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Obama vows to keep 
Gulf allies secure 

US president offers ‘ironclad’ security pledge
WASHINGTON: Charging toward an Iran nuclear agreement,
US President Barack Obama is assuring Gulf allies that they are
safe from the threat of an empowered Tehran as he seeks to
shore up some of America’s most critical security partnerships.
However, Obama’s claim of winning Arab support for his
nuclear diplomacy appears far from certain. After a rare Camp
David summit, the president on Thursday pledged
Washington’s “ironclad commitment” to the Sunni govern-
ments of the Arabian Gulf and even spoke of authorizing US
military force if their security is endangered by Shiite Iran or
anyone else. The United States, he vowed, will “use all elements
of power to secure our core interests in the Gulf region, and to
deter and confront external aggression against our allies and
partners.”

Obama invoked the start of a “new era of cooperation” that
would last for decades to come, even as Saudi Arabia and oth-
ers in the region are deeply unnerved by the prospect of an
accord with Iran. The Gulf leaders came to Washington looking
for assurances that Obama would pair his diplomatic effort with
a broader strategy to push back against Iran’s expanding influ-
ence in the Middle East. The US and other world powers hope
to clinch a final nuclear deal with Iran by the end of June. 

Around the table, Obama faced the tough task of convinc-
ing skeptical emirs, princes and sheikhs that his ambition to
reach a nuclear deal with Tehran will not come at their expense.
Iran stands to regain in excess of $100 billion in blocked cash if
sanctions are lifted - cash the Gulf states believe could help
fund the Islamic republic’s “destabilizing” activities in the
region. “Most of the destabilizing activity that Iran engages in is
low-tech, low-cost activity,” Obama said, indicating that he
believed Iran would be more interested in fixing its economy
than bumper weapons buys. Gulf states are not so sure, and
had asked the United States to provide a written guarantee of
their security. But that suggestion has been rebuffed. 

Obama on Thursday pledged to take their partnership to
another level with greater cooperation on everything from bal-
listic missile defense, maritime security and cybersecurity to
joint military exercises and training. Counterterrorism coordina-
tion will tighten to stem the flow of foreign fighters to terrorist
groups, protect vulnerable infrastructure and halt terror financ-
ing, he said. In a joint statement, the countries vowed to
address regional challenges including Syria, Iraq, Yemen and
Libya.

At the summit-closing news conference, Obama said Gulf
leaders hadn’t been asked to “sign on the bottom line” to
approve a work in process. They agreed, he said, “that a com-
prehensive, verifiable solution that fully addresses the regional
and international concerns about Iran’s nuclear program is in
the security interests of the international community, including
our GCC partners”. Saudi Foreign Minister Adel Al-Jubeir, one of
the attendees, was more circumspect. Arab leaders were
“assured that the objective is to deny Iran the ability to obtain a
nuclear weapon,” Jubeir said, but he added: “It would be too
early to prejudge what we accept, what we don’t accept.”

The assembled leaders did not have to look hard for evi-
dence of the seriousness of their task. Even as the leaders gath-
ered, it emerged that Iran’s Revolutionary Guard had fired on a
commercial ship off the coast of the UAE, the Islamic State exe-
cuted 26 civilians in Syria and, amid a shaky truce in Yemen,
Sanaa recalled its envoy to Tehran. — Agencies

CAMP DAVID: US President Barack Obama (center) poses for a photo with leaders of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) during a
summit on Thursday. Seen from left are Abu Dhabi Crown Prince and commander of the UAE armed forces Mohammed bin Zayed
Al-Nahyan, Bahrain’s Crown Prince Salman bin Hamad Al-Khalifa, Oman’s Deputy Prime Minister Fahd bin Mahmoud Al-Said, HH
the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, Obama, Qatar’s Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani, Saudi
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Nayef and GCC Secretary General Abdullatif bin Rashid Al-Zayani. (See Page 2) —AFP 

NABLUS: Israeli soldiers fired tear gas, rubber and live bullets
at Palestinians in the West Bank and Gaza Strip yesterday,
wounding at least 21 people, medics and security sources said.
Clashes took place near Ramallah and farther north in Nablus,
after a new Israeli cabinet took office and as Palestinians
marked 67 years since the “Nakba”, or “catastrophe” that befell
them when Israel was established in 1948. At a demonstration
outside Ofer military prison near the West Bank administrative
centre of Ramallah, dozens of protesters stoned soldiers who
responded with tear gas and rubber bullets, an AFP correspon-
dent said. Medics said seven Palestinians were wounded.

In separate clashes in the northern West Bank city of Nablus,
rubber bullets and live fire by soldiers wounded at least 10
Palestinians, security sources and witnesses said. The Israeli
army confirmed the clashes, but denied that live rounds were
fired. More than 1,000 settlers from nearby Jewish settlements
were bused into the city to visit Joseph’s Tomb early in the day,
and soldiers blocked off roads leading to the pilgrimage site,
Palestinian witnesses and security sources said.

Palestinians protested, some throwing stones, before clash-
es with the army erupted. A spokeswoman for the military said
soldiers had “escorted” up to 3,000 Jewish visitors to the tomb
since Wednesday evening, and that a crowd of some 200
Palestinians had approached the area throwing stones and
burning tyres. Soldiers used “riot dispersal” means, she said.   

In Gaza, which is still recovering nine months after last sum-
mer’s war between Israel and de facto rulers Hamas, Israeli
troops on the border fired live rounds at Nakba Day protesters,

wounding four, the enclave’s interior ministry medical
spokesperson said. Three demonstrators were hit at a demon-
stration staged by dozens of people near the border fence east
of Gaza City, and a fourth was shot at a similar protest near
Khan Yunis in the south, Ashraf Al-Qudra said.

The Israeli army confirmed it had fired at the “lower extrem-
ities” of five people who approached the border fence, despite
warnings not to come any closer. Under Israel’s blockade of the
coastal territory, Gaza residents are not allowed within 100 m
of the border fence on foot, or 300 m in a vehicle. Israeli sol-
diers often fire at Palestinians who stray closer.  — AFP

Israel attacks Palestinians marking Nakba

JERUSALEM: A woman holds up a copy of the Holy Quran
as Palestinian protesters wave national flags during a
demonstration in the Al-Aqsa mosque compound in the
Old City to mark the 67th anniversary of the Nakba. — AFP 
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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah is welcomed by His
Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah upon returning to Kuwait. 

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
returned home yesterday after paying
an official visit to the United States.

Upon his arrival here, HH the Amir
was greeted by HH the Crown Prince
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah, Deputy Chairman of the
National Guard Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, HH Sheikh Nasser Al-
Mohammad Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, HH
the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-
Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, Acting
National Assembly Speaker Adel Al-
Jarallah Al-Kharafi, Deputy Amiri Diwan
Minister Sheikh Ali Jarrah Al-Sabah, and
a number of ministers and senior offi-
cials.

HH the Amir was accompanied by a
high-level delegation consisting of First
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah, Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Interior Sheikh
Mohammad Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah, Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Defense Sheikh Khaled Al-
Jarrah Al-Sabah, Director of the Amir’s
office Ahmad Fahad Al-Fahad, Advisor
at the Amiri Diwan Mohammad
Abdullah Abu Al-Hassan, Head of the
Amiri Protocols Sheikh Khaled Al-
Abdullah Al-Sabah Al-Nasser Al-Sabah,
Undersecretary of the Foreign Ministry
Khaled Suleiman Al-Jarallah, Head of
Media and Cultural Affairs at Amiri
Diwan Yousef Hamad Al-Roumi, Amiri
Diwan Undersecretary for Political and
Economic Affairs Sheikh Fawaz Saud
Nasser Saud Al-Sabah, Kuwaiti
Ambassador to the United States Sheikh
Salem Abdullah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and
senior officials at the Amiri Diwan and
Foreign Ministry.

HH the Amir meanwhile sent a
telegram to US President Barack
Obama, thanking him for the warm

reception and hospitality during his offi-
cial visit to Washington. In the telegram,
HH the Amir lauded the outcomes of
the meetings between GCC leaders and
President Obama that aimed at boost-
ing relations between GCC states and
the United States.

Sturdy relation
Kuwait’s First Deputy Prime Minister

and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah said a sturdy
relation and strategic partnership are
what bind the US and GCC countries.

“The US-GCC Summit had fruitful
outcomes, with both sides ‘frankly’ dis-
cussing major issues and means to
peaceful solutions to sustain safety and

security in the (Middle East) region,”
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled told KUNA and
Kuwait TV late Thursday night on the
heels of the US-GCC Summit, which
concluded at the US presidential retreat,
Camp David.

HH the Amir, alongside other GCC
leaders, discussed the situations in
Yemen, Iraq, Syria, Libya and the Middle
East peace process with President
Obama in the light of a US-GCC strate-
gic partnership, majorly of which
involves military and security coopera-
tion, Kuwait’s top diplomat noted.
“Another major issue discussed was the
role played by GCC countries within the
US-led coalition in fighting IS, as well as
reviewing ways to combat terrorism,”
he said

On the United States, Sheikh Sabah
Al-Khaled said “as a world power and a
permanent member of the UN Security
Council, it is mutually beneficial to
exchange views and hold discussions in
a bid to buttress such partnership.”

A joint statement issued late
Thursday said that the US and GCC plan
to build closer relations in “all fields,
including defense and security coopera-
tion, and develop collective approaches
to regional issues in order to advance
their shared interest in stability.”

It added that the US was prepared to
work jointly with GCC states to deter
and confront an external threat to any
GCC state’s territorial integrity (and)
stands ready to work with GCC partners
to determine urgently what action may
be appropriate.

According to the statement, a new
US-GCC strategic partnership is on the
table to “enhance their work to improve
security cooperation, especially on fast-
tracking arms transfers, as well as on
counter-terrorism, maritime security,
cyber-security, and ballistic missile
defense”. —KUNA

Kuwait eager on 
bolstering ties with 

S Korea: Ghanem
SEOUL: Kuwait’s National Assembly Speaker Marzouq
Al-Ghanem has emphasized the country’s keenness on
enhancing ties with the Republic of Korea. South Korea
is considered the biggest importer of Kuwait’s oil, and
economic partnership between both is ‘historical,’
Ghanem said in a statement to the National Assembly
Channel yesterday. Earlier yesterday, the visiting chief
parliamentarian held meetings with South Korean
President Park Geun-hye and National Assembly Speaker
Chung Eui Hwa. Bilateral relations are going through a
significant stage, and are consolidated by exchange of
officials’ visits, he noted. President Park visited Kuwait in
March.

Frank talks have been held on the parliamentarian level
covering issues on boosting bilateral ties and friendship, as
well as following up implementation of agreements previ-
ously signed between the two countries, he said. In addi-
tion, the two sides exchanged views on developments in
the Middle East and Asia. Ghanem highlighted South
Korea’s stance supporting Kuwait during the Iraqi invasion
of the country in 1990, hoping his visit and the accompa-
nying delegation would lead to closer ties. —KUNA

SEOUL: Kuwait’s National Assembly Speaker
Marzouq Al-Ghanem meets South Korean National
Assembly Speaker Chung Eui Hwa. —KUNA

Amir returns home after Camp David summit
US-GCC enjoy sturdy relation, strategic partnership: FM

His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-
Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah welcomes His Highness
the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.

His Highness Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah welcomes His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.

—Amiri Diwan photos

His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah waves as he prepares to
leave Washington after attending
the US-GCC summit last Thursday.
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KUWAIT: Kuwaiti women celebrate today attaining their political
franchise on May 16, 2005, when the National Assembly headquarters
witnessed a historic session with 35 MPs blessing amendment of the
electoral law’s first article, thus granting them the right to vote and
run for polls.

This accomplishment capped long struggle by the Kuwaiti women
for the constitutional and political rights, backed by men legislators,
during a series of parliamentary sessions.

1971: The quest got started by the social-political activist, Nouriah Al-
Sidani, when she addressed the parliamentary complaints committee,
requesting that the women be granted political suffrage.

1971: MP Salem Al-Marzoug submitted a bill at the parliament
requesting the educated women be granted election right.

1975: MPs Jassem Al-Qutami and Rashed Al-Farhan submitted a bill
that called for granting the women full suffrage.

1981: MP Ahmad Al-Tukhaim requested amending article 1 of the
electoral law to grant political rights for the women.

1986: MP Abdulrahman Al-Ghneim proposed a draft law for granting
franchise for the women.

1992: MP Hamad Al-Jouan tabled a bill asking that the other gender
be granted franchise.

1996: In December, MPs Ali Al-Baghli, Abdulmohsen Jamal, Jassem
Al-Sager and Abdullah Al-Naibari tabled a draft law for the same pur-
pose.

1997: An identical bid was made by MPs Abbas Al-Khedhari and Salah
Khorshid.

1999: On May 16, the Cabinet announced desire of the late Amir His
Highness Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to issue an Amiri
Decree granting the Kuwaiti women full suffrage, in appreciation for
their constructive role in building Kuwait and ensuring the country’s
progress in various fields, particularly their brave stand alongside the
men in face of the 1990-1991 Iraqi occupation.

1999: On May 25, the relevant decree-into-law was submitted to His
Highness the Amir who approved it before it was published in the

official gazette. However, the women jubilation was short lived, for
the MPs rejected it in a decree, on constitutional basis, with a narrow
majority of only two votes. Despite opposition to the women struggle
for these rights, they had continued the action, seeking support from
the judiciary and holding public demonstrations till May 16, 2005,
when the parliament agreed during a marathon session on a bill to
amend article 1 of the electoral law, with support of 35 members,
rejection by 23, with a single abstention. First provision of the elec-
toral law, after amendment, stipulated that each Kuwaiti, aged 21,
enjoys full franchise, except for those who have been naturalized.
Later on, the top leadership proceeded with further moves to grant
the women their political rights. ,

2005: In June, the Cabinet announced naming Fatmah Saud Al-Sabah
and (eng) Foziah Al-Bahar as members of the Municipal Council. In the
same month, the Kuwaiti woman joined for the first time the govern-
ment line-up. Dr Maassouma Al-Mubarak was named Minister of
Planning and Minister of State for Administrative Development
Affairs.

2006: In April, the Kuwaiti woman practiced its political franchise for
the first time, when Jenan Boushehri declared nomination for munici-
pal membership run-off.

2006: In July, Dr Mubarak was named Minister of Communications.

2007: In March, Dr Mubarak was named Minister of Health, while
Nouriah Al-Subaih Minister of Education and Higher Education.

2008: Dr Moudhi Al-Humoud was named Minister of State for
Housing Affairs and Minister of State for Development Affairs. Subaih
was chosen to serve as Minister of Education.

2009: Four Kuwaiti women won parliament seats for the first time in
Kuwait’s political history. They are Dr Mubarak, Dr Salwa Al-Jassar, Dr
Aseel Al-Awadhi and Dr Rola Dashti.

2009: Four Kuwaiti women won municipal seats.

2009: In January, Dr Humoud was named Minister of State for
Housing Affairs and Minister of State for Development Affairs. Subaih
was named Minister of Education.

2009: In May, Humoud was named Minister of Education.

2011: In May, Dr Amani Bouresli was named Minister of Commerce.

2012: In July, Dr Rola Dashti was named Minister of State for Planning
Affairs and Thekra Al-Rashidi as Minister of Social Affairs.

2013: Hind Al-Subaih was appointed Minister of Social Affairs. — KUNA

Kuwaiti women celebrate 
their fruitful struggle

KUWAIT: (From left, clockwise) Dr Moudhi Al-Humoud, Hind Al-Subaih, Dr Maassouma Al-Mubarak, Dr Salwa Al-Jassar, Nouriah Al-Sidani, Dr Rola Dashti, Dr Aseel Al-Awadhi, Dr Amani Bouresli,
Jenan Boushehri, and Nouriah Al-Subaih. — KUNA

In this July 2009 photo, (From left) MPs Dr Maassouma Al-Mubarak, Dr Salwa Al-Jassar, Dr Rola Dashti and Dr Aseel Al-Awadhi
represent Kuwait at an Arab Women Organization meeting.
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WB official 
calls for GCC

budget reforms
KUWAIT: Senior Director of the World Bank Group’s Global Practice
on Macroeconomics and Fiscal Management Marcelo Giugale
expected the world economy to grow by 2.9 percent in 2015 and 3.2
percent next year. The projections are based on specific data and
practical scenario away from any risks that might stem from lower
growth rate in the Chinese economy, higher interest rates by the US
Federal Reserve, or the Greek crisis, he told reporters on Thursday.

Giugale arrived earlier Thursday on a visit to Kuwait as part of a
tour of the Gulf region that will take him also to the United Arab
Emirates, Saudi Arabia and Qatar. He reiterated the WB call on the
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) member countries to correct the
imbalances in their budgets, rationalize subsidy, diversify the sources
of income and reduce reliance on oil revenues under the current
decline of the oil prices.

The GCC states need to adapt their budgets to the current oil
prices and accelerate the economic reforms in order to ensure better
future to the coming generations, he stressed. The senior WB official
lauded the improvement brought about in Kuwait since his last visit
to the country two years ago. He expected the Indian economy to
grow by a higher pace than the Chinese economy next year. On the
risks facing the world economic recovery in the short run, the WB offi-
cial said these include a possible decision by the Fed this autumn to
ratchet up the interest rates which could lead to reverse the current
course of liquidity from the US to other economy. A possible rise of
the US dollar interest rate could also affect negatively the US exports
and the exports of other countries, he noted, warning against shrink-
age of more Eurozone economies. — KUNA

KUWAIT: The Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) called
on passengers departing from Kuwait International Airport to
cooperate with the airport’s authorities for better service. With
the advent of the holy month of Ramadan and summer traveling
season, passengers are advised to commit to traveling proce-
dures, especially in carrying their personal passports, IDs, and
boarding passes to the country of destination, the Directorate
said in a press statement Thursday.

Passengers must also be present at the check-in counters

three hours prior to departure in order to end traveling proce-
dures earlier and avoid delays, the statement said. Luggage coun-
ters will close 60 minutes prior to departure time, it noted, adding
that carry-on bags must not be over 115 cm in size and over five
kilos in weight.

In case of loss of luggage at the airport, the directorate advises
passengers to check with the loss of luggage section at the Public
Administration of Civil Aviation, and contact the following num-
bers: 24710683, or fax: 24744396. — KUNA

Passengers urged to cooperate
with airport staff

Kuwaiti ambassador
delivers credentials
to Andorra’s ruler

MADRID: Kuwait’s Ambassador to Spain Dr Suleiman Al-Harbi
has delivered his credentials as a non-resident ambassador to
Andorra to the emirate’s ruler, Juan Enriquez Cecilia.

The ambassador said that he conveyed greetings of His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to
the emirate’s ruler, adding that his talks with the governor dealt
with means of boosting bilateral ties. He indicated that the ruler
expressed “interest in benefiting from the Kuwaiti expertise in
investment and commerce.” Ambassador Harbi said that the
ruler requested that he convey reciprocal salutes to HH the Amir.
The credentials’ handover ceremony, held in the emirate’s capital,
Andorra La Villa, on Thursday, was attended by a number of offi-
cials and diplomats. — KUNA

MEXICO CITY: Head of the Kuwaiti parliamentary friendship com-
mittee MP Yousef Al-Zalzalah met Mexico’s President of the
Chamber of Deputies Julio Cesar Moreno yesterday. The meeting,
attended by Kuwait’s Ambassador to Mexico Samih Jawhar Hayat
and lawmakers Abdullah Al-Teraiji and Saif Al-Azmi, discussed
bilateral relations across all spectrums.

According to Zalzalah, the Mexican lawmaker welcomed the
Kuwaiti visit saying that it would help open further prospects for
cooperation. This was followed by the visitors being briefed on
the ins and outs of the Mexican legislature system.

In turn, the Kuwait MP explained the components, roles and
powers of the National Assembly. Zalzalah, on behalf of National
Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem, went on to invite the
Mexican lawmaker to visit Kuwait in order to take a closer look at
legislative body in action and different opportunities for coopera-
tion.

Meanwhile, Moreno expressed delight at the Kuwaiti lawmak-
er’s announcement of Kuwait’s keenness to increase its invest-
ments in Mexico, describing it as a “great idea” which would ben-
efit both nations.

Mexico believes in the Arab world’s point of view on interna-
tional affairs, he said, adding that his country would like to learn
more about these views through cooperating with Kuwait, partic-
ularly in the field of trade and investment. Zalzalah said that the
Mexican lawmaker also expressed his approval of the invitation to
visit Kuwait and meet Ghanem.

Separately, Ambassador Hayat said that MP Zalzalah met with
Mexico’s head of foreign affairs at the Chamber of Deputies. He
also later met head of the Kuwaiti-Mexican Friendship Committee
Carlos Peralta. Peralta praised relations between both countries,
expressing both countries leaders’ keenness to increase this
cooperation. — KUNA

Kuwaiti lawmakers meet
Mexican lower house chief

 MEXICO CITY: Mexico’s President of the Chamber of Deputies Julio Cesar Moreno is pictured with members of the
Kuwaiti parliamentary friendship committee. — KUNA

Marcelo Giugale

MADRID: Kuwait’s Ambassador to Spain Dr Suleiman Al-
Harbi delivers his credentials to Andorra’s ruler Juan
Enriquez Cecilia. — KUNA
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Minister to study visa
fees increase proposal

By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: The Interior
Ministry’s Residency Affairs
Department is mulling to
send a proposal to Deputy
Prime Minister and Interior
Minister Sheikh Mohammad
Al-Khaled Al-Sabah to
impose new fees on visit
visas for business, tourism
and family members. The
proposal also includes
increasing the visa fees for
self sponsorship (article 24)
and family dependency (arti-
cle 22) from KD 200 to KD
400. Reports said that the
minister may refer the study
to the National Assembly for
discussion. It is expected to
decide the fees before the
end of the year.

Sheikh Mohammad 
Al-Khaled Al-Sabah

RIYADH: Kuwaiti relief supplies des-
tined for war-stricken Yemeni people
will be transported by land once proce-
dural measures have been finalized, a
Kuwaiti Red Crescent Society’s official
said yesterday.

Khaled Buaijan Al-Mutairi, coordina-
tor of catastrophes’ affairs at the society,
said the air-transported supplies, 40
tons of medical aid that arrived in the
Saudi airport Sharurah on Thursday,
would be dispatched by land to Yemeni
hospitals aboard air-conditioned trucks
once the necessary approvals for the
mission have been obtained from the
Coalition Forces’ Command. The sup-
plies will be dispatched via the border
checkpoint ‘Al-Wadeeah’ to Al-Mukalla
city in Hadhramaut. Further Kuwaiti aid
would be sent to Yemen soon.

On Thursday, the KRCS announced
that flying the aircraft for aiding the
Yemeni people. KRCS Vice Chairman of
the Board of Directors Anwar Al-Hasawi

said in press remarks that flying the
plane loaded with 40 tons of medicines
and medical equipment, along with a
number of volunteers, reflects keenness

of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and the
Kuwaiti people to alleviate suffering of
Yemeni people. —KUNA

Kuwaiti aid supplies to Yemen to
be sent by land from Saudi ArabiaBody found at Mubarak

hospital’s parking
By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Criminal security authorities are looking for sus-
pects in the death of a woman, who are believed to have
dumped her body at Mubarak Hospital’s parking lot. The
victim is believed to have been killed by suffocating,
according to preliminary investigations. A visitor had
noticed the covered body before notifying the hospital’s
staff. Authorities said identifying the victim will play a
major role in finding out the cause of death.

Car fire
A police car caught fire in Sabah Al-Nasser. Jleeb fire

center rushed to the scene and put out the fire, which was
caused by faulty wiring.

Officers attacked
Two policemen told Maidan Hawally police that they

were beaten and insulted when they stopped two men
who were harassing two girls, and when they were about
to be taken to the police station, the suspects attacked the
policemen.

KUWAIT: The Kuwait Fire Services Directorate carried out a successful fire drill at the Arraya Tower in Kuwait City Thursday morning.
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KUWAIT: The Hawally prosecutor ordered a Filipina
woman to be charged with forgery, and the court may
also charge her with polyandry, as she married a citizen
claiming she was a virgin, but her husband discovered
she has been married since 1998. A security source said
the husband told Nugra police that he met the woman
and had a wild relationship with her, and she told him she
was not married. He said that he had problems with his
family after he insisted on marrying her, and did so in
2000, living with her all this time convinced that he was
the only man in her life. But someone told him that she
has been tricking him for the past 15 years and confirmed
to him that she has been married for the past 17 years.
The husband said he went to the Philippines and was
able to obtain a document proving that his wife is mar-
ried to another man and he was not her first husband.

Policeman arrested
Interior Ministry Assistant Undersecretary for General

Security Affairs Maj Gen Abdelfattah Al-Ali ordered the
arrest of a policeman and sent him to the Drugs Control
General Department charged with mugging and extor-
t ion.  A security  source said two Sr i  Lankans told
Farwaniya police that they were robbed by a person who
claimed to be a policeman, who took two iPhones and
asked them to pay KD 40 to give them back the phones.
The source added Ali was informed of the complaint, so
he ordered to ambush the suspect. The Sri Lankan men
called him and told him they were ready to give the
money,  so he told them to go to an open area in
Farwaniya. A police force went to the area and arrested
him with three joints, his service ID and the two phones.

Motorist hurt
A sinkhole almost ki l led a c it izen when waters

engulfed his car after a pipe burst. The motorist was res-
cued by Lt Mohammad Al-Jabari and Sgt Ali Al-Shimmari.
The two officers were near the area in Kabd and rushed
to get the man out, who said he was on his way to his
farm. Meanwhile, the Public Works Ministry undersecre-
tary promised to compensate the citizen for damages.

Visa violators caught
Residency affairs detectives arrested an Asian expat

running a network supplying African women as maids in
homes on a daily basis. A security source said detectives
raided a f lat  the Asian rented for  the women,  al l
Ethiopian, and six of them were arrested. They were
found in violation of the residency laws. The Asian said
he urges the maids to run away from their employers,
and he guarantees them KD 6 per day. 

Airport visit
Ministry of Interior’s Undersecretary Lieutenant

General Suleiman Al-Fahad made a sudden visit to
Kuwait International Airport recently. He met airport
security leaders and made some remarks about security
procedures, dealing with the public, and inspection and
search procedures being followed there. 

Court employee accuses man of assault
A female citizen working at Hawalli courts complex

recently filed a complaint accusing an Egyptian man of
assaulting and insulting her while on duty, said security
sources. According to the clerk, the assailant got angry
when she asked him to bring some documents and wait
for his turn in the queue. She said that the man threw a
disposable plastic cup towards her and insulted her. A
case was filed and further investigations are in progress. 

Son threatens father 
A bedoon man reported that his drug-addicted son

had threatened to kill him and stole his vehicle. A case
was filed and a search is on for the son and the vehicle. In
a similar case in Maidan Hawalli, a citizen reported that
her own daughter had threatened to kill her after she

asked her not to go out late again. The mother added
that her daughter damaged her vehicle. A case was filed
and the daughter is being summoned for further investi-
gations. 

Egyptian dies in crash
An Egyptian man was instantly killed and three citi-

zens injured in a collision involving four vehicles along
coastal road in Doha, said security sources. The sources
added that the injured were rushed to Al-Sabah hospital
for treatment while the deceased’s body was referred to
the coroner. 

Man arrested with drugs
A citizen was recently arrested in Mahboula with the

possession of 12 drug-stuffed joints,  said security
sources. The suspect was stopped at a routine check-
point where policemen noticed he acted strangely and
accordingly searched him and his vehicle. 

Four men arrested for scuffle
Four male citizens were recently arrested for fighting

outside the public security headquarters in South Surra,
said security sources. Two of the fighting men were
heavily drunk and a bottle of home-made liquor was
found in their vehicle. 

Expat held for visa trafficking
An Indian man was recently arrested for forging visas

and selling them to his own compatriots for KD 500 each,
said security sources. Case papers indicate that after
being tipped of the suspect’s activity, immigration detec-
tives investigated the matter and found out that the sus-
pect had been typing visa forms using fake civil ID num-
bers for alleged sponsors and using fake rubber stamps
on the visas and revenue stamps before selling them to
his victims. The suspect was ambushed and arrested with
the possession of the fake rubber stamps he used. The
suspect confessed to selling 20 fake visas and told the
police that he had an accomplice, wanted for 13 criminal
cases, who is still at large. 

Caller threatens to bomb hotel
The manager of a hotel at Al-Bade’ area reported that

an Arab woman kept calling and requested to speak to a
‘Prince William’ several times. When she was told nobody
under that name was staying at the hotel, she threat-
ened to blow the hotel. A bomb squad was rushed to the
hotel, combed it in search of any explosives, but found
nothing. A search is on to identify and arrest the hoax
caller. 

Two arrested in collision
A citizen and an Iraqi were recently arrested when

their  vehicle col l ided into two parked vehicles in
Mubarak Al-Kabeer before it tumbled, said security
sources. The sources add the two men were heavily
drunk and had a bottle of liquor. 

Fugitive caught 
A Syrian man wanted for KD 43,000 financial claims

and fraud cases was recently arrested in Hawalli, said
security sources. 

Two youths arrested for assault
Two citizens were recently arrested for assaulting police

officers outside a fast food restaurant along the seafront,
said security sources. Case papers indicate that the two sus-
pects called the police accusing some girls of harassing and
making fun of them. Checking the area of the girls’ table,
policemen found nobody, which did not appeal to the two
young men. They started insulting the policemen and
accused them of stupidity and ignorance of their job duties.
The argument soon developed into a fight when the two
informants refused to show their IDs. A case of assaulting a
public servant on duty was filed. —Al-Anbaa, Al-Rai

Wife charged with fraud
for claiming virginity

Banking sector’s
salary certificates

KUWAIT: The Manpower Public Authority is preparing an
administrative decision to make the banking sector provide it
with salary certificates just like all private sector establish-
ments, informed sources said. The sources said the banking
sector was among those excluded from submitting bank cer-
tificates, adding the new decision may be issued in a few days.
The sources said that the MPA will be able to monitor the
salaries directly without the need of salary certificates after
electronic programs are updated and the authority is linked
with banks. —Al-Anbaa

Opposition rift
comes to surface

KUWAIT: Differences within the Popular Action Movement
(Hashd) came to the surface when a group close to former
speaker Ahmad Al-Saadoun submitted a mass resignation
from the organization. The resigned members wrote to Hashd
Secretary General, former MP Musallam Al-Barrak, that they do
not wish to continue as members of Hashd. Differences have
dominated the relationship between supporters of Saadoun
and Barrak due to differences in opinion and different mecha-
nisms used in dealing with political events, which the secre-
tariat general witnessed in the form of more than one list
competing (one for Saadoun and three for Barrak) to control
the organization, and ended with Barrak taking the secretari-
at. Neither Saadoun nor Barrak have issued any statement
over the resignations. —Al-Jarida

Education ministry
announces school

timings
KUWAIT: The Education Ministry amended decision no 1
with regards to timings of exams, leaves and student atten-
dance, as well as teaching faculties and administrations for
the 2015/2016 school year. The ministry said teachers and
administrators of all stages will report to work on September
6, while September 9 is when first graders will return to
school, while September 10 will see the rest of the elemen-
tary classes resume. Intermediate and secondary students
start school on September 13.

Assistant undersecretary for public education Dr Khalid
Al-Rushaid said the midterm break will be for 11 days only
for all educational stages from January 10 to January 21,
2016. He said kindergarten schools will start on September
13, while final examinations for the intermediate stage and
fifth grade will be from May 9 to May 16, while exams for the
secondary stage will be from May 18 to May 30 for 10th and
11th graders. Rushaid said final exams for the 12th grade
will be from May 22 till June 2, while results of the general
secondary exams will be declared on June 6, four days after
the final test. —Al-Anbaa

Abandoned elderly left
to Adan’s care for years

KUWAIT: Twenty five senior citizens of Kuwaiti and other
Gulf nationalities have been staying in Adan hospital for
years after being abandoned by their children. Because of
the number of beds being occupied, officials are proposing
the designation of a special ward for them.

According to hospital sources, some elderly people have
been staying for one to three years; some even exceeding
the four-year limit. Their children abandoned them for vari-
ous reasons, and no one is asking about them. The sources
said the senior citizens do not suffer from any dangerous or
infectious diseases, yet their families leave and ignore them. 

According to the sources, one man whose father is in the
hospital even admonished the nurses who care for his
father and told them “do not call unless he is dead.”
Moreover, the sources said that some children of elderly
people place their parents in hospitals to guarantee them
better health care, free of charge, adding that while some
are from low-income families, others surprisingly are from
notable families. —Al-Rai
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Modi: Progress with 
Li on decisive issues

IS leader urges Muslims 
to move to ‘caliphate’

LAS VEGAS: Former Florida Gov Jeb Bush speaks at a Clark County Republican Party dinner. — AP

TEMPE: After days of refusing to say whether,
with the benefit of hindsight, he would have
ordered the invasion of Iraq in 2003 as his brother
did, Jeb Bush relented and said he would not
have invaded. “If we’re all supposed to answer
hypothetical questions, knowing what we know
now, what would you have done?” Bush said
Thursday with a twinge of annoyance while cam-
paigning in Arizona.  “I would have not engaged.
I would not have gone into Iraq.”

It was an answer the former Florida governor
and likely Republican candidate for president had
refused to give in several public appearances this
week, even as most of his Republican rivals did so
and criticized him for sidestepping the question.
While Bush is expected to launch a formidable
campaign, he faces a crowded field of Republican
candidates. And while his last name is familiar to

Americans, he must contend with the complex
legacy of the dozen years his brother and father
spent as president. Both George HW Bush and
George W Bush left the White House unpopular,
with the US economy mired in recessions. And
both will always be linked to Iraq, where each
ordered a military invasion.

Faulty intelligence
Jeb Bush said Thursday his resistance was

caused both by loyalty to his older brother, who
ordered the 2003 invasion, and to the families of
those lost in the decade-long war. “I’m not
going to go out of my way to say that my broth-
er did this wrong or my dad did this wrong,”
Bush said later Thursday in a speech to the
Republican National Committee’s spring meet-
ing in Phoenix. “It’s just not going to happen. I

have a hard time with that. I love my family a
lot.”

That loyalty could cast a shadow over Bush’s
all-but-certain presidential bid, where his family
name is both his strongest political asset and lia-
bility. He would become the third member of
his family to serve as president should he follow
his father and brother to the White House. The
Iraq war is among the most defining aspects of
George W Bush’s presidency. More than 4,400
US service personnel died, with many more
severely wounded, in a war that cost at least
$1.7 trillion and was justified by faulty intelli-
gence that Iraq possessed weapons of mass
destruction. None were ever found.

The upcoming presidential contest will likely
yield other moments when Bush is asked
uncomfortable questions about his brother’s

time in office. Bush said he had not spoken to
his brother before talking about Iraq on
Thursday, but said the US needs “to re-engage
(in Iraq), and do it in a more forceful way.” Bush
and other Republicans in the presidential mix
often argue that President Barack Obama erred
by so completely withdrawing US forces from
Iraq in 2011.

Obama has sent a few thousand troops back
into the country to help the Iraqi military fight
Islamic State militants, and the next president is
sure to face ongoing issues of stability there and
elsewhere in the Middle East. “We can’t do this
by remote control,” Bush said. As Bush strug-
gled this week to address the issue, several
Republican presidential prospects said defini-
tively they would not have invaded Iraq based
on information known today. — AP 

Jeb Bush: I wouldn’t have invaded Iraq
Family legacy shadows presidential campaign 
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Mali’s government 
to sign peace deal 

without rebels
BAMAKO: Mali gathered regional heads-of-state, gov-
ernment officials and armed groups yesterday for a
largely ceremonial signing of a peace accord expected
to go ahead without the main Tuareg-led rebel
alliance. The Coordination of Azawad Movements
(CMA) initialed the document in Algiers on Thursday
but has demanded concessions and says it will not
attend yesterday’s ceremony in Malian capital Bamako
to rubber-stamp the deal. Zimbabwean President
Robert Mugabe, who chairs the African Union, arrived
in Bamako yesterday morning and was expected to be
followed by around 20 heads of government and state
from across the region.

The ceremony-which follows months of UN-backed
negotiations-is going ahead against the odds amid
repeated recent violations of a ceasefire deal between
the army and various pro-government and rebel mili-
tias. But it will be largely devoid of substance without
the CMA, a coalition of five rebel groups which has
called for further negotiations.

The international community had attempted to
persuade at least some rebel groups within the CMA
to sign the accord but the rebel alliance was expected
to present a united front in boycotting the ceremony.
Algerian Foreign Minister Ramtane Lamamra, whose
government has sponsored the peace process, said
after the deal was initialed on Thursday that it was a
case of “mission accomplished but not over”.

He said he was “aware that the situation on the
ground does not lead to optimism but it requires inter-
national mediation to appeal to everyone’s sense of
responsibility”. He added that he had received a mes-
sage from Malian President Ibrahim Boubacar Keita
who he said was “reaching out (to the rebels) and is
ready discuss with them at any time the future of the
country, the future of the northern regions and the rig-
orous implementation of the agreement”.

‘Good faith’ 
“Initialing is a sign of good faith to move towards a

final, comprehensive and lasting solution but further
adjustments are needed before signing,” rebel repre-
sentative Almou Ag Mohamed added. bAnother CMA
member, Sidi Brahim Oud Sidat, said there would be
further negotiations on the alliance’s political and
security demands.

“Once these requests are met, we will sign the
agreement,” he said. Mali was shaken by a coup in
2012 which cleared the way for Tuareg separatists to
seize the towns and cities of the vast northern desert.
Militants linked to Al-Qaeda then overpowered the
Tuareg to take control of northern Mali for nearly 10
months, imposing a brutal interpretation of Islamic
law with punitive amputations and executions.

A French-led military offensive ousted the militants
but the Tuareg rebels and Islamist militants remain
active throughout the northeast of the country. The
country remains deeply divided with the Tuareg and
Arab populations of the north accusing sub-Saharan
ethnic groups in the more prosperous south of mar-
ginalizing them.

Northern Mali has seen an upsurge in attacks by
pro-government militias and various factions of the
Tuareg-led rebellion, leaving many dead on both
sides. The peace agreement calls for the creation of
elected regional assemblies but not autonomy or fed-
eralism, in deference to the concerns of the govern-
ment about separatism. The CMA has said it will not
accept a deal without an amendment recognizing
“Azawad”, the name used by the Tuareg for the north-
ern part of Mali, as a “geographic, political and juridical
entity”. —AFP

BAGHDAD: Islamic State fighters
seized the government compound in
the city of Ramadi yesterday and
edged closer to what would be their
biggest victory in Iraq this year, offi-
cials said. The loss of the capital of
Anbar province, which Prime Minister
Haider Al-Abadi had said would be
the next target of government forces
after wresting back Tikrit last month,
would be a major setback for
Baghdad. 

