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MADRID: A Spanish court said it would rule today whether
footballers can legally push ahead with a strike which threat-
ens to shut down the country’s top league this weekend. The
National Court in Madrid made the announcement yesterday
after hearing arguments by lawyers for the AFE players’ union
and the league, which alleges the threatened strike is illegal.
The AFE has joined the RFEF federation, which controls refer-
ees, in threatening a stoppage to demand a bigger share of
television broadcast revenues for smaller clubs.

Top players from Real Madrid and Barcelona have joined
the protests demanding a bigger share of broadcast revenue
be channelled to smaller clubs. If the stoppage goes ahead it
will halt the clash between Atletico Madrid and Barcelona on
Sunday which could seal the championship for Barca. It could
also disrupt the last league matches on May 23 and the Copa
del Rey final on May 30 between Barcelona and Athletic
Bilbao. In Wednesday’s open hearing, lawyers for the two sides
argued over whether the players had the right to go on strike
against a new law that redistributes broadcast revenues from
the lucrative Liga.—AFP

Spain court to rule 
on league strike LONDON:  Dressing room harmony is crucial if England are to have a chance of reclaiming the

Ashes even if it means discarding the country’s most destructive batsman, according to for-
mer England rugby skipper Lawrence Dallaglio.

As the fall-out over Kevin Pietersen’s failed bid to return to the international fold continues,
Dallaglio offered his support to England’s new director of cricket and former Ashes-winning
captain Andrew Strauss. “I think culture is really important in a team, particularly
in a sport like cricket,” Dallaglio, 42, said yesterday at the Daily Telegraph
Business of Sport event in London.

“These guys spend a huge amount of time together and trusting each
other is very important. “I know from my own experience both at club lev-
el with Wasps and with England that we spent an enormous amount of
time putting together a culture and certain values and certain ways of
behaving, both together and outside of the team environment.” Dallaglio,
a key member of the team that won the Rugby World Cup in Australia in
2003, said current England rugby coach Stuart Lancaster had been faced
with dressing room issues when he took over but had worked hard to estab-
lish a new team ethos. He said it was the way forward for English cricket.
“When Stuart took over he had to reconnect the players with their
responsibilities and what it means to play for England,” said
Dallaglio. “He had to relocate the moral compass of the team and
the identity of the team, that was the first criteria.—Reuters

AMSTERDAM: The Netherlands will be a much weaker force without an
injured Arjen Robben when they play Latvia in a key UEFA 2016 qualifier
next month, conceded coach Guus Hiddink. “With the absence of Arjen
Robben, the team will lose 30 to 40 percent of its quality and production.
That’s the impact he has shown over the last year and a half. “It’s a loss for
the Dutch national team, but also very annoying for him and Bayern
Munich. I can complain about it long and hard, but that will not help. We
must go on,” Hiddink told Wednesday’s edition of the Dutch daily newspa-

per De Telegraaf. Robben recently recovered from an abdominal
muscle injury only to suffer a calf tear, which has ended his

season. He was missing for Bayern over the two legs of their
Champions League semi-final loss to Barcelona over the last

seven days. The Dutch play Latvia away in Riga on June 12.
They beat Latvia 6-0 in Amsterdam in October with two
goals from the 31-year-old but without Robben, lost to

Czech Republic last September and were held at home
by Turkey in March.

The setbacks means the Netherlands trail the
Czechs and Iceland in the Group A standings.

They have seven points from five matches to 13
for the Czech Republic and 12 for Iceland, who
upset the Dutch 2-0 in October.—Reuters

Robben to miss qualifier ‘England right on Pietersen’

CLEVELAND: Lance Lynn pitched six scoreless innings
and Matt Holliday had four RBIs, including a three-run
homer, to lead the St. Louis Cardinals past the
Cleveland Indians 8-3 on Tuesday night.

Lynn (2-3) held Cleveland to four hits and struck out
nine. He received plenty of help from his offense,
which scored all of its runs with two outs.

Holliday, who has reached base safely in each of his
30 games, had an RBI single in the fifth inning and put
the game away in the eighth with his three-run blast
off Scott Atchison. Cardinals third baseman Matt
Carpenter, returning after missing three games
because of fatigue, was 2 for 5, including an RBI single
Carlos Carrasco (4-3) allowed four runs in 6 2-3 innings
as the Indians failed again to win consecutive games.
Cleveland has won two straight once, the second and
third games of the season.

