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SHANGHAI: Olympic champion
Shelly-Ann Fraser-Pryce will face
Jamaican rival Veronica Campbell-
Brown at the Shanghai Diamond
League meeting tomorrow as she
begins her quest for a third straight
100m world title. Fraser-Pryce’s first
100m of the year will be closely
watched after an injury-hit 2014, and
comes just a few months before she
returns to China for the August world
championships in Beijing. The 28-
year-old won 100m Olympic gold at
Beijing’s Birds Nest stadium in 2008,
but she will be tested tomorrow with
the highly decorated Campbell-
Brown among five rivals with person-
al bests below 11 seconds. Campbell-
Brown, 33, was the overall winner in
the 100m event in last season’s 14-
meet Diamond League series and
won at the IAAF Continental Cup in
Marrakech.

Fraser-Pryce pulled out moments
before the 200m at Shanghai

Stadium last year, and she has raised
doubts about defending her world
title in the longer sprint in Beijing.
The Jamaicans are among four
Olympic gold medalists and six world
champions in Shanghai as the
Diamond League season gets under-
way, starting in Doha yesterday.
Elsewhere, the 110m hurdles includes
the top three finishers from the 2013
Moscow world championships and
will be a major attraction in the home
city of retired Chinese great Liu Xiang.
Liu, who won Olympic gold in 2004,
will bid farewell in a specially organ-
ized ceremony after he brought a halt
to his career last month after strug-
gling for years with injury.

One-lap wonders 
World champion David Oliver will

meet Olympic title- and world record-
holder Aries Merritt, with world silver
and bronze medalists Ryan Wilson
and Sergey Shubenko also in the

field. “I like where I am at with my
hurdling at the moment,” Oliver said,
adding that he was “very happy” to
win the 2013 world title after failing
to qualify for the 2012 Olympics. “I am
even more motivated to try to defend
my title this year,” said the American,
in comments released by organisers.

Shanghai will also see the world’s
two greatest one-lap runners go
head-to-head, with world champion
LaShawn Merritt and Olympic title-
holder Kirani James facing off ahead
of an expected showdown in Beijing.
“I think it is always a milestone to add
another title to your name,” James
said, about the expected clash in the
Chinese capital. “So I think it is
extremely important that at the world
championships I try to perform well.”
In the field events, the high jump will
see a mouth-watering clash between
Ukraine’s Bohdan Bondarenko and
Mutaz Essa Barshim of Qatar. Both
men jumped just short of the 22-year-

old record of 2.45m last year.
Bondarenko, the world and European
champion, reached 2.42m last June,
before Barshim produced 2.43m in
Brussels last September to clinch the
Diamond league title.

But Barshim played down expecta-
tions that he may be on the verge of
breaking the world record. “I need
time. There are no short cuts for that,”
he said. “I might jump high, but I am
not really experienced for that world
record level yet.” Other Shanghai
highlights include the long jump,
where British 2012 Olympic gold-
medallist Greg Rutherford will take on
Russian world champion Aleksandr
Menkov. The Diamond League meet-
ing will include 16 events: eight for
men (200m, 400m, 1500m, 3000m
steeplechase, 110m hurdles, high
jump, long jump, discus), and eight
for women (100m, 800m, 5000m,
400m hurdles, pole vault, triple jump,
shot, javelin). —AFP

Fraser-Pryce kicks off 3-peat bid in Shanghai

LONDON: Fiji head into the ninth and final
round of this season’s Sevens World Series in
London eyeing a first overall title since 2006.
The Pacific Islanders have long been renowned
for their skills in the abbreviated form of the
game and will be looking to put them on show
in front of what is set to be a capacity crowd at
Twickenham this weekend. Fresh from their
victory in last week’s Glasgow Sevens, Fiji have
147 points in the overall standings, with South
Africa second on 142.

New Zealand, the four-time defending
World Series champions, will need a very special
48 hours in London if they are to win a 13th
overall title as they currently sit third with 139
points. But all three sides have already secured a
major prize in that they’ve automatically quali-
fied for next year’s Olympics in Rio, where rugby
sevens will make its Games debut. Nevertheless,
winning this season’s overall title would mean a
tremendous amount to Fiji, who will look to car-

ry on from where they left off in Scotland.

Serevi standard
“We played as a team on the weekend, and

we are proud of that,” Fiji captain Osea
Kolinisau told the World Rugby website.”It
would be really special to win the World Series
title, most of the boys think back to the likes of
Waisale Serevi 10 years ago, and we will be hap-
py to be counted as some of the players that
have lifted the series alongside some of the leg-
ends.” South Africa had led the series since the
second round but the pressure appeared to get
them in Glasgow where they failed to make the
semi-finals for the first time this season.

