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BERLIN: Bayern Munich are expected to name a weak-
ened line-up for today’s clash at Bayer Leverkusen with
the newly-crowned Bundesliga champions pre-occupied
by Wednesday’s Champions League semi-final at
Barcelona. Pep Guardiola has fresh injury concerns with
both his top scorers Robert Lewandowski, who has 23
goals this season, and Arjen Robben, who’s scored 19,
injured while Leverkusen are unbeaten in their last nine
league games. 

Lewandowski fractured his cheekbone and suffered
concussion in Tuesday’s German Cup semi-final defeat
to Borussia Dortmund while Robben’s season is over
after lasting 16 minutes of his comeback before tearing
his left calf. Guardiola was already missing winger Franck
Ribery and left-back David Alaba and will rest most of his
stars ahead of his first return to Barcelona’s Camp Nou
stadium since winning 14 titles in four years as coach of
the Spanish giants. Having started 18-year-old midfield-
er Gianluca Gaudino in last Saturday’s 1-0 home win
against Hertha Berlin, and given Germany Under-19
international Sinan Kurt his senior debut off the bench,

Guardiola is again poised to give youth a chance.
Leverkusen are battling Borussia Moenchengladbach for
third place in the Bundesliga, which carries an automatic
Champions League place. Having reached the German
Cup final in mid-week after losing their last five semi-
final appearances, second-placed Wolfsburg host relega-
tion-threatened Hanover 96 whose coach Michael
Frontzeck signed a five-match contract to keep them up
and is hunting their first win in 14 games.

Dortmund relishing ‘6-pointer’
Borussia Dortmund, Wolfsburg’s German Cup final

opponents in Berlin on May 30, are at Hoffenheim in a
key battle for European places with just a point separat-
ing the teams. Dortmund coach Jurgen Klopp, who is
leaving at the end of the season, has described it as a
“six-point match” with his team buoyed by Tuesday’s
cup victory over Bayern on penalties. Klopp says the
Hoffenheim match has ‘the air of a semi-final’. “We have
had some exceptional moments, but now we’re in
Hoffenheim mode,” said Klopp. “It’s a six-point game for

us, no ifs or buts,” added the 47-year-old, who will be
without injured Germany midfielder Kevin Grosskreutz
for the rest of the season. “We have to put our all we can
into the Hoffenheim match, as if it was our last game, we
have play bravely and keep our tactics tight.”

Dortmund announced on Thursday that Germany
midfielder Ilkay Gundogan will not be extending his
Borussia contract which expires in June 2016. Australia
goalkeeper Mitchell Langerak, Dortmund’s hero in
Munich, could feature again between the posts with
Roman Weidenfeller recovering from a pelvis injury.
Werder Bremen welcome Eintracht Frankfurt to the
Weserstadion also hunting a top six spot. Werder head
coach Viktor Skripnik used to play under Frankfurt boss
Thomas Schaaf during his time as Bremen head coach.
The Eintracht coach is pleased to see his old side climb
from bottom of the table in December up to their cur-
rent ninth place and level on 39 points with Dortmund.
“I’m happy about Werder Bremen’s recovery this season,
the quality of the team hasn’t surprised me at all,” said
Schaaf. — AFP 
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Bayern rest stars ahead of Barcelona date

MILAN: Juventus need just a single point at
Sampdoria to clinch their fourth successive Serie
A title today (1600 GMT) and their out-of-sorts
opponents seem unlikely to deny them. Samp
have had a better-than-expected season but fal-
tered badly in recent weeks, failing to win any of
their last five games and seeing their chances of
qualifying for the Champions League vanish.
The run, which has left them fifth with 51 points,
has come amid uncertainty over the future of
coach Sinisa Mihajlovic, who has transformed
the side since taking over 18 months ago but
has not committed himself to the club beyond
the end of the season.

