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IS attacks another
Saudi Shiite mosque
3 killed in bombing • Amir condemns ‘terrorist’ act

RIYADH: An Islamic State militant killed three
people yesterday when he blew himself up in
a car outside a Shiite mosque in Saudi Arabia,
the second such attack in a week. The bomb-
ing, again coinciding with weekly Friday
prayers, took place in the oil-rich Eastern
Province where most of the predominantly
Sunni kingdom’s Shiites live. It killed three
people and wounded four, the interior min-
istry said. The suicide bomber - disguised in
women’s clothing - detonated his device at
the entrance to the mosque, said the official
Saudi Press Agency, citing a ministry
spokesman.

“Authorities have managed to foil a terror-
ist crime targeting people performing the
Friday prayers at Al-Anoud mosque in
Dammam,” the provincial capital, he said. The
bomber “detonated the explosive belt he was
wearing at the mosque entrance as security
officials were on their way to inspect him”, he
said, citing preliminary results of the investiga-
tion. The explosion happened just as the
attacker’s vehicle stopped at a car park near
the mosque, the spokesman said.

IS, in a statement carried by jihadist
accounts on Twitter, quickly said the attack
was carried out by “a soldier of the caliphate,
Abu Jandal Al-Jazrawi”. It said the bomber
managed to “reach the target despite heavy
protection” outside the mosque. Yesterday’s
blast came exactly seven days after the
jihadist group sent a suicide bomber into

another Shiite mosque in Eastern Province, an
attack which cost 21 lives.

Meanwhile, HH the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah sent a
cable of condolences yesterday to Saudi King
Salman bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud, expressing
deep condolences over the victims of the “ter-
rorist” blast. The Amir expressed Kuwait’s
strong condemnation of this “heinous terror-
ist act” which violates all values, norms, and
laws, as well as Islamic teachings, and aims at
inciting sedition, killing innocents and desta-
bilizing security in the brotherly country. The
Amir also reiterated Kuwait’s firm rejection of
all forms of terrorism, confirming Kuwait’s
continued efforts alongside the international
community to combat terrorism and dry out
its funding sources. 

HH the Amir reiterated Kuwait’s firm support
to the kingdom and all measures it takes to pre-
serve its security, praying to Allah Almighty to
bestow his mercy on the deceased and grant
their families patience and solace. Activist
Nassima Al-Sada, who arrived at the site after
yesterday’s bombing, said the assailant blew
himself up after security volunteers tried to pre-
vent him from entering the ladies’ section of the
only Shiite mosque in Dammam. Women were
not allowed to pray at the mosque this week for
security reasons, Sada said. After the May 22
attack, residents had set up security committees
to search those entering mosques during
prayers, witnesses said. —  Agencies 

DAMMAM: The cousin of a victim prays at the site of a suicide bombing that targeted the Shiite Al-
Anoud Mosque in this Saudi coastal city yesterday. — AFP

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: A scuffle that broke at Kuwait International Airport
following the arrival of Iraqi Vice President Dr Ibrahim Al-
Jaafari Tuesday night was due to the irresponsible behavior of
Iraqi bodyguards, Kuwait’s Interior Ministry announced in a
statement yesterday. “The Iraqi personnel violated security
measures and failed to comply with procedures. This forced
airport security officers to confiscate the weapons of the Iraqi
bodyguards and hand them over to the Iraqi embassy along
with the security personnel, who showed irresponsible
behavior until the end of the visit,” the statement said.
Kuwaiti protection officers were assigned to provide full pro-
tection to the Iraqi guest until he left the country, the ministry
added, reiterating that the situation was contained “within
the framework of brotherly relations between the two coun-
tries, which cannot be affected by such individual behaviors”.

Interior Ministry 
slams Iraqi guards 
over airport fight

ZURICH: Sepp Blatter was re-elected
president of FIFA for a fifth term yester-
day after the only other candidate con-
ceded defeat after a first round of voting
in an election overshadowed by allega-
tions of corruption in world football.
Blatter’s victory came despite demands
that he quit in the face of a major
bribery scandal being investigated by
US, Swiss and other law enforcement
agencies that plunged the world soccer
body into the worst crisis in its 111-year
history.

Neither Blatter nor Jordanian chal-
lenger Prince Ali bin Al Hussein got the
necessary two thirds of the vote in the
first round, with Blatter on 133 and
Prince Ali on 73. Prince Ali later conced-
ed. In a victory speech, Blatter declared:
“Let’s go FIFA, let’s go FIFA,” to a stand-
ing ovation. Speaking just before the
vote, Blatter, who joined FIFA in 1975,

said he felt that he had only been with
the organization for a short time and
wanted to stay longer. “What is time
anyway? I find that the time I have spent
at FIFA is very short,” he said. “The more
one ages the more time flies by quickly. I

am with you, and I would like to stay
with you,” he said to applause.

Prince Ali, in his pitch for votes, had
pledged an open, more democratic
FIFA, saying: “We have heard in recent
days, voices which described our FIFA
as an avaricious body which feeds on
the game that the world loves. There
are no easy answers. And no blame that
can be cast that will wash away the
stain that marks us all”. While Asian,
African and Latin American states had
been expected to rally around Blatter,
Europe, which accounts for all but three
of the countries that have ever made it
to a World Cup’s final match, had been
keen for him to step aside. On a visit to
Berlin, British Prime Minister David
Cameron told Blatter to go “the sooner
the better”. Chancellor Angela Merkel
said the dirty side of soccer must be
cleaned up. — Reuters 

Blatter wins fifth FIFA term

ZURICH: FIFA President Sepp Blatter
gestures as he speaks after being re-
elected yesterday. — AFP 
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KUWAIT: The final communiqué of the 42nd
Meeting of Council of Foreign Ministers of the
Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC)
incorporates the goals and ambitions of the
organization, First Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah has said.

The communiqué, also known as ‘Kuwait
Declaration,’ diagnoses the hazards and chal-
lenges facing the Muslim World, Sheikh Sabah
Al-Khaled told a joint press conference with
OIC Secretary General Dr Iyad Madani on
Thursday as meetings Kuwait hosted have
wrapped up two days of discussions.

The Declaration is expressive of the con-
cerns toward “these conditions, and the
necessity of handling them in a way con-
ducive to security and stability we aspire for,”
he said. The OIC 42nd ministerial meeting,
held under the auspices of His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah, was titled ‘Joint Vision to Strengthen
Tolerance and Reject Terrorism.’ Sheikh Sabah
Al-Khaled referred to HH the Amir’s speech to
the meeting saying it addressed “issues that
aim to consolidate the noble content and
message of goodness of our true religion,
Islam.”

The meeting’s agenda responded to the
regional and international conditions, com-
prising major themes such as the aggravating
challenges imposed by terrorism, he said.
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled added that the
Muslim World is suffering from “repugnant
terrorism” putting on an “Islamic mask that
distorted the true image of the religion that
actually calls for tolerance, moderation and
openness.” In addition the two-day event
tackled multitude of vital political, security,
economic, cultural and media issues of high
concern to the Muslim states.

Significant entry
OIC Secretary General Dr Iyad Madani told

the press conference that HH the Amir’s
speech at the opening session offered a sig-

nificant entry “that guided us all through the
whole meeting.” He added the gathering
addressed several issues of political, econom-
ic, social and human dimensions, topped with
Jerusalem.

It also included “a brainstorming”, an open
session, in which all participants offered their
views on terrorism, and means of combating
extremism and sectarian infighting, as well as
Islamophopia. The 42nd ministerial meeting
discussed almost all issues relevant to the

Muslim World, as one nation with one culture
and civilization. He hoped the outcome of the
two-day event will receive due media atten-
tion. 

Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled said there are pos-
itive signals that should be tapped regarding
the OIC desire to raise anew the draft UNSC
resolution calling for a timetable to end the
Israeli occupation of Palestine.

“The drive against the Israeli occupation

got momentum after the recent recognition
of Palestine by some European parliaments
and the French efforts aiming to revive the
Palestinian-Israeli peace talks,” he said. “The
OIC and the Arab League are lobbying inter-
national support for turning these positive
signals into practical action and establishing
the independent state of Palestine,” he point-
ed out.

Regarding item of the declaration calling
for support to the Libyan people, Sheikh

Sabah Al-Khaled said: “We hope that UN
Secretary-General’s Special Representative
and Head of the UN Support Mission in Libya
(UNSMIL) Bernardino Leon will be able to
help the Libyan people form a national unity
government and end current turmoil in the
country.”

“The OIC member states fully support the
UN efforts to bring the belligerent parties in
Libya to the negotiating table and establish a

transitional national unity government that
could be able to rebuild the state institu-
tions,” he affirmed.

Kuwait’s mediation
Asked about the recent statement of

Yemeni Foreign Minister Riyadh Yassin that
his country wants Kuwait to mediate
between Yemen and Iran, Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled said: “We attach great importance to
the efforts meant to defuse the tensions in
the region and stabilize Yemen based on the
UNSC resolution 2216, the outcomes of the
national dialogue, the GCC initiative for
Yemen and the recent conference in Riyadh.”

“We spare no effort in bringing the view-
points of the brothers in Yemen and Iran
close to each other,” he said noting that he
has recently discussed with minister Yassin
the commitment to the UNSC resolution and
the mission of the UN Secretary-General’s
Special Envoy for Yemen Ismail Ould Cheikh
Ahmed.

On the combat against terrorism, he said
the OIC states are committed to the UNSC
resolutions related to the combat against all
forms of terrorism and slapping sanctions on
terrorist groups under Chapter VII of the UN
Charter.

Regarding Iraq, Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled
said the OIC member states support the
efforts of the government of Prime Minister
Haider Al-Abadi “who works amid highly-
challenging conditions.” He voiced hope that
Al-Abadi will be able to stem the current
wave of terrorism and realize the objectives
of his national program of action.

Madani said meanwhile that the OIC was
one of the earliest organizations that warned,
and took steps, against the phenomenon of
terrorism, citing the document of 1990 which
defined the concept of terrorism. He added
that the OIC worked relentlessly to cement
the national unity of Iraq, hosted Makkah I
conference and is lobbying for the Makkah II
conference which will be held soon. —KUNA

Kuwait Declaration embodies
OIC goals, aspirations: FM
‘Final communiqué diagnoses hazards, challenges’

KUWAIT: Deputy Premier and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Sabah and OIC Secretary General Dr Iyad Madani are seen during a joint press
conference on Thursday. —KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s First Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad
Al-Sabah has been granted Senegal’s award of the
highest order by President Macky Sall in recogni-
tion of Kuwait’s efforts in bilateral relations. The
honor of Grand Officer of the National Order of the
Lion was bestowed upon the Kuwaiti official at a
ceremony attended by Senegal’s foreign minister
on behalf of President Sall.

Speaking at the event, Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled
said he was thankful over the president’s gesture,
which he described as being the “most honest
expression of where bilateral relations have
reached in terms of strength and sturdiness.”

Diplomatic relations, which were launched with
a Senegalese embassy in Kuwait in 1963 and a
Kuwaiti embassy in Senegal eight years later, are a
cause for pride and satisfaction, he said, as they

continue to witness robust and effective growth
under all spectrums. Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled went
on to praise Senegal’s supportive stance of Kuwait
at the time of Iraq’s invasion of his country.

Senegal’s Foreign Minister Mankeur Ndiaye said
meanwhile that the award was to express appreci-
ation of the Kuwaiti official’s characteristics of
“humility, honesty, vigor, kindness and generosi-
ty.” Amid his tenure which started in 2011, Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled has added a “personal touch” to
Kuwaiti diplomacy, resulting in evident successes
on the regional and international levels, he added.

Minister Ndiaye also paid respect to His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah’s efforts on “maintaining peace,
security and stability in a region which is cur-
rently being affected by much tension and
crises.” —KUNA

Foreign Minister granted
Senegal’s highest award

KUWAIT: Deputy Premier and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled Al-Sabah receives the honor from Senegal’s Foreign Minister
Mankeur Ndiaye. —KUNA
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KUWAIT: Fishing for silver pomfret, common-
ly known as ‘Zbaidi’ in Kuwait, will be banned
for 45 days starting from Monday in a bid to
help the marine species reproduce in Kuwaiti
waters.

Kuwait has started in recent years to ban
fishing for certain species for a specific period
in order to protect those species from over-
fishing. Local authorities has identified
‘Zubaidi,’ considered by many as the most
popular seafood item in the Kuwaiti cuisine,
as a main species that has become under
threat of overfishing, and therefore a ban
period was necessary to protect its numbers. 

Selling and marketing locally-caught
‘Zubaidi’ fish will be banned from June 1,
2015 until July 15, 2015, according to a deci-
sion released yesterday by Nabila Al-Khalil,
Acting Chairperson of the Public Authority for
Agricultural Affairs and Fish Resources
(PAAAFR). Retailers are allowed to import
‘Zubaidi’ during the ban period, provided that
the obtain permission from the PAAAFR.

A similar ban on shrimp fishing is also
enforced annually from mid-January until the
first of September.

Niger birds
Separately, the PAAAFR announced a ban

on the import of all live birds, poultry, chicks,
and eggs from Niger due to outbreak of bird
flu (H5N1) in that country. All incoming con-
signments to Kuwait must be subjected to
PAAF’s requirements and restrictions, Khalil
said in a press statement.

Khalil also stressed the importance that
consignments match the GCC’s veterinary
quarantine system, the World Organization
for Animal Health’s (OIC) measures, and pro-
cedures of Kuwait’s veterinary quarantine sys-
tem. Consignments carrying epidemic and
infectious diseases will be rejected immedi-
ately from entry, she said, adding that the
importers must return infected consignments
to the country of origin on their own expens-
es. — KUNA

‘Zubaidi’ fishing
ban starts Monday

KUWAIT: The Cabinet’s Women’s Affairs
Committee discussed on Thursday with a
high-level delegation from the
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC)
ways of enhancing joint cooperation on
women issues at the Arab and interna-
tional levels.

The OIC delegation, which included
Assistant Secretary-General for Financial
and Administrative Affairs Ambassador Dr
Abdullah Al-Mansour, Director of Social
Welfare Dr Fadhilah Al-Qurain, proposed
to the committee to prepare a memoran-
dum of understanding between the two
sides to strengthen relations and coopera-
tion in various areas, the committee said
in a press statement.

The committee expressed full readi-
ness to provide the organization with all
the studies and experiences that con-
tribute to speed up preparation for such

strategy and proposed various ideas and
steps to achieve women’s rights in the
Muslim world, the statement adds.

The delegation of the Organization
stated that the Department of Social
Welfare is in the process of drawing a
strategy for the advancement of women
in the Muslim world, stressing impor-
tance of benefiting from the expertise
and capabilities available through
women’s affairs committee, the state-
ment notes.

The meeting was attended by the
Committee on Women’s Affairs
Committee Department of Fatwa and
Legislation Coordinator Huda Al-Shayji,
Adviser Yahya Al-Khatib, Committee
Coordinator of the Ministry of Information
Ali Hassan Al-Rayis, and Coordinator of
the Ministry of Education Badria Nawar Al-
Khaldi. — KUNA

KUWAIT: The director of Kuwait’s Saud Al-
Nasser Al-Sabah Diplomatic Institute
Abdulaziz Al-Sharekh met Sudan’s State
Minister for Foreign Affairs Obaid Allah
Mohamed Obaidallah to discuss bilateral
cooperation. The two agreed that they
would be reviewing the signature of a
cooperation agreement between the
diplomatic institutes of both nations at the
closest opportunity.

The minister, who earlier had represent-
ed his country at Organization of Islamic

Cooperation talks in Kuwait,  praised
Kuwaiti foreign policy and its supportive
stance of Sudan and other Arab and
African nations, according to a statement
by the Kuwaiti diplomatic school.

The Sudanese minister was also quot-
ed as having been impressed with the
institute programs and facilities. The
institute’s head meanwhile said Kuwait
was honored by its relations with Sudan
characterized by brotherhood and mutu-
al respect. — KUNA

Kuwaiti committee eyes
more cooperation with OIC

Diplomatic institute seeks
cooperation with Sudan

KUWAIT: A man holds locally-caught ‘Zubaidi’ fish at Sharq’s fish market in this file pho-
to. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat
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By Sunil Cherian

KUWAIT: A woman in south India reported paralyzed was brought to a
care center. Doctors gave her rice to eat. The result was uncontrollable
diarrhea. Further examinations revealed that her diges-
tive system could not accept any food because she has
been starving for months. The woman was gradually
brought back to normal life and was able to run home.
In another case, a woman who had cancer on her face
was not able to take food because of a hole formed on
her cheek. She could swallow morphine which was pre-
scribed twice a day after food. A doctor was called in
after her state was critical and found that she was eating
only medicine for a couple of days. The doctor started a
center for such people who are dying because of igno-
rance and negligence. Now Dr Idrees leads three homes
for the destitute treating 1,200 patients including 175
inmates.

Dr Idrees was in Kuwait over the weekend to thank a number of
expats who sympathize with this compassion cause. At a private gather-

ing where the doctor showed a video of the patients, people cried. “It’s a
revelation for some people. And some cry thanking God for their safe
and healthy conditions in Kuwait,” said Siddique Valiyakath who organ-
ized the gathering. “One person stood up and offered all help he could

do.”
Sympathizing with the needy is not a dying habit

despite reports of human indifferences spreading
through social media. In a small municipality called
Vatakara in north Kerala where Dr Idrees started his
home care centers, people even from the lower income
strata have contributed, he said. Other donations came
from the local police station. A private transport bus
contributed a day’s day collection. The care center
named Thanal (shade) is one of the few hospitals hav-
ing the highest number of dialysis machines - 52 - in

India. Forty five lakhs rupees (KD 21,000) is needed a
month to run the centers. Much of the contributions
come from the Gulf expats, Dr Idrees said. Thanal has

opened a chapter in Kuwait to make the expats aware of the homeless
and the less fortunate, said Mohammed Moidu, a member. 

Dr Idrees

Expats moved by the less 

NEW YORK: Kuwait will offer a financial contribution of $1.5 million to
the Office of the Secretary-General’s Envoy on Youth over the coming
two years, “in order to assist in realizing its envisaged youth programs
and activities,” a senior government official said yesterday

The statement was made by the country’s Minister of Information
and Minister of State for Youth Affairs Sheikh Salman Sabah Al-Salem
Al-Humoud Al-Sabah in his speech at the High-Level Event of the UN
General Assembly to commemorate the Anniversary of the World
Program on Action for Youth.

The contribution was prompted by Kuwait’s firm belief “in the
importance of enabling the youth, and in their role in building the
human civilization, and guided by the directives of His Highness
Sheikh Sabah Al Ahmad Al Jaber Al Sabah, Leader of Humanitarian
Work,” Sheikh Salman added. On behalf of the member states of the
Arab League, the minister extended thanks and appreciation to the
UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon, for “his sustained efforts to
improve the situation of world youth.”

He also thanked President of the UN General Assembly Sam
Kutesa “for his gracious invitation to convene this special session on
the occasion of the twentieth anniversary of the launch of the World
Program of Action on Youth.” Kuwait is head of the current Thirty-
Eighth session of the Council of Arab Ministers for Youth and Sports,
he said. Sheikh Salman stated that the Arab region has made progress
in achieving the Millennium Development Goals, but it “was not suffi-
cient to achieve food security, combat poverty and marginalization,
and realizing the required social justice.”

According to the minister, the Council of Arab Ministers for Youth
and Sports adopted in its recent 38th session several important reso-
lutions on developing the Arab Youth Policy. “At the same time we
realize that the recent changes and inter-connectivity occurring in the
world, as much as they contributed to the maximization and efficien-
cy of the realized achievements, yet on the other hand, have made it
easier for the domestic problems, with all their ensuing risks, to move
to any other sport in the world,” he said.

This inevitably reduces the space of action available for national

and regional policies which aim at establishing the desired security,
development and stability in the context of a fast increasing globaliza-
tion, and the speed at which problems are moving through the globe,
Sheikh Salman added.

In this context, it is “imperative that joint cooperation should be
enhanced between concerned United Nations organization and the
League of Arab States, represented by the Council of Ministers for
Youth and Sports.”Sheikh Salman referred to “thorny challenges” the
Arab world is facing, such as “poor societal participation by the youth,
and a lower per capita income of the Gross National Income.” It also
has the fastest population growth in the world. This is added to “eco-
nomic crises, commotions, internal conflicts, and political and social
instability that the Arab region has witnessed during the past
decade.”

“This places our region before real developmental challenges in
the coming years, while it is no secret that the region already faces
complex and thorny issues such as unemployment, which has
reached 27 percent among youth, far exceeding the world youth
unemployment rate, which stands at 12.6 percent.”

Concluding his speech, Sheikh Salman reiterated appreciation to
President of the General Assembly, the office of the Secretary-
Geneal’s Envoy on Youth, represented by Ahmad El Hendawi, for
organizing this international celebration and commitment. He
stressed that the Arab States are “committed in general to enhancing
co-operation with the Office of Secretary General’s Envoy on Youth, in
order to help it realize its noble humanitarian goals geared to devel-
oping and strengthening youth policies and strategies, as well as
enabling the youth at local and international levels.” — KUNA

Kuwait contributes $1.5 million to UN youth office

Expo Milan’s
commissioner

praises Kuwait’s
pavilion

MILAN: The sole commissioner of Expo
Milan 2015 Giuseppe Sala congratulated
managers of the Kuwaiti pavilion at the
international exhibition venue for succeed-
ing in luring scores of visitors to the show
venue.

Mohammad Al-Bedah, the head of the
Kuwaiti media team, said in a statement
that Sala, accompanied by other officials,
expressed satisfaction for seeing ongoing
high turnout at the Kuwaiti pavilion, being
particularly lured by the narrative how the
Kuwaitis, since a long time ago, have suc-
ceeded in securing water despite the Gulf
hard desert conditions. The Kuwaiti subject
is in harmony with Expo Milan’s basic
theme, ‘Feeding the Planet, Energy for
Life.’

Sala, who expressed good wishes to the
Kuwaiti team and anticipated higher turn-
up in the coming days, said the Kuwaiti
pavilion contributed to the whole event
success. The three-floor Kuwaiti pavilion,
12 meters in height, is manned by 100
workers and examined by 11,000 to 14,000
people daily.

Expo Milan 2015 is an international
event which lasts for six months, during
which experts, artists, investors and
researches from various parts of the world
gather. Senior Kuwaiti officials, namely the
minister of information, had taken part in
opening of Expo Milan and the Kuwaiti
pavilion. Kuwait, though rich in oil and
largely depends on the crude for income, is
active in various sectors and at diverse lev-
els, in line with a strategy to transform the
country into a major business hub. — KUNA

NEW YORK: Minister Sheikh Salman Al-Sabah is seen in a group photo at the headquarters of the Kuwaiti mission to the
UN in New York. — KUNA



L O C A L
SATURDAY, MAY 30, 2015

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Mangaf firemen rushed to a house in Fahd Al-
Ahmad where a fire was reported in the children’s room
on the second floor. The house was evacuated and the
fire put out. No injuries were reported. Meanwhile,
Mangaf and Qurain fire centers responded to a fire in a
Fintas home and rescued people who were trapped
inside. In another incidenet, Sulaibikhat firefighters tack-
led a blaze reported at a house in Sulaibiya yesterday.
Also, a vehicle caught fire on King Abdulaziz Road
between Bayan and Salwa. South Salmiya firemen extin-
guished the fire in a short time. Meanwhile, the Shuhada
fire center dealt with a fire a Faiha house. The fire was
put out and no injuries were reported.

Ex-con arrested for theft
The general department for relations and security

information said criminal detectives from its Nugra office
arrested an Egyptian ex-convict for stealing KD 5,000

from the car of a man in Shuwaikh, in addition to stealing
KD 10,000 from the car of a citizen who had just left a
bank in Hawally. The suspect was sent to concerned
authorities. 

Hospital blamed for teen’s death
A 13-year-old Egyptian girl died following complica-

tions of a surgical procedure according to a police report
filed at the Hadiya police station. However, the girl’s
father may file charges against a private hospital for neg-
ligence, blaming them for causing his daughter’s death.
The girl was transferred from the private hospital where
she was being operated on, when her heart stopped
beating. The girl died in Adan Hospital’s ICU.

Work mishap
An electric technician died in Jahra due to faulty

wiring. His body was taken for an autopsy to confirm the
cause of death. A case was filed for investigations.

People freed from elevator
An elevator malfunctioned in a Salmiya building, so

south Salmiya fire center responded and freed a number
of people who were trapped inside.

Policeman assaulted
A police lieutenant said a citizen insulted him while on

duty and beat him too. A security source said the officer
stopped the citizen for a traffic violation, but he did not
have his license on him. When the policeman asked for the
car key, the suspect insulted him verbally and hit him.

Break in, theft
An Indian man told Salmiya police that an unidentified

person broke into his flat and stole KD 500, three gold
necklaces and the passports of his wife and son.
Meanwhile, a Syrian man accused his Asian maid of steal-
ing 800 euro.

No injuries in
separate fires

The children’s room in a Fahd Al-Ahmad house pic-
tured after the fire was put out.

Firefighters tackle the blaze in Sulaibikhat.

The Egyptian ex-convict pictured in this handout
photo.

KRCS distributes aid to 
families distressed 

by Syrian crisis
BEIRUT: The Kuwait Red Crescent Society (KRCS) contin-
ued yesterday to hand out humanitarian aid to some 500
Lebanese families distressed from the ongoing Syrian cri-
sis, especially in Tripoli, northern Lebanon. The aid is the
second batch of a relief campaign that covers at least
5,000 families living in different areas in Lebanon, Head
of KRCS’s mission in Lebanon D. Musaed Al-Enezi said.

KRCS is exerting huge efforts to meet necessary and
pressing needs of both Syrian refugees and Lebanese
families in need through providing bread and medical
supplies of dialysis. The KRCS had distributed more
humanitarian aid to some Syrian refugee families living in
several areas in Mount Lebanon. —KUNA
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KUWAIT: Minister of Social Affairs and
Labor Hind Al-Subaih in a statement
said employers are asked to test new
workers before they enter the labor
market, and adopt the ‘electronic gate’
or online job sites to reduce the docu-
mentary cycle and speed up transac-
tions. She said there is support from
national assembly members for all the
steps they are taking to regulate the
market place. 

Subaih, who is also State Minister for
Development Affairs and Planning said
that there is an integrated plan between
social affairs ministry and NGOs to
organize donations collected during
Ramadan and work to regulate charity
activities in Kuwait, while protecting
donors’ money, adding that there are
currently 42,000 families benefiting from
social assistance. Meanwhile, all items in
the handicapped law have been imple-
mented, and work is on going to acti-
vate the penal code sector of the law, as
well as granting employees of the hand-
icapped authority a judicial authority,
Subaih said adding 4,021 cases were
sent for investigations in 2014 and 552
until April 2015. Subaih welcomed the
council of ministers and the higher plan-
ning council’s approval of the
2016/2017 development plan and calls
for all to work in implementing the plan.
Subaih added that the development
plan for 2016-2017 includes many
strategic projects in various fields includ-
ing the northern fields development,
increasing production capacity of oil
and gas, providing residential alterna-
tives, in addition to various educational
and health projects for the benefit of cit-
izens and expats. Also, minister Subaih
said that the 2016/2017 plan covers 80
targets from the goals and policies
derived from the second development
plan and represents nearly 76% of the
goals of the annual plan adding it also
covers 137 policies which is around 40%
of the total policies of the development
plan. The annual development plan
includes 274 projects between govern-
mental ministries or in partnership with
the private sector, at an estimated cost
of KD 4.6 billion. —Al-Anbaa, Al-Qabas

No bonus for KPC staff in 2015/2016
KUWAIT: Kuwait Petroleum
Corporation employees will be paid in
the range of 1.25 and 1.5 of their
monthly salary as a year-end bonus for
2014-2015 according to initial financial
indicators, well-informed sources said.
The bonus value is usually calculated
according to the average profits made

over the span of five years, they added.
Meanwhile, the budget for 2015-2016
will not include bonuses after the KAC
recorded a 33 percent loss in 2014-2015
compared to a year before. The drop in
profits is a result of the fall and fluctua-
tions in oil prices from $107 to $38 per
barrel in mid-2014, the sources said.
Moreover, the sources stressed that the
constant oil price drops negatively
impacted the general and administra-
tive expenses of KPC and its subsidiary
companies, especially those related to
calculating retirees’ indemnity.
“Repeated oil price drops by 20-40 per-
cent over the past two years have con-
tributed to profit deterioration,”
explained the sources. —Al-Anbaa    

New minister meets officials
KUWAIT: In his first meeting with com-
merce and industry ministry officials,
new minister Dr Yousuf Al-Ali urged
assistant undersecretaries and directors
to speed up transactions and fight cor-
ruption. Minister Ali asked assistant
undersecretaries and directors to
process transactions quickly, especially
in regards to companies’ licenses and
fight commercial corruption in the mar-
ket, said sources who attended the
meeting. They added the minister
expressed his intention to cooperate
with undersecretaries and directors, and
drew their attention to some criticisms
about the performance of the ministry,
including the slow processing of min-
istry transactions and sloppiness in
trade supervision and consumer protec-
tion. —Al-Rai 

New MPs offices partially opened
KUWAIT: Parts of the new MPs offices
building near the National Assembly
will be opened within a few days. The
building will also represent a huge
leap in terms of technology used in
the parliament, thereby making com-
munications easier and work more
efficient. The new building will cover
70,000 square meters, and cost KD 30
million to build. It includes a basement
and five floors holding 75 offices for
MPs (with an additional 25 offices for
future use), all with a sea view. The
parking lot in the basement will hold
120 vehicles. As for the information
center, it consists of three floors and a
basement with an additional 380 park-
ing spaces. The new building was sug-
gested by the late former speaker
Jassem Al-Khorafi, who wanted law-
makers to have better offices com-
pared to the present ones. —Al-Rai

Employers urged 
to test workers 
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KUWAIT: Detectives are looking for a Gulf
national who attempted to kidnap a citizen
in front of a Farwaniya mall and fled when
she screamed, as passersby rushed to help. A
security source said that the woman was
shopping in a mall and was surprised by the
Gulf national, whom she knows, waiting for
her. He asked her to accompany him to talk
about a problem between the two, but when
she refused, he grabbed her hand to pull her
in his car. The woman screamed, attracting
the attention of those around her.

Mechanic in trouble
A mechanic got in trouble when he com-

mitted a grave traffic violation while driving
a customer’s car without his knowledge, and
was arrested by Hawally police. The mechan-
ic who drove on Balajat road ran a red light
and was stopped by police, who issued him a
ticket and decided to impound the car. At
this point, the mechanic told them the car
belongs to a customer who left it for repair
and he used it without his knowledge. He
then called the customer who went to the
scene and filed a complaint against the
mechanic for breach of trust.

Blackmail
A Kuwaiti woman in her thirties accused a

young man of blackmailing her if she ended
her relationship with him, and filed a written

complaint at the criminal detectives depart-
ment. A security source said the woman
went to the department and told them the
man promised to marry her, but six months
later, she found out he was not serious, so
she dumped him. Investigations are under-
way.

Domestic violence
A citizen in her fifties accused her son-in-

law of beating her while defending his wife,
as she filed complaint at Salam police sta-
tion. Investigations are underway.

Teens wanted for harassment
A citizen accused three juveniles of

attempting to harass her daughter as soon as
she left the building where she lives. The
woman went to Sabah Al-Salem police sta-
tion and told that when her 18-year-old
daughter left the building to visit her friend,
she was surprised by three juveniles
attempting to harass her, but her screams
made them run away. Detectives are work-
ing on the case.

Ex-wife beaten
Sabahiya detectives arrested a Syrian man

who beat his ex-wife and stole her jewelry
and cash. The arrest was made following a
complaint by the victim. Investigations are
underway. — Al-Rai

Search for kidnap suspect

KUWAIT: Money donated for the Syrian
cause by some tribesmen has gone to the
Islamic State organization, although the
funds were collected in the diwaniyas of
former MPs who placed ads in the streets
and on social media and used the slogan
“rescue the Syrian children and people”.
These claims were made by six suspects
who confessed to the public prosecution
that they transferred large amounts of
money to the group, which is on the list
of terror organizations, the latest of which
amounted to $400,000. They also said
that those who collected the donations
from the tribes did not know about the
matter, and they actually collected the
money to help the Syrian people.

The six suspects, two Kuwaiti, two
Syrians, a Saudi and an Egyptian, formed
an ‘integrated’ cell led by a businessman
in the UAE who owns a money exchange
office, through which the money passed
intermittently, and orders were given by
him to his representatives in Syria
(Aleppo and Dier Al-Zour), Turkey and
Jordan, to hand over the money to IS
leaders.

The two Kuwaitis and Saudi suspects
were responsible for collecting the
money, transferring the donation box-
es and emptying them, while selling
items such as jewelry and cars to get
cash. The three said their role was to
collect money, and large amounts of
money were collected through the
campaigns by three tribes, promoted
by former MPs including Dr Jamaan Al-
Harbash, as the three suspects said

they collected a large sum of money in
his diwan.

“As soon as our role was complete in
collecting the money, which donors
thought was truly going to help Syrian
children, the role of the Syrians and
Egyptian began, which focused on get-
ting the money out of Kuwait and not
revealing its destination through major
exchange offices, to be handed later to
leaders of IS in Syria through mediators
in Aleppo and Dier Al-Zour. Part of that
money went to injured members of the
organization in Turkey to pay for their
hotel stays, and a third went to Jordan,”
the suspects said. They added this was
not the first campaign of its type, but
the presence of the wrong persons in
the wrong place directed the donations
that had humanitarian aims to IS.

The Syrian and Egyptian suspects
said they took the money to a business-
man in UAE, and he transferred them in
the names of individuals who belong to
IS “which we provided him with”, and he
in turn gave orders to his representa-
tives in Syria, Turkey and Jordan to hand
over the money, without transferring
them all at once to avoid being discov-
ered. The three suspects said the reason
behind their arrest was due to transfer-
ring the last share of the donations -
$400,000 - at one time without the use
of the ‘Viber’ app; rather an SMS was
used to deliver the money to IS leaders.
The prosecution summoned other sus-
pects for questioning and ordered their
detention for 10 days. —Al-Rai

Fundraisers’ money went to
IS: terror funding suspects
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HAVANA: A Cuban national flag flutters as participants of the Havana Challenge regatta compete in this May 19, 2015 photo. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: The United States removed
Cuba from its blacklist as a state sponsor of ter-
rorism yesterday, in a landmark move aimed at
paving the way towards normalizing ties frozen
for half a century. The decision means Cuba will
now have better access to US banking facilities
and American aid, and a ban on arms exports
and sales is also lifted. It also wipes out an inter-
national stigma which Havana - on the blacklist
since 1982 - has long contended was groundless
and unfair. US President Barack Obama had noti-
fied Congress earlier this year that he intended
to remove Havana from the list, giving lawmak-
ers 45 days to object, which elapsed yesterday. 

Now Secretary of State John Kerry “has made
the final decision to rescind Cuba’s designation
as a state sponsor of terrorism, effective today,
May 29, 2015,” the State Department said in a
statement. “The rescission of Cuba’s designation
as a state sponsor of terrorism reflects our
assessment that Cuba meets the statutory crite-
ria for rescission,” the statement said. “While the

United States has significant concerns and dis-
agreements with a wide range of Cuba’s policies
and actions, these fall outside the criteria rele-
vant to the rescission of a state sponsor of ter-
rorism designation.”

It is just the latest ground-breaking develop-
ment in a fast-moving rapprochement between
the Cold War foes, after Obama and Cuban
President Raul Castro agreed in December to
restore relations that have languished in the dol-
drums since 1961. Obama paid a surprise visit
on Thursday to a Miami religious shrine popular
with Cuban exiles to “honor the sacrifices that
Cuban-Americans have made in their pursuit of
liberty and opportunity, as well as their extraor-
dinary contributions to our country,” a White
House spokeswoman said. The visit had special
significance, recognizing the role of the Catholic
Church and Pope Francis’s efforts to improve
ties between Havana and Washington.

Obama has already made it easier for 12 cat-
egories of Americans to visit the communist

island, no longer requiring them to apply for a
license before traveling. But regular tourism
remains off-limits. Trips are limited to specific
visits including education, sports, culture or
journalism. Those allowed to visit Cuba can
bring back home $100 worth of cigars or rum,
and pay for purchases on the islands with credit
cards. US companies are now allowed to invest
in Cuba’s tiny but growing private sector, which
emerged under modest economic reforms
launched by Castro.

In March, the two countries re-established a
direct telephone link and the US Treasury
Department removed sanctions on some 60
individuals, shipping companies and trading
firms. So far teams from the two countries have
met four times seeking to work out the terms for
re-opening their embassies. Officials say the
talks have made progress, but nothing concrete
was announced at the last round, held in
Washington a week ago, and sticking points
remain.