IS has threatened to take control of
Ramadi for months and the break-
through came after a wide offensive
on several fronts in the province,
including an assault using several sui-
cide car bombs in Ramadi on
Thursday. The jihadists seized the gov-
ernment complex at around 2:00 pm
(1100 GMT) and raised the black flag, a
police officer said, giving them nearly
full control over Anbar’s capital.

IS “now occupies the government
centre in Ramadi and has also raised
its flag over the police HQ for Anbar,”
the police major told AFP, speaking
on condition of anonymity. The group
itself issued a statement saying its
fighters broke into the government
complex, and blew up the adjacent
buildings of Anbar’s governorate and
the police headquarters.

A few pockets 
A senior tribal leader in charge of the

coordination of local fighters with regu-
lar government forces also confirmed
the government complex had fallen.
“The only (government) forces still
fighting are confined to a few pockets
in Ramadi but they have no command
post anymore,” Sheikh Hekmat
Suleiman told AFP by phone. Provincial
council member Adhal Obeid Al-
Fahdawi had described the situation as
“critical” moments earlier and said civil-
ians were fleeing the city centre, the
second time in a month they have done
so following another IS offensive in
April.

“Families are trying to flee on foot,
leaving their cars and homes behind,
but most areas around Ramadi are
under IS control,” said Sheikh Jabbar
Adjadj Al-Assafi, a tribal leader. The IS
said earlier that it had carried out sever-
al attacks on army positions east of
Ramadi, including one by a British sui-
cide bomber it named as Abu Musa Al-
Britani. “Another vehicle driven by our
brother martyr Abu Khobayb al-Shami
attacked the Al-Majd police station near
Al-Haq mosque in Ramadi, followed by
an assault that killed who was left,” the
group said in its daily radio broadcast
yesterday. It also claimed to have killed

13 Iraqi soldiers in an attack on a hill
east of Ramadi and executed 14 Sunni
tribal fighters when it took over the
central neighbourhood of Jamiya.

Government setback 
Iraqi security sources and IS said the

town of Jubbah, about 180 kilometers
northwest of Baghdad, had also been
seized by jihadists. A tribal leader said
the town, which is near the large air-
base of Al-Asad where several hundred
US advisers are stationed, had been left
insufficiently protected.

Both sides also reported several
attacks east of Fallujah, only a few miles
from the borders of Baghdad gover-
norate, since Thursday but their out-
come remained unclear. IS named its
latest Ramadi operation after Abu
Muhannad Al-Swaidawi, a top IS leader
in Anbar who according to jihadist
forums was killed in a US-led air strike.

He is described as a former lieu-
tenant of slain jihadist leader Abu
Musab al-Zarqawi who fought in both
Fallujah battles against US forces in
2004. Swaidawi is also described as
the architect of a massive prison
break in Abu Ghraib, just west of
Baghdad, which set 500 inmates free
and is considered a key moment in
the rise of IS. —AFP

IS seizes govt HQ 
in Iraq’s Ramadi

‘Families are trying to flee on foot’

ANBAR PROVINCE: Security forces defend their headquarters against attacks by Islamic State extremists
during sand storm in the eastern part of Ramadi. —AP
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BAGHDAD: The leader of the Islamic
State group Abu Bakr Al-Baghdadi on
Thursday urged Muslims to emigrate to
his self-proclaimed “caliphate”, in the
jihadist supremo’s first audio recording
in six months.  “And we call upon every
Muslim in every place to perform hijrah
(emigration) to the Islamic State or fight
in his land wherever that may be,” he
said.

The voice reading the half-hour
speech appeared to match previous
audio recordings of Baghdadi, the latest
of which was released in mid-November.
As did his previous speech, the audio
tape recording released on Thursday
comes a few days after media reports
that he might have been seriously
wounded in a strike by the US-led coali-
tion bombing IS in Iraq and Syria.  There
was no way for AFP to immediately
authenticate the latest recording nor
date it but Baghdadi speaks of develop-
ments in Yemen, where Saudi-led forces
launched an air campaign against Shiite
rebels in late March, that suggest it is
recent.

Echoing his previous exhortations,
Baghdadi said moving to the caliphate
he declared over parts of Iraq and Syria
in June 2014 or waging jihad (holy war)
at home was an obligation for Muslims.
“Has the time not come for you to know
that there is no might nor honor nor
safety nor rights for you except in the
shade of the Caliphate?,” he said in the

speech, transcripts of which were
released in five languages.  “O Muslims,
Islam was never for a day the religion of
peace. Islam is the religion of war,” he
said, calling for mass mobilization on the
battlefield.

‘Desperate’ Saudi war 
He criticized Sunni civilians fleeing

fighting in the western province of
Anbar to seek shelter in Baghdad and
other government-controlled areas.  “So
return to your lands, and remain in your
homes, and seek shelter-after first seek-
ing shelter with Allah-with your people
in the Islamic State, for you will find
therein, by Allah’s permission, a warm
embrace and a safe refuge,” he said.
Baghdadi lashed out at Saudi Arabia’s
rulers, accusing them of launching their
air campaign against the Shiite Houthi
rebels in Yemen only to please the West.

“Their war is nothing but an attempt
to prove themselves once again to their
masters from amongst the Jews and
Crusaders,” he said.  “It is nothing but a
desperate attempt to turn the Muslims
away from the Islamic State.” He also
warned that IS would carry out more
prison breaks, which have become one
of the group’s trademarks. “I will not for-
get to mention the captives in the pris-
ons of the apostate tyrants everywhere,”
the IS leader said. “We will not hold back
any strength or spare any effort or miss
any opportunity, until we free the last

one of you, with Allah’s permission,” he
said. More than 40 inmates, including IS
militants, escaped in a prison break
which IS claimed last week in the Iraqi
town of Khalis.

Raqa before Mosul 
The group, which already controlled

parts of Syria, swept across the Sunni
heartland of Iraq last year before pro-
claiming a “caliphate” and drawing
record numbers of foreign fighters. A
US-led air campaign launched in August
helped the central government in
Baghdad and the autonomous Kurds in
the north to turn the tide on IS.  The
jihadists have since lost significant
ground but still hold the vast province of
Anbar and Mosul, the country’s second
city where Baghdadi was last seen in
public in July. The IS leader said in his
speech he thought anti-IS forces would
attack the group’s strongholds in Syria
before Mosul.

“We believe that their mobilization
will be for Raqa and Aleppo before
Mosul. So be cautious,” he said.
Baghdadi praised the fighters in Anbar,
who have largely held their ground
despite coalition strikes and govern-
ment-led ground operations. In some
parts of the province, IS fighters have
continued to advance and Baghdadi
egged them on to push towards
Baghdad and the holy Shiite city of
Karbala. —AFP

IS leader urges Muslims 
to move to ‘caliphate’ 
Calls for mobilization on the battlefield

Palestinians’ first 
saints make mark 

on Holy Land
JERUSALEM: In the corner of a pristine Jerusalem church, the
tomb of Marie Alphonsine Ghattas looks out over just a small part
of her legacy, days ahead of her canonization in Rome. A box
under an altar holds her earthly remains, and Catholic worshippers
have already scribbled prayers in Arabic to “Saint Marie
Alphonsine”, in a notebook placed next to her tomb in the chapel.

Ghattas and Mariam Bawardy, another nun born in the 19th
century, are on Sunday to become the first modern-day
Palestinian saints, at a ceremony Pope Francis will lead at the
Vatican. The canonization has Palestinians buzzing with excite-
ment, and President Mahmud Abbas is travelling to Rome to
attend. The Vatican said Wednesday it was preparing to sign its
first accord with Palestine, two years after recognizing it as a state,
but the canonization comes without political baggage.

Ghattas, through her focus on women’s education and com-
munity work, left behind a network of convents, schools and reli-
gious centers-a more palpable legacy than Bawardy, who lives on
more through the memory of her tough and mysterious life. The
west Jerusalem church-circular with stain-glass windows featuring
an image of Ghattas-is housed in a convent of the Rosary Sisters,
the order that she founded for Arab women in 1880. It is one of
many Rosary Sisters institutions across the Palestinian territories,
Jordan, Egypt, Lebanon and even further afield.

“Her message was to educate Arab women and girls,” Sister
Hortance Nakhleh said, sitting in the church of the Mamilla
Monastery, below a large poster imploring their founder to “pray
for us”. “The period she lived in was a difficult one for Arab
women, and their education was very limited,” Nakhleh said. “This
daughter of Jerusalem existed to educate Arab girls and mothers.”
Ghattas was born in 1847 in the Holy City during its rule by the
Ottoman Empire, and died there during the British mandate peri-
od in 1927.

Champion of women’s education 
The institutions she left behind have been busy with prepara-

tions for the special day. At the Rosary Sisters girls’ secondary
school in east Jerusalem, pupils’ artwork and drawings of Ghattas
adorn noticeboards, with potted histories of her life printed out in
Arabic. “It’s a great thing, we’re really proud as girls studying at the
Rosary Sisters school,” said 16-year-old pupil Mervat Dabebneh.

The girls have learned the story of the saint, and say they take
inspiration from her life. For sainthood, the candidate must have
lived a holy life, as determined by the Catholic Church, and must
usually have at least two miracles to their name, attributable to
prayers made to them posthumously. A miracle that led to
Ghattas’s canonization was the resuscitation of a Palestinian engi-
neer in 2009, who was electrocuted and suffered a heart attack,
but regained consciousness two days later after relatives prayed
to her.

During her life, Ghattas is said to have seen the Virgin Mary in
several apparitions, and nuns talk of miracles she performed then,
including saving a girl who had fallen down a well by tossing her
rosary into the water.

Mysticism and suffering 
Ghattas was born into a devoted Christian family and spent

her life in the Holy Land, working among the poor and setting up
her order and the schools that followed. Galilee native Mariam
Bawardy lived a more troubled, short but mysterious life, and
leaves behind a more modest physical presence. The Bethlehem
monastery where she is buried features a small chapel with a glass
case containing her arm bone. The church is impressively posi-
tioned, however, looking out from a hilltop across the town of
Jesus’s birth in the southern West Bank. After becoming a nun of
the Carmelite order, Bawardy helped found the Carmelite
Monastery in Bethlehem, and died there in 1878, aged 33. She left
behind no schools, but will be venerated.

“Bawardy’s life was dedicated to prayer, and working inside the
monastery,” Sister Feryal Karraa said, sitting in a spartan office
adjoining the chapel. Karraa recounted the miracle leading to
Bawardy’s canonisation-a Palestinian infant born almost strangled
by his umbilical cord was given two days to live, but survived after
prayers to the saint, and is now a healthy schoolboy.

Bawardy’s own existence was one of suffering. Orphaned at a
young age and illiterate, an angry would-be suitor cut her throat
when she refused to convert to Islam, but a mysterious “nun in
blue” is said to have saved her life, the Carmelite order’s website
says. She travelled to France to become a nun, then to India to
help set up a monastery there, and eventually settled in
Bethlehem. —AFP

MOSUL: A file image grab taken from a propaganda video allegedly shows the leader of the Islamic State (IS)
jihadist group, Abu Bakr Al-Baghdadi, aka Caliph Ibrahim, addressing Muslim worshippers at a mosque in the
militant-held northern Iraqi city. —AFP
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LONDON: Rising political star Chuka
Umunna abruptly withdrew yesterday
from the race to become the new leader
of Britain’s defeated centre-left Labor
opposition party, three days after
announcing his intention to run. In a
statement, Umunna blamed the “added
level of pressure that comes with being
a leadership candidate”. “I have not
found it a comfortable experience,” the
36-year-old said. In a Facebook video on
Tuesday, Umunna had said he wanted
to stand for the Labor leadership, fol-
lowing the party’s electoral drubbing
last week and the resignation of Ed
Miliband as leader.

Umunna was the bookmakers’
favorite. His withdrawal leaves Andy
Burnham as the new favorite, with
Yvette Cooper, Mary Creagh and Liz
Kendall the other declared runners so
far. Labor hoped to form the govern-
ment after the May 7 election but was
heavily defeated by Prime Minister
David Cameron’s centre-right
Conservatives.

Urbane and unashamed of enjoying
the high life, Umunna has only served
five years as a member of parliament.
However, he has impressed Labor
grandees such as former Prime Minister
Tony Blair and former European trade
commissioner Peter Mandelson with his
broad appeal to business leaders and
traditional egalitarians alike.

Ethnic minority 
If elected, he would have been the

first ethnic minority leader of a major

British political party and he has spoken
of how his late father’s example of fight-
ing corruption in Nigeria inspired him.
But there was concern about his lack of
experience; with his stint in the shadow
cabinet and membership of an influen-
tial parliamentary committee on finance
his most notable achievements to date.

Umunna, a self-identified “European
social democrat”, has said that Labor
“can’t be afraid to say we want to help
people make their first million,” in a
sharp contrast to tone of the party’s
election campaign. Umunna grew up in
the multi-cultural neighborhood of
Streatham in south London, which he
now represents in parliament. 

His father Bennett, a Nigerian immi-
grant from the Igbo tribe, arrived at
Liverpool docks in the 1960s with only a
suitcase of belongings to his name
before setting up an import-export busi-
ness. His mother, Patricia Milmo, was a
solicitor and daughter of High Court
judge Helenus Milmo, a prosecutor at
the Nuremberg Nazi trials. Bennett, who
had returned to Nigeria to run as an
anti-corruption candidate, died in a road
accident when Umunna was aged 13.
Umunna followed his mother into the
legal profession, and built up a reputa-
tion as a slick operator with a penchant
for exclusive nightclubs and bespoke
suits. — AFP 

Upcoming Labor star 
abruptly withdraws

‘Not found it a comfortable experience’

LONDON: File photo shows Britain’s Shadow business secretary Chuka
Umunna delivering a speech. — AP

LUXEMBOURG: Luxembourg Prime Minister Xavier
Bettel is to wed his gay partner, becoming the first
European Union leader to enter into a same-sex mar-
riage, a symbol of growing social change across the
continent. Bettel, 42, a centre-right politician who
became premier in 2013, wil l  marry Gauthier
Destenay, a Belgian architect, just months after the
conservative Roman Catholic duchy legalised gay
weddings.

The low-key ceremony at the town hall  in
Luxembourg is being deliberately kept out of the
media spotlight and will be followed by weekend-
long private celebrations for around 500 guests,
sources said. Among those invited are Belgian Prime
Minister Charles Michel. As well as being the first
leader in the 28-nation EU to wed a gay partner, Bettel
is only the second in the world after Iceland’s Prime
Minister Johanna Sigurdardottir, who married her
writer partner in 2010. On the eve of his marriage to
Destenay, Bettel said he had not wanted to hide his
sexuality.

“I could have hidden it or repressed it and been
unhappy my whole life. I could have had relations
with someone of the other sex while having homosex-
ual relations in secret,” he told Belgium’s RTBF public
television. “But I told myself that if you want to be a
politician be honest in politics, you have to be honest
with yourself and to accept that you are who you are.”
Same-sex marriage was approved by Luxembourg’s
parliament in June 2014 and the first weddings took
place on January 1, 2015. In August, Bettel said he
would marry Destenay with whom he has been in a
civil union since 2010. “He asked me and I said ‘yes,’”
he told the Los Angeles Times.

‘Warm and sympathetic’ 
Stephane Bern, a broadcaster who is a friend of

Bettel, told the Luxemburger Wort daily: “Everyone
finds this to be a very warm and sympathetic sym-
bol.”“Xavier Bettel wants to stay discreet, there is noth-
ing ostentatious about this ceremony, but the symbol-
ism is very strong-it shows he is a reformist prime min-
ister.” Indeed Bettel symbolises political as well as social
change in Luxembourg, a small very wealthy country
nestled between Belgium, Germany and France that
was one of the founding members of what became the
EU.

He replaced the now-European Commission head
Jean-Claude Juncker as prime minister in December
2013, ending the grizzled veteran’s 19 years of conser-
vative leadership with a promise to modernize the
country. The newlyweds will briefly pose for the media
after exchanging their vows in front of Lydie Polfer,
Bettel’s successor as mayor of Luxembourg. 

They will then host cocktails at the Cercle Cite
municipal building, which housed the original court of
justice of the European Coal and Steel Community, the
EU’s ancestor. But they have postponed their honey-
moon because of Bettel’s busy political schedule which
includes Luxembourg taking over the rotating presi-
dency of the EU on July 1. Bettel is also campaigning to
win a June 7 referendum on a series of reforms, includ-
ing limiting the premier’s term to 10 years and cutting
the voting age to 16 years. Paul Henri Meyer, a lawmak-
er from Juncker’s Christian Social People’s party (CSV)
said the tiny duchy was becoming a standard bearer for
social change across the EU despite its strong Roman
Catholic leanings. “People of the same sex can now also
apply for adoption in Luxembourg,” he said. — AFP

Luxembourg
PM first gay 
EU leader to
get married

CATANIA: Traffickers responsible for a
migrant shipwreck in which more than
700 people died tried to pack hundreds
more onboard, the prosecutor investigat-
ing the Mediterranean’s worst disaster
since World War II has revealed. In three-
and-a-half years as chief prosecutor in
the Sicilian city of Catania, Giovanni Salvi
has ordered the arrest of dozens of peo-
ple smugglers-but none of them has
been alleged to have as much blood on
their hands as Mohammed Ali Malek, the
Tunisian captain of the recklessly over-
crowded boat that capsized and sank off
Libya on the night of April 18/19.

Hundreds of the victims were locked
in the hold, their panicked reactions hav-
ing contributed to the vessel toppling
over following a collision with a mer-
chant ship sent to its aid. Having seen
photographs of the inside of the sunken
wreck Salvi has no doubt that the scale
of the disaster was as great as depicted
by the 24 migrants who survived.

“We will never know the exact num-
ber but I fear we will be in a position to
confirm a death toll close to 800,” the 63-

year-old veteran of Sicily’s battles with
the mafia told AFP in an interview. And it
could have been much worse. “There
were supposed to be 1,200 people on
the boat but after having stuffed every-
one into every possible corner, they liter-
ally could not get anyone else onboard
before they left Libya,” Salvi said.

The prosecutor’s examination of
events on that fateful night was now
complete and he said a decision would
be made soon on whether Malek, 27,
would stand trial on charges of culpable
homicide, causing a shipwreck, confine-
ment of human beings and collusion in
illegal immigration. A Syrian who is
alleged to have served as first mate on
the boat is also in custody awaiting pos-
sible trial on lesser charges.

Libya vacuum 
The wreck was the third significant

disaster of its kind that has landed on
Salvi’s desk as the migrant flux from
North Africa has reached unprecedented
proportions in the last 18 months. More
than 200,000 people have landed at

Italy’s ports since the start of 2014 and
more than 5,000 have perished in the
attempt to get there. The first two major
wrecks were easier to deal with because
the boats had left from Egypt, where
Italy’s judiciary can count on good coop-
eration with the local authorities.

“Three traffickers we believe to be the
bosses of the criminal gang behind these
(first two) wrecks were arrested,” Salvi
said. “But in Libya there is no authority to
cooperate with.” Salvi describes the
smugglers as well organized but dis-
counts suggestions they form a single
network or that they are working hand-
in-hand with Italian organized crime.

Traffickers dealing with refugees from
Syria, Eritrea and Somalia often offer a
made-to-measure travel service
designed to get the client to their
desired final destination. Their business
depends on trust but they can also be
ruthless when required: in Catania last
year, smugglers abducted ten migrant
youths as part of a ploy to ensure their
relatives met agreed payments for their
trips. — AFP 

Prosecutor fighting 
the trafficking tide
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BEIJING: Visiting Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi told his Chinese counter-
part yesterday that Beijing needs to
“reconsider its approach” to relations
between the Asian giants, as the Hindu
nationalist leader departed from the usual
diplomatic pleasantries. Modi, who
despite his hardline reputation has moved
to engage with Beijing since his election
last year, made the remarks after being
welcomed to the Great Hall of the People
by Premier Li Keqiang. 

“I stressed the need for China to recon-
sider its approach on some of the issues
that hold us back from realising full poten-
tial of our partnership,” Modi said, adding
that he “suggested that China should take
a strategic and long-term view of our rela-
tions”. His comments stood out from the
usual public declarations by diplomatic
visitors to Beijing, who normally stick to
uninterrupted pledges of friendship and
good relations. The world’s two most pop-
ulous nations are jockeying for regional
influence in Asia and their relationship is
coloured by a brief but bloody 1962 bor-
der war over the northeastern Indian state
of Arunachal Pradesh, parts of which
Beijing claims as South Tibet.

Another bone of contention is what
Beijing sees as Delhi’s support of the Dalai
Lama-a Nobel Peace Prize laureate whom
China considers a separatist-and the
Tibetan government in exile, both based
in India. “Our relationship has been com-
plex in recent decades,” Modi said, adding
there were issues that “trouble smooth
development of our relations”. “But, we
have a historic responsibility to turn this
relationship into a source of strength for
each other and a force of good for the
world,” he said, adding that the Chinese
leadership had been “responsive” in the
meetings.

Selfies with Premier 
“We are committed to set a new direc-

tion between the two largest Asian coun-
tries,” he said. ‘More common interests
than differences’ - Modi began his three-
day visit on Thursday in Xian, the capital of
Chinese President Xi Jinping’s home

province Shaanxi, where he was hosted by
the head of state. This was the first time Xi
had welcomed a foreign leader to his
hometown, Chinese media reported.

In another moment of warmth, a selfie
of Modi and Li smiling in the sunshine at
what appeared to be Beijing’s Temple of
Heaven was posted on both the Indian
leader’s Sina Weibo Chinese social media
account and Twitter-access to which is
blocked in China. “It’s selfie time!” Modi
captioned the picture on Twitter. “Thanks
Premier Li.”

After their formal meeting, Li said in a
speech: “We do not deny that there are
some disagreements between us, but we
have far more common interests than dif-
ferences. “We agree that we need to keep
up the momentum on the special repre-
sentatives’ talks on the boundary question
and seek a fair, reasonable and mutually
acceptable solution.” The two countries
signed 24 documents, including agree-
ments to cooperate in fields ranging from
aerospace and railways to tourism and
education, although no details were giv-

en, as well as open consulates in Chennai
and Chengdu. But China has become
increasingly assertive in territorial disputes
in recent years and relations remain deli-
cate, as demonstrated by the mixed rheto-
ric.

“The bilateral relationship is still vulner-
able to many sensitive issues,” said an edi-
torial in the Global Times, affiliated with
the Communist Party mouthpiece
People’s Daily. “Lack of mutual trust still
disturbs both sides.” China is India’s
biggest trading partner with two-way
commerce totaling $71 billion in 2014. But
India’s trade deficit with China has soared
from just $1 billion in 2001-02 to more
than $38 billion last year, Indian figures
show. 

After his meeting with Li, Modi told stu-
dents at Beijing’s elite Tsinghua University
that India’s democracy and youthful pop-
ulation were key assets for his country.
“India has 1.2 billion people, and 800 mil-
lion below 35 years old,” he said. “This is a
very good advantage, and democracy is
also a key advantage to us.” — AFP 

Modi: Progress with 
Li on decisive issues 

Leaders try hand at ‘selfie’ diplomacy

KATHMANDU: Nepalese rescuers yesterday found three bodies
near the wreckage of a US Marine helicopter that disappeared earlier
this week while on a relief mission in the earthquake-hit Himalayan
nation, and officials said it was unlikely there were any survivors from
the crash. “The wreckage of the helicopter was found in pieces and
there are no chances of any survivors,” Nepal’s Defense Secretary
Iswori Poudyal said. He gave no details about the nationalities of the
three victims, only saying their remains were charred.

The helicopter was carrying six Marines and two Nepalese army
soldiers. The US Marines said they were sending their own rescue
team to assess the wreckage and determine if it was the missing heli-
copter, the UH-1 “Huey.” The suspected wreckage was found about
24 kilometers from the town of Charikot, near where the aircraft had
gone missing on Tuesday while delivering humanitarian aid to vil-
lages hit by two deadly earthquakes, according to the US military
joint task force in Okinawa, Japan.

The area is near Gothali village in the district of Dolakha, about 80
kilometers northeast of Nepal’s capital Kathmandu. The discovery of
the wreckage, first spotted by Nepalese ground troops and two
army helicopters yesterday, followed days of intense search involv-
ing US and Nepalese aircraft and even US satellites.

The US relief mission was deployed soon after a magnitude-7.8
quake hit April 25, killing more than 8,200 people. It was followed by
another magnitude-7.3 quake on Tuesday that killed 117 people and
injured 2,800. The helicopter had been delivering rice and tarps in
Charikot, the area worst hit by Tuesday’s quake. It had dropped off
supplies in one location and was en route to a second site when con-
tact was lost.

US military officials said earlier this week that an Indian helicopter
in the air nearby had heard radio chatter from the Huey aircraft
about a possible fuel problem. A total of 300 US military personnel
have been supporting the aid mission in Nepal, which includes three
Hueys, four Marine MV-22B Ospreys, two KC-130 Hercules and four
Air Force C-17 Globemaster heavy-lift aircraft. The Huey helicopter
that crashed was from Marine Light Attack Helicopter squadron 469
based at Camp Pendleton, California. — AP 

Rescuers find
bodies near

crashed chopper

BEIJING: India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi (center right) and Chinese
Premier Li Keqiang (center left) take pictures with child performers at a taiji
and yoga event during a visit to the Temple of Heaven park. — AFP 

KATHMANDU: A Nepalese army chopper, that spotted the
suspected wreckage of a US Marine helicopter, lands at
the airport. — AP

BEIJING: A prominent Chinese rights lawyer taken
into custody a year ago was formally indicted on
charges of fanning ethnic hatred and provoking
trouble, prosecutors said yesterday. A Beijing prose-
cutors office said in a statement that Pu Zhiqiang
should be criminally prosecuted for his online com-
ments that fanned ethnic hatred and those that
insulted people in a disruption of social order.

Pu was taken away last May after he attended a
private meeting commemorating the 25th anniver-
sary of a bloody crackdown on pro-democracy
demonstrators in Beijing’s Tiananmen Square. Pu is
best known for his successful efforts to abolish
China’s labor camps, which allowed police to lock
up people for up to four years without a trial or judi-
cial review. Before his detention, he was trying to
call attention to the long-standing but extrajudicial

practice by the ruling Communist Party to lock up
its members accused of wrongdoing. 

Prosecutors dropped a more severe charge of
inciting divisions as well as a charge of illegally
obtaining personal information. Mo Shaoping, a
Beijing-based lawyer who is representing Pu, said
he had expected reduced charges but he argued
the two charges in the formal indictment are still
groundless.  “I  don’t think the remaining two
charges have any basis,” Mo said.

Earlier this month, the US State Department
called for Pu’s release, and Beijing told Washington
not to interfere with China’s judicial affairs. The
charges largely stem from postings in which Pu
questioned China’s ethnic policies and practices fol-
lowing violence by members of the ethnic minority
Uighurs and criticized some public figures. The eth-

nic violence has left hundreds of people dead in
China in the last couple of years.  Although Beijing
has blamed it on religion-influenced terrorists with
foreign ties, Pu is among people who have asked for
a review of China’s ethnic practices and policies.

“If Xinjiang is indeed part of China, don’t treat it
as a colony, don’t behave like conquerors and loot-
ers,” Pu wrote on his microblog, which had been
shut down by the authorities. In social media, Pu
also criticized some public figures or made sarcastic
remarks about them. For example, he suggested
that a mayor was shameless for serving three differ-
ent party chiefs.  Pu also poked fun at an octogenar-
ian national delegate who has never voted no dur-
ing her six-decade tenure at the national congress
by suggesting she would be honored if she should
die now.— AP 

China detains lawyer for making trouble
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JAKARTA: More than 1,000 people fleeing persecution in Myanmar
and poverty in Bangladesh came ashore in different parts of
Southeast Asia yesterday, becoming the latest migrants to slip into
countries that have made it clear they are not welcome. Weak, hun-
gry and dehydrated, most of the migrants were crammed onto
three boats that Indonesian fisherman towed ashore, while another
106 people were found on a Thai island Thursday and brought to
the mainland, authorities said.

Myanmar, in its first official comments as the crisis escalated in
the past two weeks, indicated it won’t take back migrants who claim
to be Rohingya, an ethnic Muslim minority who are denied citizen-
ship in Myanmar and are effectively stateless. “We cannot say that
the migrants are from Myanmar unless we can identify them,” said
government spokesman Ye Htut. “Most victims of human trafficking
claim they are from Myanmar is it is very easy and convenient for
them.”

Another official, Maj Zaw Htay, said that Myanmar “will not
attend a regional meeting hosted by Thailand if ‘Rohingya’ is men-
tioned on the invitation.” Even the name is taboo in Myanmar,
which calls them Bengalis and insists they are illegal immigrants
from Bangladesh, even though Rohingya have lived in the majority-
Buddhist country for generations.

Human trafficking 
Thailand has convened a meeting of senior officials for May 29,

but the Myanmar officials’ comments show the difficulty in resolv-
ing what has become a spiraling humanitarian crisis. Southeast
Asia for years tried to quietly ignore the plight of Myanmar’s 1.3
million Rohingya but is now being confronted with a dilemma
that in many ways it helped create. In the last three years, more
than 120,000 Rohingya have boarded ships to flee to other coun-
tries, paying huge sums to human traffickers. But following
arrests and other moves in a growing regional crackdown, some
captains and smugglers have abandoned the ships, leaving
migrants to fend for themselves, according to aid workers and
human rights groups.

Most are believed to be heading to Malaysia, a Muslim country
that has hosted more than 45,000 Rohingya over the years but
now says it can’t accept any more. Indonesia and Thailand have
voiced similar stances. Earlier this week, about 1,600 migrants
were rescued by the Malaysian and Indonesian navies, but both
countries then sent other boats away. It wasn’t clear whether

those who came ashore yesterday had been turned away earlier.
As boats arrived in scattered spots of Southeast Asia yester-

day, it was increasingly clear that nobody knows how many boats
are adrift or where.

One boat found yesterday off Indonesia’s Aceh province had
790 people, including 61 children and 61 women, many weak
from lack of food and water, said Lt. Col. Sunarya, who uses only
one name. Fishermen spotted the boat on the verge of sinking
and towed it to the village of Langsa.

Dehydrated and hungry
“Some of the people told police they were abandoned at sea

for days and Malaysian authorities had already turned their boat
away,” said Sunarya, a Langsa police chief who said the migrants
came from Myanmar and Bangladesh. About 25 kilometers south
of Langsa, fishermen rescued a smaller boat carrying 47
Rohingya, also dehydrated and hungry, said police chief Dicky
Sandoni, from Aceh’s Tamiang district. In neighboring North
Sumatra province, fishermen rescued a third boat with 96 weak
and hungry people adrift in a motor-less boat, said Capt Suroso of
the Langkat district police. They were provided basic shelter and
food, he said.

Separately, the Thai navy found 106 people, mostly men but
including 15 women and two children, on a small island Thursday
off the coast of Phang Nga province, an area known as the Surin
Islands and famous for its world-class scuba diving. “It’s not clear
how they ended up on the island,” said Prayoon Rattanasenee,
the Phang Nga provincial governor. The group said they were
Rohingya from Myanmar. “We are in the process of identifying if
they were victims of human trafficking.” They were brought to a
police immigration facility in southern Phang Nga.

Myanmar’s Rohingya have limited access to education and
health care and cannot move around freely. They have been
attacked by the military and chased from their homes and land by
extremist Buddhist mobs. Neighboring countries fear that accept-
ing a few Rohingya would result in an unstoppable flow of poor,
uneducated migrants. UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon said he
was “alarmed by reports that some countries may be refusing entry
to boats carrying refugees and migrants,” according to a statement
from his office Thursday. Ban urged governments in the region to
“facilitate timely disembarkation and keep their borders and ports
open in order to help the vulnerable people who are in need.” —AP

1k migrants land 
in Indonesia 

Growing crisis seeks desperate solution

Factory fire broke 
employment laws

MANILA: A factory where a fire killed 72 people violated
employment laws, the Philippines’ top labor official said
yesterday, as more witness reports emerged about the
victims being trapped behind iron grill bars shouting for
help. The workers who died Wednesday fled to the sec-
ond floor of the two-story rubber slipper factory but iron
grills on windows prevented their escape, according to a
relative and witnesses. A congressman said Friday that
the building lacked fire sprinklers. Workers at a nearby
factory told ABS-CBN television that people watched
helplessly as many of the victims were begging for help
from the windows as flames and black smoke engulfed
the building.

At least 104 workers at the Kentex Manufacturing
Corp. were recruited by an illegal sub-contractor, Labor
Secretary Rosalinda Baldoz said. She said owners will be
summoned to answer the charges next week. Officials
couldn’t say how many workers were at the factory in
Valenzuela city, a northern Manila suburb, because
records were lost. It was one of the worst fires in the
country after the 1996 disco blaze that killed 162 people. 

Lax inspections 
Another fire at a budget hotel in 2001 killed 75. Rep

Karlo Alexei Nograles, chairman of the Committee on
Labor of the House of Representatives, said he will open
an inquiry into the tragedy focusing on the occupational
safety practices of the factory. Another representative,
Magtanggol Gunigundo Jr, said the building that was
gutted did not have fire sprinklers. National police
Deputy Director General Leonardo Espina said they will
file charges against “all those accountable and those at
fault.” The International Labor Organization urged the
Philippines to tighten its labor safety and health stan-
dards, while national workers’ federations criticized labor
officials for lax inspections of workplaces.

“Everyone has the right to work in a safe and healthy
environment, regardless of the industry they are in or the
type of work that they do. We can make workplaces safer
by improving working conditions in factories,” ILO
Director-General Guy Ryder said in a statement. Lito
Ustarez,  vice chairman of the left-wing May One
Movement labor federation, said workers at the factory
had reported that in addition to barriers on windows,
which are used to prevent theft but are a violation of
occupational health and safety regulations, the company
also did not conduct fire drills. Valenzuela Mayor Rex
Gatchalian said the fire was apparently ignited by sparks
from welding work at the factory’s main entrance door,
triggering an explosion of the chemicals used to make
the slippers. Workers fled to the second floor where they
were trapped, he said. —AP

ACEH: Newly arrived Bangladeshi migrants pour water on the head of a man who had fainted at Kuala
Langsa Port in Langsa. —AP 

MANILA: Fireman prepares to douse a still-smoldering
Kentex rubber slipper factory in Valenzuela city. —AP
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AUSTIN: Efforts by Texas Republicans to defy
the US Supreme Court if gay marriage is legal-
ized took a major setback yesterday when time
expired on a bill that would prohibit govern-
ment employees from issuing marriage licenses
to same-sex couples. Republicans had until mid-
night to pass the measure in the Texas House,
which they overwhelmingly control. But the bill
never even reached a vote as outnumbered
Democrats used stall tactics to keep the bill at
the back of the line.

“We’re sending a message to Texas that this
is worth fighting for. We’re not in the majority.
We don’t control the ship. But we can help to
steer it in the right direction,” Democratic state
Rep. Celia Israel said. Nearly every House
Republican sponsored the legislation. But Texas
business groups, pointing to backlash over
recent Indiana and Arkansas laws that gay rights
activists consider discriminatory, have urged
lawmakers to set similar measures aside.

Israel, one of two openly gay members of
the Texas House, described it as a difficult day
awaiting the fate of the measure. In February, a
member of her staff married her lesbian partner
in Austin after getting permission from a judge -
the first gay couple in Texas to marry since a
2005 state constitutional ban on gay marriage.

Three weeks later, Republican state Rep Cecil
Bell filed his bill to prohibit state and local offi-
cials from giving marriage licenses to gay cou-
ples. Bell said early yesterday he wasn’t giving
up, but with only two weeks left before the
Legislature adjourns, there is no easy path for
another chance. More than 20 bills were still
stacked in front of Bell’s when time expired.

No-hope bill 
“There was a bunch of folks who don’t

think that state sovereignty is a high priority,”
Bell said. Outnumbered Democrats bled the

clock to midnight. They stalled with lengthy
debates over noncontroversial issues and
tied up the floor with a no-hope bill to raise
the state minimum wage to $10.10 an hour,
knowing that Republicans would have sacri-
fice other legislation to move up the anti-gay
marriage measure.

Despite emotions running high on both
sides, the atmosphere in the Capitol matched
the slow pace on the floor. The House gallery
was largely empty most of the day, with nei-
ther opponents nor supporters making their
presence felt. Texas Republicans saw the bill
as a way to put the state at the forefront of
resistance if the Supreme Court upholds
same-sex marriage. If signed by Abbott, it
could lay the groundwork for Texas to poten-

tially raise new legal battles over its ability to
regulate marriage licenses. But legal experts
have cast doubt over how much success
Texas would have mounting such a challenge.

The Alabama Supreme Court earlier this
year already prohibited county officials in
that state from issuing marriage licenses to
same-sex couples.  Lawmakers in South
Carolina are also pushing a bill similar to
what was filed in Texas. With the Texas
Legislature less than three weeks from
adjourning, Republicans have accelerated
legislation that gay rights activists consider
hostile. This week began with the Senate giv-
ing approval for clergy members to refuse to
perform marriages that violate their religious
beliefs. —AP

Texas anti-gay marriage bill dead 

Deadline passes as Democrats block legislature

AUSTIN: Texas Rep Cecil Bell, R-Magnolia, talks about his proposed bill
that would penalize county and local officials for issuing gay marriage
licenses. —AP

Missouri govt

ends in chaos
JEFFERSON CITY: Missouri Republicans began 2015 with
some of their largest legislative majorities in state history and a
renewed hope for putting a conservative stamp on state gov-
ernment. They entered the final hours of their legislative ses-
sion yesterday in turmoil, with the House speaker resigning
amid scandal and the Senate stalled by Democrats angry about
the way the GOP had forced the passage of a bill limiting union
powers.

“Obviously, it’s been a tumultuous end of the session,” said
House Majority Leader Todd Richardson, of Poplar Bluff, who
was expected to be elected Yesterday morning to the cham-
ber’s top position of speaker. Richardson will be replacing
House Speaker John Diehl, a Republican from suburban St.
Louis, who is resigning after acknowledging that he exchanged
sexually suggestive text messages with a college freshman
who was a Capitol intern.

