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KUWAIT: Minister of Social Affairs and
Labor Hind Al-Subaih in a statement
said employers are asked to test new
workers before they enter the labor
market, and adopt the ‘electronic gate’
or online job sites to reduce the docu-
mentary cycle and speed up transac-
tions. She said there is support from
national assembly members for all the
steps they are taking to regulate the
market place. 

Subaih, who is also State Minister for
Development Affairs and Planning said
that there is an integrated plan between
social affairs ministry and NGOs to
organize donations collected during
Ramadan and work to regulate charity
activities in Kuwait, while protecting
donors’ money, adding that there are
currently 42,000 families benefiting from
social assistance. Meanwhile, all items in
the handicapped law have been imple-
mented, and work is on going to acti-
vate the penal code sector of the law, as
well as granting employees of the hand-
icapped authority a judicial authority,
Subaih said adding 4,021 cases were
sent for investigations in 2014 and 552
until April 2015. Subaih welcomed the
council of ministers and the higher plan-
ning council’s approval of the
2016/2017 development plan and calls
for all to work in implementing the plan.
Subaih added that the development
plan for 2016-2017 includes many
strategic projects in various fields includ-
ing the northern fields development,
increasing production capacity of oil
and gas, providing residential alterna-
tives, in addition to various educational
and health projects for the benefit of cit-
izens and expats. Also, minister Subaih
said that the 2016/2017 plan covers 80
targets from the goals and policies
derived from the second development
plan and represents nearly 76% of the
goals of the annual plan adding it also
covers 137 policies which is around 40%
of the total policies of the development
plan. The annual development plan
includes 274 projects between govern-
mental ministries or in partnership with
the private sector, at an estimated cost
of KD 4.6 billion. —Al-Anbaa, Al-Qabas

No bonus for KPC staff in 2015/2016
KUWAIT: Kuwait Petroleum
Corporation employees will be paid in
the range of 1.25 and 1.5 of their
monthly salary as a year-end bonus for
2014-2015 according to initial financial
indicators, well-informed sources said.
The bonus value is usually calculated
according to the average profits made

over the span of five years, they added.
Meanwhile, the budget for 2015-2016
will not include bonuses after the KAC
recorded a 33 percent loss in 2014-2015
compared to a year before. The drop in
profits is a result of the fall and fluctua-
tions in oil prices from $107 to $38 per
barrel in mid-2014, the sources said.
Moreover, the sources stressed that the
constant oil price drops negatively
impacted the general and administra-
tive expenses of KPC and its subsidiary
companies, especially those related to
calculating retirees’ indemnity.
“Repeated oil price drops by 20-40 per-
cent over the past two years have con-
tributed to profit deterioration,”
explained the sources. —Al-Anbaa    

New minister meets officials
KUWAIT: In his first meeting with com-
merce and industry ministry officials,
new minister Dr Yousuf Al-Ali urged
assistant undersecretaries and directors
to speed up transactions and fight cor-
ruption. Minister Ali asked assistant
undersecretaries and directors to
process transactions quickly, especially
in regards to companies’ licenses and
fight commercial corruption in the mar-
ket, said sources who attended the
meeting. They added the minister
expressed his intention to cooperate
with undersecretaries and directors, and
drew their attention to some criticisms
about the performance of the ministry,
including the slow processing of min-
istry transactions and sloppiness in
trade supervision and consumer protec-
tion. —Al-Rai 

New MPs offices partially opened
KUWAIT: Parts of the new MPs offices
building near the National Assembly
will be opened within a few days. The
building will also represent a huge
leap in terms of technology used in
the parliament, thereby making com-
munications easier and work more
efficient. The new building will cover
70,000 square meters, and cost KD 30
million to build. It includes a basement
and five floors holding 75 offices for
MPs (with an additional 25 offices for
future use), all with a sea view. The
parking lot in the basement will hold
120 vehicles. As for the information
center, it consists of three floors and a
basement with an additional 380 park-
ing spaces. The new building was sug-
gested by the late former speaker
Jassem Al-Khorafi, who wanted law-
makers to have better offices com-
pared to the present ones. —Al-Rai
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KUWAIT: Detectives are looking for a Gulf
national who attempted to kidnap a citizen
in front of a Farwaniya mall and fled when
she screamed, as passersby rushed to help. A
security source said that the woman was
shopping in a mall and was surprised by the
Gulf national, whom she knows, waiting for
her. He asked her to accompany him to talk
about a problem between the two, but when
she refused, he grabbed her hand to pull her
in his car. The woman screamed, attracting
the attention of those around her.

