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Housing officials’
contracts terminated

KUWAIT: Minister of State for Housing Affairs Yasser
Abul recently terminated the contracts of 81 senior offi-
cials at the Public Authority for Housing Welfare
(PAHW). They include 20 directors, advisors and engi-
neering supervisors. Abul stopped special financial
incentives that officials were receiving, since they were
hired under special contracts, said informed sources.
The incentive were paid on monthly basis and started
at KD 1,000 each, in addition to their salaries. In total,
this situation costs the state budget KD 250,000
monthly and around KD 3 million a year, the sources
explained. —Al-Jarida

Islamic studies’ curricula

KUWAIT: Minister of Education and Higher
Education Dr Bader Al-Essa announced the start of
reviewing all curricula, including Islamic education
to tackle extremism and destruction of social val-
ues. In an answer to a question by MP Humoud Al-
Hamdan, Essa said the ministry ’s educational
research, curricula and technical guidance sector
began ‘purifying’ the Islamic education subjects in
all educational stages. He said the focus will be on
instilling centrism, loyalty, peaceful living and
human rights. —Al-Qabas

‘Fintas Group’ 
members questioned

KUWAIT: The Interior Ministry referred members of the
‘Fintas Group’ to the public prosecution after its prelimi-
nary investigations were completed. The seven mem-
bers, which include lawyers and ruling family members,
were referred on charges related to state security
including undermining public order, encroaching on
authorities of His Highness the Amir, insulting the Amir,
inciting internal stability disturbance, spreading rumors,
interfering in the judiciary and insulting some judges,
sources said. The case began when a lawyer was arrest-
ed participating in an unlicensed demonstration in
March, the sources said. A large number of information
was discovered during his questioning, including infor-
mation stored in his phones related to the group, its
activities and members. The public prosecution will
start questioning the suspects over the charges and
expects the number of those involved to increase, after
other aspects are revealed, the sources said. They
expect details of other cases, most importantly the
“Fintas tapes,” its goals, how they were prepared, and
their succeeding alternative steps, in case the fake tapes
fail to achieve its intended goals. —Al-Rai
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Isaw a video through social media that showed fans
of Al-Qadisiya club singing and shouting, “we smell
onions” and repeating “who likes onions” with the

intention of irritate Al-Arabi club fans. Dueling football
chants between Al-Arabi and Al-Qadisiya fans is his-
toric, because the two clubs are the largest and most
prestigious sports clubs in Kuwait, and because their
‘football differences’ is normal. But support, for any of
the clubs, should be objective and should not go too
far as to throw insults based on ethnic or religious ori-
gins.

It seems the Arabs’ regional problems with Iran,
especially after the regretful events in Yemen, started
to show heinous sectarian trends from the political
Islam groups with their partisan Sunni and Shiite
organizations. These trends are practiced by those
who do not have a patriotic sense, so they started
including meaningless political dimensions in football
chants, especially that those saying them are young
Kuwaiti youths.

I belong to a family with dual football loyalty. Al-
Qanaat neighborhood, now known as Al-Shuwaikh is
in the middle of the city, while we are among the
founders of Al-Arabi club. Former player Abdelrahman
Al-Doulah was among the founders of the club, and
was a member of the board of directors for a long
time. His maternal uncle, the late Saud Al-Yousuf Al-
Mutawa, was one of the founders and fan of Kuwait
sports club, and remained as such until his death.
Now, because of the fame of Al-Qadisiya club player
Bader Al-Mutawaa, the family youth are now fans of
Al-Qadisiya, though the elderly are still committed to
being loyal to Al-Arabi.

What I am trying to say simply is that dual loyalty in
football is normal and not strange. It is the same rea-
son why some youths from Sharq and Kuwait Shiites
support other clubs, and some Sunnis are still avid Al-
Arabi supporters.

Personally, I support every good team, but I lean
towards Real Madrid, while my sons support
Barcelona; and this is something I consider ordinary
and normal.

The abnormal thing is to inject politics or to move
around it in sports. The talk about onions and onion
lovers refers to residents of Sharq, and because the
Iranian people love onions like the rest of the nations
who know its importance and health benefits.
Iranians who immigrated to work in Kuwait had their
meal consisting of bread, onions and yogurt, a cheap
and healthy meal - fitting for simple and hard working
people.

I am a lover of white, green and Indian onions due
to its many benefits, and there is no relation to loving
onions with supporting Al-Arabi club. I reject all cheap
and heinous attempts to link Al-Arabi supporters, be
them Shiite or Sunni, with Iran. The people of Sharq,
Sunni and Shiite, are loyal citizens to their country and
its political leadership. Some politicians in my country,
Sunni and Shiite, are using religion and sectarian affili-
ations to make political gains and reach the national
assembly.

There is no shame in eating onions and diced fish
to us Al-Arabi supporters, because onions made Al-
Arabi players strong to compete for the top prize
regardless of the nature of provocation some fans
stir up. 