Legislators face a 6 pm CDT deadline to pass legislation this
year. But the House did not work Thursday, because of all the
chaos. The Senate has done little work all week. Minority party
Democrats have prevented votes on virtually everything in the
Senate after Republicans employed a rarely used procedural
motion to shut off debate Tuesday evening and force a vote on
a right-to-work bill. The House then gave the measure final
approval Wednesday, sending it to Democratic Gov Jay Nixon,
who is likely to veto it.

Strong-armed Republicans 
The bill would bar workplace contracts that impose manda-

tory union fees on all employees, even those who are not
union members. Democrats, who strongly oppose it, were par-
ticularly upset about the strong-armed way Republicans
passed it. So they have blocked even mundane Senate votes.
“The defiance that we are engaged in is a consequence of the
tyranny of the majority,” said state Sen. Jason Holsman, a
Democrat from Kansas City. Richardson said he expects the
House to get back to work yesterday, after Diehl’s resignation is
finalized. But there are only a limited number of bills the House
could send to the governor without the Senate also voting on
them. —AP
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SAN FRANCISCO: The original charges were
shocking: Six San Francisco police officers were
accused of stealing from drug dealers. Then fed-
eral prosecutors released racist and homophobic
text messages. Those texts have now turned a
small-time police corruption case into a racially
charged scandal, thrusting a diverse and liberal
city into the national debate over policing in
minority communities.

“We now know this can happen in San
Francisco,” San Francisco District Attorney
George Gascon said. “We’re certainly not immune
to the problems that we have seen in Baltimore,
Staten Island, South Carolina.” The San Francisco
turmoil comes amid growing tensions between
police departments and communities of color.
Large, sometimes violent protests over police
treatment of black suspects have occurred in sev-
eral cities over the last two years. That has put
police under a microscope. Three Fort
Lauderdale, Florida, police officers were fired last
month and a fourth resigned after they were
found to have exchanged racist messages about
colleagues and the predominantly black neigh-
borhood they patrolled.

In San Francisco, Police Chief Greg Suhr has
moved to fire eight officers, two of whom have
since retired. Six others also are facing some kind
of discipline. The district attorney, meanwhile, is
looking into whether the department’s racial
problems run deeper than the officers implicat-
ed. “In the process of looking at the text mes-
sages, increasingly I became uneasy that this may
not be localized to the 14 officers that were being
reported, but that we may have some systemic
issues,” Gascon said.

Systemic racism
San Francisco Police spokesman Albie

Esparza says the department supports the dis-
trict attorney’s examination, but disputes any
suggestion that the police force of 2,100 sworn

officers may suffer from systemic racism. “This
was an isolated incident,” Esparza said. “To say
it’s systemic is unfounded.” The San Francisco
police department hasn’t faced widespread
allegations of discrimination since Officers for
Justice, a group of minority officers, sued the
department in 1973. After the Department of
Justice joined the lawsuit, the department set-
tled the case in 1979 and agreed to hire more
minorities and women. Nearly half of the sworn
officers are minorities today. News of the racist
texts prompted outrage among community
leaders. The Rev. Amos Brown, president of the
NAACP’s San Francisco chapter and minister at
Third Baptist Church, said he wasn’t surprised.

“We have seen this. We have lived this. We
have breathed this discrimination,” he said.
Lawyers for several implicated officers charac-
terized the text messages as “banter” and failed
attempts at humor. In one, Sgt. Yulanda
Williams was called racist and sexist names by
one of the texting officers when she was pro-
moted to sergeant in 2011. “We really have not
moved as forward as we thought,” she said. “I’m
not prepared to say this was an isolated inci-
dent. This is just the tip of the iceberg.” At least
one of the accused officers, Michael Robinson,
is white and openly gay. Another, Sgt. Ian
Furminger, is white. Police officials have so far
declined to release the racial composition of
the other implicated officers.

Officer Rain Daugherty said in a lawsuit filed
Monday to halt his termination that he is
“deeply ashamed” of the texts he wrote and
that they are “unreflective of his strong com-
mitment to exemplary community policing of
all San Francisco’s diverse citizens.” Daugherty
argues that he and the other officers shouldn’t
be fired because the department obtained the
inflammatory texts in December 2012 but
didn’t start the disciplinary process until two
years later.

Corruption scandals 
The department says the texts were part of

the corruption investigation and couldn’t be dis-
closed to administrators until the criminal cases
concluded. It all started at the Henry Hotel in San
Francisco’s gritty Tenderloin neighborhood.
Hotel residents arrested in police raids began
complaining in late 2010 to their public defend-
ers that officers had entered their rooms without
warrants and, on occasion, stole their valuables.

Public defender Jeff Adachi and his staff
then obtained and sifted through 18 months of
video surveillance captured by the hotel’s secu-
rity cameras. The videos showed officers enter-
ing the building then leaving with bags and
other items that were never accounted for in
evidence logs or court proceedings. The video
also appeared to show officers entering rooms
without warrants or permission from the resi-
dents. The public defenders used the videos to
confront and contradict officers’ testimony,
leading to several criminal cases being dis-
missed. Adachi also called a news conference to
announce his findings, releasing the incriminat-
ing videos. Taking note, federal authorities
launched an investigation and charged six
police officers with corruption and related
charges. Investigators twice searched
Furminger’s cellphone, unearthing numerous
offensive and racist texts with fellow officers.
They included slurs against blacks, Mexicans,
Filipinos and gays, and feature officers repeat-
edly using the phrase “white power.”

Furminger is currently serving a 41-month
prison sentence in a Colorado prison. He is
appealing his conviction, and his attorney Mark
Goldrosen declined comment. In a court filing,
Furminger denied that he was “a virulent racist
and homophobe.” The court filing said
Furminger’s “close friends include many per-
sons of different races and different sexual ori-
entation.” —AP 

San Francisco police 
caught racist texting

National debate over policing in minority communities

Christie charming 
voters, ‘Bridegate’ 

still persists
DOVER: In the middle of a crowd at a brick-walled bar in
Dover, Chris Christie is at ease, charming several hundred
beer-drinking New Hampshire voters, when he decides to
take a final question. In an instant, the mood changes as
Eileen Sahagian, born and raised in New Jersey, tells the
governor of her native state she was “beyond horrified” by
the role his aides are accused of playing in creating traffic
jams near a busy bridge to punish a mayor who declined to
endorse his re-election.

“I’m worried about having a president who has people
around him who think that that’s OK,” she said. While
Christie isn’t yet officially running for president, it’s clear he
and his team are staking his likely bid for the GOP nomina-
tion on success in New Hampshire and its first-in-the-nation
primary. Moments like the one last week with Sahagian at
the bar in Dover illustrate the challenge before him.

In such town halls and one-on-one settings, Republicans
and independents in New Hampshire appear drawn to
Christie’s brash personality and early forays into policy. But
while most of the nearly three dozen voters, activists and
political operatives interviewed by The Associated Press in
recent weeks are dismissive of what they call the “bridge
thing,” many are skeptical he can ever get past it.

Heavy baggage 
“I think he’s great. Talk about gutsy. He’s the first guy

that’s actually told us how he’s going to save Social Security
and Medicare,” said Jack Balcom, a state representative
from Merrimack, after seeing Christie at a diner. Balcom said
he didn’t know why reporters keep bringing up the George
Washington Bridge scandal, which led to the indictment of
two former Christie allies and the guilty plea of another. But
when asked whether Christie has a chance of winning the
GOP nomination, his take on the matter changed.

“He’s not going to be the nominee, for sure,” Balcom
said. “We’ve got a lot of other good candidates and you
know, Christie does have that baggage with the bridge,
unfortunately.” Bill Ostrom met Christie at a restaurant near
his home in the western New Hampshire town on Sunapee.
“Everybody’s so tired of hearing the baloney that it’s nice to
hear somebody that, at least as far as we can tell, speaks
what he thinks and he’s not afraid to do it,” said Ostrom,
who owns a construction company.

Yet while he accused the media paying too much atten-
tion to the bridge issue, he nevertheless acknowledged its
impact. “All you need is one little thing like that to just kind
of foul up the works,” he said. Christie minimizes the scan-
dal as best he can. He was asked recently how Americans
can trust a Christie White House wouldn’t face indictments,
given what happened with the bridge. But he dismissed the
question as “silly” and told people at the Dover town hall
that he was done apologizing.

“I’m moving on from it now,” he said, “because I’ve lived
through 15 months of three investigations that have now
confirmed everything I said 15 months ago.” His New
Hampshire strategy includes delivering a series of policy
speeches, playing up his personality and making the argu-
ment his experience as a Republican governor leading an
overwhelmingly Democratic state has taught him what it
takes to get things done in Washington. —AP

SAN FRANCISCO: In this file photo, San Francisco Police Chief Greg Suhr speaks during a news conference
at the Hall of Justice. —AP

PEMBROKE: New Jersey Gov Chris Christie, a like-
ly Republican 2016 presidential candidate,
addresses a crowd during a town hall style event
at an American Legion post. —AP
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1916 20France and China aim to 
win developing markets

Funds from emerging
markets cruising again

Philippine fire death trap 
shows sweatshop abuses

Why I skipped the bank, 
took loan from ‘peers’

SHENZHEN: This photo taken on Thursday shows visitors taking photos of a 50-m-long and 30-m-high Artron Wall on display at the 11th International Culture Industry Fair in this city
in south China’s Guangdong province. — AFP 

BEIJING: Foreign direct investment (FDI) into China
jumped more than 10 percent year-on-year in April, the
commerce ministry said yesterday, accelerating significant-
ly from previous months despite slowing growth in the
world’s second-largest economy. FDI, which excludes
financial sectors, rose 10.5 percent to $9.61 billion, the min-
istry said, after rises of 2.2 percent in March and only 0.9
percent in February. For the first four months of the year, it
increased 11.1 percent to $44.49 billion, the ministry said,
describing it as “stable” in a statement.

“Investment in the service sector increased rapidly,”
ministry spokesman Shen Danyang told reporters. China’s
service industries saw FDI rise 24.8 percent year-on-year in
the first four months, contrasting with a 5.4 percent fall in
manufacturing investment. In the January-April period,
investment from the 28-member European Union rose 22.2
percent to $2.52 billion. But from Japan it fell 7.8 percent to
$1.44 billion, and from the US it slumped 28.4 percent to
$880 million.

China drew a total of $119.6 billion of FDI in 2014, up 1.7

percent, while overseas direct investment (ODI) surged to
$102.9 billion, rising 14.1 percent and passing the $100 bil-
lion mark for the first time as Chinese companies look else-
where with the domestic economy slowing. China’s gross
domestic product expanded 7.4 percent last year, the slow-
est since 1990, and growth weakened further to 7.0 per-
cent in the January-March period, the worst quarterly result
in six years.

Authorities have taken a series of steps to stimulate the
economy, including a third interest rate cut in six months
at the weekend. ODI rose 36.1 percent to $34.97 billion in
January-April, the ministry said. Investment into the
European Union leaped 487 percent, largely due to a previ-
ously announced petrochemical deal in the Netherlands,
and it increased 33.5 percent into the US, but into Australia
it plummeted 65 percent, the ministry said without giving
totals. It did not immediately provide monthly figures for
April’s ODI.

ODI into Germany surged 246 percent year-on-year in
the first quarter to $210 million, Shen said. The two

economies are “strongly complementary” and Beijing will
continue to “encourage and support” Chinese companies
investing in Germany, he added. “Investment cooperation
can not only help Chinese firms obtain advanced technolo-
gy and international distribution networks to improve their
competitiveness, but also can benefit German companies
with market access in China and expand their market
share,” he said.

Germany Trade & Invest, the European powerhouse’s
economic development agency, said in a report last month
that China was the country’s largest greenfield investor in
2014 with 190 projects. China’s own appeal as an invest-
ment destination has been declining in recent years owing
to rising labour and land costs,  competition from
Southeast Asian countries such as Vietnam, and concerns
over official investigations. At the same time China has
been actively acquiring foreign assets, particularly energy
and resources, to power its economy, with firms encour-
aged to make overseas acquisitions to gain market access
and international experience.  — AFP 

FDI into China rises in April
Investment in service sector increases rapidly
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LONDON: Investors used to thinking that vast
quantities of cheap central bank money make
financial assets a one-way bet have had a rude
awakening in recent weeks, as that same conven-
tional wisdom created frailties in the functioning of
markets. The latest correction may look little more
than a blip in a eight-year rally. But it has exposed a
painful truth about an essential issue - liquidity.
Global central banks have pumped $11 trillion into
the economy since 2007. That abundance of cash
has made it harder for investors to sell their finan-
cial assets without triggering wild price swings.

The flood of liquidity helped drive asset prices to
record levels. It also convinced investors that prices,
in both safe-haven bonds and riskier equities,
would keep rising. The problem is that liquid mar-
kets by definition need to work both ways, and
increasingly investors find themselves all heading
the same way. Markets have become, in the jargon,
illiquid. “You are getting surprisingly large price
moves on very little news, and everyone is increas-
ingly conscious that the underlying cause is herd-
ing,” said Citi strategist Matt King. “These markets
that trend strongly are prone to abrupt reversals
almost without cause.”

For those invested in the more esoteric or high-

risk assets, like junk bonds and emerging-market
currencies, liquidity has never been taken for grant-
ed. Price volatility is commonplace. Now the sell-off
that began in euro zone bonds last month is show-
ing just how vulnerable perceived safe investments
can be.

Risk Models
Analysts have struggled to pin down the exact

trigger for the turnaround, but top-rated German
bond markets - where yields are negligible and
investors have strict loss limits - were at the epicen-
tre of the shock. JPMorgan said one consequence of
central bank largesse is that investors assume it
ushers in a period of calm on financial markets.
They apply ‘value-at-risk’ models that encourage
them to increase the size of their positions to reflect
the low volatility.

In the main, this has worked But the proliferation
of the models means that when sentiment changes
and everyone heads for the exit at the same time,
the results can be brutal. In October 2014, specula-
tive “shorts” - bets US Treasury bond prices would
fall - reached record levels, just before markets
swung sharply in the other direction, data from
CFTC, a US government agency that monitors

futures markets, showed
Three weeks ago, in Europe, the opposite hap-

pened. Investors though a 1 trillion-euro central
bank bond-buying program that began in March
would push yields ever closer to zero. But German
10-year yields have since jumped from a record low
0.05 percent in mid-April to a 2015 high of 0.80 per-
cent. “The extent of some of these intraday moves
has been enormous,” said Andrew Balls, head of
European portfolio management at PIMCO, who
oversees a team managing $400 billion. “It looks
like a symptom of a market where there’s less liq-
uidity, so you get these very significant moves.”

JPMorgan estimated one investor could have
traded 100 contracts of 30-year Bund futures in ear-
ly 2014 without moving the market significantly.
Now that number has fallen to 20 contracts. Thirty-
year Bund futures have plunged about 24 points, or
2,400 ticks, in the past three weeks. The liquidity
drought and increased volatility may have done
permanent damage to what was once considered a
rock-solid asset. “I think it is a fundamental change.
I don’t think we’ll go down to those levels again,
because everyone’s learned their lesson now,” said
Sandra Holdsworth, and investment manager at
Kames Capital. — Reuters 

Banks chase investor herd into liquidity trap

BEIJING/BRASILIA: France and China are
interested in expanding their cooperation to
win markets in Africa or Asia, French Foreign
Minister Laurent Fabius said yesterday as he
confirmed Chinese Premier Li Keqiang’s
upcoming visit to Paris. “It is taken for grant-
ed that (Li) will travel to Paris and Toulouse at
the end of June, start of July,” the French
minister said during his 10th visit to China.
Fabius met Li in Beijing Friday in the
Zhongnanhai government enclave, near the
Forbidden City, to discuss topics for the
Chinese leader’s trip. It would in particular
include “the development of joint projects in
third markets, be they Asian or African mar-
kets,” said Fabius.

China faces serious industrial overcapaci-
ty and slowing domestic demand, which are
pushing its companies to expand their mar-
kets.  It could benefit from the expertise of
French groups in markets where they are
long-established. The two countries also
intend to strengthen cooperation in “food,
health, services, finance,” the minister said.

French investment in China jumped 29.8
percent year-on-year in the first four months
of 2015, Beijing said yesterday, and Chinese
investment in France has thrived, as evi-
denced by the acquisition of the iconic Club
Med by Chinese conglomerate Fosun. “The
volume of trade has also grown,” said Fabius.
France, however, still has a colossal trade
deficit of around €26 billion ($30 billion) a
year, “it is obviously necessary to gradually
reduce it”, he said.

In a meeting yesterday with Commerce
Minister Gao Hucheng, Fabius also “recalled
French expectations in aviation cooperation,”
according to an official source. European air-
craft manufacturer Airbus, based in Toulouse,
has a Chinese medium-haul A320 assembly
plant and has discussed with its Chinese part-
ners an expansion of their industrial coopera-
tion on the long-haul A330.

Meanwhile, China will invest $50 billion to
help overhaul Brazil’s ageing infrastructure,
the government here announced Thursday,
ahead of an official visit by Li. “There are $50
billion in new projects,” said Jose Graca Lima,
Brazil’s Undersecretary of State with special
responsibility for Asia and Oceania. “We shall
have to await the end of the visit to expand
upon which projects,” he said.

Battling a fifth straight year of poor
growth and engulfed in a political graft
scandal involving its state oil giant
Petrobras, Brazil is seeking to revamp sag-
ging infrastructure ahead of next year’s Rio
Olympics, the first Games to be held in
South America. A Brazilian government
source said Latin America’s biggest econo-
my was determined to overhaul its dilapi-

dated roads, railways, airports and ports. Li
arrives Tuesday in Brasilia on an official visit
and will also visit former capital Rio. The
Chinese premier will also visit Colombia,
Peru and Chile on a South American swing
aimed at building Beijing’s influence in the
region.

China has been Brazil’s chief trading
partner since 2009 and one of its main
sources of foreign investment. Bilateral
trade jumped by a factor of 13 between
2001 and 2013 when it reached $83.3 bil-
lion. Brazilian exports moreover outstripped
imports from China by $8.72 billion in 2013
as the South American giant benefited from
high Chinese demand for commodities.
That demand has since dipped, putting a
brake on Brazilian growth. — Agencies 

France and China aim to 
win developing markets

Beijing to invest $50bn in Brazil

BEIJING: Chinese Premier Li Keqiang (right) shares a light moment with French
Foreign Minister Laurent Fabius during a meeting at the Zhongnanhai leader-
ship compound yesterday. — AFP 

TBILISI: President of the European Bank for Reconstruction
and Development (EBRD) Suma Chakrabarti speaks during
his news conference yesterday. — AFP  

TBILISI: The European Bank for Reconstruction and Development
(EBRD) promised yesterday more funds for ex-Soviet countries,
Central Europe, and Greece, but ruled out new investments in Russia
due to Western economic sanctions over Ukraine. “We have the
potential to expand our investment levels beyond what we are cur-
rently doing and we should use this opportunity where there is real
need and where there is real reform,” the EBRD’s President Suma
Chakrabarti said during the bank’s annual meeting held in the
Georgian capital Tbilisi.

He said the terms of EBRD’s investments pledged to Greece will
depend on the outcome of Athens’ talks with its creditors.”How much
we can do, how many projects, what sectors we can operate in”
would depend on the economic policy agreed to between the Prime
Minister Alexis Tsipras’s radical leftist government and its creditors,
Chakrabarti added. “The need (for investments) is there and that is
why Greece became a country of operations for the EBRD this year,”
he said, adding that the bank has so far “started in a very small way.”

At Athens’ request, the London-based institution announced
in March the launch of a five-year investment program in Greece,
without specifying the volume of funds pledged. On Thursday,
the EBRD issued its first ever economic forecast for Greece, warn-
ing the country of another “major recession” if talks fail with the
International Monetary Fund and the European Union on a mini-
mum set of reforms required to unlock the bailout loan’s last
tranche of €7.2 billion ($8.2 billion). It said that the Greek econo-
my, which grew by 0.8 percent in 2014, would post zero growth
this year and expand by two percent in 2016, provided the nego-
tiations prove successful. — AFP

EBRD to invest in 
Greece, Central 
Europe, ex-USSR



By Ken Sweet

NEW YORK: When I realized I was paying off
six different credit cards and not getting any-
where, I decided to consolidate my debt, like
millions of other Americans. I visited my local
bank, asked for a $15,000 loan but was
offered an interest rate higher than my cards
were charging. So I looked into online lenders
and discovered a growing part of the sharing
economy known as peer-to-peer lending, a
system in which a group of investors pool
money to loan to people like me.

The first company I went to, Upstart, was
willing to lend me money but again, the inter-
est rate was too high. Then I went to Prosper,
the second-largest lender in the industry.
Prosper found investors in my loan in two
days and my money in five. I never visited a
branch or met a loan officer. And the interest
rate of less than 9 percent beat the 13 percent
offered by my brick-and-mortar bank.

After borrowing the money, I wanted to
know more. Who were these “peers” and why
did they think I was such a good credit risk?
The answer took me deep into an industry
that has already attracted some of the biggest
names on Wall Street, like Blackrock and
Goldman Sachs, but remains below the radar
of most federal regulators. Peer-to-peer lend-
ing is still untested by recession, and analysts
say it can carry big risks for investors.
Consumers, largely unfamiliar with the indus-
try, could face interest rates that exceed even
the most expensive credit cards.

The name “peer-to-peer lending” is some-
what misleading. While individuals do lend
money, most of the funding for loans comes
from hedge funds, insurance and investment
companies, and wealth advisers. Prosper, like
the rest of the industry, is seeing exponential
growth. The San Francisco-based service cre-
ated $600 million worth of loans over the first
three months of this year, more than triple
what it did a year earlier, and it’s hiring as
many as 10 loan officers and other employees
a week, says CEO Aaron Vermut.

Prosper competes with Lending Club,
which went public in December, and has
reported a 100-plus percent jump in the
amount of money it loans year over year. Both

companies expect their loan growth to dou-
ble or triple in the foreseeable future. Prosper
and Lending Club are just two of dozens of
companies trying to compete. Some, like
Upstart, specialize in loans for young borrow-
ers with limited credit history. Others, like
OnDeck, which went public last year, focus on
loans to small businesses.

Low Costs 
Peer-to-peers have been able to charge

less than traditional banks largely because
their costs are low. Prosper, Lending Club and
others have no retail branches, and the risk is
passed onto investors. As more investors put
money into these loans, interest rates have
fallen as well. Prosper loans in 2013 had an
average rate of 16.8 percent. In 2015, the rate
is 13.3 percent. Even with this growth, peer-
to-peer lending is tiny compared with big
banks. JPMorgan, for example, has $187 bil-
lion in consumer loans on its balance sheet.

One of my lending peers is Don Davis. I
owe him $1,500. Davis’ company, Prime
Meridian Capital Management, owns 10 per-
cent of my loan. “I take you at your word
you’ll pay us back,” Davis joked in an inter-
view. Davis got into peer-to-peer lending in
2012 and owns more than 14,000 loans, in
whole or in pieces. His $60 million-plus Prime
Meridian Income Fund had a return of 8.5 per-
cent in 2014. Like many investors, Davis was
attracted to peer-to-peer lending because
other types of debt, such as bonds, had
become unattractive. With interest rates and
yields stubbornly low, it’s difficult to make
much money in that market.

How does my 9 percent rate compare?
Junk bonds, a risky type of debt, offer a yield
of slightly more than 6 percent. Bonds from
high-rated companies yield around 2 percent.
And one of the safest types of debt, three-
and five-year US Treasury notes, have a yield
of 0.93 percent and 1.50 percent, respectively.
Peer-to-peer lenders charge from 6 percent
for highly qualified borrowers to more than
30 percent for extremely risky applicants. “I
see personal loans as being simple and trans-
parent. That’s why I like them,” Davis said. “We
looked at a lot of different investments that
gave us the yield we were looking for, but

many of them behind the scenes were overly
complex and higher risk.”

Matt O’Malley runs a small investment
company in Wisconsin called Looking Glass
Investments, which invests solely in loans
created by peer-to-peer lending sites. “We
like to invest in people,” O’Malley said. “We’re
able to provide a service that a bank is no
longer able to competitively provide.”
Looking Glass is small, with less than $10 mil-
lion in assets, but it owns more than 6,200
loans and is growing quickly. Looking Glass
had a 10.2 percent return last year on those
investments. I asked O’Malley if he owned
part of my loan, but said he says he only
looks at data, not the person. He uses an in-
house formula to determine the risk of
defaults. “We don’t want to know who you
are,” he said. “We just want the numbers to
tell the story.”

Regulation 
As demand grows, federal regulation has

been slow to keep up with the industry. The
Federal Reserve, the banking industry’s main
regulator, has issued no rules on how the
industry should operate. The Consumer
Financial Protection Bureau has been silent.
Only the Securities and Exchange
Commission has weighed in. In 2010, the
agency ruled that offering peer-to-peer loans
to investors amounted to selling securities
and said Prosper and Lending Club had to be

registered with regulators and provide dis-
closures to investors about where their mon-
ey was going.

But the SEC’s job is to be a regulator for
investors, not consumers. Consumers are
largely protected for the moment. Because
companies like Prosper and Lending Club use
a third-party bank - often it’s Utah-based
WebBank - to process the loan, the loan is
protected under the Truth in Lending Act and
other consumer laws. However, by using a
third-party, the lenders are able to bypass
state usury laws. Most loans are being made
to highly qualified, often high-income bor-
rowers at the moment. But industry execu-
tives acknowledge that the growing interest
in peer-to-peer lending could attract sub-
prime players.

And the industry remains untested. The
loans have not been through an economic
downturn, so there’s no data on how many
could default in a recession.  And because the
loans are unsecured, the only recourse for
investors if a borrower fails to pay them back
is debt collectors. Even industry executives
acknowledge that the runaway growth could
backfire. For instance, while Prosper has seen
substantial growth, the platform is not con-
sistently profitable. “There’s frothiness in the
industry right now,” says Prosper’s Vermut,
“and when the environment changes, we will
find out who’s really running a good busi-
ness.” — AP 
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NEW YORK: AP reporter Ken Sweet poses for a portrait on Thursday. — AP 

Why I skipped the bank, 
took loan from ‘peers’

NEW YORK: An apparently bogus offer to
take over Avon Products that appeared
on a regulatory website sent its stock on a
wild ride Thursday and raised questions
about the security of the online service, a
trusted source of news for investors.
Shares of Avon jumped as much as 20
percent after the takeover offer appeared
on the website maintained by the
Securities and Exchange Commission, a
regulator that oversees stock markets.
But investors soon began to doubt the
offer was real, and the stock gave up
much of that gain.

A company calling itself PTG Capital
Partners said in a document filed with the
SEC that it would pay $8 billion for Avon,
an enormous premium for investors in
the cosmetic giant. But Avon said it had
received no takeover offers, and couldn’t
even confirm if PTG exists. Calls to PTG,
which claimed London as its headquar-
ters in the filing, went unanswered. The
SEC’s filing system is a trusted source for

investors seeking important and timely
disclosures from companies that can
affect stock prices. The fact that a seem-
ingly fake filing about a major company
managed to get posted through the SEC
came as a big surprise to many in the
markets.

Robert Heim, a former lawyer at the
SEC, said a handful of fake filings turn up
every year, but they often involve compa-
nies that don’t exist. This one, which he
described as a “blatant hoax,” was the
first he’s heard of that moved the stock of
such a big company. “The SEC has so
many forms being filed, I don’t think it
can check every one,” Heim said. “But I
think they could do a better job acting as
a gatekeeper.”

The entity calling itself PTG said that it
had submitted a bid of $18.75 per share
to the board at Avon. That was almost
triple the stock’s closing price on
Wednesday. The filing contained many
red flags raising questions about its

Bid for Avon that apparently was not

NORTH ANDOVER, Massachusetts: This July 28, 2010 file photo shows a
container and brush of Super Full mascara by Avon. — AP  

authenticity, including numerous typo-
graphical errors and two different
spellings of the company’s own name.
That would be highly unusual in an
authentic regulatory filing, which would
receive close scrutiny from companies
before being posted.

Another former SEC lawyer said using
the agency’s filing service to push up a

stock would be a brazen act, much like
using unwitting police officers to pull off
a heist. “It’s not some bogus blog post
that’s gone through 15 different countries
and servers,” said Jordan Thomas, now a
partner at Labaton Sucharow. “Any time
you put out false information in the mar-
ketplace, you leave a trail that can be fol-
lowed by law enforcement. — AP 
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WASHINGTON: US industrial produc-
tion fell for a fifth straight month in April
due in part to a further decline in oil and
gas drilling, painting a lackluster picture
of economic growth in the second quar-
ter. The economy’s struggle to pick up
steam after a dismal first quarter was
underscored by other data on Friday
showing a sharp drop in consumer con-
fidence in early May and only a mild
rebound in factory activity in New York
state. Coming on the heels of weak retail
sales and producer inflation data this
week, Friday’s reports suggest the
Federal Reserve will probably not raise
interest rates anytime soon.

“It means in the next month or so we
are unlikely to see a massive rebound in
growth momentum. These are not the
numbers that would inspire confidence
in the Fed to tighten policy,” said Millan
Mulraine, deputy chief economist at TD
Securities in New York. Industrial output
slipped 0.3 percent after a revised 0.3
percent drop in March, the US central
bank said. Economists had forecast
industrial production edging up 0.1 per-
cent after a previously reported 0.6 per-
cent fall in March.

A plunge of 14.5 percent in oil and
gas well drilling pushed mining produc-
tion down 0.8 percent last month. It was
the fourth straight monthly decline in
mining output. Crude oil prices have
fallen by about 50 percent since last
June, resulting in a sharp drop in well
dril l ing activity. Companies l ike
Schlumberger, the world’s No. 1 oilfield
services provider, and Halliburton have
slashed their capital spending budgets
for this year. Caterpillar Inc has cut its
2015 profit outlook and warned that
lower oil prices would hurt its energy
equipment business.

“We see a further drop in mining
investment over the next few quarters
and are not convinced that business
investment ex-mining will be strong
enough to sufficiently offset this drag,”
said Michelle Meyer, a senior economist

at Bank of America Merrill Lynch in New
York. The economy was slammed earlier
in the year by bad weather, port disrup-
tions, the strong dollar and deep spend-
ing cuts by energy firms. The govern-
ment reported last month that GDP
expanded at a 0.2 percent annual pace
in the first quarter. But trade and inven-
tory data published after the GDP snap-
shot suggested the economy actually
contracted.

In a separate report yesterday, the
University of Michigan said its con-
sumer sentiment index fell to 88.6 early
this month from a reading of 95.9 in
April .  US stock indexes were l ittle
changed, while prices for longer-dated
US government bonds rose. The dollar
fell marginally against a basket of cur-
rencies.

Dollar Dampens Manufacturing
Last month, utilities production tum-

bled 1.3 percent, also contributing to
the weakness in industrial output.
Manufacturing production was
unchanged after gaining 0.3 percent in

March. Manufacturing, which accounts
for about 12 percent of the economy,
has been dampened by the strong dol-
lar. Even as the dollar rally fades, manu-
facturing is unlikely to rebound much
because of the challenges in the energy
sector.

In a separate report, the New York
Fed said its Empire State general busi-
ness conditions index rose to 3.09 in
May from -1.19 in April, which had been
the first negative read for the index
since December. Economists polled by
Reuters had expected the index to rise
to 5.0 this month. A reading above zero
indicates expansion. Manufacturing
output in April was restrained by a 0.9
percent drop in machinery production.
Industrial capacity use fell to 78.2 per-
cent last month, the lowest since
January of last year, from 78.6 percent
in March. Officials at the Fed tend to
look at capacity use as a signal of how
much “slack” remains in the economy
and how much room there is for growth
to accelerate before it becomes infla-
tionary. — Reuters 

US factory, consumer 
data darken outlook

NEW YORK: Traders work on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange yester-
day. — AFP 

TOKYO: A man walks by an electronic stock board of a
securities firm yesterday. — AP 

LONDON: Europe’s equities closed down yesterday, losing
steam after an early rally on the back of European Central
Bank chief Mario Draghi’s vow to continue its stimulus pro-
gram for “as long as needed” to stabilise prices. The mood of
investors turned sour in afternoon trading on continuing wor-
ries over Greece, and a new batch of discouraging consumer
data out of the US. London’s benchmark FTSE 100 index of
leading companies closed down 0.18 percent to 6,960.49
points.

In Paris, the CAC 40 dipped 0.71 percent to 4,993.82, while
Frankfurt’s DAX 30 lost 0.98 percent to 11,447.03 points com-
pared with the close on Thursday, when many traders were
away for a public holiday in both European capitals. Eurozone
bond markets meanwhile calmed following a steep sell-off in
recent weeks. Wall Street stocks dropped into the red with
news the University of Michigan’s US consumer sentiment
index plummeted to 88.6 in May, down from 95.9 in April.
That came on the heels of government data Wednesday
showing flat retail sales in April.

As a result the Dow Jones Industrial Average shed 0.07 per-
cent in late morning trades to 18,240.03 points, while tech-
rich Nasdaq Composite Index lost 0.12 percent to 5,044.89.
The S&P 500, by contrast, was up 1.08 percent at 2,121.1
points. The same discouraging news that inspired Wall
Street’s dip was also behind the reversal of European indices
from early gains to late losses.

Asian equities mostly advanced yesterday following a
healthy rally on Wall Street, while Tokyo was supported by a
weaker yen and Hong Kong enjoyed strong buying. Tokyo’s
Nikkei index climbed 0.83 percent and Sydney added 0.66
percent. Hong Kong rallied 1.96 percent on speculation
authorities will soon announce a tie-up between the city’s
index and Shenzhen’s, similar to that with Shanghai. On the
downside, Seoul fell 0.65 percent, while Shanghai shed 1.59
percent. 

“Big missteps in US Empire State manufacturing, industrial
production and preliminary UoM consumer sentiment all took
their toll on the markets this afternoon,” said Spreadex analyst
Connor Campbell. “Given its recent behaviour it was perhaps
too much to ask for the Eurozone to have a consistent, big-
swing-less, end to the week. The region punished those with
such lofty expectations this afternoon... after that flurry of
weak data from the US.”

“After a volatile week there was not quite the appetite for
taking on more risk going into the weekend, especially with
Greece seemingly days away from running out of cash,” con-
curred CMC Markets analyst Jasper Lawler. That downturn in
European contrasted earlier gains fuelled by Draghi’s stimulus
pledge. “After almost seven years of a debilitating sequence
of crises, firms and households are very hesitant to take on
economic risk,” said Draghi in a speech at an International
Monetary Fund forum. “For this reason quite some time is
needed before we can declare success, and our monetary pol-
icy stimulus will stay in place as long as needed for its objec-
tive to be fully achieved on a truly sustained basis,” he said.

With the economy and inflation recently picking up, there
has been speculation that the ECB would wind up early its
unprecedented 1.1 trillion euro ($1.3 trillion) asset-purchase
program, widely known as quantitative easing (QE). — AFP

European stocks
down despite

Draghi pledge

NEW YORK: Oil fell yesterday as renewed worries of a sup-
ply glut weighed on a market feared to be overpriced
from a recent rally. Gasoline and heating oil joined the
slide, pulling the petroleum complex lower, as analysts
and traders said the higher demand for such oil products
and drop in crude stockpiles lately weren’t enough to jus-
tify total inventory numbers. Futures of North Sea Brent oil
are up nearly 20 percent since the end of March, while US
crude has risen almost 30 percent, a rebound that appears
to have overshot and could be about to correct.

“A mood change is in the air,” Eugen Weinberg, global
head of oil and commodities research at Commerzbank in
Frankfurt, told the Reuters Global Oil Forum. “The oil price
rally looks like it may be slowly running of steam.” US
crude was down 48 cents at $59.40 a barrel by 10:53 am
EDT (1453 GMT), having fallen more than $1 earlier as a
stronger dollar pulled down commodities denominated in
the currency, such as oil. For the week, though, U.S. crude
was on track to a ninth straight week of gains. Brent was
down 25 cents at $65.45 a barrel, also dropping more than
$1 earlier in the session. — Reuters 

Oil falls on 
glut worries LONDON: Gold held near three-month highs yesterday, heading

for its biggest weekly gain since mid-January, as soft US consumer
sentiment data weighed on the dollar and further diminished
expectations for a near-term rise in US interest rates. The dollar
eased against the euro in the wake of the report, allowing gold to
extend a three-day rally that took prices to their highest since mid-
February on Thursday at $1,227.04. Spot gold was up 0.2 percent at
$1,223.76 an ounce at 1434 GMT, while US gold futures for June
delivery were down $1.50 an ounce at $1,223.70. Prices are up 3
percent this week.

Recent economic reports have supported market expectations
that the economy is not strong enough for the Fed to start raising
record-low rates from June. Data released yesterday showed US
consumer sentiment fell more than expected this month, though
an earlier report showed manufacturing activity growth in New
York State accelerated in May after weakening for three consecu-
tive months.

“If the data remains soft in the United States, this rally has poten-
tial,” Commerzbank analyst Eugen Weinberg said. “When data is
more on the soft side, the market will be looking for indications on
when the Fed will be raising interest rates. Sentiment recently on gold
has been very weak,” he added.  “Outstanding net length of specula-
tors has been extremely low, so I wouldn’t be surprised to see them
adding to positions over the next days and weeks.” — Reuters 

Gold steadies near 
three-month high 
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LONDON: French economist Thomas
Piketty, best-selling author on inequal-
ity, will teach at the London School of
Economics as a professor at its new
international inequalities division, the
university said. Piketty, 44, will work
on research with postgraduate stu-
dents on a part-time basis and the LSE
said yesterday that it was planning for

him to come over for four days next
year. The economist’s best-selling and
highly controversial book, “Capital in
the Twenty-First Century”, sparked a
political debate about the widening
gap between rich and poor.

“I am thrilled by my appointment
to work in LSE’s new International
Inequalities Institute,” said Piketty,

who is a former student at the univer-
sity. “Rising inequalities is one of the
great challenges of our time, which we
desperately need to address. “We have
a unique opportunity at LSE to create
a truly dynamic and exciting inter-dis-
ciplinary centre which will make a real
difference to our understanding of the
causes and consequences of inequali-

ty,” he said.
Mike Savage, professor of sociolo-

gy at the LSE, said that Piketty “has
revolutionised our understanding of
inequality through demonstrating
how fundamental historical shifts
towards escalating capital accumula-
tion disproportionately enhance those
who are already wealthy”.  — AFP 

Piketty joins London School of Economics

NEW YORK: Emerging-market stock
funds are making big moves again, and
this time it’s in the good way. Stocks
from China, Brazil and other developing
economies have a history of big swings,
up and down. The group has had
uncharacteristically muted returns the
last couple of years, but that’s changed
this year. The MSCI Emerging Markets
index, which many funds use as their
benchmark, has already posted a return
of nearly 9 percent in US dollar terms.

