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Italy opens Milan 
Expo with fanfare
Kuwait pavilion at food-themed event opens today

MILAN: Milan’s Expo 2015 opened yesterday with hopes the
world fair will be a catalyst for economic revival, and potentially
as a backdrop for serious diplomacy. Thousands of visitors
poured into the specially created site on the edge of Milan, and
most of the key construction work for the Expo was finished in
the nick of time. A spectacular eve-of-opening concert featured
tenor Andrea Bocelli, Chinese pianist Lang Lang and the choir
and opera of the city’s renowned La Scala opera house perform-
ing in front of Milan’s magnificent Gothic cathedral. 

Attending the opening ceremony was Kuwait’s Minister of
Information and State Minister for Youth Affairs Sheikh Salman
Sabah Al-Salem Al-Humoud Al-Sabah as the personal represen-
tative of HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah. The Kuwaiti pavilion at the fair - to be officially
opened today, occupies 2,800 sq m of space and is themed
“Challenge of Nature”. It shows how the Kuwaitis made the
desert inhabitable, and continue to do so, using education, tech-
nology, science and renewable energy to establish a modern,

vibrant and growing community which can contribute to global
development and to feeding the world.

Declaring the fest open, Prime Minister Matteo Renzi said
Milan and Italy had defied the critics who had said they would
never be ready in time. “They said we would never do it but
today the Expo is a reality,” Renzi said, paying tribute to workers
who have been laboring round the clock for weeks to ensure the
show went ahead. “In these coming months, the world will be
able to taste Italy, its specialities but especially the profound
desire it has to write a new chapter of hope,” Renzi said.   

Italy secured the rights to host the Expo seven years ago,
long before Renzi came to power last year. But he has embraced
it as an opportunity for the country to show the world that it is
regaining its confidence and reinventing itself under his leader-
ship. The event plays to food-loving Italy’s strengths with its
nutrition and gastronomy-based theme of “Feeding the Planet,
Energy for Life”. Organizers are predicting 20 million visitors over
six months and a €10-billion boost to economic activity. But the
Expo has greater ambitions, with the Italian government back-
ing a process to create a document of solutions to fight hunger
and food waste, among other goals. — Agencies 

MILAN: A wall of water is pictured at the entrance of the pavilion of Kuwait
at the Expo Milano 2015 yesterday on the opening day of the Universal
Exposition. (Inset) Kuwait’s Minister of Information and State Minister for
Youth Affairs Sheikh Salman Sabah Al-Salem Al-Humoud Al-Sabah and oth-
er officials are seen during the opening. — AFP/KUNA

SEE PAGES 4 & 5

ISTANBUL: Turkish police yesterday
used water cannon and tear gas to dis-
perse May Day protesters in Istanbul as
tens of thousands of labor activists
turned out worldwide to defend their
rights at a time of austerity. As Turkish
police and protesters engaged in
pitched battles in some districts of
Istanbul, the Italian city of Milan also
saw violent clashes at the opening of
the Expo 2015. Turkish police had
blocked all vehicle access and cut public
transport to prevent protests on Taksim
Square in the centre of Istanbul, the tra-
ditional focus for demonstrations in the
country’s largest city.

Police moved in on the protesters in
the Besiktas district close to the shores
of the Bosphorus as they tried to head

towards the square, using water cannon
trucks and spraying tear gas, an AFP cor-
respondent said. Istanbul governor Vali
Sahin said that 203 people had been
arrested, and six police and 18 protest-
ers had been wounded in a day of clash-
es around Istanbul. This is the first May
Day in Turkey, a national holiday in the

country, to be marked after parliament
passed a controversial security bill this
year giving the police greater powers to
crack down on protests.

Thousands of people packed into the
centre of Athens in response to a call
from public and private unions, joined
by the country’s controversial anti-aus-

terity Finance Minister Yanis Varoufakis.
In Moscow, tens of thousands of work-
ers and students paraded on Red
Square, waving Russian flags and bal-
loons and many with T-shirts of
President Vladimir Putin, in a spectacle
harking back to Soviet times. 

In Milan, Italian police clashed with
protesters at the opening of the Expo,
firing tear gas at the masked demon-
strators who had pelted officers with
stones. In South Korea, tens of thou-
sands of workers held May Day rallies,
vowing to wage an “all-out general
strike” if the government pushes
through with planned labor reforms.
Throughout Germany, some 400,000
people took to the streets, the main
union confederation said. — AFP

Workers march on May Day

SEE PAGES 18 & 19

KUWAIT: The Interior Ministry yesterday
said former lawmaker Waleed Al-
Tabtabaei was arrested upon an order
from the public prosecution for spreading
false news on Kuwait’s internal situation
and offending the post of HH the Crown
Prince on a social media website.
Tabtabaei will be referred to the public prosecution for
interrogation, the ministry’s public relations and security
media department said in a statement. Tabtabaei’s broth-
er Anwar said the ex-lawmaker was arrested by secret
service police. — Agencies 
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