The communist authorities in Havana have
been particularly angered by US democracy pro-
grams and have so far not met demands that
American diplomats be allowed to meet freely
with dissidents. The island is still subject to a US
trade embargo put in place in 1962, which
Obama has called on Congress to lift .
Yesterday’s decision means only Iran, Sudan and
Syria remain on the State Department’s blacklist
of state sponsors of terrorism. 

The diplomatic path has been advancing
since December, and Castro and Obama also
held a historic meeting in Panama in April on
the sidelines of a regional summit. Castro trav-
eled earlier this month to the Vatican to meet
Pope Francis, who was instrumental in helping
Washington and Havana break the ice. In the
early days of the communist regime in the
1960s, Raul’s brother Fidel Castro expelled some
100 religious figures and nationalized numerous
Church properties after it opposed the new
regime. — AFP 

Cuba removed from US terror list
Move paves way towards normalizing ties
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VIENNA: Amid accelerated interna-
tional efforts to reach a nuclear deal
with Iran, the UN atomic agency yes-
terday reported that work on a key
element - an assessment of allega-
tions that Tehran worked on atomic
arms - remains essentially stalled. The
report from the International Atomic
Energy Agency also reiterated that
more cooperation is needed by Iran
for full clarity on its present activities.
Without it, the IAEA said it cannot
“conclude that all nuclear material in
Iran is in peaceful activities.”

After years of deadlock, Iran and
the IAEA agreed in November 2013
on a new attempt to probe the accu-
sations. The US and its allies also
included the investigation into a to-
do list for talks with Iran meant to
curb its  nuclear programs in
exchange for sanctions rel ief .
Washington continues to insist that
full lifting of sanctions depends on
the IAEA’s abil ity to thoroughly
probe the accusations and deliver an
assessment on its findings.

Phony evidence 
Iran denies any work on - or inter-

est - in nuclear arms. It accuses Israel,
the United States and other adver-
saries of providing phony evidence
to the agency for the probe. The IAEA
is focused on 12 alleged activities
that point to Iranian attempts to
make such weapons, including suspi-

cions that Tehran worked on the
development on a nuclear payload
for missiles. The IAEA re-launched its
probe two years ago by asking for
information on less sensitive work
related to nuclear arms allegedly car-
ried out by Iran, with hopes of mov-
ing to larger issues later.

US Secretary of State John Kerry
wil l  meet with Iranian Foreign
Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif in
Geneva on Saturday in an effort to
move the nuclear talks forward
ahead of a June 30 target date for a
deal. The confidential report issued
yesterday by the IAEA increased
doubts that the agency could issue
substantive findings on the allega-
tions by that time.

Obtained by The Associated Press,
the report said that Tehran had
recently shared some information
sought by the agency but continues
to hold back on the next stage of the
IAEA probe. A senior diplomat with
knowledge of the issue said the
material was related to nuclear mod-
eling and calculations that the
agency suspects could be linked to
arms. The diplomat, who demanded
anonymity because his information
was confidential,  declined to say
whether the information was pre-
sented by Iran as proof that the sus-
picions were false or if they possibly
pointed to corroboration of secret
nuclear weapons work.

Civilian uses
In  providing information on

another issue last year - explosives-
related experiments - Iran insisted
the material proved the testing was
for civilian uses and were not related
to the al leged work on nuclear
weapons. The agency has not issued
a public opinion on that assertion.
Since August, “Iran has yet to pro-
pose any new practical measures” to
bring the investigation forward, said
the report.

The agency seeks to interview
officials suspected of involvement in
weapons research and development.
It also wants to visit sites allegedly
used for such work. But as the Iran-
six power nuclear talks approach an
end of June target date, Iranian offi-
cials are adamant that they won’t
allow such questioning or inspec-
t ions.  I ranian Deputy Foreign
Minister Abbas Araghchi called his
country’s rejection of access to such
individuals and locations “totally
nonnegotiable” yesterday.

The IAEA report,  issued to the
agency’s 35-nation board and the
UN Security Council, said it remains
“concerned about the possible exis-
tence in Iran of undisclosed nuclear-
related activities involving military-
related organizations,  including
activities related to the develop-
ment of a nuclear payload for mis-
siles.” — AP 

Christian beheads
jihadist in brutal

revenge killing
BEIRUT: A Syrian Christian fighter has beheaded an Islamic
State group (IS) militant to avenge people “executed” by
the jihadists in northeastern Syria, a monitor said yester-
day. The Syrian Observatory for Human Rights said the inci-
dent took place on Thursday in Hasakeh province, where IS
holds large areas of the countryside.

According to the monitor, the Christian fighter, a mem-
ber of the minority Assyrian community, found the jihadist
in the local village of Tal Shamiram. “He took him prisoner
and when he found out he was a  member of  IS ,  the
Assyrian fighter beheaded him in revenge for abuses com-
mitted by the group in the region,” Observatory chief Rami
Abdel Rahman said.

The Observatory is based in Britain but has covered the
Syrian conflict since it broke out four years ago thanks to a
network of sources inside the country. The Christian was
fighting in the ranks of Kurdish forces who earlier this
month drove IS out of more than a dozen Assyrian villages
the jihadists had captured in Hasakeh. IS has carried out a
wave of abuses in areas it controls in both Syria and Iraq,
including public beheadings, mass executions, enslave-
ment and rape. — AFP 

UN nuke agency reports 
Show Iran probe stalled

ATHENS: Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif addresses journalists during a news briefing. — AP

Iran’s peaceful motives still under scrutiny

IS seizes
control of
Libya’s Sirte

airport 
TRIPOLI: The Islamic State jihadist group has seized
control of the airport in the city of Sirte after forces of a
Tripoli-based Libyan government withdrew, a
spokesman said yesterday. Mohamed al-Shami, whose
government is not recognized by the international
community, said its forces pulled out late Thursday
from the airport which had “fallen into the hands of the
IS organization”.

He said the forces had pulled out of the airport,
which is also a military base called Gardabiya, to rede-
ploy “as part of an operation to secure” areas to the
east and west of Sirte. It was the first time that IS in
Libya has recorded such a military gain. “After they left,
Islamic State group fighters entered the base which
had been completely emptied of equipment, except
for one military plane which is out of use,” said Shami.
Gardabiya lies 20 kilometers south of Sirte, hometown
of late dictator Moamer Kadhafi who was ousted and
killed in Libya’s 2011 uprising.

IS itself said it took full control of the airport follow-
ing clashes with forces loyal to the Tripoli government,
in a message posted on Twitter. Officials in Tripoli said
that IS had allied with supporters of the ousted Kadhafi
regime to deploy across Sirte, a region which has oil-
fields. Sirte has been the scene of several months of
sporadic fighting between IS and the Fajr Libya (Libya
Dawn) militia alliance tasked by the Tripoli government
to secure the city.

Shami said the pro-Tripoli forces would launch a
counteroffensive to retake the airport once reinforce-
ments arrived. The city of Sirte, 450 kilometers east of
Tripoli, has turned into a bastion of Islamist extremist
groups. Since Kadhafi was toppled, chaos has gripped
Libya, with battle-hardened former rebel groups armed
with heavy weapons carving out their own fiefdoms.

Fajr Libya seized control of Tripoli last year and set
up a government and parliament opposed to the
administration recognized by the international com-
munity that has taken refuge in the country’s far east
near the border with Egypt. IS jihadists has exploited
the chaos to gain ground, especially around Sirte,
where it first emerged in February. — AFP 
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IDLIB: Fighters from a coalition of Islamist forces hang the body of a Syrian pro-regime fighter on a truck on May 29, 2015 in a
neighborhood of the town of Ariha. — AFP

BEIRUT: The Syrian government has
abandoned Idlib to concentrate on
regions deemed vital for its survival, a
security source and monitor said yes-
terday, allowing Al-Qaeda to seize the
province’s last regime-held city. Rebels
now control the vast majority of Idlib
province after Al-Nusra Front Al-
Qaeda’s Syrian affiliate-and its allies
overran Ariha and surrounding vil-
lages on Thursday. It was the latest
blow to loyalist forces who have been
battling myriad rebel groups, follow-
ing the fall  of the ancient city of
Palmyra to the Islamic State ( IS)
jihadist group last week.

“The lightning offensive ended with
a heavy pullout of regime forces and
their allies Hezbollah from the western
side of the city,”  said Rami Abdel
Rahman, head of the Syrian
Observatory for Human Rights moni-
toring group. “We can’t even say there
were real clashes with the government
in Ariha.” Al-Nusra’s allied in the so-
called Army of Conquest also seized
villages around Ariha, even as regime
warplanes bombarded the city.

Abdel Rahman said 13 regime loyal-
ists were executed by rebels inside
Ariha, and another 18 were killed in
fighting on its outskirts.  The rebel
alliance has scored a string of victories
in Idlib, including the provincial capi-
tal, the key town of Jisr Al-Shughur
and a massive military base.
Government forces had pulled back to
Ariha, which Abdel Rahman said was

heavily defended by fighters from Iran
and the Lebanese Shiite movement
Hezbollah. But the city fell to the Al-
Nusra-led alliance “in a few hours,” he
said.  President Bashar Al-Assad’s
regime still holds Abu Duhur military
airport and a sprinkling of villages and
military posts in Idlib, which borders
Turkey.

Lines of defense ‘redefined’ 
“For the regime, the vital territory

to be protected is Damascus, Homs,
Hama and the coast. Idlib is no longer
(vital), which explains the rapid retreat
from Ariha,” a security source told AFP.
And Waddah Abed Rabbo, head of Al-
Watan daily which is close to the gov-
ernment, said the regime’s priority in
Idlib was to protect main routes to its
coastal bastion to the west and in cen-
tral Syria.

The army’s retreat from Ariha “is
part of the regime’s redefining of its
l ines of defense for major Syrian
cities,” Abed Rabbo told AFP. Also
explaining its retreat in Idlib, Abdel
Rahman said the regime was ham-
pered by a serious shortage of fighters.

“Even with the support of Iran and
Hezbollah, it cannot make up the sol-
diers,” he said. In neighboring Iraq,
government and allied paramilitary
forces sought to sever the supply lines
of IS jihadists in the western province
of Anbar.

The jihadists seized Ramadi, the
provincial capital, on May 17. The UN

estimates that 85,000 people have
since fled the city. Clashes with IS in
nearby Salaheddin killed nine security
forces and Hashed al-Shaabi,  an
umbrella term for mostly Shiite militia
and volunteers, an army lieutenant
colonel and a medical source said. 

Executed one by one 
Also on Friday, Iraqi officials said at

least nine people were kil led and
dozens wounded when bombs ripped
through two upscale Baghdad hotels.
The explosions, which struck the Ishtar
and Babylon hotels, were heard across
the city centre just before midnight on
Thursday. 

Iraq’s health minister said authori-
ties have exhumed the remains of 470
people believed to have been execut-
ed by IS near Tikrit last year in what
became known as the Speicher mas-
sacre.  In June 2014, armed men
belonging or allied to IS abducted
hundreds of young, mostly Shiite
recruits from Speicher military base,
just outside the city of Tikrit.

They were lined up in several loca-
tions and executed one by one, as
shown in pictures and footage later
released by IS on the Internet. The
highest estimate for the number of
people killed in one of the worst IS
atrocit ies  stands at  1 ,700.  The
Speicher massacre played a key role
in the mass recruitment of Shiite vol-
unteers to fight the Sunni Muslim
jihadists. — AFP 

Army retreats, rebels
tighten grip on Idlib
Latest blow to loyalists’ following Palmyra fall

ISTANBUL: Images and video footage allegedly
showing trucks belonging to Turkey’s state intel-
ligence service carrying weapons to rebels in
Syria were published yesterday in a Turkish daily.
The Turkish government has vehemently denied
claims that it is arming rebels fighting in Syria
and accused dozens of prosecutors, soldiers and
security officers involved in searching the trucks
of attempting to bring it down by suggesting it
is doing so. 

Earlier this month, Turkey arrested four prose-
cutors who ordered the search of the vehicles
near the Syrian border in January 2014 and they
are now in prison pending trial. More than 30
security officers involved in the interception also
face charges including military espionage and
attempting to overthrow the government. 

The footage published on the opposition
Cumhuriyet daily’s website on Friday shows
i n s p e c t o r s  s e a r c h i n g  a  m e t a l l i c  c o n t a i n e r
watched by security officers, a prosecutor and
sniffer dogs. The officials first open cardboard
boxes marked as “fragile” and full of antibiotics.
But under those boxes they find dozens of mor-
tar shells ,  the video, shot by an anonymous
bystander, appears to show. 

Cumhuriyet, which also published a series of
still images, said the weapons were of Russian
origin and had been supplied from ex-Soviet
countries.  The daily claimed the trucks were car-
ry ing a  total  of  1 ,000 mortar  shel ls ,  80 ,000
r o u n d s  o f  a m m u n i t i o n  f o r  l i g h t  a n d  h e a v y
weapons as well as hundreds of grenade launch-
ers.

‘Terrorism charges’
Istanbul prosecutors immediately launched

an investigation into Cumhuriyet on “terrorism”
charges, the online Radikal newspaper said.  The
government earlier claimed the trucks were car-
rying humanitarian aid to Turkomen community
in Syria and President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
branded the interception “treason”.  Tensions
over foreign policy are running high in the run-
up to the June 7 parliamentary elections, with
the ruling Justice and Development Party (AKP)
seeking to hold on to the dominance it  has
maintained since it first swept to power in 2002.
“ T h i s  i s  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  i n f o r m a t i o n .  I t  n o w
appears that those boxes contained weapons.
These images are very disturbing for the prestige
of Turkey,” main opposition Republican Peoples’
Party (CHP) leader Kemal Kilicdaroglu told AFP.

“Those who illegally sent arms to a Muslim
country have blood on their hands,” he said,
accusing Turkey of aiding a group-the Islamic
State-it calls “terrorist”.  Human Rights Watch
said on Thursday the incident exposed “murky
dimensions to Turkey’s involvement with the
conflict in Syria and the Turkish government’s
concern to prevent any legal scrutiny of Turkish
intelligence operations”. The Turkish authorities
h a v e  s o u g h t  t o  l i n k  t h e  a f f a i r  t o  U S - b a s e d
preacher Fethullah Gulen who Erdogan accuses
of running a parallel state through supporters in
the judiciary and police with the aim of usurping
him. Turkey has denied aiding jihadists in Syria
such as the IS group, although it wants to see
Syrian President Bashar Al-Assad toppled. — AFP 

Turkish daily:
Govt aiding
Syrian rebels
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ABUJA: Muhammadu Buhari was sworn in as Nigeria’s new presi-
dent yesterday, vowing to tackle the country’s many problems
“head on”, including Boko Haram, at a ceremony rich with military
pomp and cultural tradition. A 21-gun salute rang out across the
capital, Abuja, after he took the oath of office before the chief jus-
tice of Nigeria to begin a four-year term beset with difficulties
from the outset.

The new leader, dressed in flowing white robes traditional in
his native Muslim-majority north, said he belonged “to every-
body... and to nobody” and acknowledged the “enormous chal-
lenges” ahead. But he told the crowd: “We are going to tackle
them head on... We must not succumb to hopelessness and
defeatism. We can fix our problems.” He added: “The new govern-
ment is basking in a reservoir of goodwill and high expectations...
We have an opportunity. Let us take it.”

The devout Muslim also called Boko Haram “a mindless, god-
less group who are as far away from Islam as one can think of”,
while pledging efforts to free hostages, including the girls kid-
napped from their school in Chibok last year. Armed services per-
sonnel in ceremonial dress filed past to a marching band, mar-
shaled by officers on horseback, and Buhari toured the venue in
an open-topped presidential jeep, waving and clenching his right
fist in a traditional Hausa greeting.

The former military ruler-Nigeria’s second after Olusegun
Obasanjo to become elected president-faces several crises, from
severe economic turmoil to Boko Haram’s still-raging insurgency.
The inauguration, before past Nigerian leaders and serving heads
of state from across the continent, comes 32 years after he seized
power in a military coup. Before taking the oath, he shook hands
with the elected president he ousted in 1983, Shehu Shagari, and
the general who deposed him 20 months later, Ibrahim
Babangida.

‘Converted democrat’
Buhari has described himself as a “converted democrat” and

vowed to lead an administration committed to the needs of
Nigeria’s 173 million people by cracking down on the scourge of
corruption.  His election victory on March 28 was the first time in
Nigeria’s history that an opposition candidate had defeated a sit-
ting president and has been hailed as a watershed for democracy.

There are high hopes for his stewardship of Africa’s most popu-
lous nation, which has struggled for decades with woeful infra-
structure, crippling unemployment and widespread unrest.
“People are very happy. Nigerians both inside and outside the
country have tremendous expectations from this new govern-
ment,” said businessman Chambers Okorie. “We are looking for-
ward to seeing the reality of this change he has professed,” he

added, expressing hope Buhari can end decades of religious and
ethnic division that have blighted the nation.

Corruption, economic crisis 
Nigeria is Africa’s top oil producer and leading economy, but

plunging oil prices have caused a cash crunch, weakening the
naira currency to historic lows and forcing state projects to be
shelved. Buhari and his All Progressives Congress Party have
pledged sweeping change, particularly in job creation, boosting
infrastructure, electricity supply and insecurity.  But with the pub-
lic coffers in tatters, Buhari’s ability to deliver on campaign promis-
es may be limited in the short term. 

Research and investment firm Renaissance Capital said Buhari’s
government would be “substantially resource-constrained” and
his biggest challenge would be managing high expectations.
Buhari won the support of voters largely through his tough stance
against corruption. His previous time in charge was characterized
by a crackdown on graft and “indiscipline”.

He said his administration would have zero tolerance for cor-
ruption but experts warn that maintaining his fragile coalition
could involve working with some politicians who have a mixed
past. Buhari enjoys massive support in the north. But he almost
certainly would have lost without the backing of partners from the
predominately Christian south, including ex-PDP heavyweights
who have been linked to graft. Cabinet appointments, due in the
coming days, will be closely watched. 

Insurgency 
Buhari yesterday renewed his pledge to end the Boko Haram

insurgency, which has claimed at least 15,000 lives since 2009 and
made some 1.5 million people homeless. Gains have been made
since February in an offensive backed by neighboring Cameroon,
Chad and Niger but violence persists and sustained pressure is
required to defeat the resilient Islamists. Buhari said the military’s
operational command centre would be shifted from Abuja to
Maiduguri, the capital of Borno state worst hit by the violence.

All efforts would be made to rescue the 219 girls kidnapped
from their school in Chibok in April 2014 and hundreds of other
hostages held by the group, he added. Containing unrest in the
southern, oil-producing Niger Delta may prove to be just as
tough a problem, with former militants threatening to resume
violence. A 2009 government amnesty program that saw oil
rebels swap guns for regular cash stipends has significantly
reduced unrest but the scheme expires at the end of this year.
Buhari recognized the fact but added: “The government intends
to invest heavily in the projects and programs currently in
place.” — AFP 

Buhari sworn in as
Nigeria president 

Historic win faces ‘enormous challenges’ ahead

ABUJA: Former Nigerian President Goodluck Jonathan (left) shakes hands with Nigerian President Mohammadu Buhari
after handing over power at the Eagles Square. —AFP 

UK govt looks to 
ban legal highs

LONDON: Legal highs such as “hippy crack” would be made
illegal under a draft law published by Britain’s government
yesterday. The planned blanket ban-with special exemptions
for alcohol and other substances-is one of the first measures
announced by Prime Minister David Cameron’s new centre-
right government following last month’s general election.

It comes following a spate of reports in tabloid newspapers
about the popularity of “hippy crack”, also known as laughing
gas or nitrous oxide.  The discarded, small silver-colored cap-
sules which users break open before inhaling the substance
via a balloon are a common sight on streets in busy parts of
London and other British cities and leading England foot-
ballers have been pictured inhaling the substance. 

The legislation is drawn widely in an attempt to ensure the
law keeps pace with the development of new drugs which are
often sold over the Internet. It would ban all “psychoactive
substances” which “by stimulating or depressing the person’s
central nervous system (affect) the person’s mental function-
ing or emotional state”.

The draft law includes exemptions for alcohol, tobacco, caf-
feine and medicines including homeopathic and herbal medi-
cine. Anyone convicted under the law could face a jail term of
up to a year.  “The landmark bill will fundamentally change the
way we tackle new psychoactive substances and put an end to
the game of cat and mouse in which new drugs appear on the
market more quickly than government can identify and ban
them,” said Crime Minister Mike Penning. But some scientists
have warned that the ban could limit research on the thera-
peutic use of drugs. The measure still has to be debated and
voted on by parliament before becoming law. —AFP 

Vatican receives
over 147 suspicious

transactions 
VATICAN CITY: The Vatican’s financial watchdog
agency said yesterday it received 147 reports of suspi-
cious financial transactions last year, a sign that tough
new anti-money laundering norms are taking hold at
its scandal-marred bank. The Financial Information
Authority’s annual report showed a slight decline in
the number of suspicious reports received in 2014
compared to the 202 received in 2013, when the
Vatican bank was undergoing a review of all its
accounts.

Of the 147 transactions that were flagged as poten-
tially problematic in 2014, the agency forwarded seven
to Vatican prosecutors for investigation. Most con-
cerned suspected fraud, tax fraud or tax evasion, the
report said. Emeritus Pope Benedict XVI created the
agency in 2010 as a key part of a bid to clean up the
Vatican’s financial house to comply with international
anti-money laundering and anti-terror financing
norms.

Italian prosecutors had long accused the Vatican’s
bank, for example, of having such lax standards that
Italians could use it to shield money from Italian tax
authorities. In recent years, senior bank officials were
placed under investigation by Italian magistrates for
allegedly violating anti-money-laundering norms,
while a Vatican accountant was put on trial for using
his bank accounts to allegedly launder money. The
watchdog, known as AIF, last month signed a tax infor-
mation sharing agreement with Italy in a bid to crack
down on evasion. And it has signed agreements with
some 20 other countries to share financial information
in general.

AIF said it the number of cases of cooperation with
other countries had increased from four in 2012 to 113
in 2014. The agency’s president, Rene Bruelhart, said
the Vatican had made a “big step forward” in 2014,
implementing its new laws and conducting its first on-
site inspection of the bank. “Is everything great and
perfect? No. It most probably will never be because it’s
an ongoing process,” he said. “But it’s a very good and
it’s a very transparent process.” — AFP
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NEW DELHI: A radioactive material leak was
detected yesterday at New Delhi’s interna-
tional airport on a shipment of nuclear
medicine from Turkey before being
plugged by emergency teams, officials said.
The incident happened near the cargo area
of Turkish Airlines where four cartons con-
taining nuclear medicine material were
found to be damaged, an official in the
National Disaster Response Force told AFP.

“The situation is under control; our
teams are at the spot. There is no need to
panic,” the official added on condition of
anonymity. “Atomic energy experts are on
their way to assess and analyze the situa-
tion. The consignment has been isolated.”
India’s Home Minister Rajnath Singh con-
firmed the incident at the Indira Gandhi
International Airport, adding that the “leak-
age has been plugged”. The NDTV network
reported that two cargo workers who were
exposed to the leakage had been taken to
hospital for precautionary checks. The

material, identified as Sodium Iodide 131, is
used to treat thyroid disorders and was
meant to be delivered to a private hospital
in the Indian capital. 

In 2010, a scrap yard worker in Delhi died
from radiation poisoning and seven others
were injured, raising concerns over the han-
dling of radioactive material in India.
Environmental group Toxic Links estimates
that India produces five million tons of haz-
ardous industrial waste every year and
imports 5,000 tons of scrap metal every day.
Delhi airport authorities said the area of
exposure was far away from any of the pas-
senger terminals and that there was
“absolutely no risk of exposure to any pas-
sengers”. “They said area has been cor-
doned off and as per the preliminary assess-
ment... the material has been termed as that
of low radio activity,” the authorities said in
a statement.  “All passenger operations are
proceeding safely and normally without any
interruption. — AFP 

Radioactive leak
at Delhi airport 

BERLIN:  A German aid worker kidnapped in
Afghanistan in April is free and safe, the German
foreign ministry said yesterday. “Foreign minister
(Frank-Walter) Steinmeier is relieved that a
German man who was abducted in mid-April has
been free since last night,” the spokeswoman told
reporters. “He is doing well under the circum-
stances and is in the custody of the German con-
sulate in Mazar-I-Sharif” in northern Afghanistan,
she added. The German development agency GIZ,
the man’s employer, also confirmed he was free. 

Meanwhile an Afghan official said the man
had been liberated by security forces. “He was
rescued in a police operation at 3:00 am early yes-
terday,” Abdul Wadood Wahidi, the spokesman
for the Kunduz provincial governor, told AFP. He
did not offer any details about the operation. The
German foreign ministry spokeswoman also
declined to provide further information on the
case, which was kept quiet during the hostage’s
captivity, but said a German crisis team had been
working to secure his release. Steinmeier also dis-
cussed the case with Afghan President Ashraf
Ghani in early May.

“The German government wishes to thank the
Afghan government and the Afghan security
forces for their full support in Kabul and Kunduz
(the northern province where the aid worker was
taken),” the spokeswoman said. Asked whether a
ransom had been paid, she reiterated the stan-
dard German position: “The government does not
allow itself to be blackmailed.” There has been an
increase in kidnappings by militant groups in
Afghanistan this year. 

Earlier this month, Kabul was able to secure the
release of 19 out of 31 mostly Shiite Afghans kid-
napped by gunmen in the southern part of the
country in early February in what was reported to
be a prisoner swap. Late last month hundreds of
Taliban militants came within six kilometers
Kunduz city just hours after the insurgents
launched their annual spring offensive, in the
most serious threat to any provincial capital since
the US-led 2001 invasion of Afghanistan.

The insurgents have since been pushed back
after Afghan reinforcements were brought in from
other frontlines, but theighting continues to rage
on the fringes of the city. —AP

HYDERABAD: Indian authorities urged hospitals
to treat heatstroke as an emergency as the toll
from a long heatwave topped 1,800 yesterday,
making it the deadliest in more than two
decades. Hundreds of mainly poor people die at
the height of summer every year in India, but this
year’s figures are already nearly double the annu-
al average.

Experts say the official figures likely under-
state the true impact because heatstroke dispro-
portionately affects the poor and homeless, who
are less likely to die in hospitals. Most of the con-
firmed deaths are in the southern states of
Telangana and Andhra Pradesh, where doctors
described hospitals overflowing with victims of
severe heatstroke. P Tulsi Rani, special commis-
sioner for disaster management in the state, said

the high number of deaths was down to record
high temperatures over a longer period that usu-
al.

“So many people died this year because the
heat wave is continuing for a longer period than
it normally does, and also record temperatures
have been recorded in a number of places,” he
told AFP. “It (the heatwave) has been continuing
for a longer period, for about 7 to 8 days now,
whereas usually it only lasts for a few days.”

Authorities in Telangana said they were run-
ning a television campaign to teach people how
to stay cool and recognize the symptoms of heat
stroke, which can be fatal if left untreated.
Streets of the state capital Hyderabad were
deserted during the hottest period of the day,
with many shops and businesses shut. Syed

Samad, who owns a business renting out air con-
ditioning units, said trade was better than ever
before.

Preventive measures 
“We provide air conditioners on rent to people

for 50 rupees (80 cents) per day on a monthly
contract,” he said. “Business has been great this
year, much better than previous years. All our
units have been leased out throughout April and
May, which has never happened before.”
Authorities in Delhi, where top temperatures
have hit 45 degrees Celsius, ordered hospitals to
treat heat stroke victims as emergency cases.
“The main thing is prevention in this situation, to
ensure that preventive measures are being tak-
en,” said Charan Singh, additional director of

public health in the state government.
The surge in demand for electricity from air

conditioners led to power cuts in parts of Delhi,
exacerbating the misery for residents of the capi-
tal. Unconfirmed reports said two people had
died in Delhi, where tens of thousands sleep on
the streets with little protection from the heat.
Authorities in eastern Orissa state said they had
12 confirmed deaths from heatstroke and were
investigating the causes of another 80. India
declares a heatwave when the maximum temper-
ature hits 45 degrees Celsius, or five degrees
higher than the average for the area in previous
years. The monsoon is forecast to hit the south-
ern state of Kerala on May 30 before sweeping
across the country, but it will be weeks before the
cooling rains reach India’s arid plains. — AFP 

Death tolls topped 1,800 and growing

NEW DELHI: A mirage shimmers over Rajpath leading to India Gate. — AFP 

India battles deadliest heatwave in decades

German hostage set
free in Afghanistan 
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BANGKOK: A regional conference called to address the swelling
tide of boat people in Southeast Asia ended yesterday with no
major breakthroughs beyond a consensus to keep talking.
Myanmar criticized those blaming it for fueling the crisis, warning
that “finger pointing” would not help. In Myanmar, state television
announced the navy seized 727 migrants found on a boat a few
dozen miles (kilometers) off the coast of the Irrawaddy Delta
region, the latest vessel found in the last few weeks. The report
identified those on board as “Bengalis” - a reference to Bangladesh
- and said they were taken to a nearby island.

Yesterday’s meeting in Bangkok was attended by representa-
tives of 17 countries directly or indirectly affected by the growing
crisis, including the United States and Japan, and officials from
international organizations such as the UN refugee agency and the
International Organization for Migration. “The most encouraging
result was the general consensus that these discussions need to
continue,” said IOM Director-General William Lacy Swing. “It cannot
be a one-off.”

Asian nations have been beset by growing waves of desperate
migrants from Bangladesh and Myanmar. In the last several weeks
alone, at least 3,000 people have been rescued by fishermen or
made their way ashore in Indonesia, Malaysia and Thailand. Several
thousand more are believed to still be at sea after human smug-
glers abandoned their boats amid a regional crackdown that has
unearthed the graves of dozens of people who died while being
kept hostage in illegal trafficking camps.

Some are Bangladeshis who left their impoverished homeland
in hope of finding jobs abroad. But many are Rohingya Muslims
who have fled persecution in Buddhist-majority Myanmar, which
has denied them basic rights, confined more than 100,000 to
camps and denies them citizenship. There are more than 1 million
Rohingya living in the country formerly known as Burma.

Basic freedoms 
At the start of the meeting, the UN’s assistant high commission-

er for refugees responsible for protection, Volker Turk, said there
could be no solution if root causes are not addressed. “This will
require full assumption of responsibility by Myanmar toward its
entire people. Granting citizenship is the ultimate goal,” he said. “In
the interim ... recognizing that Myanmar is their own country is
urgently required (as well as) access to identity documents and the
removal of restrictions on basic freedoms.”

Htin Linn, the acting director of Myanmar’s Foreign Affairs
Ministry, shot back in a speech afterward, saying Turk should “be
more informed” and casting doubt on whether “the spirit of coop-
eration is prevailing in the room.”

“Finger pointing will not serve any purpose. It will take us
nowhere,” he said. The word “Rohingya” did not appear on the invi-
tation for the meeting, after Myanmar threatened to boycott the
talks if it did, and most people who spoke at Friday’s meeting
avoided saying it. Myanmar’s government does not recognize
Rohingya as an ethnic group, arguing instead they are really
Bangladeshis. Bangladesh also does not recognize the Rohingya as
citizens. Southeast Asian governments have largely ignored the
issue for years. The problem has recently attracted international
attention amid increased media scrutiny as more migrants and
refugees pour out of the Bay of Bengal. In many cases, they pay
human smugglers thousands of dollars for passage to another
country, but are instead held for weeks or months while traffickers
extort more money from their families back home. Rights groups
say some migrants have been beaten to death.

Human rights groups have urged those involved in the talks to
find a better way of saving the people still stranded at sea, and to
put pressure on Myanmar to end its repressive policies that drive
Rohingya to flee. Swing said more than 160,000 people have fled
into Southeast Asia since 2012, 25,000 of them this year.

“These are large numbers, but this is not an invasion or an inun-
dation. It is something that is entirely manageable if we can come
together as a community with the right policies,” he said, adding
that one of the challenges is changing the way migrants are
viewed. “Now it’s a fairly toxic narrative, a fairly negative one,”
Swing said. But he said many nations were “built on the backs of
migrants and with the minds of migrants. We need to ... look upon
migrants as opportunities rather than a problem.”

Boats of burden 
That will not be easy. Most nations in the region view the boat

people as a burden, and refugees have been ping-ponged back
and forth between Southeast Asian nations that have long tried to
push them away. In a turnaround, Malaysia and Indonesia agreed
this month to provide Rohingya with shelter for one year. It is
unclear what will happen after that, though both countries have
called on the international community to help with resettlement
and the U.S. has offered to take some in. —AP

Migrant meeting ends
with no major results

Myanmar warns against ‘finger pointing’

Migrants nearing 
road to recovery 

BAYEUN: Images of the starving, desperate migrants
pleading for help from their green wooden boat off
Thailand caused shockwaves and focused global
attention on Asia’s human-trafficking crisis. But just
over a week after being rescued off Indonesia, the
boat people appear on the road to recovery. AFP
tracked down some of  the Rohingya and
Bangladeshis, and found many relaxed, dressed in
fresh clothes and less gaunt and emaciated.  They
were being cared for at a camp of tents and derelict
buildings in Bayeun, in the staunchly Islamic province
Aceh, where there has been an outpouring of sympa-
thy for the migrants, particularly the Rohingya, a
Muslim minority who are fleeing persecution in most-
ly Buddhist Myanmar. 

After weeks with little food and water at sea, they
are now being given three meals a day and local
Acehnese are bringing regular donations of clothes,
toiletries and snacks. Most had had their heads
shaved to prevent the spread of lice. Muhammad
Ehsan,  an 18-year-old Bangladeshi ,  was pho-
tographed on May 14 half-submerged on the edge of
the boat, stick-thin and wearing a dirty red vest, eat-
ing food dropped by a Thai army helicopter with
another migrant, as the vessel floated off the Thai
island of Koh Lipe. Two weeks later he is barely rec-
ognizable, dressed neatly in a shirt, sarong and
prayer cap.

“I’m a lot better than when I arrived,” he told AFP.
“Praise God, the people here have been very nice to
me and I am getting better day by day.” The tale of
how he ended up on the migrant boat echoed that of
many others he was a construction worker in Cox’s
Bazar, southern Bangladesh, but was persuaded to
board a people-smuggling vessel carrying hundreds
of others with the promise of a highly-paid job in
Malaysia.  “They hardly gave us anything to eat, we
lived on dried chili, raw pumpkins and bananas... We
drank from the sea, we had no choice.”

High-seas ordeal 
Others in the camp were also slowly recovering

from their ordeal.  Rohingya migrant Abdul Rasyid,
37, was pictured earlier this month looking forlorn
and clutching his belly, dressed in a dirty white vest.
Now in the Indonesian camp, he looked well fed and
was dressed in a clean, white T-shirt, jeans and a
prayer cap.

It was the same story with Yusuf, a 22-year-old
Rohingya, who was photographed looking miserable
and desperately thin as he clung to the side of the
boat but now appears to be getting better. The
approximately 400 migrants on the boat are among
several thousand who have made it to shore in
Indonesia, Malaysia and Thailand since the crisis
erupted earlier this month.  The illicit trade was
thrown into chaos at the start of May after a Thai
crackdown disrupted long-establ ished routes.
People-smugglers who normally head to camps in
Thailand abandoned their human cargo at sea, leav-
ing them to be rescued by fishermen or dumping
them in shallow water to swim to shore.

After being spotted by global media off Koh Lipe,
the green wooden boat became emblematic of the
migrant crisis. It lost contact for several days after it
was seen off Thailand, raising fears for those on
board.  It was pushed out of Malaysian waters, but
Acehnese fishermen spotted the desperate migrants
on May 20 and ferried them to shore, joining more
than 1,000 others who have arrived in the province
this month. Southeast Asian nations, particularly
Myanmar, have come in for criticism for their failure
to address the crisis. Delegates from 17 nations were
gathering in Thailand at a conference Friday to dis-
cuss the issue. —AFP

BANGKOK: Htin Linn, the head of the Myanmar delegation, points while speaking at the “Special Meeting on
Irregular Migration in the Indian Ocean” regarding the Rohingya and Bangladeshi migrant crisis at a hotel. —AP
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WASHINGTON: The US Army’s top general said Thursday that human
error probably was not a factor in the Army’s mistaken shipment of
live anthrax samples from a chemical weapons testing site that was
opened more than 70 years ago in a desolate stretch of desert in Utah.
Samples from the anthrax lot ended up at 18 labs in nine states and
an Army lab in South Korea, leading more than two dozen people to
get treatment for possible exposure. Gen Ray Odierno, the Army chief
of staff, told reporters the problem may have been a failure in the
technical process of killing, or inactivating, anthrax samples. Odierno
said the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention is investigating
what went wrong at Dugway Proving Ground, the Army installation in
Utah where the anthrax originated.

Officials said the government labs that received the suspect
anthrax were at the Army’s Edgewood Chemical Biological Center in
Maryland and the Naval Surface Warfare Center in Virginia. The rest
were commercial labs, which the Pentagon has declined to identify,
citing legal constraints. Some of the samples sent from Utah were also
transferred to other labs in the US by the Edgewood center, a research
and development resource for nonmedical chemical and biological
defense.