DODGERS 11, MARLINS 1
Andre Ethier went 5 for 5 with a homer and three

RBIs, and Los Angeles easily overcame a mammoth
home run by Giancarlo Stanton that left the stadium to
beat Miami for a fifth straight victory. Howie Kendrick
had four hits and also went deep as the Dodgers
roughed up recent teammate Dan Haren in his return
to Los Angeles. The two-time defending NL West
champions (22-10) pounded out a season-high 21 hits
and improved to 15-2 at home. Every starting position
player for the Dodgers had a hit by the sixth inning.
Just recalled from the minors, Mike Bolsinger (1-0)
pitched 5 2-3 effective innings for the win. He allowed
five hits and one run.

ROYALS 7, RANGERS 6
Alex Gordon homered on the first pitch of the 10th

inning and Kansas City beat Texas. Gordon greeted
reliever Stolmy Pimentel (0-1) by pulling a ball into the
seats down the right-field line.

Eric Hosmer and Mike Moustakas also homered for
the AL Central leaders, who had gone ahead on an RBI
groundout by Lorenzo Cain in the ninth. Adrian Beltre’s
two-out RBI single in the bottom half tied the game
again. After Greg Holland (1-0) took over in the ninth
and blew his first save in seven chances this year, the
right-hander returned to throw a perfect 10th. It was
his first outing this season that lasted more than one
inning.

TIGERS 2, TWINS 1
Ian Kinsler’s RBI single in the bottom of the 10th

inning lifted Detroit to victory. Anthony Gose hit a one-
out double off Ryan Pressly (1-1), and Kinsler followed
with a flare that dropped into shallow center field.
Angel Nesbitt (1-1) pitched the 10th for his first career
win. JD Martinez homered for the Tigers in the fourth
inning, and Minnesota tied it in the eighth on a sacri-
fice fly by Torii Hunter. Alfredo Simon allowed a run
and six hits in 7 2-3 innings for the Tigers. He struck out
six and walked one. Minnesota’s Kyle Gibson was
impressive as well, allowing a run and five hits in seven
innings. He struck out six.

RAYS 4, YANKEES 2
Evan Longoria hit a tiebreaking sacrifice fly during a

two-run eighth inning and Tampa Bay rallied late to
beat New York. Kevin Kiermaier drew a one-out walk in
the eighth from Nathan Eovaldi (3-1) and went to third
on Steven Souza Jr.’s single. Dellin Betances entered
and gave up Longoria’s sac fly. Souza scored on
Betances’ wild pitch to make it 4-2.

Tampa Bay tied it at 2 on David DeJesus’ two-run
single in the seventh. Kevin Jepsen (1-2) pitched a
scoreless eighth before Brad Boxberger got the final
three outs for his ninth save. The Yankees loaded the
bases with no outs in the first, but scored just twice on
consecutive RBI singles by Brian McCann and Carlos
Beltran off Chris Archer. Eovaldi gave up four runs and
six hits over 7 1-3 innings.

CUBS 6, METS 1
Jake Arrieta pitched eight sparkling innings, Kris

Bryant homered for the second straight day and
Chicago spoiled Noah Syndergaard’s anticipated
debut. Arrieta (4-3) had a season-high 10 strikeouts
and allowed one run and three hits. The right-hander
had dropped each his last two starts.

Bryant had three hits, including his first major
league triple. The rookie star hit a leadoff shot against
Hansel Robles in the eighth, sending a towering shot
to the back of the bleachers in left.

DIAMONDBACKS 14, NATIONALS 6
Mark Trumbo homered twice to drive in four runs,

Stephen Strasburg had one of the worst starts of his
career and Arizona emphatically snapped
Washington’s five-game winning streak. Beaten by the
Nationals 11-1 in the series opener Monday, the
Diamondbacks turned the tables. Bryce Harper hit his
seventh home run in the last six games game, a two-
run shot. But not much else went right for Washington.
The 14 runs were the most allowed by the Nationals
since they moved to Washington in 2005 and were one
shy of the most given up when they were the Montreal
Expos. Trumbo’s mammoth three-run homer into the
second deck in left field ended Strasburg’s night with
one out in the fourth inning.

BLUE JAYS 10, ORIOLES 2
Edwin Encarnacion homered twice and drove in

three runs, Mark Buehrle threw six innings of four-hit
ball and Toronto defeated Baltimore.