But skipper Kyle Brown is confident his side
will learn quickly from that experience as they
look to deliver the Blitzboks’ first overall title
since 2009. “Unfortunately I think we put our-
selves under too much pressure in Glasgow,” he
said.  “It is disappointing to drop from top spot,

but that is not something that will define us.”
England, the nominated Olympic country for
Great Britain, are on course to claim the final
automatic Games qualifying berth on offer to
this season’s top four teams as they are current-
ly 16 points clear of fifth-placed Australia.  

Simon Amor’s side finished third in
Glasgow, losing 24-19 to the United States, and
the England coach said: “This is the first time
this season I have been able to pick the same 12
players for two back-to-back tournaments so it
is a bit of a luxury for us. “To play the London
Sevens in front of what will be no doubt a
world-record crowd in the climax of the season
is an incredibly exciting opportunity.” England
top Pool C where they will play Scotland, Kenya
and Brazil, while top-seeded Fiji will face
Canada, Argentina and Samoa in Pool A.  New
Zealand will play Australia, Wales and Japan in
Pool B, and South Africa face the United States,
France and Portugal in Pool D. —AFP

Fiji eye World Sevens title 
as Boks try to bounce back

GLASGOW: New Zealand’s Sam Dickson (right) scores a try during the Rugby Union Glasgow Sevens final
between Fiji and New Zealand, part of the IRB Sevens World Series, at Scotstoun Stadium in Glasgow. Fiji
won 24-17. —AFP

Eyes on strikers for 
tense A-League final

MELBOURNE: Rival strikers Besart Berisha and Marc Janko could set-
tle tomorrow’s heavyweight A-League grand final between
Melbourne Victory and Sydney FC which has been given an extra
edge by verbal sparring between the coaches. Albanian Berisha has
already won two A-League championships with former club
Brisbane Roar, while Austrian Janko is the golden boot winner with
16 goals in his first season with Sydney FC. Firebrand Berisha has the
incredible scoring record of 62 goals in 103 A-League appearances
over four seasons, and is known for rising to the occasion in big
games.

Janko says winning the A-League championship won’t have any
bearing on whether he’ll remain at Sydney FC beyond this season,
with his mind already made up. “We all want to focus on the last
game which is very important, so we agreed to put everything
negotiations-wise on hold and we’ll continue to speak about that
after the last game,” the big Austrian said. Kevin Muscat’s Victory are
bidding for a third A-League title and are playing in their first grand
final in five seasons, while Sydney FC, under former Socceroos coach
Graham Arnold, are also chasing their third title.

The season decider is likely to see plenty of attempts on goal
with Victory’s attack featuring Berisha, French-born Tunisian Fahid
Ben Khalfallah, Brazilian playmaker Gui Finkler and New Zealand’s
Kosta Barbarouses, with all-time A-League leading scorer Archie
Thompson on the bench. Sydney boast 45-capped international
Janko along with Socceroo Alex Brosque, Nigerian-born Bernie Ibini
and New Zealand international Shane Smeltz, the second-highest
all-time A-League scorer. “They score a lot of goals ... their front four,
they’re some very quality players,” Finkler said of Sydney FC’s attack.
“We can beat them, I’m not going to tell you how. Hopefully we’re in
a good mood on Sunday to be successful and score the goals.”

A-League of nations 
The A-League grand final will have representatives of 11 differ-

ent nations, with players hailing from five of FIFA’s six confedera-
tions. There has been needle between the coaches with Arnold
claiming his Sydney side, who finished second behind Victory in the
regular season, are the best in the league. Sydney FC have not been
beaten away this season and have two 3-3 draws with Victory this
campaign. “We’ve sent a message that I’ve been saying since
January to today that we’re the best team in the league,” Arnold
said. “Since the Asian Cup that’s 41 goals in 16 games. We’re getting
better and better.”

Muscat hit back in the pre-match war of words, saying: “I’m not
going to make it about me, unlike Graham Arnold. “I’d rather leave it
to the players, they’re the ones that have ultimately gone out there
and worked the hardest.” This season’s A-League decider will be
staged at the 30,000-capacity AAMI Park in Melbourne, after officials
failed in their bid to secure the larger Etihad Stadium across town.
Etihad Stadium was packed with 50,873 fans for last week’s A-
League semi-final between Victory and Melbourne City. Both
Melbourne Victory and Sydney FC have qualified for next season’s
AFC Champions League by reaching the grand final. —AFP