—Translated by Kuwait Times

‘We like onions’

Al-Watan

By Dr Shamlan Al-Essa
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Uninspected container

disappears at Shuwaikh Port 

KUWAIT: A 40 foot container left Shuwaikh Port without
inspection although authorities suspected the content and
had information about it before it arrived to the port. The
container arrived on May 4 from a Gulf country, reportedly
loaded with ceramics. A company came forward to start the
clearance procedures, and the company representative wait-
ed until it was the container’s turn for inspection. But when
the name of the driver was announced to come to the ramp
he did not respond, and there was no truck or container to
be found.  Inspectors were baffled as they did not know how
the container disappeared. Inspectors asked the company’s
representative about the container, he said “I do not know. I
presented the papers for clearance and I do not know where
the driver went or how he disappeared with it.” The repre-
sentative gave authorities the phone number of the driver
but no one answered. Upon further investigation, they
found that the driver left the country to Egypt on May 5.
Field investigations showed that the truck along with the
container left through an opening in the wire fence of the
port without being cleared. The source said when the case
papers were sent to the prosecution, the representative was
released after refusing to register a case because there was
no container. The representative said that his company
received a call from a central prison inmate asking to clear
the container that arrived from Dubai and told them it was
loaded with ceramics. Investigations are ongoing.

Drugs smuggling bid foiled

Airport customs officers arrested an Indian man with
two kilogram marijuana. The drug was found inside his
luggage. He was sent to concerned authorities.
Meanwhile, Jahra police arrested two Asians with 120
liquor bottles, they said they were selling in Abdali and
Qashaniya farms.

Wanted man arrested

Capital patrols arrested an Iranian man wanted to
serve a 10-year jail sentence on drugs charges. The
arrest was made in front of Sabah hospital. He was
sent to central prison.

Prostitutes caught

Three Chinese women and their madam were arrested
in Salmiya for carrying out prostitution activities. The
three used to walk streets in Salmiya in skimpy clothes,
hunting for clients, then take them to a flat where they
carried out their activities, according to investigations.
The women were charging KD 50 per session, while if
someone wanted a massage, the madam handles him
for KD 40. Detectives raided the flat and arrested the
women.

Twitter account accused

A citizen who works for the Interior Ministry filed a com-
plaint against a Twitter account user, accusing the uniden-
tified person of posting insults against the companions of
the Prophet (PBUH). A security source said the case was
referred to the detectives in the ‘online’ crimes division.

A
l-Jarida

The government finally took the side of lawmak-
ers who were negatively affected by the truthful-
ness of the Kuwait Transparency Society (which

boldly and openly exposed corruption), and ordered
dissolving its board of directors. The government also
appointed another board for a temporary period; dur-
ing which time cards could be reshuffled and
rearranged so that the ‘Kuwaiti Democracy’ can beget
another ‘freak’ as the government has always done,
similar to the case when it re-divided the electoral
constituencies in the 1980s.

To justify dismissing the Society’s board, the gov-
ernment used the same old and strange charges of
‘interference in politics’ and ‘defaming Kuwait’s image
abroad’, as if this ‘abroad’ group the government uses
as an excuse comprises of deaf and blind people who
neither see nor hear about the State’s corruption
except through the Kuwait Transparency Society’s
eyes! 

The government went along with its parliament
and used the lie of ‘defaming Kuwait’s image abroad’
as an excuse to knock down an active NGO that has
never favored nor ‘buttered’ interest-focused groups
within the parliament - those who ran to the govern-
ment complaining of the society’s bluntness and
impoliteness to their tasks, while they themselves turn
a blind eye to the widespread corruption within the
whole state. 

It is not the Kuwait Transparency Society’s job to

improve and beautify Kuwait’s image abroad; that is,
in fact, one of the jobs of the information and foreign
ministries. It is not the duty of NGOs, which are being
slowly slaughtered by the government.

The government’s only excuse in dissolving the
Kuwait Transparency Society is that the society violat-
ed the NGOs’ Law and its interference in politics,
though the Society defined ‘corruption’ in its Article 2
as “The abuse of powers by individuals in the public
and private sectors with the aim of achieving personal
gains.” So, if we assume that putting this article into
practice would be considered as ‘interference in poli-
tics,’ what else can the Society talk about? And why
was its establishment approved in the first place if the
excuse of interfering in politics was a red flag for it or
any other NGO?

If the government and its supporters wish to only
have nominal boards like the current parliament, it
should have dissolved all other NGOs, subjected them
to state official bodies and appointed their members
from those ‘dearest and nearest.’

All the government needs to do is practice frankness
with most, if not all NGOs, and declare them subject to it,
because they already are. They are funded by the govern-
ment, act under its umbrella and never disobey it. These
NGOs are desperate and attempt to beautify the ugliness
of the government’s authoritarian face, so there is no
need, once they no longer exist, to perform any funeral or
memorial services.  — Translated by Kuwait Times

Decorative NGOs

Al-Jarida

By Hassan Al-Essa

As we explained in an earlier column, there is
no major problem when the government dis-
solves the board of an NGO - maybe the deci-

sion is necessary and is a mere appeasement of the
government - and it may be right. But for the gov-
ernment to dissolve an elected society’s board,
which is like or maybe better than the National
Assembly, then one cannot but see a violation and
unjustified maliciousness.

