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LAS VEGAS: Manny Pacquiao and Floyd Mayweather will put boxing
back on the cultural map for at least one glittering night with a welter-
weight title showdown dubbed the Fight of the Century.  Prize-fight-
ing has seen plenty of those, but in a sport that once made regular
front-page news it has been years since a bout so captured the imagi-
nation of non-fight fans. “This is the biggest fight in boxing history,”
Mayweather declared on Wednesday in a spurt of hyperbole befitting
the occasion. Pacquiao-Mayweather is a hot topic from late-night chat
shows to breakfast television and a sensation on social media.

Even the Kentucky Derby, traditionally America’s marquee sports
event on the first Saturday in May, is playing second-fiddle, runner
Itsaknockout reduced to a four-legged billboard with a blanket
emblazoned with the fighters’ names and the horse’s connections
wearing similarly inscribed attire.  The massive interest has only been
fuelled by the gaudy financial figures surrounding the fight: revenue
perhaps reaching $400 million fueled by as many as three million pay-
per-view purchases and live gate receipts of some $70 million-all
adding up to a possible $200 million payday for Mayweather and a
$100 million bonanza for Pacquiao, who agreed to the lesser share of
a 60-40 purse split.

Sports media giant ESPN have set up their fight-week headquar-
ters pool-side at Caesars Palace-scene of past epic encounters featur-
ing the likes of Muhammad Ali, Thomas Hearns, Marvin Hagler, Larry
Holmes and Evander Holyfield.  But celebrity media outlets have also
breathlessly followed the pre-fight doings of Pacquiao and
Mayweather, with entertainment heavyweight People magazine
expected to be on tap Saturday to keep tabs on the A-list-studded
crowd at the MGM Grand Garden Arena.

Certainly Mayweather, 47-0 with 26 knockouts, and Pacquiao, 57-5
with two drawn and 38 knockouts, are two of the most talented fight-
ers of their generation.  Mayweather puts his World Boxing Council
and World Boxing Association titles on the line Saturday and Pacquiao
his World Boxing Organization belt. But Mayweather is 38 and
Pacquiao 36, and many believe this would have been a better fight
five years ago, when contractual hurdles and personal animosities
prevented it from being made.

Now that it has arrived, the fight promises an intriguing clash of
styles between men of contrasting personalities. The soft-spoken
Pacquiao is an iconic figure in his homeland, a two-term congressman
tipped as a future president who credits the grace of God for lifting
him from youthful poverty and later steering him away from a path of
excess that his ring success allowed. Mayweather, schooled in boxing
from his toddler days by his father and trainer Floyd Mayweather Sr
and uncle Roger Mayweather, has backed up his brash confidence
with his unbeaten record and on the strength of the two surpassed
Tiger Woods as the world’s highest-paid sportsman according to
Forbes.  

Pacquiao, who has earned world titles in an unprecedented eight
weight divisions, is an aggressive southpaw, famous for going toe-to-
toe and one of the hardest punchers in the welterweight division. But
Pacquiao hasn’t knocked out an opponent since 2009, and if any
fighter can neutralize his attack it should be the elusive Mayweather, a
consummate craftsman with vast ring know-how and the patience to
use it. Mayweather’s record includes eight victories over southpaws.
That includes a 2006 victory over Zab Judah that showcased his ability
to make mid-fight adjustments to turn the tide in his favor.—AFP

5 super-fights 
LAS VEGAS: As Manny Pacquiao and Floyd Mayweather limber
up for today’s welterweight “fight of the century,” a look at five
great bouts that captured the public imagination:

‘THE FIGHT’
Joe Frazier-Muhammad Ali, March 8, 1971: Known simply as

“The Fight,” Ali-Frazier I pitted the two undefeated heavyweight
champions in the famed Madison Square Garden, New York with
seemingly the whole world watching and taking sides. Frazier
absorbed tremendous punishment but relentlessly outworked
Ali and dropped him in the 15th round to win by unanimous
decision. The fight was the first in an epic trilogy capped by the
“Thrilla in Manila” on October 1, 1975 — a back-and-forth battle
that tested both men to the limit. Ali called that bout the closest
thing to dying but retained his heavyweight title with a 14th-
round technical knockout.

‘GREATEST SPORTING EVENT’ 
Joe Louis-Max Schmeling, June 22, 1938: Louis, who had been

knocked out by Schmeling in their prior meeting two years earli-
er, destroyed his opponent in two minutes and four seconds,
defending his heavyweight world title in a bout that played out
against the backdrop of the rise of Nazi Germany. The cultural,
racial and political ramifications led boxing historian Bert Sugar to
call it “The greatest sporting event of the 20th Century” and Louis
emerged as a rare African-American national hero with the win
over a fighter rightly or wrongly regarded as the representative of
Nazi values.

‘THE WAR’ 
“Marvelous” Marvin Hagler-Thomas Hearns, April 15, 1985:

Dubbed “The War,” the middleweight world title contest out-
doors at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas lived up to its super-fight
billing. In a furious eight minutes Hagler and Hearns went toe-to-
toe from the opening bell. Bleeding from a cut on his forehead, a
desperate Hagler knocked Hearns out in the third round.

