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Obama vows to keep 
Gulf allies secure 

US president offers ‘ironclad’ security pledge
WASHINGTON: Charging toward an Iran nuclear agreement,
US President Barack Obama is assuring Gulf allies that they are
safe from the threat of an empowered Tehran as he seeks to
shore up some of America’s most critical security partnerships.
However, Obama’s claim of winning Arab support for his
nuclear diplomacy appears far from certain. After a rare Camp
David summit, the president on Thursday pledged
Washington’s “ironclad commitment” to the Sunni govern-
ments of the Arabian Gulf and even spoke of authorizing US
military force if their security is endangered by Shiite Iran or
anyone else. The United States, he vowed, will “use all elements
of power to secure our core interests in the Gulf region, and to
deter and confront external aggression against our allies and
partners.”

Obama invoked the start of a “new era of cooperation” that
would last for decades to come, even as Saudi Arabia and oth-
ers in the region are deeply unnerved by the prospect of an
accord with Iran. The Gulf leaders came to Washington looking
for assurances that Obama would pair his diplomatic effort with
a broader strategy to push back against Iran’s expanding influ-
ence in the Middle East. The US and other world powers hope
to clinch a final nuclear deal with Iran by the end of June. 

Around the table, Obama faced the tough task of convinc-
ing skeptical emirs, princes and sheikhs that his ambition to
reach a nuclear deal with Tehran will not come at their expense.
Iran stands to regain in excess of $100 billion in blocked cash if
sanctions are lifted - cash the Gulf states believe could help
fund the Islamic republic’s “destabilizing” activities in the
region. “Most of the destabilizing activity that Iran engages in is
low-tech, low-cost activity,” Obama said, indicating that he
believed Iran would be more interested in fixing its economy
than bumper weapons buys. Gulf states are not so sure, and
had asked the United States to provide a written guarantee of
their security. But that suggestion has been rebuffed. 

Obama on Thursday pledged to take their partnership to
another level with greater cooperation on everything from bal-
listic missile defense, maritime security and cybersecurity to
joint military exercises and training. Counterterrorism coordina-
tion will tighten to stem the flow of foreign fighters to terrorist
groups, protect vulnerable infrastructure and halt terror financ-
ing, he said. In a joint statement, the countries vowed to
address regional challenges including Syria, Iraq, Yemen and
Libya.

At the summit-closing news conference, Obama said Gulf
leaders hadn’t been asked to “sign on the bottom line” to
approve a work in process. They agreed, he said, “that a com-
prehensive, verifiable solution that fully addresses the regional
and international concerns about Iran’s nuclear program is in
the security interests of the international community, including
our GCC partners”. Saudi Foreign Minister Adel Al-Jubeir, one of
the attendees, was more circumspect. Arab leaders were
“assured that the objective is to deny Iran the ability to obtain a
nuclear weapon,” Jubeir said, but he added: “It would be too
early to prejudge what we accept, what we don’t accept.”

The assembled leaders did not have to look hard for evi-
dence of the seriousness of their task. Even as the leaders gath-
ered, it emerged that Iran’s Revolutionary Guard had fired on a
commercial ship off the coast of the UAE, the Islamic State exe-
cuted 26 civilians in Syria and, amid a shaky truce in Yemen,
Sanaa recalled its envoy to Tehran. — Agencies

CAMP DAVID: US President Barack Obama (center) poses for a photo with leaders of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) during a
summit on Thursday. Seen from left are Abu Dhabi Crown Prince and commander of the UAE armed forces Mohammed bin Zayed
Al-Nahyan, Bahrain’s Crown Prince Salman bin Hamad Al-Khalifa, Oman’s Deputy Prime Minister Fahd bin Mahmoud Al-Said, HH
the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, Obama, Qatar’s Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani, Saudi
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Nayef and GCC Secretary General Abdullatif bin Rashid Al-Zayani. (See Page 2) —AFP 

NABLUS: Israeli soldiers fired tear gas, rubber and live bullets
at Palestinians in the West Bank and Gaza Strip yesterday,
wounding at least 21 people, medics and security sources said.
Clashes took place near Ramallah and farther north in Nablus,
after a new Israeli cabinet took office and as Palestinians
marked 67 years since the “Nakba”, or “catastrophe” that befell
them when Israel was established in 1948. At a demonstration
outside Ofer military prison near the West Bank administrative
centre of Ramallah, dozens of protesters stoned soldiers who
responded with tear gas and rubber bullets, an AFP correspon-
dent said. Medics said seven Palestinians were wounded.

In separate clashes in the northern West Bank city of Nablus,
rubber bullets and live fire by soldiers wounded at least 10
Palestinians, security sources and witnesses said. The Israeli
army confirmed the clashes, but denied that live rounds were
fired. More than 1,000 settlers from nearby Jewish settlements
were bused into the city to visit Joseph’s Tomb early in the day,
and soldiers blocked off roads leading to the pilgrimage site,
Palestinian witnesses and security sources said.

Palestinians protested, some throwing stones, before clash-
es with the army erupted. A spokeswoman for the military said
soldiers had “escorted” up to 3,000 Jewish visitors to the tomb
since Wednesday evening, and that a crowd of some 200
Palestinians had approached the area throwing stones and
burning tyres. Soldiers used “riot dispersal” means, she said.   

In Gaza, which is still recovering nine months after last sum-
mer’s war between Israel and de facto rulers Hamas, Israeli
troops on the border fired live rounds at Nakba Day protesters,

wounding four, the enclave’s interior ministry medical
spokesperson said. Three demonstrators were hit at a demon-
stration staged by dozens of people near the border fence east
of Gaza City, and a fourth was shot at a similar protest near
Khan Yunis in the south, Ashraf Al-Qudra said.

The Israeli army confirmed it had fired at the “lower extrem-
ities” of five people who approached the border fence, despite
warnings not to come any closer. Under Israel’s blockade of the
coastal territory, Gaza residents are not allowed within 100 m
of the border fence on foot, or 300 m in a vehicle. Israeli sol-
diers often fire at Palestinians who stray closer.  — AFP

Israel attacks Palestinians marking Nakba

JERUSALEM: A woman holds up a copy of the Holy Quran
as Palestinian protesters wave national flags during a
demonstration in the Al-Aqsa mosque compound in the
Old City to mark the 67th anniversary of the Nakba. — AFP 


