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KARACHI: Pakistani security personnel escort ambulances carrying the bodies of Shiite Muslims following an attack by gunmen in Karachi yesterday. At least 43 members of Pakistan’s Shiite Ismaili minority were killed when gunmen opened fire on their bus in Karachi. — AFP 

KARACHI: Pistol-wielding gunmen in
Pakistan’s biggest city Karachi yester-
day stormed a bus carrying members
of the Shiite Ismaili minority, killing at
least 43 in the second deadliest mili-
tant attack in the country this year. The
Jundullah militant faction, a splinter of
the Pakistani Taleban, later said it was
responsible for the massacre while
police said they also found leaflets at
the scene claiming the attack on
behalf of the Islamic State group. 

Pakistan has experienced a rising
tide of sectarian violence in recent
years, particularly against Shiites, who
make up around 20 percent of the
country’s predominantly Muslim pop-
ulation of 200 million. “According to
the initial information which we have
received from hospitals, 43 people
have been killed and 13 wounded,”
Ghulam Haider Jamali, police chief of
Sindh province told reporters at the
site in the eastern district of Malir.

“Six terrorists came on three motor-
cycles, they entered the bus and
began firing indiscriminately. They
used 9mm pistols and all those killed
and injured were hit by the 9mm pis-
tols,” he said. Prince Karim Aga Khan,
the spiritual leader of the world Ismaili
community, confirmed the toll in a
statement sent by his office in France.
“This attack represents a senseless act
of violence against a peaceful commu-
nity,” the philanthropist and business
magnate said. The killings were also
condemned by Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif and army chief Raheel Sharif,
while the provincial government
announced a day of mourning
Thursday.

Multiple claims
A spokesman for the Jundullah mil-

itant faction, which has claimed sever-
al major attacks in the past including
one on a church in Peshawar that
killed 81 Christians in 2013, said his
group was responsible for storming
the bus. Speaking over the phone
from an undisclosed location, Ahmed
Marwat said four, not six fighters, had
participated, adding: “Shiites and
Ahmadis are unbelievers,  they are
apostates and deserved death.”  Little
is known about Jundullah, its
strength, or its organizational struc-
ture, but it is believed to be based out
of the country’s tribal areas and parts
of Karachi.

A security official at the scene also
showed AFP a copy of a torn and
blood-stained pamphlet claiming
responsibility on behalf of the Islamic
State group-the second time in as
many months that such material has
been discovered at the scene of an
attack in Karachi. Police handed over
similar leaflets to reporters after the
shooting of US national Debra Lobo, a
member of faculty at the city’s Jinnah
Medical and Dental College, on April
16, but analysts remain doubtful over
their authenticity. The leaflets, seen by
AFP, are plain printed text documents
with no IS emblems or insignia and
there has been no confirmation from
the group’s leadership in the Middle
East that it has carried out any attacks
inside Pakistan.

Anguished relatives
At the city ’s Memon Hospital

Institute, where most of the wounded
were rushed, crying relatives formed a
human chain outside the main build-
ing to keep onlookers away. A sob-
bing middle-aged man said: “I have

come to collect the body of my young
son. He was a student preparing for
his first year exams at college.” The bus
itself, which had been driven after the
attack to the hospital, was blood-
drenched and riddled with bullet
holes. Yesterday’s attack was the sec-
ond deadliest in Pakistan this year
after 62 Shiite Muslims were killed in a
suicide bombing in late January. 

Anti-Shiite attacks have been
increasing in recent years in Karachi
and also in the southwestern city of
Quetta, the northwestern area of
Parachinar, and the far northeastern
town of Gilgit. Around 1,000 Shiites
have been killed in the past two years
in Pakistan, with many of the attacks
claimed by the hardline Sunni group
Lashkar-e-Jhangvi (LeJ) who view
them as heretics. There have also
been concerns about the IS group
tapping support in Pakistan, a country
awash with dozens of militant groups.

Leaflets calling for support of IS
jihadists have been seen over recent
months in parts of northwest Pakistan
and pro-IS slogans have appeared on
walls in several cities. Some disaffect-
ed Pakistani Taleban cadres have also
said they have switched allegiance to
IS, but the true extent of links to the
group’s Middle East operations
remains unclear. Karachi, a sprawling
city of roughly 20 million, has long
had a reputation for high crime rates
as well as ethnic, political and sectari-
an violence. But the violence has fall-
en significantly since 2013 after police
and paramilitary rangers launched a
crackdown that rights activists say has
led to extra-judicial killings of suspect-
ed criminals and militants.— AFP 

Gunmen kill 43 Shiites in Karachi

MANILA: Dozens of people were
feared dead after a fire swept through
a footwear factory in the Philippine
capital Manila yesterday, with rescuers
reporting “piles” of bodies inside.
Sixty-five people were unaccounted
for after the blaze destroyed the fac-
tory in the industrial suburb of
Valenzuela, but firemen and investiga-
tors had yet to establish the death toll,
Rex Gatchalian, the mayor of the dis-
trict said. “I’m hoping against hope
that they’re still alive,” he added. He
had earlier told wailing relatives out-
side the burning flip-flop factory that
none of those caught inside had sur-
vived the fire, although it was not
clear how many may have been
trapped.

The bodies of three people were
pulled out in the afternoon, but fire-
men on the scene later told an AFP
photographer there were “piles of
bodies” on the second floor. “Our peo-
ple discovered skulls on the second
floor,” Bureau of Fire Protection chief

Ariel Barayuga told local GMA televi-
sion in a live interview on the scene.
However, by early evening investiga-
tors have yet to pull them out from
under the collapsed roof and walls of
the building, an AFP reporter on the
scene said. “It’s still hot up there and
there is thick smoke,” Barayuga said.
“Our investigators have to clear the
debris first before we can give an offi-
cial body count.” Fire engines lined the
street outside as night fell, with fire-
men continuing to direct their water
cannons at the blackened building,
which was bathed with beams from
search lights. The reek of foul-smelling
chemicals hung in the air.

‘No one escaped’    
City officials drew up an official list

of potential victims from the accounts
of relatives who said they had yet to
locate family members who were on
duty at the factory at the time the
blaze struck before noon (0400 GMT).
The fire apparently started from a

spark caused by welding at the build-
ing’s main entrance that reached flam-
mable chemicals stored nearby, the
mayor added. A distraught factory
worker Nedy Neverio, 35, joined other
relatives gathered outside, anxiously
awaiting word on her elder sister Nora
Verenzuela, 42, and two nephews.

“Someone told us no one escaped
from the area where she was
assigned” packing flip-flops into bags,
Neverio told AFP.  “My sister’s work-
place was near the chemicals. She was
not able to get out because the
flames had spread,” Neverio added.
Injured survivor Emma Santa Agata
told ABS-CBN television many of her
fellow workers were trapped at their
work stations on the second floor of
the building. “My boss and I were run-
ning out when we were blocked by
fire and smoke,” Santa Agata said.
“There was a sudden explosion and
he got hit on the arm,” said the
woman, whose hair was singed
according to the network.—AFP 

Dozens feared dead in Philippines factory fire


