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Italy opens Milan 
Expo with fanfare
Kuwait pavilion at food-themed event opens today

MILAN: Milan’s Expo 2015 opened yesterday with hopes the
world fair will be a catalyst for economic revival, and potentially
as a backdrop for serious diplomacy. Thousands of visitors
poured into the specially created site on the edge of Milan, and
most of the key construction work for the Expo was finished in
the nick of time. A spectacular eve-of-opening concert featured
tenor Andrea Bocelli, Chinese pianist Lang Lang and the choir
and opera of the city’s renowned La Scala opera house perform-
ing in front of Milan’s magnificent Gothic cathedral. 

Attending the opening ceremony was Kuwait’s Minister of
Information and State Minister for Youth Affairs Sheikh Salman
Sabah Al-Salem Al-Humoud Al-Sabah as the personal represen-
tative of HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah. The Kuwaiti pavilion at the fair - to be officially
opened today, occupies 2,800 sq m of space and is themed
“Challenge of Nature”. It shows how the Kuwaitis made the
desert inhabitable, and continue to do so, using education, tech-
nology, science and renewable energy to establish a modern,

vibrant and growing community which can contribute to global
development and to feeding the world.

Declaring the fest open, Prime Minister Matteo Renzi said
Milan and Italy had defied the critics who had said they would
never be ready in time. “They said we would never do it but
today the Expo is a reality,” Renzi said, paying tribute to workers
who have been laboring round the clock for weeks to ensure the
show went ahead. “In these coming months, the world will be
able to taste Italy, its specialities but especially the profound
desire it has to write a new chapter of hope,” Renzi said.   

Italy secured the rights to host the Expo seven years ago,
long before Renzi came to power last year. But he has embraced
it as an opportunity for the country to show the world that it is
regaining its confidence and reinventing itself under his leader-
ship. The event plays to food-loving Italy’s strengths with its
nutrition and gastronomy-based theme of “Feeding the Planet,
Energy for Life”. Organizers are predicting 20 million visitors over
six months and a €10-billion boost to economic activity. But the
Expo has greater ambitions, with the Italian government back-
ing a process to create a document of solutions to fight hunger
and food waste, among other goals. — Agencies 

MILAN: A wall of water is pictured at the entrance of the pavilion of Kuwait
at the Expo Milano 2015 yesterday on the opening day of the Universal
Exposition. (Inset) Kuwait’s Minister of Information and State Minister for
Youth Affairs Sheikh Salman Sabah Al-Salem Al-Humoud Al-Sabah and oth-
er officials are seen during the opening. — AFP/KUNA

SEE PAGES 4 & 5

ISTANBUL: Turkish police yesterday
used water cannon and tear gas to dis-
perse May Day protesters in Istanbul as
tens of thousands of labor activists
turned out worldwide to defend their
rights at a time of austerity. As Turkish
police and protesters engaged in
pitched battles in some districts of
Istanbul, the Italian city of Milan also
saw violent clashes at the opening of
the Expo 2015. Turkish police had
blocked all vehicle access and cut public
transport to prevent protests on Taksim
Square in the centre of Istanbul, the tra-
ditional focus for demonstrations in the
country’s largest city.

Police moved in on the protesters in
the Besiktas district close to the shores
of the Bosphorus as they tried to head

towards the square, using water cannon
trucks and spraying tear gas, an AFP cor-
respondent said. Istanbul governor Vali
Sahin said that 203 people had been
arrested, and six police and 18 protest-
ers had been wounded in a day of clash-
es around Istanbul. This is the first May
Day in Turkey, a national holiday in the

country, to be marked after parliament
passed a controversial security bill this
year giving the police greater powers to
crack down on protests.

Thousands of people packed into the
centre of Athens in response to a call
from public and private unions, joined
by the country’s controversial anti-aus-

terity Finance Minister Yanis Varoufakis.
In Moscow, tens of thousands of work-
ers and students paraded on Red
Square, waving Russian flags and bal-
loons and many with T-shirts of
President Vladimir Putin, in a spectacle
harking back to Soviet times. 

