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Danica Patrick in action in this file photo.

LONDON: NASCAR team co-owner Gene Haas
has no desire to fuel speculation but neither will
he rule out entirely the possibility of Danica
Patrick racing for his new Formula One team
next year.

“If the right sponsor came along, then any-
thing is possible,” the California-based business-
man told Reuters when asked whether the
world’s best-known female racer might make a
sensational switch from ovals. Even as he spoke,
on a visit to the grand prix paddock in Spain last
weekend, his F1 team principal Guenther Steiner
grimaced.

“Don’t put anything in that Danica is coming
to F1,” laughed the Austrian, mindful of all the
stories written since Haas Formula One con-
firmed they would be making their grand prix
debut in 2016.

“We’ve been down that path last year,” agreed
Haas, who nonetheless left no doubt that his
Stewart-Haas NASCAR driver would be given
serious consideration if the deal was right and
she wanted to do it. Formula One has not had a
woman driver start a race in nearly 40 years and
Patrick, who nearly tested for Honda in 2008, has
been through the rumour mill many times
already.

“We don’t want to sit there and say no to any-
thing but the probabilities... obviously when
she’s in NASCAR, it’s very difficult to participate
in F1,” said Haas of the 33-year-old who in 2013
became the first woman to take pole position for

the season-opening Daytona 500. Recent events
may make it easier, however.

HIGHLY MARKETABLE
Patrick’s long-term backer, internet domain

name service GoDaddy Inc, announced last
month they were leaving NASCAR at the end of
the year and that has left her future in doubt
although Haas sounded positive on that score.

“Danica Patrick is highly marketable and if
anything we’re very lucky that GoDaddy is giv-
ing us enough time to find a sponsor that she’ll
fit with, because she can sell anything,” he said.

“She has as much attention at the race track
as any of the drivers so she’s a very valuable per-
son.” Haas F1 will be the first American-based
team in Formula One since 1986 and will com-
pete with Ferrari engines in a close tie-up with
the Italian team.

They have already secured a European base
in central England, buying the old Marussia fac-
tory in Banbury, and are making steady progress
even if no driver announcement is expected for
months.

“We kind of have to wait until mid-summer
and really see who’s available. Obviously
Formula One cars are a little unique; you proba-
bly have to have someone with relative experi-
ence of driving these cars,” said Haas. “It would
be a home run to put an American driver in an
American Formula One team, but it takes a lot of
alignment of the stars for that to happen.”

PREMIUM BRAND
Haas said the team had acquired no equip-

ment from auctions of the failed Caterham and
Marussia teams, other than the latter’s super-
computer, preferring instead to buy big ticket
items such as trailers new. He added that the
team had about 90 employees with another 50
or 60 to be hired, and would reflect the ‘premi-
um brand’ of his machine automation business.

“Right now we’re in that slow period of just
kind of building things, putting things together,”
said the 62-year-old. “Our goal is to actually
show that you can survive in F1 without the dra-
ma that some of the other teams go through. I
think, from everything that I’ve seen, we’re
going to be fine,” he added. Haas said he was
aiming to make the most of “NASCAR efficien-
cies”, buying in technology from different com-
panies rather than doing it the traditional F1
way.

“We really don’t have any urgent need for
sponsors but we’d certainly like to have some.
But our goal is we’re going racing, whether
we’re sponsored or not,” he added. With the
prospect of adding a Formula One schedule to
the t ime needed to run his  business and
attend NASCAR races, Haas could be short of
sleep next year but he laughed that off. “I have
no idea how I’m going to make all this work,”
he smiled. “It is fun, might as well do it before
you’re dead.” —Reuters

Patrick to F1? Haas not ruling it out

F1 revamp on agenda at 
‘crucial’ strategy meet

LONDON: Formula One bosses and top
teams will meet on Thursday to discuss a
revamp of the sport, as well as technical
concerns, but with considerable doubt
over how much they can actually agree.
Past Strategy Group meetings, each billed
as increasingly ‘crucial’, have rarely lived up
to even modest expectations. “We might
change the date of the next meeting.
Possibly. I’m not sure. It’s not easy to get
decisions made,” commercial supremo
Bernie Ecclestone told Reuters when
asked what might be achieved this time.

