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LS Gulf leaders gather
to push Obama on Iran
US president meets Saudi princes • Arms sales may be expedited

WASHINGTON: US President Barack Obama hailed
America’s “extraordinary friendship” with Saudi Arabia as
he hosted Gulf leaders for a summit yesterday. Describing
“an extraordinary friendship and relationship that dates
back to Franklin Roosevelt and King Faisal,” in the 1940s,
Obama heaped praise on two powerful Saudi princes in
the Oval Office. “We are continuing to build that relation-
ship during a very challenging time,” Obama said, a nod to
conflagrations in Yemen, Syria and Iraq that have rever-
berated across the Middle East.

Obama praised guests Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Nayef and Deputy Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman,
for their work on counterterrorism, which the US presi-
dent described as “absolutely critical” to the United States.
But conspicuous in his absence at the White House was
Saudi leader King Salman, who skipped the summit in
what was widely seen as a diplomatic snub, despite
Riyadh’s insistence it was not. Five other Gulf leaders - but
only two heads of state, including HH the Amir of Kuwait
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah - arrived at the
White House later in the day, before departing for the
presidential retreat at Camp David today.

During the precursor meeting, the Saudi Crown Prince
- well known in Washington as the architect of Saudi
Arabia’s internal fight against Al-Qaeda - also lauded “the
strategic and historic relationship” between the two coun-
tries. But the warm words belied deep malaise over
Obama’s perceived disengagement from the region and
willingness to talk to Iran. The Arab and largely Sunni
Muslim states suspect Obama’s nuclear deal with Tehran is
a harbinger of a bigger role for their Persian and Shiite
arch-foe.
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KUWAIT: The health ministry yesterday pulled the
antipyretic and pain reliever Baby & Infant Panadol
syrup off the shelves upon a request from
GlaxoSmithKline, the producer of the drug, due to a

mistake in the maximum
dosage directions. The
medicine registration
and release supervisor at
MoH’s medicine control
department Rami Sadeq
Behbehani told KUNA
that a mistake was dis-
covered in the directions
on the bottles about the
recommended maxi-
mum intake (RMI), as an
overdose may lead to liv-

er poisoning in children. 
Behbehani advised all pediatricians and general

practitioners to stop prescribing Panadol syrup for
babies and infants and temporarily prescribe an
alternative until GlaxoSmithKline revises the
dosage information and corrects the RMI error. He
also urged all parents to stop using the medicine
until the problem is resolved.  — KUNA 

MoH withdraws 
infant Panadol 

over dosage error

WASHINGTON: US President Barack Obama welcomes HH the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah to the White House yesterday. — AFP 