In Milan, Italian police clashed with
protesters at the opening of the Expo,
firing tear gas at the masked demon-
strators who had pelted officers with
stones. In South Korea, tens of thou-
sands of workers held May Day rallies,
vowing to wage an “all-out general
strike” if the government pushes
through with planned labor reforms.
Throughout Germany, some 400,000
people took to the streets, the main
union confederation said. — AFP

Workers march on May Day

SEE PAGES 18 & 19

KUWAIT: The Interior Ministry yesterday
said former lawmaker Waleed Al-
Tabtabaei was arrested upon an order
from the public prosecution for spreading
false news on Kuwait’s internal situation
and offending the post of HH the Crown
Prince on a social media website.
Tabtabaei will be referred to the public prosecution for
interrogation, the ministry’s public relations and security
media department said in a statement. Tabtabaei’s broth-
er Anwar said the ex-lawmaker was arrested by secret
service police. — Agencies 

Former lawmaker
Tabtabaei arrested 
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KUWAIT: International Organization for
Migration (IOM) concluded, in conjunc-
tion with the Ministry of Interior, a five-
day training course for ministry officials
on dealing with human trafficking, an
IOM official said on Thursday.

The IOM seeks to exert all efforts at

training Kuwaiti personnel to become
conversant to the optimum degree with
the appropriate means in fighting
human trafficking, said Iman Eraikat,
chief of IOM office in Kuwait, in a speech
wrapping up the course.

She indicated that the organization

has been working closely with the min-
istry on no less than 11 activities, among
them forums, training courses, and field
trips with the view of spotlighting issues
that are important to Kuwait and the
world, such as human rights and human
trafficking. Major General Anwar Al-

Barjas, Director General for Training at
the ministry, urged those who attended
the five-day course to apply what they
have learned out in the field and to relay
their expertise from the course to their
colleagues who have not attended the
training course. —  KUNA 

MoI, IOM conclude human trafficking training course

KUWAIT: As the world marked Labor
Day or ‘May Day’ yesterday, the Director
General of the International Labor
Organization Guy Ryder called for dia-
logue among social partners-govern-
ments, employers and laborers-to find
fair solutions for labor market problems.

“In these difficult times... with politi-
cal turbulence and economic problems
around the world, it is more than ever
important that governments, employers
and workers join together not as oppo-
nents, not as enemies but as partners,”
the ILO chief said in an interview with
KUNA and Kuwait TV. “To firstly try to
produce jobs and try to agree policies
that will include people, young people
particularly in the world of work, give
them the chance for decent job, and
secondly to find ways of talking togeth-
er to find solutions which are fair.”

He underscored that social dialogue
should not result in a winner and a loser.
“We need to try to find agreed solutions
whereby everybody feels they come out
with advantages and our countries as a
whole advance,” Ryder said.

Ryder congratulated world laborers
on their day, stressing the need to mark
that important day and to highly recog-
nize the importance of work in societies.
“We have no future except with the peo-
ple working in producing the wealth
upon which our future welfare
depends,” he said.

The ILO chief said that despite some
positive developments in the past year,
the labor world still awaits multiple chal-
lenges in the coming year due to the
slow economic recovery and the
tremendously high unemployment
rates. He called for offering more care

for the worst off on labor markets such
as domestic, migrant, rural or informal,
and young workers. He urged a special
attention to women who are often
either excluded from or disadvantaged
in labor market.

“I really think that as we try to reduce
the unemployment figures generally, we
need to give a particular attention to
these disadvantaged workers and
young people,” Ryder told KUNA. “This
biggest threat to our societies ... (is) not
being able to offer a decent future and
that means a decent job to young peo-
ple. So I hope we will focus on these
issues in the year to come.”

Promising opportunities
Ryder, however, believes that the

labor world now has many promising

opportunities to overcome challenges
and achieve goals benefitting the labor
market. “We have more technical capac-
ity to meet human needs, to get rid of
poverty, to get rid of diseases. We have
tremendous productive potential. We
just have to organize our societies and
our thinking to take advantage of these
opportunities,” he said.

