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BEIJING: Visiting Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi told his Chinese counter-
part yesterday that Beijing needs to
“reconsider its approach” to relations
between the Asian giants, as the Hindu
nationalist leader departed from the usual
diplomatic pleasantries. Modi, who
despite his hardline reputation has moved
to engage with Beijing since his election
last year, made the remarks after being
welcomed to the Great Hall of the People
by Premier Li Keqiang. 

“I stressed the need for China to recon-
sider its approach on some of the issues
that hold us back from realising full poten-
tial of our partnership,” Modi said, adding
that he “suggested that China should take
a strategic and long-term view of our rela-
tions”. His comments stood out from the
usual public declarations by diplomatic
visitors to Beijing, who normally stick to
uninterrupted pledges of friendship and
good relations. The world’s two most pop-
ulous nations are jockeying for regional
influence in Asia and their relationship is
coloured by a brief but bloody 1962 bor-
der war over the northeastern Indian state
of Arunachal Pradesh, parts of which
Beijing claims as South Tibet.

Another bone of contention is what
Beijing sees as Delhi’s support of the Dalai
Lama-a Nobel Peace Prize laureate whom
China considers a separatist-and the
Tibetan government in exile, both based
in India. “Our relationship has been com-
plex in recent decades,” Modi said, adding
there were issues that “trouble smooth
development of our relations”. “But, we
have a historic responsibility to turn this
relationship into a source of strength for
each other and a force of good for the
world,” he said, adding that the Chinese
leadership had been “responsive” in the
meetings.

Selfies with Premier 
“We are committed to set a new direc-

tion between the two largest Asian coun-
tries,” he said. ‘More common interests
than differences’ - Modi began his three-
day visit on Thursday in Xian, the capital of
Chinese President Xi Jinping’s home

province Shaanxi, where he was hosted by
the head of state. This was the first time Xi
had welcomed a foreign leader to his
hometown, Chinese media reported.

In another moment of warmth, a selfie
of Modi and Li smiling in the sunshine at
what appeared to be Beijing’s Temple of
Heaven was posted on both the Indian
leader’s Sina Weibo Chinese social media
account and Twitter-access to which is
blocked in China. “It’s selfie time!” Modi
captioned the picture on Twitter. “Thanks
Premier Li.”

After their formal meeting, Li said in a
speech: “We do not deny that there are
some disagreements between us, but we
have far more common interests than dif-
ferences. “We agree that we need to keep
up the momentum on the special repre-
sentatives’ talks on the boundary question
and seek a fair, reasonable and mutually
acceptable solution.” The two countries
signed 24 documents, including agree-
ments to cooperate in fields ranging from
aerospace and railways to tourism and
education, although no details were giv-

en, as well as open consulates in Chennai
and Chengdu. But China has become
increasingly assertive in territorial disputes
in recent years and relations remain deli-
cate, as demonstrated by the mixed rheto-
ric.

“The bilateral relationship is still vulner-
able to many sensitive issues,” said an edi-
torial in the Global Times, affiliated with
the Communist Party mouthpiece
People’s Daily. “Lack of mutual trust still
disturbs both sides.” China is India’s
biggest trading partner with two-way
commerce totaling $71 billion in 2014. But
India’s trade deficit with China has soared
from just $1 billion in 2001-02 to more
than $38 billion last year, Indian figures
show. 

After his meeting with Li, Modi told stu-
dents at Beijing’s elite Tsinghua University
that India’s democracy and youthful pop-
ulation were key assets for his country.
“India has 1.2 billion people, and 800 mil-
lion below 35 years old,” he said. “This is a
very good advantage, and democracy is
also a key advantage to us.” — AFP 

Modi: Progress with 
Li on decisive issues 

Leaders try hand at ‘selfie’ diplomacy

KATHMANDU: Nepalese rescuers yesterday found three bodies
near the wreckage of a US Marine helicopter that disappeared earlier
this week while on a relief mission in the earthquake-hit Himalayan
nation, and officials said it was unlikely there were any survivors from
the crash. “The wreckage of the helicopter was found in pieces and
there are no chances of any survivors,” Nepal’s Defense Secretary
Iswori Poudyal said. He gave no details about the nationalities of the
three victims, only saying their remains were charred.

