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The American University of Kuwait (AUK)
sponsored the Sheikh Mubarak Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah Award for Journalistic

Excellence in 2015.  This marked the third con-
secutive year for AUK to sponsor this initiative,
which is organized annually by the Kuwait
News Agency (KUNA) with the aim of encour-
aging journalists in Kuwait to observe best
practices in delivering news to the public. AUK
supported the initiative by offering a venue for
a media workshop held by the Thomson
Foundation; the worlds longest established
international media development organiza-
tion.  AUK’s contribution comes as part of the
institution’s commitment to Corporate Social
Responsibility initiatives that supports main-
taining professional standards in journalism
across the Arab world and encouraging young
journalists to achieve their career objectives.

“AUK has consistently been supportive of
this competition, which aims to promote best
practices within the different fields in journal-
ism and to develop the skills of young Kuwaiti
journalists,” explained Ayman Al-Ali, Chairman
of KUNA Labor Syndicate and the Award
Organizing Committee. “After a third success-
ful year of AUK’s sponsorship of our winners,
we look forward to further collaboration
opportunities with AUK this year and in the
years to come,” he added.

The Dean of the College of Arts & Sciences,
Dr. Rawda Awwad, expressed that AUK always

is eager to sponsor such initiatives that help in
the development of professional integrity. “At
AUK, we pride ourselves in the quality of edu-
cation we offer our students and we are com-
mitted to initiatives that give us opportunities
to share our knowledge and skills with our
community,” she said.

The 5-day workshop, themed “Investigative
Journalism”, was delivered by the renowned
investigative journalist Yosri Fouda, and it cov-
ered a wide range of topics including the use
of research methods in investigative reporting,
verifying credibility of sources, tools and tech-
niques in conducting interviews, and risk cal-
culation among others.  The workshop includ-
ed interactive exercises where participants
had the opportunity to practice some of the
techniques they learned and receive feedback
on their performance. 

The workshop, which was specifically
designed for professional journalists, took a
holistic approach to journalism by displaying
how different components of a news item
could come together to create a comprehen-
sive story. According to Fouda, investigative
journalists must possess not only a high level
of inquisitiveness, but also a passion for the
story they are investigating, and the vigi-
lance to deliver it with integrity. Although it
may involve time, effort, and risk, investiga-
tive reporting offers journalists a rewarding
sense of accomplishment as it contributes to

societal well-being, Fouda explained.
In addition to the workshop, Fouda con-

ducted a lecture to AUK students entitled
“Arab Media in a Changing Arab World”.  AUK
students took the opportunity to attend and
express their views about the political cli-
mate in the Arab world and how it influences
current media practices.  This talk was co-
organized by the AUK Center for Research in
Informatics, Sciences, and Engineering (RISE),
along with the PR & Marketing Department
and REACH Club.

Following the workshop, a ceremony was
held for participants to receive their
Certificates of Completion from the Thomson
Foundation.  The closing ceremony was
attended by Yosri Fouda on behalf of
Thomson Foundation, along with Ms. Amal
Al Binali, AUK Vice President of Public Affairs,
Dr. Ali Charara, Associate Dean of the College
of Arts & Sciences, and Ayman Al Ali,
Chairman of the Journalistic Awards
Committee.

“I’ve had a most pleasant experience on

AUK campus. It’s not every day that one feels
that young and cheerful coming across stu-
dents, faculty and staff who take education
seriously but not forget to have fun in the
process. With my best wishes to all, I’ll be
looking forward to visiting AUK once more,
hopefully in the near future”, Fouda said of his
experience.

Yosri Fouda is an award winning pioneer
of Arab TV investigative journalism and
author of a number of books, including Top
Secret and In Harm’s Way.  Previously, Fouda
held the positions of Editor/Presenter at the
Egyptian TV network, ONTV; Senior
Investigative Correspondent and London
Bureau Chief of Al Jazeera; Middle East
Deputy Editor at APTV;  and Senior Roving
Reporter at BBC.  He is also a visiting profes-
sor at The American University in Cairo (AUC).