As for the upcoming ILO annual con-
ference, to be held in Geneva in June,
Ryder stated that the meeting will bring
together representatives of workers,
employers and governments of 185
countries. He unveiled that the confer-
ence’s agenda features three main
items: small and medium sized enter-
prises, formalization of informal
economies and labor protection. He
added the conference will also tackle
the climate change and its impact on
employment.

“We have to find a way - and it is per-
fectly possible - to reconcile the goals of
combating climate change and making
sure that people have jobs to go to and
have economic growth to produce bet-
ter living,” he said.

May Day is a celebration of the inter-
national labor movement around the
world. It commonly sees organized
street demonstrations and marches by
working people and their unions
throughout most of the world. It is a
national holiday in more than 80 coun-
tries and is celebrated unofficially in
many other countries. It is the commem-
oration of the 1886 Haymarket Massacre
in Chicago, when Chicago police fired
on workers during a general strike for
the eight hour workday, killing several
demonstrators. — KUNA

ILO urges social dialogue

to solve labor problems

Director General speaks on Labor Day

Director General of the International
Labor Organization Guy Ryder

RIYADH: The GCC foreign ministers have
lauded the outcomes of the Saudi-led
Operation Decisive Storm and the launch-
ing of the Operation Restoration of Hope in
response to the Yemeni leadership’s call for
protecting the constitutional legitimacy.

The Gulf campaign came in line with
the Gulf Initiative and its Executive
Mechanism, National Dialogue and rele-
vant UN Security Council (UNSC) resolu-
tions, GCC Secretary-General Abdullatif Al-
Zayani said in a press statement following
the meeting of the GCC foreign ministers
Thursday.

He quoted the foreign ministers as wel-
coming the recent appointment of Khalid
Bahah as Yemeni vice-president, and reaf-
firming fervent efforts by the Yemeni legiti-
mate government to hold a national con-
ference under the GCC umbrella in Riyadh,

with all Yemeni rivals attending.
The ministers also reiterated support for

urgent measures by the Yemeni govern-
ment to handle the serious humanitarian
situation in Yemen, which is the result of
irresponsible practices by Houthi militias,
he said. In this context, the GCC chief
appreciated humanitarian aid extended by
Saudi Arabia and other GCC member states
to alleviate the humanitarian situation in
Yemen. The GCC foreign ministers lauded
the recent UNSC Resolution 2216 on
Yemen, and called for fully putting it in
place in order to restore security and stabil-
ity in Yemen, Zayani added.

On Iran’s nuclear program, the ministers
emphasized that the recent nuclear frame-
work agreement concluded by Iran and
P5+1 would lead to a final agreement that
could contribute to the promotion of secu-

rity and stability in the entire region by
ensuring a peaceful nuclear program and
putting it under the full IAEA oversight,
Zayani said.

On April 2, Iran and six major powers
reached a framework deal in which Iran
agreed to reduce its nuclear program, and
in return, the US and five other powers
agreed to lift certain sanctions imposed on
Tehran. Iran and the six major powers,
namely, the US, Britain, France, Russia,
China and Germany, have set June 30 as
the deadline for a final deal.

The GCC foreign ministers finally wel-
comed the recent reshuffle in Saudi Arabia
and congratulated new officials. First
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad
Al-Sabah led the Kuwaiti delegation that
participated in the meeting. — KUNA

Envoy confirms citizen’s

death in Casablanca

KUWAIT: A Kuwaiti businessman was found dead at his
home near Casablanca, Kuwait Ambassador to Morocco
Shamlan Al-Romi said Thursday.

“The victim, identified as Adel Al-Falah, in his 40s, was
killed two days ago in an apparent act of robbery and the
Moroccan law-enforcers managed within 24 hours, to
arrest the suspected robber,” Ambassador Romi told
KUNA. The suspect was found to be a former guard of the
victim’s villa; the police found with him some cash and
personal belongings of the victim, he said. The incident
took place in Busekkoreh town, near Casablanca, the
ambassador noted.

