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KUWAIT: Kuwait Squash players recorded
good results at the start of the 18th Squash
Asian Tournament which kicked off yesterday
at Salem Al-Sabah International Squash
Complex, under the patronage of PAYS
Chairman Sheikh Ahmad Al-Mansour Al-Sabah.
Salem Feyez defeated Ahmad Al-Tamimi from
Qatar 3-0 (11/6, 11/4, 11/5). His brother Falah
Fayez defeated Korean Yu Gia 3-0 (11/6, 11/9,
10/9) as the Korean had to withdraw due to
injury. Ammar Al-Tamimi defeated Iraqi player

3-0 (11/5, 11/6, 11/7). Ali Al-Ramzi defeated
Ahmad Siraj from Jordan 3-0 (11/8, 8/11, 11/9,
11/7) while Yusuf Nizar lost to Korea’s Park Jung
3-0 (9/11, 8/11, 9/11).

Chairman of Kuwait Squash Waleed Al-
Sumaiee expressed his joy over the Kuwait
results. 100 players representing 14 Asian coun-
tries are participating in this tournament. Al-
Sumaiee said the results came from good plan-
ning. He hoped Kuwait players will continue to
shine, adding that the best player Abdallah Al-

Muzayyen from Kuwait will feature today. Al-
Sumaiee met Qatar’s Head of Delegation
Yousuf Al-Maliki and discussed means of coop-
eration between the two associations. Al-Maliki
lauded the tournament organizers. 

Meanwhile, the technical committee of the
tournament held its technical meeting on
Thursday in the presence of the Technical
Director Super Mamil and KSF Technical
Director Nasser Zahran and heads of partici-
pating teams. Zahran welcomed the partici-

pants and wished them well. The Indian
Technical Director lauded the preparations. He
said the Kuwaiti Squash Federation provided
courts in an organized and clear way to allow
training besides competition. Zahran, mean-
while spoke about officiating, saying that ref-
erees’ rule is to ensure justice and equality.
The Asian Squash Federation nominated two
referees: Mohammad Fayyad from Pakistan
and Youji Hindra from India, in addition to
Kuwaiti referees.

A good start for Kuwait Squash players 

McIlroy on track
Thongchai stuns Furyk

SAN FRANCISCO: World number one Rory McIlroy
maintained his perfect start to the WGC-Championship
Match Play on Thursday to stay on course for a place in
the last 16 with victory over Brandt Snedeker. 

The Northern Irishman, an easy winner in his opening
group game on Wednesday, defeated Snedeker by two
up at San Francisco’s Harding Park to make it two victo-
ries out of two in the lucrative $9.25 million event. The
25-year-old superstar will now face his 2007 Walker Cup
rival Billy Horschel on Friday with a place in the knock-
out rounds on offer. Horschel joined McIlroy at the top
of Group 1 after notching his second win of the tourna-
ment, beating Jason Dufner 3&2.

Friday’s game between McIlroy and Horschel will
revive memories of their ill-tempered duels in the
Walker Cup eight years ago but the two men have put
their animosity behind them and are now on friendly
terms. 

In other early games Thursday, Thailand’s Thongchai
Jaidee stunned world number five Jim Furyk to keep
alive his hopes of qualification for the weekend. The 45-
year-old former paratrooper bounced back from his
defeat to Germany’s Martin Kaymer on Wednesday to
sink Furyk 3&1. With South Africa’s George Coetzee
downing Kaymer on the first sudden-death hole in the
day’s other Group 5 game, it has left all four players level
with one win each after two games.

Elsewhere Thursday, two-time Masters champion
Bubba Watson set up a decisive battle with South
Africa’s Louis Oosthuizen in the final round of group
games after both men notched their second victories.
Watson, who demolished Miguel Angel Jimenez 5&4 on
Wednesday, was almost as emphatic in dispatching
Keegan Bradley, winning 4&2. 

