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WASHINGTON: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets GCC Secretary
General Abdullatif Al-Zayani. —  Amiri Diwan and KUNA photos

First Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah and foreign ministry officials are pictured
with Kuwait’s Ambassador to the US Sheikh Salem Abdullah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and embassy staff.

WASHINGTON: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received Oman’s Deputy Prime
Minister for Cabinet Affairs Fahad bin Mahmoud Al-Saeed at
his Washington residence.

First Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh
Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Interior Sheikh Mohammad Al-Khaled Al-Hamad
Al-Sabah and Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defense
Sheikh Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah and members of HH the
Amir’s accompanying delegation attended the meeting. 

Meanwhile, Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled held talks with
his counterparts from other Gulf Cooperation Council’s
(GCC ) states in preparation for  the US- GCC Summit
scheduled at Camp David today. Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled
headed the Kuwaiti delegation that included Director of
GCC Affairs Department at the ministry Ambassador
Nasser Al-Muzayen, Deputy Director of the minister ’s
bureau Ambassador Saleh Al-Loughani and other senior
officials. 

S h e i k h  S a b a h  A l - K h a l e d  a l s o  m e t  K u w a i t ’s

Ambassador to the US Sheikh Salem Abdullah Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah on Tuesday to discuss the upcoming summit.
T h e  d e p u t y  p re m i e r  a n d  fo re i g n  m i n i s t e r  a t  t h e
encounter, held on the fringes of HH the Amir’s US visit
to attend the talks at Camp David, briefed embassy staff
on the preparations being made ahead of the summit.

He also briefed the mission members on Kuwait’s for-
eign policy and developments on the regional and inter-
national spectrums, and hailed them on their role while
urging them to do more in support of bilateral relations.

Meanwhile, Foreign Ministry Undersecretary Khaled
Al-Jarallah, who had attended the meeting, highlighted
the role of the diplomats in building bridges of coopera-
tion between Kuwait and friendly countries, particularly
the United States.

O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d,  A m b a s s a d o r  S h e i k h  S a l e m
expressed appreciation and gratitude for HH the Amir’s
support of the embassy’s diplomats, and hailed the first
deputy premier and foreign minister ’s  plans for the
upcoming talks. — KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown
Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
received at Bayan Palace yesterday HH the Prime
Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.
He also received Kuwait’s Ambassador to the Islamic
Republic of Iran Majdi Al-Thifeeri, and Director

General and Chairman of Kuwait News Agency
(KUNA) Sheikh Mubarak Duaij Al-Ibrahim Al-Sabah.
Meanwhile, HH the Prime Minister received honorary
chairman of the Kuwait Society of Engineers MP Adel
Al-Kharafi, who was accompanied by chairman and
members of the Society’s new board. — KUNA

Amir receives Omani Deputy PM for Cabinet Affairs

KUWAIT: His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah meets Kuwait’s Ambassador to Iran Majdi Al-Thifeeri. — KUNA 

Crown Prince, Prime
Minister receive officials

ISLAMABAD: Pakistani officials reaffirmed commitment to defending
the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) member states, Kuwaiti National
Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem said yesterday.

“The Pakistani premier and all parliamentarians and officials have
affirmed to us that Pakistan is ready to contribute to supporting the GCC
countries, especially Saudi Arabia, by all means, and fully commits itself
to defending any GCC country in case of danger,” Ghanem said.

Ghanem indicated that his talks with Pakistani Prime Minister
Muhammad Nawaz Sharif and other officials were “fruitful, constructive
and candid”. He added that he had discussed with them a recent contro-
versial vote by the Pakistani National Assembly against Pakistan’s
involvement in the Saudi-led Operation Decisive Storm in Yemen.

Misrepresented
“The Pakistani Parliament’s decision was misrepresented in a way

that gave an impression that the parliament was against (Pakistan’s) par-
ticipation in Operation Decisive Storm in Yemen,” Ghanem said. “But, in
fact, Pakistani officials have clarified to us the content of the decision, a
copy of which was delivered to us,” he added.

The Kuwaiti speaker noted that Pakistan already has a military pres-
ence in Saudi Arabia for training and support purposes. In this context,
he noted that over 1,500 retired Pakistani military personnel would trav-
el to Kuwait, citing this as a sign of growing cooperation in all sectors.
He noted that he had also discussed with Pakistani officials closer coop-
eration in the health field as many Pakistani doctors are working in
Kuwait.

Strengthening ties
Sharif meanwhile said that Pakistan wishes to strengthen bilateral

ties with Kuwait and increase cooperation in all fields. During the meet-
ing, the premier recalled the visit of His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah to Pakistan, which served
to further strengthen relations between the two countries.

The Prime Minister said democratic institutions are gaining roots in
the country and the government is taking important decisions in con-
sultation with all stakeholders. He said that due to the policies of the
government, key economic indicators have become positive, though
the country still faces huge challenges like energy and terrorism.

