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NEWARK: A former loyalist to New Jersey Gov
Chris Christie arrived at court yesterday to plead
guilty to charges related to creating a traffic jam
near the George Washington Bridge for political
purposes, a person with knowledge of the case
told The Associated Press.

The person wasn’t authorized to release the
information before the hearing and spoke on
condition of anonymity. David Wildstein was an
official at the Port Authority of New York and
New Jersey at the time of the tie-ups. It’s not
clear what charge or charges Wildstein will
plead to. He will be the first person to admit to
committing a crime in causing the series of
politically motivated traffic jams in 2013.

Christie declined to comment yesterday
morning as he left a hotel in McLean, Virginia,
after speaking at a technology breakfast. Federal
prosecutors announced an 11 am court hearing
in Newark and an early afternoon news confer-
ence. The office, which Christie led before step-
ping down in 2008 to run for governor, has not
said who will appear in court and didn’t release
any other details on the investigation.

Simmering scandal 
Two of the three access lanes to the bridge

in Fort Lee were shut down for four mornings in
September 2013, causing massive delays. The
simmering scandal erupted a year ago when an
email from Christie’s deputy chief of staff,
Bridget Kelly, to David Wildstein, a port authori-
ty official and Christie loyalist, was revealed. It
read, “Time for some traffic problems in Fort
Lee.” Wildstein’s reply was, “Got it.”

By the time that email was made public,
Wildstein had already resigned, as had Bill
Baroni, Christie’s top appointee to the Port
Authority. The governor fired Kelly and cut ties
with Bill Stepien, his two-time campaign man-
ager, amid the scandal. Questions over whether
the lanes were closed for political retribution

have been dogging Christie for more than a
year. Christie has been gearing up for a 2016
presidential campaign but has not announced
he is running. Asked about the impending
action during a press conference Wednesday,
Christie brushed off the potential impact.

“I don’t think that has anything much to do
with me,” he said, adding that the ongoing
developments wouldn’t influence his decision
timeline or his campaign if he chooses to run.

Christie has long maintained that he knew noth-
ing about the closures until he was confronted
with media reports, and said he doesn’t expect
the facts to change from what he said during a
marathon press conference last January.

‘Not concerned about truth’ 
“I know what the truth is, so I’m not the least

bit concerned about it,” he said. Christie has
launched a political action committee that
allows him to pay for travel and a staff, but he
has not formally declared himself a candidate

for president. Patrick Foye, the executive direc-
tor of the Port Authority of New York and New
Jersey, the powerful agency that runs the bridge
- one of the busiest in the world - ordered lanes
reopened on what would have been the fifth
morning of closures.

Lawmakers began holding hearings on the
closures and Christie laughed off suggestions
that his administration had anything to do with
them after the mayor of Fort Lee, Mark Sokolich,

suggested that the lanes were blocked to get
revenge against him, perhaps because he did
not endorse Christie’s re-election.

A law firm his office hired - and the state
paid for - produced a report clearing Christie
and his remaining staff of any wrongdoing.
Democrats derided the report as a whitewash.
In December, a special legislative committee
looking into the matter released its interim
report. It did not link Christie to the lane clo-
sures, but said that Christie aides acted with
“perceived impunity.” —AP
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UN urged to shed light
on sex abuse scandal

LIBREVILLE: Save the Children has urged France and the
United Nations to “shed all light” on accusations that French
soldiers sexually abused hungry children in the Central African
Republic. “If the facts are borne out, it is essential to take the
firmest measures against those behind them,” the global chari-
ty said in a statement sent to AFP yesterday.

According to a French judicial source, 14 peacekeeping sol-
diers deployed to the chaos-ridden nation to help restore order
after a 2013 coup are implicated in a probe into the alleged
sexual abuse of several children-the youngest just nine-who
had begged for something to eat. French President Francois
Hollande vowed Thursday to “show no mercy” if “some soldiers
have behaved badly”, a day after British newspaper The
Guardian broke the story based on a leaked UN report.

The United Nations should “ensure that the child victims
of these abuses are protected and benefit from all the psy-
cho-social support that they need,” said Natasha Quist, Save
The Children’s director for west and central Africa, quoted in
the statement in French from Dakar. Quist urged “the United
Nations and the French authorities to take all necessary
measures to bring full light to bear on this affair, notably by
being transparent about the investigations announced to
have started.”

‘Children’s rights’ 
“Humanitarian workers and elements of the peacekeeping

forces have on several occasions been implicated in cases of
the violation of children’s rights, including rape or exchanging
food for sexual favors,” Save the Children said. “Soldiers are in
the front line in complex conflict situations and are often the
only ones who can make sure that children’s rights are protect-
ed,” argued the charity. The leaked report also accuses soldiers
from Chad and Equatorial Guinea of abuses in the deeply poor,
landlocked nation where an African peacekeeping mission was
handed over to the United Nations in September last year.

A European Union military mission also operates in the
country, ravaged since the 2013 coup by a conflict that took on
an unprecedented religious dimension, pitting mainly Muslim
former rebels against Christian vigilantes at the expense of the
civilian population. In the wake of the report in The Guardian,
the French defense ministry on Wednesday said that the gov-
ernment had been alerted to accusations of sexual abuse
against children by the UN High Commission for Human Rights
in July 2014. Prosecutors in Paris then opened an investigation
into the reports, the ministry said, pledging to ensure that “the
truth be found” and “the strongest penalties” imposed on
those found guilty. —AFP