Oosthuizen bagged his second win, eliminating
Jimenez in the process, beating the Spaniard by two up.
World number two Jordan Spieth was playing later
Thursday against world number 41 Matt Every. The for-
mat for this year’s tournament was overhauled to elimi-
nate the possibility of early round exits for top players.
The field has been split into 16 groups of four players,
with the group winners advancing to the knockout
rounds over the weekend. — AFP 

CHICAGO: Scandal-tainted college foot-
ball star Jameis Winston was handed the
daunting task of reviving the Tampa Bay
Buccaneers after being chosen as the
top pick in the NFL draft on Thursday.
The Heisman Trophy-winning Florida
State quarterback was widely expected
to be chosen by the Buccaneers, who
are desperate to halt a slide in fortunes
that has seen them fail to reach the play-
offs for the past seven seasons. The
Buccaneers have also failed to win a
postseason game since their memorable
triumph in the 2002 Super Bowl, and fin-
ished last year’s National Football
League campaign with a dismal 2-14
record.

Winston will be saddled with the
responsibility of forging a franchise-
changing upturn in the club’s fortunes,
but the 21-year-old, who did not attend
Thursday’s event in Chicago, comes with
baggage. Winston, the youngest winner
of the Heisman Trophy in 2013, has
already faced his fair share of controver-
sy. He was accused of sexually assault-
ing a college student although he was
never arrested or charged, and also
courted controversy when he was
accused of shoplifting crab legs from a
supermarket. He was banned for one
game last year for shouting a sexually
explicit obscenity after climbing onto a
college campus table. With player con-
duct the dominant issue in the NFL over
the past year following a series of
domestic violence scandals,  the
Buccaneers carried out extensive checks
on the player’s character before the
draft. However the likelihood he would
be chosen by the Buccaneers was all but
guaranteed in March when general

manager Jason Licht spoke glowingly
about the player’s qualities after meet-
ing him. “He’s lively, he’s engaging, he’s
incredibly smart, he confirmed all the
things we thought about him going into
this process,” Licht said.

The Buccaneers owners, the Glazer
family, who also own English Premier
League giants Manchester United, were
also reported to be enthusiastic about
recruiting Winston despite his off-the-
field record. Buccaneers veterans had

also signaled that they would crack
down on Winston in the locker room if
he stepped out of line, suggesting they
would take a dim view of his brash style.
“If we draft him and he comes into the
locker room, we have some veteran
guys that will pull him to the side and
make him understand that there’s a role
here he has to play and sometimes he
may have to tone that down,” star line-
backer Lavonte David told The Tampa
Tribune. — AFP 

Scandal-tainted Winston 
top pick in the NFL draft

LONDON: Scoring goals is not a problem
but Manchester City must tighten up defen-
sively if they are going to challenge for the
Premier League title next season, manager
Manuel Pellegrini said yesterday. City scored
102 goals and conceded 37 on their way to
the title last season but with four games
remaining this term Pellegrini’s second-
placed side have notched 70 goals-the high-
est in the league-and conceded 36. Captain
Vincent Kompany has struggled for fitness
and form this season, while French interna-
tional defender Eliaquim Mangala has failed
to live up to expectations following his
move from Porto for a reported fee of 32
million pounds  ($48.67 million) in August.

City’s defensive frailties have allowed
Chelsea to build a 13-lead at the top and
Jose Mourinho’s side could win the title on
Sunday if they beat Crystal Palace at
Stamford Bridge. “It’s difficult to say a lack of
goals when we’re the most scoring team in
the Premier League,” Pellegrini told a news
conference. “Compared to last season we

scored less but it’s not easy to score more
than 100 goals in the Premier League. You
can’t do that every year, you always try but
can’t do it always. “We’ll see what we need,
it’s important to be balanced. We need to
improve on goals conceded for next season,
not just scoring goals.”

City, who are second and level on 67
points with third-placed Arsenal, having
played a game more, face Tottenham
Hotspur at White Hart Lane on Sunday and
will be without injured defender Kompany
and Ivorian midfielder Yaya Toure. City beat
Tottenham 4-1 in October and Pellegrini is
hoping for more of the same against a sixth-
placed Spurs side fighting for a Europa
League spot. “Tottenham have good players
and a good manager,” the Chilean said.
“They play always in an offensive way. They
need also to qualify for the Europa League.
“We must try and be as near to the top of
the table. We are two teams that play well
and attack. I hope we play a very good
game for the fans.” — Reuters

Shaky City urged to 
improve defensively