Encarnacion tied the game with a solo shot in the
sixth inning and capped a four-run seventh with a
drive off Tommy Hunter. It was his 19th career two-
homer game and second this season - both against
Baltimore. Josh Donaldson also homered and Ryan

Goins had three hits for the Blue Jays, who scored the
game’s final 10 runs. Buehrle (5-2) gave up two runs in
beating the Orioles for the third time this season. The
left-hander is 3-0 with a 3.50 ERA against Baltimore
and 2-2 with a 9.00 ERA against everyone else.

GIANTS 8, ASTROS 1
Chris Heston’s first career complete game was a

two-hitter and he struck out 10 as San Francisco won
for the third time in four games. Matt Duffy had three
hits and drove in five runs for the Giants. It was the
most RBIs by a Giants rookie since Buster Posey had six
July 7, 2010, at Milwaukee. Heston (3-3), a rookie right-
hander who retired the last 22 batters, has allowed two
runs or fewer in five of his seven starts this season.
Duffy, had a 3-run double in the second inning and
added a 2-run single as part of a 5-run fifth. Angel
Pagan had three hits for San Francisco, which had a
season-high with the eight runs.

ATHLETICS 9, RED SOX 2
Josh Reddick had four hits with a homer and three

RBIs and Stephen Vogt also homered to help Oakland
snap a six-game losing streak. Marcus Semien home-
red and Eric Sogard drove in three runs to help the A’s
snap their longest losing streak since the 2012 season.
Drew Pomeranz (2-3) faced the minimum 15 batters
through five innings and matched the longest outing
of his career. He allowed two runs and four hits in sev-
en innings to win for the first time since his opening
start of the season April 10 against Seattle. Justin
Masterson (2-2) failed to make it out of the third inning
in his own personal house of horrors. He allowed six
runs and six hits in 2 1-3 innings and fell to 0-6 with a
7.26 ERA in eight appearances at the Coliseum.

MARINERS 11, PADRES 4
Nelson Cruz hit his league-leading 15th home run,

Mike Zunino homered twice, and Seattle hit a sea-
son-high six home runs in a rout of San Diego. Cruz’s
homer came in the eighth inning off San Diego
reliever Frank Garces, who had already given up
homers to Zunino and Justin Ruggiano an inning
earlier. The six homers were tied for the most ever hit
by the Mariners in their home park, the last coming
in 2004 against Kansas City. Zunino hit a 439-foot
solo shot leading off the sixth inning then added a
two-run homer in the seventh. Zunino began the
night hitting .159, but finished with three hits - his
first three-hit game of the season - and the second
multi-homer game of his career. Seattle starter James
Paxton (1-2) threw six shutout innings for his first vic-
tory, as the Mariners won their fourth straight.

ANGELS 5, ROCKIES 2
Albert Pujols stole second base and scored the

tiebreaking run on Johnny Giavotella’s single in the
eighth inning as Los Angeles sent Colorado to a 10th
consecutive defeat. Matt Joyce drove in three runs and
had a two-run double in the eighth for the Angels,
who have won five of seven. CJ Wilson (2-2) pitched
eight innings of five-hit ball for the Angels, striking out
six and walking one to end his five start winless streak.
Huston Street pitched the ninth for his 11th save.
Corey Dickerson had an RBI double for the Rockies,
who have lost 16 of 20 since their 7-2 start. Pujols
snapped his 0-for-13 skid with an eighth-inning leadoff
single against Rafael Betancourt (0-1).

REDS 4, BRAVES 3
Devin Mesoraco doubled home the winning run

with one out in the ninth, sending Cincinnati to a victo-
ry over slumping Atlanta. The Reds snapped a three-
game losing streak with a late comeback. The Braves
let a 3-2 lead slip away in the seventh with the help of
Mike Foltynewicz’s throwing error, and wound up los-
ing for the fourth time in five games.

PIRATES 7, PHILLIES 2
AJ Burnett pitched seven strong innings in his

return to Philadelphia, Andrew McCutchen homered
and Pittsburgh won for the fourth straight time.
Burnett (2-1) gave up two runs, one earned, and six
hits. The 38-year-old right-hander led the majors with
18 losses for the Phillies last year, and then declined a
$12.75 million player option to pitch in Philadelphia
this season, opting for a one-year, $8.5 million deal
with the Pirates. Josh Harrison broke out of a 2-for-27
slump that landed him on the bench Monday, con-
necting for a three-run shot against Sean O’Sullivan (0-
2) in the fourth.