Possible exposure
CDC spokesman Jason McDonald said four people at labs in

Delaware, Texas and Wisconsin were recommended to get antibiotics
as a precaution, although they are not sick. US officials at Osan Air
Base in South Korea said 22 people were being treated for possible
exposure. Odierno said normal procedures had been followed, and
that he was not aware that such a problem had surfaced previously at
Dugway. But there have been at least two other questionable inci-
dents at the military post 85 miles west of Salt Lake City that has been
testing chemical and biological warfare weapons since it was opened
in 1942. In 2011, Dugway was locked down for 12 hours because less
than one-fourth of a teaspoon of VX nerve agent was unaccounted
for. Military officials launched an internal investigation, but the results
were not released. Questions about the incident were not answered
Thursday by military officials. Utah Gov. Gary Herbert said in 2011 that
he met with the base commander and that the issue had been
resolved to his satisfaction.

In 1968, Dugway came under scrutiny when 6,000 sheep died

nearby. An Army report acknowledged that the nerve agent was
found in snow and grass samples, The Salt Lake Tribune reported
based on a report that was declassified in 1978. An Army spokesman
said in the late 1990s that state agriculture scientists never identified
the cause of death of the sheep.

Biochemical warfare
Herbert said in a statement he’s concerned about the incident and

is working with the CDC to monitor the investigation. Test facilities
like Dugway are intended to develop ways to defend against bio-
chemical warfare, which some fear could be used by terrorists, said
Barry M Blechman, co-founder of the Stimson Center, a nonpartisan
global security group in Washington.—AP

Live anthrax shipments from Utah
Military site under investigation
Failure in the technical process of killing samples

UTAH: In this May 11, 2003, file photo, Microbiologist
Ruth Bryan works with BG nerve agent stimulant in
Class III Glove Box in the Life Sciences Test Facility at
Dugway Proving Ground. — AP

Many Republicans on 
trail to the White House

WASHINGTON: In 2008, there were 10 Republicans and eight
Democrats competing to succeed George W Bush in the White
House. This year, Hillary Clinton has cemented her role as the
prohibitive Democratic favorite, but no fewer than 16
Republicans have emerged in the most wide-open nomination
race in decades.

The declared 
Marco Rubio: The 44-year-old US senator from Florida, elect-

ed in 2010, is the son of Cuban immigrants and speaks fluent
Spanish. He advocates muscular foreign policy and US military
re-engagement in the world.

Ted Cruz: The senator from Texas, also 44, is an excellent
orator, former lawyer, and flagbearer of arch-conservative caus-
es. Rand Paul: A first-term senator like Rubio and Cruz, the 52-
year-old Kentuckian represents the party’s libertarian wing. His
election strategy includes drawing support from African-
Americans and Hispanics. Ben Carson: A retired neurosurgeon
who has never held public office, the conservative Tea Party
favorite, 63, is the only African-American in the race.

Mike Huckabee: The former Arkansas governor, preacher
and television host makes his second presidential run.
Huckabee, 59, hopes to capitalize on his rural evangelical fol-
lowing. Carly Fiorina: Hewlett-Packard’s ex-CEO spent millions
from her personal fortune in an unsuccessful 2010 Senate bid.
Fiorina, 60, is the only Republican woman running.

Rick Santorum: The 57-year-old former senator from swing-
state Pennsylvania and champion of the religious right won
Iowa caucuses in 2012 but ultimately lost the nomination. He is
again casting himself as fighting for blue-collar Americans.

George Pataki: The three-term governor who guided New
York through the 9/11 attacks in 2001 launched his campaign
Thursday. Pataki, 69, casts himself as a moderate who can over-
come “partisan division.”

The all-but-declared 
Jeb Bush: Florida’s ex-governor is son and brother to two

presidents. He is the Republican most open to immigration
reform. While not officially a candidate, the 62-year-old’s net-
work has raised vast sums of money. —AFP
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CHICAGO: He infuriated Republican leaders by almost single-
handedly delaying the extension of the anti-terrorism Patriot Act.
Now, Kentucky Sen Rand Paul is fighting to transform his recent
Capitol Hill victory into momentum with presidential primary vot-
ers. Tangling with a complicated issue that divides the public,
Paul does not have an easy task.

Yet he’s seized the opportunity in interviews across the coun-
try this week before another showdown in Congress. And as he
courts voters in three states, the 52-year-old Republican is putting
new distance between himself and the rest of his party’s presi-
dential hopefuls. Voters are noticing. “I think some of his ideas are
a breath of fresh air,” said Corey Brooks, an African-American pas-
tor on the South Side of Chicago, where Paul campaigned on
Wednesday. “His views are diametrically opposite of what
Republicans tend to say and do, and I think it’s a good thing.”

Paul has aggressively sought black support as he attempts to
craft a unique coalition of younger voters and minorities. He says
the Republican Party’s reputation “sucks” in a book released this
week that blames the GOP for letting its relationship with minori-
ties “fray to the point that it is near beyond repair.” Yet it’s unclear
how far his civil liberties focus resonates beyond the libertarian-
leaning voters who supported his father’s presidential ambitions.

Delaying tactic 
In any event, Paul’s passionate defense of civil liberties

remains the centerpiece of his platform. He stood on the Senate
floor for nearly 11 hours last week, bucking leaders in his own
party, to protest the National Security Agency’s bulk collection
program that monitors Americans’ phone records. His delaying
tactic forced Senate leaders to adjourn for the week with no reso-
lution on the Patriot Act, parts of which are set to expire Sunday
night.

Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell has summoned the
Senate to return for a rare Sunday session just hours before the
midnight deadline. Expiration would mean suspension of a pro-
gram revealed by Edward Snowden that collects data on every
American landline call, as well as of two FBI programs to track ter-
rorist suspects. Paul’s allies hyped the Sunday session in a digital
ad released yesterday that likens the debate to a professional
wrestling match.

“Watch them battle it out under the dome on the floor of the
United States Senate in the brawl for liberty this Sunday,” the nar-
rator says in a professional wrestling-style ad produced by
America’s Liberty PAC, a super PAC run by Paul’s former cam-
paign manager. The ad super imposes Paul’s head on the body of
a wrestler, while describing Texas Sen.  Ted Cruz as “the capitulat-

ing Canadian” and depicting South Carolina Sen. Lindsey Graham
in a purple Geo Metro convertible.

Emboldened by last week’s stand, Paul lashed out at the lead-
ers of his own party this week while campaigning in Illinois, Iowa
and South Carolina. His campaign also intensified its fundraising
operation to help cash in on the attention. Even in the midst of
last week’s Senate marathon session, Paul took to Twitter to invite
supporters to buy $30 “Filibuster Starter Packs” with a bumper
sticker, T-shirt and a “spy blocker” for Internet browsers.

Appearing on “The Daily Show with Jon Stewart,” Paul
charged that many Republicans have abandoned their small-gov-
ernment credo in the national security debate. He’s also blamed
Republican national security hawks for the rise of the Islamic State
group. New Jersey Gov Chris Christie said in a radio interview on
Thursday that people like Paul who oppose the Patriot Act “have
a severe case of amnesia” regarding the 9/11 terrorist attacks. A
day earlier, another potential rival for the GOP nomination,
Louisiana Gov Bobby Jindal, said Paul was “unsuited to be com-
mander in chief.”

‘A fighter’ 
Republican National Committee Chairman Reince Priebus

doesn’t necessarily agree. “I think Rand Paul is a fighter, he always
has been,” Priebus told The Associated Press. “I don’t think he’s
hurting anybody. He is an elected senator that is leading on a
number of issues in this country. Most people admire the fact that
he’s trying to lead.” Yet on government surveillance at least, it’s
unclear how closely voters are following Paul’s efforts.

In a March 2014 Pew Research Center poll, just 19 percent of
Americans said they were following “reports about the US gov-
ernment’s phone and Internet surveillance programs” very close-
ly, while more than half were not following closely. “Sen Rand
Paul will follow the Constitution over any poll,” Paul spokesman
Sergio Gor said, suggesting that public opinion is shifting. Indeed,
Paul has been railing against government intrusion of civil liber-
ties for much of his brief political career, just as he did in Chicago
this week, where the reaction was mixed.

“Most people in our community would say we don’t want gov-
ernment all in our business, but that’s not first and foremost on
our agenda,” said Brooks, the pastor. Afterward, an audience
comprised largely of young entrepreneurs broke into applause
when Paul’s so-called filibuster was mentioned. William Glennan,
a 25-year-old welder from Texas, said Paul was refreshing. “It’s a
younger message. I like it because he’s splitting away from the
traditional Republican Party,” Glennan said. “I think everybody’s
getting sick of the old-school Republicans.” — AP 

NEW HAMPSHIRE: Republican presidential candidate, Sen Rand Paul, R-Ky arrives to a cheering crowd at a town hall
meeting with area residents. — AP

Paul running on civil
liberty after gambit

‘His ideas are a breath of fresh air’
60% of Americans

back drone
strikes overseas

NEW YORK: Nearly 60 percent of Americans approve of
drone strikes that target extremists in Pakistan, Somalia
and Yemen despite concerns that they endanger inno-
cent civilians, a new poll found Thursday. The Pew
Research Center said its national survey showed that 58
percent approve of US drone strikes against extremists
in those countries and that 35 percent disapprove.

Support  for  drone str ikes crosses party l ines,
although Republicans, at 74 percent, are more likely
than Democrats, at 52 percent, to favor the use of
drones to target extremists, the poll found. Just under
half of respondents, 48 percent, said they were very
concerned that drone strikes endanger the lives of
innocent civilians, while 32 percent said they were
somewhat concerned.

Only three in 10 Americans said they were very con-
cerned that US strikes could lead to retaliation from
extremist groups and only 24 percent said the strikes
could damage America’s reputation. Less than a third
— 29 percent-said they were very concerned about
whether the strikes were legal. US hostage Warren
Weinstein and fellow hostage, Italian aid worker
Giovanni Lo Porto, were killed in a CIA drone strike tar-
geting an Al-Qaeda hideout in Pakistan in January.

President Barack Obama’s admission that the strike
inadvertently killed the hostages raised fresh questions
in America about the limits and risks of the classified,
targeted killing program. Since taking office in 2009,
Obama has relied heavily on drone raids to hunt down
Al-Qaeda leaders and other Islamist extremists from
Pakistan’s tribal areas to Somalia and Yemen.

Human rights groups and some lawmakers question
the legality and the morality of the drone war, citing
estimates that hundreds of civilians may have been
kil led by the str ikes.  The survey was carried out
between May 12-18 based on telephone interviews
with around 2,000 adults living in all 50 US states and
the capital Washington. It has a margin of error of 2.5
percent. — AFP 

Chinese scam
cons NY granny

NEW YORK: A 61-year-old Chinese man pleaded guilty
Thursday to stealing $60,000 from a New York grand-
mother after he promised to bless her son’s alleged
evil spirits away, prosecutors said. The defendant, Xue
Fang Zhou, admitted grand larceny in the third degree,
in the latest in a series of convictions linked to Chinese
blessing scams that have blighted cities in North
America.

Prosecutors say versions of the scam have cropped
up in cities with significant Chinese populations such
as Boston and San Francisco, as well as Toronto in
Canada. Manhattan District Attorney Cyrus Vance said
the retired, 65-year-old grandmother lost nearly all her
life savings in the October 2014 incident.

“Variations of this scam have led to thousands of
dollars in losses for elderly victims here in New York
and across the country,” Vance said. The elderly, super-
stitious and the Chinese immigrant community are at
particular risk, he cautioned. Zhou engineered an intro-
duct ion to  the  grandmother  near  Manhattan’s
Chinatown, informing her that her son was cursed with
bad luck.

The son was at risk of harm, Zhou said, unless a
blessing ritual was performed over the victim’s money.
The victim collected her valuables so Zhou could per-
form the purported blessing, but promptly discovered
that her bag of $60,000 and jewelry had been switched
with a bag of water bottles. Zhou is the sixth person to
plead guilty in Manhattan to crimes related to blessing
scams in the last two years, prosecutors said. — AFP
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DRESDEN, Germany: Jacob J Lew, US Secretary of the Treasury, listens to questions during a press conference at the G7 Finance Ministers meeting yesterday. — AP 

DRESDEN, Germany: The United States and
Japan pressed Europe to resolve Greece’s
debt crisis and avoid rattling the eurozone
and the global economy, as Athens’ troubles
dominated talks of the Group of Seven
finance ministers yesterday. Even though
Greece was not on the official agenda of the
three-day meeting in Dresden, it was a key
topic as time runs out for Athens to reach a
deal with its international creditors to
unlock Ä7.2. billion ($7.9 billion) in bailout
cash. 

“All parties need to move,” US Treasury
Secretary Jack Lew told reporters after the
meeting wrapped up yesterday. He called
for agreement quickly on the broad terms of
a deal to avoid the risk of stumbling on diffi-
cult details at the last moment: “I think wait-
ing until the day or two before whatever the
deadline is, is just a way of courting an acci-
dent. There needs to be some flexibility on
the part of the institutions,” namely the
European Central Bank, the International
Monetary Fund and the European
Commission. The three lenders are demand-
ing that the Greek government push
through economic reforms in return for
bailout funds. “Greece needs to make very
tough decisions,” the US finance chief con-

tinued, but “one won’t happen without the
other.” “Everyone agrees that resolving this
without crisis would be in the interest of
everyone and the global economy,” he said. 

No ‘Grexit’ Scenario 
Representatives of the key actors in the

Greek negotiations - IMF chief Christine
Lagarde, ECB president Mario Draghi and
the EU’s commissioner for economic and
monetary affairs Pierre Moscovic - all attend-
ed the Dresden talks, held to prepare for a
wider summit of G7 leaders starting June 7.
Lagarde had caused a flurry the day before
by saying in a newspaper interview that a
so-called “Grexit” - or Greek exit from the
eurozone - was “a potential”. But French
Finance Minister Michel Sapin insisted:
“There is no Grexit scenario.” There had
been “progress” in the negotiations, but
“results are still insufficient so far,” Sapin
said.

Mixed Signals 
The meeting’s host, German Finance

Minister Wolfgang Schaeuble, also sought to
play down assertions by Athens that Greece
is on the verge of reaching a deal with its
creditors. “The positive reports out of Athens

don’t fully reflect the state of talks,”
Schaeuble said.

The Greek government has sent mixed
signals about how close the two sides are to
a deal. On the one hand it has suggested
that an agreement could be reached by
Sunday. But Finance Minister Yanis
Varoufakis told VimaFM radio on Friday that
while a deal was close, under a February
agreement “the country’s aid program was
prolonged until June 30, thus that is the
date by which we need to arrive at a deal”. If
Varoufakis sees the end of June as the ulti-
mate deadline for a deal, this would offer
Athens and its creditors a longer timeframe
to conclude their talks than next week,
when Greek officials have said they may not
have enough money to make a repayment
to the IMF.

Yuan Ambitions 
The governor of the Bank of Japan

Haruhiko Kuroda warned of the conse-
quences of a possible “Grexit”. “If for the first
time a country leaves the eurozone, then it
won’t be the same stable monetary union as
before,” Kuroda told the business daily
Handelsblatt. In fact, the euro area would
then simply resemble a system of fixed

exchange rates and such systems had never
proven particularly successful in the past, the
central bank chief said. 

Among the official topics on the agenda
were the state of the global economy, finan-
cial regulation, fighting tax evasion and ways
of starving jihadist groups like the Islamic
State of funding. The Chinese currency, the
yuan or renminbi, also featured in discus-
sions, as Beijing continues to push for it to
play a greater role in the world financial sys-
tem. It wants the yuan to be included in the
basket that makes up the IMF’s own “special
drawing rights” reserve currency.

Meeting host Schaueble said there was
fundamental agreement that this should be
the case, but he added that “there are techni-
cal issues and not just technical ones” to sort
out first.  “It would not be good to rush it,” he
said. Schaeuble also said the G7 countries
were prepared to make further financial aid
available to Nepal in the wake of the recent
devastating earthquakes there. And the head
of the German central bank or Bundesbank,
Jens Weidmann, said the G7 was pushing for
a “code of conduct” for banking profession-
als following a wave of different scandals
such as the rigging of interest rates and for-
eign currency markets. — AFP 

Europe pressed to resolve Greek crisis
US warns G7 of ‘accident’ without Greece deal
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LONDON: The dollar inched higher
yesterday, putting it on track for a
monthly rise in May, while Chinese
shares steadied after a plunge a day
earlier that stoked concerns about
the financial health of the world’s
second largest economy. European
stock markets were a touch lower,
with dealers pointing to doubts over
Greece’s ability to make good on a
promise it would reach a cash-for-
reforms deal with its euro zone part-
ners by tomorrow. Oil markets were
almost 1 percent higher, while prices
of German government bonds, a safe
haven for money in the euro zone
looking for refuge from the Greek
worries, rose.

The dollar spent much of April and
May in its roughest patch since the
start  of  a ral ly last  year that has
changed the playing field for busi-
ness and financial investors world-
wide. It fell as much as 9 percent
against the euro between April 13
and May 15 but has recovered more
than half of that loss in the past week
after US Federal Reserve chief Janet
Yellen affirmed her willingness to
raise interest rates this year. “The dol-
lar remains a buy, even if it is not so
wise to buy it against the euro,” ana-
lysts from French bank Societe
Generale said in a note to clients. “If
we get some kind of Greek deal ... it

will not get rid of long-term con-
cerns, but it would trigger a bounce
in the euro. So we would rather be
long of the dollar against the yen,
pound and Aussie and Canadian dol-
lars.”

Yesterday, the dollar rose 0.05 per-
cent on the day against a basket of
currencies and 0.2 percent lower
against the euro at $1.0966. Earlier,
Asian shares had risen as Chinese
shares edged back from the previous
day’s dizzying plunge,  though
regional investors remained fearful
that the world’s best performing
equity market was at the beginning
of a major correction. Buoyed by
China, Australia and South Korea, the
MSCI’s broadest index of Asia-Pacific
shares outside Japan climbed 0.5
percent, but looked set to slip 1.5
percent on the week. It has gained
nearly 7 percent so far this year.

Japan’s Nikkei inched up to a 15-
year high and was on track for an 11-
day winning streak and a f i fth
straight month of gains amid hopes
for better shareholder returns. The
Shanghai Composite Index ended
less than 0.2 percent lower after a
volatile day’s trading. It fell nearly 7
percent on Thursday, when investors
dumped stocks after more brokers
tightened margin trading require-
ments and the central bank drained

money to reduce flush liquidity in the
financial  system. The index sti l l
stands on top of a 43 percent gain so
far this year.

“The correction is not yet over,”
said David Dai ,  Shanghai-based
investment director at Nanhai Fund
Management Co Ltd. “Yesterday’s
slump was too rapid,  so many
investors didn’t have time to flee.
Many are still seeking an exit. The
market has risen too much, and too
fast, so the confluence of bad news is
causing panic selling.”

Euro zone bond markets were
focused on fallout from an advance
extract of an interview in a German
newspaper quoting IMF chief
Christine Lagarde as saying a Greek
exit from the euro zone was a possi-
bility. The Frankfurter Allgemeine
Zeitung changed the quote in ver-
sions of the interview run in print
and online editions on Friday to read:
“Nobody would wish a Grexit on the
Europeans”. The paper said the IMF
approved the interview in its first ver-
sion,  but did not explain why it
changed the ‘Greek exit’ quote in lat-
er versions. “Quite a lot of discord
over Greece has material ized
overnight, with there generally being
huge scepticism over a deal being
done this weekend,” said Mizuho
strategist Peter Chatwell. — Reuters  

Oil up as dollar 
rally stalls, US 

inventories ease
NEW YORK: Oil rose 3 percent yesterday, as a rally in the dollar faded
and after data from a day ago showed a fourth straight weekly draws
in US crude oil stockpiles. But crude prices were still on track to finish
the week and the month lower on concerns that the world remained
awash in oil. With the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting
Countries widely expected not to cut production at its June 5 meet-
ing, prices could see more pressure, especially if the dollar surges
again, traders said. Oil is traded in dollars and the greenback’s
strength determines demand for the commodity from holders of
other currencies.

Brent was up $2, or 3.2 percent, at $64.58 a barrel by 11:13 am
EDT. US crude rose by $1.70, or 3 percent, to 59.38. The dollar was
almost flat in yesterday’s trade against a basket of major currencies,
after having risen 2.5 percent this month. “The dollar is not standing
in front of crude today and that’s helping,” said Bob Yawger, director
of energy futures at Mizuho Securities in New York. A rally in gasoline
and ultra-low sulphur diesel before the expiry of their prompt con-
tracts also helped crude’s gains, traders said.

That aside, the market was driven by Thursday’s US government
data showing a higher-than-expected decline of 2.8 million barrels
from domestic stockpiles last week, the fourth week in a row for such
draws. Tensions in the Middle East after the Islamic State claimed
responsibility for a mosque bombing in Saudi Arabia that killed four
people added to the market’s support.

Still, yesterday’s rally was not enough to wipe out sharp losses in
crude from earlier in the week. Brent was showing a decline of 1 per-
cent on the week and 3 percent on the month. US crude was headed
for its first weekly loss of about 0.4 percent after 10 straight weeks of
gains. It has dropped 0.3 percent in May. Analysts say oversupply in
oil markets outside the United States gives little room for a contin-
ued rally in spot crude.

OPEC is expected to maintain a collective production target of
30 million barrels per day (bpd). The cartel’s output is more than 1
million bpd above this level and demand for its oil is much lower -
leaving a huge supply surplus, estimated by some analysts at more
than 2 million bpd. “That should keep a lid on prices,” said Carsten
Fritsch, senior oil and commodities analyst at Commerzbank in
Frankfurt. — Reuters 

Gold edges up 
on softer dollar

LONDON: Gold edged up from Thursday’s 2 1/2-week low, sup-
ported by a softer dollar and uncertainty over Greece’s debt
talks, but remained under pressure yesterday from expectations
US interest rates might rise soon. The prospect of higher rates,
which would boost the opportunity cost of holding non-yield-
ing gold while lifting the dollar, kept the metal on track for a
second weekly drop. Spot gold was up 0.4 percent at $1,192.76
an ounce at 1352 GMT. US gold futures for June delivery were
up $4.50 an ounce at $1,193.30.

Prices fell to their lowest since May 11 on Thursday, hurt by a
rise in the dollar, which climbed to a 12 1/2-year high against
the yen. The dollar weakened on Friday after data showed the
US economy contracted in the first quarter. “The recent surge in
the dollar, which pushed crude oil prices lower, has put pres-
sure on gold,” ING commodities analyst Hamza Khan said. The
US growth data was in line with expectations, he said. “It’s
going to be worse numbers out of the US that are going to be
good for gold, because they’ll weaken the dollar.”

There were mixed signals this week on the outcome of talks
over Greece’s debt, without which Athens risks default or bank-
ruptcy in weeks. A Greek government spokesman said on
Thursday that it intended to agree a cash-for-reforms deal by
Sunday. Euro zone officials suggested, though, that a deal was
far from imminent, and the head of the International Monetary
Fund was quoted as saying Greece could fall out of the euro
zone.

“While gold hasn’t gained much of an upside (from the
uncertainty over Greece) ... it hasn’t seen much of a downside,
given the resurgence of the dollar,” Standard Chartered’s global
head of commodities research Paul Horsnall said. The dollar has
been well bid since Federal Reserve Chair Janet Yellen said last
week that the US central bank was on track to raise rates later
this year. Gold trading was quiet overnight in Asia, the metal’s
main physical markets, dealers said. — Reuters 

DHAKA: A Bangladeshi labourer carries plastic cases yesterday. Thousands of labourers who have migrated from the
countryside work in the country’s capital, earning roughly 300 taka ($3.85) per day. — AFP 

Dollar, Chinese shares 
steady, Europe wobbles

Greece rattles eurozone stocks
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ISTANBUL: ING Group NV, BNP Paribas and Bahrain-based
Arab Banking Corp (ABC) have submitted bids to buy
HSBC’s Turkish business, a source familiar with the process
said yesterday. The source said the bids are non-binding,
suggesting that the process could still take some time to
complete, but that one-to-one talks have begun. The
source also said ABC appeared the most keen. “ING’s
Turkish unit and BNP’s Turkish partner do not seem
extremely excited about the acquisition. Although ABC is
the smallest of the three, it seems very aggressive” the
source said.

Four other sources said Dutch lender ING was interest-
ed in buying HSBC’s Turkish business, comprising corpo-
rate and investment banking operations as well as a loss-
making retail arm. Two of the people said ABC was looking
to buy the business, though they did not know if bids had
been submitted. Qatar National Bank was also interested
but has not submitted a bid, the first source said. HSBC,
ING, BNP and QNB declined comment and ABC could not
be reached for immediate comment.

In February HSBC Chief Executive Stuart Gulliver said
that businesses in Turkey, Brazil, Mexico and the United

States needed to improve or be sold. The bank has started
auctions to sell operations in Turkey and Brazil and is
expected to restructure in Mexico and the United States,
sources have said. HSBC had $8.6 billion of loans in Turkey
at the end of 2014, but it does not disclose their book val-
ue, which is the value at which assets are carried on the
balance sheet. The business could be sold at about book
value, meaning HSBC would not see a gain or loss on the
sale, sources said. One said the price would depend on the
structure of the deal, such as whether HSBC provides
financing.

Takeover Trail
An acquisition would mark a return to the takeover trail

for ING, which expanded internationally with a series of
deals over two decades before needing rescuing by the
Dutch government in 2008. EU rules on state aid meant it
had to sell businesses and was not allowed to make acqui-
sitions, but the block on purchases ended this week when
it cut its holding in insurance arm NN Group to 42 percent.

ING already runs a retail bank in Turkey, but it lacks
scale and needs to expand to survive in the highly compet-
itive Turkish banking system, local sources have said. CEO

and Chairman Ralph Hamers told analysts this month he
would consider acquisitions to increase ING’s presence in
countries where it already has a foothold.

France’s BNP also has a sizeable business in Turkey and
may be keen to add scale. BNP has made acquisitions
before and after the financial crisis, but its appetite for
deals has diminished since its capital strength was dented
by a record $9 billion fine from US authorities last year for
violating US sanctions. It has said its focus is on organic
growth but would consider “bolt-on” acquisitions. ABC has
gone through significant management changes in the
past 18 months and is growing quickly, but HSBC Turkey
would represent a big deal for a bank of its size.

HSBC’s Gulliver is trying to cut costs and reduce com-
plexity and is due to provide a strategy update on June 9,
when he will be keen to show some big disposals are well
advanced. HSBC lost $64 million in Turkey last year,
dragged down by a $155 million loss at its retail business
after regulatory changes capped interest rates on credit
cards and overdrafts. It is the 13th-largest branch network
in Turkey with nearly 300 branches, well behind Isbank,
Garanti Bank and some state-run lenders. — Reuters 

ING, BNP among bidders for HSBC Turkey 

WASHINGTON: The US economy contracted in the first quarter as it
buckled under the weight of unusually heavy snowfalls, a resurgent
dollar and disruptions at West Coast ports, but activity already has
rebounded modestly. The government yesterday slashed its gross
domestic product estimate to show GDP shrinking at a 0.7 percent
annual rate instead of the 0.2 percent growth pace it estimated last
month. A larger trade deficit and a smaller accumulation of invento-
ries by businesses than previously thought accounted for much of
the downward revision. There was also a modest downward revision
to consumer spending.

With growth estimates for the second quarter currently around 2
percent, the economy appears poised for its worst first-half perform-
ance since 2011. The economy’s recovery from the 2007-2009 finan-
cial crisis has been erratic. Weak data on consumer sentiment and
factory activity in the Midwest on Friday suggested that while the
economy has pulled out of its first-quarter soft patch, the growth
pace was modest early in the second quarter. That mirrored other
recent soft data on retail sales and industrial production.

But reports on housing and business spending plans have indi-
cated momentum could be building, which would keep the Federal
Reserve on track to raise interest rates later this year. Economists cau-
tion against reading too much into the slump in output. They argue
the GDP figure for the first quarter was held down by a confluence of
temporary factors, including a problem with the model the govern-
ment uses to smooth the data for seasonal fluctuations.

Economists, including those at the San Francisco Federal Reserve
Bank, have cast doubts on the accuracy of GDP estimates for the first

quarter, which have tended to show weakness over the last several
years. They argued the so-called seasonal adjustment is not fully
stripping out seasonal patterns, leaving “residual” seasonality.  The
government said last week it was aware of the potential problem
and was working to minimize it.

“Obviously the economy is weaker than we would like it to be,
but the first quarter overstates that,” said Robert Dye, chief econo-
mist at Comerica in Dallas. “We’re going see enough growth to keep
job creation in place and allow the Fed to maintain their lift-off
schedule for September.” When measured from the income side, the
economy expanded at a 1.4 percent rate in the first quarter. A meas-
ure of domestic demand growth was revised up slightly and business
spending on equipment was much stronger than previously estimat-
ed, taking some edge off the slump in output. US Treasuries were
trading higher, while the dollar was largely unchanged against a bas-
ket of currencies. Stocks on Wall Street fell.

Dollar, Energy Drag
Apart from the statistical quirk, the economy, which expanded at

a 2.2 percent pace in the fourth quarter, was hammered by a sharp
decline in investment spending in the energy sector as companies
such as Schlumberger and Halliburton responded to the plunge in
crude oil prices. Spending on mining exploration, shafts and wells
plunged at a 48.6 percent pace in the first quarter, the largest drop
since the second quarter of 2009. Economists estimate unusually
heavy snowfalls in February chopped at least one percentage point
from growth.— Reuters 

US economy contracts 
Strong dollar weighs on Q1 corporate profits

LONG BEACH: Ships wait to be loaded at the Port of Los Angeles in Long Beach in this Feb 13, 2015 file photo, as ports
are partially closed due to a dispute between staff and bosses along the key trade frontline with Asia. — AFP 

Brazil economy 
begins rough year, 

shrinking 0.2%
RIO DE JANEIRO: Brazil’s economy, the world’s seventh
largest, contracted by 0.2 percent in the first quarter of 2015,
the government said yesterday, kicking off a rough year in
which it is expected to continue shrinking. The figure con-
firmed a five-year slowdown in the South American giant’s
GDP but was smaller than the 0.5 percent drop that most ana-
lysts had forecast. The economy grew just 0.1 percent in 2014,
its fourth straight year of meager growth.

And Brazil is preparing for an even tougher stretch this year:
the government is forecasting a decline of 1.2 percent, bigger
than the 1.0 percent contraction foreseen by the IMF. The new
figures add to a pile of discouraging economic data. Annual
inflation stood at 8.17 percent in April, well above the target of
4.5 percent. Raising the key interest rate to rein in prices is
tricky because it already stands at a whopping 13.25 percent.
Still, analysts predicted another rate increase was likely.

Even unemployment, long the brightest indicator, has risen
in the first four months of the year, to 6.4 percent in April. With
President Dilma Rousseff pushing budget cuts in a bid to shore
up the government’s books, the economy will probably get
worse before it gets better, analysts warn. “Employment is
already being affected, the numbers are already bad. In April
Brazil lost 100,000 jobs and the expectation is that it’s not over
yet,” said Andre Leite, an analyst at Sao Paulo consulting firm
TAG Investimentos. “We’re still going to live through some
very bad times for the economy,” he told AFP.

Even though the contraction was slightly smaller than fore-
cast, “the current scenario is still bad, and getting worse,” said
Andre Ferreira, head of brokerage firm Nova Futura. He said
the government’s budget cuts of $23.3 billion, announced last
week, could cause a further contraction, predicting a “better
scenario” only in the second half of next year.

Brazil’s economy grew 0.3 percent in the last quarter of
2014, after exiting a recession the quarter before with 0.1 per-
cent growth. Under Rousseff, the economy has never returned
to the blistering growth it posted under her predecessor and
mentor, Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, which reached 7.5 percent in
2010, his last year in office. Like much of Latin America, Brazil
has been hit hard by the sharp decline in commodities prices
after a boom in the 2000s. It is also reeling from the impact of a
massive corruption scandal at its largest company, state-
owned oil giant Petrobras, which has stained the ruling
Workers’ Party and key Rousseff allies.

Prosecutors accuse Petrobras executives of colluding with
construction companies to massively inflate contracts and
bribe politicians in a decade-long scheme. Petrobras esti-
mates the kickbacks cost it around $2 billion. The contraction
in the first quarter was led by the services sector, which shrank
by 0.7 percent, said national statistics institute IBGE. The
industrial sector shrank by 0.3 percent and household con-
sumption by 1.5 percent. The agricultural sector expanded by
4.7 percent. — AFP 
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MOSCOW: Russia’s ruble is on a rollercoast-
er. After being the world’s second worst-
performing currency against the dollar last
year, it is among the best in 2015. That will
help keep a leash on inflation, to the relief of
millions of Russians. But it is worrying one
part of the economy - the local industry that
had seen demand grow for its Russian-
made goods when the falling ruble made
imports hugely expensive. Russian sectors,
from building materials to craft beer, took
advantage of the ruble’s drop to undercut
better-known imported rivals and gain a
bigger domestic market share.

Nikita Filippov, co-owner of a St
Petersburg-based craft brewery, says it was
a godsend. “European beers finally hit the
price roof, and bar owners realized that they
can’t raise their menu prices any more as
the beer would become unaffordable,” he
says. “That was a crucial moment when the
bar owners had to reconsider their profit
margins for the first time in many years, and
that was the time when they turned their
faces to local craft breweries.”

The government has championed such
trends, hoping to get something out of the
ruble’s dramatic drop last year. One focus is
the construction materials sector, as the
country prepares to build World Cup ven-
ues. Oil companies were also helped, as
they sell their product for dollars but have
many expenses in rubles, helping to temper
the financial pain from lower crude prices.
Now the currency is on the rise again and
the government - which only months ago
was desperately trying to support the cur-
rency - is intervening in markets to keep it
from strengthening much further.

After plummeting to nearly 80 rubles
against the dollar during panic selling in
December, the ruble has recovered to trade
at 52.6 per dollar on Friday. That’s still over a

third below its level in Jan 2014, meaning
local industry still enjoys some of its com-
petitive advantage over imports. Russian
craft beers on tap, for example, sell for 150
to 200 rubles ($3-4) for a half-liter in
Moscow bars compared with 300 rubles
($6) for the imported German and Belgian
brands, which have so far dominated the
premium segment.

Demand for Russian craft beer is now
twice as high as supply, Filippov estimates.
He says costlier imported hops forced him
to raise prices by 10-15 percent in
December, but that rise is smaller than price
hikes for imported rivals. Stereotypically the
preserve of American hipsters, craft beer
entered Russia through St. Petersburg, the
country’s historic “window on Europe,” but
now some of the most popular brews come
from unexpected places like the industrial
Ural mountains city of Yekaterinburg or
from Tula, better known for making the
Russian army’s rifles.

The ruble’s recent rise has been helped
mainly by a recovery in the price of oil,
Russia’s biggest money-making export,
which has rebounded from lows of below
$50 a barrel to around $60 a barrel. That’s
still only half the figure of a year ago. A
sharp increase in interest rates and deep
budget cuts have also helped stabilize the
currency. On the down side, the economy is
still sliding into recession and the US and
European Union have shown no sign of let-
ting up on the economic sanctions on
Russia.

“If the oil price goes down or if, God for-
bid, there is further escalation in Ukraine or
there is surprising news coming from the
Russian economy, which is suffering, then
the ruble can take a hit,” says Sergei Guriev,
a prominent economist and university rec-
tor who left Russia in 2013 after coming

under pressure from the authorities.
Guriev says the Russian Central Bank has

currency reserves worth $362 billion as of
May 15 that it can use to influence the
ruble’s value. Whereas in December it was
running down those reserves in an attempt
to support the ruble, the central bank is
now intervening in markets to stop the cur-
rency from strengthening too much, Guriev
says. The bank does that by selling rubles
and buying foreign currencies, effectively
building its reserves up again.

Guriev says the central bank is under
pressure from industry to limit the strength
of the ruble. “Imports were going down
because of the weaker ruble. So strengthen-
ing the ruble too much would hurt this
process,” he said. At the same time, he
argues, keeping the ruble at a stable rate is
reassuring for the public after months of
turbulence, and is therefore “a politically
important issue.”

For the wider population, the ruble’s
drop pushed up inflation, which stood at
16.4 percent at last count, so some recovery
in the currency is welcome. Above all, the
country wants to avoid such big swings, as
it makes it difficult for consumers and busi-
nesses to plan ahead. Some economists
predict the ruble will remain between 50
and 55 to the dollar this year.