‘RUMBLE IN THE JUNGLE’
Muhammad Ali-George Foreman, October 30, 1974:

Undefeated heavyweight world champion George Foreman was
widely expected to batter Ali in the “Rumble in the Jungle” in
Kinshasa, in then Zaire. But the former champion’s now famous
“rope a dope” strategy of staying on the ropes, gloves up, saw
Foreman punch out his energy. Ali pounced on his exhausted foe
with a series of shuddering blows that sent Foreman crashing
down for an eighth-round knockout, the first defeat of his career.

‘FINALLY’
Evander Holyfield-Mike Tyson, November 9, 1996: Like

Pacquiao-Mayweather, this heavyweight showdown dubbed
“Finally” pitted two stars who should have clashed earlier, but
James “Buster” Douglas’s stunning knockout of Tyson in February
of that year scuppered those plans. By the time they did meet,
Holyfield was coming back from retirement and a heart scare
while Tyson was regaining the mystique that surrounded him pri-
or to serving a prison term for rape. In the MGM’s Grand Garden
Arena, Holyfield shocked the world when he stopped Tyson in
the 11th round, becoming the first fighter since Ali to twice
regain a heavyweight world title. The bout also set the stage for
what became an infamous rematch. Holyfield-Tyson II seven
months later generated a record-breaking 1.99 million pay-per-
view buys, but ended with Tyson munching off a piece of
Holyfield’s ear. —AFP 

LAS VEGAS: Days out from the blockbuster welterweight world title
fight between Manny Pacquiao and Floyd Mayweather, a look at how
they fared against the five opponents they have in common:

Oscar de la Hoya 
Mayweather faced boxing’s top draw, “Golden Boy” Oscar de la

Hoya, on May 5, 2007, in a fight that broke records for gate receipts in
Nevada, pay-per-view sales and revenue. In Mayweather’s first fight in
the 154-pound (70 kg) division he weighed in at 150 (68 kg) but used
his speed and agility to good effect against the bigger De la Hoya.
Mayweather struggled against de la Hoya’s jab in the early rounds,
but adjusted in the second half of the fight to neutralize one of De la
Hoya’s key weapons and emerged with a split decision victory. De La
Hoya was on the downslope of his career when he fought Pacquiao in
December 2008. The speedy Pacquiao got off to a strong start, con-
necting with clean straight left leads and continually beat De la Hoya
to the punch. He battered De La Hoya in the seventh and after a
round eight that was all Pacquiao De La Hoya’s corner stopped the
fight, which was De la Hoya’s last.  While Pacquiao posted the more

comprehensive victory over De la Hoya, even his trainer Freddie
Roach said De la Hoya and his camp “did it to themselves” overtrain-
ing because of worries about making the weight.

Ricky Hatton
Mayweather fought popular undefeated World Champion Ricky

“Hit Man” Hatton on December 8, 2007. In front of a raucous crowd of
the Briton’s followers in Las Vegas, Mayweather survived an early
charge by the rugged Brit-who went up in weight for the bout-and
went on to dominate the bout. He sent Hatton sprawling with a hook
for a technical knockout in the eighth round.  Pacquiao faced the “Hit
Man” on May 2, 2009 at 140 pounds, where Hatton had never lost a
fight. Pacquiao dropped Hatton twice in the first round before knock-
ing him flat with a left in the second round for a spectacular knockout
win.

Shane Mosley 
Mayweather was a heavy favorite against Mosley on May 1, 2010,

but Mosley rocked him in the second round with a punishing right.

Mayweather stayed on his feet and survived Mosley’s attempt to fin-
ish and by the middle rounds had the fight in his grip, with Mosley
flummoxed by Mayweather’s accuracy and elusiveness.  Four months
after that fight Mosley had looked awful in a 12-round draw with
Sergio Mora, and it was after that bout that he met Pacquiao, on May
7, 2011. Pacquiao knocked Mosley down on the way to a lopsided
unanimous decision, Mosley looking even less of a threat against the
Filipino than he had against Mayweather.

Miguel Cotto
Pacquiao took on Cotto first, on November 14, 2009 on the heels

of his victories over De la Hoya and Hatton. After an action packed first
two rounds, Pacquiao dropped Cotto in the third round and again in
the fourth. From there he punished Cotto, his speed and power too
much for the Puerto Rican, and referee Kenny Bayless stopped the
fight in the 12th and final round.  Cotto had bounced back from that
defeat with a rematch win over Antonio Margarito in 2011 by the time
he signed to fight Mayweather in a 154-pound bout and made
Mayweather work for a 12-round unanimous decision.—AFP

How Mayweather, Pacquiao fared against common foes 

Pacquiao-Mayweather 
recalls boxing heyday

SARANGANI: In this file photo, Filipino boxer Manny Pacquiao greets supporters upon arrival at Maasim, Sarangani province for a
political rally in southern Philippines. Pacquiao has been an inspiration for millions of Filipinos not just as a boxer, but as a philanthro-
pist. — AP 