WHITE SOX 4, BREWERS 2
Chris Sale struck out 11 in eight solid innings in his

return from suspension to lift Chicago to a victory over
Milwaukee. Chicago ended a seven-game road losing
streak despite another modest offensive effort. It didn’t
matter with Sale (3-1) on the mound, as the lanky left-
hander made every run count before David Robertson
converted his sixth save to end it. Milwaukee’s Elian
Herrera homered for the third straight day, but Brewers
reliever Michael Blazek (3-1) faltered late. Sale looked
nothing like the pitcher who’d given up 13 runs over
his previous two starts against Minnesota and Detroit
in returning from a five-game suspension for his role in
an April 23 brawl with Kansas City. —AP

Cardinals thrash Indians, Dodgers roll

MANILA: Manny Pacquiao returned home
to the Philippines yesterday nursing his
right shoulder after surgery and weighing
up whether to retire or push for a rematch
with Floyd Mayweather Jr.

Pacquiao, wearing a black shoulder
brace and arm sling, said his immediate
priorities were recuperating from surgery
and his duties as congressman and family
man. He said he injured his shoulder dur-
ing training for the May 2 fight which
Mayweather won on a unanimous deci-
sion. Pacquiao and his family arrived early
Wednesday and rested briefly in his man-
sion in the Forbes Park residential enclave
of Manila. He later joined fans, supporters
and politicians for breakfast at a nearby
hotel before a motorcade around the
Philippine capital.

Thousands l ined the streets as his
motorcade passed, waving, applauding
and taking pictures of the 36-year-old for-
mer champion.

Sidewalk vendor Mary Jean Borgonia
held up a white shirt with the words “Long
Live, Manny” in the Filipino language print-
ed in red letters. “Even if he lost, for us he is
still a winner,” Borgonia said.

Pacquiao said when he recovers he’ll
make an “announcement for continuing
my career or announcement for retire-
ment.”

The boxer is also going into the last year
of his current term as congressman of
southern Sarangani province. He did not
indicate his plans for next year’s elections,
which could include running for his last
term as congressman, or provincial gover-

nor or senator.
“I know what you are thinking, that

hopefully there would be a rematch. I like
that. I want that,” Pacquiao told the hotel
crowd. “But for the moment, I am thinking
of focusing on this shoulder, on my work
and my family.”

Pacquiao later visited President
Benigno Aquino III, who congratulated him
“for bringing honor to the country by
fighting with courage and skill,” presiden-
tial spokesman Herminio Coloma said.

Coloma said Pacquiao gave Aquino two
black jackets as souvenirs from the fight.
Pacquiao also asked whether he and the
president, who is a gun enthusiast, could
again practice shooting at a firing range
after he recovers from surgery in about six
months, and the president nodded in
approval, Coloma said. Pacquiao lost the
12-round “Fight of the Century” and is fac-
ing several legal suits in the United States
seeking damages over the non-disclosure
of his shoulder injury before the bout.

The fight broke the pay-per-view record
with 4.4 million buys that generated more
than $400 million in revenue. With a live
gate of nearly $72 million and other rev-
enue, the bout grossed more than $600
million. Mayweather was guaranteed 60
percent of the net revenue to the promo-
tion and Pacquiao the remaining 40 per-
cent.

In an interview with Philippine broad-
caster ABS-CBN, Pacquiao said he reviewed
a video of the fight several times and
believed he won, though narrowly, against
Mayweather.—AP

INDIANAPOLIS: Honda may finally have
found a way to catch Chevrolet in the IndyCar
Series. Racing on ovals. After watching rival
Chevrolet dominate the first five races this sea-
son-all on road and street courses-the switch
to Indianapolis’ historic 2.5-mile oval is giving
Honda a chance to restart with new aero kits
that could spur a turnaround.

“I hope it will make a difference,” said
Graham Rahal, who has finished second in
each of the last two races with a Honda-pow-
ered car for Rahal Letterman Lanigan Racing.
“We’re only a couple days into this, so it’s hard
to say, but it looks like it will be (more competi-
tive).”

Nobody knows what to expect from these
distinctly different-looking cars. Honda has
opted to go with two center pillars that loop
around the wing and with a narrow carbon
fiber strip on each side that connect each side
of the outer wing to the rear wheel guard.
Chevrolet is using a more traditional-looking
but smaller, more efficient rear wing to make
the cars faster.

So far, Chevrolet has been almost flawless.
It has claimed all five poles, won four of the
first five races, swept the top 10 starting spots
for Saturday’s Grand Prix of Indianapolis and
then had eight of the top 10 finishers. It might
not be the same in the first oval race of the
season, the Indianapolis 500.