Leaving aside the 84-year-old’s cyni-
cism, Formula One has major challenges
to address including soaring costs, strug-
gling teams, falling viewing figures in
some regions and a failure to engage a
younger audience. Ferrari  are among
those to have called for a rules ‘revolution’
from 2017, with bigger, louder and more
affordable engines in faster and more fear-
some cars.

More immediately, there will be a vote
on whether to increase the engine alloca-
tion for this season from four per driver
back to the five they had last year-with
some teams opposed.

The Strategy Group meeting at Biggin
Hill  in southern England includes six
teams-Mercedes,  Ferrari ,  Red Bull,

McLaren, Williams and Force India-as well
as the governing FIA and commercial
rights holder. “Every meeting is crucial,”
FIA president Jean Todt told Reuters at the
Spanish Grand Prix last weekend. “We
know there are some things to assess. And
I hope we will be able to have a good
agenda and come with good proposals
and decisions to submit to the F1 commis-
sion and then to the world council.

“I hate reacting to ‘this one says this,
this one says that’,” he added when the
various standpoints were put to him.  “So
we will have all the different stakeholders
around the table and it will be a proper
opportunity to speak about everything.

“A lot of work has been done, we have
been doing some working groups, an
enquiry with an external consultant, with
the technical and sporting people, so I
think we will have a quite clear situation
to discuss about.”

The increased engine allocation pro-
posal already looks doomed, however,
with Mercedes-powered Williams and
Force India against it on grounds of cost
and a reluctance to help Renault-powered
rivals Red Bull in the championship battle.
Red Bull and McLaren, whose partners
Honda have also had reliability problems,
are in favor. —Reuters

HOUSTON: Houston’s James Harden shook
off illness to record a triple double and lead
the Rockets to 124-103 win against the Los
Angeles Clippers on Tuesday that kept the
series alive and trimmed the deficit to 3-2.
Harden lived up to his superstar billing, as did
LeBron James, who led Cleveland to a 106-
101 win against Chicago which put the
Cavaliers up 3-2 and within one win of
advancing in the playoffs.

Harden had 26 points, 11 rebounds and 10
assists and Dwight Howard added 20 points
and 15 rebounds as the Rockets bounced
back from two lopsided losses.

“I’m all right,” Harden said when asked
about his health. “We won, so that’s all that
matters.” The Rockets hadn’t lost three
straight all season, and with their season on
the line they ended their skid to send it back
to Los Angeles for Game 6 today.

Houston used a 36-point second quarter
to take a commanding lead and withstood a
third-quarter surge by Los Angeles to lead by
14 entering the fourth.

Blake Griffin had 30 points and 16
rebounds, and Chris Paul added 22 points
and 10 assists for the Clippers. “They were
more focused,” Clippers coach Doc Rivers said.
“They played like they were the desperate
team and we didn’t play very desperate.”

Harden’s triple-double was Houston’s first
in the postseason since Steve Francis in 2004,
and earned the respect of his teammates.

“This is win or go home and I’m pretty sure
he wants this as bad as we all do and he
showed that tonight,” Howard said. Trevor
Ariza added 22 points for Houston and Corey
Brewer had 15.

McHale toyed with the starting lineup
after losses by 25 and 33 points, inserting
Josh Smith in place of Terrence Jones. Smith
finished with nine points and seven
rebounds, while Jones provided a spark off

the bench with 12 points. “I just wanted to
shake things up a bit and ... see if we could
get more ball movement,” McHale said.

In Cleveland, James scored 38 points and
Kyrie Irving added 25 as the Cavaliers held off
Chicago’s charge in the fourth quarter.

Showing no ill effects from a sprained left
ankle, James added 12 rebounds, six assists
and didn’t have a turnover in 41 minutes to
ensure the Cavs will again play at home this
season.