The Sheikh Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah
Award for Journalistic Excellence was found-
ed 2008 and was named after the late Sheikh
Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, under the
patronage of His Highness Sheikh Jaber Al-
Mubarak, Prime Minister, who has spared no
effort in developing this award.  Last year,
AUK offered a 3-day workshop to contest
winners conducted by AUK professors of
communications, Dr. Mohamed Satti and Dr.
Mohammad Akbar. The workshop covered
Broadcast Journalism and Integrated
Marketing Communications. 

Yosri Fouda, investiga-
tive journalist and pro-
fessional trainer

Investigative Journalism Training Workshop conducted by Yosri Fouda, investigative
journalist and professional trainer

Winners of Sheikh Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah Award for Journalistic Excellence with
Yosri Fouda (center) and Ayman Al Ali (third left)

From left Amal Al Binali, AUK Vice President; YosriFouda, investiga-
tive journalist and professional trainer; Dr. Ali Charara, Associate
Dean of the College of Arts & Sciences; Ayman Al Ali, Head of the
contest’s Higher Committee

VP Amal Al Binali and Dr. Ali Charara receiving an award from
Ayman Al Ali

Yosri Fouda speaking to AUK students

AUK supports Sheikh Mubarak Al-Hamad 
Al-Sabah award for journalistic excellence

Yosri Fouda with RISE and REACH teams

WhatsApp Mappila Song 
competition concludes

The first-ever WhatsApp Mappila song competition
organized by Mappila Kala Vedi Kuwait concluded
with a grand finale conducted at Indian Community

School, Khaitan on May 1. Sixteen talents qualified from
the preliminary rounds participated at the grand finale in
six separate categories. Famous Mappila song critic and
lyricist Faizal Elate, Playback singer Sindhu Ramesh, and
Famous musician Thajjudin formed jury for the grand
finale. The show was well organized keeping the quality of
top rated musical reality shows.   

Category A winners are: 1st Rohit Nair, 2nd Hanna
Fathima and 3rd Bashayer Azziz.  

Category B winners are: 1st Vinayak Varma, 2nd Yumna
Naufal and 3rd Fathima Abdulsalam.

Category C winners are: 1st Aysha Fathima, 2nd Abdul
Bayiz and 3rd Iman Firoz. 

Category D winners are: 1st Vishnu M, 2nd Afra Rafi and
3rd Shiha Rahman 

Category E winners are: 1st Anshida Rani, 2nd Afra
Ashraf and 3rd Malavika Menon. 

Category F winners are: 1st Kishan Raja, 2nd Fahmida
Faizal and 3rd Shafeeq Ummer.

Sabah Al-Ahmed Center for
Giftedness and Creativity
(SACGC) recently added a new

achievement to the long list made by
the center’s inventors at the 43rd
Geneva Inventions Exhibition where
engineer Khaled Al-Hassan won a
gold medal for inventing a ‘Magnetic
Broom’ and Heba Al-Hazza’ got a
Bronze medal for inventing a card

game named Cinco.  In a statement
he made after winning the medal,
engineer Al-Hassan expressed grati-
tude to HH the Amir for his endless
support to the center and encourage-
ment to all inventors. Al-Hassan
added that his invention was used to
pick up nails, screws and all metal
objects from the ground and that it
would be fit for use in garages and

workshops. On her part, Al-Hazza’
stressed that   she was currently in
the process of locally manufacturing
her cards game and offering it for sale
in toy stores, some coops and online.
SACGC’s PR manager, Shaima’ Al-
Sherieda expressed happiness with
this recent achievement, especially
since over 700 inventions were com-
peting at the exhibition. 

SACGC gets gold, bronze medals at Geneva Inventors Exhibition

Islamic Inheritance Law

Inheritance laws comprise one area of Islamic
jurisprudence. Join this in-depth lecture to build
your understanding of the divine wisdom pertain-

ing to the automatic division of inheritance among
Muslims. Tuesday, May 26 @ 7pm.


