
L O C A L
THURSDAY, MAY 14, 2015

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: A large number of MPs appear
determined to prevent the debate of a
grilling filed by Shiite MP Abdulhameed
Dashti against Foreign Minister Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Sabah over Kuwait’s
participation in the Saudi-led air cam-
paign against Shiite Houthi militias in
Yemen.

A meeting of at least 12 MPs was
reportedly held at MP Sultan Al-
Shemmari residence at which they
decided to do whatever necessary under
the constitution to prevent the grilling
from being debated. Although a grilling
is an undisputed right or lawmakers, the
national assembly can reject a grilling
suspected of violating principles of the
constitution. A precedence happened
last year when the assembly rejected
parts of a grilling against the prime min-
ister filed by three lawmakers who later
quit their seats in protest.

The assembly can object to all or
portions of the grilling or it can send it
to its legal committee to study whether
it is in line with the constitution or not.
It can also send the grilling to the con-
stitutional court to rule if it does not vio-
late the constitution or Kuwaiti laws.

According to sources, as many as 39
lawmakers are expected to oppose the
grilling which many have described as
sectarian in nature and could negatively
impact national unity especially in the
wake of sectarian wars raging in the
region. Dashti’s grilling is listed on the
agenda of the May 19 session. He
claimed that the foreign minister is
responsible for Kuwait’s decision to take
part in the war against Yemen’s Shiite

militias. He also charged that the minis-
ter was pushing for the ratification of
the Gulf security pact which he alleges it
breaches the Kuwaiti constitution.

KPC reshuffle
In another development, the liberal

National Democratic Alliance and liberal
MP Faisal Al-Shaye yesterday criticized
the reported reshuffle in the manage-
ments of Kuwait Petroleum Corporation

(KPC) and a number of its affiliates.
Reports said that Oil Minister Ali Al-
Omair had secured the green light for
major changes at KPC that are expected
to include almost all the board mem-
bers except CEO Nezar Al-Adasani. The
changes also reportedly included top
executives of several state-run oil com-
panies. Omair has been trying to make
the changes almost immediately after
he was appointed in the post over a
year ago and reportedly encountered
stiff resistance.

Following the reports about the
changes, which have not yet been

announced officially, social media out-
lets reported that Adasani had submit-
ted his resignation in protest. But KPC
spokes Sheikh Talal Al-Sabah denied in a
statement that Adasani or any other oil
executive has resigned.

MP Shaye said the decision of the
council of ministers to reshuffle the KPC
board should not be rushed and should
be reconsidered in fear of having a neg-
ative impact on the country’s vital sec-
tor and main source of income.

Unwanted results
The lawmaker said that the changes

could lead to unwanted results and may
trigger resignations thus complicating
the situation at the oil sector. Shaye
appealed to the council of ministers not
to rush any decisions and also called on
the oil executives who intend to resign
to rethink their decisions.

Secretary General of the NDA Bashar
Al-Sayegh warned in a statement
against infighting in the sensitive oil
sector, especially between the oil minis-
ter and oil executives.  He called for
warding off the oil sector against exter-
nal interference and pressure and for
preserving its interests.

Sayegh said the dispute between the
oil minister and oil executives has
reached a new dangerous level after the
minister used his political influence in
the cabinet to change the KPC board
members without the knowledge of
Adasani or consulting with him. He
charged that the planned changes
appear to be punitive in nature because
the KPC board has strongly resisted
appointments by the minister for elec-
tion purposes.
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DOHA: Kuwaiti Minister of Oil
and Minister of State for National
Assembly Affairs Ali Al-Omair
announced yesterday the clo-
sure of the Wafra oil field located
in the neutral  zone between
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia was
due to maintenance.

Oil production in the field will
be decided after two weeks of
maintenance, Minister Omair
added in remarks to KUNA. He
stressed on Kuwait’s keenness
on continuing the exploration
and drilling for oil, using the lat-
est available technologies, to
achieve Kuwait  Petroleum
Corporation’s (KPC) strategy of
reaching a total production of
four million barrels per day.