The society’s board that was dissolved by the gov-
ernment was legally elected by members of the gen-
eral assembly, so members of the general assembly
and members of the society alone have the right to
hold the board members to account and issue rul-
ings towards them.

Human societies develop and advance because
there are multiple opinions and various dreams -
they compete and fight in a free democratic atmos-
phere, where the people choose whom they want,
and this is what we used to do in parliamentary elec-
tions in previous years and decades. People used to
choose the worst, with regret, and the bad choice
was not due to ignorance, or not only because of
ignorance, but because of the government’s social
keenness to restrict and neutralize people’s will, and
keep this will captive to primitiveness, total agree-
ment and humble government capabilities.

People used to elect “blindly” because of the
absence of democratic institutions and the domi-
nance of traditional establishments over awareness
and information in the society. Traditional society
establishments and structures were ruling, deciding
and nominating candidates. Control was by the
tribe, family, mosque, diwaniya and other traditional
establishments, under the total absence of a free
media and private establishments or organizations,
be it parties or active NGOs that are the bases and
pillars of democratic fights and differences.

In marketing, we have commercials that present
products and convince people, and without these
commercials, the consumer will be forced to contin-
ue choosing what he is used to and what his fathers
and grandfathers chose, which may or may not be
suitable for him and meet the current society’s
needs. This is, to a certain extent, the role of civil
societies in the democratic society - to help create
public opinion and place facts in front of the citi-
zen. Our government has developed with regret, as
after it suppressed and restricted civil establish-
ments, it now runs them directly and decides for
them. —Translated by Kuwait Times

Controlling the

public opinion

Al-Qabas

By Abdellatif Al-Duaij
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Drunk pair arrested

An Iraqi man and a citizen were arrested for driving while
intoxicated, damaging other people’s property and causing
a traffic accident. Police found an imported liquor bottle.

KUWAIT: The Fitness and
Rehabilitation Center at Dasman
Diabetes Institute, which was estab-
lished by Kuwait Foundation for the
Advancement of Sciences, has com-
pleted the comprehensive educational
program under the slogan ‘Be Dasmani’
on the 11th of April 2015. This program
was designed with the purpose of edu-
cating type 2 diabetic patients about
the importance of leading a healthy
lifestyle in order to manage diabetes
and prevent its complications. 

Participants in this program
undergo a comprehensive assess-
ment that includes a full clinical
examination as well as blood and
urine tests, electrocardiogram, body
composition testing, and fitness
assessment. The participants also
receive nutritional counseling with
the dietician who assess their
dietary programs individually and
provides them with healthy eating
guidelines. A diabetes educator
assesses their knowledge about dia-
betes and ability to manage their
condition effectively, and provides
advice tailored to the needs of each
participant.

Furthermore, The Fitness Center
ensures that every participant
receives individual fitness consulta-
tions with the exercise specialists in
order to understand their individual
goals, needs, and physical limita-
tions. The exercise specialist then
uses the information gathered to

design a safe and effective exercise
program for each participant. 

Be Dasmani Program participants
attend lectures that aim to raise
awareness about diabetes, its acute
and chronic complications, blood
glucose monitoring, healthy eating,
and exercise. In addition, the pro-
gram includes daily group exercise
classes and workshops in which the
participants learn the basic princi-
ples of exercising safely.

The program was delivered from
7th to 11th of April 2015 and all par-
ticipants were granted full access to
the FRC facilities for a month. ‘Be
Dasmani’ was coordinated and
spearheaded by the Fitness Center at
Dasman Diabetes Institute in collab-

oration with the nutrition depart-
ment and the Education and
Training Department. All individual
and group sessions were delivered
by a highly skilled cadre of health
care professionals, nurses, dieticians,
and exercise specialists. 

The Fitness Center at Dasman
Diabetes Institute urges people with
Type 2 diabetes to capitalize on this
great opportunity and exceptional
service for the betterment of their
health and wellbeing. To find out
more information about the pro-
gram all are welcome to visit the
Fitness and Rehabilitation Center in
Dasman Diabetes Institute - the
fourth floor or contact us on 2224
2989. 

‘Be Dasmani’ runs successfully

at Dasman Diabetes Institute

KUWAIT: Director of General Services at the Applied
Education and Training Authority Eng Mohammad Al-Yaseen
denied any delay in paying salaries of laborers, saying that the
department makes sure that at the start of each month that
the laborers’ previous month salaries are paid for through offi-
cial and sealed lists by the banks. 

He said PAAET, in coordination with the Ministry of Social
Affairs and Labor, pays the workers’ salaries, and in case compa-

nies do not, through liquidation of violating companies’
deposits. Each company that signs a contract with the PAAET
must deposit an amount of money that PAAET can use as an
insurance in the future. Yaseen said the PAAET has lists of salary
transfers for all previous months, and is keen not to violate the
right of any worker for humanitarian reasons and to safeguard
Kuwait’s reputation abroad as a country that respects its inter-
national commitments towards laborers. —Al-Qabas

PAAET denies delay in laborers’ pay