They were dealt a further blow this week
when forward Eder suffered a knee injury that
ruled him out for the rest of the season.
Mihajlovic, typically, has not minced his words
about the poor run. Players such as forward Luis
Muriel, who has scored four goals since his
move from Udinese in January, should make
more of their talent and potential, he said. “Luis
Muriel needs to take responsibility for himself.
He has to improve in the way he interprets the
game and be ever-present, not take so many
breaks,” said Mihajlovic. “He has enormous
potential and could score a goal every time he
steps on to the pitch. We have absolute faith in
Muriel and are working to help him improve.”

Forward Stefano Okaka was another who
needed to do more, Mihajlovic said. “He works
very hard but also needs to do better.” Juventus
(76 points) beat Fiorentina 3-2 on Wednesday
but second-placed Lazio’s 4-0 win over Parma
put their title celebrations on hold. Juve have
lost only three league matches all season but
two of those came in their last two away games
as they try to juggle Serie A with their
Champions League campaign. A crop of injuries
has added to their problems. “When you are 14
points in front, it is natural to have some losses
in concentration,” said coach Massimiliano
Allegri.  “There are also many players who
haven’t been available this season for long peri-
ods, so the others had to carry on throughout
and not rest as much as I’d have liked.”

Lazio (62 points) charged up the table with a
run of eight successive wins, which ended with
a recent defeat to Juventus, and their main
focus will be to hold onto second and claim the
Champions League group stage place that goes

with it. The visit Atalanta tomorrow (1400 GMT)
while AS Roma, one point behind in third (which
brings a Champions League playoff spot) host
sixth-placed Genoa (1030 GMT). Roma, who
were neck-and-neck with Juventus for the first
half of the season, now have a five-point cush-
ion over Napoli after Rafael Benitez’s side
crashed 4-2 at Empoli on Thursday. However,
Napoli should get three points tomorrow (1845
GMT)against an AC Milan side in disarray after
going four matches without a win and sitting in
10th place. — Reuters

MADRID: European champions Real Madrid will
need to inflict Sevilla’s first home defeat in over 13
months to realistically maintain their bid for the La
Liga title when they visit the Sanchez Pizjuan today.
Los Blancos trail Barcelona by two points at the top
of the table with four games remaining and also
have to contend with the daunting trip to Andalucia
just four days before they travel to face Juventus in
the first leg of their Champions League semi-final.

However, Sevilla are also desperate for the points
as they battle with Valencia for the fourth
Champions League place for next season. “It will be
very difficult, like all the games we have left,” Madrid
captain Iker Casillas admitted. “Our most important
game right now is today. It is against a very strong
team at home, who have been solid all season.
Moreover, they are fighting for the Champions
League places and are in the semi-finals of the
Europa League.

“It will be a great game for the fans, but there are
three vital points at stake because we need to win
our games and hope Barcelona slip-up.” Madrid
should be boosted by the return of Gareth Bale from
a calf injury, but Karim Benzema won’t be risked
ahead of the trip to Turin in midweek. Sevilla beat
Madrid at home last season at the beginning of their
unbeaten run with Carlos Bacca scoring twice in a 2-
1 victory. The Colombian bagged another brace as
Sevilla stretched their unbeaten run in all competi-
tions to eight games with a 3-1 win at Eibar on
Wednesday and is confident home support can
drive them onto another big three points.

“At home we have been playing very well. It is a
great game and with our fans there is great excite-
ment,” said Bacca. “We are getting closer to our
objectives and we need to fight for them. We need
to win all the remaining games. At home we beat
them last season, I don’t see why we can’t again.” On
paper Barcelona have a far easier task this weekend
as they travel to rock bottom Cordoba, who could
be mathematically relegated. Cordoba are 11 points
from safety having now won in 16 games stretching
back to January and their return to the top-flight
after a 43-year absence will come to an end unless
they pull off a monumental upset at the Nuevo
Arcangel.