Stanislav Obraztsov, who runs a
Moscow bar specializing in Russian craft
beer, says that for all the help that a weak-
er ruble has brought to some local indus-
tries, companies cannot focus solely on
currency markets but should look for the
growth areas in the economy. He’s confi-
dent enough that craft beer will gain in
popularity and become as big as in the US
that he’s thinking of opening his own
brewery. “Over the next five years it’s
going to grow very powerfully.” — AP 

MOSCOW: In this photo taken on May 22, 2015, Stanislav Obraztsov takes a break outside his craft beer bar. — AP 

Ruble rebound threatens 
‘Made in Russia’ revival

Currency rises with oil prices

Erdogan calls on
lenders to step up 

Islamic banking
ISTANBUL: Turkish President Tayyip Erdogan said
the launch of Ziraat Bank’s Islamic business should
help to attract new funds to Turkey and urged oth-
er state lenders to help to triple Islamic banking’s
share of the market by 2023. Islamic finance has
developed slowly in Turkey, the world’s eighth
most populous Muslim nation, partly because of
political sensitivities and the secular nature of its
laws. However, the landscape began to change in
2012, when the government issued its first $1.5 bil-
l ion Islamic bond and kick-started regulatory
moves to allow wider use of Islamic finance con-
tracts.

Speaking at yesterday’s launch ceremony for
Ziraat’s new business, Erdogan said he also expects
Ziraat to set up an Islamic insurance operation and
called on other state lenders to introduce Islamic
banking divisions soon. “All three state lenders
should quickly enter Islamic banking,” Erdogan
said. “We should raise the share of Islamic banking
to 15-20 percent by 2023 from the current 5 per-
cent.”

The Islamic unit of Ziraat, the country’s largest
state-run bank, will have capital of $300 million,
Ziraat’s general manager Huseyin Aydin has said.
Turkey’s other two state lenders, Vakifbank and
Halkbank, have also been looking to set up Islamic
banks as part of the government’s efforts to devel-
op the sector and tap a pool of cash-rich investors
in the Gulf and southeast Asia.

Since its debut Islamic bond the government has
issued both dollar and lira-denominated Islamic
bonds and is finalising plans for another deal. There
are currently four Islamic banks operating in
Turkey, holding a combined 5 percent share of
total banking assets - Albaraka Turk, Bank Asya,
Turkiye Finans and Kuveyt Turk, a unit of Kuwait
Finance House.

Bank Asya’s profit and capital base had been
eroded after  i t  became caught up in a  feud
between Erdogan and a U.S.-based cleric whose
followers founded the lender. Regulators took over
the management of the bank in February and the
banking watchdog said in March that Savings
Deposit Insurance Fund had seized preferred
shares in the bank. —Reuters 

ISTANBUL:  Turkey’s  President  Recep Tayyip
Erdogan delivers a speech during the opening cere-
mony of Ziraat Katilim Bankasi, a new public invest-
ment bank, yesterday. — AP 
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KUWAIT: Indian property Mela 2015, showcasing some of India’s
prestigious properties, was inaugurated by Indian Ambassador Sunil
Jain at the Crowne Plaza Hotel yesterday in the presence of special
invitees and organisers of the event. The two day property fair is
being organised by Aashiaana in association with Lodha and
Response Events and Exhibitions.

Lighting the lamp to mark the inauguration were Jain, Dr Vinod
Grover, E D Titus and Reaven D’Souza. The Property Mela provides an
ideal opportunity for NRIs looking for investment in real estate in
India as they would have access to first-hand information on upcom-
ing and current real estate projects across India. Exhibitors show-
cased some of the latest and most prestigious projects in India’s big
cities indicating that real estate developers are gearing for a big
boom in the sector in the near future.

Commenting on the exhibition Mohammed Sheece from
Aashiaana said the exhibition was aimed to provide NRI’s in Kuwait
with some special deals and offers from some of the most prestigious
and unique projects in India. “Kuwaiti NRI’s are increasingly looking
for higher quality housing from reputed builders and developers and
that is exactly what we aim to provide,” he said. 

As a special incentive the organisers are offering all those visiting
the exhibition a chance to win a free ticket to India on both days and
a draw will be held for the lucky winner. Indian property markets con-
tinue to edge further into recovery offering some very lucrative deals
for investors and buyers who take advantage of the special deals on
offer at the exhibition.

The Indian market has begun to react positively with the new
proactive approach and business confidence has already started
picking up. The real estate prices in general are on the upswing in all
markets across sectors and returns from real estate investments in
India have consistently performed well and even outperformed the
other investment options. 

Easy home loan availability by financial institutions in India, NRI

remittances and repatriation procedures has emerged as the best of
all the available prospects for those NRIs looking forward to eventual-
ly returning to India. There are several factors that can be considered
as key drivers for the sector in 2015, such as easing pressure of down-
side risks for rupee and current account deficit, improving export

The mismatch between demand and supply has for long been a
significant factor contributing to price movements in the realty mar-
ket. While homebuyers will be best-served to buy at a time when the
demand-supply position is tilted towards supply that is when prices
are attractive - there are other factors today that homebuyers need
to consider too.

Relaxation of FDI rules by the government has brought about
capital gains in every sector of Indian economy. The government is
making efforts to further liberalize the guidelines and norms for
investment through FDI, making them more NRI friendly. The policies
set out by the government regarding property investment and repa-
triation, has also made opportunities of investments in India even

more favorable. Under the present relaxed conditions, non-resident
Indians (NRI) and persons of Indian origin (PIO) can invest in property
in India.

At this point in time, with no supply constraints, the prices are
good. Investments in Indian real estate across the sectors are proving
highly lucrative. There are indications of an uptrend with the city’s
commercial development set to gather pace. The emerging locations
around the city are acquiring strong physical and social infrastruc-
ture, and the commercial development is set to fuel growth in the
residential property market. Special exhibition and festival offers are
being extended by majority of the participants for NRIs in Kuwait
booking their property during the exhibition. Seize this opportunity
to make a good investment.

Big names in the industry participating are Lodha Group,Sunteck
Realty Ltd, Kanakia Spaces Pvt Ltd Kolte Patil Developers Ltd, Godrej
Properties, Hubtown, Kalpa-Taru, Supreme Landmarks, Supertech,
Propshell, Modi Spaces and Arabian Legend Realtors Pvt Ltd.

Indian property mela opens

KUWAIT: Commercial Bank of Kuwait,
in cooperation with Visa International,
announced a “one day offer” on
Sunday 31/5/2015, giving an instant
15 percent discount to all Al-Tijari Visa
credit or prepaid cardholders on all
products available on souq.com shop-
ping site. This offer comes within the
campaign launched on 17/5/2015
which includes weekly draws that will
continue for three months and espe-
cially designated for customers who
pay the value of their purchases using
Al-Tijari Visa credit or prepaid cards
when shopping online via souq.com
shopping site or through souq.com
app for smart phones. 

On this day, an instant 15 percent
discount of KD 20 as a maximum per
card will be offered on all products

available on souq.com. by using the
coupon code CBKVISA, As such, all
customers who purchase products
from this website on this day will
automatically become eligible to
enter the weekly draws that will be
held every Sunday that started from
24/5/2015, where the bank will

announce three winners to win back
the value of their weekly purchases
up to a KD 100 for each winner and
the amount of the prize will be credit-
ed directly in the winner’s card
account. 

The offer is valid for all customers
who pay the value of their purchases

using any of Al-Tijari visa credit or pre-
paid cards denoting that customers
can smoothly and rapidly apply for
credit or prepaid cards by visiting any
of the Bank’s branches. Al-Tijari credit
cards offer an array of unparallel privi-
leges such as free of charge travel
insurance, concierge service in
Kuwait, priority pass card that pro-
vides cardholders access to more than
650 first class lounges throughout the
airports of the world and the 3D
Secure which provides customers
security and safety against any fraud
when shopping online. Moreover,
Visa prepaid card is the only card in
Kuwait that enables customers to
withdraw from ATMs in any country
without cash withdrawal charges.   

Commercial Bank of Kuwait always

endeavors to attain its customers’
utmost satisfaction and provide them
with the best banking services and
products through its cooperation with
leading and reputable merchants and
outlets which make CBK customers’
shopping an enjoyable experience,
particularly that online shopping has
become one of the most appropriate
shopping choices for customers in
today’s modern life. Consequently,
the bank cooperated with souq.com
which is one of the largest e-com-
merce sites in Arab world featuring
more than 400,000 products of differ-
ent categories including electronics,
fashion, home supplies, watches, per-
fumes, etc. Souq.com services are
available in Kuwait, United Arab
Emirates, Saudi Arabia and Egypt.     

Al-Tijari offers 15% discount  on Souq.com 
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Far from the madding crowd: 
China’s rich seek own islands

India economy 
grows 7.3% 
in 2014-15

MUMBAI: India posted annual growth of 7.3 percent yes-
terday, overtaking China in the first three months of
2015, but analysts warned further measures were needed
to boost the economy. The growth rate for the financial
year that ended March 31, 2015 came in slightly lower
than the 7.4 percent that the statistics ministry had pre-
dicted back in February. But the news that Asia’s third-
largest economy grew by 7.5 percent in the fourth quar-
ter, overtaking China, is a major boost for Prime Minister
Narendra Modi a year after he was elected. India’s giant
neighbour posted growth of 7.0 percent for the first
three months of 2015.

Yesterday’s figures were the first Gross Domestic
Product data to be released since the government intro-
duced a revised formula for calculating GDP that has baf-
fled analysts. “The real economic momentum is not
encouraging,” Shubhada Rao, chief economist at YES
Bank, told AFP, indicating the Reserve Bank of India was
almost certain to reduce interest rates for on Tuesday for
a third time this year. “Key sectors like agriculture and
construction are slowing down. The GDP number is really
being supported largely on the basis of strong tax collec-
tions.  The government now should move to arrest the
slide in economic momentum and support growth. A 25
basis point cut from the RBI is very much on the cards,”
she added.

Rate Cut Likely 
India’s central bank has already cut interest rates twice

this year by a total of 50 basis points to 7.50 percent.
Modi’s rightwing government, which swept to power in
general elections last May on pledges to boost a flagging
economy, wants RBI governor Raghuram Rajan to slice
more points off the benchmark repo rate, the level at
which it lends to commercial banks. The governor has
made controlling inflation a priority and has it well within
the RBI’s target of six percent. “With inflation staying soft,
the case for the central bank lowering rates by a quarter
percentage point is very much the policy prognosis,”
Dharmakirti Joshi, chief economist with rating agency
Crisil, told AFP.

Joshi added that the economic activity on the ground
“wasn’t matching” the rate of growth, suggesting that
analysts remained unconvinced about the new way of
calculating the GDP numbers. India’s government
changed the way it calculates GDP back in January, with
officials saying the new method was closer to interna-
tional standards. The main change is that India now
measures its economic growth at market prices to incor-
porate “gross value addition” in goods and services as
well as indirect taxes.

The base year to calculate India’s GDP has also been
advanced to 2011-12 from 2004-05. But analysts say that
the new data does not correlate with some other eco-
nomic indicators, including last year’s industrial produc-
tion figures and corporate profits. —AFP

GUANLONG ISLAND: As sunset falls on
his private island in the South China Sea,
entrepreneur Lin Dong likes few things
better than to lounge on a hammock
strung between two trees as waves lap the
shore. “I don’t like noise, and I’m not a fan
of the pollution in crowded cities,” he said.
“The island life suits me much better”. Lin
made his fortune after founding a medical
equipment company and is one of a small
but growing number of wealthy Chinese
acquiring their own islands.

Thin with a greying goatee, the 42-
year-old says uncertainty over bureaucrat-
ic land ownership restrictions blights his
fruit tree-strewn paradise. “I don’t dare to
invest in the island, anything I build on it
could be demolished,” he told AFP. There
are at least 600 island owners in China, he
estimates, mostly corporations planning
tourism or fishing development, but also
individuals who build private clubhouses
to entertain friends and officials.

But Lin counts himself amongst an elite
group who buy them for pleasure alone -
and has founded China’s first association
of island owners. Its members “love nature,
beaches, and lying on our backs listening
to music”, added Lin, who favours melodic
singer-songwriters. Lawyer Wang Yue, 41,
commutes from China’s commercial hub
Shanghai to a one square kilometre unin-
habited island about 40 km from the coast.
“On the island at night you can see a sky
full of stars, and the moon rising from the
east. That’s a great feeling,” he said.

A few weeks ago Lin arranged the sec-
ond “Chinese Island Owners Forum”, on
the sidelines of a luxury goods trade fair
touting sports cars, yachts and private heli-
copters in his home province of
Guangdong. Beside a small artificial beach,
models in bikinis and feathery wings lined
up behind the panellists and a host

declared: “A dream of a private kingdom is
in all our hearts. That dream is of a beauti-
ful island.”

Playing Around 
China claims 14,500 km of coastline

and 7,300 islands of more than 500 sq m -
all owned by the government and many
in the disputed South China Sea where it
is also building atop reefs to back up its
territorial ambitions. Aspiring Robinson
Crusoes were in legal limbo until 2010
when a new law allowed the sale of
island land use rights, valid for 50 years.
The eastern province of Zhejiang held its
first “island auction” a year later, with one
company paying 20 million yuan for the
contract to an uninhabited isle of more
than 2.5 hectares.

Several other provinces have followed
suit, but Lin said that such permits tend to
be awarded to companies rather than
individuals. “We hope the government
will come out with policies to support us,
or at the very least won’t oppress us,” he
said. Lin’s association has 53 members,
overwhelmingly male, and its wooden
clubhouse naturally stands on an island,
named Guanlong, in a river running
through Guangzhou, the capital of
Guangdong in southern China.

Lin paid for his unnamed island off
neighbouring Guangxi region in 2009 -
before China’s island law took effect, leav-
ing him potentially at risk of eviction. A
businessman who leased an island in
Guangdong in the 1990s has become
embroiled in a protracted legal battle
after the local county government
declared his ownership rights “invalid” in
2012. Worried about the security of his
sea purchase, Lin splashed out for anoth-
er - in a lake, where he says he feels more
free. 

A Private Treat 
With more than a million dollar million-

aires, China has plenty of people who can
afford a chunk of sea land, but the restric-
tions at home are driving some to foreign
shores. Recent reports said a Chinese
woman, Wendy Weimei Wu, had bought
New Zealand’s Slipper Island, which
comes with airstrips and houses, for $5.6
million. A Chinese buyer paid five million
yuan (now $800,000) for an island in Fiji in
an online auction last year, which also saw
a British island sold for four million yuan,
state media reported. “Management of
private islands in other countries is more
developed that China,” IT consultant
Grammy Leung, 31, told the owners’
forum.

He paid around 500,000 yuan last year
for a 1.6-hectare outcrop in lake in
Canada’s Nova Scotia, adding he wanted
one far from the shore, with a “feeling of
independence”. At the event Manuel
Brinkschulte, China managing director for
Hamburg-based Vladi Private Islands,
handed out brochures listing havens from
Asia to Europe. “China is our fastest grow-
ing market, though not our biggest,” he
said, wearing a pair of dark sunglasses.

For Western buyers, purchases are “like
a private treat”, he added. “But in China
people are looking at islands from an
investment point of view”. Whipping out
a smartphone, he showed off photo-
graphs of a Chinese foodstuffs magnate
and his wife on an island-shopping tour of
Greece earlier this year. But the business-
man shunned the sunny Mediterranean
and is instead in negotiations to buy a
140-hectare Scottish island, complete
with golf course and small hotel. “They
like that it’s completely different from
China,” Brinkschulte said. “With almost no
one to be seen.” —AFP

This handout photo taken on Oct 4, 2013 shows Lin Dong, founder of China’s first association of private
island owners, relaxing on his private island off the coast of southern China’s Guangxi region. —AFP

SILIGURI, India: In this photo taken on May 27,
2015, Indian laborers work at a lathe machinery
workshop. —AFP
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Who? Townshend,

Springsteen, Daltrey
jam at NYC event

Bruce Springsteen called Pete Townshend “the greatest rhythm
guitarist of all-time,” told a story about attending his first Who
concert as a pimply-faced teenager and joined Townshend and

surprise guest Roger Daltrey onstage for a rocking set. The rock icons
attended the MusiCares MAP Fund benefit Thursday night in New
York City, where Townshend and longtime Who manager Bill
Curbishley were honored for their charitable efforts.

Springsteen, Daltrey and Townshend joined forces for “My
Generation” at the Best Buy Theater in Times Square. They closed the
event with “Won’t Get Fooled Again,” and were joined by Billy Idol
and Willie Nile, who both hit the stage for solo sets earlier in the night.
“It’s gonna be good. It’s gonna be bad, but good-bad,” Townshend
said before the finale. Springsteen presented Townshend with the
Stevie Ray Vaughan Award for his commitment to the MusiCares
MAP Fund, which provides members of the music community access
to addiction recovery treatment regardless of their financial situation.

Rousing applause
The Boss said The Who was the first rock concert he saw in the late

‘60s when the English band first toured America. “All I knew was for
some reason this music and the demolishing of these perfectly fine
instruments filled me with incredible joy,” Springsteen said.
Springsteen said he was so inspired he imitated The Who’s set as a
16-year-old in the band The Castiles when he performed in the base-
ment of St. Rose of Lima Catholic for a school dance. “I went out and I
bought a smoke bomb and I bought a strobe light and I brought
them to the gig. ... At the end of the night, I lit the smoke bomb in the
Catholic school basement, I turned on the strobe light and I climbed
on top of my Danelectro amplifier holding a vase of flowers I’d stolen
from one of the upstairs classrooms,” he said. “As the nuns looked on
with horror, I reached up and smashed them onto the dance floor.”

Springsteen earned rousing applause from the crowd, but he also
got serious in his near eight-minute speech. “Pete, I’m here to say
‘congratulations, well deserved.’ And thanks, not just for ‘Who’s Next’
or ‘Who Are You,’ but for who I am,” he said. Townshend, who turned
70 this month, told the crowd about smoking weed as an art student,
tripping on LSD and turning to alcohol after using drugs. “I was doing
like three bottles of brandy a day ... and I think I don’t look too bad for
someone that drank cognac for 15 years,” he said to laughs from the
audience. “But the secret for me to be able to do this tour with The
Who, this 50th anniversary tour, and still kind of put on a reasonable
show ... has been (because of) the 30 years I’ve been clean,” he added
to loud cheers.

Standing ovation
The night was a mix of laughable moments from the rock stars to

high volume performances. Joan Jett rocked out in her signature
black ensemble and Nile was energetic on the guitar. Daltrey was
excited onstage and enticed the crowd with his signature windmill
effect with the microphone. Idol matched his energy: He danced,
waved his tongue and stuck half of his microphone down his pants
while he clapped as the band began playing “Who Are You,” which
earned Idol a standing ovation. Elton John, Mick Jagger, Ronnie
Wood and Joe Walsh appeared in videos and offered kind words to
Townshend. Daltrey, 71, first appeared in a video he said was taped
Thursday in England but later surprised the crowd when he jumped
onstage after Curbishley accepted the From the Heart Award. “It’s not
easy to find an honest manager in this business,” Daltrey said to
laughs, “especially in our period. Some of the artists will tell you.”—AP

In this image made from APTN video, Pete Townshend
arrives at Musicares event in New York, Thursday. — AP

Three pianos, a wood pipe organ, a synthesizer and toilet
brushes are the standard setup for a show by German experi-
mental composer Nils Frahm. He navigated masterfully

between the instruments this week during his second sold-out
show at London’s Roundhouse venue, playing lush compositions
drawing on the electronica of Aphex Twin and the melodious pat-
terns of Chopin. The organ of wood and vacuum cleaner tubes and
the piano muffled with strips of felt were custom made, highlight-
ing Frahm’s unconventional approach to classical music.

“Sometimes it is easier to create your own instrument and proba-
bly cheaper and it is also fun,” he explained. “It is great to use some-
thing which isn’t out there.” Toilet brushes are Frahm’s rhythm
instrument. “It looks ridiculous but sounds so cool,” he said. Berlin-
based Frahm, 32, will play big festivals around Europe this summer,
including the BBC Proms 120th anniversary show at The Royal
Albert Hall on Aug 5. He has been playing the piano since childhood
and was trained by Nahum Brodski, a student of Tchaikovsky’s last
protÈgÈ. Frahm gained international recognition after releasing his
album “Felt” in 2011, whose distinctive deep piano sound creates a
feeling of being inside the instrument.

“I tried to record it in a conventional way and it sounded very
conventional, it sounded like an average piano,” Frahm said. So he
dampened the piano sound with a layer of felt and placed micro-
phones close to the strings. “It was so quiet, you could barely hear
anything. You would hear a mouse walking by louder than the keys.
Then the noise appeared and I started shaping it too. All these
things started to become an instrument as well.  And I realized I had
a whole band with this piano,” he said. “This particular piano sound,
it started to become my voice, my tone,” Frahm said. “Now people,
even if the song is unfamiliar to them, they can guess it is me
because of the depth of the sound.” Often compared with French
avant-garde pianist Erik Satie for his minimalist approach, Frahm
describes his music as a “dynamic journey” and says wants to show
simple compositions can be breathtaking. “There are a thousand
million piano players out there but if somebody says, ‘Oh, this must
be Nils’, then I achieved my goal,” he said.—Reuters

Toilet brushes and vacuum cleaners
turn musical in hands of Nils Frahm

Hozier, Nick Jonas and Trey Songz are among the perform-
ers set for the daytime portion of the upcoming
iHeartRadio Music Festival. Swedish singer Tove Lo, pop-

rock band Echosmith and Walk the Moon, who have a massive hit
with “Shut Up and Dance,” will also perform on Sept. 19 for the
Daytime Village at the MGM Resorts Village in Las Vegas. Tickets
go on sale Thursday.

Headliners for the main stage of the two-day iHeartRadio
Music Festival - slated for the nights of Sept 18 and 19 - will be
announced at a later date. The fifth annual festival will take place
at the MGM Grand Garden Arena. The 2015 Daytime Village will
also include George Ezra, Tori Kelly, James Bay, Shawn Mendes,
Zella Day and The Struts. — AP

Hozier, Jonas to perform 
at daytime iHeartRadio fest 

Trey Songz performs during the Between The Sheets Tour at
Philips Arena in Atlanta.

Hozier performs at the Billboard Music Awards at the MGM
Grand Garden Arena in Las Vegas.
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Steve Martin

reflects career as he

receives AFI honor

In the early 1980s, when Steve Martin was a fledgling movie
star, he recalls attended the American Film Institute’s celebra-
tion of Frank Capra and how Hollywood glitterati swirled

around the Oscar-winning filmmaker. Next week, Martin himself
will be at the center of the celebration, surrounded by his friends
and colleagues from a 48-year career in entertainment. Mel
Brooks will present Martin with AFI’s 43rd Life Achievement
Award at a private ceremony in Hollywood June 4. “It’s such a
prestigious group that they’ve given this award to, and I can’t
help but think, ‘What am I doing there?’” Martin said in a recent
interview. “But, still, they gave it to me, so I’m accepting it with
full pride.”

The ultimate multi-hyphenate, Martin says he never had a
career plan - which seems to have worked out well for the 69-
year-old screenwriter, actor, comedian, producer, playwright,
novelist and musician. “I always felt I was lucky to be where I
was,” he said. One of his earliest gigs was as a writer for “The
Smothers Brothers Comedy Hour,” which led to other TV-writing
jobs. In 1979, he co-wrote and starred in the film “The Jerk,” fol-
lowed by “Dead Men Don’t Wear Plaid” and “The Man with Two
Brains” a few years later. And when he couldn’t find a writer to
work on his idea for an updated “Cyrano de Bergerac,” he decid-
ed to try it himself. 1987’s “Roxanne” was the result.

“So that worked out, and it turned me into a screenwriter, a
solo screenwriter,” he said. “There are so many little accidents
along the way that happen.” Sir Howard Stringer, chair of the AFI
Board of Trustees, called Martin “a multi-layered creative force
bound by neither convention nor caution” and “a national treas-
ure whose work has stuck with us like an arrow in the head.”
Martin first gained fame as a standup, not to mention his break-
out appearances on “Saturday Night Live” in the ‘70s. But he
came to prefer film as a comedic venue. “I really like the idea,
when I first started doing it, of getting a comedy down and it
doesn’t have to be repeated every night.,” he said. “It’s on film.
You can get it right, hopefully, and you never have to worry
about it again.”

Performing music
Writing films inspired him to write dramas and prose. A play

he wrote “in my spare time” will open at San Diego’s Old Globe
Theatre next year. Martin also adapted his novella, “Shopgirl,”
into the 2005 film of the same name. Writing and performing
music has reignited his pleasure in appearing live in front of an
audience. The banjo player said there’s “a lot of comedy” in the
concerts he plays with the bluegrass band Steep Canyon
Rangers, “and it’s really been fun.” He also recently performed a
pair of standup shows with pal Martin Short.

Martin recently began work on Ang Lee’s latest film, “Billy
Lynn’s Long Halftime Walk,” and hopes to one day work with
Wes Anderson. Meanwhile, he wrote a musical with Edie Brickell
and the two are planning to release an album. Martin will also be
curating a traveling art exhibit of works by Canadian painter
Lawren Harris. —AP

Gordon-Levitt has high hopes
for impact of ‘Snowden’

Joseph Gordon-Levitt has big expectations for the impact of
“Snowden.” The 34-year-old actor wrapped filming earlier
this month on the Oliver Stone thriller about former National

Security Agency contractor Edward Snowden, whose 2013 leaks
to the media revealed the government’s bulk collection of
American calling records. Congress is set for an unusual weekend
session to debate the records collection and two other surveil-
lance laws. “The laws are all in flux. ... I’m really curious what’s
going to happen. And I love the idea that we made the movie
when we did so that it can participate in that conversation,”
Gordon-Levitt said in an interview Thursday. He noted a May 7
federal appeals court ruling that the NSA’s actions were illegal.

“Hopefully, there will probably be a Supreme Court case about
it at some point soon. And while the Supreme Court judges aren’t
supposed to really listen to popular opinion, they do,” Gordon-
Levitt said. Gordon-Levitt plays Snowden in Stone’s film, which is
based on two books about the leaks and also features Shailene
Woodley, Zachary Quinto and Melissa Leo. “Snowden” is set for
release in December. “I think it’s really important for us to all talk
about it and to talk about different sides,” Gordon-Levitt said.
“You don’t really get much in the American media that explores
why he did what he did, why the government could potentially
be doing something wrong.”—AP

Joseph Gordon-Levitt arrives at the 2014 Film Independent
Spirit Awards, in Santa Monica, Calif. — AP

Cannes Directors’ Fortnight topper Edouard Waintrop has
joined the flurry of international filmmakers and producers
who are protesting against Morocco’s ban on Nabil

Ayouch’s prostitution-themed drama “Much Loved.” Since world-
premiering at Directors’ Fortnight, “Much Loved” has prompted
an avalanche of criticism from conservative and radical voices
across the web and an eventual ban from Morocco’s Ministry of
Communication for “serious outrage to the moral values of the
Moroccan woman.” Ayouch and “Much Loved”‘s star Loubna
Abidar have also been targeted by death threats on social net-
works. 

Waintrop said he was “stupefied” to learn of the official ban
and death threats in Morocco-a country that “welcomes many
French and international film shoots and hosts the Marrakech film
festival.”  Added Waintrop, “As always, films have had the voca-
tion to show reality through every prism. Evidently, this film
about prostitution in Marrakech shows a reality which Moroccan
authorities refuse to look at. However, this denied reality won’t be
altered by an act of deliberate censorship.”  Ayouch told Variety
he was also stunned by the decision of the Moroccan Ministry of
Communication because none of its five members have actually
seen the film, and Ayouch hadn’t not even requested a visa to
show the film in theaters. The director/producer, who is a leading
film industry figure in Morocco, explained the decision was based
on two clips from the movie that leaked on the web, and the sub-
sequent criticism that started spreading on social networks. 

Freedom of expression
The clip that sparked the most outrage shows three prosti-

tutes in a car speaking about clients; one says she hopes to get a

“Saudi Arabian man who is good-looking and nice.”   It’s a major
blow against the freedom of expression which the country has
gained in the last 15 years since the King Mohammed VI - who is
reputed for being a cinefil himself-ascended to the throne,
claimed Ayouch, who is based in Casablanca. The ban indeed
reveals the fast-growing radicalization of Morocco, which is still
considered by many as the most moderate country within the
Arab world. That fairly liberal image has allowed Morocco to con-
tinue luring Hollywood shoots such as “A Hologram for the King”
and “Spectre.” The local government is now governed by
Islamists.  

“There is a growing gap between the image that Morocco
gives and real life,” noted Laila Marrakchi, another Moroccan film-
maker who faced harsh criticism from radicals for a movie
“Marock” which turned on a love story between a Muslim man
and a Jewish girl. The movie was hotly debated at the Ministry of
Communication and Parliament before being eventually spared
from censorship.  “Sex remains the number one taboo in the Arab
world, and Morocco isn’t an exception,” pointed out Marrakechi.
Documentaries, radio and talk shows dealing with sexuality air
without restriction in Morocco but fiction films are judged differ-
ently by authorities because they can reach a wider audience, per
Marrakchi. High-profile French film directors and producers -
including Arnaud Desplechin, Michel Hazanavicius, Jean-Pierre
and Luc Dardenne, Costa-Gavras, Bertrand Tavernier, Jean
Labadie, Edouard Weil and Christophe Rossignon —  have signed
a petition to support Ayouch and Abidar. — Reuters

Cannes delegate ‘stupefied’ by Morocco’s 
ban on prostitution drama ‘Much Loved’

Steve Martin poses during ‘The Un-Private Collection:
Eric Fischl and Steve Martin,’ an art talk presented by The
Broad museum in Santa Monica, Calif. — AP
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They couldn’t be rattled. They couldn’t be denied. Indian-
Americans Gokul Venkatachalam and Vanya Shivashankar
had worked too hard and come close too many times not to

win the Scripps National Spelling Bee. So they shared the title on
Thursday, making history in two different ways. The bee hadn’t
ended in a tie for 52 years - until last year. Now it’s happened for
an unprecedented two years running. Vanya, 13, of Kansas, is the
first sibling of a past champion to win. Her sister, Kavya, won in
2009.

Another milestone: the last 10 winners of the bee, and 14 of
the past 18, have been Indian-Americans, a run of dominance that
began in 1999 with Nupur Lala’s victory, which was later featured
in the documentary “Spellbound.” Vanya’s final word was
“scherenschnitte,” which means the art of cutting paper into dec-
orative designs. After being informed he’d be the co-champion if
he got the next word right, Gokul didn’t even bother to ask the
definition before spelling “nunatak.” For the record, it means a hill
or mountain completely surrounded by glacial ice.

Toughest competitors
Asked what he thought when he got the word, Gokul said, “Me

and Vanya were going to be the champions.” Gokul, 14, of
Missouri, finished third last year, behind the two co-champions.
He had a gruff on-stage demeanor, asking about the word’s roots
and definition before chugging through the letters as if he had
dinner plans. “I wasn’t nervous,” said Gokul, a LeBron James fan

who said his first priority for after the bee was watching the NBA
finals.

Both are eighth-graders, so it was their last chance. Vanya was
competing in the bee for the fifth and final time. Her sister, Kavya
- now a sophomore at Columbia University - competed four
times, which means the Shivashankar family has made the trip
nine of the past 10 years. Vanya, who also acts and plays the tuba
and piano, dedicated her victory to her grandmother. “Everything
takes hard work and passion,” Vanya said. “That’s definitely what I
put in and I know Gokul put that into this endeavor as well.”

Proving their superiority over even their toughest competitors,
Vanya and Gokul went head-to-head for 10 rounds before the list
of 25 championship words was exhausted. The words included:
bouquetiËre, caudillismo, thamakau, scytale, Bruxellois and
pyrrhuloxia. Vanya appeared to struggle only with the Fijian-
derived thamaku, which is a type of outrigger canoe. Vanya and
Gokul each will receive more than $37,000 in cash and prizes, and
while they held up the trophy together as they were being show-
ered with confetti, each will get one to take home. Fourteen-year-
old Cole Shafer-Ray of Oklahoma, making his first appearance in
the finals, finished third. — AP

Ten spellers advancing to the finals of the 2015 Scripps National Spelling Bee, stand on stage
together. Front row, from left are, Sylvie Lamontagne, Snehaa Ganesh Kumar, Siyona Mishra,
Tejas Muthusamy and Siddharth Krishnakumar. Back row, from left are, Cole Shafer-Ray,
Gokul Venkatachalam, Paul Keaton, Vanya Shivashankar and Dev Jaiswal. — AP/AFP photos

Vanya Shivashankar, second from left, 13, of Olathe, Kan., and Gokul Venkatachalam, right,
14, of St Louis, are greeted onstage by their families.

For 2nd year in a row National 
Spelling Bee ends in tie

Dev Jaiswal, 13, of Jackson, Miss, reacts after correctly
spelling “bacchius”.

Vanya Shivashankar and Gokul Venkatachalam sit onstage
together.

Srinath Mahankali, 11, of New York stands onstage before
correctly spelling “sphenogram”.

Vanya Shivashankar and Gokul
Venkatachalam hold up the trophy as co-

champions after winning the finals.
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Universal Orlando Resort is building a
water park. Construction has begun on
Volcano Bay at Universal Orlando

Resort. The new park is expected to open in
2017. It will join Universal Studios Florida and
Universal’s Islands of Adventure at the
Orlando theme park.

Universal says the water park will be an
immersive experience themed on “picture-
postcard tropical islands.” It will be located
within Universal Orlando Resort, just south of
the Cabana Bay Beach Resort. — AP

Universal Orlando to build a 
water park opening in 2017 

This rendering provided by
Universal Orlando Resort shows

a mock-up of a water park that
the theme park is building in

Orlando, Fla. — AP

In the shadow of the Eiffel Tower, a chef in a tall white toque
bobs between great bushes of herbs as busy as the bees
buzzing through beds of strawberries and tomatoes. Even slap

bang in the middle of Paris, chefs are taking the slogan “eat local”
to heart, planting kitchen gardens on the roofs of their restau-
rants.  Ogier Pottiez, 30, of the Frame restaurant at the Pullman
Paris Tour Eiffel, fills his basket with strawberries and mixed salad
leaves as he hunts down purple chive flowers with just a hint of
garlic in the hotel’s rooftop plot.

“Our salads change every day depending on what we pick, and
with no need for transport, they arrive ultra-fresh and perfumed
on the plate,” he said. This rare patch of green abundance in the
French capital’s densely populated core is a paragon of circular
eco-thinking. Eggs for the Sunday brunch are laid by chickens fed
on leftovers from the kitchen, while honey for the pancakes
comes from the bees in five hives on the roof who pollinate the
garden’s fruit and vegetables. The one drawback, however, is that
even at a relatively extensive 600 square metres (6,450 square
feet), the garden cannot supply anything like the restaurant’s veg-
etable needs.

Magic potion 
One of the pioneers of Parisian kitchen roof gardens is Yannick

Alleno, who started with a little herb garden above his restaurant
Le Terroir Parisien. 

He brought in Nicolas Bel, a young eco-driven engineer to cre-
ate it, and Bel is also the brains behind the garden at the Pullman
hotel. With his startup, Topager, he hopes to pull off the triple

challenge of not only making urban agriculture both ecological
and fashionable in France, but also making it pay. 

He already has other projects on his books, including another
Parisian roof garden almost twice the size of the Pullman’s.  Paris
may be behind New York and Montreal in terms of the surface
area of roofs planted, but it is ahead in terms of “environmental
coherence”, Bel claimed. A delegation of politicians and officials
from New York has just come to see his work, curious to find out
about his methods. The secret of his success in producing organic
vegetables of comparable quality to those grown in market gar-
dens rests on a magic potion he has put together with France’s
national agricultural research institute, the INRA. The key is the
rich substrata he creates from urban organic waste such as coffee
grains, grass and wood cuttings, which are both lighter and richer
than normal soil. To this he adds fungus spores and a liberal dose
of earthworms and compost. 

Above the pollution 
Pollution is not quite the problem you might imagine in urban

gardens, Bel said. The hole in the ozone layer “does not affect
vegetation”, he said, and roof gardens tend to be above the layer
of air pollution particles which linger close to the ground.  “In
cities the pollution at ground level can be a problem, and lead to
heavy metals getting into vegetables through their roots. But our
analyses show pollution levels in our plants grown higher up are
very low, around 10 to 30 percent of European norms,” he added.
The restaurant roof gardens in Paris tend to work on organic lines.
Basil and carnations are planted next to tomatoes to keep away

aphids, with black soap used as an insecticide and nettle manure
to push on plants that fail to thrive. Crops are rotated with the
seasons so as not to exhaust the soil.

But work still needs to be done to make the gardens pay for
themselves. The city’s newest rooftop garden, opened in March
above the Ferrandi school of gastronomy, hopes to help crack
that problem. “The idea is that a roof garden should not just be
reserved for haute cuisine. We want to show that it can pay its
way on what can be harvested from it,” said Pablo Jacob, a 25-
year-old future chef in the last year of his studies. The materials
for the sixth-floor Ferrandi garden, with its large wooden plant
boxes set across a terrace, cost 7,500 euros ($8,200).