“Upon receiving notification of the incident from the
local police, the Embassy in Rabat designated two officials
of the consulate in Casablanca - Mishari Al-Mutairi and
Naif Al-Mutairi, to go to the venue of the incident and
oversee the developments. Arrangements for sending the
victim’s body back home will complete tonight,” the
ambassador added, voicing condolences to the family of
the victim. — KUNA

GCC FMs hail Saudi-led campaign in Yemen

NEW YORK: Kuwait Permanent Representative to the UN
Mansour Ayyad Al-Otaibi reaffirmed Kuwait’s unshaken commit-
ment to the outcomes of conferences on nuclear non-prolifera-
tion and disarmament.

Delivering his country’s statement to the 2015 Review
Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation
of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) on Thursday, Ambassador Otaibi said
Kuwait believes in the central role of the NPT in promoting inter-
national peace and security. Kuwait attaches great importance to
the efforts meant to realize the objectives of the NPT and ensure
peaceful use of nuclear energy, he stressed.

The current conference coincides with delicate conditions
with the focus being place, unlike the last session five years ago,
on the viability of the denuclearization efforts rather than the
best ways to do so, Otaibi said.

He urged the nuclear powers to double efforts to reduce their
arsenals in keeping with their respective commitments to the rel-
evant bilateral and multi-lateral accords, as a prelude to ridding
the world of these serious weapons of mass destruction. The
nuclear powers must, in the meantime, give the non-nuclear
countries sufficient assurances that they will not use or threaten
to use their nuclear powers against the latter pursuant to the NPT
provisions, he said.

Iran’s nuclear program
In this connection, Kuwait welcomes the Joint Comprehensive

Plan of Action (JCPOA), reached in Lausanne, Switzerland, in early
April by Iran and the P5+1 regarding Iran’s nuclear program,
ambassador Otaibi went on. Kuwait calls on Iran to cooperate in a
more transparent way with the International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) with a view to applying the nuclear safeguards
and removing ambiguity shrouding its nuclear program. Kuwait,
as well as other countries of the Gulf region, hopes that the
framework JCPOA will lead to a final agreement between Iran
and the P5+1 by June 30, 2015, he added.

The Review Conference, being held between April 27 and May
22, at the UN headquarters under the chairmanship of
Ambassador Taous Feroukhi, of Algeria, aims to consider, inter
alia, the universality of the NPT, the nuclear disarmament and
non-proliferation, strengthening the nuclear safeguards, and
measures to advance the peaceful use of nuclear energy.

The NPT is a landmark international treaty whose objective is
to prevent the spread of nuclear weapons and weapons technol-
ogy, to promote cooperation in the peaceful uses of nuclear
energy and to further the goal of achieving nuclear disarmament
and general and complete disarmament. — KUNA

Kuwait committed

to NPT objectives
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MILAN: Prime Minister of Italy Matteo Renzi officially opened yes-
terday the major global commercial fair known as Expo Milano 2015
with food as the overriding theme.

Attending the opening ceremony was Kuwait’s Minister of
Information and State Minister for Youth Affairs Sheikh Salman Sabah
Salem Al-Hmoud Al-Sabah as the personal representative of His
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah. Representatives of 145 countries are in Milan for the fair, which
boasts 54 national pavilions and remains open until October 31 of
this year.

The fair brings together countries whose aggregate populations
amount to 93 percent of the world population, thus encompassing a
vast array of cultures and religions that together mingle and dialogue
for closer understanding of the human race and its ambitions for the
future, Renzi said in a speech opening the expo.

Watershed event
He indicated in his speech that the expo is a watershed event that

comes at a time when the world is wracked with myriad problems
that seek immediate solutions such as terrorism, illegal immigration,
and the Middle East impasse, for example. Numerous world organiza-
tions and civil society groups are cooperating at the expo to propa-
gate a Milano Declaration calling for food security and proper nutri-
tion for all nations.

On the other hand, and in a televised message to fair-goers, Pope
Francis underscored the necessity, while enjoying a food fair, to take a
moment to remember the hungry and the infirm who lose their lives
due to either lack of food or malnutrition.

The Kuwaiti pavilion at the fair will officially be opened today. It
occupies 2,800 square meters of space and is themed ‘Challenge of
Nature.’ It shows how the Kuwaitis made the desert inhabitable, and
continue to do so, using education, technology, science and renew-
able energy to establish a modern, vibrant and growing community
which can contribute to global development and to feeding the
world.