Kuwait has always worked for
further gas explorations, he said,
alluding to new exploration that
would eventually boost the out-
put, noting that Kuwait currently
buys large amounts of gas. The
suitable oil prices are those that
satisfy all parties, including the
exporting and importing coun-
tries, he affirmed.

Omair stressed on Kuwait ’s
commitment to cooperate with
its partners in the Organization
of Petroleum Expor ting
Countries (OPEC), in coordina-
tion with oil producing countries
to fulfill stability in the oil mar-
kets and avoid undesired fluctu-
ations in prices.

Kuwait always works to reach
optimal exploitation of the oil
wealth, seeks to rationalize con-
sumption of its resources, con-
tinually develops oil facilities as
oil production is the backbone
the country’s economy, he said.

Kuwait has set strategic plans to
expand its oil production and
refining capacity, to best serve
the growing oi l  markets’

demands, he said. The country is
also voluntarily contributing to
the international  effor ts  to
decrease heat emission gases,
the minister added.

Oil market
Earlier, Omair said that Kuwait

work in coordination with the
OPEC member states and non-
OPEC oil producers to stabilize
the oi l  market and stop the
sharp fluctuations of oil prices.
“Kuwait acts in cooperation with
OPEC partners and in coordina-
tion with non-OPEC producers to
stabilize the global oil market
and put the brakes on prices
fluctuation,” Omair, also Minister
of State for National Assembly
Affairs, said in his speech in the
second day of the 15th Doha
Forum Enriching the Middle
East ’s  Economic Future
Conference.

The minister underlined the

importance of reaching a rea-
sonable oi l  price levels  for
Kuwait and the whole world. “Oil
is the backbone of the national
economy, so we (in Kuwait) are
striving to maintain and develop
oil resources as well as to opti-
mize and rationalize its use to
boost oil revenues and national
income,” he said.

Moreover, he added that rea-
sonable prices encourage oil
producers to pour more invest-
ments in the energy sector to
help keep the smooth flow of
supplies and meet world
demands. He stated that Kuwait
has drawn up plans and strate-
gies to increase oil production
and refining capacity to help
meet the growing demand for
clean fuel on global markets.

“We are also working on the
development of  eco-fr iendly
projects to str ike a balance
between the requirements of
sustainable development and
environment safety,” he said.
“Kuwait  also voluntar y con-
tributes to international efforts
to reduce greenhouse gas emis-
sions.”

The minister expected that
oil will remain the major source
of energy, essential catalyst for
the  g lobal  economy and an
impor tant element for world
energy security. He went on to
say that the steadily consump-
t ion r ise  requires  a  surge in
investments to raise produc-
tion. But it also necessitates the
adoption of effective policies to
boost sustainabil ity through
rationalizing consumption, he
underlined. —KUNA

Mina Abdullah refinery units
in maintenance till June 8

KUWAIT: Kuwait started planned main-
tenance in mid-April for different units
at its 270,000 barrel-per-day (bpd) Mina
Abdullah refinery that will end on June
8, a Kuwaiti oil official said yesterday.
The refinery will also undergo a second
round of maintenance for 45 days start-
ing March 1 next year, Hamoud Al-
Rasheed, head of planning at the refin-
ery said in a news conference.

The units in maintenance in April

and May are desulfurization 2, hydro-
gen production 3, vacuum distillation 1,
hydrogen processing unit for diesel and
naphtha, and cooker unit 1. Kuwait also
plans a total shutdown of Mina
Abdullah in November 2016 for two
weeks, Fayez Al-Khazam, the refinery’s
maintenance coordinator, said at the
same conference.

The total shutdown is part of an
upgrade project called the Clean Fuels

Project, to expand and modernize
Kuwait’s refineries with a focus on pro-
ducing high-grade products such as
diesel fuel and kerosene for exports.
Under the project, which will be com-
pleted between 2018 and 2022, Mina
Abdullah’s capacity will rise to 454,000
bpd from 270,000 bpd currently. OPEC
member Kuwait has three refineries
with a combined capacity of 930,000
bpd. —Reuters
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