Mechanic in trouble
A mechanic got in trouble when he com-

mitted a grave traffic violation while driving
a customer’s car without his knowledge, and
was arrested by Hawally police. The mechan-
ic who drove on Balajat road ran a red light
and was stopped by police, who issued him a
ticket and decided to impound the car. At
this point, the mechanic told them the car
belongs to a customer who left it for repair
and he used it without his knowledge. He
then called the customer who went to the
scene and filed a complaint against the
mechanic for breach of trust.

Blackmail
A Kuwaiti woman in her thirties accused a

young man of blackmailing her if she ended
her relationship with him, and filed a written

complaint at the criminal detectives depart-
ment. A security source said the woman
went to the department and told them the
man promised to marry her, but six months
later, she found out he was not serious, so
she dumped him. Investigations are under-
way.

Domestic violence
A citizen in her fifties accused her son-in-

law of beating her while defending his wife,
as she filed complaint at Salam police sta-
tion. Investigations are underway.

Teens wanted for harassment
A citizen accused three juveniles of

attempting to harass her daughter as soon as
she left the building where she lives. The
woman went to Sabah Al-Salem police sta-
tion and told that when her 18-year-old
daughter left the building to visit her friend,
she was surprised by three juveniles
attempting to harass her, but her screams
made them run away. Detectives are work-
ing on the case.

Ex-wife beaten
Sabahiya detectives arrested a Syrian man

who beat his ex-wife and stole her jewelry
and cash. The arrest was made following a
complaint by the victim. Investigations are
underway. — Al-Rai

Search for kidnap suspect

KUWAIT: Money donated for the Syrian
cause by some tribesmen has gone to the
Islamic State organization, although the
funds were collected in the diwaniyas of
former MPs who placed ads in the streets
and on social media and used the slogan
“rescue the Syrian children and people”.
These claims were made by six suspects
who confessed to the public prosecution
that they transferred large amounts of
money to the group, which is on the list
of terror organizations, the latest of which
amounted to $400,000. They also said
that those who collected the donations
from the tribes did not know about the
matter, and they actually collected the
money to help the Syrian people.

The six suspects, two Kuwaiti, two
Syrians, a Saudi and an Egyptian, formed
an ‘integrated’ cell led by a businessman
in the UAE who owns a money exchange
office, through which the money passed
intermittently, and orders were given by
him to his representatives in Syria
(Aleppo and Dier Al-Zour), Turkey and
Jordan, to hand over the money to IS
leaders.

The two Kuwaitis and Saudi suspects
were responsible for collecting the
money, transferring the donation box-
es and emptying them, while selling
items such as jewelry and cars to get
cash. The three said their role was to
collect money, and large amounts of
money were collected through the
campaigns by three tribes, promoted
by former MPs including Dr Jamaan Al-
Harbash, as the three suspects said

they collected a large sum of money in
his diwan.

“As soon as our role was complete in
collecting the money, which donors
thought was truly going to help Syrian
children, the role of the Syrians and
Egyptian began, which focused on get-
ting the money out of Kuwait and not
revealing its destination through major
exchange offices, to be handed later to
leaders of IS in Syria through mediators
in Aleppo and Dier Al-Zour. Part of that
money went to injured members of the
organization in Turkey to pay for their
hotel stays, and a third went to Jordan,”
the suspects said. They added this was
not the first campaign of its type, but
the presence of the wrong persons in
the wrong place directed the donations
that had humanitarian aims to IS.

The Syrian and Egyptian suspects
said they took the money to a business-
man in UAE, and he transferred them in
the names of individuals who belong to
IS “which we provided him with”, and he
in turn gave orders to his representa-
tives in Syria, Turkey and Jordan to hand
over the money, without transferring
them all at once to avoid being discov-
ered. The three suspects said the reason
behind their arrest was due to transfer-
ring the last share of the donations -
$400,000 - at one time without the use
of the ‘Viber’ app; rather an SMS was
used to deliver the money to IS leaders.
The prosecution summoned other sus-
pects for questioning and ordered their
detention for 10 days. —Al-Rai

Fundraisers’ money went to
IS: terror funding suspects