A resurgent Chinese market is help-
ing to lead the way, and even formerly
downtrodden markets like Russia have
bounced higher. The index is on a pace
similar to its performance from 2003-12,
when it rose or fell by at least 15 percent
each year and typically by multiples of
that. Investors plugged $4.2 billion into
emerging-market mutual funds and
exchange-traded funds in March, mak-
ing it the fifth-most popular category of
the 110 that Morningstar tracks. Even
with their recent gains, many managers
say emerging-market stocks are cheaper
than their US counterparts relative to
how much profit those companies are
earning.

But before you join the crowd, it’s
important to remember those historical-
ly big swings. Plus a potential boogey-
man is looming, one that’s knocked
down emerging markets in the past: The
Federal Reserve. Investors worldwide
are bracing for the Fed to raise interest
rates later this year. Higher rates in the
US could draw investment dollars away
from emerging markets. It could also
dent the value of the Turkish lira,
Indonesian rupiah and other currencies,
undercutting the returns of those local
markets when counted in US dollars.

Some foreign stock funds blunt the
effect by using futures to “hedge”
against moves by the euro or Japanese
yen. But hedging emerging-market cur-
rencies is much more expensive, so such
funds generally don’t do it. A sneak pre-
view may have been offered in the
spring of 2013, during what’s called the
“taper tantrum.” US rates jumped on
worries that the Fed would scale back its
bond-buying stimulus program, and the
average emerging-markets stock mutual
fund lost 6.6 percent in June alone.

To be sure, thinking about emerging-
market stocks in generalities can be a
mistake. The label encompasses nearly
two dozen countries, where economies

and central banks are moving at differ-
ent paces. Some are reliant on energy
prices being high, such as Russia, while
others do better when oil is cheap, such
as India. “When you think about emerg-
ing markets, they tend to get lumped
together, but it’s unfair to think that
they all move in the same direction,”
says Patricia Ribeiro, portfolio manager
at American Century’s Emerging
Markets fund.  She looks for stocks
where revenue and earnings growth is
accelerating, and she says she’s finding
them even in economies where growth
is slowing.

Here’s a look at how several markets
are performing:

BRAZIL
Brazilian stocks have been good this

year, for anyone sitting in Rio de Janeiro.
They have returned 13 percent in reals.
But the real has been tumbling in value,
so they are close to flat in dollar terms.
Economists say Brazil’s economy is on
pace to contract this year, a drought is
sapping its water reserves and a kick-
back investigation at oil giant Petrobras
has hurt confidence.

CHINA
The MSCI China index began rising

late last year and spiked in April to its
best month since 2007. Several factors
are behind the rise, including expecta-
tions that China will keep cutting inter-
est rates to help its sharply slowing
growth rate.

Chinese stock prices have run up so

quickly that Paul Attwood, portfolio
manager at the Huntington Global
Select Markets fund, wants to see either
a price drop or better economic reports
before buying more. Although he still
generally likes Chinese stocks as long-
term investments, he sees signs of a
potential frenzy.  One particularly con-
cerning signal for him was when he read
that Chinese investors opened 4 million
brokerage accounts in March alone.

INDIA
Indian stocks were some of the

world’s best last year stemming from
optimism about the country’s new
prime minister. Investors expected
Prime Minister Narendra Modi to push
through reforms to unshackle the econ-
omy. The market has since slowed, and
Indian stocks are close to flat for the
year. Managers say it’s likely a result of
reforms not moving as quickly as hoped,
as well as investors selling Indian stocks
to lock in profits.

RUSSIA
The plunging price of oil, tumbling

value of the ruble and worries about
tensions surrounding Ukraine meant
Russian stocks lost 46 percent last year
in dollar terms. But the price of oil has
since stabilized, reaching $60 per barrel
this month after sinking to nearly $42 in
mid-March. That plus bargain-hunting
by some brave investors has pushed
Russian stocks to generate a return of 45
percent this year, though many man-
agers say they’re still wary. — AP 

Funds from emerging
markets cruising again

Stock funds are regaining strength 

TIANJIN: This photo taken on Thursday shows people walking in a street near
rows of apartment buildings in north China. — AFP 

TOKYO: Bank of Japan Governor Haruhiko Kuroda ges-
tures as he delivers a speech yesterday.  — AFP 

TOKYO: Japanese growth data and a central bank meet-
ing will be in focus for Tokyo investors next week, as the
country wraps up its latest earnings season. Kicking off
the week, machinery orders - a leading indicator of capi-
tal spending - will be released Monday while January-
March gross domestic product f igures are due
Wednesday, after Japan limped out of a brief recession in
the last three months of 2014.

The Bank of Japan (BoJ) is also holding a two-day
meeting with governor Haruhiko Kuroda slated to meet
the press on Friday as investors look for more clues about
another round of expansion to the BoJ’s monetary easing
plan. Speculation has been rising that a weak economy
including tepid inflation would force policymakers to fur-
ther ease policy, with the latest data showing consumer
confidence remained weak in April. “The focus of the
Tokyo market is likely to move to economic fundamen-
tals from corporate earnings,” Daiwa Securities said in a
note. “January-March GDP to be released on Wednesday
will likely provide a key focus,” it added.

Yesterday, the Nikkei 225 stock index at the Tokyo
Stock Exchange rose 0.83 percent or 162.68 points to fin-
ish at 19,732.92, for a weekly gain of 1.82 percent. The
Topix index of all first-section shares climbed 0.98 per-
cent, or 15.62 points, to 1,607.11. It rose 1.21 percent
over the week. The rise came as Japan finishes a relatively
upbeat reporting season and after Wall Street supplied a
strong lead, with the broad-based S&P 500 bolting to a
fresh record-high close Thursday, led by strong gains in
Apple, Facebook and other technology stocks. It rose
1.08 percent to end at 2,121.10. The Dow gained 1.06
percent and the Nasdaq jumped 1.39 percent.

In Tokyo yesterday, Toyota rose 1.43 percent to
8,296.0 yen and Sony climbed 1.99 percent to 3,892.0
yen. Chipmaker Renesas jumped 2.93 percent to 972 yen
- after soaring as much as 12 percent in early trade - on a
report that US-based Avago was eyeing it as a potential
acquisition target. However, camera giant Nikon dropped
10.96 percent to 1,527 yen as it cut its operating profit
forecast. Sharp tumbled 7.00 percent to 186.0 yen after
the struggling firm announced it took a 200 billion yen
bailout from its banks and will slash its global workforce
by about 10 percent in a bid to stay afloat. On currency
markets, the dollar ticked up to 119.45 yen from 119.19
yen in New York. — AFP 

Tokyo investors
look to economy

after earnings
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TOKYO: Mitsubishi UFJ Financial Group (MUFJ) said yester-
day that its annual net profit passed the 1.0 trillion yen
mark, a first for any Japanese lender, while top rivals Mizuho
and Sumitomo saw their bottom line shrink. The whopping
earnings for the fiscal year to March - $8.6 billion - saw
Japan’s biggest bank cash in on an expansion of its busi-
ness overseas and the purchase of a Thai bank, countering
sluggish lending at home.

Mitsubishi’s gains were “mainly due to increases in net
interest income  from overseas loan businesses and net fees
and commissions from sales of investment products and
investment banking,” it said. The bank, which said it would
spend 100 billion yen on a share buyback, also cited the
impact of its acquisition of Thailand’s Bank of Ayudhya for
the boost to its earnings.

Toyota, the world’s biggest automaker, is the only other
Japanese firm to have surpassed the 1.0 trillion yen profit
mark, according to the Nikkei business daily, but Mitsubishi
said its earnings were likely to shrink back to 950 billion yen
this year. MUFJ’s profits linked to securities trading were
smaller than those in the previous fiscal year as Tokyo’s
benchmark Nikkei 225 index rallied a hefty 57 percent in
2013 - its best annual performance in decades.

The rise came as the yen weakened sharply on the back
of Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe’s policies to revive
the economy, dubbed “Abenomics,” which enticed retail
customers into the stock market. But last year, the Nikkei

climbed a more modest 7.1 percent. Japanese banks hold
vast stock holdings which have allowed them to get
involved in management of their borrowers and benefitted
them when overseas investors poured billions of dollars
into the long-overlooked market.

Japanese lenders have relied on profits linked to securi-
ties trading and other market activities rather than bread-
and-butter domestic lending, as they struggle to find bor-
rowers despite the Bank of Japan’s efforts to pump money
into the economy. Many nervous firms have been sitting on
huge cash piles since a sales tax hike in April last year dent-

ed economic growth, while consumer sentiment also
remains shaky.

Also yesterday, Mizuho Financial Group said its net prof-
it fell 11.1 percent to 611.9 billion yen for the fiscal year as
the benefits from a shrinking bad-loan provision were
smaller than that a year earlier. Sumitomo Mitsui Financial
Group on Wednesday reported that its net profit shrank 9.8
percent to 753.6 billion yen. Mizuho and Sumitomo, how-
ever, forecast bigger net profits of 630.0 billion yen and
760.0 billion yen respectively for the current fiscal year to
March 2016. — AFP 

TOKYO: People walk in front of branches of Bank of Tokyo-Mitsubishi UFJ (left) and Mizuho Bank (right) yester-
day. — AFP

MUFJ surges past ¥1tn profit mark

MANILA: The deaths of 72 people in a fire that gutted a footwear
factory in the Philippine capital has exposed abusive conditions
for millions of poor and desperate workers across the nation. The
tragedy, in a long row of gated factories in an industrial hub of
Manila on Wednesday, was one of the country’s deadliest work-
place accidents. But the exploitation of the workers at the factory,
where lax safety standards caused the fire, is anything but unusu-
al across the Philippines, according to the government and
unions. “The deaths should serve as a wake-up call for business-
men to stop these abuses... they should give their employees dig-
nity,” Labor and Employment Secretary Rosalinda Baldoz told
AFP.

Baldoz angrily hit out at the owners of the company that
owned the factory, Kentex Manufacturing, branding them as
“immoral” and accusing them of a raft of illegal labour practices.
The workers, who produced cheap sandals and slippers for the
domestic market, were paid well below the minimum wage of 481
pesos ($10.90) a day and were denied a host of legally mandated
benefits, survivors of the blaze and victims’ relatives told AFP.

They said workers were forced to toil 12-hour days, seven days

a week without overtime, had legally-required social security and
health insurance payments withheld, and were forced to constant-
ly inhale foul-smelling chemicals. The government said the fire
was caused by welding being carried out near flammable chemi-
cals, highlighting what workers described as a casual approach to
workplace safety in which there were no fire drills.

Authorities have also blamed barred windows on the second
floor which trapped many of the workers, leading to their deaths.
The lawyer for Kentex, Renato Paraiso said that the steel bars on
the windows were intended to prevent theft. “The second floor,
where you had the steel mattings, that is [where] the final produc-
tion is done, so this is where the completed products can easily be
thrown from the window where someone can pick them up out-
side. It is a precaution,” he told ABS-CBN television.

Alan Tanjusay, spokesman of the largest labour federation in
the Philippines, told AFP the situation in the factory mirrored that
in many others. “This is a very common situation. This is just one
factory but it represents the... kind of factories in this country,” he
said. Tanjusay said compliance with safety standards was “really
bad” not just in factories, but also construction sites where work-
ers often did not wear protective clothing.

Poverty, Corruption 
The Philippines has very strong labour laws and a vocal union

movement, but the massive numbers of impoverished people and
endemic corruption throughout society are two key factors that
allow workers’ exploitation to flourish. Roughly one quarter of the
nation’s 100 million people live in poverty, which is defined as sur-
viving on about one dollar a day, according to government data.
High school dropouts desperate to support relatives are particular-
ly easy prey, according to labour secretary Baldoz. “They have no
regular jobs. When someone offers them a job, they grab it,” she
said.

Baldoz said President Benigno Aquino’s administration, which
has been in power for five years, had worked hard to improve
labour conditions. She cited the closing down of 10,000 of an esti-
mated 15,000 illegal employment agencies. Those agencies are an
integral part of the exploitation chain because they hire workers as
casuals, allowing companies to turn a blind eye to exploitation
such as withholding pensions and paying below the minimum
wage. Baldoz also pointed to the establishment of arbitration
courts that resolved labour disputes in as little as 30 days. But
Baldoz said that factory owners and labour unions were responsi-
ble for ensuring that these safety laws were observed.—AFP

Economy of HK
tepid as tourism 

weakens in China 
HONG KONG: Hong Kong’s economy expanded tepidly in
the first quarter as exports slumped and fewer mainland
Chinese tourists visited following a backlash against their
influx. The Asian financial center’s economic output grew 0.4
percent in the January-March period compared with the pre-
vious quarter on a seasonally adjusted basis, the government
said yesterday. Officials reported “visibly slower growth in
tourist arrivals and weaker tourist spending.”

Mainland Chinese make up most of the visitors to the for-
mer British colony and they have been estimated to account
for a third of all retail sales. But their numbers have fallen in
recent months following rowdy protests by activists angered
at how their voracious buying of everything from baby for-
mula to luxury goods has warped the local economy.

Exports were “lackluster” as declines in shipments to
Europe, Japan, South Korea and Taiwan outweighed growth
in exports to the US and some Southeast Asian markets
including India grew, the government said. Hong Kong is a
major transshipment point for goods moving from mainland
Chinese factories to markets overseas. — AP  

Philippine fire death trap 
shows sweatshop abuses

MANILA: Workers carry the coffin of a fire victim to be put into a temporary apartment type tomb at a cemetery in Valenzuela
City in suburban Manila yesterday. — AFP 

Voluntary compliance a big problem
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A girl presents a creation by
Belarusian designer Svetlana
Vorobyeva during the inter-
national festival A mill of
Fashion in Minsk. —AFP
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BB King, with his ever-present guitar Lucille, rose from share-
cropper poverty in deep Mississippi to become the face of
the American blues worldwide and an inspiration for genera-

tions of rock guitarists everywhere. “The King of the Blues,” as he
was universally known, led a life of non-stop touring, electrifying
audiences in some 100 countries with his biting guitar licks and
soulful songs of love and angst such as “The Thrill is Gone” and
“How Blue Can You Get.”

King died Thursday at age 89 in Las Vegas, which was the blues
legend’s primary residence amid years of incessant travel, his
daughter said. King kept up a grueling touring schedule even in his
80s, despite living with Type II diabetes for more than two decades.
But King’s fans noticed last year that some performances were
increasingly erratic, and he canceled remaining dates in October
after falling ill at a show in Chicago.

A consummate entertainer with a husky baritone who made a
successful crossover from traditional African American audiences to
rock and pop fans, King for decades gave upwards of 300 concerts
a year, racking up 15 Grammy awards. “I have a disease which I
believe might be contagious,” he told AFP in an interview in 2007.
“It’s called ‘need more.’”

His guitar, his ‘woman’ 
Almost as well known was his “woman,” the Gibson ES-355 gui-

tar he named Lucille, after a woman who was the focus of a fight
between two men in Arkansas that led to a house being set on fire
and King nearly being burned to death as he tried to rescue his
instrument. Through Lucille he delivered an unmistakable mix of
slow but sharp bites and long, moaning bends that influenced oth-
er guitar legends such as Eric Clapton, George Harrison and Stevie
Ray Vaughan. In 2003, Rolling Stone magazine ranked him the third
greatest guitar legend after Jimi Hendrix and Duane Allman and
one ahead of Clapton. But his influence probably eclipsed all of
theirs.

Riley B King was born September 16, 1925, on a cotton planta-
tion in Itta Bena, Mississippi. His father left home when he was five,
he was working in the fields at seven, and his mother died when he
was nine. A kindly white plantation owner bought him a red guitar

when he was 12, and, as he moved up to driving a tractor on the
farm, he spent his spare time singing in local Gospel groups and on
street corners for spare change. Eventually he made his way north
to Memphis, Tennessee, a music capital which was to become his
longtime base. Blues legend Sonny Boy Williamson put King on his
radio show, where he made such an impression the young musi-
cian soon got his own program, Sepia Swing Club.

On the radio he took the nickname Beal Street Blues Boy, then
shortened it to Blues Boy King, and then BB King. In 1949 he made
his first six singles, and two years later hit paydirt with “Three
O’Clock Blues.” It held the number one slot on the national rhythm
and blues charts for 15 weeks. He told interviewers he had always
wanted to sing Gospel music, but it was blues that brought in mon-
ey. He developed his distinct style in the 1950s as he toured inces-
santly with his band. Charismatic, a natural entertainer, he wove
stories from the poor south with tales and jokes from his love life, in
between cracking blues numbers backed by a phalanx of Memphis
horns.

His guitar playing focused not on speedy riffs, not on sweeping
chords, but well-chosen, sharp single notes and long, aching
bends. He never took up the slide guitar like most Delta bluesmen,
but substituted with a vibrato from his left hand on the neck that
rounded out his unique sound. “By bending the strings, by trilling
my hand-and I have big, fat hands I could achieve something that
approximated a vocal vibrato,” King said in his 1996 autobiography.
It made King’s blues, and for many, it became the essential sound
of all blues.

Embraced by white audiences 
By the early 1960s, however, King’s music lost its popularity with

the rise of more slick R&B styles. But within a few years he would
have a new audience: young, white and hip. In 1968 he was invited
to perform at San Francisco’s Fillmore West, the hub of hippie folk
and acid rock. “It was the first time I ever got a standing ovation in
my life. It was so touching that I cried. Big grown man crying,” he
later said. The same year British guitar star Clapton told Rolling
Stone magazine: “I still don’t think there is a better blues guitarist in
the world than BB King.”

This February 21, 2001 file photo shows blues musician BB
King posing with his Grammy Awards during the 43rd
Grammy Awards in Los Angeles, California. — AP/AFP photos

This February 23, 2000 file photo shows blues legend BB King
holding his Grammy award for Best Traditional Blues Album
during the 42nd Annual Grammy Awards at the Staples
Center in Los Angeles, California. 

This July 19, 1985 file photo shows US blues musician BB King
performing at the Nice Jazz Festival in France.

BB King, King of the Blues, dies at 89

A July 23, 1999 file photo
shows US musician BB King
playing during a  Jazz
Festival in Antibes/Juan-les-
Pins in southern France.

This July 3, 2011 file photo
shows US blues artist BB
King performing during the
45th Montreux Jazz Festival
in Montreux.

This December 12, 1989 file
photo shows American blues

musician BB King perform-
ing at the Bercy concert hall

in Paris, France.  
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Singer Sam Smith appeared to be in good spirits Thursday
after vocal surgery that will leave the rising star silent for
weeks. The British soul sensation, who enjoyed a meteoric

rise thanks to his hit “Stay With Me,” underwent surgery at a US
clinic after doctors detected a hemorrhage in his vocal cords.
Smith posted on Instagram a photo of himself after the operation
in a wheelchair next to a grinning nurse and offered a one-word
caption: “Flying.”

“Just woken up from op. I’m high on pain killers and listening
to Whitney Houston hahahahaha,” he wrote on Twitter. Smith,
who turns 23 next week, earlier said that he would not be able to
speak-let alone sing-for three weeks and canceled a string of
upcoming shows. He thanked fans for messages of support, say-
ing: “Makes me emotional to know I have so many people wish-
ing me well.” He did not say where the surgery took place, but
posted pictures on social media in recent days of stops around
New York.

Carey has bronchitis, 

cancels night of Las Vegas show

Three shows into her Las Vegas residency, Mariah Carey
says bronchitis caused her to cancel a Wednesday night
show at The Colosseum at Caesars Palace. A representa-

tive for Carey confirmed Thursday that a doctor diagnosed
the pop icon with bronchitis. Chris Chambers with the
Chamber Group says the singer famous for hitting high notes
will be back on stage Saturday and Sunday and will still per-
form Sunday at the Billboard Music Awards.

Chambers didn’t say if Carey’s canceled performance
would be rescheduled. Carey is the latest to join The
Colosseum’s roster after debuting “Mariah #1 to Infinity” May
6, which catalogues her 18 No. 1 singles in chronological
order. Carey was scheduled to perform 18 shows in May and
July on Wednesdays, Saturdays and Sundays before this
week’s cancellation. — AP

Sam Smith in good 

spirits after vocal surgery

Steve Aoki to undergo 

surgery, cancels performances

Steve Aoki is undergoing surgery to repair his vocal cords.
The 37-year-old electronic music artist says in a video
posted Thursday on Facebook that he’s canceling five

performances in Europe for the operation and recovery. Aoki
says in the video that he “severely messed up” his vocal cords
by screaming at his shows for the past 20 years. 

He also showed images of his damaged vocal cords. The
disc jockey is a prolific presence on the electronic dance music
scene and has collaborated with the likes of will.i.am, LMFAO,
Iggy Azalea and Lil Jon. Aoki is canceling performances in
Ibiza, Spain; Wijchen, Netherlands; and Newcastle and
Upminster, United Kingdom. — AP

In 1969 the Rolling Stones invited King to open 18 US concerts,
and his new career was launched. “When you mention the Rolling
Stones, I get on my knees,” King told the Los Angeles Times in 2005.
“Because before them, we didn’t get the (recognition) that we do
now.” In 1970 he had his biggest-ever hit, the slow-moving, minor-
key “The Thrill is Gone,” which took him for the first time onto the
well-monied pop charts. It became one of his two signature songs.
The other was the show-stopping “How Blue Can You Get.”
Knowing audiences would roar at the first words: “I’ve been down-
hearted baby/ever since the day we met.” When he hit the key stan-
za, they would raucously sing along:

“I gave you a brand new Ford
and you said ‘I want a Cadillac’
I bought you a ten dollar dinner
You said ‘Thanks for the snack’

I let you live in my penthouse
You said it was just a shack
I gave you seven children
and now you wanna give ‘em back.”

Global reputation, but private life 
King later added the title “Ambassador for the Blues,” as the US

government sent him around the world for concerts, including a tri-
umphant 1979 tour of Russia. His family life, as biographer Charles
Sawyer wrote, was “never normal by ordinary standards.” He told
people that when his regular dates with Lucille came between him
and a woman, the guitar always won. He was married and divorced
twice, and liked to say he had 15 children by 15 women, but was
very closed-mouth about any details. People magazine reported he
had eight children. At least two of his children worked with his

band, one as a backup singer.
Patty King, considered the youngest of his daughters, took

charge of his care at the end of his life and reportedly fought with
King’s longtime manager. BB King later regretted that he did not
hear the blues too much on the radio. “So one of the reasons I trav-
el a lot is so I can carry the music to the people. Because if I don’t
carry it, it don’t go on the air,” he said in the AFP interview in 2007.
BB King also lent his name to a string of blues clubs and restaurants,
with the first opening in Memphis in 1991, although he did not
focus on the day-to-day operations. King made his 42nd and last
studio album in 2008, “One Kind Favor,” that also brought him his
final Grammy. He recorded the Grammy winning “Riding With the
King” with Clapton in 2000: the cover showed Clapton in the front
seat of an open limousine chauffeuring a regal King together with
Lucille in the back-an uncontestable hierarchy. — AFP

In this April 21, 1980 file photo, BB King, left, and an accompanist perform during the opening
of the 1980 New Orleans Jazz and Heritage Festival.

Blues legend BB King performs for hundreds at The Moore Theatre in Seattle.
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Aguitar played by George Harrison in the Beatles’ early days, pre-
viously on display in a British museum, goes on auction in New
York yesterday, valued at $400,000 to $600,000. The electric

guitar is the two-day auction’s star item, amid hundreds of posses-
sions once owned by rock ‘n’ roll’s biggest stars, which auctioneers
hope will rake in millions. Harrison borrowed the guitar while his was
under repair and was photographed and filmed playing it at concerts,
said Martin Nolan, executive director of Julien’s Auctions. 

“It was played by Harrison in the Cavern Club in the early 60s,” said
Nolan, referring to a Liverpool nightclub that gave birth to the world’s
biggest band. “That is a really iconic piece, highly sought after. The
estimate is $400,000 to $600,000 but I think it goes a lot higher,” he
told AFP. The guitar is being sold by a collector in Britain who had
loaned it to the Beatles museum in Liverpool, where it became a
“great draw,” Nolan said. “Even the new owner may decide to lend it
back to them.” The New York auction will potentially draw fans,
celebrities and museums, as well as Wall Street bankers and hedge
funds looking for an investment.

Bus fit for the King 
The highlight of the sale at the Hard Rock Cafe on Saturday is a

state-of-the-art tour bus bought by Elvis Presley for his back-up band,
JD Sumner and the Stamps, in 1976, the year before he died. Valued
at $100,000 to 200,000 and refitted with dusty peach soft furnishings,
the bus still has Elvis’ “Takin’ Care of Business” motto and a lightening
bolt emblazoned on the outside. Fully road worthy, it seats 12, sleeps
nine and comes equipped with air conditioning, a fridge, microwave,

TVs and speakers. There are even chandelier-style lights hanging from
the lounge area. Inside is a copy of the $25,000 check that Elvis made
out to friend and mentor Sumner to purchase the bus.

Elvis is believed to have had some meetings on the bus but by
1976, he had no personal need for road transport, flying high on his
private jets the Lisa Marie and Hound Dog II. But he did have a burn-
ing desire to road-test the bus, calming Sumner’s nerves by promising
to buy him another if it crashed, Nolan said. “He took the bus out from
Graceland and he drove right out into the country and then he was
worried how am I going to turn this bus around, so he drove into a
corn field, drove back out again and back home.” 

The bus is one of nearly 200 Elvis items going on the auction block,
including a military uniform, a black-and-white stage outfit valued at
$60,000 to $80,000, and a “Love Me Tender” record dedicated to his
beloved mother Gladys. Even if the Harrison guitar is top lot, Elvis is
king when it comes to generating mega bucks at music auctions.
Nolan said there is worldwide interest in the bus, which could end up
in Australia, Japan, China or Europe... or just as easily stay in America.
“Elvis prices continue to go higher and higher as there is less and less
stuff available, and people want to get in and be part of the act,” Nolan
said. Other stand-out items include an Eric Clapton guitar valued at
$30,000 to $40,000 and outfits worn by Michael Jackson. — AFP

An employee of Julien’s Auctions shows musician George
Harrison’s Mastersound Electric Guitar before the auction
start at the Hard Rock Cafe in New York yesterday.

A booklet featuring musician George Harrison and his
Mastersound Electric guitar is seen next to the guitar on dis-
play. — AFP photos

Beatles guitar headlines NY music auction

Woody Allen, the 

New Yorker who

wants to be European

Woody Allen premieres his latest film at the Cannes Film
Festival yesterday, finding comfort and adulation in Europe
away from controversies that have tarnished his name in

the United States. The famed American director, who has produced
more than 50 movies, is best known for a film career that has concen-
trated on his life-long love affair with New York, the city of his birth.

But the 79-year-old, who has sneered at Hollywood and generat-
ed almost as much newsprint about running off with his former
lover’s adopted child as for his work, has found in Europe something
of a latter-day renaissance. He has shot eight of his last 11 films on the
old continent-in London, Paris, Rome, Barcelona and the south of
France-and spoke last year of his dream of emulating the greats of
European cinema. 

“From the beginning, I dreamed of being Godard, Fellini, Truffaut
or Resnais. Together with Bergman and Antonioni, these are the film-
makers who made me want to do this job.  “I am part of a generation
of directors who were not looking to Hollywood. We wanted to be
Europeans!” he confessed in an interview with French weekly Nouvel
Observateur published in October. “My dream has come true: to
become European-or nearly,” he said.

Emirati director Ali Mostafa set
to shoot futuristic thriller ‘The
Worthy’ with US producers

Emirati director Ali Mostafa, whose buddy/road movie “From
A to B” opened last’s year’s Abu Dhabi film fest, is reteaming
with Image Nation Abu Dhabi on futuristic thriller “The

Worthy,” which will go into production later this year with the US
producers behind “The Conjuring” and “Paranormal Activity” on
board to shepherd this quite unique Arabic genre pic. Hollywood
veterans Peter Safran (“The Conjuring,” “Annabelle”) and Steven
Schneider (“Paranormal Activity,” “Insidious”) have come on
board to produce the project with Mostafa’s regional producer
Rami Yasin (“Sea Shadow,” “From A to B”).

“The Worthy,” which is penned by US writer Vicram Weet
(“Twisted,” “Keeping Up with the Kardashians”) is set in a dystopi-
an future which has been plunged into chaos due to a chronic
water shortage. It follows a small group of survivors seeking
refuge with the only remaining clean water source in the area.
“It’s set in a not-so-distant future in a period when things have
changed,” Mostafa said. The setting, as well as the language, will
be Arabic. The characters will come from different parts of the
Arab world. Plan is for shooting to start this year in an as yet
undecided Arab location. “Image Nation Abu Dhabi is able to cre-
ate projects like this due to our unique ability to team Hollywood
expertise with local talent,” said its CEO Michael Garin in a state-
ment. Image Nation has been ramping up its film and TV produc-
tion output over the last year. They recently wrapped their next
feature film, “Zinzana” by first-time Emirati director, Majid Al-
Ansari. “Zinzana,” a thriller set in a Jordanian prison cell, is set for
release in the UAE this fall.—Reuters

Oscar-winning US actress Natalie Portman unveiled her directo-
rial debut at the Cannes Film Festival with a movie close to her
Jewish roots. The 33-year-old also acts in the film, “A Tale of

Love and Darkness,” about the early years of the founding of the state
of Israel. It is based on the memoir of Amos Oz, a writer and advocate
of a two-state solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Portman has
taken on tough roles ever since starting her big-screen career at age
11 in “The Professional,” the tale of a hitman-for-hire (Jean Reno) who
becomes her mentor.

But her stubborn on-and-off-screen moral stance saw her turn
down the lead in the 1997 remake of “Lolita” because she deemed the

classic story, of a young girl seduced by a much older man, “sleazy”.
She also rejected 1996’s “Romeo + Juliet” because of the age differ-
ence between her and Leonardo DiCaprio. She likewise initially
snubbed “Anywhere But Here” with Susan Sarandon because of a
nude scene, but Sarandon demanded the scene be dropped so
Portman could sign on.

“I value my private life and security way more than getting parts
by flashing my boobs on some magazine or being a sex symbol in
films,” she said in a 2000 interview. Born June 9, 1981 in Jerusalem to a
doctor father and an artist mother, Portman proudly brandishes her
Israeli background.  Legend has it that a model talent scout discov-
ered her in a pizzeria, and the rest is history. After “The Professional,”
Portman appeared alongside Al Pacino in “Heat” and in Woody Allen’s
1996 movie “Everyone Says I Love You”. She has also had leading roles
on stage in New York.

Portman reached global audiences with appearances as Queen
Amidala in the Star Wars prequels “The Phantom Menace” in 1999,
“Attack of the Clones” in 2002 and “Revenge of the Sith” in 2005. She
won a best actress Oscar for 2010’s psychological ballet thriller “Black
Swan”. It was on the set of that film she met her future husband,
French dancer and choreographer Benjamin Millepied. The following
year, she lightened up with the release of “No Strings Attached,” in
which she co-stars with Ashton Kutcher in a tale of casual sex
between friends. Portman has also starred in the big-budget “Thor”
films as love interest Jane Foster. — AFP

Portman makes directorial debut at Cannes

Actress and director Natalie
Portman and her husband
French dancer and choreogra-
pher Benjamin Millepied.

US director Woody Allen poses with US actresses Emma
Stone and Parker Posey during a photocall for the film
‘Irrational Man’ at the 68th Cannes Film Festival in Cannes,
southeastern France yesterday. — AFP
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‘Mad Max: Fury Road’
gives Cannes a testosterone

jolt with a feminist twist

The world premiere of “Mad Max: Fury Road” gave the
Cannes Film Festival a testosterone jolt with a feminist
twist Thursday, as stars Charlize Theron and Tom Hardy,

director George Miller, and other main cast strutted down the
red carpet on a balmy evening as Van Morrison’s “Gloria”
played. Theron, in a stunning skintight yellow gown, first
pranced for the paparazzi with Sean Penn (pictured) then
walked back to join the “Mad Max” entourage.

Earlier, as a musical selection comprising plenty of
Mowtown, Elvis Presley, and the Rolling Stones blasted, a slew
of stars did their red carpet dances as the flashlights popped.
Among them Julianne Moore, Naomi Watts, Isabella Rossellini,
Jane Seymour, Michelle Rodriguez, Ethan Coen and his wife
Tricia Cooke, and fellow jurors Guillermo Del Toro and Sophie
Marceau, who had a slight, very French, wardrobe malfunc-
tion on her way up the steps.

Cannes Artistic Director Thierry Fremaux and prexy Pierre
Lescure greeted them warmly at the top of the Palais des
Festival’s montee des marches, as the steps are known.
Applause for the the latest “Mad Max” installment, in which
Theron plays formidable warrior Imperator Furiosa, started
right after the credits rolled and a warm ovation poured forth
at the end. “Mad Max” segued a somewhat subdued festival
opening Wednesday with French drama “Standing Tall,” star-
ring Catherine Deneuve.—  Reuters

Longevity and lifelong fertility are among the
reasons why a human may wish to become
the eponymous creature, explains Colin

Farrell’s protagonist at the outset of “The Lobster.”
The tasty crustacean’s rich associations with the
Surrealist movement appear to have slipped his
mind, but not that of Greek writer-director Yorgos
Lanthimos, whose supremely singular fifth feature-
his first in English-takes his ongoing fascination
with artificially constructed community to its dizzi-
est, most Bunuelian extreme to date. A wickedly
funny protest against societal preference for
nuclear coupledom that escalates, by its own sly
logic, into a love story of profound tenderness and
originality, this ingenious lo-fi fantasy will delight
those who already thrilled to Lanthimos’s vision in 

“Alps” and the Oscar-nominated “Dogtooth,”
while a starry international cast should draw as-yet-
unconverted arthouse auds into his wondrously
warped world. As in Lanthimos’s other features, it’s
only once the complex (yet firmly cemented) rules
of his narrative universe become clear that his char-
acters’ actions accrue practical and psychological
reason; “The Lobster” is a film in which nearly every
scene requires bookmarking, to be intuitively cross-
referenced at a later point. The stark, arresting pre-
credit opener sees an unidentified woman
(Jacqueline Abrahams) driving agitatedly through a
stretch of soggy countryside, stopping abruptly to
shoot a donkey in a field before moving on. The act
is never referred to in the ensuing two hours, yet it
comes to encapsulate all the film’s roiling emotion-
al stakes in miniature.

Latter institution
From this point, Lanthimos and regular co-

writer, Efthimis Filippou, waste little time establish-
ing the laws of a mundane dystopia that doesn’t
look severely different from the world we live in
now: one of low-level shopping malls and slightly
chintzy resort hotels, in which marriage and procre-
ation is still the prized objective of polite social
activity. Yet the powers that be have taken a some-
what more regimented approach to the latter insti-
tution, by which single folk are actively punished

for their failure to pair up. Restricted to the rural
outskirts of a damp, unnamed city, they are literally
hunted down by other unattached prisoners of The
Hotel, an aggressively beige institution where
inmates are given 45 days to find a mate within
their ranks-or be turned into an animal of their
choosing and released into the wild.

If that seems ridiculous, The Hotel-and, by
extension, the film-nonetheless have strict stan-
dards of rational and irrational occurrence. While
no one bats an a eyelid at the transformation of
humans into flamingos, the two-by-two mandate
of Noah’s Ark still applies: A wolf and a penguin
cannot live together, decrees the no-nonsense
Hotel manager (the splendid Olivia Colman),
“because that would be absurd.”

The recipient of this lecture is new captive David
(Farrell), a mild-mannered divorcee who seems less
desperate to secure a match than some of his fel-
low guests-including a young man with a limp (Ben

Whishaw) and a middle-aged one with a lisp (John
C. Reilly). Only Farrell’s character is named; others
are billed solely by their chief disability, which is
also the principal criterion by which compatibility is
determined here. Lovers are not mutually drawn by
their most attractive virtues, Lanthimos appears to
argue, but by the shortcomings that they recognize
in each other. If common myopia or vulnerability to
nosebleeds seem tenuous bonds on which to build
a relationship, are they any less so than shared
enthusiasms for Mexican food or long walks on the
beach?

Unreasonable pressure
Thus does Lanthimos’s confounding setup

emerge as a brilliant allegory for the increasingly
superficial systems of contemporary courtship,
including the like-for-like algorithms of online dat-
ing sites and the hot-or-not snap judgments of
Tinder. If the unreasonable pressure on single peo-

ple-particularly those of a certain age-to find com-
panionship has already driven humanity to such
soulless means, perhaps the scenario outlined in
“The Lobster” isn’t so outlandish after all. One
thinks back to the worst-case nightmare of fiction’s
most fretful singleton, Bridget Jones, whose fear of
being found “fat and alone and half-eaten by
Alsatians” may indeed be wittily (and quite literally)
referenced here.

When David’s last-ditch attempt at forcing a
union with a cold-hearted inmate (played with
hilariously stony relish by Lanthimos regular
Angeliki Papoulia) comes to naught, he escapes the
Hotel grounds only to found that society is no less
forgiving on the other side of the conservative pro-
couple barrier. In the forest, he falls in with militant
opposition group The Loners, led by Lea Seydoux’s
unsmiling anarchist, whose rigid rules forbidding
any form of romantic interaction prove no less
oppressive than the ideals of the Hotel. It’d be
unfair to further unpick Lanthimos and Filippou’s
beautifully structured tangle of poetic ironies and
reversals, except to say that the payoff is at once
crueller and more rapturous than in the director’s
previous, fiercely guarded work. Via the character
(and enigmatic narrating voice) of Rachel Weisz’s
questioning Loner, “The Lobster” gradually sheds
its chilly shell, building to a soft tumult of feeling.

Lanthimos’s films are such pristinely mannered
directorial creations-unmistakably bound by their
deader-than-deadpan humor, tweezer-set visual
composition and stark stabs of violence-that it nev-
er seems his actors should be permitted to do
much more than hit their regimented marks. Once
more, however, his terrific ensemble surprises with
the intricate human detailing they achieve under
his seemingly distant steerage. Colman is first
among equals in a big-screen role that finally
requires the knack for exquisitely oblivious comedy
she has repeatedly demonstrated on British televi-
sion, but no role of any size is wasted here: In partic-
ular, fellow Britcom graduate Ashley Jensen etches
a haunting, fine-scale study of desolate singledom
in a few brief scenes. —ReutersIrish actor Colin Farrell and British actress Rachel Weisz pose during a photocall for the film “The

Lobster” at the 68th Cannes Film Festival in Cannes, southeastern France, yesterday.—AFP

South African-US actress Charlize Theron poses as she arrives for the screening of the film ‘Mad Max : Fury Road’. — AP/AFP photos

South African-US actress Charlize Theron and her partner US actor Sean
Penn.