“LeBron was just outstanding, every ele-
ment of the game,” Cavs coach David Blatt
said. “You can’t pick a thing he didn’t do at the
highest level.” Cleveland can wrap up the
best-of-seven series with a win in Game 6 on
Thursday back at United Center in Chicago,
where the teams exchanged buzzer-beating
victories last weekend.

The drama wasn’t quite as high in Game 5,
but it was close and it was intense. Jimmy
Butler scored 29 and Mike Dunleavy 19 for
Chicago. Derrick Rose scored 16, 12 in the first
quarter, but the star guard shot just 2 of 15 in
the final three quarters and aggravated a
shoulder “stinger” he sustained in Game 1.
Fueled by an altercation that led to the ejec-
tion of Chicago’s Taj Gibson, the Cavs led by
17 with 6:09 left and then had to hold off a
furious comeback by the Bulls, who got with-
in 101-99 on Butler’s 3-pointer with 1:18 left.

Cleveland, though, got a huge offensive
rebound by Iman Shumpert before Irving,
playing on a sprained right foot and sore left
knee, made four free throws in the final 17
seconds.

The Bulls were missing big man Pau
Gasol, who sat out his second straight game
with a strained left hamstring and didn’t
sound confident before Game 5 that he’d be
ready by today. They also played the final
10:25 without Gibson, ejected for kicking
Cavs guard Matthew Dellavedova. —AP

Harden’s triple double 
keeps Rockets alive

LOS ANGELES: Houston Rockets guard James Harden (right) tries to get by Los
Angeles Clippers guard Austin Rivers during the second half in Game 4 of a second-
round NBA basketball playoff series. —AP

Real aim to end Euroleague wait
MADRID: European club basketball heavy-
weights Real Madrid will be hard pressed to
win their first Euroleague title since 1995
when they host the competition’s Final Four
this weekend.

The showpiece tournament also features
dark horses Fenerbahce Istanbul, who clash
with Real on Friday for a berth in Sunday’s
final,  as well as CSKA Moscow and
Olympiakos Piraeus who meet in the other
semi. Touted as strong favourites to win their
ninth overall title, Real face a banana skin
against Fenerbahce who romped into the
Final Four under the helm of the Spanish
club’s former coach Zeljko Obradovic, who
steered them to their last Euroleague trophy
two decades ago. The 55-year old Serb, who
has won a record eight titles in the premier
club competition with four different clubs,
also mentored Real’s present coach Pablo
Laso when the Spanish giants won the sec-
ond-tier Saporta Cup in 1997.

Known for nurturing a free-flowing attack-
ing game relying on flair and talent, Laso
pointed out he had no qualms about apply-
ing a different strategy after last year’s shock

defeat by Maccabi Tel Aviv in the final. “If we
win the Euroleague in an ugly game, I would
be as happy as if we won it in a great match,”
the 47-year old from the Basque city of Vitoria
told the competition’s official website
(www.euroleague.net).

“Fenerbahce are a talented team, hard to
match up against and able to change their
rhythm. I have a lot of respect for (Obradovic),
I learnt a lot from him in the two years that I
spent with him.”

Heavy investment by Fenerbahce’s owners
paid off in the club’s second season under the
iron-fisted Obradovic, who brushed aside
Maccabi 3-0 in their best-of-five quarter-final.

Having won five of his eight Euroleague
titles with Panathinaikos, the former
Yugoslavia playmaker will rely heavily on the
prowess of fellow Serbs Bogdan Bogdanovic
and Nemanja Bjelica.

Driven by Fenerbahce’s newly-found
appetite for success and his own hunger for
silverware, Obradovic said hosting the Final
Four was a sword which cuts both ways
although he acknowledged Real’s experience
could be a telling factor.—Reuters

LAGUNA NIGUEL: At first glance, nothing
seems amiss at this lush, members-only golf club
in one of the priciest communities in Orange
County. A bubbling fountain gurgles out of an
artificial lake. Emerald-green fairways stretch
into the distance. Golf carts zoom across the
grass like white ants.

But behind the man-made stream and arcing
sprinklers, California’s epic drought is reshaping
the course at El Niguel Country Club and dozens
of others statewide.

