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RIO DE JANEIRO: US
surfer Kelly Slater com-
petes in the 2015 Rio
Pro World Surf League
competition at Barra da
Tijuca beach in Rio de
Janeiro. —AP

RIO DE JANEIRO: Many of the world’s top
surfers were in Rio de Janeiro for a major surf-
ing competition that kicked off Tuesday amid
persistent worries about the city’s polluted
waters.

Kelly Slater of the United States and Brazilian
star Gabriel Medina were among those com-
peting at the Oi Rio Pro event, which is taking
place through May 22 on Rio’s Barra da Tijuca
beach. The Barra neighborhood is one of the
main sites for competitions at next year’s
Olympics.

The surfing event’s main venue is near the
spot where a raw sewage-filled lagoon empties
into the Atlantic. The latest water quality report,
issued Tuesday by the state environmental
authority, said the area was inappropriate for
swimming due to the concentration of fecal
coliforms.

Rio has poor sewage treatment infrastruc-
ture, and much of the sewage from the city of
12 million people empties untreated into its
lakes, rivers and beaches. Of the 32 water quali-
ty reports issued this year for Rio, only eight
found water in the area appropriate for swim-
mers.

Biologist and environmental activist Mario
Moscatelli has warned that pollution could
become particularly problematic during low
tides at Barra da Tijuca, when the lagoon’s fetid
waters spill out into the ocean.

Winds could potentially push the sewage
along the beach, contaminating the competi-
tion site, said Moscatelli, who has been flying
over the area for years as part of an environ-
mental monitoring project. Recent photos tak-
en by Moscatelli showed a brown stain spread-
ing over much of Barra beach.

The event’s organizer, the World Surf
League, recently canceled a backup venue on
the neighboring beach of Sao Conrado due to
what the organization deemed “pollution
issues.”

In a statement emailed to The Associated
Press last week, World Surf League spokesman
Dave Prodan said the organization was “confi-
dent that our primary site at Postinho, Barra da
Tijuca will deliver excellent conditions.”

Water quality has become a hot-button
issue ahead of the 2016 Olympics, with state
and local authorities repeatedly acknowledging
they will not be able to make good on long-
standing promise to clean up the city’s blighted
waterways ahead of the games. Olympic sail-
ing, canoeing, rowing and other aquatic events
are slated to take place in the polluted waters,
prompting worries about athletes’ health and

safety. The start of competition at the surfing
event coincides with Brazilian President Dilma
Rousseff’s meetings in Rio with local Olympic
organizers as well as members of the Swiss-
based International Olympic Committee.

Meanwhile, the World Anti-Doping Agency
has lifted the suspension of the drug-testing
lab in Rio de Janeiro, clearing the way for its use
at next year’s Olympics.

WADA revoked the credentials of Rio’s lab in
2013 because of “repeated failures” in meeting
agency standards. “This decision was made
after the laboratory completed the required
remedial work stipulated in the International
Standard for Laboratories (ISL),” WADA
spokesman Ben Nichols said yesterday. Nichols
said the decision was approved by WADA’s
executive committee.

The suspension of the lab forced officials to

send samples to Switzerland for last year’s
World Cup in Brazil. Dr. Richard Budgett, the
medical and scientific director of the
International Olympic Committee, said recently
that the IOC planned to conduct “roughly the
same number” of tests in Rio as the 5,000 it car-
ried out in London.

Rather than increasing the number of tests,
as the IOC usually does at each games, Budgett
said “we want to move away from a total focus
on numbers” and concentrate on intelligent,
targeted and flexible testing. The approval
removes one stumbling block for Rio organiz-
ers, who are facing numerous hurdles: severe
water pollution at venues for canoeing, rowing
and sailing; tight deadlines for finishing many
venues; worries about crime and security in a
city of 12 million; and tight budgets, with Brazil
predicted to slide into recession this year. —AP

Surfing event opens in Rio amid water pollution

ITALY: Alberto Contador, of Spain, wears the pink jersey of the overall leader as he celebrates on the podium after completing the fifth leg of the
Giro díItalia, Tour of Italy cycling race. —AP

ABETONE: Alberto Contador claimed the overall
lead in the Giro d’Italia after the first mountain
stage yesterday, as the race favorites leaped into
action on the concluding climb to Abetone.

Jan Polanc, a 23-year-old Slovene with the
Lampre team, won the fifth leg. Polanc got in an
early breakaway and attacked on the final climb
- 17 kilometers (10.5 miles) at an average gradi-
ent of 5.4 percent. He clocked little more than
four hours over the 152-kilometer (94-mile)
stage across central Italy, which started in La
Spezia.