Cannes film review: ‘The Lobster’
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Cheap, fast and frills-free. Hong Kong’s
street restaurants have served up well-
loved favorites from beef brisket to toast

with condensed milk from roaring curbside
burners for decades. But the cheerful grassroots
stalls-known as dai pai dongs in Cantonese have
dwindled to fewer than 30 in the city of seven
million people, where they thrived after the
Second World War before red-tape hurdles set
in. Offering the rare chance to eat outdoors,
escaping the Asian financial hub’s air-condi-
tioned high-rises, the eateries are a nostalgic
throwback to Hong Kong’s past.

With no walls, cooks in the open, customers
on plastic stools, melamine plates and bunches
of chopsticks in tabletop jars, its a no-fuss for-
mula that still draws customers day and night. “I
feel more comfortable sitting here in a dai pai
dong. There is no restriction, I can talk about
childhood or I can smoke here,” said Lau Yat-
keung, 61, at a buzzing tarpaulin-covered stall in
the working-class suburb of Sham Shui Po.
“There is no reason to go to those fast food
chain restaurants. Young people there think you
are out of date,” he added over a table of beers.

‘Future not optimistic’ 
A few remaining strongholds still serve up

homely Cantonese favorites: steaming bowls of
noodle soups, strong milk tea, and french toast
sandwiched with peanut butter. It’s simple fare
that’s easy on the pocket: diners can fill up on a
plate of tripe or roast goose with rice for around
$5 (4.40 euros), noodles with luncheon meat
and egg for just over $3, or toast from only $1.
But their hey-day is long gone. Following a post-
war spike as mainland China arrivals drove up
the British colony’s population; concerns over
obstructions, nuisance and hygiene grew. The
former government stopped issuing new licens-
es decades ago and heavily restricted permit
transfers. Owners were also paid to voluntarily

give up their licenses. 
Today, just 24 dai pai dongs remain, a

decline that authorities attribute to “natural
attrition”. Facing calls for more to be done to
preserve the stalls, the government targeted
those in the skyscraper-encircled Central district
five years ago to improve hygiene. Services
were beefed up with the laying of gas and new
water pipes, electric cabling, waste water dis-
charge pits and the road was resurfaced.
Owners in turn revamped stalls that swell at
lunchtime as dishes roll out of pint-sized cook-
ing areas. 

Restrictions on license transfers, once to
spouses only, were also relaxed. But uncertainty
remains elsewhere. “The future of dai pai dong
is not optimistic” said Tsang Yau-lin in Sham
Shui Po, whose black-and-white family photo-
graphs show the long history of the business
first started by her father in the 1950s across the
harbor. “In the future two or three years, build-
ings around here will be destructed and dai pai
dong will hold up the interest of some groups.
So I think the dai pai dong will be relocated by
the government to avoid obstructing construc-
tion.”

Michelin to tarmac 
Home to thousands of restaurants from fan-

cy to bare-boned, Hong Kong has 64 Michelin
guide listings and some of the world’s best-
known chefs have opened shop. But at the tar-
mac stalls, folding tables and overhead fluores-
cent strips or bare bulbs are part of the ambi-
ence, where fresh razor clams may be sat in a
bucket on the floor before cooking as someone
lights up at the next table.  Cooked food centers
with off-street eateries have sprung up around
Hong Kong in multi-storied buildings that also
house fresh goods markets and hawker stalls.

But some argue the friendly outdoor dai pai
dongs and their roaring woks are a unique part

Hong Kong street stalls 
hang on under the skyscrapers

Customers eat lunch at a ‘dai pai dong’ street food stall. A glass of lemon tea, milk tea and a half eaten sandwich are
seen next to a selection of chopsticks and condiments on a
table at a ‘dai pai dong’ street food stall.

An employee of a ‘dai pai dong’ street food stall passes a bowl of rice to a customer during the
lunch hour in the Central district of Hong Kong.

Cooks (center and centre right) prepare food as customers eat during their lunch hour at a ‘dai
pai dong’ street food stall.

A cook serves food at a ‘dai pai dong’ street.



An employee arranging sweets bearing portraits of foreign leaders at a chocolate boutique in
Moscow. — AFP photos

A chocolatier creating a chocolate painting at a boutique in Moscow.
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Portraits of Audrey Hepburn and Charlie Chaplin, views of
Venetian canals or a growling lion, these artworks all have some-
thing in common outside hefty pricetags-they’re edible.

Long known in the West, “chocolate painting” was introduced in
Russia about a decade ago but until lately, remained the preserve of
the elite, with pieces costing up to $1,000. Irina Eldarkhanova, whose
family-run firm holds the country’s sole patent for chocolate painting,
said one guest to the 2011 wedding of Britain’s Prince William and Kate
Middleton commissioned the couple’s chocolate portrait as a gift.

Yet more and more “ordinary” shoppers are seduced by this luxury,
like Tatiana, a sales manager at a Moscow clothing shop, “That can’t be
true!” cried her eight-year-old nephew Sergey when she offered him a
small picture of a sailboat rocking on the waves. “It’s really chocolate!”
Tatiana, who did not give her last name, said her nephew has
“checked” his gift with a lick at least 20 times but not yet dared take a
bite.

“My colleagues gave me something similar, a picture of a vase filled
with roses, on March 8, International Women’s Day,” the 35-year-old
said. “I knew immediately what I wanted to give Sergey for his birth-
day.” And while such painting in the West can range from kitsch art to a
clever gift or a craft for children, Eldarkhanova sees things differently.

“Chocolate painting is, to us, a work of art created using a special mate-
rial,” the businesswoman, whose firm started in 2001, told AFP.

“It allows us to perfectly express emotions,” said an equally passion-
ate artist for the firm, Vitali Ponomarev. “It’s about anticipation, of a par-
ty, of love, of joy.” Ponomarev paints with softened white chocolate
mixed with apple, orange or cherry alcohol, adding food dyes to vary
or intensify his colors. The “paint” sets almost immediately so he works
swiftly on a base of white chocolate, using his fingers or tiny palette
knife. It can take up to three days to finish a work, which weighs an
average 1.5 kilograms and measures at most 75 centimeters (29 inches,
he said. 

Morale booster
A painting can be eaten up to one year after production, said

Eldarkhanova, or admired for about 10 years provided an appropriate
temperature is maintained. Confael’s chocolate paintings were bought
mainly by European or Middle Eastern royalty, famous politicians,
sports stars or other “prestige” clients to offer as gifts. The last pope,
Benedict XVI, a Saudi sheikh and former Ukrainian president Leonid
Kuchma were all offered their edible likenesses.

Yet despite big pricetags that run from 450 euros ($500) to 1,000

(some $1100) apiece, more and more everyday Russians are ready to
pay for such a work. “Men love to order their portraits while companies
ask us to draw their office buildings,” said Eldarkhanova. And the col-
lapse of the ruble-after Western sanctions for Russia’s role in backing
separatist rebels in eastern Ukraine combined with falling prices of oil,
a pillar of Russia’s economy-has not affected business. Chocolate is
widely held as a morale booster, but those in the trade also point to
what they call Russians’ “superstitious” side-ordering one’s portrait in
chocolate is seen as a way of ensuring life will be as sweet as candy.

Sales “have not dropped, but even picked up a bit,” said
Eldarkhanova, who is studying the possibility of opening up stores in
China and the United Arab Emirates. Confael would not disclose its
sales figures but said it turns out 10 to 30 chocolate paintings a month,
all made to order at a client’s request in one of the stores or via
Internet. The owner, however, concedes a downside to the art-the final
result can be fleeting.  “Many people don’t believe its real chocolate,”
she said so immediately “break off little bits to taste it.”— AFP

Russia’s chocolate ‘art’, luxury 
morale booster for more than the elite

A customer stirs his cup of tea at a ‘dai pai
dong’ street food stall.

A general view shows customers eating lunch at ìdai pai dongî street food stalls in the Central district of Hong Kong.— AFP photos

of the city’s history and character-and should be
conserved. Chong Yuk-sik, who authored a
book on their history, believes that the govern-
ment is letting them die out. “I think we should
treasure our local culture otherwise we’re just
like other cities. How to keep Hong Kong
unique? I think dai pai dong is one of the ways,”
she argues.  For regulars in the street stalls, the
hope is that these colorful eateries will survive
the march of modern Hong Kong. “They make
good food but now they’ve really disappeared,”
said fan Ruby Woo, tucking into a post-work
bowl of squid ball noodles.— AFP
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In a cramped Bangkok room filled with stat-
ues of deities and plumes of incense
smoke, a master is at work. With expert

precision Ajarn Neng repeatedly plunges a
razor sharp needle 

dipped in black ink into the back of a disci-
ple, each stab producing a perfectly placed
pixel that forms a traditional Thai tattoo. It is
an ancient art carried out by ajarns (masters),
steeped in superstition that Thais have prized
for centuries. But increasingly it is foreigners
beating a path to this Buddhist tattooist’s
door.

“I’ve been dreaming of getting a tattoo like
this for years,” says Silvia Falbo, from Rome,
proudly showing five lines of Khmer script
Neng recently inked onto her shoulder blade.
“I’m attracted to Buddhism and all the spiritu-
ality that goes with it. And the design is really
beautiful and original,” she adds. Ever since
American GIs passed through Bangkok for
their R&R during the Vietnam War foreigners
have returned home sporting traditional Thai
tattoos-known as “sak yant”.

But it was when Hollywood actress
Angelina Jolie unveiled a Khmer inscription-
traditionally used in the region for Buddhist
scripture-on her left shoulder that sak yant hit
the mainstream.  Now the faces patiently wait-
ing for their turn in front of Neng are just as
likely to be from outside Thailand than inside.

‘Lacks respect’ 
But foreign enthusiasm for exotic Thai ink

is not without its controversies. While tattoos
in the west are largely an aesthetic decision,
in Thailand they are imbued with both spiritu-
ality and superstition. Those who wear sak
yant often believe their tattoos genuinely
lend them magical powers, bringing good
luck or protection from evil spirits. Some are
even convinced that their inking will make
them bullet proof. The designs-lines of script,
geometric patterns and animal shapes-are
also deeply interwoven with Buddhist and
animist imagery that some Thais fear western-
ers fail to appreciate. Tattoos showing reli-
gious deities such as the Buddha or the Hindu
god Ganesh-also popular in Thailand-are par-
ticularly problematic, especially if they are
below the waist. 

In Thai culture, the head is the most sacred
part of the body. The further down the body,
the less sacred, and foreigners with religious
figures inked on their legs have caused upset.
On the main highway into Bangkok from the
city’s Suvarnabhumi Airport, huge 50-foot
(15-metre) wide billboards declare “It’s wrong
to use Buddha as a decoration or tattoo”.
Some groups want a complete ban on any
tattoos of religious figures. 

“The Buddha was a person who was clean
from inside to outside. His mind was free from

Thai master tattoo artist Arjarn Neng working at his studio in Bangkok. —AFP photos

Foreigners flock to ancient Thai tattoo masters

Thai master tattoo artist Arjarn Neng posing at his studio.
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illusion and all the impurities,” Manat Chareekote,
a spokesman for the Knowing Buddha
Organization, he said. “To tattoo the clean one
like Buddha on the body is considered improper
and lacks respect.”

Power of tattoos 
Professor Sukanya Sujachaya, adviser and

former director of The Center of Folklore
Research at Chulalongkorn University in
Bangkok, believes foreigners should do more
research before opting for such tattoos. “Today
it’s about fashion. But this type of tattoo cannot
be sold just for their beauty. It also has to be for
the belief,” she said. Thailand is not the only
Buddhist country to experience a backlash
against foreigners appropriating religious
imagery. 

In April 2014 a British nurse was thrown out
of Sri Lanka for sporting a tattoo of Buddha on
her arm despite her insistence she was a devout
Buddhist who bore the tattoo as a mark of
respect. And in March Myanmar jailed a New
Zealand bar manager for using an image of
Buddha wearing headphones to advertise a
cheap drinks night. But while many foreign
tourists have little idea about the spiritual signif-
icance attached to religious tattoos, others deny
being insensitive and say their inkings are more
than a fashion statement. “When I see at my tat-
toos, it helps me and I think back to what my
ajarn told me,” said Logan, an American living in
Thailand. “I’ve finally found a perfect ajarn for
me. He is really a big brother, he is like a men-
tor.”

When a follower of an ajarn receives a tattoo,
they are often told by their master to follow a
certain set of rules to improve their life, with the
warning added that failure to do so invalidates
the power of the tatoo.  Among the rules are
the first five Buddhist precepts-do not harm liv-
ing beings, do not steal, do not have inappropri-
ate sexual behavior, do not lie and do not con-
sume drugs or intoxicating liquor. Neng says
many of those visiting him are thinking beyond
the look of tattoos. “Foreigners like the unique
beauty of patterns,” he says. “But also, they have
learnt that believing in the sacred letters of the
tattoo might bring them strength.”—AFP

Arjarn Neng working at his studio. A tattoo made by Thai master tattoo artist Arjarn
Neng (not seen) on the back of a German tourist.

A dragon on the forearm of a German tourist.

Thai master tattoo artist Arjarn Neng (not seen) dip-
ping his needle into ink as he tattoos a German
tourist (not seen).

Arjarn Neng tattoos a German tourist. Arjarn Neng tattoos a German tourist.

Thai master tattoo artist Arjarn Neng praying in front of a
shrine at his studio.

A German tourist during a ritual with Thai master tattoo
artist Arjarn Neng.

Arjarn Neng working on a German tourist.Arjarn Neng working at his studio.
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MOUNTAIN VIEW: The latest version of Google’s self-driving car - a
pod-like two-seater that needs no gas pedal or steering wheel - will
make its debut on public roads this summer, a significant step in the
technology giant’s mission to have driverless cars available to con-
sumers in next five years. This prototype is the first vehicle built from
scratch for the purpose of self-driving, Google says. It looks like a
Smart car with a shiny black bowler hat to hide its sensors, and it can
drive, brake and recognize road hazards without human intervention.
It has more capabilities than the prototype Google introduced last
May, which was so rudimentary it had fake headlights.

The new pod isn’t designed for a long trip, or a joyride. It lacks air
bags and other federally required safety features, so it can’t go more
than 25 miles per hour. It’s electric, and has to be recharged after 80
miles. And the pod can only drive in areas that have been thoroughly
mapped by Google. At first, it will likely even have a steering wheel
and gas pedal - current California regulations require them. Those reg-
ulations also require a driver to be able to take back control of the car
at any time. But Google is lobbying for more flexible regulations.
Google will initially build and test 25 pods, mostly in neighborhoods
surrounding its Mountain View headquarters. It will eventually build
between 50 and 100, and will broaden testing to sites that are hillier
and rainier.

The ultimate goal, says Google co-founder Sergey Brin, is comput-
er-controlled cars that can eliminate human error, which is a factor in
an estimated 90 percent of the 1.2 million road deaths that occur
worldwide each year. Self-driving cars could also improve traffic con-
gestion and transport the elderly and disabled. Google shocked the
auto industry in 2010 with its announcement that it was working on a
driverless car. Brin insists Google doesn’t aspire to be a car company,
but wants its technology to be adopted by automakers. “We want to
partner to bring self-driving to all the vehicles in the world,” Brin told a
group of journalists and community members gathered earlier this
week to take rides in the prototype.

Autonomous cars
For now the traditional automakers are pursuing their own self-

driving technology, but with less ambitious timeline of 10 to 15 years
for a truly driverless car. Chris Urmson, who directs Google’s self-dri-
ving car project, says the slow-moving, friendly looking prototype - his
young son thinks it looks like a koala because of the nose-like black
laser on the front - is a good bridge between the company’s current
test fleet of 20 specially outfitted Lexus SUVs and the more advanced,
higher-speed driverless cars of its future, which might not even look
like anything on the road today. “This vehicle is really all about us
learning. This vehicle could go on a freeway, but when we think about
introducing the technology, we want to do that very thoughtfully and
very safely,” Urmson says.

Convincing drivers that driverless technology is safe is one of the
hurdles the company must overcome. Earlier this week, in response to
questions from The Associated Press, Google acknowledged 11 minor
accidents in the six years it has been testing autonomous cars.
Urmson says the company is proud of that record, and notes that
Google’s vehicles have completed more than 1.7 million miles of test-
ing. He says all but one of the accidents were caused by drivers in oth-
er cars; in the only incident caused by a Google car, a staffer was driv-
ing in manual mode.

Consumers question whether they can trust self-driving cars to
work all the time, who will be liable if there’s an accident and how self-
driving cars will interact with regular cars, says the consulting firm JD
Power and Associates. In a 2013 survey of US drivers, JD Power found
only one in five was interested in a fully autonomous car. Urmson says
Google needs to do a better job of educating people about self-dri-

ving technology and updating them on Google’s progress. It’s build-
ing a Web site to teach people about the technology, and the site will
feature a monthly report that will include details of any accidents
involving Google cars. The site will also have a section where people
can send feedback when they interact with the cars.

The system isn’t perfect
The prototype cars - assembled in suburban Detroit by Roush

Industries - have the same array of radars, lasers and cameras as
Google’s fleet of Lexus SUVs, which allows them to share data. If one
car’s camera spots orange cones and construction signs, for example,
it will alert all the others to slow down in that area or reroute around a
lane closure. Dmitri Dolgov, the head of software for the self-driving
car project, says Google’s software has gotten much better over the
last year at classifying objects, like trees and mailboxes, and predicting
behavior of pedestrians and other cars. For example, Google’s cars will
slow down if they sense that a car in the next lane is speeding up to
cut in front of them. And in one recent test, a Google car paused
when a cyclist ran a red light. Another car, driven by a human, went
ahead and nearly hit the cyclist.

The system isn’t perfect. On a test drive, one of Google’s Lexus
SUVs seemed momentarily confused when a mail truck partially
blocked its path. Later, during a demonstration drive in Google’s park-
ing lot, the prototype - without a wheel or pedal - braked when it
spotted a row of folding chairs. It had to figure out that the chairs
wouldn’t move before it proceeded. Dolgov says it’s impossible to
predict everything its test cars might see, so they’re programmed to
act in the most conservative way when they confront something
unusual, like the time a Google SUV stopped and waited while a
woman in a wheelchair chased a duck with a broom.

Google isn’t alone in developing self-driving cars. Mercedes-Benz,
Infiniti and other brands already have advanced driver assistance sys-
tems, like lane keeping and adaptive cruise control, that can pilot the
car on the highway with minimal input from the driver. Unlike Google,
automakers think self driving cars will arrive feature-by-feature
instead of all at once, giving people plenty of time to adapt to
autonomous driving. But Urmson says that approach is “fundamental-
ly wrong.” “We believe that’s like saying, ‘If I work really hard at jump-
ing, one day I’ll just be able to fly,’” he said. Egil Juliussen, the principal
analyst of infotainment and advanced driver assist systems for the
consulting firm IHS Automotive, says Google’s “moon shot” strategy is
difficult and riskier than just adding features to existing cars. —AP

Facebook ‘tramples

European privacy law’ 

BRUSSELS: Belgium’s privacy watchdog accused Facebook yes-
terday of trampling on European privacy laws by tracking people
online without their consent and dodging questions from nation-
al regulators. The Privacy Protection Commission (CPVP/CBPL),
which is working with German, Dutch, French and Spanish coun-
terparts, launched the blistering attack after trying to find out
more about the US social media giant’s practices. It urged
Internet users to install privacy software to shield themselves
from Facebook’s tracking systems, whether they have an account
with the social network or not.

The show of strength from the Belgian regulator, which does
not have the power to levy fines, highlights a growing willing-
ness across the 28-member bloc to demand that big US tech
companies abide by European laws. “Facebook tramples on
European and Belgian privacy laws”, the Commission said after
publishing a report analyzing changes that the company made
to its privacy policies in January. It said in a statement that
Facebook had refused to recognize Belgian and other EU nation-
al jurisdictions, insisting it was subject only to the law in Ireland,
the site of its European headquarters. “Facebook has shown
itself particularly miserly in giving precise answers,” the watch-
dog said, adding that the results of the study by a group of
researchers were “disconcerting”. A Facebook spokeswoman
questioned the Belgians’ authority but said it would review the
study’s recommendations with the Irish data protection com-
missioner: “We work hard to make sure people have control over
what they share and with whom.”“Facebook is already regulated
in Europe and complies with European data protection law, so
the applicability of the CBPL’s efforts is unclear,” she said. Some
EU states accuse Ireland of being soft on the multinational firms
it wants to attract, whether in data protection or corporate taxa-
tion. The commission said it would publish a second report on
Facebook this year. Sanctions available to privacy watchdogs
can be negligible to big firms, but a new EU data protection law
expected to be ready this year would allow for fines up to 5 per-
cent of annual sales.—Reuters

Latest self-driving Google car 

heading to public streets

CALIFORNIA: A reporter walks toward Google’s new self-driving prototype car dur-
ing a demonstration at the Google campus in Mountain View. — AP photos

CALIFORNIA: The front of Google’s new
self-driving prototype car.

CALIFORNIA: Google co-founder Sergey Brin, speaks to
reporters and guests about the new Google self-driving pro-
totype car.

Want to know where

to get high? There’s

an app for that

LONDON: Cannabis users looking for someone to share a joint
with have a new app that lets them findlike-minded smokers
around the world. The creator of the “Who is Happy” app, a
Brazilian epilepsy sufferer who wants the drug decriminalized,
says his software is a kind of “Foursquare for stoners”, comparing
it to the app that allows users to rate restaurants and other places
they visit. “The app is the first global platform of its kind allowing
cannabis consumers to connect and unite to promote happiness
while de-stigmatizing and hopefully decriminalizing cannabis use
around the world,” Paulo Costa said.

Users who anonymously log their location will see a green
cloud appear on the app’s map, covering a 1-km (half mile)
radius. They can then check to see if others are partaking any-
where nearby, or elsewhere in the world. A greater number of
users increases a location’s “happiness” quotient. Having been
one of the top-30 downloaded apps in Brazil, the app ranks the
home nation as the biggest user and therefore the happiest
country. Cannabis has been decriminalized for recreational and
medical use in some US states but is illegal in Brazil. — Reuters
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DUBAI: Thomas Edison, one of the greatest inven-
tors in history, once said, “I have not failed. I’ve just
found 10,000 ways that won’t work.” This quote
neatly underscores my opinion on the future
development of business-IT platforms based on
emerging technologies such as cloud, big data,
social business, and mobility. Mastering these
complex technologies not only takes time, but also
prolonged bouts of trial and error. 

The reason for this is that such initiatives are
rarely one-and-done efforts. For most enterprises,
the adoption of big data or cloud sourcing, for
example, represents a stream of projects that
stretches out to an uncertain future. The complexi-
ty of these projects and the fact that they will grad-
ually change the enterprise’s use of IT mean that

CIOs will be challenged as never before to manage
a continuous process of incremental development.

Many of these projects will ‘fail’ in the tradition-
al sense by running over budget, taking too long
to execute, or failing to deliver the planned and
hoped-for value. However, even when individual
projects fail, not all of the value they have accumu-
lated is lost, and nor should the enterprise aban-
don its goal of achieving excellence in leveraging
technology for competitive advantage.

With that mind, I strongly encourage CIOs and
their business partners to find a new way to evalu-
ate the success or failure of their IT projects, recog-
nizing that each initiative is not just an isolated ele-
ment but rather a link in a chain that leads toward
true enterprise competency. Here at IDC, we refer
to this approach as ‘failure management’ and firmly
believe that it will become a standard project man-
agement discipline for CIOs within the next few
years. But what does ‘failure management’ really
mean? And, more importantly, how does it work?

Businesses rushing to embrace emerging tech-
nology solutions may fail more often than not
toextract full value from individual projects, but in
the long run they will reap enormousvalue as long
as they persist and stay focused on their strategic
goals. The key to ‘failure management’ is to thinkof
failure not as an absolute end result but interms of
a range of project outcomes. Some outcomes
require that a project beterminated outright. Many
others, however, represent an opportunity to
rethink goals,restructure resources and, ultimately,
to make better future choices about how

toachieve positive returns on tech investments.

‘Failure management’
This idea sits at the heart of our recommended

approach to ‘failure management’. And for the CIO,
it means leading an evaluation process at key
stages in a project lifecycle to assess not only stan-
dard performance metrics (eg, on time, on budget)
but also measures of business value return. At these
junctures, called ‘valuecheckpoints’, it is as impor-
tant (if not more so) to determine whether the pro-
ject’s anticipated return is still in play, still a priority,
and still a realistic goal based oncurrent (and pro-
jected future) resource requirements.

When projects are failing, organizations face
three options: stay the course, kill the project, or
find a way to change the project’s trajectory. At IDC,
we call this the ‘Rule of Three’, with the first ques-
tion being: Should we continue as we have to this
point? There are a number of questions that typi-
cally get asked to determine the answer, but the
only outflow is “yes” or “no”. The next question is
derived from the first: If we can’t push ahead, can
we change course effectively? In these cases, goals
change as well, and it is my belief that if the poten-
tial to rethink a project exists, CIOs will increasingly
build ‘failure management’ disciplines into their
project planning and use them as another input to
their existing proactive change management best
practices.

Maintain, change, or abandon
If the answer to the second question is “no”,

there is only one option left: Should we abandon
course and kill the project? Of the three questions,
two - option 1 (stay the course) and option 3 (kill
the project) -are already familiar to CIOs and most
project planners. Nearly all project planning-
methodologies focus predominantly on those two
options. However, it is vital topay proper consider-
ation to all three options and the questions that
need to be answered to determine theoptimum
course of action - maintain, change, or abandon.

Developing a system to anticipate a range of
outcomes for business-IT initiatives will become a
cornerstone for the successful implementation of
complex technology projects. CIOs who hope to
maintain their relevance as IT leaders will need to
become more involved in the periodic review of
significant projects, introducing regular check-
points that provide an opportunity to assess
whether the value returned to the business is still
on track to justify current and projected resource
use. 

In five years, perhaps sooner, businesses will
routinely source technology solutions from a
variety of providers, withthe IT department
being just one spoke in a much broader wheel.
The consequence will begreater project and
architectural complexity, and a much greater
opportunity for failure. But enterprises should
seek to manage this opportunity rather than fear
it, because those that actively embrace the prin-
ciples espoused by Edison all those years ago will
ultimately see truth in the adage that success
always starts with a failure.

Managing failure to secure strategic advantage

SEOUL: Lee Chang-june can be miles away from his 12-year-old son
but still know when he plays a smartphone game. With the press of an
app he can see his son’s phone activity, disable apps or totally shut
down the smartphone. The app, “Smart Sheriff,” was funded by the
South Korean government primarily to block access to pornography
and other offensive content online. But its features go well beyond
that. Smart Sheriff and at least 14 other apps allow parents to monitor
how long their kids use their smartphones, how many times they use
apps and which websites they visit. Some send a child’s location data
to parents and issue an alert when a child searches keywords such as
“suicide,” “pregnancy” and “bully” or receives messages with those
words.

In South Korea, those apps have been downloaded at least
480,000 times. The number will likely go up. Last month, South
Korea’s Korea Communications Commission, which has sweeping
powers covering the telecommunications industry, required telecoms
companies and parents to ensure Smart Sheriff or one of the other
monitoring apps is installed when anyone aged 18 years or under
gets a new smartphone. The measure doesn’t apply to old smart-
phones but most schools sent out letters to parents encouraging
them to install the software anyway.

Many countries have safety filtering tools for the Internet but it is
rare to enforce them by law. Japan enacted a similar law in 2009 but
unlike South Korea it allows parents to opt out. South Korea’s new sys-
tem is by no means impervious. For one, it can only be fully applied to
Android phones not Apple Inc. phones. But cybersecurity experts and
Internet advocacy groups argue the monitoring infringes too far on
privacy and free speech. Some warm it will produce a generation
inured to intrusive surveillance. “It is the same as installing a surveil-
lance camera in teenagers’ smartphones,” said Kim Kha Yeun, a gener-
al counsel at Open Net Korea, a nonprofit organization that is appeal-
ing the regulator’s ordinance to South Korea’s Constitutional Court.
“We are going to raise people who are accustomed to surveillance.”

National obsession
South Korea, one of the Asia’s richest nations, is crisscrossed by

cheap fast Internet and smartphone use is ubiquitous. Many Koreans
get their first smartphone when they are young. Eight out of 10 South
Koreans aged 18 and below own a smartphone, according to govern-
ment data. Some 72 percent of elementary school students owned a
smartphone in 2013, a jump from 20 percent in 2011. How technolo-
gy is affecting the young has become a national obsession. The gov-
ernment and parent groups have pushed numerous initiatives to limit

device and Internet use as well as prevent excessive gaming. Many
parents welcome the ability to peer inside their children’s online
world.

Lee, who worked in the online game industry for nearly a decade,
said that having a control over his son’s smartphone has been positive
and increased dialogue in the family. His son plays a mobile game
about two hours on weekends. If he wants to play a mobile game out-
side those hours, he comes up to dad and talks about why he wants
to play it. 

“What is important is that parents and children talk to each other
and try to build consensus. He is only in a sixth grade but he wants to
have his privacy,” Lee said. “I told him: We are installing this and father
will know which app you use,” he said. “I see it positive in helping nur-
ture his habit of self-control.” Legal experts, however, say South
Korea’s telecoms regulator has taken the sweeping step of legalizing
the broad collection of personal, sensitive data that belongs to
teenagers without any public consultation or consideration of the
possible consequences. “South Korea underestimated the chilling
effect,” said Kang Jeong-Soo, director at Institute for the Digital
Society. 

Cyber security experts also warn that the apps could be misused
and installed on phones with the owner’s knowledge. “It could be an
official spying app,” said Ryu Jong-myeong, CEO at SoTIS, a cyber
security company. To get around the regulations, some students say
they will wait until they turn 19 to get a new phone. “I’d rather not buy
a phone,” said Paik Hyunsuk, 17. “It’s violation of students’ privacy and
oppressing freedom.” Cho Jaehyun, a senior year high school student,
had to install a parental control app when he was in middle school.
But he said he was lucky that his parents agreed to uninstall the app
when he entered high school. 

“We don’t always use the smartphone for something bad,” said
Cho, 17. “Because I could use my phone freely without control, I got
interested in developing iPhone games.”

Not all parents are on board either. Park Choel-hee, father of a 10-
year-old daughter, said South Korea resorts too much to regulation
and makes “senseless” choices about what content is offensive. “A
few officials arbitrarily determine which websites are harmful and uni-
laterally shut them off. They rob the rights of Internet users. It is no dif-
ferent from the Great Fire Wall of China.” Park, who gave his daughter
his second phone so she didn’t have to release her personal informa-
tion to mobile carriers, said he feels “uncomfortable” that his child is
growing up in a society of prying eyes. “Children will not have an abili-
ty to think for themselves,” he said. — AP

Phone monitoring apps

flourish in South Korea

Group Vice President and Regional
Managing Director, IDC Middle East, Africa
and Turkey Jyoti Lalchandani.

SEOUL:  A promotional banner of mobile apps that block
harmful contents, is posted on the door at a mobile store.

SEOUL:  South Korean middle school students use their
smartphones at a bus station. — AP photos
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00:20 Fast N’ Loud
01:10 Fast N’ Loud
02:00 Misfit Garage
02:50 Wheeler Dealers
03:40 Storage Hunters
04:05 Backroad Bounty
05:00 How It’s Made
05:30 How Do They Do It?
06:00 Deadly Dilemmas
06:25 Deadly Dilemmas
06:50 What Happened Next?
07:15 What Happened Next?
07:40 Close-Up Kings
08:30 Bear Grylls: Breaking Point
09:20 Marooned With Ed Stafford
10:10 So You Think You’d Survive?
11:00 Tanked
11:50 Tanked
12:40 Tanked
13:30 Tanked
14:20 Tanked
15:10 Tanked
16:00 Gold Rush
16:50 Gold Divers
17:40 Alaska: The Last Frontier
(Season 4 Specials)
18:30 Bear Grylls: Breaking Point
19:20 Marooned With Ed Stafford
20:10 Edge Of Alaska
21:00 Auction Hunters
21:25 Auction Hunters
21:50 Auction Hunters
22:15 Auction Hunters
22:40 Auction Hunters
23:05 Treehouse Masters
23:55 The Pool Master

AFTERSHOCK ON OSN MOVIES ACTION HD

00:00 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
00:30 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
00:55 Extreme Close-Up
01:25 Beyond Candid With Giuliana
02:20 E! News
03:15 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
04:10 E!ES
05:05 Pop Innovators
06:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
06:55 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
07:50 Style Star
08:20 E! News
09:15 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
09:45 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
10:15 The E! True Hollywood Story
11:10 E!ES
12:05 E! News
13:05 Giuliana & Bill
14:05 Christina Milian Turned Up
14:30 Christina Milian Turned Up
15:00 Fashion Bloggers
15:30 Fashion Bloggers
16:00 House Of DVF
17:00 House Of DVF
18:00 E! News
19:00 E!ES
20:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
21:00 Christina Milian Turned Up
21:30 Christina Milian Turned Up
22:00 E! News

00:30 Guy’s Big Bite
01:00 Girl Eats World
01:30 Girl Eats World
02:00 Bite This With Nadia G
02:30 Bite This With Nadia G
03:00 Guy’s Big Bite
03:30 Guy’s Big Bite
04:00 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
04:30 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
05:00 Chopped
06:00 Guy’s Grocery Games
07:00 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
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08:00 Chopped
09:00 Amazing Wedding Cakes
10:00 The Pioneer Woman
10:30 The Pioneer Woman
11:00 Siba’s Table
11:30 Siba’s Table
12:00 Guy’s Big Bite
12:30 Chopped

13:30 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
14:00 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
14:30 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
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15:30 Chopped
16:30 The Pioneer Woman
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17:30 Guy’s Big Bite
18:00 Guy’s Big Bite
18:30 Guy’s Big Bite
19:00 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
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20:00 Chopped
21:00 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
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22:00 Man Fire Food
22:30 Man Fire Food
23:00 Bite This With Nadia G
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00:20 Attack Of The Big Cats
01:10 Hunter Hunted
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02:50 The Pack
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05:35 World’s Weirdest
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07:25 Hooked
08:20 Planet Carnivore
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11:05 Animals Gone Wild
12:00 When Sharks Attack
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13:50 Lion Army
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15:40 Man And The Wild
16:35 Nordic Wild
17:30 Built For The Kill
18:25 Unlikely Animal Friends
19:20 Wild Colombia
20:10 Man And The Wild
21:00 Nordic Wild
21:50 Built For The Kill
22:40 Unlikely Animal Friends
23:30 When Sharks Attack

01:30 Paul O’Grady: For The Love Of
Dogs
02:00 Who’s Doing The Dishes
02:55 Emmerdale
03:20 Emmerdale
03:55 Emmerdale
04:20 Emmerdale
04:45 Emmerdale
05:00 Coronation Street
05:25 Coronation Street
05:50 Coronation Street
06:15 Coronation Street
06:40 Coronation Street
07:05 Coronation Street Catchup
08:00 The Doctor Blake Mysteries
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09:50 Murdoch Mysteries
10:40 Murdoch Mysteries
11:10 Eggheads
11:35 Eggheads
12:00 Eggheads
12:25 Eggheads
13:15 Raised By Wolves
13:40 Raised By Wolves
14:05 Big Star’s Little Star
15:00 Home Fires
15:45 Who’s Doing The Dishes
16:30 The Doctor Blake Mysteries
17:45 The Doctor Blake Mysteries
18:30 Raised By Wolves
19:00 Big Star’s Little Star
19:45 Home Fires
20:30 The Doctor Blake Mysteries
21:45 The Doctor Blake Mysteries
22:30 Raised By Wolves
23:00 Coronation Street
23:25 Coronation Street
23:50 Coronation Street

02:00 Aftershock
04:00 Ice Soldiers
06:00 The Sanctuary
08:00 Man Of Steel
10:30 Jack Ryan: Shadow Recruit
12:30 Ice Soldiers
14:15 Closed Circuit
16:00 The Sanctuary
17:30 Jack Ryan: Shadow Recruit
19:30 Man Of Steel
22:00 The Courier

01:00 Luke And Lucy: The Texas
Rangers
02:45 Top Cat: The Movie
04:30 Wheelers
06:00 The Olsen Gang In Deep
Trouble
08:00 Pim And Pom: The Big
Adventure
10:00 Happily N’Ever After 2: Snow
White
11:30 Oggy & The Cockroaches: The
Movie
13:00 Top Cat: The Movie
14:30 A Cat In Paris
16:00 Twigson
18:00 Happily N’Ever After 2: Snow
White
20:00 The Happy Cricket 2
22:00 A Cat In Paris
23:30 Twigson

00:00 America The Wild
01:00 Shark Men
02:00 Banged Up Abroad
03:00 Battleground Brothers
04:00 Mystery Files
04:30 Mystery Files
05:00 Somewhere In China
06:00 Untamed Americas
07:00 Family Guns
08:00 America The Wild
09:00 Shark Men
10:00 Banged Up Abroad
11:00 Brain Games
11:30 Brain Games
12:00 The Border
13:00 Remote Survival
14:00 Doomsday Preppers
15:00 Knights Of Mayhem
16:00 Inside
17:00 Is It Real?
18:00 Star Talk
19:00 Knights Of Mayhem
20:00 Inside
21:00 Is It Real?
22:00 Star Talk
23:00 Brain Games
23:30 Brain Games

00:30 The Daily Show With Jon
Stewart
01:00 The Nightly Show With Larry
Wilmore
01:30 Girls
02:00 Girls
02:30 Curb Your Enthusiasm
03:00 Last Man Standing
03:30 New Girl
04:30 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
06:00 Men At Work
07:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers
09:00 Last Man Standing
09:30 Black-Ish
10:00 Fresh Off The Boat
11:00 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
12:00 Men At Work
14:00 New Girl
14:30 Black-Ish
15:00 Fresh Off The Boat
15:30 The Daily Show With Jon
Stewart
16:00 The Nightly Show With Larry
Wilmore
16:30 Men At Work
17:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers
18:00 Last Man Standing
18:30 New Girl
19:00 2 Broke Girls
19:30 Galavant
20:00 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
21:00 The Daily Show Global Edition
21:30 The Nightly Show Global
Edition
22:00 Saturday Night Live