In Monday’s rain-shortened practice, Marco
Andretti, who drives for his Andretti Autosport,
had the fourth fastest lap of the day and was
the top Honda finisher at 225.184 mph. That’s
a big jump for a team that had four cars qualify
start Saturday-with none qualifying higher
than 18th and none finishing higher than 11th.

On Tuesday, Andretti’s cars fared slightly
better in colder, windier conditions. Justin
Wilson, Andretti and Carlos Munoz all finished

in the top 10 even though the Chevy drivers
took seven of the top eight spots on the speed
chart. Brazil’s Helio Castroneves, a three-time
500 champion, led the field at 227.514. His
teammate with Team Penske, France’s Simon
Pagenaud, was second at 227.382. New
Zealand’s Scott Dixon, the 2008 Indy champ, as
third at 226.769 for Target Chip Ganassi.

England’s Justin Wilson, an Andretti driver,
was fourth, at 226.688 but finished the day
getting a ride back to the garage after his car
started smoking at the end of practice. He said
he felt a vibration, heard a clunk and then saw
smoke.

Of course, there’s no telling whether the
fastest drivers caught a draft or who was work-
ing on the faster qualifying setups versus race
setups.

But most expect the Honda cars to perform
better at Indy. “I know Honda has had a lot of
concentration, a lot of focus, at least publicly,
on the Indianapolis 500,” said Charlie Kimball,
who drives for Chip Ganassi’s Chevy team. “I do
have a lot of confidence in the Chevy as far as
roads and streets, and we really need to work
to understand what we need to be doing to
get the most out of it (the new aero kits) on
ovals.” Chevy isn’t exactly dialing back its plans.

“When we took on this challenge, we priori-
tized the speedway package because we’re
very interested in winning the Indy 500,” said
Chris Berube, the chief engineer for Chevy’s
IndyCar department.

A more competitive manufacturer’s race
would add another element to IndyCar’s
biggest race. Honda had been the sole
engine supplier for IndyCar from 2006
through 2011 and began the month with 11
wins in the last 12 IndyCar races at the
Brickyard, including a sweep of the Indy GP
and the 500 in 2014.—AP

CLEVELAND: St. Louis Cardinals Jhonny Peralta hits a RBI double during the seventh inning of
a baseball game against the Cleveland Indians. —AP

American League
Eastern Division

W L PCT GB     
NY Yankees 21 13 .618 -      
Tampa Bay 18 16 .529 3      
Toronto 17 17 .500 4      
Boston 15 18 .455 5.5  
Baltimore 14 17 .452 5.5  

Central Division
Kansas City 21 12 .636 -      
Detroit 20 13 .606 1      
Minnesota 18 15 .545 3      
Chicago White Sox 13 17 .433 6.5  
Cleveland 11 20 .355 9      

Western Division
Houston 20 13 .606 -      
LA Angels 16 17 .485 4      
Seattle 15 17 .469 4.5  
Texas 14 19 .424 6      
Oakland 13 22 .371 8      

National League
Eastern Division

NY Mets 20 13 .606 -      
Washington 18 16 .529 2.5  
Atlanta 15 18 .455 5      
Miami 15 19 .441 5.5  
Philadelphia 11 23 .324 9.5  

Central Division
St. Louis 23 9 .719 -      
Chicago Cubs 17 15 .531 6      
Pittsburgh 17 16 .515 6.5  
Cincinnati 16 17 .485 7.5  
Milwaukee 12 22 .353 12     

Western Division
LA Dodgers 22 10 .688 -      
San Francisco 17 16 .515 5.5  
San Diego 17 17 .500 6      
Arizona 15 17 .469 7      
Colorado 11 18 .379 9.5  

MLB results/standings
St. Louis 8, Cleveland 3; Toronto 10, Baltimore 2; Pittsburgh 7, Philadelphia 2;  Detroit 2, Minnesota 1 (10 Innings);
Cincinnati 4, Atlanta 3; Tampa Bay 4, NY Yankees 2; Chicago Cubs 6, NY Mets 1; Kansas City 7, Texas 6 (10 Innings); San
Francisco 8, Houston 1; Chicago White Sox 4, Milwaukee 2; Arizona 14, Washington 6; Oakland 9, Boston 2; LA Angels
5, Colorado 2; Seattle 11, San Diego 4; LA Dodgers 11, Miami 1.

MANILA: Filipino boxing hero Manny Pacquiao, wearing a black shoulder brace and
arm sling, waves during a welcome motorcade in Manila. —AP

Pacquiao returns
to the Philippines

Honda’s oval package could 
make Indy 500 different race


