
S PORTS
SATURDAY, MAY 16, 2015

MADRID: Barcelona can round off a fine week
by clinching their 23rd La Liga title and exacting
revenge on Atletico Madrid for losing out in last
season’s title decider at the Vicente Calderon
tomorrow. A proposed players’ strike had threat-
ened the La Liga calendar this weekend, but that
threat was lifted on Thursday when Spain’s
National Court concluded a strike would “cause a
serious organisational disorder” to the end of the
league season.

Atletico won the league with a 1-1 draw the
Camp Nou on May 17 last year and Barca can
return the favour exactly a year later as long as
they match Real Madrid’s result at Espanyol. Luis
Enrique’s men remained on course for a treble by
sealing their place in the Champions League final
against Juventus early next month on Tuesday
despite a first defeat in 19 games 3-2 away at
Bayern Munich as the Catalans progressed 5-3 on
aggregate. “We are just one victory away in every
competition from being champions,” said
Enrique. “The feelings are very positive. It is a
great moment, but now we need to finish it off.
“The evaluation of the season will come at the
end.”

Atletico eye third place
However, Atletico also have plenty to play for

as they are one win away from sealing third
place and therefore avoiding a tricky Champions
League qualifier in August.  Fernando Torres
came off the bench to score the equaliser in a 2-2
draw at Levante last weekend that guaranteed a
top four finish for Diego Simeone’s men, but
insisted he doesn’t want to see Barcelona cele-
brating at the Calderon tomorrow. “I hope that
they don’t win it here. We hope to win the game
and assure third place,” he told the club’s web-
site.

“Atletico were champions last year in the
Camp Nou, and it is not that strange in football
that destiny decides Barcelona have the chance
to be champions in our stadium.”That doesn’t
mean anything to us though because it is not
our fight. We want to be third and achieve the
objective we have.” Atletico’s chances could be
boosted by the absence of Barca striker Luis
Suarez. The Uruguayan set up both Barca’s
goals, scored by Neymar, at the Allianz Arena in
midweek but had to be replaced at half-time
with a hamstring problem and it unlikely to be
risked with the Copa del Rey and Champions
League finals less than a month away.

Real Madrid have to pick themselves up
from the bitter disappointment of losing their
Champions League semi-final to Juventus in

midweek if they are to have any chance of win-
ning a major trophy this season.  Coach Carlo
Ancelotti may have taken charge of his last
game from the Madrid bench as he will serve a
two-game touchline ban for their remaining
Liga fixtures for sarcastically applauding the
officials in last week’s 2-2 draw at Valencia.
Defender Sergio Ramos is also expected to miss
the rest of the season with a calf injury picked
up against Juventus.

The battle for European places and to avoid
relegation means that only four teams have
nothing to play for with two games remaining.
Valencia can secure their return to Champions
League football with victory at home to Celta
Vigo. Meanwhile, Malaga, Espanyol, Athletic
Bilbao, Celta and Rayo Vallecano are separated
by four points in the fight for seventh place,
which would yield Europa League qualification
if Barca beat Athletic in the Copa del Rey final.
At the bottom, Eibar, Deportivo la Coruna and
Granada are all locked on 31 points with
Almeria just one point ahead. Almeria could
also still be docked three points should their
appeal against that sanction from FIFA for
unpaid transfer fees to foreign clubs be upheld
by the Court of Arbitration for Sport later this
week.— AFP 

Barcelona eye title after strike lifted
Spanish League Preview  

ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE
Southampton  v Aston 14:45
beIN SPORTS
Tottenham v Hull City 17:00
beIN SPORTS 
Burnley v Stoke City 17:00
beIN SPORTS 
QPR v Newcastle 17:00
beIN SPORTS
Sunderland v Leicester City 17:00
beIN SPORTS
West Ham v Everton 17:00
beIN SPORTS
Liverpool v Crystal Palace 19:30
beIN SPORTS

ITALIAN LEAGUE 
Internazionale v Juventus 19:00
beIN SPORTS
Sampdoria v Lazio 21:45
beIN SPORTS

GERMAN LEAGUE
Wolfsburg v Dortmund 16:30
beIN SPORTS
Augsburg v Hannover 96 16:30
beIN SPORTS
Schalke 04 v Paderborn 07 16:30
beIN SPORTS
Freiburg v Bayern Munich 16:30
beIN SPORTS
Werder Bremen v Borussia M 16:30
beIN SPORTS
Stuttgart v Hamburger 16:30
beIN SPORTS
Bayer 04 v Hoffenheim 16:30
beIN SPORTS
Hertha Berlin v E Frankfurt 16:30
beIN SPORTS
FSV Mainz v Koln 16:30
beIN SPORTS

