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The Gulf states will be seeking assurances from
Obama that he is ready to push back against Iranian
proxies, in particular in Syria, even if it causes turbu-
lence in sensitive nuclear talks. They will also want
assurances the nuclear deal does not represent a
broader “grand bargain” with Iran. “What they fear,
above all, is that, for one reason or another,
American policy is beginning to ‘tilt’ towards Tehran
and away from traditional US allies in the region,”
said Hussein Ibish of the Arab Gulf States Institute.
But Obama has invested too much in the Iran nego-
tiations to let Gulf concerns upend his legacy-build-
ing bid for a deal. “My guess is that the summit is
going to leave everybody feeling a little bit unsatis-
fied,” said Jon Alterman, the Middle East director at
the Center for Strategic and International Studies.

King Salman’s conspicuous absence comes amid
indisputable signs of strain in the long relationship
between the US and Saudi Arabia, driven not only
by Obama’s Iran overtures, but also the rise of
Islamic State militants and a lessening US depend-
ency on Saudi oil. Bahrain’s King Hamad bin Isa Al-
Khalifa, who also skipped the summit, will be in

Britain today to attend a horse show at Windsor
Castle and meet Queen Elizabeth II. “There have
been disagreements under this administration and
under the previous administration about certain
policies and development in the Middle East, but I
think on a set of core interests, we continue to have
a common view about what we aim to achieve,” said
Ben Rhodes, Obama’s deputy national security
adviser. 

Despite close ties stretching back decades, the
United States and the conservative Gulf monarchies
have never been easy allies. In 1980, in the wake of
crippling oil shock precipitated by Iran’s Islamic
Revolution, President Jimmy Carter pledged to
come to the defense of vital oil-producing Gulf
states. That policy was made manifest a decade later
when president George Bush sent troops to Kuwait
when it was invaded by Saddam Hussein’s Iraq.
Today the US fifth fleet is based in Bahrain and a US
military command center with substantial troops is
stationed in Qatar.

But the Gulf states are now asking for the “Carter
Doctrine” to be more than a “gentlemen’s agree-
ment”. With one eye on the $100 billion-plus wind-
fall that Iran could receive when sanctions end, they

would like to see a binding in a mutual defense
treaty like that agreed between NATO members.
Such a pact would be difficult to pass through a pro-
Israeli Congress, but in any case it is a non-starter for
the White House, which relies less and less on Gulf
oil, and which sees asymmetric threats and internal
unease at closed political systems as a greater secu-
rity priority.

Since the Arab Spring, President Obama has
pointedly warned that closed Gulf monarchical sys-
tems must reform if they are to survive. With
reduced attendance and hoped for deals on security
and the sale of advanced US weapons like the F-35
stealth fighter in doubt, Obama will have to scram-
ble to salvage the summit. Officials will likely push
for progress on ballistic missile defense, joint military
exercises and cyber and maritime security initiatives,
followed by a likely trip to the region by a team of
US arms sales experts.

Saudi Foreign Minister Adel Al-Jubeir told
reporters on Monday that he expected deeper, for-
malized discussions on speeding up work on an
integrated missile defense system and expediting
transfers of weapons to GCC members. Jubeir said
GCC countries had already received many sophisti-
cated US weapons, but those transfers could be
eased by elevating the status of Gulf countries to
that of “major non-NATO allies” or other measures,
including executive agreements. “When we have
the policy in place, which I think we will ...  then we
can look at the instruments .. to ensure the policy
objectives are going to be met,” he said.

Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and United Arab Emirates are
already upgrading their existing Raytheon Co Patriot
missile defense systems to incorporate new PAC-3
missiles built by Lockheed Martin Corp. UAE is also
buying Lockheed’s longer-range Terminal High
Altitude Area Defense (THAAD) system. Qatar could
wrap up a similar deal worth up to $6.5 billion by ear-
ly next year, and Saudi Arabia may follow suit in com-
ing years, according to sources familiar with the dis-
cussions. Saudi Arabia is also considering a multibil-
lion-dollar project to modernize its eastern naval fleet,
a project that could include new MH-60R helicopters
built by United Technologies Corp and Lockheed, and
smaller ships based on the US Navy’s Littoral Combat
Ship. Initial announcements about the Saudi naval
program could come in late summer, although the
exact timing of foreign arms sales is often hard to pre-
dict, said one of the sources. — Agencies 
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Emergency personnel work at the scene of a deadly train derailment yesterday in Philadelphia. The Amtrak train, headed to New York City, derailed and crashed in Philadelphia on Tuesday night,
killing at least six people and injuring dozens of others. — AP 

MEXICO CITY: In a custody case grip-
ping Mexico, a Texas woman had an
emotional reunion with a teenager
believed to be her daughter after
authorities forcibly sent the wrong girl
to the United States. Dorotea Garcia,
who flew in from Houston on Tuesday,
said she embraced 13-year-old Alondra
in the western state of Michoacan, eight
years after her then husband took her
daughter away. “It was great, the best
chemical response. We couldn’t help but
feel the impulse to run into each other’s
arms,” Garcia told reporters after leaving
a Michoacan court early yesterday.

They met in court in Los Reyes to see
the same judge who erroneously sent
another child to Houston in April, even
though the girl and her real parents
insisted she was making a mistake. DNA
tests later proved it was the wrong
Alondra and she returned to her family
in the central state of Guanajuato after
spending four days in Texas. Garcia had
identified the wrong black-haired girl
because she shared a scar between the
eyebrows with her real daughter.

Seeking to avoid another embarrass-
ing mix-up, Judge Cinthia Elodia
Mercado said a DNA test is being con-
ducted, even though the family and the
girl herself say it was the right Alondra
this time. The mother and girl plan to
travel to Houston together once the
DNA tests confirm her identity. Results
are expected by tomorrow. “There is
nothing definitive yet, but for me, it’s a
temporary triumph, for a few days,”
Garcia said. “But I am sure. My heart is

telling me and God is letting me know,
I’m going home holding my daughter by
the hand.”

‘Missing Mother’s Love’ 
The custody battle began in 2007,

when Alondra’s father brought her to
Mexico from the United States. Garcia
requested help from Mexican authorities
to get her back. The father, Reynaldo
Diaz, brought the girl to her aunt’s house
in Michoacan this week so she could
finally be reunited with her mother. “I’m
sad for everything that has happened,”
Alondra Garcia told the US Spanish-lan-
guage network Univision this week. “I
was happy with my dad. But at the same
time I felt like something was missing. I
was missing my mother’s love,” she said
with tearful eyes, adding that she was
not angry at her father. Dorotea Garcia
said she would withdraw charges
against her ex-husband at their daugh-
ter’s request.

Michoacan prosecutors and the
National Human Rights Commission
have opened separate investigations
into the actions of authorities after the
wrong Alondra was sent to Texas.
Alondra Luna’s family has threatened to
take legal action following their ordeal.
Police had dragged the girl out of her
school and put her in a patrol car in a
video that went viral. “They took me
away from my parents. An injustice was
committed,” Luna, 14, told Excelsior
newspaper’s television channel. “It’s very
hard to forget everything that hap-
pened.” — AFP 

Mexico gripped by custody 
case after identity mix-up

WASHINGTON: US President Barack Obama meets Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Nayef (center) and Deputy Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman in the Oval Office at the
White House yesterday. — AP 