00:00 Parenthood
01:00 Once Upon A Time
02:00 Survivor: Worlds Apart
03:00 The Strain
05:00 Grey’s Anatomy
06:00 Parenthood
07:00 The Fosters
08:00 Graceland
10:00 Grey’s Anatomy
11:00 Once Upon A Time
12:00 The Fosters
13:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
14:00 Graceland
15:00 Parenthood
16:00 The Fosters
17:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
18:00 Graceland
19:00 Unforgettable
20:00 The Blacklist
21:00 Resurrection

00:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
01:00 Good Morning America
03:00 The Newsroom
04:00 Defiance
05:00 Good Morning America
07:00 Top Gear (UK)
08:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
09:00 Switched At Birth
11:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
12:00 How To Get Away With Murder
13:00 Crisis
14:00 Killer Women
15:00 Live Good Morning America
16:00 Switched At Birth
17:00 How To Get Away With Murder
18:00 Crisis
19:00 Switched At Birth
20:00 How To Get Away With Murder
21:00 Crisis
22:00 The Newsroom

00:00 Aftershock-18
02:00 Ice Soldiers-PG15
04:00 The Sanctuary-PG15
06:00 Man Of Steel-PG15
08:30 Jack Ryan: Shadow Recruit
10:30 Ice Soldiers-PG15
12:15 Closed Circuit-PG15
14:00 The Sanctuary-PG15
15:30 Jack Ryan: Shadow Recruit
17:30 Man Of Steel-PG15
20:00 The Courier-PG15
22:00 Judge Dredd-PG15

00:15 See Spot Run
02:00 So Undercover
04:00 Hello Ladies: The Movie
06:00 The Simpsons Movie

08:00 Son Of Rambow
10:00 So Undercover
12:00 Christmas At Castlebury Hall
14:00 Chalet Girl
16:00 Son Of Rambow
18:00 Madea’s Witness Protection
20:00 I Give It A Year
22:00 Welcome To The Jungle

01:00 The Fifth Estate-PG15
03:15 How I Live Now-PG15
05:00 At Middleton-PG15
07:00 The Last Days On Mars-PG15
09:00 Safe Haven-PG15
11:00 At Middleton-PG15
13:00 Paranoia-PG15
15:00 Playing For Keeps-PG15
17:00 Safe Haven-PG15
19:00 The Invisible Woman-PG15
21:00 One Chance-PG15
23:00 The Letter-PG15

02:00 Stalingrad
04:30 Battle Of The Year
06:30 Up Close And Personal
09:00 Between Us
11:00 Battle Of The Year
13:00 The Glass Man
15:00 My Piece Of The Pie
17:00 Between Us
19:00 The Joy Luck Club
21:30 Casualties Of War
23:30 12 Years A Slave

01:00 Malavita-PG15
03:00 Mandela: Long Walk To
Freedom-PG15
05:30 Tinker Bell And The Pirate
Fairy-FAM
07:15 Postman Pat: The Movie-PG
09:00 When The Game Stands Tall-
11:00 The Internship-PG15
13:00 Draft Day-PG15
15:00 Guardians Of The Galaxy
17:00 When The Game Stands Tall
19:00 Non-Stop-PG15
21:00 Sabotage-PG15
23:00 The Calling-PG15

00:15 Heaven Is For Real-PG
02:00 Frozen-PG
04:00 Red 2-PG15
06:00 Labor Day-PG15
08:00 Saving Mr. Banks-PG15
10:15 Holidaze-PG15
12:00 Red 2-PG15
14:00 Ong Bak 3-PG15
15:45 Saving Mr. Banks-PG15
18:00 Maximum Conviction-PG15
19:45 Lone Survivor-PG15
22:00 Dom Hemingway-18
23:45 Saving Mr. Banks-PG15

00:00 Live MSNBC The Ed Show
01:00 Live MSNBC Politicsnation
02:00 Live NBC Nightly News
02:30 ABC World News With David
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20:00 Storage Wars
20:30 Storage Wars
21:00 Storage Wars
21:30 Storage Wars
22:00 Ultimate Wheels
23:00 Big Rig Bounty Hunters

00:45 Breaking Amish
01:35 My 600lb Life
02:25 Body Bizarre
03:15 Outrageous Emergency
04:05 What Not To Wear
05:00 What Not To Wear
06:00 19 Kids And Counting
06:25 Toddlers & Tiaras
07:15 Toddlers & Tiaras
08:05 The Next Great Baker
08:55 The Next Great Baker
09:45 My Big Fat Fabulous Life
10:10 My Big Fat Fabulous Life
10:35 Extreme Couponing: Black
Friday Blitz
11:25 19 Kids And Counting
11:50 19 Kids And Counting
12:15 19 Kids And Counting
12:40 19 Kids And Counting
13:05 19 Kids And Counting
13:30 Say Yes To The Dress
14:20 Oprah: Where Are They Now?
15:10 Cake Boss
15:35 Cake Boss
16:00 Cake Boss
16:25 Cake Boss
16:50 Cake Boss
17:15 Extreme Couponing: Black
Friday Blitz
18:05 Oprah’s Next Chapter
18:55 Say Yes To The Dress
19:20 Say Yes To The Dress
19:45 Say Yes To The Dress
20:10 Say Yes To The Dress
20:35 Say Yes To The Dress
21:00 Oprah: Where Are They Now?
21:50 Oprah Presents: Master Class
22:40 Long Island Medium
23:05 Last Chance Salon
23:55 Last Chance Salon

03:00 Serial Killers
03:45 Couples Who Kill
04:30 Most Evil
05:20 Nightmare Next Door
06:10 True Crime With Aphrodite
Jones
07:00 Fatal Encounters
07:50 Disappeared
08:40 Disappeared
09:30 Who On Earth Did I Marry?
09:55 Who On Earth Did I Marry?
10:20 Who On Earth Did I Marry?
10:45 Who On Earth Did I Marry?
11:10 The Will
12:00 The Will
12:50 Blood Relatives
13:40 Nightmare Next Door
14:30 On The Case With Paula
Zahn
15:20 On The Case With Paula
Zahn
16:10 Extreme Forensics
17:00 Stalked: Someone’s
Watching
17:25 Stalked: Someone’s
Watching
17:50 I Was Murdered
18:15 I Was Murdered
18:40 I Almost Got Away With It
19:30 I Almost Got Away With It
20:20 I Almost Got Away With It
21:10 I Almost Got Away With It
22:00 Unravelled
22:50 Deadly Women
23:40 Desperate Measures
00:30 Whitey Bulger: The Making
Of A Monster
01:20 Blood Relatives
02:10 Unravelled

02:00 Golfing World
05:00 Super Rugby 
07:30 NRL Full Time
08:00 Live NRL Premiership
10:00 Super Rugby Highlights
10:30 Live Super Rugby
12:30 Live Super Rugby
15:00 NRL Premiership
17:00 Super Rugby Highlights
18:00 Live Super Rugby 
20:00 Live Super Rugby 
22:00 Super Rugby Highlights
23:00 Live Indy Car Series 

00:00 Indian Premier League H/L :
SH v RCB
01:00 ICC Cricket 360
12:30 Indian Premier League H/L :
SH v RCB
13:30 Live Indian Premier League :
KXIP v CSK
17:00 ICC Cricket 360
17:30 Live Indian Premier League :
RR v KKR
23:00 Indian Premier League H/L :
KXIP v CSK

04:35 Art Attack
05:00 Julius Jr.
05:10 Calimero
05:25 Henry Hugglemonster
05:35 Zou
05:50 Mouk
06:00 Jungle Junction
06:10 Art Attack
06:35 Julius Jr.
06:45 Calimero
07:00 Jungle Junction
07:15 Zou
07:30 Calimero
07:45 Loopdidoo
08:00 Limon And Oli
08:10 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
08:35 Doc McStuffins
09:05 Art Attack
09:30 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
10:00 Sofia The First: The Curse Of
Princess
10:55 Zou
11:10 Jake And The Neverland
Pirates
11:35 Limon And Oli
11:50 Henry Hugglemonster
12:15 Sofia The First
12:45 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
13:10 Sheriff Callie’s Wild West
13:35 Zou
13:50 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
14:15 Doc McStuffins
14:45 Limon And Oli
14:55 Loopdidoo
15:10 Sofia The First
15:35 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
16:00 Cars Toons
16:05 Lilo & Stitch
16:30 Adventures Of The Gummi
Bears
17:00 Chip n Dale Rescue Rangers
17:25 Ducktales
18:00 Art Attack
18:30 Sofia The First
18:55 Cars Toons
19:00 The Adventures Of Disney
Fairies
19:30 Jake And The Neverland
Pirates
19:45 Doc McStuffins
20:00 Adventures Of The Gummi
Bears
20:30 Sofia The First: The Curse Of
Princess
21:25 Cars Toons
21:30 Ducktales
22:00 Lilo & Stitch
22:25 Art Attack

03:00 Art Attack
03:25 Julius Jr.
03:35 Calimero
03:50 Henry Hugglemonster
04:00 Zou
04:15 Mouk
04:25 Jungle Junction

Muir
03:00 Live MSNBC All In With Chris
Hayes
04:00 Live MSNBC The Rachel
Maddow Show
05:00 MSNBC Hardball W/ Chris
Matthews
06:00 NBC Nightly News
06:30 ABC World News With David
Muir
06:57 NBC Nightly News
07:18 ABC World News With David
Muir
07:39 Live ABC Nightline
08:06 MSNBC The Rachel Maddow
Show
09:00 MSNBC Hardball W/ Chris
Matthews
10:00 MSNBC Morning Joe
13:00 MSNBC The Ed Show
14:00 Live NBC Saturday Today
Show
16:00 ABC 20/20
17:57 MSNBC Hardball W/ Chris
Matthews
18:38 MSNBC The Rachel Maddow
Show
21:00 MSNBC Weekends With Alex
Witt Saturday
23:00 Live MSNBC Caught On
Camera

07:00 Live AFL Premiership
10:30 Live HSBC Sevens World
Series 
20:00 Live PGA Tour 

02:45 Ironclad
03:45 Greenberg
05:45 Ironclad
07:45 Pirates Of The Caribbean: On
Stranger Tides
10:00 Father Of The Bride II
11:45 Wreck-It Ralph
13:30 Love Potion No.9
15:15 Brave
16:45 A Good Man In Africa
18:15 Cars 2
20:00 Then She Found Me
21:45 The Odd Life Of Timothy
Green
23:30 Monsters, Inc.

Behavior
08:30 Revenge
09:30 Revenge
10:30 Off The Map
11:30 How I Met Your Mother
12:00 Cougar Town
12:30 Cougar Town
13:00 Masterchef: The Professionals
15:30 Lone Star Legend
16:30 The Bridge
17:30 Wayward Pines
18:30 Happy Endings
19:00 Happy Endings
19:30 Masterchef: The Professionals
20:10 Masterchef: The Professionals
21:00 According To Jim
21:30 According To Jim
22:00 Lone Star Legend
23:00 The Bridge

00:00 Pawn Stars
00:30 Pawn Stars
01:00 American Pickers
02:00 Storage Wars
02:30 Storage Wars
03:00 American Pickers
04:00 Ice Road Truckers
05:00 Counting Cars
05:30 Counting Cars
06:00 American Restoration
06:30 American Restoration
07:00 Counting Cars
07:30 Counting Cars
08:00 Counting Cars
08:30 Counting Cars
09:00 Counting Cars
09:30 Counting Cars
10:00 Big Rig Bounty Hunters
11:00 American Restoration
11:30 American Restoration
12:00 Ultimate Wheels
13:00 Storage Wars Texas
13:30 Storage Wars Texas
14:00 Storage Wars Texas
14:30 Storage Wars Texas
15:00 Shipping Wars
15:30 Shipping Wars
16:00 Pawn Stars
16:30 Pawn Stars
17:00 Pawn Stars
17:30 Pawn Stars
18:00 Pawn Stars South Africa
18:30 Pawn Stars South Africa
19:00 Storage Wars
19:30 Storage Wars

00:00 According To Jim
00:30 The Bridge
01:30 Lone Star Legend
02:30 Da Vinci’s Demons
03:30 Army Wives
04:30 Off The Map
05:30 Dirt
06:30 Criminal Minds: Suspect
Behavior
07:30 Criminal Minds: Suspect

22:55 Limon And Oli
23:05 Zou
23:20 Mouk
23:35 Jungle Junction
23:50 Art Attack
00:15 Julius Jr.
00:30 Calimero
00:45 Henry Hugglemonster
01:00 Zou
01:15 Jungle Junction
01:25 Art Attack
01:50 Julius Jr.
02:00 Calimero
02:15 Henry Hugglemonster
02:25 Zou
02:40 Mouk
02:50 Jungle Junction

06:00 Kid vs Kat
06:10 Zeke & Luther
06:35 Phineas And Ferb
07:00 Ultimate Spider-Man
07:25 Zeke & Luther
07:50 Star Wars Rebels
08:15 Supa Strikas
08:40 The 7D
09:05 Kirby Buckets
09:30 Phineas And Ferb
09:55 Phineas And Ferb
10:20 Phineas And Ferb
10:45 Phineas And Ferb
11:15 Phineas And Ferb
11:40 Phineas And Ferb
12:05 Phineas And Ferb
12:30 Phineas And Ferb
12:55 Phineas And Ferb
13:20 Phineas And Ferb
13:45 Phineas And Ferb
14:10 Phineas And Ferb
14:35 Phineas And Ferb
15:00 Phineas And Ferb
15:25 Phineas And Ferb
15:50 Phineas And Ferb
16:15 Phineas And Ferb
16:40 Lab Rats
17:05 Mighty Med
17:30 Meet The Robinsons
19:00 The 7D
19:15 Supa Strikas
19:40 Ultimate Spider-Man
20:05 Star Wars Rebels
20:30 Lanfeust Quest
20:55 Boyster
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KUWAIT: The Deanship of Social Service and Continuing Education at Kuwait University organized the Japanese Speech Contest recently in cooperation with the
Japanese Embassy. Japanese Ambassador to Kuwait Toshihiro Tsujihara attended the event.
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KUWAIT: Ambassador of Somalia to Kuwait Abdulqader Amin Sheikh hosted a press conference recently to discuss preparations for Africa Day celebrations to be
held later this month. Ambassadors of African nations attended the event, which took place at the Regency Hotel. —Photos by Joseph Shagra
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CRUCITO: Manuel de Jesus Sanchez holds up a green poncho to
protect his skin from the midday sun. The farmer says he was work-
ing in a rice paddy four years ago when a crop duster buzzed by,
dumping large quantities of what everyone here refers to as “the
poison.” From that moment Sanchez was exposed to the
glyphosate-based herbicide used by Colombia to wipe out
cocaine-producing crops, he says his skin broke out in a yellow
rash. Now white blotches have spread across his body and his eye-
sight is dimming.

“I never went to a doctor because I know he’ll prescribe creams
and pills that I can’t afford,” said Sanchez. Unable to till his farm, he
now squeaks by selling candy along the dirt streets where a hand-
ful of families live in wood and zinc-roofed shacks. Tales of harmful
health effects, everything from skin problems to miscarriages,
abound in this hamlet on the edge of the remote Paramillo nation-
al park in northern Colombia. Tracing the health problems to
glyphosate is impossible - too many years have passed with possi-
ble exposure to other pesticides, and most of the town’s residents,
many of them coca growers, are either too poor or afraid to travel
the three hours by boat and car to the nearest hospital and prose-
cutor’s office to investigate the causes.

President Juan Manuel Santos last week decided to halt fumiga-
tion in the wake of a report by a research arm of the World Health
Organization classifying glyphosate as a probable carcinogen. The
move is lending strength to injury claims by dozens of farmers here
who consider themselves victims of the US-led drug war in South
America. But it’s also raising concerns that cocaine production in
Colombia could come roaring back after a bloody, decades-old war
against the nation’s cartels. St Louis-based Monsanto, which dis-
covered glyphosate, told The Associated Press that it no longer
supplies the Colombian government with weed killer. It and other
manufacturers have strongly rejected WHO’s March assessment,
citing a 2012 ruling by the US Environmental Protection Agency
that glyphosate-based products are safe. They accuse critics of
cherry-picking data and pushing an agenda.

Provoked hostility
In October 2013, in response to an Associated Press article on

glyphosate use in farming in Argentina, Monsanto described the
herbicide as “even less toxic than the repellent you put on your
children’s skin.” It said the chemical had been misused in
Argentina. Colombia is the only country that destroys coca crops
by air and the practice has long provoked hostility from political
and environmental groups. Many observers see its suspension as
Santos’ political gift to rebels he has been trying for two years to
lure into signing a peace deal. The insurgents depend on the nar-
cotics trade for much of their funding and liken the spraying, which
is carried out by US contractors, to the use of Agent Orange during
the Vietnam War.

US officials deny any harm has been caused by the spraying and
say there is more danger to people’s health and the environment
from the chemicals used to manufacture cocaine in clandestine

labs. If glyphosate is so unsafe, then why is nobody considering a
ban on its widespread use in agriculture, they argue. “This is an
argument among the deaf,” said Myles Frechette, a US ambassador
to Colombia in the 1990s. “Those who argue it does damage will
not be convinced by science.”

On Thursday, Colombia’s National Narcotics Council, which sets
drug policy, approved Santos’ call to phase out glyphosate by
October in favor of slower-going manual eradication by army units
in areas frequently dominated by rebels. Residents of Crucito con-
sider it a bittersweet victory. They are afraid of the arrival of combat
troops and say they don’t have any means of sustenance besides
the roughly $1,000 they receive from drug traffickers for each kilo-
gram of coca paste.

Currently the most visible presence of the state in the town,
besides the twice-a-year fumigation campaigns, is an army check-
point that restricts the flow of gasoline, food and other supplies to
guerrillas and drug traffickers lurking in the jungle-covered moun-
tains beyond. “Our problems aren’t resolved by ending fumiga-
tion,” said Andres Herron, a community leader. “The government
needs to give us an alternative to traditional crops that allows us to
live. Growing yucca, plantains and yams doesn’t even leave enough
money to put food on the table.” Santos’ opponents warn that
Colombia could soon be swimming in coca, though just as many
observers argue that the spraying of 4 million acres since the 1990s
has done little to reduce cultivation of the leaf.

Skin problems and miscarriages
The latest survey by the US, released this month, shows that

areas under coca cultivation in Colombia shot up 39 percent last
year to 112,000 hectares. The White House’s drug czar attributed
the boom in part to an increase in off-limits areas like Paramillo,
one of the country’s 59 national parks and conservation areas
where spraying is banned. But supporters of Santos’ move say the
health threat is too high a price for Colombians to pay to keep
cocaine off the streets of the US and Europe. Research published
last year by Daniel Mejia, an expert adviser to Santos on drug poli-
cy, found higher rates of skin problems and miscarriages in districts
targeted by herbicides. It was based on a study of medical records
from 2003 to 2007.

Omar Miranda, who in the absence of a doctor is the only resi-
dent in Crucito trained in first aid, said he counted 20 miscarriages
last year in a town of roughly 75 families. He said there has also
been an increase in birth defects. Although Miranda has no evi-
dence to back up his observation or eliminate other possible caus-
es, it’s not hard to find examples of illness. Five-year-old Joani
Londono was born with a club foot and a missing leg. Her mother,
Adevis Diaz, attributes the malformations to having eaten vegeta-
bles from her garden just after a fumigation plane flew by. “A few
days later my water broke and my baby was born at six months,”
Diaz said, watching over her four children as they play on their
home’s dirt floor. “If we continue in this land our lives will be at
risk.”— AP

Google vs Oracle case

exposes differences

within White House

SAN FRANCISCO: The Obama administration has been locked in
internal wrangling over what position to take in high profile litigation
between two American technology giants, Google and Oracle,
according to multiple sources familiar with the discussions. It faces an
end-of-May deadline to decide whether to take sides in a case before
the US Supreme Court that will have wide implications for the tech-
nology industry. The case involves how much copyright protection
should extend to the Java programming language. Oracle won a fed-
eral appeals court ruling last year that allows it to copyright parts of
Java, while Google argues it should be free to use Java without pay-
ing a licensing fee.

Google, which used Java to design its Android smartphone oper-
ating system, appealed to the US Supreme Court. The high court then
asked the Obama administration in January for its opinion on
whether it should take the case. The nine justices request that US
Solicitor General Donald Verrilli, Jr, the government’s top lawyer
before the Supreme Court, weigh in on about 20 cases a year in
which the federal government has a strong interest. The justices gen-
erally give greater weight to what he or she says than other third par-
ties that take a side in a case, an influence which has caused the solici-
tor general to be dubbed the “tenth justice.”

According to Google, an Oracle victory would obstruct “an enor-
mous amount of innovation” because software developers would not
be able to freely build on each others’ work. But Oracle says it is effec-
tive copyright protection that’s the key to software innovation. It is
unclear what position the administration will ultimately take.
Deliberations within the Obama administration have mirrored the
larger debate in the technology world about how broadly copyright
should apply to software, the sources said.

Antitrust implications
Charles Duan, a lawyer for interest group Public Knowledge, that

backs Google in the case, said he met with officials at the Federal
Trade Commission and the Department of Justice antitrust division to
advance the view that Oracle is seeking a monopoly on software.
“They were very interested in the competition implications of the
case,” Duan said of the antitrust regulators. An FTC representative
declined to comment. Another source briefed on the discussions said
the solicitor general’s office has pushed back on pro-Google argu-
ments. The debate is coming down to the wire as the solicitor gener-
al’s office, a division of the DOJ, usually files its opinions by the end of
May to give the Supreme Court time to make a decision by the con-
clusion of its term at the end of June.

A Department of Justice spokeswoman declined to comment.
Google’s Android operating system is the world’s best-selling smart-
phone platform. Oracle sued Google in 2010, claiming that Google
had improperly incorporated parts of Java into Android. Oracle is
seeking roughly $1 billion on its copyright claims.

The case examined whether computer language that connects
programs (known as application programming interfaces, or APIs)
can be copyrighted. A San Francisco federal judge decided that the
Java APIs replicated by Google were not subject to copyright protec-
tion and were free for all to use. But the US Court of Appeals for the
Federal Circuit reversed that, saying it was bound to respect copy-
right protection for software “until either the Supreme Court or
Congress tells us otherwise.”

Legal teams from both Oracle and Google made separate presen-
tations to government officials in March, a third source familiar with
the meetings said. The company pitches attracted so much interest
from different government agencies that they had to be moved to a
larger conference room at the Department of Justice to accommo-
date all the lawyers, this source said. Some of the administration’s
technology advisers have been advocating the pro-Google position
as well, the second source said. This week, the White House appoint-
ed Edward Felten as deputy US Chief Technology Officer. Felten, a
computer scientist, signed onto a legal brief last November urging
the Supreme Court to hear Google’s appeal. The White House did not
respond to a request for comment, nor did an Oracle spokeswoman.
A Google representative declined to comment.

Meanwhile the US Copyright Office, a division of the Library of
Congress, is known as being pro-copyright which could make it more
likely to back Oracle, according to a lawyer for groups that support
Google. The Copyright Office did not respond to a request for com-
ment. Other technology companies, including Yahoo and Hewlett-
Packard, filed legal briefs at the Supreme Court supporting Google,
arguing that the Federal Circuit ruling “upset settled expectations
about the scope of copyright law.” Yet Oracle argued that the
Supreme Court should decline the case because the Federal Circuit
applied settled legal doctrine. “Google’s argument - that the code lost
all copyright protection because it became popular and Google
wanted Android to be popular, too - would not fly for any other
work,” Oracle’s attorneys wrote. — Reuters

CRUCITO: Manuel de Jesus Sanchez shows his body during
an interview.

CRUCITO: Adevis Diaz sits next to her daughter Joani
Londono, at their home in. — AP photos

In rural Colombia, ban on 

anti-coca herbicide is bittersweet
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30 minutes of

exercise is key to

health in old age

PARIS: Elderly men who do 30 minutes of physical activity
six days a week are likely to have a 40-percent lower risk of
death compared to couch-potato counterparts, researchers
said yesterday. For men in this age group, just a small
amount of regular exercise-regardless of intensity-is as
beneficial as giving up smoking, they said. The evidence
comes from a major project in Norway called the Oslo
Study. In it, doctors enrolled thousands of men born
between 1923 and 1932, who were given health checkups
and volunteered information about their lifestyle and phys-
ical activity.

The initiative was launched in 1972-3 with a first survey
among nearly 15,000 men.  In 2000, the survey was repeat-
ed among the same group, of whom 12,700 had survived.
Of these 5,700 were able or willing to continue in the
research. By 2011, deaths reduced this total to just under
3,600. The researchers were struck by the impact of regular
physical exercise during the 2000-2011 period, when the
volunteers were aged in their seventies or eighties. “A mor-
tality reduction of 40 percent was associated with a moder-
ate use of time (30 minutes, six days a week) irrespective of
whether the activity was light or vigorous,” their study said.
Among those who exercised vigorously-defined as hard
training several times a week-the lifespan was a whopping
five years longer than among those who were sedentary.

The study, led by Ingar Holme, a professor at the
Norwegian School of Sports Sciences, is published online in
the British Journal of Sports Medicine. Volunteers who took
part in the study after the relaunch in 2000 were the
healthiest survivors of the original batch, which potentially
skews some of the data. But even when this is taken into
account, the benefits of regular exercise were clear, the
authors said. “Physical activity should be targeted to the
same extent as smoking with respect to public health pre-
vention efforts in the elderly,” they said. — AFP

NEW YORK: A long-time patron at a New York steak house
chalked up a surprising addition to his final tab: $100,000, given
to his favorite waitress and her niece. Maureen Donohue-Peters,
53, got a call from a lawyer after Asian art collector Robert
Ellsworth passed away, informing that her “something” had been
left to her in his will. “I said ‘Oh my God!’. I did not expect any-
thing. He’s a very generous man, he’s always been good to every-
body,” Donohue-Peters said about Ellsworth, a patron at
Donohue’s Steak House for more than half a century. Ellsworth
left $100,000 to be split between Donohue-Peters and her 28-
year-old niece Maureen Barrie.

Donohue’s is an institution in Manhattan’s affluent Upper East
Side. Its darkened dining room, wood-paneled walls and red
tablecloths hearken back to an earlier era in traditional American
dining, and the restaurant draws a loyal customer base. “It’s a big

extended family,” Donohue-Peters said. Ellsworth was a
renowned collector and seller of Asian art with a penchant for
generosity.  He donated some $22 million worth of Asian paint-
ings to the Metropolitan Museum of Art in 1986, according to
local media. The New York Post estimated he had a fortune of
around $200 million.

The art collector was a customer at the steak house from the
beginning, he befriended Donohue-Peters’ father after the
restaurant opened in 1950, the waitress said. After that, Ellsworth
dined at the restaurant religiously, eventually becoming close to
Donohue-Peters when she took over in 2000, waiting tables at
the same time. “He had always a smile in his face. He always got
the same food, same drink,” Donohue-Peters said. “I would give
anything to have him back. No amount of money can replace
him,” she said. — AFP

Art collector leaves waitresses $100,000

NEW YORK: Maureen Donohue-Peters, a waitress at Donohue’s Steak House, poses in front of the restaurant. — AFP
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Sabah Hospital                                                 24812000

Amiri Hospital                                                  22450005

Maternity Hospital                                         24843100

Mubarak Al-Kabir Hospital                        25312700

Chest Hospital                                               24849400

Farwaniya Hospital                                    24892010

Adan Hospital                                               23940620

Ibn Sina Hospital                                         24840300

Al-Razi Hospital                                            24846000

Physiotherapy Hospital                            24874330/9

Kaizen center 25716707

Rawda 22517733

Adaliya 22517144

Khaldiya 24848075

Kaifan 24849807

Shamiya 24848913

Shuwaikh 24814507

Abdullah Salem 22549134

Nuzha 22526804

Industrial Shuwaikh 24814764

Qadsiya 22515088

Dasmah 22532265

Bneid Al-Gar 22531908

Shaab 22518752

Qibla 22459381

Kuwait KNCC PROGRAMME FROM THURSDAY TO
WEDNESDAY

(14/05/2015 TO 20/05/2015)
SHARQIA-1
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 12:00 PM
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON 2:15 PM
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON 5:00 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 7:45 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 10:00 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 12:15 AM

SHARQIA-2
MAD MAX: FURY ROAD - 3D 11:45 AM
NO THU
A MOUSE TALE 11:45 AM
THU
MAD MAX: FURY ROAD - 3D 2:30 PM
NO THU
A MOUSE TALE 2:30 PM
THU
MAD MAX: FURY ROAD 4:45 PM
MAD MAX: FURY ROAD 7:15 PM
MAD MAX: FURY ROAD - 3D 9:45 PM
MAD MAX: FURY ROAD 12:15 AM

SHARQIA-3
MAD MAX: FURY ROAD 12:30 PM
NO THU
THE BLOOD LANDS 12:30 PM
THU
THE BLOOD LANDS 2:45 PM
THE BLOOD LANDS 4:30 PM
MAD MAX: FURY ROAD 6:15 PM
THE BLOOD LANDS 8:45 PM
MAD MAX: FURY ROAD 10:30 PM
THE BLOOD LANDS 1:00 AM

MUHALAB-1
MAD MAX: FURY ROAD 1:00 PM
GOOD KILL 1:00 PM
GOOD KILL 3:15 PM
GOOD KILL 5:15 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 7:15 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 9:30 PM
MAD MAX: FURY ROAD 11:45 PM

MUHALAB-2
THE BLOOD LANDS 12:00 PM
THE BLOOD LANDS 2:00 PM
BOMBAY VELVET - Hindi 4:00 PM
LION - Telugu 4:00 PM
LION - Telugu 7:00 PM
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON 7:00 PM
LION - Telugu 10:00 PM
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON 10:00 PM
THE BLOOD LANDS 1:00 AM

MUHALAB-3
MAD MAX: FURY ROAD - 3D 12:15 PM
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON 11:45 AM
LION - Telugu 1:30 PM
MAD MAX: FURY ROAD 2:45 PM
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON 2:30 PM
MAD MAX: FURY ROAD - 3D 5:15 PM
MAD MAX: FURY ROAD 7:45 PM
MAD MAX: FURY ROAD - 3D 10:15 PM
MAD MAX: FURY ROAD 12:45 AM

FANAR-1
BACKCOUNTRY 11:30 AM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 1:30 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 3:45 PM
BACKCOUNTRY 6:00 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 8:15 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 10:30 PM
BACKCOUNTRY 12:45 AM

FANAR-2
THE BLOOD LANDS 12:45 PM
THE BLOOD LANDS 2:45 PM
THE BLOOD LANDS 4:30 PM
SWORD OF VENGEANCE 6:15 PM
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON 8:15 PM
THE BLOOD LANDS 11:00 PM
THE BLOOD LANDS 1:00 AM

FANAR-3
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON 12:30 PM
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON 3:30 PM
LION - Telugu 3:30 PM
LION - Telugu 6:30 PM
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON 6:30 PM
LION - Telugu 9:30 PM
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON 9:30 PM
SUN+TUE+WED
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON 12:30 AM

FANAR-4
MAD MAX: FURY ROAD - 3D 12:15 PM
SWORD OF VENGEANCE 12:15 PM
MAD MAX: FURY ROAD - 3D 2:30 PM
SWORD OF VENGEANCE 2:30 PM
MAD MAX: FURY ROAD 4:45 PM
MAD MAX: FURY ROAD - 3D 7:15 PM
MAD MAX: FURY ROAD 9:45 PM
MAD MAX: FURY ROAD - 3D 12:15 AM

FANAR-5
MAD MAX: FURY ROAD 11:30 AM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 11:30 AM
PIKU - HINDI 1:45 PM
MAD MAX: FURY ROAD 2:00 PM
BOMBAY VELVET - Hindi 4:15 PM
PIKU - HINDI 7:15 PM
BOMBAY VELVET - Hindi 9:45 PM
MAD MAX: FURY ROAD 12:45 AM

MARINA-1
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 11:45 AM
GOOD KILL 2:00 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 4:00 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 6:15 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 8:30 PM
GOOD KILL 10:45 PM
GOOD KILL 12:45 AM

MARINA-2
MAD MAX: FURY ROAD 12:00 PM
SWORD OF VENGEANCE 12:00 PM
MAD MAX: FURY ROAD 2:30 PM
SWORD OF VENGEANCE 2:30 PM
MAD MAX: FURY ROAD 5:00 PM
MAD MAX: FURY ROAD 7:30 PM
MAD MAX: FURY ROAD 10:00 PM
MAD MAX: FURY ROAD 12:30 AM

MARINA-3
GOOD KILL 11:30 AM
MAD MAX: FURY ROAD - 3D 1:30 PM
GOOD KILL 1:30 PM
MAD MAX: FURY ROAD - 3D 3:45 PM
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON 6:15 PM
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON -3D 9:00 PM
MAD MAX: FURY ROAD - 3D 11:45 PM

AVENUES-1
PAUL BLART: MALL COP 2 12:45 PM
A MOUSE TALE 3:00 PM
PIKU - HINDI 5:00 PM
PAUL BLART: MALL COP 2 7:45 PM
BOMBAY VELVET - Hindi 9:45 PM
BACKCOUNTRY 12:45 AM

AVENUES-2
GOOD KILL 11:30 AM
THE BLOOD LANDS 1:45 PM
GOOD KILL 3:45 PM
THE BLOOD LANDS 6:00 PM
GOOD KILL 8:00 PM
THE BLOOD LANDS 10:15 PM
GOOD KILL 12:30 AM

AVENUES-3
HOT PURSUIT 12:00 PM
HOT PURSUIT 2:00 PM
FAST & FURIOUS 7 4:00 PM
LION - Telugu
LION - Telugu 7:00 PM
LION - Telugu 10:00 PM
FAST & FURIOUS 7 7:00 PM
FAST & FURIOUS 7 10:00 PM
SUN+TUE+WED
THE BLOOD LANDS 1:00 AM

360º- 1
MAD MAX: FURY ROAD - 3D 12:30 PM
HOT PURSUIT 12:30 PM
MAD MAX: FURY ROAD - 3D 3:00 PM
HOT PURSUIT 3:00 PM
THUMAD MAX: FURY ROAD - 3D 5:30 PM
MAD MAX: FURY ROAD - 3D 8:00 PM
MAD MAX: FURY ROAD - 3D 10:30 PM
MAD MAX: FURY ROAD - 3D 1:00 AM

36º- 2
ACCIDENTAL LOVE 11:30 AM
GOOD KILL 1:45 PM
ACCIDENTAL LOVE 4:00 PM
GOOD KILL 6:15 PM
ACCIDENTAL LOVE 8:30 PM
GOOD KILL 10:45 PM

Prayer timings

Fajr: 03:26
Shorook 04:56
Duhr: 11:44
Asr: 15:20
Maghrib: 18:33
Isha: 20:00

SITUATION WANTED LOST

Civil Engineering Diploma
holder having 19 years expe-
rience in construction/ main-
tenance works need job in
supervisor post. 5 years expe-
rience in Kuwait. Transferable
visa no. 18. Phone: 65033757.
(C 4985)
16-5-2015

Senior Management level IT
Engineer (B.Tech.-VCAP5-
VCP5 cloud / DCV, CCNA-
CCNP-MCP-PMP-BS7799-
Security-Lead Auditor), 14
Years experience, technical
expert in entire IT functions
including infrastructure stor-
age, network, systems, virtu-
alization & cloud pioneer
with transferable Visa is look-
ing for urgent Job. Contact
99154727 or 
tijojose@yahoo.com 
(C 4982) 
10-5-2015

Idris Abdul Karim Dalal
recently lost his civil ID card
# 270120501299. Finders
please contact 99517914,
65027050.
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Arrival Flights on Saturday 16/5/2015
Airlines Flt Route Time
QTR 1084 Doha 00:05
PIA 205 Lahore 00:15
THY 772 Istanbul 00:15
JZR 239 Amman 00:20
JZR 267 Beirut 00:30
DLH 637 Dammam 00:35
FDB 068 Dubai 00:55
JAI 574 Mumbai 01:30
JZR 539 Cairo 01:30
SAI 441 Lahore 01:35
PGT 858 Istanbul 01:40
RJA 642 Amman 01:45
KKK 6507 Istanbul 02:15
GFA 211 Bahrain 02:15
UAE 853 Dubai 02:25
OMA 643 Muscat 02:35
ETD 305 Abu Dhabi 03:05
QTR 1076 Doha 03:05
FDB 067 Dubai 03:15
MSR 612 Cairo 03:15
KAC 1544 Cairo 03:35
MSC 401 Alexandria 04:00
PGT 860 Istanbul 04:05
JZR 555 Alexandria 04:15
THY 770 Istanbul 04:40
DHX 170 Bahrain 05:10
KAC 416 Jakarta/Kuala Lumpur 06:00
KAC 412 Manila/Bangkok 06:15
BAW 157 London 06:35
JZR 563 Sohag 06:45
JZR 503 Luxor 07:20
KAC 382 Delhi 07:30
KAC 206 Islamabad 07:45
FDB 053 Dubai 07:50
KAC 204 Lahore 07:50
KAC 302 Mumbai 07:55
QTR 1086 Doha 07:55
KAC 344 Chennai 08:15
KAC 352 Kochi 08:15
UAE 855 Dubai 08:25
KAC 362 Colombo 08:30
ABY 125 Sharjah 09:05
ETD 301 Abu Dhabi 09:10
IRM 1186 Tehran 09:15
KAC 284 Dhaka 09:25
RJA 648 Amman 09:30
KAC 350 Kochi 09:40
FDB 055 Dubai 09:40
QTR 1070 Doha 10:00
GFA 213 Bahrain 10:40
UAE 873 Dubai 10:40
MSC 405 Sohag 11:20
JZR 325 Al Najaf 11:20
RBG 553 Alexandria 11:30
AGY 680 Alexandria 11:40
IRM 1188 Mashhad 11:45
JZR 165 Dubai 11:50
IAW 157 Al Najaf 12:00
FDB 075 Dubai 12:25
JZR 241 Amman 12:40
UAE 871 Dubai 12:45
MSR 610 Cairo 13:00
THY 766 Istanbul 13:10
JZR 779 Jeddah 13:50
MSR 575 Sharm el-Sheikh 13:55
KAC 672 Dubai 13:55
IRC 526 Mashhad 14:00
QTR 1078 Doha 14:05
KNE 460 Riyadh 14:10
FDB 057 Dubai 14:20
GFA 221 Bahrain 14:20
IZG 4167 Mashhad 14:30
IZG 4161 Mashhad 14:50
KAC 540 Sharm el-Sheikh 14:50
ABY 127 Sharjah 14:55
RJD 135 Abu Dhabi 15:00
KAC 788 Jeddah 15:00
KNE 462 Madinah 15:05
UAE 857 Dubai 15:45
OMA 645 Muscat 15:50
NIA 251 Alexandria 15:50
RJA 640 Amman 15:55
SYR 341 Damascus 15:55
KNE 472 Jeddah 16:00
JZR 535 Cairo 16:05
KAC 512 Mashhad 16:10
FDB 051 Dubai 16:10
QTR 1072 Doha 16:20
JZR 125 Bahrain 16:25
KAC 118 New York 16:30
ETD 303 Abu Dhabi 16:50
KNE 474 Jeddah 16:55
KAC 562 Amman 17:00
IRA 669 Mashhad 17:10
SVA 510 Riyadh 17:15
UAL 982 IAD 17:25
JZR 357 Mashhad 17:30