French veteran Sylvain Chavanel, another
breakaway member, finished second, 1:31
behind, and Italian title hopeful Fabio Aru

crossed third with the same time, with Contador
and Richie Porte right behind. In the overall
standings, Contador is two seconds ahead of
Aru, with Porte 20 seconds behind in third.
Previous leader Simon Clarke dropped far
behind.

A two-time Tour de France champion,
Contador won the Giro in 2008 and was also tri-
umphant in 2011 but was stripped of that title
for testing positive in the 2010 Tour. “There’s still
a long way to go,” Contador said. “This was just
an aperitivo.

“My attack wasn’t planned. I felt good, looked
around, and went,” Contador added. “I’m happy
with the situation after five days. I didn’t expect

the pink jersey, but to have it is always fantastic.
... Although the one that counts is the pink jersey
in Milan, so if someone else takes it tomorrow, it
won’t be a problem.” Contador was the first of
the overall contenders to attack on the climb
and Aru and Porte quickly followed. Aru won a
sprint for third, which carried a four-second
bonus. “I’m happy to be in this battle,” Aru
said. “ They ’re great champions and being
among them is unbelievable.” Stage 6 today
is  a  183-k i lometer  (114-mi le )  leg  f rom
M ontecat in i  Terme to  Cast ig l ione Del la
Pescaia featuring flat sections at the start and
finish and hills in between. The 98th Giro
ends May 31 in Milan. —AP

Contador takes Giro lead

DOHA: Guess who Justin Gatlin saw soon
after arriving in Doha for the start of the
Diamond League season? Yep, Usain Bolt.

It was only a poster of the Jamaican in a
shopping mall, but it’s another reminder -
as if Gatlin needs any - of what his season is
all about.

The posters and pictures of track’s No. 1
star actually help his focus, Gatlin said yes-
terday, because he doesn’t have to conjure
up mental images of the man he wants to
dethrone this year as sprinting’s king. “His
picture’s everywhere,” Gatlin said. “I walk
through the mall here and I see him every-
where. So I don’t have to imagine him
everywhere, I see him all the time ... I know
he’s there and when I see him, I have to be

ready for that.”
Thing is, it seems the next time Gatlin

will see the Olympic and world champion
for real will be in late August, at the world
championships in Beijing. Sadly for track
fans, their schedules before then don’t
coincide. Still, Gatlin is not getting tired of
the talk surrounding a big-ticket show-
down in both the 100 and 200 meters in
China. Not at all. In Doha for his first 100 of
the season on Friday night, Gatlin even
called Bolt out for a 200-meter race before
the worlds - a teaser if you like. He also sug-
gested the venue: Paris. “That would be a
great race to have. I’m definitely up for the
challenge, up for the shot,” Gatlin said. He
said it could be like the Mayweather-
Pacquiao fight, only “way more exciting
and unfortunately less money.”

The American leaned, almost leapt, back
in his chair when a reporter asked if Bolt
was the reason the meeting probably
wouldn’t happen until the worlds. “I would-
n’t say (it’s) because of him. Don’t quote me
on that,” Gatlin said. Then, a hint of a smile.

Gatlin has the performances from last
year to justify his swagger and his place as
the No. 1 challenger to Bolt. The 33-year-
old former Olympic champion won all 18 of
his individual races in 2014, 15 in the 100
and three over 200. He also set world-best
times of 9.77 seconds in the 100 and 19.68
in the 200.

Bolt, meanwhile, took time off for some
rest and rehab. So, Gatlin’s taking the
chance to play himself up as “the man,” at
one point calling Bolt - maybe unintention-
ally - a challenger.

“I’m ready. I feel fit. I feel ready to go. So,
whoever the challengers are, if it’s Usain or
any other challengers, I’m ready to face
them,” Gatlin said, also laying out some
pretty big targets on how fast he wants to
run this year over 100 meters.

“I’m thinking low 9.8 to 9.7 (seconds),
and hopefully 9.6 as well. Hopefully going
out there and running very fast this season
and dominating on a higher level. Not just
wins, but dominating with fast times.”

But caution’s  needed too,  maybe?
Anything other than a win for Gatlin in
Doha - the “tone-setter” for his season, he
called it - would cut him down to size.
And he’s now a guy everyone wants to
beat. “I’ve had targets on my back for so
long in my career that I’m used to it,” he
said.—AP

Gatlin wants to ‘dominate 
on a higher level’ in 2015

USA’s Justin Gatlin