Pablo picked up a sprig of oysterleaf-”mertensia maritima”-a
rare herb with a strong taste of the sea, which even on the whole-
sale market costs a small fortune per portion.  “You have to
choose plants with high added value, and it takes time,” he said in
front of his boxes of sage, melissa and woodruff. The young chef
discovered the huge “panoply of flavors” from just-picked flowers,
fruit and vegetables when he spent some time helping in the
kitchens of three-starred Michelin chef Michel Bras in Laguiole in
France’s central Aveyron region.  The eat-local mantra which is
developing not just in the countryside but “in the middle of Paris
is the big thing for future chefs”, he said.  “It is not just a trend, it’s
here to stay.”—AFP

Paris chefs hit the roofs with wave of gastro gardens

Gardener and founder of the Topager company, specialized in
urban vegetable gardens, Nicolas Bel, checks plants on the
rooftop of the Ferrandi School of Culinary Arts in Paris.

Frame Brasserie sous-chef Ogier Pottiez picks plants. Gardener and founder of the Topager company, specialized in urban vegetable gardens, Nicolas Bel, poses on the rooftop of the
Ferrandi School of Culinary Arts in Paris.

A henhouse is seen in a vegetable
garden on the rooftop.
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Adark, submarine-inspired thrill ride in California and swank
new offerings at Downtown Disney all top the summer’s
must-do list for theme park and amusement fans. For

those who want even more extreme summer adventures, a
hybrid wood-steel coaster in Massachusetts and a spinning wing
coaster based on Batman in Texas are also new for 2015.

“Pop culture really stands out this summer,” said Colleen
Mangone, spokeswoman for the Virginia-based International
Association of Amusement Parks and Attractions. “It’s allowing
fans to experience pop culture in a whole new way.”

“Star Wars,” Justice League, “Fast and Furious” - all are repre-
sented in different ways and in different parks this summer.
There’s some tamer fare as well, like the Amish Experience locat-
ed in Bird-in-Hand, Pennsylvania, where a “Magic Lantern Show”
promises a 19th-century entertainment experience. I-Drive 360 in
Orlando is slightly different from the area’s other attractions, with
its new, giant Orlando Eye Ferris wheel. Also in Orlando, Florida’s
only Starbucks that serves alcohol recently opened in Downtown
Disney, just in time for thirsty summer crowds. Here are the high-
lights of new theme park summer offerings:

Florida
The most visible and talked about attraction in Orlando this

summer isn’t at one of the mega theme parks. It’s I-Drive 360, an
entertainment complex good for all ages that combines Madame
Tussauds wax museum, the Sea Life Aquarium and the Orlando
Eye. The 400-foot-tall (122 meters) wheel is slow enough for those
with jumpy stomachs (but not good for those with fear of
heights). The aquarium has touch pools, a wall of trippy floating
jellyfish and plenty of sharks to spy. The wax museum includes a
figure of Juan Ponce de Leon, who led the first European expedi-
tion to Florida.

Over at Disney, imagineers are busy transforming Downtown
Disney into Disney Springs. Some of the new restaurant and
shopping offerings are open, including The Boathouse, a water-
front eatery that overlooks Lake Buena Vista. Guests can now take
tours in “Mad Men”-era “amphicars” around the lake; the boat-
cars are original, not replicas. Nearby, Starbucks serves beer and
wine after 4 pm.

Because the “Frozen” movie frenzy keeps growing, the “Frozen
Sing-Along Celebration” at Disney Hollywood Studios moves to

Summer fun:

Coasters, pop 

culture rides

and Orlando Eye 

The Orlando Eye, the city’s new 400-foot observation wheel in Orlando, Fla.

Stephanye Manley, right, poses for a photo with a wax figure
of the late actress Audrey Hepburn at Madame Tussauds wax
museum.

A woman taking a selfie from inside a gondola of the Orlando Eye, the city’s new 400-foot
observation wheel in Orlando, Fla.

A view from inside a gondola on the Orlando Eye.
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the larger Hyperion Theater June 17, with new technology like a
high-definition LED screen and new snow-making. Note to par-
ents: The theater is deliciously air-conditioned and dark, enabling
weary park-goers to kick back and rest while little ones happily
belt out “Let It Go” at the top of their lungs. Two other openings
in Central Florida are worth checking out: The Crayola Experience
and Legoland Florida’s new hotel.

California
Universal Studios Hollywood will unveil its Fast & Furious:

Supercharged attraction on June 25, a 50,000-square-foot (4,600-
square-meter) motion simulator ride based on the movie fran-
chise. It promises to take riders on a 120 mph (193 kilometers per
hour) journey through the “underworld of fast cars and interna-
tional crime cartels” with the help of 3-D-HD imagery and 360-
degree screens.

Knott’s Berry Farm in Buena Park is scheduled to open its 3-D,
interactive dark ride called Voyage to the Iron Reef. It’s a subma-
rine-inspired attraction and guests can use ray guns to “freeze”
puffer fish, octopi and other creatures during the ride, which
takes place on 600 feet (183 meters) of track. Legoland California
in Carlsbad opens Lego Star Wars Miniland Death Star, with mod-
els of classic movie scenes. The park also opens Heartlake City, an
area based on the Lego Friends toy line, which is centered around
the lives of five girls.

Ohio
Cedar Point in Sandusky has already opened its signature sum-

mer ride: Rougarou, a werewolf-themed roller coaster that’s also
floorless. Translation: Your feet are dangling as you plunge 137
feet (42 meters) through four inversions.

Massachusetts
Wicked fast: Six Flags New England in Agawam is updating an

old wooden coaster with a metal structure for a smooth hybrid
ride, now called the Wicked Cyclone, with a 109-foot (33-meter)
hill, two zero-G rolls and top speeds of 55 mph (88 kilometers per
hour).

New Jersey
Six Flags Great Adventure in Jackson adds a 13th coaster to its

mix, El Diablo, a pendulum-style coaster.

Pennsylvania
Camelback Mountain Resort in Tannersville unveils a 533,000-

square-foot (50,000-square-meter) Aquatopia Indoor Water Park
with six pools, a surfing simulator, 13 water slides and an indoor
water coaster. At Hersheypark in Hershey, the Laff Trakk indoor
coaster is a spinning glow coaster that “pays homage” to the fun-
houses of yesteryear, including a hall of mirrors.

Tennessee
At Dollywood in Pigeon Forge, the DreamMore Resort is new

for this summer. It’s a 307-room resort with a lazy river, a splash
park and views of the Great Smoky Mountains.

Texas
Six Flags Over Texas in Arlington is introducing a 3-D interac-

tive dark ride, Justice League: Battle for Metropolis. A similar ride
is opening at Six Flags St Louis in Missouri. At Six Flags Fiesta
Texas in San Antonio, Batman: The Ride is a 4-D coaster with mag-
netic fins that flip riders. — AP

Visitors taking a selfie with a wax figure of former NFL quar-
terback Dan Marino at Madam Tussauds wax museum.

This rendering provided by Six Flags New England in
Agawam, Mass, shows the Wicked Cyclone. — AP photos

Actresses dressed as royal sisters’ Queen Elsa, left, and
Princess Anna, from the Disney animated motion picture
‘Frozen,’ during a performance of the Frozen Sing-Along
Celebration, in Lake Buena Vista, Fla.

The theme park’s new Rougarou roller coaster.

Wax figures of Michael Jackson, left, and Elvis Pressly are dis-
played at Madame Tussauds in Orlando.

A scene at Lego Star Wars Miniland Death Star, offering mod-
els of classic movie scenes at the resort in Carlsbad.

Visitors watch eels swim overhead as they stand inside an
observation bubble at the new Sea Life Aquarium in Orlando.
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It’s a difficult compromise: Many of us want our homes to look
as stylish and carefully designed as the ones we see in decorat-
ing magazines. But we also want them to be comfortable and

easy to enjoy. “A relaxed lifestyle is something people want more
and more, and their homes are reflecting that,” says New
YorkCity-based designer Young Huh.

“The old rules of formal living, and therefore decorating, are
disappearing. People want to have dinner parties with mis-
matched dishes, and candles and flowers that are casually and
imperfectly arranged. They’re looking to enjoy themselves more
and impress less,” Huh says. Designer Kate Jackson, based in
Rhode Island, gets the same message from her clients. “I am typi-
cally asked to create a space that can be used more by family and
friends,” she says, and to “lose whatever formality lives there.”

How do you pack a room with gorgeous style but also make it
a place where you can comfortably kick back? Some advice from
interior designers on achieving that perfect middleground - gor-
geous, relaxed style:

Go soft
Choose “seating that is comfortable enough to spend the

entire day lounging,” Huh says, with plenty of pillows, throws and
ottomans. Use slipcovers rather than structured upholstery, and
opt for durable, touchable fabrics l ike washable cotton,
stonewashed linen or soft burlap. For even more softness, layer
smaller rugs ontop of a larger one. To add a burst of style, Los
Angeles-based interior designer Brian Patrick Flynn suggests
choosing some bold, graphic stripes rather than solid-colored
fabrics.

“Relaxed interiors don’t always involve soft, muted colors and
neutrals. They can be packed with color and still be laid back and
casual,” says Flynn. “I’m a huge fan of an all-white backdrop with
tons of saturated color introduced with old objects like canvas
flags, old maps, and even torn and tattered handmade rugs,” he
says. “When the bold color is introduced with texture and charac-
ter, it adds a collected feel, almost like a sense of history.”

Personal pieces
Relaxed rooms include items that have personal meaning,

such as heirlooms that might be worn or tattered by time.

“Homeowners love when I incorporate special pieces that they
already own into their ‘new design,’” Jackson says. “Whether it’s a
familiar wooden box placed in the bookcase or a framed black
and white photo from eras past, items of sentimental value that
mingle with more modern and fresh accessories easily make a
room feel special. A well-curated collection of books adds won-
ders and layers of personality to a room, too.”

Vintage items are “like buying that perfectly comfortable worn
pair of jeans without having to break them in for years,” Huh says.
“Imperfect, worn things in a room make you feel that you can
touch everything and can withstand the wear and tear of a life
that’s being fully lived. “With personal mementoes and hand-me-
downs, consider scale - not too many huge items or too many
small ones - and combine colors or styles that work well together.

“When you’ve got a bunch of meaningful items which aren’t
from the same period or in a common color scheme,” Flynn says,
“you’ve just got to edit it all with a keen eye and a strong empha-
sis on mixing shapes, textures, sheens and patterns.” Huh agrees:
“Attention to detail will keep a room from looking sloppy.”

Functional style
Think about how you’ll be using a space, and then choose fur-

niture that will work for you. If you’ll be watching movies, consid-
er a sectional sofa where the whole family can camp out together.
If you’ll entertain often, consider swivel chairs that make conver-
sation easier.

It’s all about your convenience: Locate side tables where you’ll
put down drinks. And if you’ll be reading, place lighting exactly
where you’ll need it. You might even want to rethink a room’s
purpose: “I’ve had clients ask me to repurpose their formal dining
rooms to create a relaxed space that can be used on a daily basis,”
Jackson says. — AP

Designer Brian Patrick Flynn creates relaxed interiors for his
clients by meticulously editing all furnishings down to a mix
of shapes, scale, materials and finishes. 

Designer Brian Patrick Flynn decorated this living room with soft neutral tones including mossy green and pale pink, and he
kept the furniture light and casual by sticking with breathable fabrics such as cotton and linen. — AP photos

Designer Flynn added cool, coastal charm to this Los Angeles
bedroom by packing it with casual, forgiving fabrics such as
linen and cotton. The bold blues and vibrant pinks are bal-
anced with a use of neutral sand tones.

Home trends: How to balance 
gorgeous style with relaxing comfort
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Bryant with dog Dexter at Cape Elizabeth, Maine. — AP photos Carol Bryant, shows herself with dog Dexter at Mather Point
on the Rim Trail in the Grand Canyon.

Having an 80-pound Labradoodle as a travel buddy means
BL Ochman can quickly separate the hotels that love
dogs from those that just put up with them. A bed-and-

breakfast she visited north of New York City wouldn’t let her
pooch Benny trot around in the main house, among other trou-
bles. Ochman, a Manhattan Internet strategist, has since discov-
ered Audrey’s Farmhouse, a B&B in Wallkill, New York, that caters
to dogs and doesn’t charge pet fees that can top hundreds of
dollars.

“Dog-friendly means your dog is welcome,” she said. “If the
dog is welcome, he shouldn’t cost extra money. Of course, I am a
dog owner, not an innkeeper.” Hotels ranging from major chains
to small outposts are capitalizing on the wave of travelers who
bring along their dogs, some by charging for perks that pamper
pets and others by expanding fees. What started as a basic, one-
time pet fee has blossomed into a per-night charge at many
places and costs that can total hundreds.

Some properties offer amenities from patches of grass to
chew toys, designer bowls and in-room massages - usually for an
additional price - while others simply levy cleaning fees, whether
your dog makes a mess or not. Those hotels often don’t offer
extras or permission for pooches over a certain weight, locking
out larger pets like Ochman’s. “There is a huge difference
between pet-tolerant and pet-welcoming,” said Carol Bryant, a
pet industry public relations strategist from Forty Fort,
Pennsylvania.

She’s been traveling with dogs for decades and says hotels
that simply tolerate animals don’t offer services such as bowls
and beds, so dogs might be sleeping on thin carpeting. Perks
such as organic treats usually cost more, but “I never forget
when businesses extend themselves to my dog,” Bryant said.
“Does my dog know? Probably not, but I do. And I do the spend-
ing.”

Hotels charge a range of prices for pets. More than 120
DoubleTree by Hilton hotels in the US charge a maximum $75
nonrefundable fee used for cleaning, said Maggie Giddens,

director of public relations for the hotels. Many chains charge dif-
ferently by city. In San Francisco, flat fees are common, with the
Radisson charging $75; the Marriott, $50 to $100; Holiday Inn,
$75; and the Hyatt, $100, according to petswelcome.com, a pet
travel services website. But the InterContinental requires $50 a
night there.

Many properties have no fees, including Motel 6, Studio 6,
Red Roof Inn, La Quinta and Kimpton, which has 67 hotels
nationwide, said Cindy Dahlen, marketing director for New York-
based petswelcome.com. Others charge per night, including
Rodeway Inn and Westin hotels at $10-$15; Best Western and
Travelodge at $20; and Extended Stay America at $25.

Bryant said the highest fee she’s faced was a one-time $250
cleaning charge at the Trump SoHo New York. Dogs staying at
the luxury hotel also have to be under 25 pounds.

Other pet policies, which exclude service dogs, vary by hotel

and can include:
Rooms on designated floors, allowing other customers to

avoid pet dander.
Restricting dogs from getting on furniture in rooms and lob-

bies.
When dogs must be leashed.
Where they can go on the property.
Bans on certain breeds, which generally match the city’s laws.
For Ochman, bed-and-breakfasts beat out hotels, because

they’re more distinctive and usually have fewer restrictions on
pets. “People approach travel in different ways,” she said. “We
are just looking for a pretty place where we can relax and take
the dogs.”— AP

Ochman’s dog Benny, an 80-pound labradoodle, rests on a sofa at Audrey’s Farmhouse.

Traveling with your dog will
cost you - sometimes hundreds 
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A man rides a bicycle with
balloons in the northern port
city of Tianjin. — AFP

Summer fun: Coasters, pop 
culture rides and Orlando Eye 
Summer fun: Coasters, pop 

culture rides and Orlando Eye 
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SAN FRANCISCO: Google’s next version of its
Android operating system will boast new ways
to fetch information, pay merchants and pro-
tect privacy on mobile devices as the Internet
company duels with Apple in the quest to make
their technology indispensable. The upgrade
will give Android’s personal assistant, Google
Now, expanded powers of intuition that may be
greeted as a great convenience to some and a
tad too creepy for others.

Most of the renovations unveiled Thursday
at Google’s annual developers’ conference
won’t be available until late summer or early
fall, around the same time that Apple is expect-
ed to release the latest overhaul of the iOS soft-
ware that powers the iPhone and iPad. The
annual changes to Android and iOS are becom-
ing increasingly important as people become
more dependent on smartphones to manage
their lives. Android holds about an 80 percent
share of the worldwide smartphone market,
with iOS a distant second at 16 percent, accord-
ing to the research firm International Data Corp.

Both Google and Apple are vying to make
their products even more ubiquitous by trans-
planting much of their mobile technology into
automobiles and Internet-connected televi-
sions and appliances. Google hopes to play a
prominent role in the management of home
security and appliances with a new operating
system called Brillo that will interact with
Android devices. Here’s a closer look at some of
the key features in the upcoming Android
upgrade, currently known simply as “M”:

Now on tap
Google Now currently learns a user’s inter-

ests and habits by analyzing search requests
and scanning emails so it can automatically
present helpful information, such as the latest
news about a favorite sports team or how long
it will take to get to work. With the M upgrade,
users will be able to summon Google Now to
scan whatever content might be on a mobile
device’s screen so it can present pertinent infor-

mation about the topic of a text, a song, a video
clip or an article.

The new Android feature, called “Now on
Tap,” will be activated by holding down the
device’s  home button or speaking,  “OK
Google,” into the microphone. That action will
prompt Now on Tap to scan the screen in
attempt to figure out how to be the most help-
ful. Or, if speaking, users can just say what they
are seeking, such as “Who sings this?” Google is
hoping to provide Android users with what
they need at the precise moment they need it
without forcing them to hopscotch from one
app to another.

Mobile payment do-over
Android M will include an alternative to the

mobile payment system that Apple introduced
last fall. Google’s response, called Android Pay,
will replace Google Wallet for making mobile
purchases in stores and applications. Google
Wallet, which came out in 2011, will still work
for sending payments from one person to
another.

Like Apple’s system, Android Pay can be
used to store major credit and debit cards in
smartphones that can be used to pay mer-
chants equipped with terminals that work with
the technology. Android Pay will also work on
devices running on the KitKat and Lollipop ver-
sions of Android released the past two years.

Android M will be compatible with finger-
print scanners so device users can verify their
identities by pressing a button instead of enter-
ing a passcode. Apple’s iPhones began using a
fingerprint reader in 2013.

Besides supporting fingerprint scanners,
Android M will make it easier to users to pre-
vent mobile applications from grabbing their
personal information. Permission will only need
to be granted to each app if the access is need-
ed for a specific action. That means Android
users won’t be asked to share information
about their contact lists, photo rolls or locations
until an app won’t work without it. —AP

Google unveils
Android’s latest

technological tricks 

SAN FRANCISCO: Sundar Pichai, senior vice president of Android, Chrome and Apps,
speaks during the Google I/O 2015 keynote presentation.  — AP photos 

SAN FRANCISCO: Sherice Torres, director of marketing for Android Pay, shows the icon
for the Android Pay app on a phone at Google I/O 2015.

SAN FRANCISCO: It’s all you want, really, isn’t it? A digital
equivalent of that shoebox full of photos in your parents’
closet - a place you can store all the photos and videos
you’re taking, without having to worry about having
enough space for them. Because here’s the thing: Your
parents’ shoebox didn’t cost them anything. If you decide
you want a phone with more storage space, it could cost
you a couple hundred bucks. If you can figure out how to
get them off your phone onto a disk, you’ve got to buy
that, too - and then you’ll have to worry about what hap-
pens to all those photos and videos if it gets broken or
lost. Storing them online seems like the best option, but
storage space is always an issue. You can get the space
you need, but you’ll pay for it, every month, for as long as
they’re willing to store your stuff. Until yesterday.

Yesterday, Google announced Google Photos, and it
might be a game-changer in the cloud storage game.
Google Photos will store all of your photos and videos.
For free. All of them. There are limitations, but right now
odds are they won’t be important to you - photos can be
up to 16 megapixels, and high-definition video is limited
to 1080p. Stay within those limits (as you likely already
do) and you can dump everything you want into Google
Photos.

There’s an app for iPhones and Android phones, and

a website (photos.google.com). Visit, and you might see
shades of the old photo management tool from Google
Plus, the company’s struggling social media site. But
Google Photos will be different, the company says.

“There has been a renaissance in the thinking of what
Google Plus is for,” Bradley Horowitz, Google’s vice presi-
dent of photos and streams (that’s a job title?), told the
Associated Press. It’s not that Google Plus is going any-
where, Horowitz said, but AP says it’s “likely to focus on
bringing together people who share common interests
and hobbies instead of trying to connect friends and
family.” I admit I’m not sure I understand what that dis-
tinction will mean when you’re deciding how to share
photos of your cat, but the message seems to be this:
Google admits the shortcomings in Google Plus were
obvious; hopefully Google Photos will address some of
those concerns.

And the benefit to you goes beyond the free price
tag, Google says. Google Photos will be about how your
photos are arranged and managed, freeing you from
having to sift through that entire digital shoebox when
you want to find that photo of Uncle Phil falling into the
pool last Thanksgiving. If you use Gmail for your email,
you probably understand the approach Google wants to
bring to organizing and searching your photos. 

Is there a catch?
They’ll be automatically sorted by location, activity

- or, according to the AP, “even species of animal.”
Down the road, after you’ve uploaded thousands of
your photos, Google wants you to be able to find pic-
tures of your dog just by typing “dog” in the search
field - even if you’ve never taken the time to put tags
or descriptions on any of your stuff. You’ll be able to
create slide shows and albums automatically, too, and
set them to music. 

Is there a catch? There has to be one, right? And
maybe it’s this: Ask yourself what’s in this for Google?
How do they come out ahead by offering you every-
thing you wanted, and for free? Well, for one thing,
they’re trying to fine-tune their facial recognition algo-
rithms. What better way to do that than to turn it loose
an enormous stash of other people’s photos? So for
the time being, you might want to keep your most
personal photos to yourself.

And when the alternatives are 5GB of free storage
from Apple, then 99 cents a month for an additional
20GB, or even 1TB of free storage from Flickr, Google’s
free and unlimited largesse might be worth managing
that concern. It’s certainly enough to get your atten-
tion. — AP

Google offers unlimited free storage 
of photos and videos for everyone
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LOS ANGELES: By the end of the year, nearly
every major automaker will begin offering
Apple’s CarPlay or Google’s Android Auto,
two systems that effectively turn a car’s
dashboard screen into a smartphone.
General Motors made the biggest move so
far Wednesday, announcing that both sys-
tems will be available in seven 2016
Chevrolet models starting in the summer.
The Apple system will appear in seven addi-
tional Chevy models. Earlier in the week,
Hyundai announced the Android system in
the Sonata midsize car.

Experts say the move to systems devised
in Silicon Valley is an admission by the
automakers that people favor the way their
smartphones work over the automakers’
own touch screens and voice commands,
which have been prone to glitches. The in-
house systems have cost the car companies
millions and dinged their quality ratings.

‘We just want familiar’
People are familiar with smartphones

and have music libraries, podcasts, social

media contacts and other personal items on
them, said Tim Bajarin, president of Creative
Strategies, a technology research firm in San
Jose, Calif. Automakers, he said, have real-
ized that most drivers can’t be bothered
learning a whole new car-based system.”We
just want familiar. We want our content, our
services that we already own on our phone.
We just want the car to have the representa-
tion of that on demand,” Bajarin said.

To get the systems, GM customers will
have to purchase a new Chevrolet equipped
with the brand’s MyLink touch screens,
which are available on many entry-level
models.

Once people plug into the car’s USB port,
the system will convert the screen to resem-
ble the phone. The system will then be able
to play a person’s music library, log on to
music apps with a touch, send and receive
text messages by voice, and even call up
Apple or Google Maps for navigation. The
number of available apps will be limited to
avoid driver distraction, GM officials said.
Many can be controlled by voice commands,

and video won’t be supported by the car
system. To work with MyLink, Android
phones must have at least the Lollipop 5.0
operating system, while Apple CarPlay
requires an iPhone 5 or newer model.

Automakers’ systems still necessary
GM will provide CarPlay or Android Car

for no additional cost. Although this might
cause some drivers to shun MyLink, GM
believes that ultimately giving consumers
the choice will help it sell more cars, said
Saejin Park, the company’s director of inno-
vation and portfolio planning.

Mark Boyadjis, senior analyst for infotain-
ment at IHS Automotive, said the decision
doesn’t necessarily mean the death of
MyLink, Ford’s Sync and other systems. The
automakers’ systems have specific informa-
tion about the car that Apple or Google can’t
duplicate - engine diagnostics, heating and
air conditioning controls or even the ability
to set up service appointments with dealer-
ships, Boyadjis said.

GM officials also noted that some car
owners might drive in areas without the cel-
lular telephone coverage needed to run the
Apple or Google systems. And others prefer
not to plug anything in to their cars. Initially
both systems will be offered in the 2016
Spark mini car, Cruze compact, Malibu
midisze car, Camaro and Camaro convert-
ible, and the Silverado pickup, both regular
and heavy-duty models.

If something goes wrong with the sys-
tem under warranty, Apple and Google
would be responsible if the problem origi-
nates with their software. GM would handle
any problems on its end such as the MyLink
hardware, GM said. Apple and Android
combined control about 95 per cent of the
world’s smartphone market, so having both
systems is necessary. International Data
Corp. is forecasting Android will have a 79
per cent share of the smartphone market
this year with Apple (iOS) a distant second
at 16 per cent. — AP

SAN FRANCISCO: An Android employee gives a demonstration of Android Auto
during Google I/O 2014. 

Apple CarPlay or Google
Android Auto will be in 

all new cars by end of 2015

DETROIT: An iPhone is connected to a 2016 Chevrolet Malibu equipped with Apple CarPlay apps, displayed on the car’s
MyLink screen, top, during a demonstration. — AP photos

NEW YORK: Shares of GoPro jumped to a five-month
high Thursday after the company’s CEO said the com-
pany is getting into the drone and virtual reality busi-
ness. The company already dominates the action
video camera market and its entry into the fast-grow-
ing field of drones and virtual reality sent shares up 3
percent early Thursday. Nick Woodman, who also
founded the company, said at the Code Conference
in California, that GoPro will come out with a quad-
copter drone geared toward consumers in the first
half of 2016.

GoPro is also introducing six-camera technology
for use in virtual reality, using its HERO4 cameras,
which may be available this year. GoPro last month
said it was buying Kolor, a French company that
makes “stitching” technology that allows users to
combine multiple photos or videos into a high-reso-
lution panoramic or spherical whole. GoPro said that
Kolor’s technology will be an important part of virtual
reality media. Shares of GoPro Inc rose $3.53, or 6.6
percent, to close at $56.81 on Thursday. Its shares are
up 35 percent in the past three months. — AP

GoPro gets real, 

NEW YORK: A newly discovered glitch in Apple’s software can
cause iPhones to mysteriously shut down when they receive a
certain text message. Apple says it’s aware of the problem and
is working on a fix. But some pranksters are sharing informa-
tion about the glitch on social media and using it to crash oth-
er peoples’ phones.

The problem only occurs when the iPhone receives a mes-
sage with a specific string of characters, including some
Arabic characters, according to several tech blogs. When an
iPhone isn’t being used, it typically shows a shortened version
of the message on the phone’s lock screen. That shortened
combination of characters apparently triggers the crash.
Affected phones will restart automatically. Owners can pre-
vent the problem by using phone settings to turn off message
“previews”. — AP

Software glitch can
cause iphones to crash

BLACKSBURG: Mechanical Engineering students and Team
Valor members (from left) John Seminatore, James Burton,
Yoonchang Sung and Lakshitha Dantanarayana test soft-
ware on the THOR robot while readying for the Defense
Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA) Robotics
Challenge at the TREC (Terrestrial Robotics Engineering and
Controls) Lab at Virginia Tech in Blacksburg, Virginia. Unlike
many of the other 24 international teams in the competi-
tion, Team Valor has built most of the semi-autonomous
ESCHER (Electromechanical Series Compliant Humanoid for
Emergency Response) robot from the ground up over the
last three months. The winner of the simulated disaster-
response course will take home a $2 million prize next week
in Pomona, California. — AFP
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00:20 Fast N’ Loud
01:10 Fast N’ Loud
02:00 Misfit Garage
02:50 Wheeler Dealers
03:40 Storage Hunters
04:05 Backroad Bounty
05:00 How It’s Made
05:30 How Do They Do It?
06:00 Mind Control Freaks
06:25 Mind Control Freaks
06:50 The Pop Illusionist
07:40 Close-Up Kings
08:30 Running Wild With Bear Grylls
09:20 Marooned With Ed Stafford
10:10 So You Think You’d Survive?
11:00 Wheeler Dealers
11:50 Wheeler Dealers
12:40 Wheeler Dealers
13:30 Wheeler Dealers
14:20 Wheeler Dealers
15:10 Wheeler Dealers
16:00 Gold Rush
16:50 Gold Divers
17:40 Alaska: The Last Frontier
(Season 4 Specials)
18:30 Running Wild With Bear Grylls
19:20 Marooned With Ed Stafford
20:10 Alaskan Bush People
21:00 Alaska: Battle On The Bay
21:50 Auction Hunters
22:15 Auction Hunters
22:40 Auction Hunters
23:05 Treehouse Masters
23:55 The Pool Master

MISSION TO MARS ON OSN MOVIES  HD

00:00 Richkids Of Beverly Hills
00:30 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
00:55 Extreme Close-Up
01:25 Beyond Candid With Giuliana
02:20 E! News
03:15 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
04:10 E!ES
05:05 E!ES
06:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
06:55 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
07:50 Style Star
08:20 E! News
09:15 Richkids Of Beverly Hills
09:45 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
10:15 THS
11:10 E!ES
12:05 E! News
13:05 Giuliana & Bill
14:05 Christina Milian Turned Up
15:00 Fashion Bloggers
15:30 Fashion Bloggers
16:00 House Of DVF
17:00 House Of DVF
18:00 E! News
19:00 E!ES
20:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
21:00 Christina Milian Turned Up
22:00 E! News
23:00 The Soup
23:30 The Grace Helbig Show

00:30 Guy’s Big Bite
01:00 Girl Eats World
01:30 Girl Eats World
02:00 Bite This With Nadia G
02:30 Bite This With Nadia G
03:00 Guy’s Big Bite
03:30 Guy’s Big Bite
04:00 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
04:30 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
05:00 Chopped
06:00 Guy’s Grocery Games
07:00 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
07:30 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
08:00 Chopped
09:00 Amazing Wedding Cakes
10:00 The Pioneer Woman
10:30 The Pioneer Woman
11:00 Siba’s Table
11:30 Siba’s Table
12:00 Guy’s Big Bite
12:30 Chopped

13:30 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
14:00 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
14:30 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
15:00 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
15:30 Chopped
16:30 The Pioneer Woman
17:00 The Pioneer Woman
17:30 Guy’s Big Bite
18:00 Guy’s Big Bite
18:30 Guy’s Big Bite
19:00 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
19:30 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
20:00 Chopped
21:00 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
21:30 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
22:00 Man Fire Food
22:30 Man Fire Food
23:00 Bite This With Nadia G
23:30 Bite This With Nadia G

00:20 World’s Deadliest: Jaws & Sins
01:10 Hunter Hunted
02:00 World’s Deadliest Animals
02:50 Lion Battle Zone
03:45 Wild Colombia
04:40 The Croc Catchers
05:35 World’s Weirdest
06:30 Fish Warrior
07:25 Hooked
08:20 Kingdom Of The Oceans
09:15 World’s Deadliest Animals
10:10 Urban Jungle
11:05 Animals Gone Wild
12:00 Red Sea Jaws
12:55 World’s Deadliest Animals
13:50 Grizzly Cauldron
14:45 Monster Frog
15:40 Man And The Wild
16:35 Nordic Wild
17:30 Built For The Kill
18:25 World’s Weirdest
19:20 Monster Frog
20:10 Man And The Wild
21:00 Nordic Wild
21:50 Built For The Kill
22:40 World’s Weirdest
23:30 Red Sea Jaws

00:35 The Jonathan Ross Show
01:30 Holiday: Heaven On Earth
02:00 Who’s Doing The Dishes
02:55 Emmerdale
03:20 Emmerdale
03:45 Emmerdale
04:10 Emmerdale
04:35 Emmerdale
05:15 Coronation Street
05:40 Coronation Street
06:05 Coronation Street
06:30 Coronation Street
06:55 Coronation Street
07:15 The Chase: Celebrity Specials
08:00 The Doctor Blake Mysteries
08:55 The Doctor Blake Mysteries
09:50 Murdoch Mysteries
10:40 Murdoch Mysteries
11:35 The Widower
12:25 The Chase
13:15 The Chase
14:05 Big Star’s Little Star
15:00 Home Fires
15:45 Who’s Doing The Dishes
16:30 The Doctor Blake Mysteries
17:45 The Doctor Blake Mysteries
18:30 Holiday: Heaven On Earth
19:00 Big Star’s Little Star
19:45 Home Fires
20:30 The Doctor Blake Mysteries
21:45 The Doctor Blake Mysteries

00:00 Battle Of The Damned
02:00 Darkroom-
04:00 Empire State
05:45 Shaolin
08:00 Breakout
10:00 Mission To Mars
12:00 Street Fighter
14:00 Reign Of Fire
15:45 Shaolin
18:00 Mission To Mars
20:00 Breakout
22:00 Prisoners Of The Sun

01:00 The Adventures Of Rocky And
Bullwinkle
02:45 Sir Billi
04:30 Pim And Pom: The Big
Adventure
06:00 Dinosaur Island
08:00 Pacific Pirates
10:00 Tristan And Isolde
11:30 The Happy Cricket
13:00 Sir Billi
14:30 Quest For A Heart
16:00 The Spiderwick Chronicles
18:00 Tristan And Isolde
20:00 Tony Hawk: Boom Boom
Sabotage
22:00 Quest For A Heart
23:30 The Spiderwick Chronicles

00:00 80s Greatest
01:00 Shark Men
02:00 Banged Up Abroad
03:00 Naked Science 2.5
04:00 Mystery Files

04:30 Mystery Files
05:00 Somewhere In China
06:00 Wild Canada
07:00 Family Guns
08:00 80s Greatest
09:00 Shark Men
10:00 Banged Up Abroad
11:00 The Big Picture With Kal Penn
11:30 The Big Picture With Kal Penn
12:00 The Border
13:00 Remote Survival
14:00 Doomsday Preppers
15:00 Knights Of Mayhem
16:00 Inside
17:00 Is It Real?
18:00 Star Talk
19:00 Knights Of Mayhem
20:00 Inside
21:00 Is It Real?
22:00 Star Talk
23:00 The Big Picture With Kal Penn
23:30 The Big Picture With Kal Penn

00:30 The Daily Show With Jon
Stewart
01:00 The Nightly Show With Larry
Wilmore

03:00 Last Man Standing
03:30 New Girl
04:30 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
07:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers
09:00 Last Man Standing
09:30 Black-Ish
10:00 Fresh Off The Boat
11:00 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
14:00 New Girl
14:30 Black-Ish
15:00 Fresh Off The Boat
15:30 The Daily Show With Jon
Stewart
16:00 The Nightly Show With Larry
Wilmore
17:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers
18:00 Last Man Standing
18:30 New Girl
19:00 2 Broke Girls
19:30 Galavant
20:00 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
21:00 The Daily Show Global Edition
21:30 The Nightly Show Global
Edition
23:30 Late Night With Seth Meyers

00:00 Glee
01:00 Once Upon A Time
02:00 Survivor: Worlds Apart
03:00 Mistresses
05:00 Drop Dead Diva
06:00 Glee
08:00 Perception
10:00 Drop Dead Diva
11:00 Once Upon A Time
13:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
14:00 Perception
15:00 Glee
18:00 Perception
19:00 Unforgettable
21:00 Supernatural
22:00 Satisfaction
23:00 Mistresses

13:00 C.S.I.
14:00 Killer Women
15:00 Live Good Morning America
16:00 The Night Shift
18:00 C.S.I.
19:00 The Night Shift
21:00 C.S.I.
22:00 Better Call Saul
23:00 Salem

00:00 Darkroom—PG15
02:00 Empire State-PG15
03:45 Shaolin-PG15
06:00 Breakout-PG15
08:00 Mission To Mars-PG15
10:00 Street Fighter-PG15
12:00 Reign Of Fire-PG15
13:45 Shaolin-PG15
16:00 Mission To Mars-PG15
18:00 Breakout-PG15
20:00 Prisoners Of The Sun-PG15
22:00 Red Sky-PG15

00:15 Mafia!
02:00 The World’s End
04:00 Son Of Rambow
06:00 Planes
08:00 The Rocker
10:00 Mafia!
11:45 The Life Aquatic With Steve
Zissou
14:00 The Adventures Of Rocky And
Bullwinkle
16:00 The Rocker
18:00 High Fidelity
20:00 The Heat
22:00 Not Suitable For Children

01:15 Upside Down-PG15
03:00 Parkland-PG15
05:00 Diana-PG15
09:00 Chasing Mavericks-PG15
11:00 Diana-PG15
13:00 Parkland-PG15
15:00 Romeo & Juliet-PG15
17:00 Chasing Mavericks-PG15
19:00 Reasonable Doubt-PG15
21:00 Ain’t Them Bodies Saints-
PG15
23:00 The Master-R