GFA 215 Bahrain 17:30
JZR 177 Dubai 17:45
KAC 742 Dammam 17:45
JZR 777 Jeddah 17:50
SVA 500 Jeddah 18:00
FDB 065 Dubai 18:05
IRM 1180 Mashhad 18:10
KAC 176 Geneva/Frankfurt 18:20
KAC 502 Beirut 18:35
KAC 786 Jeddah 18:35
CLX 856 Luxembourg 18:50
KAC 618 Doha 18:55
QTR 1080 Doha 18:55
KAC 542 Cairo 18:55
KAC 104 London 19:00
UAE 875 Dubai 19:05
GFA 217 Bahrain 19:05
FDB 063 Dubai 19:10
KAC 614 Bahrain 19:10
ABY 123 Sharjah 19:20
JAI 572 Mumbai 19:35
KAC 774 Riyadh 19:40
FDB 061 Dubai 19:50
AGY 684 Sohag 19:50
KAC 674 Dubai 20:00
OMA 647 Muscat 20:00
KNE 480 Taif 20:10
MEA 402 Beirut 20:15
ABY 121 Sharjah 20:20
DLH 634 Frankfurt 20:20
JZR 189 Dubai 20:25
MSR 618 Alexandria 20:30
KLM 415 Amsterdam 21:05
ALK 229 Colombo 21:10
UAE 859 Dubai 21:15
ETD 307 Abu Dhabi 21:15
FDB 073 Dubai 21:30
QTR 1074 Doha 21:30
GFA 219 Bahrain 21:45
KNE 470 Jeddah 22:05
THY 764 Istanbul 22:10
ETD 309 Abu Dhabi 22:10
AIC 987 Chennai/Hyderabad 22:25
UAL 981 Bahrain 22:40
MSC 407 Sohag 22:45
FDB 059 Dubai 22:50
JZR 157 Dubai 22:55
JZR 185 Dubai 22:55
JAI 526 Chennai/Abu Dhabi 23:00
JZR 513 Sharm el-Sheikh 23:30
FDB 071 Dubai 23:35

Departure Flights on Saturday 16/5/2015
Airlines Flt Route Time
AIC 976 Goa/Chennai 00:05
BBC 044 Dhaka 00:10
JZR 562 Sohag 00:20
JAI 573 Mumbai 00:25
FDB 072 Dubai 00:30
KLM 413 Amsterdam 00:55
JZR 502 Luxor 01:10
PIA 206 Lahore 01:30
DLH 637 Frankfurt 01:35
THY 773 Istanbul 02:05
SAI 442 Lahore 02:35
JAI 525 Abu Dhabi/Chennai 02:55
PGT 859 Istanbul 02:55
KKK 6508 Istanbul 03:10
OMA 644 Muscat 03:35
UAE 854 Dubai 03:45
FDB 068 Dubai 04:00
QTR 1077 Doha 04:05
ETD 306 Abu Dhabi 04:05
MSR 613 Cairo 04:15
PGT 861 Istanbul 04:45
THY 765 Istanbul 04:55
MSC 406 Sohag 05:00
QTR 1085 Doha 05:20
RJA 643 Amman 06:35
GFA 212 Bahrain 06:50
THY 771 Istanbul 06:50
JZR 240 Amman 07:05
FDB 070 Dubai 07:05
JZR 164 Dubai 07:15
JZR 324 Al Najaf 07:55
JZR 778 Jeddah 08:30
BAW 156 London 08:30
FDB 054 Dubai 08:30
KAC 539 Sharm el-Sheikh 08:50
QTR 1087 Doha 08:55
JZR 534 Cairo 09:15
KAC 671 Dubai 09:25
KAC 787 Jeddah 09:30
ABY 126 Sharjah 09:45
UAE 856 Dubai 09:50
KAC 101 London/New York 10:00
ETD 302 Abu Dhabi 10:00
RJA 649 Amman 10:15
KAC 511 Mashhad 10:20

IRM 1181 Mashhad 10:25
FDB 056 Dubai 10:40
KAC 501 Beirut 11:00
QTR 1071 Doha 11:00
KAC 165 Rome/Paris 11:25
KAC 561 Amman 11:25
GFA 214 Bahrain 11:35
JZR 356 Mashhad 11:40
KAC 541 Cairo 12:05
UAE 874 Dubai 12:10
RBG 554 Alexandria 12:10
JZR 776 Jeddah 12:15
MSC 402 Alexandria 12:20
AGY 685 Sohag 12:40
KAC 785 Jeddah 13:00
IAW 158 Al Najaf 13:00
JZR 176 Dubai 13:10
IRM 1189 Mashhad 13:10
FDB 076 Dubai 13:10
JZR 124 Bahrain 13:30
MSR 611 Cairo 14:00
THY 767 Istanbul 14:10
UAE 872 Dubai 14:15
KAC 741 Dammam 14:40
MSR 576 Sharm el-Sheikh 14:40
IRC 527 Mashhad 15:00
QTR 1079 Doha 15:05
GFA 222 Bahrain 15:05
FDB 058 Dubai 15:05
KNE 481 Taif 15:10
KAC 617 Doha 15:15
KAC 673 Dubai 15:20
IZG 4168 Mashhad 15:30
JZR 188 Dubai 15:50
KAC 773 Riyadh 15:55
KAC 613 Bahrain 16:00
KNE 463 Madinah 16:00
IZG 4162 Mashhad 16:10
RJD 136 Abu Dhabi 16:10
ABY 128 Sharjah 16:15
NIA 252 Alexandria 16:50
OMA 646 Muscat 16:50
KNE 473 Jeddah 16:55
SYR 342 Damascus 16:55
RJA 641 Amman 16:55
JZR 266 Beirut 17:05
FDB 052 Dubai 17:10
JZR 512 Sharm el-Sheikh 17:15
QTR 1073 Doha 17:25
ETD 304 Abu Dhabi 17:40
UAE 858 Dubai 17:40
KNE 475 Jeddah 17:50
IRA 666 Esfahan 18:10
SVA 511 Riyadh 18:15
GFA 216 Bahrain 18:20
JZR 184 Dubai 18:20
KAC 563 Amman 18:30
KAC 287 Dhaka 18:35
JZR 156 Dubai 18:35
UAL 982 Bahrain 18:40
JZR 538 Cairo 18:40
JZR 238 Amman 18:45
FDB 066 Dubai 18:55
IRM 1187 Tehran 19:10
SVA 505 Jeddah 19:30
GFA 218 Bahrain 19:50
FDB 064 Dubai 19:50
QTR 1081 Doha 19:55
ABY 124 Sharjah 20:00
KAC 361 Colombo 20:00
CLX 856 Hong Kong 20:20
UAE 876 Dubai 20:35
JAI 571 Mumbai 20:35
FDB 062 Dubai 20:35
KAC 351 Kochi 20:45
AGY 681 Alexandria 20:50
KAC 1543 Cairo 20:55
KAC 333 Trivandrum 20:55
OMA 648 Muscat 21:00
ABY 122 Sharjah 21:00
KNE 461 Riyadh 21:10
MEA 403 Beirut 21:15
JZR 554 Alexandria 21:15
MSR 607 Luxor 21:30
DHX 171 Bahrain 21:50
KLM 415 Dammam/Amsterdam 22:05
ETD 308 Abu Dhabi 22:05
FDB 074 Dubai 22:10
ALK 230 Colombo 22:20
KAC 381 Delhi 22:20
UAE 860 Dubai 22:25
KAC 349 Kochi 22:30
KAC 301 Mumbai 22:30
QTR 1075 Doha 22:40
GFA 220 Bahrain 22:45
KAC 205 Islamabad 22:50
ETD 310 Abu Dhabi 23:00
KNE 471 Jeddah 23:05
KAC 411 Bangkok/Manila 23:25
MSC 408 Sohag 23:45
FDB 060 Dubai 23:50

DIAL 161 FOR AIRPORT INFORMATION 

In case you are not travelling, your proper cancellation
of bookings will help other passengers use seats

i n f o r m a t i o n
SATURDAY, MAY 16, 2015



ACROSS
1. A rare chronic progressive encephalitis caused by the measles virus

and occurring primarily in children and young adults.
5. 100 kopecks equal 1 ruble.
11. A hinged catch that fits into a notch of a ratchet to move a wheel for-

ward or prevent it from moving backward.
15. The provision of money temporarily (usually at interest).
16. Capital of Armenia.
17. A member of an Iroquoian people formerly living on the south shore

of Lake Erie in northern Ohio and northwest Pennsylvania and west-
ern New York.

18. Affected manners intended to impress others.
19. Bounded or limited in magnitude or spatial or temporal extent.
20. An officer who acts as military assistant to a more senior officer.
21. In a blank manner.
23. Imperial moths.
25. Having the leading position or higher score in a contest.
27. A drug (trade names Atarax and Vistaril) used as a tranquilizer to

treat anxiety and motion sickness.
34. Without liveliness.
36. 1 species.
38. A state-chartered savings bank owned by its depositors and man-

aged by a board of trustees.
39. A flat wing-shaped process or winglike part of an organism.
41. A city of northern Poland near the mouth of the Vistula River on a

gulf of the Baltic Sea.
42. An ancient Assyrian city on the River Tigris and traditional capital of

Assyria.
44. A yellow pungent volatile oil (trade name Agene) formerly used for

bleaching and aging flour.
46. The United Nations agency concerned with atomic energy.
47. Macedonian general who accompanied Alexander the Great into

Asia.
49. Port city in western Saudi Arabia on the Red Sea.
51. United States artist whose work reflected social and political themes

(1898-1969).
52. A river in north central Switzerland that runs northeast into the

Rhine.
54. Goddess of criminal rashness and its punishment.
55. Fermented alcoholic beverage similar to but heavier than beer.
57. Essential oil or perfume obtained from flowers.
60. Aromatic root of ginseng plants.

CROSSWORD 904
64. Genus of low-growing mat-forming New Zealand plants.
68. A member of the Siouan people formerly living in the Missouri river

valley in NE Nebraska.
69. In a manner differing from the usual or expected.
72. Any of numerous local fertility and nature deities worshipped by

ancient Semitic peoples.
73. A river in north central Switzerland that runs northeast into the

Rhine.
74. A farewell remark.
77. One of the five major classes of immunoglobulins.
78. A doctor's degree in dental medicine.
79. A member of a North American people formerly living in the

Colorado river valley in Arizona.
80. Mature female of mammals of which the male is called `buck'.

DOWN
1. Block consisting of a thick piece of something.
2. The state of being covered with unclean things.
3. (obstetrics) The number of live-born children a woman has delivered.
4. Entangle or catch in in or as if in a mesh.
5. An oral cephalosporin (trade names Keflex and Keflin and Keftab)

commonly prescribe for mild to moderately severe infections of the
skin or ears or throat or lungs or urinary tract.

6. A member of a people in India living in Orissa and neighboring areas.
7. A piece of jewelry that is pinned onto the wearer's garment.
8. Morally bad or wrong.
9. Feline mammal usually having thick soft fur and being unable to roar.
10. On your knees n.
11. The state prevailing during the absence of war.
12. Fleshy and usually brightly colored cover of some seeds that devel-

ops from the ovule stalk and partially or entirely envelopes the seed.
13. Having great (or a certain) extent from one side to the other.
14. The sediment from fermentation of an alcoholic beverage.
22. African mahogany trees.
24. Wild sheep of northern Africa.
26. Date used in reckoning dates before the supposed year Christ was

born.
28. Oriental moth that produces brownish silk.
29. Type and sole genus of the family Albulidae.
30. Similar or related in quality or character.
31. A nation in northern North America.
32. Provide with a new seat, as of a chair.
33. Flightless New Zealand birds similar to gallinules.
35. Tree of the West Indies and northern South America bearing succu-

lent edible orange-sized fruit.
37. Marked by the reception of pay.
40. Resinlike substance secreted by certain lac insects.
43. Old material that is slightly reworked and used again.
45. (Old Testament) The eldest son of Isaac who would have inherited

the Covenant that God made with Abraham and that Abraham
passed on to Isaac.

48. Release or vent, as of emotions and reactions.
50. The United Nations agency concerned with civil aviation.
53. One of two flaps attached to a cap to keep the ears warm.
56. Half the width of an em.
58. Long-tailed arboreal mustelid of Central and South America.
59. An unforeseen obstacle.
61. (Islam) The man who leads prayers in a mosque.
62. An aromatic ointment used in antiquity.
63. Spanish painter best known for his portraits (1746-1828).
65. Set down according to a plan.
66. The villain in William Shakespeare's tragedy who tricked Othello into

murdering his wife.
67. On or toward the lee.
70. A unit of pain intensity.
71. A nucleic acid consisting of large molecules shaped like a double

helix.
75. A soft yellow malleable ductile (trivalent and univalent) metallic ele-

ment.
76. The branch of computer science that deal with writing computer

programs that can solve problems creatively.
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CLEVELAND: Matt Carpenter hit a two-run
homer off reliever Marc Rzepczynski in the
eighth inning after Cleveland replaced starter
Trevor Bauer, rallying the St Louis Cardinals to
a 2-1 victory over the Indians on Thursday.
Bauer blanked St Louis on four hits over 7 1-3
innings before giving up a one-out walk.
Indians manager Terry Francona brought in
the left-handed Rzepczynski (1-1) to face
Carpenter, a lefty, who had struck out in his
three previous at-bats. Carpenter drove a 2-1
pitch over the wall in right-center to help the
Cardinals win the series after being overpow-
ered by Corey Kluber on Wednesday night. It’s
the first homer Rzepczysnki has given up to a
left-handed hitter since June 12, 2012, when
he was with the Cardinals. Kevin Siegrist (2-0)
pitched two scoreless innings, and Trevor
Rosenthal put the tying run on with one out
in the ninth before striking out pinch-hitter
Zach Walters and Jason Kipnis for his 12th
save. Michael Brantley homered for the
Indians, who haven’t won consecutive games
since April 8 - 9. Following Kluber’s 18-strike-
out performance, Bauer fanned 10.

PADRES 8, NATIONALS 3
Cory Spangenberg had his first two-homer

game and Derek Norris homered, tripled and
drove in five runs to lead San Diego to a victo-
ry over Washington in a game delayed for
nearly two hours by rain. Spangenberg home-
red to right-center with two outs in the sec-
ond off Doug Fister and to left off Blake
Treinen leading off the fourth. They were his
first two of the season. Norris hit a three-run
homer to left with two outs in the first and
barely missed another shot in the second, set-
tling for a two-run triple off the wall in left-
center, also with two outs. Norris’ chance at
the first cycle in Padres history ended when
he grounded out to shortstop in the fifth. The
offensive outburst gave Tyson Ross (2-3) his
first victory since April  12 against San
Francisco. The rain delay was just the fifth
since Petco Park opened in 2004.

ASTROS 6, BLUE JAYS 4
Jonathan Villar’s two-run double put

Houston on top for good in a four-run sev-
enth inning against Toronto. Rookie Preston
Tucker’s RBI double off Aaron Loup (1-2) with
no outs in the seventh brought the Astros
within 4-3. Villar’s groundball double down
the right field line scored two more to give
Houston the lead. The Blue Jays intentionally
walked Jose Altuve with one out before he
stole second and Josh Thole’s error on the
play allowed Villar to add an insurance run.
Loup’s blown save ruined a solid start by
Drew Hutchison, who allowed five hits and
two runs with a season-high nine strikeouts in
six innings. Josh Fields (2-0) got the last two
outs of the seventh for the win and Chad
Qualls struck out one in a perfect ninth for his
fourth save.

ROCKIES 5, DODGERS 4
Carlos Gonzalez hit a three-run homer with

two outs in the ninth inning, and Colorado
stopped its 11-game losing streak with a vic-
tory over Los Angeles following a rare rain
delay at Dodger Stadium. Wilin Rosario also
went deep for the last-place Rockies in the
opener of a four-game series between the top
and bottom teams in the NL West. Play was
halted for 85 minutes during the sixth inning
at a ballpark that hasn’t had a weather post-
ponement in 15 years. Dodgers rookie Yimi
Garcia (2-1), who has been filling in as closer
with Kenley Jansen on the disabled list follow-
ing foot surgery in February, gave up a leadoff
single to Nick Hundley in the ninth and a one-
out single by Drew Stubbs. Charlie Blackmon

was called out on strikes before Gonzalez
drove a 2-1 pitch halfway up the right-field
pavilion for his third homer of the season.

CUBS 6, METS 5
Dexter Fowler scored the tiebreaking run

on a passed ball in the seventh inning and
also homered, and Chicago Cubs overcame a
four-run deficit to complete a four-game
sweep. Kris Bryant, Anthony Rizzo and Matt
Szczur each had RBI hits to help the Cubs
record their first four-game sweep of New

York since August 1992. Anthony Recker had
a pair of solo home runs to pace the Mets, but
the backup catcher’s failure to hold onto a
slider from reliever Hansel Robles in the sev-
enth allowed the go-ahead run to score. With
runners at the corners and two outs, Robles’
pitch just off the plate deflected off Recker’s
glove and rolled toward the first base dugout
as Fowler scored easily from third. Pedro
Strop (1-2) pitched 1 1-3 hitless innings for
the win. Hector Rondon pitched the ninth for
his eighth save. Mets starter Jonathon Niese
(3-3) was the loser.

RAYS 6, YANKEES 1
Rene Rivera homered and drove in four

runs, Erasmo Ramirez allowed one hit over

five innings and Tampa Bay beat New York.
After losing the series opener 11-5, the Rays
rebounded to win the final three games.
Yankees starter Chase Whitley (1-2) left with
two on and two outs in the second due to a
right elbow injury. He was replaced by Esmil
Rogers, who gave up a three-run homer on
his first pitch to the light-hitting Rivera that
put Tampa Bay up 4-0. Ramirez (1-1) didn’t
allow a hit after Jacoby Ellsbury opened the
first with a single. The right-hander struck out
four and walked two. Alex Rodriguez home-

red in the ninth off Matt Andriese, who went
four innings and completed the five-hitter for
his second save. A-Rod got his 1,000th RBI
with the Yankees on his 663rd career homer.

REDS 4, GIANTS 3
Marlon Byrd hit a bases-loaded single and

a tiebreaking solo homer in the eighth inning
leading Cincinnati to a victory over San
Francisco. The Reds have won 12 of their last
15 regular-season games against the Giants at
Great American Ball Park. Byrd’s two-run sin-
gle off struggling Tim Lincecum put Reds
starter Johnny Cueto in position for a win. He
turned a 3-2 lead over to the NL’s worst
bullpen in the eighth, and it got away. Joe
Panik tripled with one out and scored on

Angel Pagan’s single off Tony Cingrani to tie it
at 3. Jumbo Diaz (2-0) retired the last two bat-
ters to end the inning. Byrd connected off
Sergio Romo (0-2) with one out in the eighth.
Aroldis Chapman fanned two of the three bat-
ters in the ninth for his seventh save in as
many chances.

RED SOX 2, MARINERS 1
Brock Holt doubled and scored the go

ahead run on Rickie Weeks’ error with one out
in the ninth inning, Shane Victorino hit his
first home run of the season and Boston beat
Seattle for its fourth win in five games. Holt
lined the second pitch of the ninth from
Seattle closer Fernando Rodney (1-2) into left-
center and was easily safe at second when
Weeks’ throw sailed over Robinson Cano’s
head. Holt was sacrificed to third by Xander
Bogaerts and pinch-hitter Pablo Sandoval was
hit by a pitch. Mookie Betts followed with a
flyball that was likely deep enough for Holt to
score anyway. But Weeks closed his glove too
soon and everyone was safe. Matt Barnes (2-0)
allowed two hits in the eighth, but escaped
without giving up the lead. Koji Uehara
pitched the ninth for his eighth save.

TIGERS 13, TWINS 1
Miguel Cabrera homered twice and drove

in five runs, and Anibal Sanchez pitched eight
sharp innings in Detroit’s victory over
Minnesota. Nick Castellanos and Bryan
Holaday also went deep for the Tigers, and
Anthony Gose added a career-high four hits. It
was Cabrera’s third multihomer game of the
season and 33rd of his career. He has a team-
high eight home runs in 2015. Sanchez (3-4)
allowed a run and five hits after entering the
day with a 5.44 ERA. He struck out nine and
walked one. Mike Pelfrey (3-1) allowed four
earned runs and 10 hits in 4 2-3 innings. The
Tigers already led 5-1 when Cabrera hit a two-
run homer to left in the sixth. He added
another two-run shot an inning later. Detroit’s
13 runs and 20 hits were both season highs.

ROYALS 6, RANGERS 3
Alcides Escobar had three hits and

accounted for five runs, Eric Hosmer homered
and Kansas City beat Texas to split the four-
game series. Escobar led off the game with a
single and scored on Alex Gordon’s fielder’s
choice on a shattered-bat grounder. Escobar
added a two-run single in the fourth, then
had an RBI single before scoring on Hosmer’s
drive in the sixth. Royals starter Jeremy
Guthrie (3-2) gave up two runs over five
innings to win his second consecutive start.
He struck out one and didn’t walk a batter,
but twice hit Prince Fielder with pitches.  Greg
Holland worked the ninth for his seventh save
in eight chances, even after consecutive two-
out walks. Ross Detwiler (0-5) is winless in his
first seven starts for Texas.

PHILLIES 4, PIRATES 2
Aaron Harang scattered five hits over eight

scoreless innings and Ryan Howard hit his
team-high seventh home run, leading
Philadelphia past Pittsburgh. Howard had
three hits to snap an 0-for-9 skid and help the
Phillies win their second straight. The Pirates
avoided a shutout when Starling Marte dou-
bled to deep center field off Ken Giles with
one out in the ninth, scoring Josh Harrison.
Jonathan Papelbon, who became the Phillies’
franchise saves leader Wednesday night,
recorded the final two outs for his eighth save
in eight chances this season. Harang (4-3) set-
tled into a groove after escaping trouble in
the first inning, when he needed 27 pitches
and left two runners in scoring position.
Vance Worley (2-3) was the loser. —AP

Carpenter lifts Cardinals over Indians

LOS ANGELES: Los Angeles Dodgers center fielder Joc Pederson makes a catch
on a ball hit by Colorado Rockies’ Troy Tulowitzki during the ninth inning of a
baseball game on Thursday, May 14, 2015. —AP
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PRAGUE: Forward Jaromir Jagr (center) of Czech Republic celebrates after scoring past goalkeeper Pekka
Rinne of Finland during the quarter final match Finland vs Czech Republic at the 2015 IIHF Ice Hockey World
Championships at the O2 Arena. —AFP

PRAGUE: When Jaromir Jagr played his first game for the
national team in 1989, five of his current Czech Republic team-
mates fighting for the world ice hockey title were not even
born. At 43 years old, the fourth player in the NHL’s all-time
points list has six goals and three assists from eight games at
what is probably his last world championship-but who knows?
As the Czechs beat Finland in the quarter-finals in Prague on
Thursday, the Florida Panthers wing scored twice and offered
an assist to Jan Kovar, his center born in 1990 — the year Jagr
played his first world championship game at age 18.

“He’s playing incredible hockey,” said Czech coach Vladimir
Ruzicka, who was Jagr’s center at the 1998 Olympics in
Nagano which the team won after stunning Wayne Gretzky-
led Canada on the way. “He fights and he’s a great inspiration
for the boys when they see him on the ice-then they give it
everything too.” “He just needs another twenty players who
work hard, and Jaromir is their daddy of sorts.” Czech fans
adore him, chanting his name long before championship
games in Prague’s packed O2 Arena sitting over 17,000 peo-
ple, on the streets outside, and in the Prague underground on
their way home.

A deafening yell storms the arena every time the announc-
ers mention number 68, which Jagr chose when starting his
NHL career with the Pittsburgh Penguins in 1990, in memory

of the Soviet invasion of the former Czechoslovakia in 1968.
Jagr won the Stanley Cup with the Penguins twice, in 1991
and 1992, and added five Art Ross Trophies for the NHL’s top
point scorer and one Hart Memorial Trophy for the NHL’s most
valuable player. He is a member of the Triple Gold Club of
players who have won the Stanley Cup and gold medals at the
Olympics and world championships. Jagr, who led the Czech
Republic to world titles in 2005 and 2010, has announced an
end to his international career several times, but he could not
resist Ruzicka’s offer to play in front of the home crowd this
year. In the semi-finals on Saturday, the Czechs are facing star-
packed Canada whom Jagr described as “playable”.

Strength and stability
“I play hockey because I enjoy playing,” Jagr said after the

Finland game, suggesting he was far from hanging up the
skates, at least in the NHL. “It’s all about physical strength,
skating and hockey intelligence,” added Jagr, himself praised
by experts for his strength and stability. Jagr has played for the
Penguins, Washington Capitals,  New York Rangers,
Philadelphia Flyers, Dallas Stars, Boston Bruins and New Jersey
Devils before moving to Florida this year. He also spent three
seasons at Avangard Omsk in the Russian-based Continental
Hockey League in 2008-2011. 

Japan kick Denmark 

out of Sudirman Cup

DONGGUAN: Japan eliminated Denmark in a neck and
neck battle at the Sudirman Cup yesterday after winning
a nail-biting women’s double match and will play against
South Korea in the semi-finals.  Denmark put up a spirited
fight but fell 2-3 after Line Kjaersfeldt and Sara Thygesen
fell to Japan’s top-seeded Misaki Matsutomo and Ayaka
Takahashi in the final match that lasted an hour and three
minutes with a score of 21-19, 7-21, 19-21.

“I’m very happy about it,” Matsutomo said after win-
ning the match in the southern Chinese city of Dongguan.
Japan had lost in the same event two years ago. “We felt
like we actually had them in the third game,” Thygesen
told reporters, adding that a few mistakes caused the loss.
In the men’s singles, Japan’s rising star Kento Momota
wowed the crowds with his strong play in the first game
against Denmark’s Viktor Axelsen, but fell in the second
game. Axelsen, however, crumbled in the third game los-
ing 15-21, 21-17, 9-21. “I wish I could be a star like Lee
Chong Wei,” Momota said when asked by AFP if he will
one day take over the reins as one of the world’s top bad-
minton players.

“I want to be a player like him, a player that’s loved by
everyone and is really popular,” the 20-year-old, who won
his first Superseries title in Singapore in April, said. Former
world-number-one Lee, who along with the rest of the
Malaysian team was eliminated in Thursday’s quarter-
finals by South Korea, was playing his first event since
receiving a backdated, eight-month ban for accidentally
ingesting a banned anti-inflammatory. Denmark trailed
Japan 1-2 after Line Kjaersfeldt lost to Nozomi Okuhara
12-21, 8-21, but stayed alive in the clutch men’s doubles
match.  

Danish duo Mads Pieler Kolding and Kim Astrup held
their own in a tight first game against Japan’s Hiroyuki
Endo and Kenichi Hayakawa.  They powered through in
the second game and won 21-19, 21-15 to cheers of sup-
port from the crowd. “We’re very relieved,” Kolding said
after the match. “To go in there today and beat good
Japanese players is very satisfying,” he said.  Denmark,
Europe’s top team, arrived in disarray after five top players
were kicked out last month in a row over sponsorship by
rival cookie companies.  

Mathias Boe, Carsten Mogensen, Joachim Fischer
Nielsen, Christinna Pedersen and Kamilla Rytter Juhl, who
are sponsored by Kjeldsen Cookies, are at odds with
Badminton Denmark since it signed a deal with Danisa
Cookies. Kolding and Astrup had no comment on the
issue. Indonesia finished off Taiwan in the quarter finals
winning 3-1 with Christie Jonatan beating higher seeded
Hsu Jen Hao 21-12, 13-21, 21-16 in one hour and six min-
utes in the men’s single showdown after Indonesia’s
Bellaetrix Manuputty fell to Tai Tzu Ying. Tournament
favorites China will face Indonesia in the semi-finals today
with Japan set to square off with South Korea. —AFP

PRAGUE: In-form NHL veteran Jaromir Jagr and a crazy
home crowd will be key obstacles to Canada’s dreams of
gold as they face the Czech Republic in the ice hockey world
championship semi-finals today. Canada, eyeing their first
title since 2007 and their first medal since 2009, have won all
eight games at the tournament so far, beating the Czechs 6-
3 in the group stage along the way. 

The team packed with stars, including Sidney Crosby,
Tyler Seguin and Claude Giroux, have scored 58 goals and
conceded 14, sweeping past Belarus 9-0 in the quarter-finals.
“We’ve gotten better every day, we’ve grown as a team,
we’ve come together,” said Seguin, the tournament’s top
scorer with eight goals. “We’ll try again to continue doing
that,” added the Dallas Stars centre. The Czechs, who have
won six world titles in the past 20 years, rely largely on Jagr, a
43-year-old Florida Panthers wing, who scored twice on
Thursday to lead his team past Finland in the quarter-finals.

Another factor is Prague’s O2 Arena packed with more

than 17,000 frantic fans. “The atmosphere is there, but it also
means huge pressure,” said Jagr. “The fans tend to see us as
better than we really are, they think we are a much better
team than Canada.” Jagr, the fourth player on the NHL’s all-
time points list who led the Czechs to their last title in 2010,
said Canada had an excellent team, but called them
“playable”. “They are players like us. We have to go for it,
respect them but give them nothing for free,” he said. “You
can’t go twelve rounds boxing with them, you have to try to
knock them out in the first.” “If they play their best hockey,
there’s a negligible chance, but anything’s playable.” Canada
and the Czech Republic are due to face off at 1315 GMT
today.

The Ovechkin factor
In the other semi-final, the United States will face defend-

ing champions Russia at 1715 GMT today. In the group stage,
the US team packed with young talent stunned Russia 4-2,

but the semi-final might be a different story. Russia’s mighty
offence has so far largely relied on the SKA Saint Petersburg
line of Vadim Shipachyov, Evgeni Dadonov and Artemi
Panarin, and on Pittsburgh star Evgeni Malkin, who scored
twice on Thursday as Russia saw off Sweden 5-3 in the quar-
ter-final.

Its potential is likely to grow with the arrival of
Washington star Alexander Ovechkin, who left for Prague
after the Capitals had lost to the New York Rangers in the
NHL playoffs, and who never misses an opportunity to play
for his country. Bronze medalists in 2013, the US have
brought a young team, with two-thirds formed by NHL play-
ers and the rest by those plying trade in minor leagues, at
universities or in Europe. Only eight players on the team,
which beat Switzerland 3-1 in the quarter-finals, were born
before 1990. New York Islanders forward Brock Nelson is the
top US scorer at the tournament with six goals. The final is
scheduled for tomorrow. —AFP

Canada face crowd-propelled Czechs at worlds

At 43, NHL’s ‘daddy’ Jagr looks ahead
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SHANGHAI: Olympic champion
Shelly-Ann Fraser-Pryce will face
Jamaican rival Veronica Campbell-
Brown at the Shanghai Diamond
League meeting tomorrow as she
begins her quest for a third straight
100m world title. Fraser-Pryce’s first
100m of the year will be closely
watched after an injury-hit 2014, and
comes just a few months before she
returns to China for the August world
championships in Beijing. The 28-
year-old won 100m Olympic gold at
Beijing’s Birds Nest stadium in 2008,
but she will be tested tomorrow with
the highly decorated Campbell-
Brown among five rivals with person-
al bests below 11 seconds. Campbell-
Brown, 33, was the overall winner in
the 100m event in last season’s 14-
meet Diamond League series and
won at the IAAF Continental Cup in
Marrakech.

Fraser-Pryce pulled out moments
before the 200m at Shanghai

Stadium last year, and she has raised
doubts about defending her world
title in the longer sprint in Beijing.
The Jamaicans are among four
Olympic gold medalists and six world
champions in Shanghai as the
Diamond League season gets under-
way, starting in Doha yesterday.
Elsewhere, the 110m hurdles includes
the top three finishers from the 2013
Moscow world championships and
will be a major attraction in the home
city of retired Chinese great Liu Xiang.
Liu, who won Olympic gold in 2004,
will bid farewell in a specially organ-
ized ceremony after he brought a halt
to his career last month after strug-
gling for years with injury.

One-lap wonders 
World champion David Oliver will

meet Olympic title- and world record-
holder Aries Merritt, with world silver
and bronze medalists Ryan Wilson
and Sergey Shubenko also in the

field. “I like where I am at with my
hurdling at the moment,” Oliver said,
adding that he was “very happy” to
win the 2013 world title after failing
to qualify for the 2012 Olympics. “I am
even more motivated to try to defend
my title this year,” said the American,
in comments released by organisers.

Shanghai will also see the world’s
two greatest one-lap runners go
head-to-head, with world champion
LaShawn Merritt and Olympic title-
holder Kirani James facing off ahead
of an expected showdown in Beijing.
“I think it is always a milestone to add
another title to your name,” James
said, about the expected clash in the
Chinese capital. “So I think it is
extremely important that at the world
championships I try to perform well.”
In the field events, the high jump will
see a mouth-watering clash between
Ukraine’s Bohdan Bondarenko and
Mutaz Essa Barshim of Qatar. Both
men jumped just short of the 22-year-

old record of 2.45m last year.
Bondarenko, the world and European
champion, reached 2.42m last June,
before Barshim produced 2.43m in
Brussels last September to clinch the
Diamond league title.

But Barshim played down expecta-
tions that he may be on the verge of
breaking the world record. “I need
time. There are no short cuts for that,”
he said. “I might jump high, but I am
not really experienced for that world
record level yet.” Other Shanghai
highlights include the long jump,
where British 2012 Olympic gold-
medallist Greg Rutherford will take on
Russian world champion Aleksandr
Menkov. The Diamond League meet-
ing will include 16 events: eight for
men (200m, 400m, 1500m, 3000m
steeplechase, 110m hurdles, high
jump, long jump, discus), and eight
for women (100m, 800m, 5000m,
400m hurdles, pole vault, triple jump,
shot, javelin). —AFP

Fraser-Pryce kicks off 3-peat bid in Shanghai

LONDON: Fiji head into the ninth and final
round of this season’s Sevens World Series in
London eyeing a first overall title since 2006.
The Pacific Islanders have long been renowned
for their skills in the abbreviated form of the
game and will be looking to put them on show
in front of what is set to be a capacity crowd at
Twickenham this weekend. Fresh from their
victory in last week’s Glasgow Sevens, Fiji have
147 points in the overall standings, with South
Africa second on 142.

New Zealand, the four-time defending
World Series champions, will need a very special
48 hours in London if they are to win a 13th
overall title as they currently sit third with 139
points. But all three sides have already secured a
major prize in that they’ve automatically quali-
fied for next year’s Olympics in Rio, where rugby
sevens will make its Games debut. Nevertheless,
winning this season’s overall title would mean a
tremendous amount to Fiji, who will look to car-

ry on from where they left off in Scotland.

Serevi standard
“We played as a team on the weekend, and

we are proud of that,” Fiji captain Osea
Kolinisau told the World Rugby website.”It
would be really special to win the World Series
title, most of the boys think back to the likes of
Waisale Serevi 10 years ago, and we will be hap-
py to be counted as some of the players that
have lifted the series alongside some of the leg-
ends.” South Africa had led the series since the
second round but the pressure appeared to get
them in Glasgow where they failed to make the
semi-finals for the first time this season.

But skipper Kyle Brown is confident his side
will learn quickly from that experience as they
look to deliver the Blitzboks’ first overall title
since 2009. “Unfortunately I think we put our-
selves under too much pressure in Glasgow,” he
said.  “It is disappointing to drop from top spot,

but that is not something that will define us.”
England, the nominated Olympic country for
Great Britain, are on course to claim the final
automatic Games qualifying berth on offer to
this season’s top four teams as they are current-
ly 16 points clear of fifth-placed Australia.  

Simon Amor’s side finished third in
Glasgow, losing 24-19 to the United States, and
the England coach said: “This is the first time
this season I have been able to pick the same 12
players for two back-to-back tournaments so it
is a bit of a luxury for us. “To play the London
Sevens in front of what will be no doubt a
world-record crowd in the climax of the season
is an incredibly exciting opportunity.” England
top Pool C where they will play Scotland, Kenya
and Brazil, while top-seeded Fiji will face
Canada, Argentina and Samoa in Pool A.  New
Zealand will play Australia, Wales and Japan in
Pool B, and South Africa face the United States,
France and Portugal in Pool D. —AFP

Fiji eye World Sevens title 

as Boks try to bounce back

GLASGOW: New Zealand’s Sam Dickson (right) scores a try during the Rugby Union Glasgow Sevens final
between Fiji and New Zealand, part of the IRB Sevens World Series, at Scotstoun Stadium in Glasgow. Fiji
won 24-17. —AFP

Eyes on strikers for 

tense A-League final
MELBOURNE: Rival strikers Besart Berisha and Marc Janko could set-
tle tomorrow’s heavyweight A-League grand final between
Melbourne Victory and Sydney FC which has been given an extra
edge by verbal sparring between the coaches. Albanian Berisha has
already won two A-League championships with former club
Brisbane Roar, while Austrian Janko is the golden boot winner with
16 goals in his first season with Sydney FC. Firebrand Berisha has the
incredible scoring record of 62 goals in 103 A-League appearances
over four seasons, and is known for rising to the occasion in big
games.

Janko says winning the A-League championship won’t have any
bearing on whether he’ll remain at Sydney FC beyond this season,
with his mind already made up. “We all want to focus on the last
game which is very important, so we agreed to put everything
negotiations-wise on hold and we’ll continue to speak about that
after the last game,” the big Austrian said. Kevin Muscat’s Victory are
bidding for a third A-League title and are playing in their first grand
final in five seasons, while Sydney FC, under former Socceroos coach
Graham Arnold, are also chasing their third title.