However, Barca will also have Champions
League preparations on their minds as they host for-
mer boss Pep Guardiola and German champions
Bayern Munich on Tuesday. Boss Luis Enrique made
four changes for the 6-0 thrashing of Getafe in mid-
week, but granted the full 90 minutes to his star
strike trio of Lionel Messi, Luis Suarez and Neymar as
they moved onto a combined 102 goals for the sea-

son. Enrique has a fully-fit squad to choose from and
defender Marc Bartra hailed the former Barca cap-
tain’s management of the squad this season to
ensure they have come into the decisive part of the
campaign as fresh as possible.

“We have worked very well on the physical side
of things since pre-season.  As well as psychological-
ly because when there are rotations, when you
know that at any moment you could play, you are
always prepared. “This is what he has done to
ensure now we are in good condition.” Atletico
Madrid can strengthen their hold on third place
when Athletic Bilbao visit the Vicente Calderon
today. Fernando Torres’s winner at Villarreal in mid-
week ensured Diego Simeone’s men remain on
course for a direct return to the Champions League
next season and the former Liverpool and Chelsea
striker could be rewarded with a start ahead of the
misfiring Mario Mandzukic. — AFP 

Juventus need a point 
to clinch Serie A title

MILAN: Italian Serie A table ahead of the
weekend’s matches (played, won, drawn,
lost, goals for, goals against, points):

Juventus 33 23 7 3  63 19 76
Lazio 33 19 5 9  63 31 62
Roma 33 16 13 4  46 25 61
Napoli 33 16 8 9 59 43 56
Sampdoria 33 12 15 6 41 36 51
Genoa 33 13 11 9 49 38 50
Fiorentina 33 13 10 10 46 41 49
Torino 33 12 12 9 40 36 48
Inter Milan 33 12 12 9 50 39 48
AC Milan 33 10 13 10 46 42 43
Palermo 33 10 12 11 46 48 42
Chievo 33 10 10 13 25 33 40
Verona 33 10 10 13 41 57 40
Udinese 33 9 11 13 37 45 38
Empoli 33 7 17 9  38 42 38
Sassuolo 33 8 12 13 39 52 36
Atalanta 33 6 14 13 31 46 32
Cagliari 33 5 9 19 38 63 24
Cesena 33 4 12 17 31 58 24
Parma 33 6 5 22 27 62 1 6
— relegated

Note: Parma deducted three points and
four points for financial irregularities and
non-payment of salaries.
Top two qualify automatically for the
Champions League, third goes into the
play-offs. Fourth and fifth carry Europa
League places. The bottom three sides are
relegated.

Italian Serie A table

MADRID: Spanish La Liga table ahead of the
weekend’s matches (played, won, drawn, lost,
goals for, goals against, points):

Barcelona 34 27 3 4  97 19 84
Real Madrid 34 27 1 6 102 30 82
Atletico Madrid34 23 6 5  65 26 75
Valencia 34 20 9 5  61 26 69
Sevilla 34 21 6 7 63 38 69
Villarreal 34 14 11 9 44 31 53
Malaga 34 13 8 13 36 40 47
Athletic Bilbao 34 13 8 13  34 38 47
Celta Vigo 34 12 9 13 40 38 45
Espanyol 34 12 9 13 41 43 45
Rayo Vallecano 34 13 3 18 39 62 42
Real Sociedad 34 9 13 12  37 44 40
Elche 34 10 7 17  31 57 37
Getafe 34 10 6 18 28 52 36
Levante 34 9 8 17 32 60 35
Eibar 34 8 7 19 29 49 31
Almeria 34 8 7 19 27 55 31
Deportivo 34 6 11 17 29 56 29
Granada 34 4 13 17 22 63 25
Cordoba 34 3 11 20 21 53 20
NB. Top three qualify automatically for the
Champions League, fourth goes into the play-
offs. Fifth and sixth carry Europa League places.
The bottom three sides are relegated.

Spanish League table

Real Madrid’s title 
aspirations on line 