The helicopter was carrying six Marines and two Nepalese army
soldiers. The US Marines said they were sending their own rescue
team to assess the wreckage and determine if it was the missing heli-
copter, the UH-1 “Huey.” The suspected wreckage was found about
24 kilometers from the town of Charikot, near where the aircraft had
gone missing on Tuesday while delivering humanitarian aid to vil-
lages hit by two deadly earthquakes, according to the US military
joint task force in Okinawa, Japan.

The area is near Gothali village in the district of Dolakha, about 80
kilometers northeast of Nepal’s capital Kathmandu. The discovery of
the wreckage, first spotted by Nepalese ground troops and two
army helicopters yesterday, followed days of intense search involv-
ing US and Nepalese aircraft and even US satellites.

The US relief mission was deployed soon after a magnitude-7.8
quake hit April 25, killing more than 8,200 people. It was followed by
another magnitude-7.3 quake on Tuesday that killed 117 people and
injured 2,800. The helicopter had been delivering rice and tarps in
Charikot, the area worst hit by Tuesday’s quake. It had dropped off
supplies in one location and was en route to a second site when con-
tact was lost.

US military officials said earlier this week that an Indian helicopter
in the air nearby had heard radio chatter from the Huey aircraft
about a possible fuel problem. A total of 300 US military personnel
have been supporting the aid mission in Nepal, which includes three
Hueys, four Marine MV-22B Ospreys, two KC-130 Hercules and four
Air Force C-17 Globemaster heavy-lift aircraft. The Huey helicopter
that crashed was from Marine Light Attack Helicopter squadron 469
based at Camp Pendleton, California. — AP 

Rescuers find
bodies near

crashed chopper

BEIJING: India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi (center right) and Chinese
Premier Li Keqiang (center left) take pictures with child performers at a taiji
and yoga event during a visit to the Temple of Heaven park. — AFP 

KATHMANDU: A Nepalese army chopper, that spotted the
suspected wreckage of a US Marine helicopter, lands at
the airport. — AP

BEIJING: A prominent Chinese rights lawyer taken
into custody a year ago was formally indicted on
charges of fanning ethnic hatred and provoking
trouble, prosecutors said yesterday. A Beijing prose-
cutors office said in a statement that Pu Zhiqiang
should be criminally prosecuted for his online com-
ments that fanned ethnic hatred and those that
insulted people in a disruption of social order.

Pu was taken away last May after he attended a
private meeting commemorating the 25th anniver-
sary of a bloody crackdown on pro-democracy
demonstrators in Beijing’s Tiananmen Square. Pu is
best known for his successful efforts to abolish
China’s labor camps, which allowed police to lock
up people for up to four years without a trial or judi-
cial review. Before his detention, he was trying to
call attention to the long-standing but extrajudicial

practice by the ruling Communist Party to lock up
its members accused of wrongdoing. 

Prosecutors dropped a more severe charge of
inciting divisions as well as a charge of illegally
obtaining personal information. Mo Shaoping, a
Beijing-based lawyer who is representing Pu, said
he had expected reduced charges but he argued
the two charges in the formal indictment are still
groundless.  “I  don’t think the remaining two
charges have any basis,” Mo said.

Earlier this month, the US State Department
called for Pu’s release, and Beijing told Washington
not to interfere with China’s judicial affairs. The
charges largely stem from postings in which Pu
questioned China’s ethnic policies and practices fol-
lowing violence by members of the ethnic minority
Uighurs and criticized some public figures. The eth-

nic violence has left hundreds of people dead in
China in the last couple of years.  Although Beijing
has blamed it on religion-influenced terrorists with
foreign ties, Pu is among people who have asked for
a review of China’s ethnic practices and policies.

“If Xinjiang is indeed part of China, don’t treat it
as a colony, don’t behave like conquerors and loot-
ers,” Pu wrote on his microblog, which had been
shut down by the authorities. In social media, Pu
also criticized some public figures or made sarcastic
remarks about them. For example, he suggested
that a mayor was shameless for serving three differ-
ent party chiefs.  Pu also poked fun at an octogenar-
ian national delegate who has never voted no dur-
ing her six-decade tenure at the national congress
by suggesting she would be honored if she should
die now.— AP 

China detains lawyer for making trouble