The season decider is likely to see plenty of attempts on goal
with Victory’s attack featuring Berisha, French-born Tunisian Fahid
Ben Khalfallah, Brazilian playmaker Gui Finkler and New Zealand’s
Kosta Barbarouses, with all-time A-League leading scorer Archie
Thompson on the bench. Sydney boast 45-capped international
Janko along with Socceroo Alex Brosque, Nigerian-born Bernie Ibini
and New Zealand international Shane Smeltz, the second-highest
all-time A-League scorer. “They score a lot of goals ... their front four,
they’re some very quality players,” Finkler said of Sydney FC’s attack.
“We can beat them, I’m not going to tell you how. Hopefully we’re in
a good mood on Sunday to be successful and score the goals.”

A-League of nations 
The A-League grand final will have representatives of 11 differ-

ent nations, with players hailing from five of FIFA’s six confedera-
tions. There has been needle between the coaches with Arnold
claiming his Sydney side, who finished second behind Victory in the
regular season, are the best in the league. Sydney FC have not been
beaten away this season and have two 3-3 draws with Victory this
campaign. “We’ve sent a message that I’ve been saying since
January to today that we’re the best team in the league,” Arnold
said. “Since the Asian Cup that’s 41 goals in 16 games. We’re getting
better and better.”

Muscat hit back in the pre-match war of words, saying: “I’m not
going to make it about me, unlike Graham Arnold. “I’d rather leave it
to the players, they’re the ones that have ultimately gone out there
and worked the hardest.” This season’s A-League decider will be
staged at the 30,000-capacity AAMI Park in Melbourne, after officials
failed in their bid to secure the larger Etihad Stadium across town.
Etihad Stadium was packed with 50,873 fans for last week’s A-
League semi-final between Victory and Melbourne City. Both
Melbourne Victory and Sydney FC have qualified for next season’s
AFC Champions League by reaching the grand final. —AFP



S P O R T S
SATURDAY, MAY 16, 2015

LOS ANGELES: Tom Brady will fight his four-game NFL
suspension for his role in the “Deflategate” scandal, the
NFL Players Association said Thursday filing an appeal on
behalf of the New England Patriots’ superstar quarter-
back. In confirming it had filed an appeal, the players’
union called for an independent arbitrator to hear the
case, rather than National Football League Commissioner
Roger Goodell. “Given the NFL’s history of inconsistency
and arbitrary decisions in disciplinary matters, it is only
fair that a neutral arbitrator hear this appeal,” the union
said in a statement.

Brady, a four-time Super Bowl champion, was sus-
pended for the first four games of the upcoming season
after investigator Ted Wells found it was likely that Brady
was “at least generally aware” that team equipment per-
sonnel deliberately deflated footballs below league mini-
mums before the AFC Championship Game against the
Indianapolis Colts in January.”Deflategate” dogged the
Patriots in the build-up to last season’s Super Bowl, with
Brady and coach Bill Belichick insisting they didn’t know
why the air pressure in the footballs was low. The lower
pressure could conceivably make the footballs easier to
grip and throw, although the actual competitive benefit
is unclear.

In a report released on May 6, Wells found that two
Patriots equipment personnel were involved in doctor-
ing the footballs, citing text messages from the pair.
Further implicating Brady was the revelation that he
declined to hand over details of his own emails, text mes-
sages and phone messages.  “If Ted Wells and the NFL
believe, as their public comments stated, that the evi-
dence in their report is ‘direct’ and ‘inculpatory,’ then
they should be confident enough to present their case
before someone who is truly independent,” the NFLPA
said.  In addition to suspending Brady, the league on
Monday fined the Patriots $1 million, and docked them a
2016 first-round draft selection and a fourth-round pick
in 2017.

Patriots slam report
But the team fired back on Thursday, setting a tone

for Brady’s appeal when it posted a point-by-point rebut-
tal of the Wells report online at Wellsreportcontext.com.
The Patriots argued that Wells’ conclusions were “incom-
plete, incorrect and lack context.” In comments written
by attorney Daniel L. Goldberg, who represented the
Patriots and was present during interviews of team per-
sonnel, the team claimed investigators ignored some

findings and misinterpreted others.  “Our intention is to
provide additional context for balance and considera-
tion,” Goldberg wrote.  “The report dismisses the scientif-
ic explanation for the natural loss of PSI of the Patriots’
footballs by inexplicably rejecting the referee’s recollec-
tion of what gauge he used in his pregame inspection,”
the Patriots say.  “Texts acknowledged to be attempts at
humor and exaggeration are nevertheless interpreted as
a plot to improperly deflate footballs, even though none
of them refer to any such plot.”

The Patriots’ rebuttal came two days after Wells hit
back at criticism of his report, dismissing suggestions of a
witch-hunt against Brady.  Wells called it “ridiculous” to
think the NFL wanted to make a scapegoat of Brady “the
most popular, iconic face in the league”. When the find-
ings of the NFL probe were released on May 6, Patriots
owner Robert Kraft voiced disappointment, but indicated
the team wouldn’t fight league sanctions.  But Kraft on
Monday called the penalties excessive and said Brady has
the club’s “unconditional support”. Brady himself has
made little public comment on the matter, although he
insisted shortly after the report came out that the
Patriots’ latest Super Bowl triumph was “absolutely not”
tainted by the scandal. —AFP 

NFL: Brady appeals ‘Deflategate’ suspension

LE MANS: Le Mans is the historic stage for tomorrow’s French
Grand Prix, with world champion Marc Marquez out to repeat last
year’s win to make up ground on Valentino Rossi in the title race.
The young Spanish MotoGP sensation took second to Jorge
Lorenzo in Jerez last weekend, despite nursing a broken finger.
That left the Honda star fourth in the overall standings, 26 points
adrift of Rossi who at 36, 14 years Marquez’s senior, is making an
encouraging stab at becoming the oldest champion of the mod-
ern era.

The outright record is held by British rider Lee Graham, who
won the inaugural 500cc championship aged 37 in 1949 when the
season comprised only six races. At the other end of the age spec-
trum, Marquez became the youngest ever MotoGP champion
aged 20 in his debut season in 2013. Now in his third season, with
two world titles in the bag, he has a fascinating struggle on his
hands to make it three from three. Victory at Le Mans would come
as a welcome boost after an indifferent start to 2015, a sole win at
the Grand Prix of the Americas offset by being upstaged by Rossi
in Qatar and Argentina, and in Jerez by former champion Lorenzo.

‘No panic’
All very different from 12 months ago when he rattled off a

record-breaking opening sequence of ten wins. “Last year I arrived
here in a very different position, but we have 14 races left so there

is no panic,” he told a news conference at the circuit on Thursday.
He gave himself a clean bill of health after his broken finger from a
training accident in the run up to Jerez. “My finger is at 100%, it’s a
bit bigger than usual, but I have the power in it back.”

Rossi, with three MotoGP wins at Le Mans already, is relishing
his rejuvenation with Yamaha after a quiet spell at Ducati which
has left him with serious claims on a 10th title but first since 2009.
“It’s been a great start to the season, especially for the two victo-
ries and because I was always on the podium, which is important
for the championship,” the Italian icon said. Rossi, third to his
teammate Lorenzo in Jerez, added: “Jorge started with difficulty
but his performance in Jerez was fantastic - fastest from Friday to
Saturday. Jorge is always fast in Le Mans, historically it’s a good
track for the Yamaha too. Last year Marc was faster, but we have to
see if this year we are closer. “It’s not my best track, there’s not a
lot of grip and the weather is an issue: cold in the mornings and
low temperature in the afternoon. This means you have to use soft
tyres for grip.” Le Mans marks the welcome return of Dani Pedrosa,
the popular Honda rider who has missed the last three races
recovering from surgery on an injured forearm. “My recovery has
gone well, I think I was right to be patient and take it slowly, and to
respect the time frames that I needed,” he told his team’s website.
The Spaniard added: “Now, finally, I can tell you that I will be in Le
Mans this weekend.”— AFP 

Nadal, Federer closing 
in on Rome showdown

ROME: Roger Federer remained on course for a semi-final clash with
Spanish rival Rafael Nadal at the Italian Open after cruising past
Tomas Berdych 6-3-, 6-3 in just over an hour yesterday. Federer has
made the final in Rome three times in the past 12 years but has been
beaten on every occasion-twice by Nadal and once by Felix Mantilla,
in 2003. The 33-year-old Swiss could now meet Nadal, the seven-time
champion, in the last four if the Spaniard overcomes Swiss Stan
Wawrinka in their semi-final scheduled for 1900 GMT. The old foes
have met 15 times on clay with Nadal leading Federer 13-2 on his
favored red surface.

Federer admitted it will be a “huge challenge” to overcome the
fancied Spaniard. “Everyone who has played against Nadal knows
he’s the best mover on clay, on both sides of the court. He’s perfected
it,” said Federer. “It’s always a huge challenge when you play him on
clay.” Although Wawrinka stands between Nadal and a last four
meeting with Federer, the Spaniard-who has appeared in nine of the
past Italian Open finals-is expected to prevail. Federer admitted his
easy win over Berdych had left him feeling comfortable with his
progress on the red dirt, less than two weeks before the start of
Roland Garros. “A win like this makes you feel good and confirms I’m
on the right track,” he added.

“Now, I’m starting to find my feet on this surface, which is usually
always the case two to three weeks before Roland Garros when, in
principle, I find my best form on clay. “This week I’ve found the right
balance in terms of being aggressive, patient, passive and also in my
choice of shots. “That’s what I’ve found this week. It’s been good to
come here before Roland Garros.” Earlier, Spain’s David Ferrer set up
a possible semi-final clash with Novak Djokovic after disposing of
Belgian qualifier David Goffin 6-2, 4-6, 6-3 in the quarter-finals yester-
day. Goffin, who had stunned Jo-Wilfried Tsonga in the second
round, had advanced to the last eight of the competition with a
walkover after third round opponent Andy Murray withdrew on
Thursday citing fatigue.—AFP

ROME: Spanish tennis player Rafael Nadal celebrates after
winning against US John Isner during the ATP Tennis
Open tournament at the Foro Italico. — AFP 

Marquez out to kickstart 
title defense at Le Mans

LE MANS: Swiss’ rider Randy Krummenacher crashes on his Kalex JIR Racing Team N∞4 during the second free practice session
of the Moto2 Grand Prix yesterday in Le Mans, western France, ahead of the MotoGP French Grand Prix. — AFP
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LONDON: Liverpool’s English midfielder Steven Gerrard (center) celebrates scoring their third goal in this
file photo during the English Premier League football match between Fulham and Liverpool at Craven
Cottage in London. —AFP

LONDON: Almost seventeen years
after making his debut there, Steven
Gerrard will play at Anfield for the final
time today when Liverpool entertain
Crystal Palace in the Premier League.
His last game before he leaves for the
Los Angeles Galaxy may yet occur at
Stoke City on the season’s final day,
but with Liverpool realistically unable
to qualify for the Champions League
and Palace long safe from relegation,
today’s match will serve as his farewell
party. After 708 appearances, 185
goals, 10 trophies and innumerable
moments of drama, it will be an occa-
sion of unique poignancy, and the 34-
year-old midfielder knows it will be dif-
ficult to keep his emotions in check.

“I’m really looking forward to the
game,” he said. “I want to win my last
game at Anfield. It will be a bonus if I
can get on the score-sheet. “But once
the game finishes and I say goodbye
to the fans that are here-and I know it’s
being televised, so it’s a good chance
for me to say goodbye to the fans
worldwide as well-it will be emotional,
not just for me, for my family. “I’m sure
there will be a few supporters that are
emotional too. After 17 years, that’s
just the way it’s going to be.” Gerrard
will be granted a guard of honor by
both sets of players prior to kick-off,
while supporters will display giant
mosaics in the Kop and the lower part

of the Centenary Stand.
The club will make a presentation

to him on the pitch at the final whistle
and the captain will then address the
crowd for the final time. When Gerrard
passes beneath the famous ‘THIS IS
ANFIELD’ sign in the tunnel prior to
taking the field, it will be 6,012 days
since he made his first appearance
there, aged 18, as a late substitute for
Vegard Heggem during a 2-0 win over
Blackburn Rovers on November 29,
1998. Manchester United’s Old
Trafford has sprouted over 20,000
seats in the intervening years, while
Arsenal and Manchester City have
both moved into new stadiums, but
Anfield has barely changed.

Olympiakos goal
By his own admission, Gerrard’s

career has been a tale of “really cruel
lows and incredible highs”, but for the
most part, the 123-year-old ground
has been a sanctuary. The lows have
tended to happen elsewhere, be it
major tournament heartbreak in for-
eign fields with England, FA Cup final
disappointment at Chelsea’s hands in
2012 or the 2007 loss to AC Milan in
the Champions League final in
Athens.

He has also drawn strength from
the stadium’s association with the
1989 Hillsborough disaster, in which

his 10-year-old cousin, Jon-Paul
Gilhooley, was the youngest of the 96
Liverpool fans who perished. Writing
in his autobiography, Gerrard said
that every time he drives through the
Shankly Gates into Anfield, he “slows
to a crawl” in order to cast a glance at
the Hillsborough Memorial. It was
thoughts of Gilhooley that doubtless
caused tears to spring to his eyes after
Liverpool beat Manchester City 3-2 at
Anfield on the 25th anniversary of
Hillsborough in April last year.

Gerrard saw Anfield’s sanctity vio-
lated two weeks later when he suc-
cumbed to the infamous slip against
Chelsea that was to cost him a first
league title. But it has also been the
scene of some of his greatest
moments, including a slaloming run
through the Sheffield Wednesday
defense to score his first Liverpool goal
at the Anfield Road end in December
1999. There have been countless
astonishing goals since, many hit as
sweetly as it is possible to strike a foot-
ball, such as the last-gasp pile-driver
against Olympiakos in front of the Kop
on an electrifying December night in
2004 that inspired Liverpool to glory in
the Champions League. Gerrard has
often risen to the occasion and with
two goals in his last two games, he is
in goal-scoring form at present. The
stage is set once again. —AFP

Gerrard bids farewell 
to sanctuary of Anfield

Carver awaits 
Newcastle fate

NEWCASTLE: John Carver expects to learn if he has been suc-
cessful in his bid to earn the job of Newcastle head coach on a
permanent basis within 48 hours of their final game of the sea-
son. The 50-year-old insists he remains in pole position to
upgrade his four-month interim status, despite winning just two
of his 18 games in charge to leave the club’s Premier League
future in the balance. Newcastle can clinch safety with a victory
at already relegated QPR today, allied to Hull City failing to win
at Tottenham. 

His side have taken one point from the last 27 in the wake of
an eight-game losing streak, but Carver hopes by leading his
hometown club to safety he will head-off competition from a
string of names to have been linked with the post vacated at St
James’ Park by Alan Pardew midway through the season.
Newcastle finish their campaign at home to West Ham a week
on Sunday, and Carver said: “There have been no talks because
I’ve been focused on the games. “But I go away on holiday the
Wednesday after the season finishes and I’d like to know where I
am by then. “Even if we get safe before that last match, I don’t
want any discussions before the West Ham game, to allow us to
concentrate on trying to end the season on a high. Am I in pole
position? Yes, because I have the job, and they have to take it off
me now.”

Janmaat return
Carver is again without long-term injury absentees Cheick

Tiote, Steven Taylor, Rob Elliot and Massadio Haidara as fourth-
bottom Newcastle go in search of a first away win since January.
Forwards Siem de Jong and Adam Armstrong won’t be at Loftus
Road because of injury. However, Dutch defender Daryl Janmaat
is available after suspension, and French midfielder Gabriel
Obertan returns to the squad as Newcastle look to stretch a 20-
year unbeaten record against London club QPR to increase their
two-point advantage on the bottom three.

QPR’s relegation from the Premier League was confirmed last
weekend following their dismal 6-0 defeat at Manchester City, and
manager Chris Ramsey expects to learn of his own fate in the next
week. Ramsey was appointed on a short term contract in February
and while Rangers chairman Tony Fernandes is expected extend
the manager’s stay, the club have yet to confirm whether or not
they intend to make a change. “I’m sure the club will make an
announcement within the next week or so with what they’re
going to do,” said Ramsey. “Nothing is 100 percent yet but I’m
hoping I’ll be in charge next season. —AFP

River players 
hospitalized 

BUENOS AIRES: Four River Plate players were taken to hospi-
tal after they were sprayed with an irritant by fans of bitter
rivals Boca Juniors on Thursday, causing their Libertadores
Cup derby to be abandoned at halftime. The last 16 second
leg tie between the Buenos Aires clubs at Boca’s Bombonera
stadium was deadlocked at 0-0 when the incident occurred
in the tunnel as the players came out for the second half.

TV pictures showed Leonardo Ponzio and Leonel
Vangioni rubbing their eyes and other players pouring water
over their faces to wash away the substance, which had an
effect consistent with a lachrymatory agent such as pepper
spray. They, along with team mates Matias Kranevitter and
Ramires Funes Mori, were later taken to hospital for treat-
ment for what Argentine radio described as “burns”. Officials
from Conmebol, the South American Football Confederation,
called the match off about an hour after the incident and the
River players were escorted from the pitch under an umbrella
of riot shields. River manager Marcelo Gallardo, whose side
were 1-0 up after the first leg, called the incident “deplorable”
and “shameful”.

Boca president Daniel Angelici said he had spoken to his
opposite number and apologized for the incident but main-
tained the team should not be punished for the actions of
fans. “We will accept the responsibility that we have but I
don’t think the players are responsible,” he told reporters.
“We will do all we can to help the police and we hope to find
those responsible as soon as possible.” Angelici denied the
notorious barras bravas, or hooligan firms, were responsible
and said it was not possible to stop fans bringing weapons
such as pepper sprays into the ground. —Reuters
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MADRID: Barcelona can round off a fine week
by clinching their 23rd La Liga title and exacting
revenge on Atletico Madrid for losing out in last
season’s title decider at the Vicente Calderon
tomorrow. A proposed players’ strike had threat-
ened the La Liga calendar this weekend, but that
threat was lifted on Thursday when Spain’s
National Court concluded a strike would “cause a
serious organisational disorder” to the end of the
league season.

Atletico won the league with a 1-1 draw the
Camp Nou on May 17 last year and Barca can
return the favour exactly a year later as long as
they match Real Madrid’s result at Espanyol. Luis
Enrique’s men remained on course for a treble by
sealing their place in the Champions League final
against Juventus early next month on Tuesday
despite a first defeat in 19 games 3-2 away at
Bayern Munich as the Catalans progressed 5-3 on
aggregate. “We are just one victory away in every
competition from being champions,” said
Enrique. “The feelings are very positive. It is a
great moment, but now we need to finish it off.
“The evaluation of the season will come at the
end.”

Atletico eye third place
However, Atletico also have plenty to play for

as they are one win away from sealing third
place and therefore avoiding a tricky Champions
League qualifier in August.  Fernando Torres
came off the bench to score the equaliser in a 2-2
draw at Levante last weekend that guaranteed a
top four finish for Diego Simeone’s men, but
insisted he doesn’t want to see Barcelona cele-
brating at the Calderon tomorrow. “I hope that
they don’t win it here. We hope to win the game
and assure third place,” he told the club’s web-
site.

“Atletico were champions last year in the
Camp Nou, and it is not that strange in football
that destiny decides Barcelona have the chance
to be champions in our stadium.”That doesn’t
mean anything to us though because it is not
our fight. We want to be third and achieve the
objective we have.” Atletico’s chances could be
boosted by the absence of Barca striker Luis
Suarez. The Uruguayan set up both Barca’s
goals, scored by Neymar, at the Allianz Arena in
midweek but had to be replaced at half-time
with a hamstring problem and it unlikely to be
risked with the Copa del Rey and Champions
League finals less than a month away.

Real Madrid have to pick themselves up
from the bitter disappointment of losing their
Champions League semi-final to Juventus in

midweek if they are to have any chance of win-
ning a major trophy this season.  Coach Carlo
Ancelotti may have taken charge of his last
game from the Madrid bench as he will serve a
two-game touchline ban for their remaining
Liga fixtures for sarcastically applauding the
officials in last week’s 2-2 draw at Valencia.
Defender Sergio Ramos is also expected to miss
the rest of the season with a calf injury picked
up against Juventus.

The battle for European places and to avoid
relegation means that only four teams have
nothing to play for with two games remaining.
Valencia can secure their return to Champions
League football with victory at home to Celta
Vigo. Meanwhile, Malaga, Espanyol, Athletic
Bilbao, Celta and Rayo Vallecano are separated
by four points in the fight for seventh place,
which would yield Europa League qualification
if Barca beat Athletic in the Copa del Rey final.
At the bottom, Eibar, Deportivo la Coruna and
Granada are all locked on 31 points with
Almeria just one point ahead. Almeria could
also still be docked three points should their
appeal against that sanction from FIFA for
unpaid transfer fees to foreign clubs be upheld
by the Court of Arbitration for Sport later this
week.— AFP 

Barcelona eye title after strike lifted
Spanish League Preview  

ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE
Southampton  v Aston 14:45
beIN SPORTS
Tottenham v Hull City 17:00
beIN SPORTS 
Burnley v Stoke City 17:00
beIN SPORTS 
QPR v Newcastle 17:00
beIN SPORTS
Sunderland v Leicester City 17:00
beIN SPORTS
West Ham v Everton 17:00
beIN SPORTS
Liverpool v Crystal Palace 19:30
beIN SPORTS

ITALIAN LEAGUE 
Internazionale v Juventus 19:00
beIN SPORTS
Sampdoria v Lazio 21:45
beIN SPORTS

GERMAN LEAGUE
Wolfsburg v Dortmund 16:30
beIN SPORTS
Augsburg v Hannover 96 16:30
beIN SPORTS
Schalke 04 v Paderborn 07 16:30
beIN SPORTS
Freiburg v Bayern Munich 16:30
beIN SPORTS
Werder Bremen v Borussia M 16:30
beIN SPORTS
Stuttgart v Hamburger 16:30
beIN SPORTS
Bayer 04 v Hoffenheim 16:30
beIN SPORTS
Hertha Berlin v E Frankfurt 16:30
beIN SPORTS
FSV Mainz v Koln 16:30
beIN SPORTS

FRENCH LEAGUE 
Bastia v Caen 22:00
beIN SPORTS
Evian Thonon v Saint Etienne 22:00
beIN SPORTS
Guingamp v Toulouse 22:00
beIN SPORTS
Lille v Marseille 22:00
beIN SPORTS
Lyon v Girondins 22:00
beIN SPORTS
Monaco v Metz 22:00
beIN SPORTS
Montpellier v PSG 22:00
beIN SPORTS
Nantes v Lorient 22:00
beIN SPORTS
Nice v Racing Club 22:00
beIN SPORTS
Stade de Reims v Stade Rennes 22:00
beIN SPORTS

PARIS: Paris Saint-Germain head into their penultimate league match of the
season today in the knowledge that one point will be enough for the capital
side to claim a third consecutive French title.  PSG have amassed 77 points
from the 36 games played so far-with just three defeats-six ahead of Lyon.
With three points on offer for a win and one for a draw, the Parisians would
walk away as champions should they not lose at Montpellier today. “Last
year we had a very good season, and that’s an understatement. We played
great football, set a new points record, won practically every match, even
when we had Champions League games in midweek,” PSG coach Laurent
Blanc said in an interview with beIN Sports France.

“This season has been more difficult, we have to admit that, it got to the
point where we had to acknowledge the situation and realize that teams
like Marseille and Lyon, who were playing well, would get away from us. “I
think at the start of 2015 everyone realized what was happening, the turn-
ing point was our winter training camp in Marrakech. That’s when we got
back on track.” Blanc, whose side wrap up their league program at home to
Reims next week, didn’t want to rush into judging the season given that his
team also have to play the French Cup final against Auxerre in a bid for an
unprecedented domestic treble, having already won the League Cup.

Cat and mouse
“It’s only at the very end of the campaign that you can assess your sea-

son,” the former France international said in the interview, also published on
the Ligue 1 website. “We can’t really judge how successful the season has
been yet. But honestly, I think that we’ve had a good year.”PSG’s expensive-
ly-assembled squad have pulled through in a cat-and-mouse season with
second-placed Lyon, but suffered a deflating Champions League exit to
Barcelona.

Blanc said that having reached the Champions League quarter-finals for
the last three years, the next challenge was to advance further in Europe’s
top club competition. “We’ve heard in the media that in order for PSG to
become a big European club, it has to win the Champions League inside five
years, and the media just won’t let it lie,” the coach said. “Perhaps they’re
right, but five years is a long time, but also a short time, especially when you
see how far Paris Saint-Germain has already come.  It’s not just an ambitious
project, it’s a very, very ambitious project and we have the means to realise
our goal, but the project only started three years ago.”

Blanc added, however, that PSG didn’t need to go out and buy a load of
players, insisting instead that experience was key.”What do the clubs in the
semi-finals of the Champions League have that we don’t have? More experi-
ence, more quality as well, in terms of players and also coaching staff,” he
said. “So we have to look to learn from these clubs. But we are looking to

learn from huge clubs, age-old institutions, who have always been at the
very highest level, who have won the Champions League five, six or even
ten times! And we want to scrap, to fight with these clubs.”

In other matches, Lyon host sixth-placed Bordeaux (59pts) with the latter
still pushing for one of the two Europa League spots up for grabs and cur-
rently occupied by Marseille and St Etienne (63). Monaco, whose Portuguese
coach Leonardo Jardim extended his contract through to 2019 in midweek,
lie third on 65pts and entertain Metz in the Principality. Marseille travel to
Lille and St Etienne head for Evian, who must win to stand any chance of not
joining Metz and Lens in being relegated to the second division.— AFP 

PARIS, France: French Ligue 1 table ahead of this weekend’s
matches (played, won, drawn, lost, goals for, goals against,
points):

Paris SG 36 22 11 3 78 33 77
Lyon 36 21 8 7 70 32 71
Monaco 36 18 11 7 48 26 65
Marseille 36 19 6 11 69 42 63
Saint-Etienne 36 17 12 7 47 28 63
Bordeaux 36 16 11 9 44 42 59
Montpellier 36 16 8 12 44 35 56
Lille 36 15 8 13 39 37 53
Rennes 36 13 11 12 35 40 50
Bastia 36 12 10 14 36 42 46
Guingamp 36 14 4 18 38 52 46
Nantes 36 11 11 14 28 38 44
Caen 36 11 9 16 50 52 42
Lorient 36 12 6 18 43 48 42
Nice 36 11 9 16 39 50 42
Toulouse 36 12 6 18 40 59 42
Reims 36 11 8 17 44 63 41
Evian/Thonon 36 11 4 21 38 57 37
Metz 36 7 9 20 30 55 30 
Lens 36 6 8 22 30 59 26
NB: Top two qualify automatically for Champions League group
stage; third goes into Champions League qualifiers; fourth and
fifth qualify for Europa  League; bottom three are relegated.

PSG 1 point away from French title
French League Preview  

French League  table
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FLORENCE: Holders Sevilla swept into a second consecu-
tive Europa League final when a 2-0 victory at Fiorentina
on Thursday secured a crushing 5-0 aggregate success for
the La Liga club in their semi-final tie. Sevilla had all-but
booked their place in the showpiece in Warsaw after
thumping the Italian side 3-0 in last week’s first leg in Spain
and will seal a record fourth triumph in Europe’s second-
tier club competition if  they can overcome Dnipro
Dnipropetrovsk on May 27.

The Ukrainians won 1-0 at home to Fiorentina’s Serie A
rivals Napoli to progress to their first European final 2-1 on
aggregate. Sevilla coach Unai Emery paid tribute to his
players, who also dispatched Borussia Moenchengladbach,
Villarreal and Zenit St Petersburg in the knockout rounds.
“Dnipro have made it and nobody has gifted them any-
thing,” Emery told Spanish television broadcaster Cuatro.
“Knocking out Napoli is an impressive achievement,” he
added. “It’s not going to be easy, it’s 50-50 and we won’t

be going there as favorites.” Carlos Bacca fired Sevilla
ahead in the 22nd minute at the Stadio Comunale Artemio
Franchi in Florence when he sent a close-range effort
arrowing into the roof of the net.

That left Fiorentina needing five goals without reply to
progress but they fell further behind when Daniel Carrico
made it 2-0 to the visitors five minutes later. Fiorentina’s
night went from bad to worse midway through the second
half when Josip Ilicic sent a penalty kick sailing over the
crossbar after Sevilla defender Grzegorz Krychowiak had
felled David Pizarro in the penalty area. If Sevilla clinch a
fourth UEFA Cup/Europa league crown in their fourth final
they would surpass Inter Milan, Juventus and Liverpool,
who also have three. Sevilla won back-to-back UEFA Cups
in 2006 and 2007 and beat Benfica on penalties to secure
the renamed trophy last term. Another triumph would also
carry a lucrative berth in the group stage of next season’s
Champions League.— Reuters

Lazio, Roma continue 
Serie A duel for Europe

ROME: The Champions League exploits of Juventus are domi-
nating Italian headlines but an ongoing duel between Roma
and Lazio for the league’s second automatic spot in next sea-
son’s competition lights up Serie A this weekend. Juventus end-
ed their 12-year wait to reach the final of Europe’s premier club
competition when a 1-1 draw at the Santiago Bernabeu on
Wednesday secured a 3-2 aggregate win over record 10-time
champions Real Madrid. Having already secured their fourth
consecutive Serie A title, Massimiliano Allegri’s men-who face
Lazio in the Italian Cup final on Wednesday-are already assured
of their place in next season’s competition. But with only a
point separating Roma, in second, and third-placed Lazio, the
capital rivals remain neck and neck for the coveted runners-up
spot. A third place finish is synonymous with a potentially dan-
gerous qualifying playoff, a situation both are desperate to
avoid given Napoli’s experience last summer when they were
denied by Athletic Bilbao, who won 4-2 on aggregate. Lazio are
arguably the league’s in-form team this second half of the sea-
son but face the tougher fixture this weekend with an away trip
to Sampdoria today while Roma host Udinese tomorrow. Samp
coach Sinisa Mihajlovic embellished his reputation as one of the
best free kick-taking midfielders of all time with Sven-Goran
Eriksson’s Lazio in the late 1990s.

But with Sampdoria on the verge of qualifying for next sea-
son’s Europa League, any love the Serbian feels for his former
club has been pushed to one side. “I want us to win our last
three games and take as many points as possible,” Mihajlovic
said after a 4-1 away drubbing of Udinese last weekend. “What
we’re doing this season is miraculous, but we have to keep
plugging away. Qualification for the Europa League is within
our grasp.” Lazio’s bid to overtake Roma was kept in check by
an away draw at Atalanta as well as last week’s stunning 2-1
home defeat to Inter Milan. Stefano Pioli’s men travel to Genoa
without influential Argentinean midfielder Lucas Biglia, who is
sidelined for the coming weeks with a right knee injury.

Although Dutch defender Stefan De Vrij should be involved
for the Biancocelesti at some point after his recent recovery
from injury, Lazio will have to do without goalkeeper Federico
Marchetti as well as Brazilian defender Mauricio, both suspend-
ed. A Lazio loss would be a huge blow given their tougher run-
in to the end of the season. After Roma host Udinese, the
Giallorossi face Lazio next weekend and close the season at
home to Palermo. Lazio, meanwhile, close the season with a
tough away trip to Napoli, who, currently three points adrift in
fourth, are still clinging to hopes of qualifying for the
Champions League. Roma’s title aspirations sunk during a sorry
run of consecutive draws, and Rudi Garcia’s misfiring side-stung
2-1 by AC Milan at the San Siro last week are under huge pres-
sure to avoid suffering another catastrophe. But given
Udinese’s poor away form-the northerners have won only four
of their 17 away games so far-the smart money is on a Roma
win. Garcia is expected to be without Bosnian midfielder
Miralem Pjanic due to a tendon problem in his right ankle,
although Roma should welcome Seydou Keita back following a
recent knock.—AFP

LONDON: The penultimate round of matches in this season’s
Premier League gets under way today with several clubs looking
to avoid joining already-relegated Burnley and Queens Park
Rangers in English football’s second-tier next term. Hull currently
occupy the one remaining relegation place but can do them-
selves the power of good, if not make absolutely certain of their
top-flight status, with a win away to a Tottenham Hotspur side
who have not scored in five of their last eight games. The Tigers
lost 1-0 to Burnley last weekend and manager Steve Bruce has
demanded a much-improved performance from his side against
Spurs.

“My main concern is we haven’t got anywhere near the level
we’re capable of and I take responsibility for that,” Bruce said. “A
lot of them fell short of the level we require and we have got to
try and get it back because we have still got a chance,” the former
Manchester United defender added. Newcastle and Sunderland
are the next two clubs in line, with the north-east rivals both on
36 points, although Sunderland do have a game in hand, against
Arsenal, next week. This weekend sees Newcastle away to QPR
while Sunderland face Leicester, just a point and a place above

them, in what promises to be a classic relegation “six-pointer”.
Last week’s 1-1 draw with West Brom ended Newcastle’s run of
eight straight defeats, their worst for 38 years, and left them two
points above the relegation zone with two games to play.

Hurt pride    
Victory at Loftus Road, allied to a Hull failure to win, would see

Newcastle stay up but Magpies caretaker boss John Carver, des-
perate to be the manager of his hometown club come next sea-
son, said he wanted more than that. “My pride has been hurt by
the run of results. I want to do something about it. If that means
winning the next two games, that will make me feel a little bit
better,” Carver said. Sunderland welcome Leicester to the
Stadium of Light buoyed by a morale-boosting 2-0 victory at
Everton. Sunderland manager Dick Advocaat arrived on Wearside
in March thinking six or seven points might be enough to see the
Black Cats beat the drop.

But although the 67-year-old Dutchman and his charges have
taken 10 points from six games since his arrival, Sunderland are
still not out of danger. “We thought that with six points, we had

enough, and now we have 10 points and we still need three
points, so hopefully we can do that today,” Advocaat said.
Leicester, however, are currently on a brilliant run of six wins in
their last seven matches which has seen the Foxes give them-
selves a remarkable lifeline after being bottom of the table for 140
days this season. “First and foremost our concentration has to be
on ourselves, on our own game, that’s not going to change,” said
Leicester manager Nigel Pearson.

FA Cup finalists Aston Villa, within touching distance of safe-
ty on 38 points, travel to Southampton today. At the other end
of the table, Liverpool’s match against Crystal Palace promises
to be emotional for skipper Steven Gerrard as it will be the last
time the veteran midfielder plays at Anfield before joining the
LA Galaxy. Meanwhile Sunday could help decide which clubs
join already crowned champions Chelsea among the top three
guaranteed direct entry into the Champions League. Deposed
title-holders Manchester City, currently second, travel to
Swansea, while fourth and third meet when Manchester United
face Arsenal at Old Trafford. Chelsea are at West Bromwich
Albion on Monday. — AFP 

Italian League Preview  Holders Sevilla cruise 
into the Europa final

Battle to avoid final drop spot heats up

FLORENCE: Fiorentina’s defender from Argentina Gonzalo (left) vies with Sevilla’s midfielder Vicente Iborra during the UEFA
Europa League second leg semi-final football match Fiorentina vs Sevilla on May 14, 2015. — AFP 
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Nadal, Federer closing 
in on Rome showdownSportsSports

CHICAGO: Chicago Bulls forward Mike Dunleavy (left) tries to take the ball from Cleveland Cavaliers guard Matthew Dellavedova during Game 6 of an NBA basketball second-round
playoff series on Thursday, May 14, 2015. — AP 

CHICAGO: The Cleveland Cavaliers punched their ticket to the NBA
Eastern Conference finals on Thursday, but in the West the Los
Angeles Clippers stunningly failed to get past the Houston Rockets.
Cleveland superstar LeBron James got plenty of help from his sup-
porting cast in the Cavaliers’ 94-73 victory over the Chicago Bulls.
With the win the Cavs completed a four-games-to-two triumph over
the Bulls in their best-of-seven second-round series, and will now
face either the Atlanta Hawks or Washington Wizards for a place in
the NBA finals.

In Los Angeles, the Clippers had appeared to be heading for a
similar series win.  But the Rockets put together a stunning come-
back, erasing a 19-point third-quarter deficit to shock the clippers
119-107 and force a decisive game seven back in Houston on
Sunday. “We gave this one away, there’s no doubt about that,” said
Clippers coach Doc Rivers, whose team was out-scored 40-15 in the
fourth quarter. “But it’s still 3-3, and we have a game seven.” Rivers
admitted it would be tough for his players to regroup after their sec-
ond straight failure to put away a series which they had led 3-1.  It

was an outcome that looked impossible when Rockets star James
Harden went to the bench with 1:33 remaining in the third quarter,
his team trailing by 17.

Harden never even got back in the game, as Corey Brewer and
Josh Smith spearheaded the Rockets’ remarkable resurgence. Brewer
and Smith combined for 29 points over the final 12 minutes, each fin-
ishing with 19. “This is what we fought all season for-for home court
to be able to put the pressure back on them for a game seven at our
house,” Smith said.  Blake Griffin, who finished with 28 points for Los
Angeles, didn’t score in the final period-nor did Matt Barnes or
DeAndre Jordan. “We got very tentative,” Rivers said. “Very few peo-
ple event wanted to shoot in stretches. It happens, but it’s awful to
watch.”

Cavs seize chance
There was no such drama in Chicago, where the Cavaliers seized

their opportunity to eliminate the Bulls despite a tough shooting
night for James and a first-half injury to Kyrie Irving. James connected
on just seven of 23 attempts from the floor, but he still finished one

rebound shy of a triple-double with 15 points, 11 assists and nine
rebounds.

The four-time NBA Most Valuable Player said that, as always, he
just tried to make the most of his team’s chance to advance. “I just
love the moment and I just try to not waste the opportunity,” he said.
“Is it always going to work out that way? No. There’s going to be
series where you can close out and win and you just don’t do it. For
me, my mindset is just to go out and try to win every game.”

Irving reinjured his left knee in the second quarter and sat out
much of the game, but a string of lesser-known players stepped up
to help the Cavs seal the series. Matthew Dellavedova scored 11 of
his 19 points in the fourth quarter, Iman Shumpert scored 13 points
and pulled down seven rebounds and JR Smith added 12 points and
eight rebounds for the Cavaliers. “The power of team trumps all,”
Cleveland coach David Blatt said. While James will be playing in his
fifth straight Eastern Conference finals, the last four were during his
tenure in Miami. The Cavaliers are back in the conference finals for
the first time since 2009. — AFP 

Cavaliers rout Bulls to advance
Rockets shoot down Clippers to level series 


