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MANILA: The family of a Filipina on death row in Indonesia
returned home yesterday with scathing criticism of the
Philippine government’s alleged mishandling of her case.
Mary Jane Veloso’s mother said President Benigno Aquino
should not be credited for the 11th hour reprieve that saved
her daughter from death by firing squad on Wednesday. But
the family nonetheless expressed hope that Indonesia would
commute her death sentence or free her after the Filipina
maid’s alleged recruiter turned herself in to authorities this
week.

Indonesian President Joko Widodo stayed Veloso’s exe-
cution after Aquino asked that she be made a witness
against a human trafficking ring that duped her into smug-
gling drugs. Veloso was caught with 2.6 kilograms of heroin
at Yogyakarta airport five years ago. She claims the drugs
were sewn into her suitcase lining without her knowledge.

“We’ve returned home to the Philippines for payback...
This is not about money. The government owes us because
they tricked us,” 55-year-old Celia Veloso, wearing a “Save
Mary Jane” shirt, told reporters. In an apparent reference to
Aquino, she said: “He is telling the whole world that he
helped save my daughter’s life. That is not true. Get ready,
we are here to charge you. We will fight you.” Veloso’s sister,
Marites Veloso-Laurente, said the Philippine government
failed to provide her with a capable interpreter during her
trial. “Had the government not been remiss, my sister would
not have been in trouble,” she said.

‘We left prison with smiles’ 
Presidential spokeswoman Abigail Valte denied the

charge, saying that as early as 2011, Aquino asked then

president Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono for clemency. Aquino
also asked Widodo for clemency and a review of Veloso’s
case twice, Valte told AFP. “The records will bear out the
president’s actions very clearly... It is not an issue of who
gets credit, but more importantly, Mary Jane was able to get
a reprieve for her sentence,” she said.

Veloso’s alleged recruiter, Cristina Sergio, is under police
custody after she sought protection citing death threats.
The justice department is studying whether a human traf-
ficking and fraud complaint against her would merit filing in
court. “We owe it to the Indonesian government to under-
take and complete the investigation as soon as possible,”
Philippine foreign affairs spokesman Charles Jose said this
week.

Depending on the outcome of the investigation, Jose
said the Philippines may again seek clemency for Veloso.
Her sister thanked Widodo for the reprieve as she renewed
an appeal for compassion. “President Widodo, please study
my sister’s case very carefully. Please keep an open mind
and heart,” she said. Marites Veloso said the family last saw
Mary Jane at Yogyakarta prison on Thursday. “There were
lots of hugging and laughing. There was no trace of sadness
or worry in Mary Jane’s face,” she said.

“We left prison with smiles on our faces because we
know that we will see her again soon,” she said. While
Veloso was spared, seven other foreign drug convicts and
an Indonesian were executed as Widodo defied global
anger. Among those executed were Australians Myuran
Sukumaran and Andrew Chan, ringleaders of the so-called
“Bali Nine” drug ring, prompting Canberra to recall its
ambassador from Jakarta. —AFP
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Japan ruling party
gears up to revise

constitution
TOKYO: Japan’s conservative ruling party is gearing up
for a new push to achieve its long-sought goal of revising
the country’s US-drafted post-World War II constitution.
Its first challenge: winning over a divided public. Liberal
Democratic Party lawmakers and other supporters rallied
Friday ahead of Sunday’s Constitution Day holiday, when
Japan’s democratic and war-renouncing charter took
effect 68 years ago.

The party, led by Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, has
resumed meetings of its constitution reform panel after a
2-year recess, and this week started distributing a cartoon
pamphlet to raise public awareness and drum up support.
Backers of a revision denounce the 1947 constitution as
one imposed by the United States, which occupied Japan
from the end of World War II until 1952. They say it’s out-
dated and inadequate for today’s society.

Amending the constitution won’t be easy. It requires
two-thirds approval by both houses of parliament fol-
lowed by a referendum. Abe’s ruling coalition controls
two-thirds of the lower house and hopes to do the same
in the upper house by winning elections in summer next
year. If successful, the Liberal Democrats hope to intro-
duce a proposed revision after the elections.

Hajime Funada, head of the Liberal Democrats’ team
promoting constitutional revision, said it’s time to begin
discussing details of a proposed revision. He says the par-
ty plans to make revisions in several waves, dealing with
related issues at the same time, and that he hopes to
make a first round of revisions within two years.

The party has advocated revision for decades, but has
had difficulty convincing the public. Opponents have
expressed concerns that the revisions will backpedal from
democracy and individual rights protected by the current
constitution. A 2012 draft proposed by the Liberal
Democrats promoted a conformist Japan with traditional
patriarchal values, which place family units above individ-
uals and elevate the emperor to the head of state. It says
civil liberties such as freedom of speech and expression
can be restricted if considered harmful to public interest.

Yasuhiro Nakasone, a 96-year-old former prime minis-
ter who has long campaigned for a revision, told Friday’s
rally, attended by hundreds of lawmakers and supporters,
that the current constitution is “too abstract” and lacks
values and principles based on Japan’s own traditions. “I
would like to raise public awareness with our active dis-
cussions and earnest efforts so we can advance on a new
path toward revising the constitution,” he said. —AP

JAKARTA: Celia Veloso (center), the mother of Mary Jane Veloso, a Philippine domestic worker on death row
who was given a temporary reprieve by Indonesia, is escorted by a supporter (2nd right) upon her return
from Jakarta. —AFP

TOKYO: Former Japanese Prime Minister Yasuhiro
Nakasone delivers a speech during the annual meet-
ing on Japan’s constitution reform. — AP

RIYADH: Saudi Arabia beheaded a Pakistani convicted of
drug smuggling yesterday, the 73rd execution in the king-
dom so far this year. Shirin Khan Abbas Khan was put to
death in Riyadh province after being found guilty of smug-
gling heroin into the kingdom in swallowed balloons, the
interior ministry said.

In the whole of 2014, Saudi Arabia carried out 87 execu-
tions, and Amnesty International has spoken of a “macabre
spike” in the kingdom’s use of the death penalty this year.
The Gulf has become an increasingly important market for
illicit drugs in recent years, the United Nations Office on
Drugs and Crime says.

The Pakistani city of Karachi is a key transit point for
heroin from Afghanistan and Saudi Arabia has carried out a
spate of executions of Pakistani drugs mules. Drug traffick-
ing, rape, murder, apostasy and armed robbery are all pun-
ishable by death under the kingdom’s strict version of
Islamic Sharia law. —AFP
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