He added that tangible steps are being taken to meet these chal-
lenges effectively in the shortest possible time. Sharif also invited
Kuwaiti investment in Pakistan especially in the field of energy. The
Prime Minister also conveyed his greetings to the HH Amir of Kuwait
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, HH the Crown Prince and HH
the Prime Minister of Kuwait.

Meanwhile, Pakistani parliamentarians vowed to enhance coopera-
tion between the parliaments of Kuwait and Pakistan during Ghanem’s
visit. The convener of Pakistan’s parliamentary friendship, Sahibzada
Muhammad Nazeer Sultan described Ghanem’s visit to Pakistan as “suc-
cessful”. He said that Kuwait and Pakistan have agreed to further
enhance their ties during the visit. Sahibzada said that the current visit
of Kuwaiti parliamentarians would further help to cement ties among
Muslim nations.

Hamid-ul-Haq Khalil, another member of Pakistan’s parliamentary
friendship group, said: “Kuwait is a brother Muslim country and it is very
important for Pakistan and Kuwait to enhance cooperation in diverse
fields to create unity among the Muslim nation.”

Asian parliament
Ghanem also met Pakistani President Mamnoon Hussain, and dis-

cussed means of bolstering bilateral ties in all fields, especially economy
and trade. Ghanim conveyed greetings by HH the Amir to Hussain and the
Pakistani people, wishing the country more prosperity and progress. The
meeting also discussed regional and international developments, and
stressed keenness on supporting issues of common concern for the two
countries. Meanwhile, Ghanem met Chairman of the Senate of Pakistan
Raza Rabbani, and they discussed enhancing parliamentary cooperation
and exchange of legislative expertise. Ghanem reiterated support to a pro-
posal by the Senate of Pakistan to establish an Asian parliament to be
based in Islamabad. He hoped the proposed continental body would help
fulfill Asian peoples’ expectations for closer and stronger ties.

Ghanim and Rabbani also discussed activating the role of parliamen-
tary friendship committees and bolstering bilateral cooperation on the
world arena. They also addressed regional and international developments
and other issues of common concern. 

During his stay in Pakistan, the Kuwaiti National Assembly Speaker has
met Kuwaiti military students at Pakistani military academies. He also met
Speaker of Pakistan’s National Assembly Sardar Ayyaz Sadiq and Adviser to
Prime Minister on National Security and Foreign Afairs Sartaj Aziz. 

Ghanem, accompanied by a parliamentary delegation, arrived in
Islamabad earlier Monday on a six-day Asian tour which will also take him
to South Korea. His visit to Islamabad comes at the invitation of the
Pakistani parliament speaker. — KUNA

Pakistan reiterates commitment
to defending GCC states: Ghanem

Pakistan seeks closer ties with Kuwait: Sharif

ISLAMABAD: Kuwaiti National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-
Ghanem and Pakistani Prime Minister Muhammad Nawaz Sharif are
pictured during their meeting in Islamabad yesterday. — KUNA

WASHINGTON: A leading business official in Kuwait is
urging American investors to bring their plans and ideas
to his country, in an effort to strengthen and expand pri-
vate sector beyond the industries of oil and gas, and
defense.

Sheikh Meshaal Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, Director
General of the Kuwait Direct Investment Promotion
Authority (KDIPA), has partnered with the US embassy in
Kuwait to promote business and investment opportuni-
ties to US companies, large and small, insisting that it
was not the cash that matters - but the technologies and
innovation that can be infused into the small Gulf
nation.

Promising framework
In remarks to the National US-Arab Chamber of

Commerce Tuesday, Sheikh Meshaal touted Kuwait’s new
“promising legal framework” passed in 2013 - known as
Law No 116 - and said the government is “improving trans-
parency” for potential investors, as well as providing a low
corporate tax rate set at 15 percent, and competitive fac-
tor costs in a country with a high income per capita - a fig-
ure the World Bank puts at $52,197 for 2013.

He further highlighted the new “one-stop shop” for
business registration - an effort that aims to cut through
tremendous bureaucratic red tape, which plagues much
of the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region. “The
government and parliament have been working very hard
to remove all the hurdles and obstacles that used to face
investors, whether they are local or foreign, because they
believe the private sector is the one that should lead the
Kuwait economy,” Sheikh Meshaal said.

Diversifying economy
“Now we can see the fruits of it. I think we are (moving)

in the right direction, we got a lot of positive feedback
from US investors and I can sense the difference with all
these measures we are taking,” he added.

“Kuwait is diversifying its economy to reduce its
dependence and create a new form of income. This is why
(the government) introduced a lot of positive measures
and passed and updated a lot of economic laws that affect
the business environment. It allows investors that can help
us bring technologies, innovations, and create job oppor-
tunities for the Kuwaitis,” he explained.

Typically a Kuwaiti citizen must own 51 percent of a for-
eign company operating in the country, but KDIPA “has an
exemption from (that) companies law,” Sheikh Meshaal
said, and investors “can benefit from this incentive.” KDIPA,
however, is just “one of the many options” foreign investors
have to enter the Kuwaiti market, he noted.