01:30 My Last Day Without You
03:30 Bully
05:30 The Damned United
07:15 Dream House
09:00 The Cutting Edge
11:00 My Last Day Without You
13:00 Maladies
15:00 The Damned United
17:00 The Cutting Edge
19:00 Between Us
21:00 Hateship Loveship
23:00 Cloud Atlas

01:00 Escape Plan-PG15
03:00 Song For Marion-PG15
04:45 Won’t Back Down-PG15
06:45 Captain America: The Winter
Soldier-PG15
09:00 Muppets Most Wanted-PG
11:00 Maleficent-PG
13:00 The Lego Movie-PG
15:00 Man Of Tai Chi-PG15
17:00 Muppets Most Wanted-PG
19:00 The Monuments Men-PG15
21:00 Miss Julie-PG15
23:15 About Last Night-18

00:00 47 Ronin-PG15
02:00 No Clue-PG15
03:45 The Amazing Spider-Man 2-
PG15
06:15 Turbo-PG
08:00 I, Frankenstein-PG15
09:45 Vamps-PG15
11:30 The Amazing Spider-Man 2-
PG15
14:00 Last Passenger-PG15
15:45 I, Frankenstein-PG15
17:30 The Hobbit: The Desolation Of
Smaug-PG
20:30 Think Like A Man Too-PG15
22:15 Sin City: A Dame To Kill For-18

00:00 Live MSNBC The Ed Show
01:00 Live MSNBC Politicsnation
02:00 Live NBC Nightly News
02:30 ABC World News With David
Muir
03:00 Live MSNBC All In With Chris
Hayes
04:00 Live MSNBC The Rachel
Maddow Show
05:00 MSNBC Hardball W/ Chris

00:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
01:00 Good Morning America
03:00 Better Call Saul
04:00 Salem
05:00 Good Morning America
07:00 Top Gear (UK)
08:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
09:00 The Night Shift
11:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
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Won’t Back Down ON OSN MOVIES ACTION HD

19:00 Storage Wars
19:30 Storage Wars
20:00 Storage Wars
20:30 Storage Wars
21:00 Storage Wars
21:30 Storage Wars
22:00 Counting Cars
23:00 Big Rig Bounty Hunters

00:45 Return To Amish
01:35 My 600lb Life
02:25 Body Bizarre
03:15 Outrageous Emergency
04:05 Soul Food Family
05:00 Soul Food Family
06:00 17 Kids And Counting
06:25 Toddlers & Tiaras
07:15 Toddlers & Tiaras
08:05 The Next Great Baker: Road
To The Finale
08:55 The Next Great Baker
10:10 My Big Fat Fabulous Life
10:35 Shopping Is My Life
11:25 17 Kids And Counting
11:50 17 Kids And Counting
12:15 17 Kids And Counting
12:40 17 Kids And Counting
13:05 17 Kids And Counting
13:30 Say Yes To The Dress
13:55 Say Yes To The Dress
14:20 Oprah: Where Are They Now?
15:10 Cake Boss
15:35 Cake Boss
16:00 Cake Boss
16:25 Cake Boss
16:50 Cake Boss
17:15 Shopping Is My Life
18:05 Oprah’s Next Chapter
18:55 Say Yes To The Dress
19:20 Say Yes To The Dress
19:45 Say Yes To The Dress
20:10 Say Yes To The Dress
20:35 Say Yes To The Dress
21:00 Oprah: Where Are They Now?
21:50 Oprah’s Next Chapter
22:40 Long Island Medium
23:05 Last Chance Salon
23:55 Last Chance Salon

03:00 Serial Killers
03:45 Couples Who Kill
04:30 Swamp Murders
05:20 Nightmare Next Door
06:10 True Crime With Aphrodite
Jones
07:00 Fatal Encounters
07:50 Disappeared
08:40 Disappeared
09:30 Who On Earth Did I Marry?
09:55 Who On Earth Did I Marry?
10:20 Who On Earth Did I Marry?
10:45 Who On Earth...
11:10 The Will
12:00 The Will
12:50 Blood Relatives
13:40 Nightmare Next Door
14:30 On The Case With Paula
Zahn
15:20 On The Case With Paula
Zahn
16:10 Extreme Forensics
17:00 Stalked: Someone’s
Watching
17:25 Stalked: Someone’s
Watching
17:50 I Was Murdered
18:15 I Was Murdered
18:40 I Almost Got Away With It
19:30 I Almost Got Away With It
20:20 I Almost Got Away With It
21:10 I Almost Got Away With It
22:00 Unravelled
22:50 Deadly Women
23:40 Desperate Measures
00:30 Exorcist Files
01:20 Blood Relatives
02:10 Unravelled

02:00 Golfing World
07:00 World Rugby
07:30 NRL Full Time
08:00 Live NRL Premiership
10:30 Live Super Rugby
12:30 Live Super Rugby
17:00 Super Rugby Highlights
18:00 Live Super Rugby
20:00 Live Super Rugby
22:30 Live Indy Car Series 

00:30 ICC Cricket 360
12:00 Indian Premier League H/L :
Qualifier 2
13:00 Live International Test Series :
ENG v NZ
21:00 ICC Cricket 360
21:30 Indian Premier League H/L :
Qualifier 1
22:30 Indian Premier League H/L :
Eliminator

23:35 Jungle Junction
23:50 Art Attack
00:15 Julius Jr.
00:30 Calimero
00:45 Henry Hugglemonster
01:00 Zou
01:15 Jungle Junction
01:25 Art Attack
01:50 Julius Jr.
02:00 Calimero
02:15 Henry Hugglemonster
02:25 Zou
02:40 Mouk
02:50 Jungle Junction

05:10 Calimero
05:25 Henry Hugglemonster
05:35 Zou
05:50 Mouk
06:00 Jungle Junction
06:10 Art Attack
06:35 Julius Jr.
06:45 Calimero
07:00 Jungle Junction
07:15 Zou
07:30 Calimero
07:45 Loopdidoo
08:00 Limon And Oli
08:10 Jake And The Neverland
Pirates
08:35 Doc McStuffins
09:05 Art Attack
09:30 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
10:00 Sofia The First
10:25 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
10:55 Miles From Tomorrow
11:20 Messages From Miles
11:25 Doc McStuffins
11:50 Henry Hugglemonster
12:15 Sofia The First
12:45 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
13:10 Sheriff Callie’s Wild West
13:35 Zou
13:50 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
14:15 Doc McStuffins
14:45 Miles From Tomorrow
15:10 Messages From Miles
15:15 Sofia The First
15:40 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
16:05 Lilo & Stitch
16:30 Adventures Of The Gummi
Bears
17:00 Chip n Dale Rescue Rangers
17:25 Ducktales
18:00 Miles From Tomorrow
18:30 Sofia The First
18:55 Messages From Miles
19:00 The Adventures Of Disney
Fairies
19:30 Jake And The Neverland
Pirates
19:45 Doc McStuffins
20:00 Adventures Of The Gummi
Bears
20:30 Sofia The First
20:55 Cars Toons
21:00 Chip n Dale Rescue Rangers
21:30 Ducktales
22:00 Lilo & Stitch
22:25 Art Attack
22:55 Limon And Oli
23:05 Zou
23:20 Mouk

Matthews
06:00 NBC Nightly News
06:30 ABC World News With David
Muir
06:57 NBC Nightly News
07:18 ABC World News With David
Muir
07:39 Live ABC Nightline
08:06 MSNBC The Rachel Maddow
Show
09:00 MSNBC Hardball W/ Chris
Matthews
10:00 MSNBC Morning Joe
13:00 MSNBC The Ed Show
14:00 Live NBC Saturday Today
Show
16:00 ABC 20/20
17:57 MSNBC Hardball W/ Chris
Matthews
18:38 MSNBC The Rachel Maddow
Show
21:00 MSNBC Weekends With Alex
Witt Saturday
23:00 Live MSNBC Caught On
Camera

07:00 Live AFL Premiership
10:00 NRL Full Time 
10:30 Live NRL Premiership 
12:30 Live NRL Premiership 
14:30 World Rugby 
15:00 European Tour Weekly
15:30 Live PGA European Tour
19:30 This Is PGA Tour CANADA
20:00 Live PGA Tour 

00:00 Wreck-It Ralph
01:45 Nuclear Family
02:45 Last Orders
03:30 The Entitled
05:15 Last Orders
07:00 The Four
09:00 What Women Want
11:15 Nuclear Family
13:00 Wreck-It Ralph
14:45 One Day
16:30 Toy Story 3
18:15 Owning Mahowny
20:00 The Reunion
21:45 Love And Honor
23:30 Chimpanzee

00:00 According To Jim
00:30 The Bridge
01:30 Lone Star Legend
02:30 Da Vinci’s Demons
03:30 Army Wives
04:30 Off The Map
05:30 Dirt
06:30 The Listener
07:30 The Listener
08:30 Revenge
09:30 Revenge
10:30 Off The Map

00:00 Pawn Stars
00:30 Pawn Stars
01:00 American Pickers
02:00 Storage Wars
02:30 Storage Wars
03:00 American Pickers
04:00 Ice Road Truckers
05:00 Counting Cars
05:30 Counting Cars
06:00 American Restoration
06:30 American Restoration
07:00 Counting Cars
07:30 Counting Cars
08:00 Counting Cars
08:30 Counting Cars
09:00 Counting Cars
09:30 Counting Cars
10:00 Big Rig Bounty Hunters
11:00 Big Rig Bounty Hunters
11:30 Big Rig Bounty Hunters
12:00 Counting Cars
13:00 Storage Wars Texas
13:30 Storage Wars Texas
14:00 Storage Wars Texas
14:30 Storage Wars Texas
15:00 Shipping Wars
15:30 Shipping Wars
16:00 Pawn Stars
16:30 Pawn Stars
17:00 Pawn Stars
17:30 Pawn Stars
18:00 Pawn Stars South Africa
18:30 Pawn Stars South Africa

11:30 How I Met Your Mother
12:00 Scrubs
12:30 Scrubs
13:00 Masterchef: The Professionals
15:30 Lone Star Legend
16:30 The Bridge
17:30 Wayward Pines
18:30 Happy Endings
19:00 Happy Endings
19:30 Masterchef: The Professionals
20:10 Masterchef: The Professionals
21:00 According To Jim
21:30 According To Jim
22:00 Lone Star Legend
23:00 The Bridge

06:00 Kid vs Kat
06:10 Zeke & Luther
06:35 Phineas And Ferb
07:00 Ultimate Spider-Man
07:25 Zeke & Luther
07:50 Star Wars Rebels
08:15 Supa Strikas
08:40 The 7D
09:05 Kirby Buckets
09:30 Phineas And Ferb
09:55 Phineas And Ferb
11:15 Phineas And Ferb
11:40 Phineas And Ferb
12:05 Phineas And Ferb
12:30 Phineas And Ferb
12:55 Phineas And Ferb
13:20 Phineas And Ferb
13:45 Phineas And Ferb
14:10 Phineas And Ferb
14:35 Phineas And Ferb
15:00 Phineas And Ferb
15:25 Phineas And Ferb
15:50 Phineas And Ferb
16:15 Phineas And Ferb
16:40 Lab Rats
17:05 Mighty Med
17:30 Mighty Joe Young
19:25 The 7D
19:40 Ultimate Spider-Man
20:05 Star Wars Rebels
20:30 Lanfeust Quest
20:55 Boyster
21:20 Kickin’ It
21:50 Marvel Avengers Assemble
22:15 Wander Over Yonder
23:00 Programmes Start At
6:00am KSA

03:00 Art Attack
03:25 Julius Jr.
03:35 Calimero
03:50 Henry Hugglemonster
04:00 Zou
04:15 Mouk
04:25 Jungle Junction
04:35 Art Attack
05:00 Julius Jr.
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By Sunil Cherian

Pramod Mala, 40, the mimicry face of
Kerala’s opposition leader VS
Achuthanandan says he tries not to

make a mockery of the 91-year-old politician.
“VS has no more held up shoulders as most
VS impersonators do, but rather dropped
shoulders,” said Pramod who took the role of
VS in the now completed Cinemala comedy
show on Asianet TV channel after its 1000th
episode. “I observe how VS walks, the way he
lifts his dhoti while getting down from a car
and how his speech gets charged when he is
energized by the audience,” said Pramod

who started imitating stars on stage for
recognition but now thinks the art is a good
income too.  “When I first met VS, the com-
rade asked me: Can you live by this? And he
said if somebody lives by this, why not?”
Pramod built a house and bought a car after
being in this field for the last 20 years.

It was Manoj Guinnes who first imitated
the veteran leftist politician on stage. Later
many artists have tried. Now even children
imitate Achumama, a name drawn from
comedy shows. Some of the Communist
Party of India (Marxist) members have tried to
threaten Pramod for imitating their leader.
“Once I was caught by such a group. I said I’m

a VS sympathizer. The gang threatened fur-
ther. Then you should never have done this.”
Pramod also imitates Chakyar koothu, a per-
formance art. He says the real chakyarkoothu
artists are frustrated by mimicry artists mock-
ing it. “But it’s through mimicry that today’s
generation knows about the old art like chak-
yarkoothu. It is good time for entertainers in
Kerala now. Artists are invited to perform in
company meetings and wedding, birthday
celebrations. “Some just want our presence
and we get paid awesomely,” he said. 

Pramod was in Kuwait to take part in NSS
Palakkad Engineering College Alumni
Association anniversary celebrations.  

The higher committee for the top students’ honoring ceremony at Kuwait University hosted an event
recently to commemorate employees and students who organized the event. The participants were
rewarded in recognition of their efforts.

The Tahreer Theater in Kaifan hosted a children’s play recently titled ‘Wonders Tree’ which carried a message of patriotism, national unity and building a better,
more beautiful country. —KUNA

Pramod Mala in defense of mimicry
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The Embassy of Mongolia hosted a ceremony recently to celebrate Mongolia’s National Day, as well as the 40th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic rela-
tions between Mongolia and Kuwait. State officials, including Minister of Electricity and Water and Minister of Public Works Ahmad Al-Jassar, diplomats and other
dignitaries attended the event. A Mongolian cultural band performed folklore songs and dances during the ceremony. —Photos by Joseph Shagra

Argentina’s Ambassador to Kuwait Jorge Omar Antonio Biga hosted a ceremony recently to celebrate his country’s national holiday. Government officials, diplo-
mats, media personalities and other dignitaries attended the event. —Photos by Joseph Shagra
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WASHINGTON: Eggs sit in an egg carton in Washington, DC. US farmers have been forced to kill almost 40
million chickens and other birds, causing egg prices to soar as a deadly version of the avian flu attacks the
poultry industry. —AFP

US bird flu causing egg squeeze, emergency measures

CHICAGO: As a virulent avian
influenza outbreak continues to
spread across the Midwestern United
States, some egg-dependent compa-
nies are contemplating drastic steps:
importing eggs from overseas or
looking to egg alternatives.  A
spokeswoman for grain giant Archer
Daniels Midland Co said that, as egg
supplies have tightened and prices
risen, the company has received
numerous inquiries from manufac-
turers about the plant-based egg
substitutes it  makes.  And with a
strong dollar bolstering the buying
power of US importers, some compa-
nies are scouting for egg supplies
abroad. “The US has never imported
any s ignif icant amount of  eggs,
because we’ve always been a very
low-cost producer,” said Tom Elam of
FarmEcon, an agricultural consulting
company. “Now, that’s no longer the
case.”

St i l l ,  companies wanting to
import eggs may have to look far
afield. “Canada is short on eggs and
has been buying heavily from the US
for the last several years,” said Rick
Brown, a senior vice-president of
Urner Barry, a commodity market
analysis firm.  “Mexico has been deal-
ing with its own outbreaks of avian
influenza, so they’re banned from
importing into the US. The logical
place people will be looking now
would be Europe.” Avril, a farmer-
control led agri- food group that
owns France’s largest egg brand,
Matines, said it has seen an increase
recently in demand from the United
States and elsewhere in the Americas
and plans to start making shipments
in June.

Economic bite
Meanwhile, companies sticking

with egg suppliers closer to home
are facing sharply higher prices as
a result of the outbreak, which has
so far  a f fected some 39 mi l l ion
birds.  Nearly one-quarter of the
h e n s  t h a t  l a y  “ b r e a k e r  e g g s ”  -
w h i c h  i n c l u d e  l i q u i d ,  d r i e d  o r
frozen eggs used by food manufac-
turers - have either died or are slat-
ed to be euthanized. The outbreak
has led to a  sharp uptick  in  the
wholesale price of such eggs, from
6 3 - c e n t s  a  d o z e n  i n  l a t e  A p r i l ,
when the first egg-laying flock was
reported infected, to $1.83 a dozen
this week, Brown said. The whole-
sale price of “shell eggs,” typically
sold in cartons at grocery stores,
has also risen, from $1.19 a dozen
in late April to $2.03 a dozen this
week, Brown said.

Nevertheless, some food makers
are turning to the more expensive
shell eggs to supplement supplies,
although that means an additional
cost to send the eggs to a breaking
facility that will  crack the shells,
E lam said .  Analysts  at  Goldman
Sachs predict consumers will ulti-
mately spend an additional $7.5
billion to $8 billion because of the
egg supply squeeze.  NestlÈ SA -
which uses eggs for  some of  i ts
Dreyer’s, Edy’s and H‰agen-Dazs
i c e  c r e a m  p r o d u c t s  -  s a i d  i t  i s
braced for shortages and working
with suppliers to help protect hens.
D u n k i n ’  B r a n d s  G r o u p  I n c  t o l d
Reuters it will leave it up to fran-
chisees to decide whether to swal-
low the cost hikes they’re seeing or
pass them on to consumers.

A matter of life or death
For some companies, having an

adequate supply of fertilized eggs
can be a matter of life or death. Some
vaccine makers, including Merck & Co
Inc, maintain their own hen flocks to
produce eggs used for incubating
vaccines that protect against dis-
eases such as measles and mumps.
Merck said it is taking no chances
with its  chicken f locks as avian
influenza continues to spread:
Security is tight around the birds, and
the health of the hens is continuously
monitored. Sanofi Pasteur, the vac-
cines division of Sanofi, said it, too, is
keeping close tabs on the outbreak -
particularly with the state agriculture
department in Pennsylvania, home to
some of its suppliers and the US’s
fourth largest egg-laying flock. So far,
no avian influenza cases have been
identified there.

“We continue to maintain preven-
tive measures for our egg supply sys-
tem, including biosecurity and physi-
cal security procedures, to provide
our suppliers with protection from
being affected by this or any avian
outbreak,” the company told Reuters
in a statement. And GlaxoSmithKline
PLC told Reuters it  is reinforcing
biosafety standards at more than 30
Canadian egg-laying farms that are
dedicated to producing eggs for the
company’s human flu vaccines. The
company has more egg supplies than
it needs for its flu vaccine production
in Canada and Germany, a spokes-
woman said. But as the bird flu out-
break spreads in the US, she added,
“we are monitoring the current situa-
tion closely and have alerted all of
our supply farms.” —Reuters

US swimming
pools ban long 
breath-holding

after deaths 
NEW YORK: A US Navy SEAL hopeful and his friend, an off-
duty lifeguard, were barreling through underwater drills in a
pool just 3.5 feet deep. No one realized anything was wrong
until their limp, unconscious bodies were noticed beneath
the surface. This summer, nearly four years after those
deaths in a Staten Island pool raised alarms about a little
known hazard called shallow-water blackout or hypoxic
blackout, New York City is putting up warning signs at all
public pools prohibiting prolonged breath holding. It is part
of a movement to raise awareness of the peril that has killed
accomplished swimmers and to stop it by banning lengthy
breath holding in the nation’s estimated 300,000 public
pools.

Shallow-water blackout occurs when a person tries to
swim underwater for an extraordinarily long time, typically
to build endurance. Swimmers often start by taking multiple
deep breaths to go a longer distance underwater, causing
their blood levels of carbon dioxide to plunge. Once under-
water, carbon dioxide levels fail to rise quickly enough to sig-
nal the brain to breathe, oxygen levels fall rapidly, and the
swimmer faints underwater and drowns. “Because the swim-
mer has a low oxygen level at the time of the fainting, brain
damage occurs within a couple of minutes, and death is very
likely,” a doctor warns in a recent public service announce-
ment. Afterward, Olympic Gold Medalist Michael Phelps
urges coaches to end the risky swim team tradition of
marathon breath-holding workouts.

New York City and Santa Barbara, California are among
the first US cities to outlaw long breath holding in public
pools. The hazard recently drew a national spotlight when
the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention on May
22 published a New York City Health Department study on
“dangerous underwater breath-holding behaviors.” The
study said New York City’s ban on long breath holding,
passed with little fanfare in 2013 after the Staten Island
deaths, could serve as a model for other cities. Santa Barbara
intensified enforcement efforts of its existing ban after the
2014 death of college water polo player Nick Johnson, 19.
The city has overhauled lifeguard training and posted bright
yellow signs warning against the forbidden behavior.

Lost loved ones
The push to ban breath holding is largely driven by fami-

lies who lost loved ones and were stunned to learn about
the deadly phenomenon still unknown to many lifeguards,
swim coaches and even coroners. “I’m a doctor and I never
heard of shallow water blackout,” said Dr. Rhonda Milner, a
retired radiologist. She founded Shallow Water Blackout
Prevention to raise awareness following the 2011 death of
her 25-year-old son in their backyard pool in Atlanta while
breath holding to train for spear fishing.

There are no nationwide statistics on fatalities from shal-
low-water blackout. But in New York state alone, four people
aged 17 to 22 and “known to be advanced to expert swim-
mers” died in breath holding incidents from 1988 to 2011,
according to the New York City health department study.
Three deaths that were likely shallow water blackout were
recorded between 2008 and 2014 in pools insured by The
Redwoods Group, which covers about half of the YMCAs in
the US, said company spokesman Gareth Hedges. All three
had a military connection, including a Navy SEAL hopeful
who died on New York’s Long Island in 2008, a veteran who
was also a triathlete who died in Maine in 2011 and a third
case in the US Southeast, he said.

Meanwhile, a Naval investigation is underway into the
April deaths of two SEALS while training in a swimming pool
at a Virginia military base, said Lieutenant David Lloyd, a
Navy spokesman. Critics say the bans won’t work because it
is virtually impossible for lifeguards in busy public pools to
detect such subtle but potentially fatal behavior. But Santa
Barbara lifeguards twice in the past year have stopped the
behavior, said Rich Hanna, manager of Santa Barbara’s Parks
and Recreation Department. —Reuters
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BEIJING: China said yesterday a 44-year-old
South Korean man had tested positive for
Middle East Respiratory Syndrome (MERS),
China’s first confirmed case, but that it had
not found any symptoms in 38 people who
had been in close contact with him. Health
authorities in the southern Chinese province
of Guangdong said it was likely the disease
would spread as the patient had taken a bus,
crossed a busy border checkpoint from
Hong Kong and stayed in a hotel before
being taken to hospital. “As we have said
before, the possibility of MERS transferring
into Guangdong is very high,” He Jianfeng,
director for the Guangdong Provincial
Center for Disease Control, told reporters.

“In theory, it’s possible to have a second
case.” He added, however, that 38 people
found to have come into contact with the
patient hadn’t tested positive. First identi-
fied in humans in 2012, MERS is caused by a
coronavirus from the same family as the one
that triggered China’s deadly 2003 outbreak
of Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome
(SARS). There is no cure or vaccine. “The
virus appears to be circulating widely
throughout the Arabian Peninsula,” the
World Health Organization (WHO) said on its
website. “All recent cases that have been
reported outside the Middle East first devel-
oped infection in the Middle East.”

WHO said yesterday 10 people in South
Korea were confirmed as having MERS, but
there had been no sustained human-to-
human spread. The UN agency said that it
was not recommending screening of passen-

gers or that travel or trade restrictions be
imposed on South Korea due to the out-
break. “The virus is not behaving differently.
It is direct transmission and not sustained
human-to-human-transmission. They are all
related to the same case who came travelling
from the Middle East,” WHO spokesman
Christian Lindmeier told a briefing in Geneva.

Later on, South Korea’s health ministry
said two more patients were confirmed to
have been infected, both of whom had been
in the same hospital ward as the initial con-
firmed cases, raising the total number to 12.
The patient in China, in isolation in hospital
in the southern city of Huizhou, had a fever
and a chest examination showed possible
pneumonia, China’s National Health and
Family Planning Commission said. “We
understand he is currently in a stable condi-
tion, and is being well cared for,” the WHO
China office said in a statement. The man,
who is a son of another patient who was
confirmed last week to have been infected
in South Korea, had travelled to Huizhou
after first arriving in Hong Kong on Tuesday,
according to South Korean and Chinese
authorities.

Hong Kong health authorities said 29
people had been in close contact with the
Korean in Hong Kong, with 12, including
three Koreans, being kept in quarantine in
hospital. Of these, three were showing very
mild symptoms, Leung Ting-hung, controller
of Hong Kong’s Centre for Health Protection,
said. But the chances of an outbreak in Hong
Kong were low. Two new victims in South

Korea are believed to have caught the virus
from the first case confirmed last week, a 68-
year-old man who had travelled to Bahrain
in April and May, and returned to South
Korea via Qatar. Last week, South Korea’s
Health Ministry said there were 1,142 cases
of MERS in 23 countries and 465 deaths had
been reported by May 16.

12 MERS cases in S Korea 
Meanwhile, South Korea confirmed five

MERS cases yesterday, bringing the total
number of patients infected with the poten-
tially deadly virus to 12, including a man
who defied a quarantine protocol and trav-
elled to China, health officials said. The infec-
tions were all traced to the original case of a
68-year-old man diagnosed on May 20 after
returning from a trip to Saudi Arabia.

Middle East Respiratory Syndrome
(MERS) is considered a deadlier but less
infectious cousin of the Severe Acute
Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) virus that
appeared in Asia in 2003 and killed hun-
dreds of people, mostly in China. Symptoms
may range from flu-like aches and pains to
pneumonia and kidney failure. The health
ministry said the new MERS cases included a
30-year-old nurse from the hospital where
the original case was reported, and a 56-
year-old man who was treated there for oth-
er diseases. A 44-year-old man who left for
China on a business trip on Tuesday, a day
after his father was diagnosed with the virus,
was confirmed Friday to have been infected,
it said.—Agencies

China confirms 
first MERS case 

S Korea records 12 cases
MUMBAI: An Indian worker has a mouth check-up as a
part of an anti-tobacco awareness campaign in Mumbai.
World No Tobacco Day is being held on May 31. —AFP

Synergy Health, Steris 
contest US FTC 

decision to block deal 
WASHINGTON: Sterilization services provider Synergy Health Plc and
US medical tech company Steris Corp said they would contest the US
Federal Trade Commission’s attempt to block Steris’s acquisition of the
British company. The companies said they were confident the court
would reject the FTC’s request for an injunction blocking the merger.
“We are very disappointed by the FTC’s decision to impede this trans-
action and intend to vigorously challenge their claims in court,”
Synergy Health Chief Executive Richard Steeves said in a statement.
Synergy shares fell as much as 6.2 percent in early trading, making it
the top loser on the FTSE-250 Midcap Index on Friday morning. A
number of “inversion” deals - which allow companies to escape higher
taxes in the United States by reincorporating abroad - have come
undone in the past few months after the US Treasury Department
tightened rules.

Steris had offered to buy Synergy for about $1.9 billion in October,
after the new rules were announced, in a deal that would allow the US-
based company to shift its domicile to the UK and cut its tax bill. Steris
said in a separate statement that the companies had not yet seen the
FTC announcement or formal complaint, but welcomed a full judicial
review of the competitive effects of the combination. “We have
worked diligently to address the FTC’s concerns and to avoid litigation,
but we will now focus our efforts on prevailing in court,” Steris CEO
Walt Rosebrough said. The deal has been hanging in the balance since
the FTC began reviewing it in October.  —Reuters
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Kuwait KNCC PROGRAMME FROM THURSDAY TO
WEDNESDAY (28/05/2015 TO 03/06/2015)

SHARQIA-1
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 1:00 PM
COCONUT: THE LITTLE DRAGON 3:30 PM
COCONUT: THE LITTLE DRAGON 5:30 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 7:30 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 9:45 PM
SAN ANDREAS 12:05 AM

SHARQIA-2
COCONUT: THE LITTLE DRAGON 11:45 AM
SAN ANDREAS  -3D 1:30 PM
SAN ANDREAS 3:45 PM
SAN ANDREAS  -3D 6:00 PM
SAN ANDREAS 8:15 PM
SAN ANDREAS 10:30 PM
SAN ANDREAS  -3D 12:45 AM

SHARQIA-3
MAGGIE 11:30 AM
MAGGIE 1:30 PM
MAGGIE 3:30 PM
TOMORROWLAND 5:30 PM
MAGGIE 8:00 PM
TOMORROWLAND 10:00 PM
MAGGIE 12:30 AM

MUHALAB-1
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 11:30 AM
COCONUT: THE LITTLE DRAGON 1:45 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 3:30 PM
COCONUT: THE LITTLE DRAGON 5:45 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 7:45 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 10:00 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 12:15 AM

MUHALAB-2
MAGGIE 12:45 PM
MAGGIE 2:45 PM
OUT OF THE DARK 4:45 PM
MAGGIE 6:45 PM
OUT OF THE DARK 8:45 PM
MAGGIE 10:45 PM
MAGGIE 12:45 AM

MUHALAB-3
SAN ANDREAS 1:00 PM
SAN ANDREAS  -3D 3:30 PM
SAN ANDREAS 5:45 PM
SAN ANDREAS  -3D 8:00 PM
SAN ANDREAS 10:15 PM
SAN ANDREAS 12:30 AM

FANAR-1
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 12:45 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 3:15 PM
POLTERGEIST 5:30 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 7:30 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 9:45 PM
POLTERGEIST 12:05 AM

FANAR-2
OUT OF THE DARK 1:00 PM
TOMORROWLAND 3:00 PM
OUT OF THE DARK 5:45 PM
OUT OF THE DARK 8:00 PM
TOMORROWLAND 10:00 PM
OUT OF THE DARK 12:30 AM

FANAR-3
MAGGIE 12:45 PM
MAGGIE 2:45 PM
MAGGIE 4:45 PM
MAGGIE 6:45 PM
SPOOKS: THE GREATER GOOD 8:45 PM
MAGGIE 11:00 PM
MAGGIE 1:00 AM

FANAR-4
MAGGIE 11:30 AM
SAN ANDREAS 1:30 PM
SAN ANDREAS  -3D 3:45 PM
SAN ANDREAS 6:00 PM
SAN ANDREAS  -3D 8:15 PM
SAN ANDREAS  -3D 10:30 PM
SAN ANDREAS  -3D 12:45 AM

FANAR-5
SAN ANDREAS 11:30 AM
COCONUT: THE LITTLE DRAGON 1:45 PM
COCONUT: THE LITTLE DRAGON 3:30 PM
COCONUT: THE LITTLE DRAGON 5:30 PM

SAN ANDREAS 7:15 PM
SAN ANDREAS 9:30 PM
SAN ANDREAS 11:45 PM

MARINA-1
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 12:15 PM
COCONUT: THE LITTLE DRAGON 2:30 PM
COCONUT: THE LITTLE DRAGON 4:15 PM
OUT OF THE DARK 6:00 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 8:00 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 10:15 PM
OUT OF THE DARK 12:30 AM

MARINA-2
MAGGIE 11:30 AM
MAGGIE 1:45 PM
TOMORROWLAND 3:45 PM
MAGGIE 6:15 PM
TOMORROWLAND 8:15 PM
MAGGIE 10:45 PM
MAGGIE 12:45 AM

MARINA-3
SAN ANDREAS  -3D 12:45 PM
SAN ANDREAS 3:00 PM
SAN ANDREAS  -3D 5:15 PM
SAN ANDREAS 7:30 PM
SAN ANDREAS  -3D 9:45 PM
SAN ANDREAS 12:05 AM

AVENUES-1
COCONUT: THE LITTLE DRAGON 11:30 AM
COCONUT: THE LITTLE DRAGON 1:30 PM
COCONUT: THE LITTLE DRAGON 3:30 PM
COCONUT: THE LITTLE DRAGON 5:30 PM
COCONUT: THE LITTLE DRAGON 7:30 PM
MAD MAX: FURY ROAD 9:30 PM
MAD MAX: FURY ROAD 12:15 AM

AVENUES-2
OUT OF THE DARK 12:45 PM
OUT OF THE DARK 3:00 PM
OUT OF THE DARK 5:15 PM
OUT OF THE DARK 7:30 PM
OUT OF THE DARK 9:45 PM
OUT OF THE DARK 12:05 AM

AVENUES-3
TOMORROWLAND 1:15 PM
TOMORROWLAND 4:00 PM
TOMORROWLAND 6:45 PM
TOMORROWLAND 9:30 PM
TOMORROWLAND 12:15 AM

AVENUES-4
MAGGIE 11:30 AM
MAGGIE 1:30 PM
MAGGIE 3:45 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 6:00 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 8:15 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 10:30 PM
MAGGIE 12:45 AM

AVENUES-5
SAN ANDREAS 12:00 PM
SAN ANDREAS  -3D 2:30 PM
Special Show  “SAN ANDREAS” 2:45 PM
SAN ANDREAS 5:00 PM
SAN ANDREAS  -3D 7:30 PM
SAN ANDREAS 10:00 PM
SAN ANDREAS 12:30 AM

360º- 1
TOMORROWLAND 12:15 PM
TOMORROWLAND 3:00 PM
TOMORROWLAND 5:45 PM
TOMORROWLAND 8:30 PM
TOMORROWLAND 11:15 PM

360º- 2
COCONUT: THE LITTLE DRAGON 12:30 PM
COCONUT: THE LITTLE DRAGON 2:30 PM
COCONUT: THE LITTLE DRAGON 4:30 PM
COCONUT: THE LITTLE DRAGON 6:30 PM
MAD MAX: FURY ROAD 8:30 PM
MAD MAX: FURY ROAD 11:00 PM

360º- 3
OUT OF THE DARK 12:00 PM
OUT OF THE DARK 2:15 PM
OUT OF THE DARK 4:15 PM

OUT OF THE DARK 6:30 PM
OUT OF THE DARK 8:45 PM
OUT OF THE DARK 11:00 PM
OUT OF THE DARK 1:15 AM

AL-KOUT.1
COCONUT: THE LITTLE DRAGON 11:30 AM
SAN ANDREAS  -3D 1:30 PM
SAN ANDREAS 3:45 PM
SAN ANDREAS  -3D 6:00 PM
SAN ANDREAS 8:15 PM
SAN ANDREAS  -3D 10:30 PM
SAN ANDREAS 12:45 AM

AL-KOUT.2
MAGGIE 12:45 PM
MAGGIE 2:45 PM
MAGGIE 4:45 PM
SPOOKS: THE GREATER GOOD 6:45 PM
MAGGIE 9:00 PM
MAGGIE 11:00 PM
MAGGIE 1:00 AM

AL-KOUT.3
TOMORROWLAND 12:30 PM
TOMORROWLAND 3:00 PM
TOMORROWLAND 5:30 PM
TOMORROWLAND 8:00 PM
OUT OF THE DARK 10:30 PM
OUT OF THE DARK 12:30 AM

AL-KOUT.4
COCONUT: THE LITTLE DRAGON 12:00 PM
NO THU
COCONUT: THE LITTLE DRAGON 2:15 PM
NO THU
COCONUT: THE LITTLE DRAGON 4:00 PM
COCONUT: THE LITTLE DRAGON 5:45 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 7:30 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 9:45 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 12:05 AM

BAIRAQ-1 Seats-239
SAN ANDREAS  -3D 12:00 PM
SAN ANDREAS  -3D 2:30 PM
SAN ANDREAS  -3D 5:00 PM
SAN ANDREAS  -3D 7:30 PM
SAN ANDREAS  -3D 10:00 PM
SAN ANDREAS  -3D 12:30 AM

BAIRAQ-2
COCONUT: THE LITTLE DRAGON 11:30 AM
COCONUT: THE LITTLE DRAGON 1:30 PM
COCONUT: THE LITTLE DRAGON 3:30 PM
COCONUT: THE LITTLE DRAGON 5:30 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 7:15 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 9:30 PM
SAN ANDREAS 11:45 PM

BAIRAQ-3
MAGGIE 1:15 PM
MAGGIE 3:15 PM
TOMORROWLAND 5:15 PM
MAGGIE 7:45 PM
TOMORROWLAND 9:45 PM
MAGGIE 12:15 AM

PLAZA
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 3:45 PM
SAN ANDREAS 6:00 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 8:15 PM
SAN ANDREAS 10:30 PM