FRENCH LEAGUE 
Bastia v Caen 22:00
beIN SPORTS
Evian Thonon v Saint Etienne 22:00
beIN SPORTS
Guingamp v Toulouse 22:00
beIN SPORTS
Lille v Marseille 22:00
beIN SPORTS
Lyon v Girondins 22:00
beIN SPORTS
Monaco v Metz 22:00
beIN SPORTS
Montpellier v PSG 22:00
beIN SPORTS
Nantes v Lorient 22:00
beIN SPORTS
Nice v Racing Club 22:00
beIN SPORTS
Stade de Reims v Stade Rennes 22:00
beIN SPORTS

PARIS: Paris Saint-Germain head into their penultimate league match of the
season today in the knowledge that one point will be enough for the capital
side to claim a third consecutive French title.  PSG have amassed 77 points
from the 36 games played so far-with just three defeats-six ahead of Lyon.
With three points on offer for a win and one for a draw, the Parisians would
walk away as champions should they not lose at Montpellier today. “Last
year we had a very good season, and that’s an understatement. We played
great football, set a new points record, won practically every match, even
when we had Champions League games in midweek,” PSG coach Laurent
Blanc said in an interview with beIN Sports France.

“This season has been more difficult, we have to admit that, it got to the
point where we had to acknowledge the situation and realize that teams
like Marseille and Lyon, who were playing well, would get away from us. “I
think at the start of 2015 everyone realized what was happening, the turn-
ing point was our winter training camp in Marrakech. That’s when we got
back on track.” Blanc, whose side wrap up their league program at home to
Reims next week, didn’t want to rush into judging the season given that his
team also have to play the French Cup final against Auxerre in a bid for an
unprecedented domestic treble, having already won the League Cup.

Cat and mouse
“It’s only at the very end of the campaign that you can assess your sea-

son,” the former France international said in the interview, also published on
the Ligue 1 website. “We can’t really judge how successful the season has
been yet. But honestly, I think that we’ve had a good year.”PSG’s expensive-
ly-assembled squad have pulled through in a cat-and-mouse season with
second-placed Lyon, but suffered a deflating Champions League exit to
Barcelona.

Blanc said that having reached the Champions League quarter-finals for
the last three years, the next challenge was to advance further in Europe’s
top club competition. “We’ve heard in the media that in order for PSG to
become a big European club, it has to win the Champions League inside five
years, and the media just won’t let it lie,” the coach said. “Perhaps they’re
right, but five years is a long time, but also a short time, especially when you
see how far Paris Saint-Germain has already come.  It’s not just an ambitious
project, it’s a very, very ambitious project and we have the means to realise
our goal, but the project only started three years ago.”

Blanc added, however, that PSG didn’t need to go out and buy a load of
players, insisting instead that experience was key.”What do the clubs in the
semi-finals of the Champions League have that we don’t have? More experi-
ence, more quality as well, in terms of players and also coaching staff,” he
said. “So we have to look to learn from these clubs. But we are looking to

learn from huge clubs, age-old institutions, who have always been at the
very highest level, who have won the Champions League five, six or even
ten times! And we want to scrap, to fight with these clubs.”

In other matches, Lyon host sixth-placed Bordeaux (59pts) with the latter
still pushing for one of the two Europa League spots up for grabs and cur-
rently occupied by Marseille and St Etienne (63). Monaco, whose Portuguese
coach Leonardo Jardim extended his contract through to 2019 in midweek,
lie third on 65pts and entertain Metz in the Principality. Marseille travel to
Lille and St Etienne head for Evian, who must win to stand any chance of not
joining Metz and Lens in being relegated to the second division.— AFP 

PARIS, France: French Ligue 1 table ahead of this weekend’s
matches (played, won, drawn, lost, goals for, goals against,
points):

Paris SG 36 22 11 3 78 33 77
Lyon 36 21 8 7 70 32 71
Monaco 36 18 11 7 48 26 65
Marseille 36 19 6 11 69 42 63
Saint-Etienne 36 17 12 7 47 28 63
Bordeaux 36 16 11 9 44 42 59
Montpellier 36 16 8 12 44 35 56
Lille 36 15 8 13 39 37 53
Rennes 36 13 11 12 35 40 50
Bastia 36 12 10 14 36 42 46
Guingamp 36 14 4 18 38 52 46
Nantes 36 11 11 14 28 38 44
Caen 36 11 9 16 50 52 42
Lorient 36 12 6 18 43 48 42
Nice 36 11 9 16 39 50 42
Toulouse 36 12 6 18 40 59 42
Reims 36 11 8 17 44 63 41
Evian/Thonon 36 11 4 21 38 57 37
Metz 36 7 9 20 30 55 30 
Lens 36 6 8 22 30 59 26
NB: Top two qualify automatically for Champions League group
stage; third goes into Champions League qualifiers; fourth and
fifth qualify for Europa  League; bottom three are relegated.

PSG 1 point away from French title
French League Preview  

French League  table