Pressed by the four-year dry spell and state-
mandated water cuts, some of the finest courses
in California are taking such steps as tearing out
the grass in places where it won’t affect the
game, planting drought-resistant vegetation,
letting the tur f turn brown in spots and
installing smart watering systems. “The new
buzzword in the industry is ‘Brown is the new
green.’ We can’t provide the same kind of prod-
uct as we’d like to anymore,” said Mike Williams
of Hidden Valley Golf Club in Norco. “Everybody
can’t play on a lush green surface like the
Masters.”

It’s a move the golf industry says is necessary
for its long-term survival as the drought drags
on. Last week, state regulators ordered a 25 per-
cent overall cut in the use of drinkable water in
California, leaving it up to local water agencies
to decide how to achieve it. Golf courses are
starting to find out what that will mean for them
- cuts in their water allocations, tough sprinkler
restrictions and perhaps higher water rates.

In California, an average 18-hole golf course
sprawls over 110 to 115 acres and conservatively
uses almost 90 million gallons of water per year,
enough to fill 136 Olympic-size swimming pools,
said Mike Huck, a water management consultant
who works with golf courses statewide.

Some golf courses already are spending up to
$500,000 a year on water to maintain that oasis
look. Country clubs also realize that the sight of
great expanses of perfect grass won’t sit well
with the public when people are being asked to
take four-minute showers, flush less and let their
own lawns wither.

As a result, many of California’s more than 860
golf courses have jumped at turf reduction
rebate programs run by water agencies. The pro-
grams offer $2 to $3 for every square foot of turf
removed.

A golf course can easily tear out up to 25
acres of grass next to the fairways and around
the clubhouse without affecting the game, said

David Fleming, a golf course architect whose
business is booming.

El Niguel Country Club applied for rebates
last year to rip up 22 acres, and the final phase is
now underway. The project will save 12 million
gallons a year, just in time for cuts to the course’s
water allocation that begin in June, said Brian
Archbold, golf course supervisor.

On a recent spring day, golfers playing in a
charity tournament at El Niguel putted their way
around dozens of orange-shirted landscapers
who were gouging out dead grass and planting
buckets of drought-tolerant species such as fire-
cracker plants, acacias, primavera and golden
grass. Golfer Keith Stribling has seen similar
redesigns at several courses around Southern
California and doesn’t mind it. “The way most
courses are doing it, you can see they’re not put-
ting it right in the middle of the golf course,” he
said. “They’re just removing turf where you
shouldn’t be hitting it over there anyway.”

Rancho Santa Fe Golf Club, down the road in
San Diego County, tore out almost 19 acres late
last year and replaced it with sandy beds dotted
with brightly colored yellow, purple and white
desert plants for an eventual water savings of 13
million to 15 million gallons a year, Fleming said.

The course still faces a 50 percent cut in supply
by June 1 if a local water agency’s plans pass -
likely meaning the rough will go dry. The rebates
have become so popular with the industry in
Southern California that the regional
Metropolitan Water District is talking about cre-
ating a lifetime rebate cap and taking other
measures to avoid maxing out its funds.

Other courses are investing in wireless soil
probes that can provide real-time feeds to
groundskeepers on their cellphones. The read-
outs indicate exactly where to water and exactly
how much, to within a fraction of an inch, elimi-
nating the need for sprinklers that drench large
areas. Some golf courses are installing liners in
their artificial lakes, turning off sprinklers in
areas of less foot traffic and considering on-site
facilities that treat wastewater from the sewers -
a strategy Australian golf courses used to survive
a recent 10-year drought.

Ed Osann, a water use expert at the Natural
Resources Defense Council, said the golf course
industry must shift away from using drinkable
water over the next decade or risk its future.

“We may not be at the most severe part of
this drought yet,” he said. “This could get worse
before it gets better.” —AP

California golf courses tee
up water-saving measures

CALIFORNIA: In this April 25, 2015 photo, a golfer passes succulents and other drought-resis-
tant plants at the El Niguel Country Club in Laguna Niguel. California’s epic drought is reshap-
ing the course at El Niguel Country Club and dozens of others statewide.—AP