LAILA
SAN ANDREAS 4:00 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 6:30 PM
MAGGIE 8:45 PM
SAN ANDREAS 10:45 PM

AJIAL.1
MAGGIE 3:30 PM
MAGGIE 5:30 PM
BHASKAR THE RASKAL -Malayalam 7:30 PM
MAGGIE 10:30 PM

AJIAL.2
WELCOME TO KARACHI-Hindi 4:00 PM
WELCOME TO KARACHI-Hindi 6:45 PM
WELCOME TO KARACHI-Hindi 9:30 PM

Sabah Hospital                                             24812000
Amiri Hospital                                               22450005
Maternity Hospital                                     24843100
Mubarak Al-Kabir Hospital                    25312700
Chest Hospital                                               24849400
Farwaniya Hospital                                    24892010
Adan Hospital                                               23940620
Ibn Sina Hospital                                         24840300
Al-Razi Hospital                                            24846000
Physiotherapy Hospital                            24874330/9

Kaizen center                                                 25716707
Rawda                                                                22517733
Adaliya                                                              22517144
Khaldiya                                                           24848075
Kaifan                                                                24849807
Shamiya                                                            24848913
Shuwaikh                                                         24814507
Abdullah Salem                                            22549134
Nuzha                                                                22526804
Industrial Shuwaikh                                  24814764
Qadsiya                                                             22515088
Dasmah                                                             22532265
Bneid Al-Gar                                                   22531908
Shaab                                                                 22518752
Qibla                                                                   22459381

LOST

TUITION

Original document policy
No: 633001805-3 Muhammad
Iqbal Anjum DV the State Life

Tuition available morning
time also. For American,
English, bilingual and Arab
schools’ students. IGCSE
(preparation with past
papers). IELTS /TOEFL. (5 to 7
lessons) GMAT/SAT Literature
for University students.
Spoken English for the Arabs.
Experienced English Teacher
#66948099
(C 4990)
25-5-2015

Insurance Corporation of
Pakistan Gulf Zone is report-
ed to have been lost. Anyone
finding the same or claiming
any interest in it should com-
municate with the Manager,
Kuwait State Life Office Ph:
22452208. (C 4991)
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Arrival Flights on Saturday 30/5/2015
Airlines Flt Route Time
QTR 1084 Doha 00:05
PIA 205 Lahore 00:15
THY 772 Istanbul 00:15
JZR 239 Amman 00:20
JZR 267 Beirut 00:30
DLH 637 Dammam 00:35
FDB 068 Dubai 00:55
JAI 574 Mumbai 01:30
JZR 539 Cairo 01:30
SAI 441 Lahore 01:35
PGT 858 Istanbul 01:40
RJA 642 Amman 01:45
KKK 6507 Istanbul 02:15
GFA 211 Bahrain 02:15
UAE 853 Dubai 02:25
OMA 643 Muscat 02:35
ETD 305 Abu Dhabi 03:05
QTR 1076 Doha 03:05
FDB 067 Dubai 03:15
MSR 612 Cairo 03:15
KAC 1544 Cairo 03:35
MSC 401 Alexandria 04:00
PGT 860 Istanbul 04:05
JZR 555 Alexandria 04:15
THY 770 Istanbul 04:40
DHX 170 Bahrain 05:10
KAC 416 Jakarta/Kuala Lumpur 06:00
KAC 412 Manila/Bangkok 06:15
BAW 157 London 06:35
JZR 563 Sohag 06:45
JZR 503 Luxor 07:20
KAC 382 Delhi 07:30
KAC 206 Islamabad 07:45
KAC 204 Lahore 07:50
FDB 053 Dubai 07:50
QTR 1086 Doha 07:55
KAC 302 Mumbai 07:55
KAC 352 Kochi 08:15
KAC 344 Chennai 08:15
UAE 855 Dubai 08:25
KAC 362 Colombo 08:30
ABY 125 Sharjah 09:05
ETD 301 Abu Dhabi 09:10
IRM 1186 Tehran 09:15
KAC 284 Dhaka 09:25
RJA 648 Amman 09:30
FDB 055 Dubai 09:40
KAC 350 Kochi 09:40
QTR 1070 Doha 10:00
CKS 541 LGG 10:00
JZR 327 Al Najaf 10:40
GFA 213 Bahrain 10:40
UAE 873 Dubai 10:40
MSC 405 Sohag 11:20
JZR 325 Al Najaf 11:20
RBG 553 Alexandria 11:30
AGY 680 Alexandria 11:40
IRM 1188 Mashhad 11:45
JZR 165 Dubai 11:50
IAW 157 Al Najaf 12:00
NCR 820 ATL 12:05
FDB 075 Dubai 12:25
JZR 241 Amman 12:40
UAE 871 Dubai 12:45
MSR 610 Cairo 13:00
THY 766 Istanbul 13:10
JZR 779 Jeddah 13:50
MSR 575 Sharm el-Sheikh 13:55
KAC 672 Dubai 13:55
IRC 526 Mashhad 14:00
QTR 1078 Doha 14:05
KNE 460 Riyadh 14:10
FDB 057 Dubai 14:20
GFA 221 Bahrain 14:20
IZG 4167 Mashhad 14:30
IZG 4161 Mashhad 14:50
KAC 540 Sharm el-Sheikh 14:50
ABY 127 Sharjah 14:55
RJD 135 Abu Dhabi 15:00
KAC 788 Jeddah 15:00
KNE 462 Madinah 15:05
UAE 857 Dubai 15:45
OMA 645 Muscat 15:50
NIA 251 Alexandria 15:50
JZR 257 Beirut 15:55
RJA 640 Amman 15:55
SYR 341 Damascus 15:55
KNE 472 Jeddah 16:00
JZR 535 Cairo 16:05
KAC 512 Mashhad 16:10
FDB 051 Dubai 16:10
QTR 1072 Doha 16:20
JZR 125 Bahrain 16:25
KAC 118 New York 16:30
ETD 303 Abu Dhabi 16:50
KNE 474 Jeddah 16:55
KAC 562 Amman 17:00
IRA 669 Mashhad 17:10
SVA 510 Riyadh 17:15
UAL 982 IAD 17:25

JZR 357 Mashhad 17:30
GFA 215 Bahrain 17:30
KAC 742 Dammam 17:45
JZR 177 Dubai 17:45
JZR 777 Jeddah 17:50
SVA 500 Jeddah 18:00
FDB 065 Dubai 18:05
IRM 1180 Mashhad 18:10
KAC 176 Geneva/Frankfurt 18:20
KAC 502 Beirut 18:35
KAC 786 Jeddah 18:35
CLX 856 Luxembourg 18:50
KAC 618 Doha 18:55
KAC 542 Cairo 18:55
QTR 1080 Doha 18:55
KAC 104 London 19:00
GFA 217 Bahrain 19:05
UAE 875 Dubai 19:05
KAC 614 Bahrain 19:10
FDB 063 Dubai 19:10
ABY 123 Sharjah 19:20
JAI 572 Mumbai 19:35
KAC 774 Riyadh 19:40
FDB 061 Dubai 19:50
AGY 684 Sohag 19:50
KAC 674 Dubai 20:00
OMA 647 Muscat 20:00
KNE 480 Taif 20:10
MEA 402 Beirut 20:15
ABY 121 Sharjah 20:20
DLH 634 Frankfurt 20:20
JZR 189 Dubai 20:25
MSR 618 Alexandria 20:30
JAD 301 Amman 20:55
ALK 229 Colombo 21:10
ETD 307 Abu Dhabi 21:15
UAE 859 Dubai 21:15
KLM 415 Amsterdam 21:25
FDB 073 Dubai 21:30
QTR 1074 Doha 21:30
GFA 219 Bahrain 21:45
KNE 470 Jeddah 22:05
THY 764 Istanbul 22:10
ETD 309 Abu Dhabi 22:10
AIC 987 Chennai/Hyderabad 22:25
UAL 981 Bahrain 22:40
MSC 407 Sohag 22:45
FDB 059 Dubai 22:50
JZR 185 Dubai 22:55
JZR 157 Dubai 22:55
JAI 526 Chennai/Abu Dhabi 23:00
JZR 513 Sharm el-Sheikh 23:30
FDB 071 Dubai 23:35

Departure Flights on Saturday 30/5/2015
Airlines Flt Route Time
AIC 976 Goa/Chennai 00:05
BBC 044 Dhaka 00:10
JZR 562 Sohag 00:20
JAI 573 Mumbai 00:25
FDB 072 Dubai 00:30
KLM 413 Amsterdam 00:55
JZR 502 Luxor 01:10
PIA 206 Lahore 01:30
DLH 637 Frankfurt 01:35
THY 773 Istanbul 02:05
SAI 442 Lahore 02:35
JAI 525 Abu Dhabi/Chennai 02:55
PGT 859 Istanbul 02:55
KKK 6508 Istanbul 03:10
OMA 644 Muscat 03:35
UAE 854 Dubai 03:45
FDB 068 Dubai 04:00
QTR 1077 Doha 04:05
ETD 306 Abu Dhabi 04:05
MSR 613 Cairo 04:15
PGT 861 Istanbul 04:45
THY 765 Istanbul 04:55
MSC 406 Sohag 05:00
QTR 1085 Doha 05:20
RJA 643 Amman 06:35
GFA 212 Bahrain 06:50
THY 771 Istanbul 06:50
JZR 240 Amman 07:05
FDB 070 Dubai 07:05
JZR 326 Al Najaf 07:15
JZR 164 Dubai 07:15
JZR 324 Al Najaf 07:55
JZR 256 Beirut 08:30
JZR 778 Jeddah 08:30
BAW 156 London 08:30
FDB 054 Dubai 08:30
KAC 539 Sharm el-Sheikh 08:50
QTR 1087 Doha 08:55
JZR 534 Cairo 09:15
KAC 671 Dubai 09:25
KAC 787 Jeddah 09:30
ABY 126 Sharjah 09:45
UAE 856 Dubai 09:50
KAC 101 London/New York 10:00
ETD 302 Abu Dhabi 10:00

RJA 649 Amman 10:15
KAC 511 Mashhad 10:20
IRM 1181 Mashhad 10:25
FDB 056 Dubai 10:40
KAC 501 Beirut 11:00
QTR 1071 Doha 11:00
KAC 561 Amman 11:25
KAC 165 Rome/Paris 11:25
GFA 214 Bahrain 11:35
JZR 356 Mashhad 11:40
KAC 541 Cairo 12:05
UAE 874 Dubai 12:10
RBG 554 Alexandria 12:10
JZR 776 Jeddah 12:15
MSC 402 Alexandria 12:20
AGY 685 Sohag 12:40
CKS 9215 Hong Kong 13:00
KAC 785 Jeddah 13:00
IAW 158 Al Najaf 13:00
JZR 176 Dubai 13:10
IRM 1189 Mashhad 13:10
FDB 076 Dubai 13:10
JZR 124 Bahrain 13:30
MSR 611 Cairo 14:00
THY 767 Istanbul 14:10
UAE 872 Dubai 14:15
KAC 741 Dammam 14:40
MSR 576 Sharm el-Sheikh 14:40
IRC 527 Mashhad 15:00
QTR 1079 Doha 15:05
GFA 222 Bahrain 15:05
FDB 058 Dubai 15:05
KNE 481 Taif 15:10
KAC 617 Doha 15:15
KAC 673 Dubai 15:20
IZG 4168 Mashhad 15:30
JZR 188 Dubai 15:50
KAC 773 Riyadh 15:55
NCR 605 Dubai 16:00
KAC 613 Bahrain 16:00
KNE 463 Madinah 16:00
IZG 4162 Mashhad 16:10
RJD 136 Abu Dhabi 16:10
ABY 128 Sharjah 16:15
NIA 252 Alexandria 16:50
OMA 646 Muscat 16:50
KNE 473 Jeddah 16:55
SYR 342 Damascus 16:55
RJA 641 Amman 16:55
JZR 266 Beirut 17:05
FDB 052 Dubai 17:10
JZR 512 Sharm el-Sheikh 17:15
QTR 1073 Doha 17:25
ETD 304 Abu Dhabi 17:40
UAE 858 Dubai 17:40
KNE 475 Jeddah 17:50
IRA 666 Esfahan 18:10
SVA 511 Riyadh 18:15
GFA 216 Bahrain 18:20
JZR 184 Dubai 18:20
KAC 563 Amman 18:30
KAC 287 Dhaka 18:35
JZR 156 Dubai 18:35
UAL 982 Bahrain 18:40
JZR 538 Cairo 18:40
JZR 238 Amman 18:45
FDB 066 Dubai 18:55
IRM 1187 Tehran 19:10
SVA 505 Jeddah 19:30
GFA 218 Bahrain 19:50
FDB 064 Dubai 19:50
QTR 1081 Doha 19:55
ABY 124 Sharjah 20:00
KAC 361 Colombo 20:00
CLX 856 Hong Kong 20:20
UAE 876 Dubai 20:35
JAI 571 Mumbai 20:35
FDB 062 Dubai 20:35
KAC 351 Kochi 20:45
AGY 681 Alexandria 20:50
KAC 1543 Cairo 20:55
KAC 333 Trivandrum 20:55
OMA 648 Muscat 21:00
ABY 122 Sharjah 21:00
KNE 461 Riyadh 21:10
MEA 403 Beirut 21:15
JZR 554 Alexandria 21:15
MSR 607 Luxor 21:30
JAD 302 Amman 21:35
DHX 171 Bahrain 21:50
ETD 308 Abu Dhabi 22:05
FDB 074 Dubai 22:10
ALK 230 Colombo 22:20
KAC 381 Delhi 22:20
UAE 860 Dubai 22:25
KLM 415 Dammam/Amsterdam 22:25
KAC 349 Kochi 22:30
KAC 301 Mumbai 22:30
QTR 1075 Doha 22:40
GFA 220 Bahrain 22:45
KAC 205 Islamabad 22:50
ETD 310 Abu Dhabi 23:00

DIAL 161 FOR AIRPORT INFORMATION 

In case you are not travelling, your proper cancellation
of bookings will help other passengers use seats

i n format ion
SATURDAY, MAY 30, 2015



ACROSS
1. A Chadic language spoken south of Lake Chad.
5. Cause to be more favorably inclined.
12. Resinlike substance secreted by certain lac insects.
15. Armor plate that protects the chest.
16. Slang for `drunk'.
17. A United Nations agency to coordinate international health activities

and to help governments improve health services.
18. Affected manners intended to impress others.
19. A member of the majority people of Punjab in northwestern India.
20. The sense organ for hearing and equilibrium.
21. The front limb of a quadruped.
23. In operation or operational.
24. Tropical American trees with palmately compound leaves and showy

bell-shaped flowers.
26. Of a light yellowish-brown color n 1.
29. An honorary arts degree.
32. English prelate noted for his pessimistic sermons and articles (1860-

1954).
33. An area within a building enclosed by walls and floor and ceiling.
37. The cry made by sheep.
40. Advanced in years.
42. The part of the eye that contains the iris and ciliary body and choroid.
44. A gradual decline (in size or strength or power or number).
45. Someone who mooches or cadges (tries to get something free).
46. Made from or largely consisting of silver.
48. South American armadillo with three bands of bony plates.
51. (nautical, aeronautical) Situated at or toward the stern or tail.
52. Half the width of an em.
53. American prizefighter who won the world heavyweight champi-

onship three times (born in 1942).
54. Evergreen tree of eastern Asia and Philippines having large leathery

leaves and small green-white flowers in compact cymes.
56. (military) Withdrawal to a more favorable position.
58. An upward slope or grade (as in a road).
60. A colorless odorless gaseous element that give a red glow in a vacu-

um tube.
61. Before noon.
62. A motley assortment of things.
64. A metric unit of length equal to one quadrillionth of a meter.
67. A strategically located monarchy on the southern and eastern coasts

of the Arabian Peninsula.
69. A doctor's degree in music.

CROSSWORD 918
72. Title for a civil or military leader (especially in Turkey).
73. Shaped and dried dough made from flour and water and sometimes

egg.
75. Large burrowing rodent of South and Central America.
76. System of measurement based on centimeters and grams and sec-

onds.
80. (informal) Roused to anger.
81. The compass point midway between east and southeast.
82. An ache localized in the back.
83. A loose sleeveless outer garment made from aba cloth.

DOWN
1. Lacking or deprive of the sense of hearing wholly or in part.
2. A fee charged for exchanging currencies.
3. The basic unit of money in Ethiopia.
4. Anything of material value or usefulness.
5. Made of wood of the aspen tree n.
6. The scum formed by oxidation at the surface of molten metals.
7. A male human offspring.
8. United States architect (born in England) (1802-1878).
9. Any customary and rightful perquisite appropriate to your station in

life.
10. God of the earth.
11. A legally binding command or decision entered on the court record

(as if issued by a court or judge).
12. 100 lwei equal 1 kwanza.
13. According to the Old Testament he was a pagan king of Israel and

husband of Jezebel (9th century BC).
14. (Greek mythology) Daughter of Zeus and Demeter.
22. A boy or man.
25. Worn or shabby from overuse or (of pages) from having corners

turned down.
27. In the Arabian Nights a hero who tells of the fantastic adventures he

had in his voyages.
28. Sottish sailor who was put ashore on a deserted island off the coast

of Chile for five years (providing the basis for Daniel Defoe's novel
about Robinson Crusoe) (1676-1721).

30. A deep narrow steep-sided valley (especially one formed by running
water).

31. A unit of weight used in east Asia approximately equal to 1.3 ounces.
34. A fully differentiated structural and functional unit in an animal that

is specialized for some particular function.
35. Any unsaturated aliphatic hydrocarbon.
36. Widely cultivated as a groundcover for its dark green shiny leaves

and usually blue-violet flowers.
38. Soviet chief of secret police under Joseph Stalin.
39. The blood group whose red cells carry both the A and B antigens.
41. An official prosecutor for a judicial district.
43. Evergreen Indian shrub with vivid yellow flowers whose bark is used

in tanning.
47. Fragrant resin obtain from trees of the family Burseraceae and used

as incense.
49. Small genus of deciduous trees of tropical America and Asia.
50. Relating to or bordering the Atlantic Ocean.
55. A unit of current equal to 10 amperes.
57. Relating to or situated in or characteristic of the tropics (the region

on either side of the equator).
59. A unit of information equal to one million (1,048,576) bytes.
63. Tropical tree of Central America and West Indies and Puerto Rico

having spikes of white flowers.
65. Oval reproductive body of a fowl (especially a hen) used as food.
66. Tear down so as to make flat with the ground.
68. A number or letter indicating quality (especially of a student's per-

formance).
70. Someone who works (or provides workers) during a strike.
71. An informal term for a father.
74. The residue that remains when something is burned.
77. A metallic element having four allotropic forms.
78. Unknown god.
79. A very light colorless element that is one of the six inert gasses.
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ARLINGTON: Eduardo Rodriguez threw 7 2/3 scoreless innings to
become the youngest Red Sox starter to win in his major league
debut on the road since 1967, and Boston beat the Rangers 5-1 to
spoil Josh Hamilton’s first home game back in Texas on Thursday
night. The 22-year-old Rodriguez was already the youngest Red
Sox pitcher to make his MLB debut on the road since 21-year-old
Roger Clemens in 1985. Billy Rohr was 21 when he won in his
debut at the New York Yankees on April 14, 1967. Rodriguez (1-0)
struck out seven and walked two. Boston went ahead to stay
when Mookie Betts had an RBI single in the fifth off Nick Martinez
(4-1). Hamilton was 2-for-4, lining a double into the right-field cor-

ner on the first pitch he saw from Rodriguez in the second inning.
He added an RBI single in the ninth. Back in Texas a month and a
day after being re-acquired from the Los Angeles Angels, the
2010 AL MVP had gone 1-for-11 in his first three games after
reuniting with the team Monday in Cleveland.

WHITE SOX 3, ORIOLES 2, 1st game
ORIOLES 6, WHITE SOX 3, 2nd game

Chris Sale struck out 12 over 7 2-3 shutout innings to lead the
Chicago White Sox over the Orioles in the opener of a double-
header caused by rioting in Baltimore last month. The double-

header was scheduled after games on April 27-28 were post-
poned because of riots near the ballpark following the funeral of a
black man who died of injuries sustained while in police custody.
The third game of that series was played without fans in the stadi-
um. The nightcap featured a matchup of rookie right-handers.
Chris Beck (0-1) gave up four earned runs, 10 hits and four walks
in six innings in his major league debut for the White Sox. Mike
Wright (2-0) went five innings, allowing three runs and six hits.
Zach Britton, the fourth Baltimore reliever, worked a perfect ninth
for his 13th save. Sale (4-2) dominated the Orioles in the opener,
setting a season high in strikeouts, allowing four hits and no
walks. Making his first major league start following two appear-
ances as a reliever this month, Orioles rookie Tyler Wilson (1-1)
took the loss.

INDIANS 5, MARINERS 3
Corey Kluber struck out 13 in seven innings to win his third

straight decision, Jason Kipnis continued his hot May with two
hits and two RBIs, and the Cleveland Indians beat the Seattle
Mariners. Cleveland won for the eighth time in 10 games, inching
closer to .500 after struggling the first six weeks of the season.
Kluber, the reigning AL Cy Young winner, improved to 3-0 with 50
strikeouts and two walks in his last four starts. Kluber (3-5) gave
up a pair of home runs to Mike Zunino in the third and Dustin
Ackley in the sixth, but Seattle was able to mount little otherwise.
Kluber earned his first road victory of the season. James Paxton
(3-3) gave up eight hits and three earned runs before leaving with
two outs and a 3-0 count against Brandon Moss in the fifth due to
a finger injury.

ATHLETICS 5, YANKEES 4
Ben Zobrist drew a bases-loaded walk from David Carpenter in

the seventh inning to break a tie and the Oakland Athletics rallied
from a three-run deficit to beat the New York Yankees. Billy Burns
and Brett Lawrie homered off CC Sabathia (2-7) to start the come-
back from a 3-0 hole and the A’s went on to beat the Yankees for
the 10th time in their past 11 meetings in Oakland. Alex
Rodriguez tied Barry Bonds for second place on the all-time RBIs
list and Brian McCann homered in his third straight game for the
Yankees, who had their three-game winning streak snapped.
Evan Scribner (1-0) retired all five batters he faced for the win.
Tyler Clippard allowed a two-out RBI double by Brett Gardner in
the ninth before getting Chase Hedley to fly out for his fifth save
in six chances.

GIANTS 7, BRAVES 0
Brandon Belt’s solo home run in the seventh inning broke up a

scoreless pitching duel and the San Francisco Giants won their
fourth straight, beating the Atlanta Braves. Chris Heston (5-3)
allowed four hits over 7 1/3 innings to win his third straight deci-
sion and give the Giants 12 wins in their past 14 games. He also
doubled, his first career extra base hit. Hunter Pence added a two-
run triple and Joe Panik a two-run double in a six-run eighth
inning against Brandon Cunniff to break the game open. Pence
became the first right-handed hitter to hit safely against Cunniff,
ending his streak of 30 straight to begin his career. Shelby Miller
(5-2), who came within one out of a no-hitter in his last road start,
took the loss despite allowing one run and five hits over seven
innings.

PIRATES 11, PADRES 5
Jung Ho Kang hit a three-run homer and Starling Marte and

Gregory Polanco also went deep off Ian Kennedy to lead the
Pittsburgh Pirates to their seventh straight victory. AJ Burnett (5-
1), who no-hit the Padres in 2001 while with the Marlins, won his
fifth straight start. Andrew McCutchen, Neil Walker and Francisco
Cervelli each had three of the Pirates’ 15 hits. The Pirates’ first six
runs scored on homers, including no-doubters by Kang and
Polanco. Marte hit a two-run shot in the third, his 10th.
McCutchen was aboard on a leadoff single. Kennedy (2-5) lost his
fourth straight start, allowing seven hits and seven runs.

ANGELS 12, TIGERS 2
Chris Iannetta hit his fourth career grand slam, Albert Pujols

and Matt Joyce also homered and CJ Wilson pitched two-hit ball
over six innings for the Los Angeles Angels in a rout over the
Detroit Tigers. Wilson (3-3) struck out seven and walked five in the
opener of a four-game series. The left-hander allowed his only run
in the third, hitting two-time AL MVP Miguel Cabrera on the right
foot with the bases loaded after giving up a leadoff single to
James McCann and two two-out walks. Buck Farmer (0-1) made
his first start of the season and third of his big league career after
getting recalled from Triple-A Toledo, and was charged with sev-
en runs and nine hits in five-plus innings.— AP 
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Red Sox spoil Hamilton’s first home game 

BALTIMORE: Baltimore Orioles second baseman Everth Cabrera throws to first to get the out after fielding Chicago White Sox’s Jose
Abreuís sharply hit ground ball in the first inning of the first baseball game of a doubleheader on Thursday, May 28, 2015. — AP 
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CANBERRA: Seven-time champions the Crusaders beat
the Hurricanes 35-18 in Super Rugby yesterday, keeping
their slim playoffs hope alive and forcing the top-ranked
Hurricanes to sweat for another week on the prospect of a
home playoff in New Zealand. All Blacks star Dan Carter
returned to flyhalf and to form, kicking six goals from sev-
en attempts for 15 points. After playing recently at inside
center, Carter returned to his favored flyhalf role to pro-
duce his season’s best performance while the Hurricanes
produced their worst, losing for only the second time in
14 games.

Yesterday’s win improved the Crusaders’ record to 7-7
and means they can’t yet be counted out of playoffs con-

tention, though they at least have to beat the Blues and
ACT Brumbies over the next two weeks to avoid missing
the post-season for the first time since 2001. The
Hurricanes need a point from their remaining regular sea-
son matches against the Highlanders and Chiefs to clinch
first place and home advantage through the playoffs as
they pursue their first-ever Super Rugby title.

Carter took advantage of a one-sided penalty count in
the first half to kick three penalties and the conversion of
a 25th-minute try to scrumhalf Mitchell Drummond as the
Crusaders opened an early 16-3 lead. But Carter also
missed touch and missed a tackle as the Hurricanes cut
the lead to 16-8 with a 33rd-minute try to hooker Dane

Coles. The Hurricanes scored again, through flanker Ardie
Savea, in the opening minute of the second half to close
within a point of the Crusaders, but their game disinte-
grated from then on and they could make no further
inroads against the Crusaders’ defense. “We’ve obviously
been a bit disappointing up until now but coming up
against the top team, the team that’s set the pace all year,
we really wanted to dig deep and I thought the boys did
that,” Crusaders captain Richie McCaw said. “We had to
absorb a bit of pressure in the first half but I think that last
five minutes on defense was the bit that’s been lacking all
year and I’m proud of the way the boys held them out at
the end.”—AP

Crusaders pound Hurricanes in Super Rugby

CANBERRA: The ACT Brumbies returned to the top of the Australian
conference and dented the Northern Bulls play-off hopes with a 22-
16 Super Rugby win in Canberra yesterday. Winger Henry Speight
scored two of the Brumbies’ three tries but the Bulls still had a win-
ning chance in the final minutes only to take wrong attacking
options. The Brumbies leapfrogged the NSW Waratahs to the top of
the Australian conference ahead of the defending champions’
match against the Golden Lions in Johannesburg on Saturday. The
loss left the Pretoria-based Bulls five points outside the Super Rugby
play-off positions with just two games left and they are still without
a win in Australasia for over three years. The Brumbies, whose last
loss at home to the Bulls was in 2007, led 22-9 after Speight’s second
try in the 58th minute and they looked headed for a comfortable
win.

But the Bulls fought back with a try to Pieter Labuschagne off the
back of a rolling maul in the 67th minute to trail by six points. The
Brumbies were under pressure to hold on but the Bulls let them-
selves down by taking some poor attacking options in the final

stages. Replacement lock Jordan Smiler scored the Brumbies’ open-
ing try in the 30th minute after a bad defensive read by Bulls centre
Burger Odendaal for the Brumbies to lead 8-6 at half-time. Speight
beat off tackles by Handre Pollard and Odendaal to score his first try
six minutes after the resumption and was over again after brushing
off a weak effort from JJ Englebrecht close to the Bulls try-line.

Labuschagne kept the Bulls in it with his foraging try with Pollard
finishing with three penalty goals and a conversion from five
attempts. “We got the job done, it was a bit close at the end, but we
needed that win at this stage of the season and we did that,”
Brumbies skipper Stephen Moore said. “It was a very stop-start
game and maybe we were a bit rusty after last week’s bye, so we
need to do better next week against the Western Force in Perth.”
Bulls captain Pierre Spies said his side had made too many mistakes.
“It was a battle, you have to give credit to the Brumbies, but I think
we made too many mistakes and we could have converted on those
things,” Spies said. “We will have to look at that for next week’s
game against the Rebels in Melbourne.”— AFP    

Hartley out of
England WCup 
training squad

LEEDS: Dylan Hartley’s hopes of playing in the World Cup were
all but ended after England ran out of patience with the volatile
hooker following his latest disciplinary problem and dropped
him from their training squad yesterday. The 29-year-old Hartley-
capped 66 times-was banned for four weeks on Wednesday after
pleading guilty to headbutting Saracens’ Jamie George during
the second half of club side Northampton’s Premiership 29-24
semi-final defeat last weekend. 

George has now replaced Hartley in World Cup hosts
England’s squad. Earlier this month, England coach Stuart
Lancaster said Manu Tuilagi would not feature during the World
Cup after the Red Rose centre was banned following his admis-
sion that he’d assaulted a pair of female police officers. New
Zealand-born Hartley-who has now accrued 54 weeks in total of
bans during his career-will miss England’s three World Cup
warm-up games and the tournament opener against Fiji at
Twickenham on September 18.

Given the specialist nature of his position, Lancaster said he
had no choice but to ditch Hartley, although there remains the
possibility he could yet be called up as an injury replacement.
“We are obviously very disappointed with the situation that
Dylan has put himself in and where that leaves us as a squad,”
said Lancaster in a Rugby Football Union statement. “I have spo-
ken to him and he knows he has let himself and everyone down.
“If we selected him in the World Cup squad he would have
played no competitive rugby at all and we would be left exposed
with only two available hookers in what is a specialized position
going into the Fiji game,” Lancaster added.

‘Massively exposed’
“All it would take is one injury (that is not tournament ending)

during the week of the Fiji game and we would only have one fit
hooker in the squad for our crucial opening game and this would
leave us massively exposed. “In addition, the regulations also
clearly state that in our World Cup Squad we must have sufficient
cover that is suitably trained and experienced in the front row in
case of injury.  “This is clearly not the case if we begin the tourna-
ment with a suspended hooker and as such we have been left
with no choice but to replace him. “It also goes without saying
that we need all our players to be able to control their discipline
and make good decisions under pressure, the World Cup will
clearly require this, and Dylan has not clearly displayed this in this
latest incident.  “This is an area that he still needs to address.
“Dylan will be replaced by Jamie George in the World Cup squad
and will not be considered until the suspension is served.”

‘I am devastated’
Hartley added: “I am devastated with what has happened and

the position I have put myself and the England team in.  “I would
like to apologies to Jamie, Stuart, and my team-mates both at
Saints as well as England. What happened is not acceptable and I
understand why this decision has been made.” Hartley had been
vying with Leicester’s Tom Youngs to be England’s first-choice
hooker. His latest ban adds to a chequered disciplinary record
that has seen Hartley suspended for swearing at referee Wayne
Barnes, an incident that scuppered his hopes of playing on the
2013 British an Irish Lions tour of Australia, as well as a series of
biting, eye-gouging, punching and elbowing offences.  England
did stand by Hartley during the Six Nations after his three-week
ban for elbowing Leicester’s Matt Smith but it appears he has
now used up his last chance with Lancaster.—AFP 

Brumbies down Bulls 

CANBERRA: Handre Pollard (center) of the Northern Bulls is tackled by Robbie Coleman (right) and Christian Lealiifano (bottom
center) of ACT Brumbies during the Super 15 rugby match between the ACT Brumbies and the Northern Bulls in Canberra yes-
terday. — AFP 
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HAMBANTOTA: Sri Lanka’s coach Trevor Bayliss (left) talks with captain Kumar Sangakkara during a practice
session at Mahinda Rajapaksa International Cricket Stadium in Hambantota, Sri Lanka. — AP 

LONDON: Strong, silent and one of cricket’s quiet
achievers, Trevor Bayliss may need that stoicism to
accompany all his expertise when he becomes the first
Australian coach to take charge of England in an Ashes
series. After 138 years of Anglo-Australian battles in one
of the world’s greatest sporting rituals, the 52-year-old,
appointed as England’s head coach on Tuesday, will find
himself in a unique and challenging position when the
series begins in July. Bayliss comes on board at a propi-
tious time for English cricket as it celebrates a potential
turning point after a miserable run, with rejuvenated
captain Alastair Cook and flamboyant all-rounder Ben
Stokes inspiring a thrilling win over New Zealand at
Lord’s on Monday.

Yet all that optimism could swiftly evaporate if, in the
first test at Cardiff beginning on July 10, Australia swiftly
continue their ascendancy over England following the 5-0
series whitewash in 2013-14 and a succession of one-day
and T20 victories. Indeed, the man who has been coaching
New South Wales will be asked to help improve a shocking
record which has seen England beat his home country just
once in 18 matches in all forms of the game since
September 2013. It represents the toughest possible intro-
duction to the job but there are plenty of luminaries who
will attest to the New South Welshman being exactly the
sort of calm, unfussy winner who will thrive in the Ashes
cauldron.

“I know him well,” Shane Warne, the great Australian leg
spinner, told Sky Sports. “On all the reports, he’s done a
wonderful job with the teams he’s coached, whether it be
Sri Lanka, the Kolkata Knight Riders in the IPL (Indian
Premier League), New South Wales, Big Bash. “I think he’s
more of a ‘background’ sort of coach, a bit like in the New
Zealand camp. He’s not front and square all the time, but
he’s not afraid to give a few rockets when they’re needed.

He’s a good man, Trevor Bayliss, a really good man. “He gets
the best out of his team. He is harsh but fair. He plays the
game in the right spirit too. He likes to play an exciting
brand of cricket.”

‘Exciting brand’
That new “exciting brand” was in evidence in the New

Zealand test but it is also Bayliss’s exceptional record in
one-day cricket that offers England hope that, after the
shambles of the recent World Cup, he may be the man to
help revolutionize their fortunes in the 50-over and 20-over
formats. Bayliss’s CV is laden with trophies, particularly in
the one-day game, with the World Cup being the one major
title to elude him after he reached the final with Sri Lanka in
2011. He has twice guided New South Wales to the
Sheffield Shield in 2005 and 2014 and also won the ING
Cup, Australia’s 50-over competition. Bayliss has won the
IPL twice with Kolkata Knight Riders and led Sydney Sixers
to the 2012 Big Bash title.

As the ECB’s Director of England Cricket, Andrew
Strauss said on Tuesday: “Trevor has an outstanding
record as coach, has global experience and is very highly
regarded in the game. “He has proved himself in both
domestic and international cricket, has a strong reputa-
tion for man-management and has shown how to build
winning teams in all three formats.” A decent batsman
with New South Wales himself, Bayliss played 58 first-class
matches between 1985 and 1993. He played alongside
Steve Waugh, one of the great Australia captains, who was
so impressed by Bayliss that, during his spell playing coun-
ty cricket in England at Kent, he invited his old team mate
to help with coaching duties. Now Bayliss will be charged
with spearheading England’s bid to regain the Ashes and
masterminding a fourth successive home series win over
his home country.— Reuters

History-maker Bayliss set 
for Ashes baptism of fire

Pakistan cricketer Raza 
banned for two years

LAHORE: Pakistan spin bowler Raza Hasan has been banned for two
years after failing a doping test, the country’s cricket board said. The 22-
year-old left-armer returned an “adverse analytical finding” from a urine
sample taken during a domestic tournament in January, the Pakistan
Cricket Board said in a statement. The board declined to name the sub-
stance. Raza, who has played one one-day international and 10 Twenty20
matches for Pakistan, was notified on March 24 and subsequently failed
to send a written request for a hearing within 14 days, the PCB said.
“Therefore in accordance with the Anti-Doping Rules and with the
approval of the competent authority, Mr Raza Hassan (Hasan) is being
imposed with a ban that will make him ineligible to participate in the
sport of cricket for a period of two years,” the board said. Raza made his
ODI debut against Australia in Dubai in October and played his last inter-
national match in a T20 against New Zealand in the Gulf city in
December.

Sex bribe -no criminal case
Meanwhile, three male officials have been identified in the sex bribe

scandal that rocked Sri Lankan women’s cricket but there are no grounds
or evidence to justify criminal proceedings against them, the country’s
cricket board said on Thursday. Sri Lanka’s sports ministry last week
revealed an investigation had found that members of the national
women’s team had been forced to perform sexual favors for officials in
order to earn or keep their places in the squad. Sri Lanka Cricket (SLC)
said it has received the report which mentions cases of sexual harass-
ments in 2013 and 2014 and much of it was corroborated in another
report the board had separately commissioned. “...both reports have con-
cluded that, there have been a few incidents of sexual harassment which
were committed by two male officials but that there was no evidence of
any physical intimacy and that, there were no grounds to justify criminal
proceedings,” the SLC said in a statement.

