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KUWAIT: A woman in south India reported paralyzed was brought to a
care center. Doctors gave her rice to eat. The result was uncontrollable
diarrhea. Further examinations revealed that her diges-
tive system could not accept any food because she has
been starving for months. The woman was gradually
brought back to normal life and was able to run home.
In another case, a woman who had cancer on her face
was not able to take food because of a hole formed on
her cheek. She could swallow morphine which was pre-
scribed twice a day after food. A doctor was called in
after her state was critical and found that she was eating
only medicine for a couple of days. The doctor started a
center for such people who are dying because of igno-
rance and negligence. Now Dr Idrees leads three homes
for the destitute treating 1,200 patients including 175
inmates.

Dr Idrees was in Kuwait over the weekend to thank a number of
expats who sympathize with this compassion cause. At a private gather-

ing where the doctor showed a video of the patients, people cried. “It’s a
revelation for some people. And some cry thanking God for their safe
and healthy conditions in Kuwait,” said Siddique Valiyakath who organ-
ized the gathering. “One person stood up and offered all help he could

do.”
Sympathizing with the needy is not a dying habit

despite reports of human indifferences spreading
through social media. In a small municipality called
Vatakara in north Kerala where Dr Idrees started his
home care centers, people even from the lower income
strata have contributed, he said. Other donations came
from the local police station. A private transport bus
contributed a day’s day collection. The care center
named Thanal (shade) is one of the few hospitals hav-
ing the highest number of dialysis machines - 52 - in

India. Forty five lakhs rupees (KD 21,000) is needed a
month to run the centers. Much of the contributions
come from the Gulf expats, Dr Idrees said. Thanal has

opened a chapter in Kuwait to make the expats aware of the homeless
and the less fortunate, said Mohammed Moidu, a member. 

Dr Idrees

Expats moved by the less 

NEW YORK: Kuwait will offer a financial contribution of $1.5 million to
the Office of the Secretary-General’s Envoy on Youth over the coming
two years, “in order to assist in realizing its envisaged youth programs
and activities,” a senior government official said yesterday

The statement was made by the country’s Minister of Information
and Minister of State for Youth Affairs Sheikh Salman Sabah Al-Salem
Al-Humoud Al-Sabah in his speech at the High-Level Event of the UN
General Assembly to commemorate the Anniversary of the World
Program on Action for Youth.

The contribution was prompted by Kuwait’s firm belief “in the
importance of enabling the youth, and in their role in building the
human civilization, and guided by the directives of His Highness
Sheikh Sabah Al Ahmad Al Jaber Al Sabah, Leader of Humanitarian
Work,” Sheikh Salman added. On behalf of the member states of the
Arab League, the minister extended thanks and appreciation to the
UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon, for “his sustained efforts to
improve the situation of world youth.”

He also thanked President of the UN General Assembly Sam
Kutesa “for his gracious invitation to convene this special session on
the occasion of the twentieth anniversary of the launch of the World
Program of Action on Youth.” Kuwait is head of the current Thirty-
Eighth session of the Council of Arab Ministers for Youth and Sports,
he said. Sheikh Salman stated that the Arab region has made progress
in achieving the Millennium Development Goals, but it “was not suffi-
cient to achieve food security, combat poverty and marginalization,
and realizing the required social justice.”

According to the minister, the Council of Arab Ministers for Youth
and Sports adopted in its recent 38th session several important reso-
lutions on developing the Arab Youth Policy. “At the same time we
realize that the recent changes and inter-connectivity occurring in the
world, as much as they contributed to the maximization and efficien-
cy of the realized achievements, yet on the other hand, have made it
easier for the domestic problems, with all their ensuing risks, to move
to any other sport in the world,” he said.

This inevitably reduces the space of action available for national

and regional policies which aim at establishing the desired security,
development and stability in the context of a fast increasing globaliza-
tion, and the speed at which problems are moving through the globe,
Sheikh Salman added.

In this context, it is “imperative that joint cooperation should be
enhanced between concerned United Nations organization and the
League of Arab States, represented by the Council of Ministers for
Youth and Sports.”Sheikh Salman referred to “thorny challenges” the
Arab world is facing, such as “poor societal participation by the youth,
and a lower per capita income of the Gross National Income.” It also
has the fastest population growth in the world. This is added to “eco-
nomic crises, commotions, internal conflicts, and political and social
instability that the Arab region has witnessed during the past
decade.”

“This places our region before real developmental challenges in
the coming years, while it is no secret that the region already faces
complex and thorny issues such as unemployment, which has
reached 27 percent among youth, far exceeding the world youth
unemployment rate, which stands at 12.6 percent.”

Concluding his speech, Sheikh Salman reiterated appreciation to
President of the General Assembly, the office of the Secretary-
Geneal’s Envoy on Youth, represented by Ahmad El Hendawi, for
organizing this international celebration and commitment. He
stressed that the Arab States are “committed in general to enhancing
co-operation with the Office of Secretary General’s Envoy on Youth, in
order to help it realize its noble humanitarian goals geared to devel-
oping and strengthening youth policies and strategies, as well as
enabling the youth at local and international levels.” — KUNA

Kuwait contributes $1.5 million to UN youth office

Expo Milan’s
commissioner

praises Kuwait’s
pavilion

MILAN: The sole commissioner of Expo
Milan 2015 Giuseppe Sala congratulated
managers of the Kuwaiti pavilion at the
international exhibition venue for succeed-
ing in luring scores of visitors to the show
venue.

Mohammad Al-Bedah, the head of the
Kuwaiti media team, said in a statement
that Sala, accompanied by other officials,
expressed satisfaction for seeing ongoing
high turnout at the Kuwaiti pavilion, being
particularly lured by the narrative how the
Kuwaitis, since a long time ago, have suc-
ceeded in securing water despite the Gulf
hard desert conditions. The Kuwaiti subject
is in harmony with Expo Milan’s basic
theme, ‘Feeding the Planet, Energy for
Life.’

Sala, who expressed good wishes to the
Kuwaiti team and anticipated higher turn-
up in the coming days, said the Kuwaiti
pavilion contributed to the whole event
success. The three-floor Kuwaiti pavilion,
12 meters in height, is manned by 100
workers and examined by 11,000 to 14,000
people daily.

Expo Milan 2015 is an international
event which lasts for six months, during
which experts, artists, investors and
researches from various parts of the world
gather. Senior Kuwaiti officials, namely the
minister of information, had taken part in
opening of Expo Milan and the Kuwaiti
pavilion. Kuwait, though rich in oil and
largely depends on the crude for income, is
active in various sectors and at diverse lev-
els, in line with a strategy to transform the
country into a major business hub. — KUNA

NEW YORK: Minister Sheikh Salman Al-Sabah is seen in a group photo at the headquarters of the Kuwaiti mission to the
UN in New York. — KUNA