Economic partner
US Ambassador to Kuwait Douglas Silliman accompa-

nied Sheikh Meshaal on his promotional tour with stops in
Houston, Texas, and New York City prior to arriving in the
nation’s capital, and stressed in his remarks that Kuwait’s
development plan for the year 2035 brings with it many
business opportunities for American companies.

Silliman called Kuwait “a very quiet economic partner”
that does not make headlines, although it is the fifth
largest market for the US in the MENA region. “I’m seeing
personally a large number of young Kuwaitis, many of
whom are educated in the United States, who are coming
back and trying to be successful at business,” he later told
KUNA. “On Instagram, I see a lot of Kuwaiti startup acceler-
ators. I hear from other Kuwaitis that these are new phe-
nomena. These are things that didn’t exist five years ago,”
he continued.

“Sheikh Meshaal and I, we talked and said we’ve got to
come to the United States, to begin the process of educating
American businesses on this change in Kuwait,” Silliman said.
“And KDIPA, the US embassy, the small and medium sized
enterprises (SME) organization will be there to help, through
whatever process of bureaucracy still exists.” As the private
sector grows, Kuwaitis will look at the economy differently,
he said, marking a “paradigm shift” in the culture at large.

Cutting edge
Law No 116 “will provide more opportunities for Kuwaiti

companies and Kuwaitis in a broad range (of sectors): edu-
cation, healthcare, infrastructure projects, and will help the
Kuwaiti economy’s production of oil and gas through serv-
ice contracts because it will make it easier for companies
with the most cutting edge technology and the greatest
experience in mapping wells and increasing production
from different wells to actually be present in - and do busi-
ness - in Kuwait,” Silliman affirmed.

But Kuwait needs more than just a welcoming legal cli-
mate to draw investors and Sheikh Meshaal pointed to the
country’s skilled youth as a motivating factor. “Kuwaiti
youth (are some) of the most well-educated in the region
(and are) eager to work,” and KDIPA wants to “cater to their
specialties,” he said.

Women’s role
As for the increasing role of women in the business

world, Sheikh Meshaal stressed that “Kuwait’s gender
equality (is) very high compared to the region.” He added:
“We have women in parliament, women in the cabinet,
very strong CEOs (who are) women, we have women
ambassadors all over the world. I think women in Kuwait
are very influential and play a big role in shaping Kuwait’s
future.”

The US embassy’s Senior Commercial Officer, Dao M Le,
described the investment opportunity for Americans as “a
no-brainer,” citing the history and friendship between
Kuwait and the United States. “(KDIPA will) give you 100
percent access without a local partner,” he affirmed. “You
want to do business with your friends.” — KUNA

Kuwait business environment ‘promising’ for foreign investors

WASHINGTON: KDIPA Director General Sheikh Meshaal Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah speaks at an event hosted by the National
US-Arab Chamber of Commerce. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Ooredoo Kuwait, a member of the international
Ooredoo Group, continues to offer its customers the best
exclusive discounts with its unique Nojoom rewards pro-
gram. Accessible to all Ooredoo customers, the program
offers members free upgrades, vouchers and discounts
from a variety of partners, ranging from service providers,
retailers and hotels, and airline companies. 

Nojoom boasts a variety of partners that include:
Xcite, Ikea, Oula Petrol Stations, Sama Dental Centre,
Landmark Group, and Alshaya Company. Ooredoo’s care-
fully-selected partners offer services that complement
the lives of members, adding value and luxury to their
everyday routine. 

All prepaid and post-paid Ooredoo customers can
become a member of Nojoom for free by sending R to
129. Nojoom members can also check their Nojoom
points by dialing *5##. Nojoom offers customers a
chance to enjoy more value and a variety of exciting
experiences along with their mobile and internet con-
nection. Members can view the terms and conditions for

exchanging Nojoom points with any of Nojoom’s part-
ners on the website www.ooredoo.com.kw/nojoom.

Ooredoo has recently partnered with Qatar Airways,
allowing Nojoom members to redeem 1 mile on Qatar
Airways for every 5 Nojoom points. Members can also
use their points to upgrade to business or first class on
any of the 125 destinations that Qatar Airways flies to
worldwide. Ooredoo has also partnered with Tamdeen
Entertainment, offering clients vouchers in exchange of
their Nojoom points to be used in Kuwait’s biggest family
entertainment centre to enjoy throughout the summer.
Tamdeen Entertainment’s centre includes The Bowl
Room, Infunity, and Freeze Club, and is located in 360
Mall.

Ooredoo’s top-notch Platinum Tier gives customers
access to an exclusive 24/7 call centre that assists mem-
bers with everyday errands, reminders, special occasions
or booking airline tickets and hotel accommodation.
Additionally, Platinum Tier members receive access to
several lounges in airports around the world.

Ooredoo offers exclusive
discounts with Nojoom