Both the reports also identified a third male official for “improper con-
duct” which did not amount to sexual harassment, the statement read.
“Sri Lanka Cricket wishes to state that, all three officials who were identi-
fied in the reports no longer function in their previous positions since
their contracts were not renewed when they ended in April this year,” it
added. SLC said there were no allegations against any of the coaches or
the selectors but admitted to flaws in its system and promised to rectify
them. “Sri Lanka Cricket is very concerned by the fact that, both reports
have highlighted the unsatisfactory situation that prevailed in the selec-
tion and other aspects relating to women’s cricket and widely prevalent
perceptions of favouritism and bias.” 

Chigumbura suspended 
In another development, Elton Chigumbura’s Pakistan tour came to an

abrupt end after the Zimbabwe captain was slapped with a two-match sus-
pension for his team’s slow over-rate in Tuesday’s first One-Day
International in Lahore. Zimbabwe were found to be three overs short of
their target at the end of the match which they lost by 41 runs despite
Chigumbura’s maiden century. Under International Cricket Council (ICC)
rules, falling more than two overs short is considered a “serious over rate
offence” in one-dayers and match referee Roshan Mahanama handed
Chigumbura two suspension points. “...the imposition of two suspension
points means that Chigumbura will now miss Zimbabwe’s final two ODIs to
be played in Lahore on Friday and Sunday,” the ICC said in a statement.
Other Zimbabwe players were docked 40 percent of their match fees.
Zimbabwe, the first test playing nation to tour Pakistan in six years, lost
both the Twenty20 Internationals preceding the ODI series.— Agencies 

LONDON: When England crumbled to 30 for four on
Thursday morning in the first test against New Zealand,
their captain Alastair Cook would have been a worried
man. Buffeted by weeks of off-field controversy in which
coach Peter Moores was sacked and the Kevin Pietersen
non-selection saga took centre stage, England took the
field in bad shape. A hapless first hour in which Cook,
Adam Lyth, Gary Ballance and Ian Bell failed to withstand
the New Zealand pace attack potentially set the tone for
a summer of struggle with the Ashes series to come. 

But Joe Root, Ben Stokes, Jos Buttler and Moeen Ali
had other ideas. The quartet posted half-centuries to lift
England to a total of 389, laying the foundation for a
recovery which brought about a famous victory in an
enthralling match. New Zealand batted well to reply
with 523 but Cook had the bit between his teeth. The

captain occupied the crease all day on Sunday to make
153 not out and combined with Root’s 84 and an
inspired 101 from Stokes, the quickest ever test century
at Lord’s, England moved into the ascendancy at 429 for
six.

Trent Boult knocked over the last four wickets inside
the first hour on the final day but England had made a
statement and their bowlers backed it up.

James Anderson and Stuart Broad reduced New
Zealand to 12 for three and Stokes made a devastating
contribution with the ball by dismissing Kane Williamson
and Brendon McCullum with successive deliveries.
Spirited resistance from BJ Watling and Corey Anderson
proved temporary and Moeen’s superb catch at third
man to dismiss Boult sealed a 124-run victory for
England. “Today, the way our guys bowled... we fought

incredibly hard on a great cricket wicket,” Cook told
reporters. “It’s been a real team effort this week. It’s been
a rocky few weeks so to play with such freedom and pas-
sion, the lads are pleased with that.”

It was a rocky few weeks indeed. With speculation
swirling that Australian Trevor Bayliss is poised to be
appointed coach ahead of his compatriot Jason Gillespie
the saga continued on Monday. But on the field Cook
and his team laid down a marker ahead of the Ashes.
With the captain back in the runs, Root a flexible and reli-
able presence in the middle order and the exciting
Stokes established at number six, England have a batting
order of substance. Although the pace bowling attack
certainly lacks variety, it has the heart and fire to ask
questions of the Australians in what promises to be an
intriguing Ashes series.— Reuters

England look up after thrilling Lord’s victory
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PARIS: Ekaterina Makarova reached the French
Open fourth round yesterday, but wished she
hadn’t. The 26-year-old defeated best friend and
Grand Slam title winning doubles partner Elena
Vesnina 6-2, 6-4, her sixth win in seven meetings
with her fellow Russian.  “It’s a bad feeling. I don’t
want to feel it again,” said Makarova, who won the
2013 Roland Garros doubles title with Vesnina. “It’s
so nervous. You’re kind of close. You cannot scream
because we are really good friends and we don’t
like to scream to each other, Come on or some-
thing. So it’s really a quiet match. Yeah, I’m not hap-
py.” 

Makarova is the Russian number two and at nine
in the world is just seven spots behind illustrious
compatriot Maria Sharapova. They are also occa-
sional Fed Cup teammates, but are really worlds
apart. Where Sharapova will conduct lengthy media

interviews after each match, left-handed Moscow
native Makarova was shunted into Roland Garros’s
smaller press conference room. There she answered
questions only in English asked by just two journal-
ists. Not a word of Russian was spoken.

So low key is Makarova that one of the reporters
even managed to get her Paris history mangled.
She took that in good grace; such a faux pas aimed
at Sharapova would likely attract an icy put-down.
“Here? I was in a quarter-final? Actually already
someone is already telling me that I was in a quar-
ter-final. No, my best result was fourth round cou-
ple of years ago,” said Makarova. “But I am happy
that someone’s thinking that I was in the quarters
here.” Makarova has amassed over $7 million in her
career and traditionally rises to the occasion of the
Grand Slams. Four of her five wins over top five
players have come at the majors.  This year she

achieved her best run at a Grand Slam, going all the
way to the Australian Open semi-finals.

She has also been a quarter-f inal ist  at
Wimbledon and the US Open. Makarova is just one
of two players never to be ranked number one in
the world to have beaten both Serena and Venus
Williams at a Grand Slam.  She had that distinction
to herself until this French Open when Sloane
Stephens of the United States knocked out Venus in
the first round. Next up for Makarova is a fourth
round duel with seventh-seeded Serb Ana Ivanovic,
the 2008 champion in Paris. They are 1-1 in their
career meetings with both clashes coming at the
majors-Ivanovic winning at the 2010 US Open and
Makarova gaining revenge at the Australian Open
the following year, taking a last-set decider 10-8.
“She’s a tough opponent definitely. She has great
memories here,” said the Russian. —AFP

Quiet Russian Makarova gets losing winning feeling

NEWCASTLE: Ireland’s Padraig Harrington lines up his putt on the 18th green on the first day of the Irish
Open at the Royal County Down Golf Club in Newcastle in Northern Ireland yesterday. —AFP

Harrington in 
the hunt for 

second Irish Open

BUENOS AIRES: Diego Milito’s dream of adding the
Libertadores Cup to his Champions League victory with
Inter Milan in 2010 has ended with Racing Club’s elimina-
tion by Guarani in the quarter-finals. The Paraguayan
side held 10-man Racing to a 0-0 draw in the second leg
of their quarter-final in Buenos Aires on Thursday to go
through 1-0 on aggregate and wil l  face another
Argentine side, River Plate, in the semi-finals. 

The teams will have to wait for a month and a half
with the semi-finals, including Internacional of Brazil

against Mexico’s UANL Tigres, scheduled for mid-July
after the Copa America which kicks off in Chile on June
11. Racing goalkeeper Sebastian Saja was sent off at the
stroke of halftime for a foul on goal-bound midfielder
Marcelo Palau but his understudy Nelson Ibanez saved
Julian Benitez’s penalty with his first touch of the ball.

Guarani keeper Alfredo Aguilar was the star of the
night making a string of fine saves to shut out Racing,
whose strike pair of Gustavo Bou and Milito had scored
12 goals between them in the competition. “It’s a huge

sadness because we had big dreams in this Cup.  I’m
proud because we played a great match, but it wasn’t
to be,” said Milito, who had reached the semi-finals
with Racing in 2003 before his move to Europe. “We
haven’t won anything yet,” said Aguilar as a warning
that the toughest matches were still to come. The first
leg will be hosted by River at El Monumental on July
15. It will be only Guarani’s second appearance in the
last four of South America’s top club competition after
1966. —Reuters

Milito’s dream ends as Racing go out of the Libertadores Cup

NEWCASTLE: Triple Major winner Padraig Harrington is on target to become only
the second Irish-born golfer to capture two Irish Open titles. The 43-year old Dubliner
continued to impress in difficult weather conditions and despite bogeying his clos-
ing two holes, Harrington stayed within a shot of the clubhouse lead at two under
par on the Royal County Down in Newcastle, Northern Ireland. The duo of Scotland’s
Richie Ramsay and Austrian Bernd Wiesberger each carded four under par 67s to
lead the 2.5m euro event at three under par.

However strong winds and continuing intermittent showers again played havoc
with the field with a number of former Irish Open winners and leading European
stars certain to miss the halfway cut. World number seven Sergio Garcia, who cap-
tured the event and his first European Tour title in 1999, shot scores of 75 and 79 for a
12-over par total while Irish Open defending champion, Mikko Ilonen of Finland
carded rounds of 75 and 77. Top-ranked French golfer Victor Dubuisson, and a mem-
ber of last year’s victorious European Ryder Cup team, recorded just one birdie but
also five bogeys, a double bogey, a triple bogey and also a quadruple bogey in a
round of 84 for a shock 16-over par tally. Harrington teed-up three days after missing
out by a stroke in making a US Open qualifying play-off last Monday at Walton
Heath. The current World No 86 can still earn his way into the June 18th commenc-
ing US Open at Chambers Bay in Washington State by finishing top-three this week
in Northern Ireland. However he was left disappointed after having moved to seven
under par after 10 holes to complete his closing eight holes in five over par. “I clearly
would have preferred to finish on seven or eight under par and move away from the
field but then there will be a lot of people who will make the cut still feeling they
have a chance of winning now that I’ve come back to the field,” he said.

“So I’m disappointed with my finish today as I was very comfortable through 28
holes. “I had a putt to go eight under par and everything was easy at that stage.
“What I went through over the last six or seven holes is what most of the players are
going through all the time, so I feel bad, but then it seems to be the way that most of
the course is playing for most of the guys. “Hopefully, I’ve had my bad run but then I
have to be pleased to be in contention.” Irish golfing great Harry Bradshaw is the
only Irishman to win two Irish Open titles in 1947 and 1949. Wiesberger capped his
round with back-to-back birdies at his seventh and eighth holes before eagling his
ninth as he seeks a third European Tour title but a first in three years.

Ramsay is chasing a second victory this season after capturing the Hassan 11
Trophy in Morocco earlier this season and despite the difficult wet and cold condi-
tions says he warms to golf in Ireland. “I’ve always tended to play well in Ireland for
some reason,” he said. “I seem to also get a lot of support here while Ireland is just full
of some fantastic golf courses. “So you put those two ingredients together and only
good things come from it.” World  number one Rory McIlroy was out in the afternoon
half of the draw and commencing his round at nine over par but desperate also as
tournament host not to miss an Irish Open cut for a third time in succession. —AFP 
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CHICAGO: Tom Thibodeau was fired as coach
of the Chicago Bulls on Thursday, unable to
bring playoff success despite five winning cam-
paigns with the NBA club. Thibodeau went
255-139 in his tenure as coach, guiding the
Bulls to Central division crowns in 2010-11 and
2011-12. But the Bulls, nagged by injuries to
star Derrick Rose during his stay, went only 23-
28 in playoff games under him. “When Tom
was hired in 2010, he was right for our team
and system at that time, and over the last five
years we have had some success with Tom as
our head coach,” Bulls general manager Gar
Forman said. 

“But as we looked ahead and evaluated how
we as a team and an organization could contin-
ue to grow and improve, we believed a change
in approach was needed.” Thibodeau, 57, was
named the NBA Coach of the Year in 2011 when
he matched the NBA record for rookie coaches
with 62 wins. He was part of a championship
squad as an assistant coach with Boston in 2008
and also had assistant’s stints with San Antonio,
Minnesota, Philadelphia, New York and Houston
over 21 years before landing his first coaching
post with the Bulls.  Tensions between
Thibodeau and management grew over the
years and became more than ownership wanted
to tolerate after the Bulls were ousted by
Cleveland in the Eastern Conference semi-finals

earlier this month.
“The Chicago Bulls have a history of achiev-

ing great success on and off the court. These
accomplishments have been possible because
of an organizational culture where input from all
parts of the organization has been welcomed
and valued, there has been a willingness to par-
ticipate in a free flow of information, and there
have been clear and consistent goals,” Bulls
chairman Jerry Reinsdorf said. “Unfortunately,
there has been a departure from this culture. To
ensure that the Chicago Bulls can continue to
grow and succeed, we have decided that a
change in the head coaching position is
required. 

“Days like today are difficult, but necessary
for us to achieve our goals and fulfill our com-
mitments to our fans.” Bulls coach John Paxson
said change was needed to improve on team
trust and communication. “We probably would-
n’t be sitting here if we had won a champi-
onship, but we didn’t,” he said. “It goes back to
that communication and trust in an organiza-
tion that you need to grow.” Forman said the
search for a new coach was under way and
would not limit any sort of contenders for the
job, from experienced veterans to assistants or
college coaches seeking their first NBA coach-
ing post. “We’re not going to limit the search in
any way,” he said.— AFP 

OAKLAND: The Golden State Warriors are head-
ed to the NBA finals for the first time in 40 years,
eliminating the Houston Rockets on Wednesday
to set up a title clash with Cleveland. The
Warriors, the best team in the regular season with
67 victories and 15 defeats, pulled away late to
beat the Rockets 104-90 and seal a 4-1 series vic-
tory in the best-of-seven Western Conference
finals. They will battle a Cavaliers team led by
four-time NBA Most Valuable Player LeBron
James, who swept the Atlanta Hawks in the
Eastern Conference finals.

The Warriors are back in the championship
series for the first time since 1975, when they swept
the Washington Bullets in four games to win the
title. The Warriors host game one in Oakland on
June 4. “We’re four wins away from the goal,” reign-
ing MVP Stephen Curry told the crowd, his words
almost drowned out by the cheering of the
Warriors faithful. Curry, playing with a protective
sleeve on his right arm after a frightening fall in
game four in which he also hit his head on the
court, led the Warriors with 26 points. Forward
Harrison Barnes played a key role, helping Golden
State break open a close contest with four straight
baskets to cap an 11-2 scoring run that turned a six-
point lead into an 87-72 Warriors advantage with
7:07 left to play.

Barnes scored nine straight points on a jump
shot, a three-pointer, a running basket and a dunk.
“I was just trying to be aggressive,” said Barnes,”
who stepped up after team-mate Klay Thompson
left the game with an ear laceration that had to be
stitched up. Thompson scored 20 points before he
took a knee in the ear from Rockets forward Trevor
Ariza. “Obviously they were putting a lot of atten-

tion on Steph,” Barnes said. “When (Thompson)
went down, I was just trying to fill in the pieces.”
Golden State’s rookie coach Steve Kerr, who won
five NBA titles as a player, said it was a different
feeling to coach a team to the finals. “It’s maybe
even more rewarding because you feel responsible
for a lot of people’s welfare,” he said. As for getting
there for the first time in 40 years, Kerr said, “it’s a
joy.”

Harden struggles 
The Warriors defense harried Rockets star guard

James Harden into a dismal two-for-11 shooting
performance. He missed all three of his three-point
attempts and finished with an NBA playoff record
13 turnovers. Harden, runner-up to Curry in MVP
voting, had scored a spectacular 45 points as the
Rockets fended off elimination in game four, but
was held to just 14 in this one. Dwight Howard led
Houston with 18 points and 16 rebounds, but the
Rockets shot just 35.1 percent from the field. “We
were extraordinarily bad at finishing at the rim,”
said Rockets coach Kevin McHale. “We didn’t finish
very well at the rim. They got too many offensive
rebounds and we had too many live ball turnovers
at the top of the floor,” McHale said. 

“Those three things really doomed us.” Houston
had cut the Warriors’ lead to eight points with 4:19
remaining when Barnes hit two free throws and
came up with another dunk. The Rockets couldn’t
get the deficit below nine points the rest of the way
in an end to a season in which they battled injuries
but notched the third-best record in the regular
season. “This isn’t where we wanted to end at,”
Harden said. “It’s a really good season for us. Next
year we want to be better, and we will.”— AFP 

Warriors book first NBA 
finals berth in 40 years

Bulls dump Thibodeau as 
coach after five seasons

CHICAGO: In this file photo, Chicago Bulls head coach Tom Thibodeau yells to his team during
the first half of Game 4 in a second-round NBA basketball playoff series against the Cleveland
Cavaliers in Chicago. The Bulls fired Thibodeau on Thursday, May 28, 2015. — AP 

OAKLAND: Dwight Howard #12 of the Houston Rockets and Draymond Green #23 of the
Golden State Warriors go after the ball during game five of the Western Conference Finals of
the 2015 NBA Playoffs. — AFP 

LAHORE: Legendary paceman Wasim Akram yesterday
declared cricket cannot be kept away from Pakistan after
watching the passion and successful staging of a limited
over series against Zimbabwe-the country’s first in six
years. The 49-year-old former captain said watching the
passion of the fans at Gaddafi Stadium reminded him of
his playing days. “It’s unbelievable (to watch international
cricket here),” said Wasim on the sidelines of second day-
night match in Lahore.

“That’s something which brought back the memories
of my playing days,” said Wasim who played 104 Tests
and 356 one-day internationals for Pakistan between
1984-2003.  “You can’t keep cricket away from Pakistan
because the amount of passion and the amount of talent
here.” Wasim praised Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) for
making the series possible the first in Pakistan since ter-
rorists attacks on the Sri Lankan team bus in Lahore in
March 2009.

Foreign teams refused to tour Pakistan over security
fears and Zimbabwe only agreed to tour the terror-hit
country after being promised security arrangements nor-
mally reserved for state heads.”It’s a great achievement by
the PCB and I must thank the Zimbabwe cricket team that
they are here and the passion is great with 40 plus degree
heat in the middle of the summer and fans had to battle
massive security to create this great atmosphere,” said
Wasim. Cricket starved fans packed the 27,000 capacity
stadium in the preceding two Twenty20 matches which
Pakistan won 2-0 and in the two one-day internationals.  

Wasim hoped perceptions of other cricket playing
countries will change gradually.  “This is the first step and
slowly and gradually more teams will come. I hope that
perceptions will change and I also hope that the cricket-
ing world will take notice who have been lukewarm in
praising this series,” said Wasim.  Wasim hoped the
International Cricket Council-who did not not send their

officials for this series on security fears-will be positive.
“ICC should have sent their officials but I can imagine that
this is the first series and they were worried about the
security of their officials, so hopefully when the second
team comes here they will be more positive,” said Wasim.

Wasim said Pakistan cricket suffered badly in the wake
of no international cricket for six years. “When I was
young I got motivated by watching Allan Border, Malcolm
Marshall, Imran Khan and Javed Miandad on these
grounds. I used to take the whole round when they used
to practice so you get more motivation when you watch
them in front of your own eyes. “That was not available to
fans and players so they suffered badly.” Wasim hoped
India revive cricketing ties with Pakistan.  “India versus
Pakistan should happen, whenever it happens because
the beauty of Indo-Pak cricket is unmatchable, no series
can match that.  “People are starved of Indo-Pak cricket so
they are desperately waiting for that.” —AFP

Wasim: Cricket cannot be kept away from Pakistan 
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ENGLAND FA CUP
Arsenal v Aston Villa 19:30
beIN SPORTS 1 HD

GERMAN DFB POKAL
Dortmund v Wolfsburg 21:00 
beIN SPORTS 4 HD

SPAIN COPA DEL REY
Barcelona v de Bilbao 22:30 
beIN SPORTS 3 HD 

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

BRUSSELS: Services in Brussels, Liverpool and Turin
yesterday commemorated the 39 people, mostly
Italians, who were crushed and trampled to death
after  f ighting between r ival  fans before the
European Cup final at the Heysel Stadium 30 years
ago. At the site where a wall collapsed, under pres-
sure from Juventus supporters pushed back by
Liverpool supporters, a crowd including some vic-
tims’ families laid wreaths and released 39 balloons
beside a plaque bearing the names of those killed. 

The tragedy in Brussels occurred after rival fans
threw missiles, including stones, in the lead-up to
the match. A group of Liverpool fans charged into
the rival section, causing the Juventus fans to
retreat. Many were driven to the wall, at the side. It
collapsed causing the death of 39 mostly Juventus
fans and injured about 600 others. “It’s always
painful. Thirty years later, it’s still painful,” said
Charline Francois, whose brother Jacques was
among those killed. “It’s great to organize a com-

memoration because it’s all about saying that we
don’t forget, but for the family it’s tough.”

Sergio Brio,  who played for  Juventus that
evening, said he always felt uneasy returning to the
ground, which was later revamped and renamed
the King Baudouin Stadium. “How do I feel today?
Like I felt during the years when I was in Belgium
and every time I came back to play in this stadium. I
always felt odd, weird,” Brio said. Juventus won the
match, which went ahead despite the tragedy, 1-0
thanks to a penalty scored by current UEFA presi-
dent Michel Platini.

In a  statement,  the former France captain
recalled the events of May 29, 1985, and said he
and colleagues work every day to ensure there will
never be a repeat of the horror. “I continue to play
in that final,” said Platini. “It hasn’t left me, just like
it hasn’t left anyone else who was there that night,
and remains with all those who lost a loved one, for
whom everything changed in a few terrible min-

utes.” Platini was yesterday at the FIFA Congress in
Zurich where special mention was made of the dis-
aster and delegates stood in silence to remember
them and other football personalities who have
died in the last year.

In Turin, home of Juventus, victims’ families were
to attend a church service along with the entire
squad and staff of the club. In Liverpool, the club
chaplain held a memorial service on Friday morn-
ing, with the 1985 captain Phil Neal placing a floral
tribute and Juventus’s sporting director Gianluca
Pessotto and former player Massimo Bonini laying
39 white lilies. English soccer clubs were banned
from European competition for five years and
Liverpool kept out until 1992 following the tragedy.
Events at Heysel, and the Hillsborough disaster in
Sheffield in 1989, when 96 mostly Liverpool fans
were crushed to death at the FA Cup semi-final
against Nottingham Forest, sparked a review of sta-
diums and a move to all-seater venues. —Reuters

Clubs and families remember Heysel victims 
Heysel holds emotional ceremony 30 years on

ZURICH: Palestinian football chief Jibril
Rajoub withdrew his association’s bid
to have FIFA suspend Israel from inter-
national football yesterday before shak-
ing hands with his Israeli counterpart. “I
have decided to drop the resolution for
the suspension,” Rajoub told the FIFA
congress in Zurich before shaking the
hand of Israeli FA president Ofer Eini. “A
lot of colleagues, whom I respect and
whose commitment to the ethics and
values of the game I appreciate, told
me how painful it is to hear of the issue
of suspension.”

But Rajoub demanded that FIFA
help tackle racism and problems of
movement facing Palestinian players in
the occupied West Bank before waving
a red card at delegates to emphasize
his point.   Palestine, which has been a
FIFA member since 1998, had wanted
the governing body to expel Israel over

its restrictions on the movement of
Palestinian players. It had also opposed
the participation in the Israeli champi-
onships of five clubs located in Jewish
settlements in the occupied West Bank.
In an equally passionate address, Israeli
football chief Eini said it is now up to
the two associations to find a common
ground to promote football and help
each other in the troubled region. 

“Football must serve as a bridge to
peace,” said Eini. “I’m saying to my
friend Rajoub, let the politicians deal
with the political points. “Let’s do the
best for football on both sides. I want
us to work together and to be able to
cooperate. “We should be able to solve
problems by speaking to one another.
“There will always be disputes, but if we
speak together, we can solve the prob-
lems.” A FIFA committee, which will
include figures from both the Israeli

and Palestinian governing bodies, will
be set up to resolve issues facing those
in football on the West Bank after the
congress voted for the initiative.

Israel welcomed the avoidance of
an “absurd situation” after the motion
was withdrawn. “The result of talks at
FIFA is positive and I welcome the fact
that we didn’t arrive at an absurd situa-
tion in which a state like Israel would
have been suspended from a body
whose vocation is, before all, sporting,”
Israel’s assistant foreign affairs minister
Tzipi Hotovely said. But he warned that
Israel would be fast to combat any
future bids to expel it. “In the future we
will oppose by all our means states and
organizations that want to delegit-
imize Israel,” the minister warned. “We
will not allow them to influence the
decisions of international organiza-
tions.” —AFP

Palestinians withdraw bid 
to have FIFA suspend Israel

ZURICH: President of the Palestinian FA Jibril Rajoub shows a red card as he speaks during the 65th FIFA
Congress yesterday in Zurich.  —AFP

Brazil football 
boss won’t quit

RIO DE JANEIRO: The president of the Brazilian Football
Confederation, Marco Polo del Nero, said yesterday he knew noth-
ing about bribes allegedly paid to his arrested predecessor Jose
Maria Marin, rejecting calls to resign. “It’s impossible to resign. I’m
not going to resign because I have nothing to do with this,” he told
a press conference at CBF headquarters in Rio de Janeiro. He said it
made him “sad” to see Marin, his mentor and former boss, arrested
Wednesday along with six other top football officials on US
charges of taking millions in bribes. “It makes you very angry, per-
plexed because of everything that happened. But we have to look
beyond friendship and do our job,” he said.

Del Nero flew home yesterday morning from Switzerland,
where he had been due to take part in the FIFA vote that re-elected
Sepp Blatter to a new term as president of the world football gov-
erning body. He said on arrival he wanted to “clarify” the situation
after Swiss police arrested Marin and the other officials in a dawn
raid on their Zurich luxury hotel. Marin, 83, was CBF president from
2012 to 2015, and is a current member of the FIFA organizing com-
mittee for the Olympic football tournaments.

Del Nero, who was a CBF vice president under Marin, succeeded
him last month, when Marin stepped down and became a vice
president. The CBF has stripped Marin of his post and removed his
name from the front of its headquarters building under FIFA’s
orders. Marin, a career lawyer and politician, has had previous
brushes with scandal. In 2012, TV cameras caught him slipping a
player’s winning medal into his pocket at a Sao Paulo cup match.
He later dismissed the incident as a “joke”. He has also been
accused of supporting Brazil’s military dictatorship as a congress-
man in the 1970s.

Del Nero, 74, downplayed his own role in CBF business deals as
a vice president. “A vice president isn’t in charge. I tried to the best
of my ability to be a good director. I didn’t sign any contract during
Marin’s administration,” he said. He added he would cooperate
with investigators, review all CBF contracts and seek to prove the
organization’s innocence. —AFP
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Blatter questions timing of FIFA arrests
ZURICH: FIFA leader Sepp Blatter yesterday joined figures who
have questioned the timing of a police raid to arrest top football
figures just two days ahead of a presidential vote by the world
body. Blatter also told the FIFA congress that the world body
might not be embroiled in its corruption scandal if Russia and
Qatar had not been awarded the 2018 and 2022 World Cups.

Blatter condemned corruption within FIFA, but said: “It’s
not good that all this comes out exactly two days before the
FIFA election. “People talk about a coincidence, but I have a
small question mark” about the timing. Blatter sought a fifth
straight term in the election in the face of fierce European
opposition. Swiss police, carrying out US warrants, arrested
seven officials, including two FIFA vice presidents, at a luxury
Zurich hotel on Wednesday. The seven face extradition to
the United States. Russia’s President Vladimir Putin and other
sports officials have spoken openly of a conspiracy or ques-

tioned the timing of the action.
Russia beat England to get the 2018 World Cup, while Qatar

was surprise choice to host the 2022 tournament, with the
United States one of the losing candidates. Swiss police are
investigating the 2010 vote by FIFA and raided FIFA’s head-
quarters at the same time as the arrests were made. Putin said
Wednesday’s arrests were “clearly an attempt to block the
reelection of Blatter”. He also alleged that the United States
was trying to “spread its jurisdiction to other countries” and
that pressure was being put on Blatter over the decision to
award the World Cup to Russia.  

Sheikh Ahmad al-Fahad al-Sabah, president of the Olympic
Council of Asia and a new FIFA executive member, told AFP the
police raid was “Hollywood style”. “Many people are asking
questions about these events but no one has said it because
they are scared of the FBI,” said the sheikh who was in the Baur

au Lac hotel when the arrests were carried out. “Why did they
want to do it two days before the congress? They could have
done it six weeks before. “If England and America had secured
the 2018 and 2022 World Cups would this procedure have
been the same?” he added.

Blatter also raised the 2010 vote when discussing
Wednesday’s arrests. “If on December 2, 2010, two other
countries had been designated organizers of the 2018 and
2022 World Cups, I think we would not have these problems
today,” he said. US authorities, who have indicted 14 people
on charges of involvement in $150 million in bribes. They say
the investigation into football corruption will go on and be
expanded. England has been at the forefront of the many
European critics of Blatter’s leadership. Even British Prime
Minister David Cameron has called for Blatter to stand
down.—AFP

ZURICH: Candidates Prince Ali bin Al-Hussein of Jordan and current FIFA president Sepp Blatter of
Switzerland are listed on a screen during the president’s election at the 65th FIFA Congress held at the
Hallenstadion in Zurich, Switzerland yesterday. —AP

JOHANNESBURG: Young boys play soccer on a dusty
field in Thokoza township east of Johannesburg,
South Africa. The image of South Africa’s 2010
World Cup has been shattered by allegations that its
bid over a decade ago was involved in bribes of
more than $10 million to secure FIFA votes - possi-
bly with the knowledge or involvement of the South
African government.  —AP

Scandal won’t eclipse 
Women’s World Cup

TORONTO: Two major corruption scandals which have engulfed FIFA
will not overshadow the Women’s World Cup which gets under way
in nine days, organizers vowed. FIFA is facing the biggest crisis in its
century of existence after Swiss police detained seven football offi-
cials accused of taking more than $150 million in bribes. The United
States wants the seven extradited to face trial there. Separately, Swiss
investigators raided FIFA’s headquarters as part of an investigation
into the awarding of the 2018 and 2022 World Cups to Russia and
Qatar. “As the host nation for the FIFA Women’s World Cup Canada
2015, the Canadian Soccer Association is confident that the current
situation will not impact the competition,” the organization said in a
statement.

The 24-nation tournament kicks off on June 6 and runs until July 5
in six cities across Canada. Canadian officials said they were “extreme-
ly disappointed” by the allegations and “committed to protecting the
integrity of the game”. “We are positive that the 30 days of competi-
tion will bring exciting soccer to all fans in Canada and around the
world.” Sports Minister Bal Gosal said he was confident Canadian soc-
cer was not implicated in the scandals and that the World Cup would
be a success. “I’m very satisfied that Canada is very up front,” he said.
“We’re looking forward to hosting the World Cup.” —AFP

WASHINGTON: Ask the average American
sports fan what the words Sepp Blatter mean
and they might reach for a medical dictionary.
Still, the game known here as “soccer” is enjoy-
ing healthy growth in popularity. Will the cor-
ruption scandal at the sport’s world governing
body FIFA dent that? Probably not, soccer
watchers say. There might even be free publicity
to reap. In this land where football of the
American type reigns supreme, non-soccer fans
could not care less about the firestorm raining
down on FIFA president Blatter, sports econo-
mists said.

And for the estimated 30 million Americans
who do love soccer, the US charges announced
against nine current or former FIFA officials and
five sports marketing executives are anything
but surprising. Football has lovers and haters in
this country used to games with lots of scoring
and never a goalless tie. And bribery and racket-

eering charges are unlikely to budge either
camp. FIFA executives allegedly sought $150
million in bribes and kickbacks over the past two
decades to sell their votes as to which country
would host the World Cup and which firms got
the broadcasting and marketing rights. Seven of
the 14 defendants were arrested at a glitzy hotel
in Zurich, Switzerland, and others are now under
US arrest warrants. 

Victor Matheson, a sports economist at the
College of the Holy Cross in Worcester,
Massachusetts and former referee in Major
League Soccer, said that the charges should be
cause for celebration.  “Yesterday, the universal
reaction among American soccer fans was not
that FIFA is dirty. Rather, they were surprised
these guys got arrested,” Matheson said.
“Yesterday, the typical soccer fan was giddy,” he
said. Evidence abounds that the soccer support
base is expanding fast in the United States. Last

year, for instance, the country’s largest football
stadium — 110,000 seats, at the University of
Michigan-was all but filled not for an American
football game but a soccer match, a friendly
between Manchester United and Real Madrid.

‘Twisted pretzel logic’
Major League Soccer, which began in 1996

with 10 teams, now has 20 and plans to expand
to 24. The fee to start a new team has grown
from $5 million in 1996 to $100 million in the last
round of expansion. And 25 million people in
America watched the World Cup final last year
between Germany and Argentina, an audience
bigger than that of any other sports match in
America except the Super Bowl. Oddly, soccer in
America could even benefit-or at least get more
attention-from the FIFA scandal, said another
sports economist, John Vrooman of Vanderbilt
University in Nashville, Tennessee. —AFP

What’s FIFA? Scandal unlikely 
to dent US football appetite
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PARIS: France’s Jo-Wilfried Tsonga serves to Spain’s Pablo Andujar during the men’s third round at the Roland Garros 2015 French Tennis Open in Paris yesterday.  —AFP

PARIS: Richard Gasquet made it seven French play-
ers into the third round of the French Open yester-
day stirring hopes of a realistic home title challenge.
That number equaled the second best showing for
French players at the last 32 stage in Paris in the
Open-era (since 1968), beaten only by the eight men
who made it that far in 1971. Gasquet, a former
Wimbledon semi-finalist and world top tenner, final-
ly saw off the challenge of Argentine claycourter
Carlos Berlocq 3-6, 6-3, 6-1, 4-6, 6-1 after the match
had been suspended overnight at two sets all. His
reward is a third round tie against South African
Kevin Anderson. “Yeah, we are a lot in the third
round. I saw maybe six or seven. It’s a lot,” Gasquet
said of the French charge.

“It’s not the record. The record was eight. So, yeah,
it’s very good for French tennis. “I hope we can go fur-
ther in the tournament. Of course, the best players
are coming in the draw. Everybody is playing a seed-
ed player now. “I think Benoit Paire tonight and many

guys are playing the best players in the world now. So
we see what happens. “It’s a good start for us. But I
think we can go farther in the draw.” Also through to
the third round in the top half of the draw is Jeremy
Chardy, who takes on Belgium’s David Goffin today,
while five other French hopes were in action in the
bottom half of the draw yesterday.

First up is an all-French encounter between
national number one and 12th seed Gilles Simon and
a player better-known for his grasscourt game,
Nicolas Mahut. After that, on the Court Suzanne
Lenglen, was the match between 13th seed Gael
Monfils and Uruguay’s Pablo Cuevas with Roger
Federer awaiting the winner in the last 16. Monfils
defeated Federer in straight sets on clay in the Davis
Cup final in Lille last November. The Swiss second
seed, whose only title win came here in 2009 when
he beat Monfils in the quarter-finals, coasted past
Damir Dzumhur of Bosnia-Herzegovina 6-4, 6-3, 6-2.

“I was pleased with the way I played,” he said. “I

had never played him before. He is very fast and I did
not know really how he would play the big points.”
Jo-Wilfried Tsonga, a semi-finalist for France at
Roland Garros in 2013, was scheduled last on the
Philippe Chatrier Centre Court taking on Spain’s
Pablo Andujar. Finally Paire has a tough task going
up against fourth seed Tomas Berdych. The last
home winner of the men’s singles at the French
Open, and of any Grand Slam tournament, was
Yannick Noah in 1983 with Henri Leconte the last to
reach the final in 1988 where he lost to Mats
Wilander. 

Since then Leconte in 1992, Cedric Pioline (1998),
Sebastien Grosjean (2001), Monfils (2008) and
Tsonga (2013) all fell at the semi-final stage. Mary
Pierce, meanwhile, won the women’s singles title in
2000, the first French champion since Francoise Durr
in 1967.  Also into the last 16 - for the second time in
his career - was Georgian-born Russian Teymuraz
Gabashvili who was too good for Czech player Lukas

Rosol, winning 6-4, 6-4, 6-4. He will next play
Japanese fifth seed Kei Nishikori, who moved
through when third round opponent Benjamin
Becker withdrew from the tournament with a shoul-
der injury.

Sharapova into last-16
Meanwhile, defending French Open champion

Maria Sharapova passed her first serious test with fly-
ing colours, dismissing Australian 26th seed
Samantha Stosur 6-3 6-4 to reach the last 16 yester-
day. The second seed from Russia had too much
poise and pace for Stosur, runner-up in 2010 and
twice a semi-finalist, whose heavy top-spin game can
be a handful on clay. Sharapova, who played in the
last three French Open finals, winning two, broke
four times to seal a convincing win when Stosur fired
a forehand wide. The five-times grand slam champi-
on will take on Czech 13th seed Lucie Safarova for a
quarter-final spot. —Agencies

French flying high at Roland Garros
Sharapova passes Stosur test to ease into fourth round


