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BALTIMORE: Prosecutors in Baltimore
yesterday charged six officers with
multiple counts including second-
degree murder and manslaughter in
connection with the death of a 25-
year-old African American man in
police custody. State prosecutor
Marilyn Mosby said warrants have
been issued for the arrest of the
Baltimore Police Department officers
over the death of Freddie Gray, which
sparked days of protests and rioting in
the US East Coast port city.

“The findings of our comprehen-
sive, thorough and independent
investigation, coupled with the med-
ical examiner’s determination that Mr.
Gray’s death was a homicide, which
we received today, has led us to
believe that we have probable cause
to file criminal charges,” Mosby told a
press conference. Cheers broke out
when Mosby announced the charges
on the steps of Baltimore’s war memo-
rial, across the street from city hall-a
focal point of protests demanding jus-
tice over Gray’s death.

Many in the city of 620,000 had
expected Mosby only to say that the
case was still under investigation, a
day after Police Commissioner
Anthony Batts submitted his detec-
tives’ findings to date. Cars honked
their horns in celebration, although
the National Guard is still deployed in
Baltimore, riot police are out in force

and an overnight curfew remains in
place. Gray, who had a record of non-
violent drug offenses, died April 19
from spinal injuries sustained when he
was arrested a week earlier in a west
Baltimore public housing estate.

Driver faces murder charge 
Facing the most serious charges of

second-degree murder is Officer
Caesar Goodson, the driver of the van
that transported Gray to a police sta-
tion. Goodson, 45, was also charged
with involuntary manslaughter, sec-
ond-degree assault,  vehicular
manslaughter and misconduct. Three
other officers were charged with
involuntary manslaughter, second-
degree assault and misconduct, and
two more charged with second-
degree assault and misconduct.

One officer was also charged with
false imprisonment. Mosby-an
African-American woman, and the
daughter and granddaughter of
police officers-said Gray had been
“illegally arrested” as “no crime had
been committed.” She urged protest-
ers to keep the peace in the wake of
the charges, and reiterated that the
investigation was ongoing.

Gray has become the latest face of
an intense national debate over
whether American police are too
quick to use violence against blacks,
especially young men.

In the best-known case, a white
police officer fatally shot unarmed
teenager Michael Brown in Ferguson,
Missouri-prompting riots in the St.
Louis suburb-but was not indicted by
a grand jury.

Giving an account of the day of
Gray’s arrest, Mosby said police lacked
probable cause to detain him and
repeatedly denied his requests for
medical help. Mosby said Gray “suf-
fered a severe and critical neck injury
as a result of being handcuffed, shack-
led by his feet and unrestrained”
inside the police van.

Stopped three times 
En route to the Western District

police station, the police van stopped
at least three times, including once to
pick up a suspect in an unrelated case.
Goodson got out to check on Gray’s
condition, Mosby said, but “at no
point did he seek nor did he render
any medical assistance.” “Officer
Goodson returned to his driver’s seat
and proceeded toward the central
booking and intake facility (at the
Western District station) with Mr.  Gray
still unsecured by a seat belt,” she
said. Among the other officers
charged, Mosby said Sergeant Alicia
White, 30, witnessed Gray unrespon-
sive on the floor of the police van, yet
“did nothing further” despite being
told he needed medical help. —AFP
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Election fever puts 
London politics in 

the centre-stage  
LONDON: When celebrity TV interviewer Jeremy
Paxman is in the audience for a play in which Judi Dench
has only a cameo role, something unusual is happening
on the London stage: politics has become the star of the
show. Politically themed plays like “The Vote”, “Dead
Sheep” and a revival of “The Audience”, portraying
Queen Elizabeth’s dealings with past prime ministers,
are drawing big audiences ahead of Britain’s most
uncertain national election in decades. Less than a week
before the May 7 vote, opinion polls show Prime
Minister David Cameron’s Conservatives and the opposi-
tion Labor party neck-and-neck, with a surge in Scottish
nationalist support further complicating the picture. 

“The Vote”, a drawing-room comedy set in a London
polling station with a cast of more than 40 — including
Dench, who shows up in the last 15 minutes-is one of
the hottest tickets in town, with seats sold by lottery. It
will reach a broader audience when it is broadcast live
on national television on election night, its madcap
finale scheduled to coincide with the polls closing.

“I think a lot of people think theatre, especially politi-
cal theatre, isn’t for them, it sounds so worthy and seri-
ous and earnest,” playwright James Graham told Reuters
in an interview. “From the very beginning we just want-
ed to make it entertaining, farcical and funny because a
lot of this stuff is.  There is an absurdity to how we pick
our government.”

The play shows everyone from a Russian lesbian and
her lover to a drunken young man turning up to cast
their ballots, and everything that could go wrong does.
Two teenage girls, voting for the first time, are so over-
whelmed by the “old-school” use of pencils to mark bal-
lot papers and the lack of information about the names
listed that one of them, contravening a rule banning
mobile phones, uses hers to ask: “Siri, who should I vote
for?”

‘Savaged by dead sheep’ 
Other plays dissect the political process and the

workings of government. “Dead Sheep” portrays the
downfall of Margaret Thatcher following a famous 1990
House of Commons speech by her supposedly sub-
servient Deputy Prime Minister Geoffrey Howe, whose
attack mode was once described by an opponent as
“like being savaged by a dead sheep”.

Thatcher, in television presenter and first-time play-
wright Jonathan Maitland’s production, is played by a
man, Steve Nallon. He parodied Thatcher’s voice in the
1980s satirical puppet show “Spitting Image” and now
applies that expertise to impersonating her as well. It
was said of Thatcher that she was “the best man in the
cabinet” but Maitland said that was not the motivation
for picking Nallon for the role.

“This guy isn’t any old actor, he’s like a psychological
stalker of Margaret Thatcher, he knows what she had for
breakfast the day she won the election ... he’s extraordi-
nary,” Maitland said. That level of insight allows Nallon,
and Maitland’s play, to provide what he said was an
extra dimension to the political experience-to show
what goes on behind the scenes. “I think the stage can
deliver a really compelling, powerful and entertaining
truth that amplifies what you’re seeing in the papers and
hearing on the radio,” Maitland said. Or, as Graham put
it, “It’s like having a backstage pass to a world that
seems very closed up and inaccessible.”

At a performance of “The Vote”, Paxman, who con-
ducted TV interviews with Cameron and Labor leader Ed
Miliband last month, offered a different reason for the
political plays’ popularity: the dullness of the election
campaign itself. “This is more interesting than watching
Cameron and Miliband ... posturing, inasmuch as they can
even get up the energy to posture,” he said. —Reuters 

BALTIMORE: Meech Johnson celebrates yesterday after State’s Attorney Marilyn J Mosby announced crimi-
nal charges against all six officers suspended after Freddie Gray suffered a fatal spinal injury while in
police custody. —AP


