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MANILA: Protesters burn an effigy of Philippine President Benigno Aquino during a May Day rally near the presidential palace yesterday.

around the world

GERMANY
Police in Berlin say the traditional ‘Walpurgis Night’

protest marking the eve of May 1 was calmer than
previous years. Several thousand people took part in
anti-capitalist street parties in the north of the city.
Fireworks and stones were thrown at police, injuring
one officer. Fifteen people were detained. Elsewhere
in the German capital revelers partied “extremely
peacefully,” police noted yesterday morning. At noon,
Green Party activists unveiled a statue at
Alexanderplatz in central Berlin of Edward Snowden,
Julian Assange and Chelsea Manning, considered
heroes by many on the left for leaking secret U.S.
intelligence and military documents. The statue,
called “Anything to say,” depicts the three standing
on chairs and is scheduled to go on tour around the
world. In the central German city of Weimar far-right
extremists attacked a union event. Police said 15 peo-
ple were injured and 29 were arrested.

RUSSIA
In Moscow, tens of thousands of workers braved

chilly rain to march across Red Square. Instead of the
red flags with the Communist hammer and sickle
used in Soviet times, they waved the blue flags of the
dominant Kremlin party and the Russian tricolor.
Despite an economic crisis that is squeezing the work-
ing class, there was little if any criticism of President
Vladimir Putin or his government. Participants said
the May 1 march was a tradition going back to their
childhood. This Soviet nostalgia was imbued with
feelings of patriotism in the run-up to the 70th
anniversary of victory in World War II on May 9. The
Communist Party later held a separate march under
the slogan “against fascism and in support of
Donbass,” with participants calling for greater support
for the separatists fighting the Ukrainian army in the
Donbass region of eastern Ukraine.— AP  

HAVANA: Cuba’s President Raul Castro (center right) lifts the arm
of Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro as they watch the May
Day parade in Revolution Square yesterday.

BERLIN: Italian sculptor Davide Dormino (left) stands next
to his life-size bronze sculpture featuring (left to right)
former National Security Agency (NSA) contractor and
whistleblower Edward Snowden, WikiLeaks founder
Julian Assange and former US soldier Chelsea Manning.
convicted of violations of the Espionage Act,  at
Alexanderplatz Square yesterday. 

ATHENS: People
march behind a

banner that reads
‘Beginning’ during

a May Day 
demonstration 

yesterday. 