Leadership’s insight
Sheikh Salman had stated upon arrival in Italy Thursday that

Kuwait’s participation in the global six-month event is part of insight
by the country’s leadership, topped with HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to offer Kuwait as a major partner in
international events. He added that participation in the event will also
affirm Kuwait’s civilized and humanitarian role on the world level.

The Representative of HH the Premier is accompanied by a dele-
gation from the Ministry of Information and the National Council for
Culture, Arts and Letters (NCCL). They were received by Kuwaiti
Ambassador to Italy Sheikh Ali Al-Khaled Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, General

Kuwaiti pavilion at Milan Expo 
mixes culture, scientific aspects

Minister of Information and State Minister for Youth Affairs Sheikh Salman Sabah Salem Al-Hmoud Al-Sabah is pictured with some members of Kuwait’s delegation
outside Kuwait’s pavilion.

Prime Minister of Italy Matteo Renzi delivers his speech at the inauguration of Expo Milano 2015.

Rome’s Mayor Ignazio Marino tours Kuwait’s pavilion in the presence of Sheikh Salman Al-Hmoud Al-Sabah.
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Consul in Milan Abdulnasser Bukhadhour, Board Chairman and
Director General of Kuwait News Agency (KUNA) Sheikh Mubarak Al-
Duaij Al-Sabah and general commissioner of the Kuwait pavilion,
Ministry of Information Assistant Undersecretary for External
Information Faisal Al-Mutallaqem.

This is the fourth time Kuwait takes part in Expo, after Sevilla Expo
1992, Barcelona Expo 1998 and Zaragoza Expo 2008, Sheikh Salman
said. This time, it coincides with the 50th anniversary of establishing
diplomatic ties between Kuwait and Italy, he noted.

Expo Milano 2015 is held under the theme ‘Feeding the Planet,
energy for Life,’ offering a humanitarian and development message,
Sheikh Salman said.  This is the same message Kuwait bears under HH
the Amir, a Humanitarian Leader who spares no effort to deliver it for
the good of humanity, he said.

Extraordinary mix
The aim of Kuwait’s pavilion is to present the extraordinary mix of

culture and tradition as well as the contemporary and scientific
aspects which form the foundation of Kuwaiti culture. The basic
design of the pavilion resembles the sails of a dhow, a traditional
wooden boat which is still in use today in the Arabian Gulf. With its
design, the Kuwaiti pavilion references one of the greatest challenges
Kuwait faces due to its geographical location, its climate, vegetation
and water. The second part of the pavilion, toward the back, consists
of a greenhouse in which numerous hydroponically cultivated plants
which serve as shade can be discovered.

Expo Milano 2015 is a major international exhibition that has been
held every five years since the 19th century. Covering 272 Acres, the
event expects an estimated 29 million visitors from May 1 to October
31, 2015. More than 140 participating countries will showcase the
best of their technology, which will offer answers to questions revolv-
ing around health, safety and better food nourishment. —KUNA

Rome’s Mayor Ignazio Marino signs the guest book at Kuwait’s
pavilion, in the presence of Sheikh Salman Al-Hmoud Al-
Sabah. —Kuwait TV’s instagram, KUNA and AFP photos

Information Minister Sheikh Salman Al-Hmoud Al-
Sabah presents a memento to Rome’s Mayor Ignazio
Marino at Kuwait’s pavilion.

MILAN: People visit the pavilion of Kuwait on May 1,
2015 in Milan on the opening day of the Universal
Exposition Expo Milano 2015. 

Information Minister Sheikh Salman Al-Hmoud Al-Sabah visits Qatar’s pavilion at Expo Milano 2015.

A wall of water that reads in Arabic, ‘life,’ is pictured
at the entrance of the Pavilion of Kuwait at the Expo
Milano 2015 on May 1, 2015 in Milan on the opening
day of the Universal Exposition.

People visit the pavilion of Kuwait on the opening
day of the Universal Exposition Expo Milano 2015,
on May 1, 2015 in Milan.

People visit the pavillon of Kuwait on the opening
day of the Universal Exposition Expo Milano 2015,
on May 1, 2015 in Milan.

A woman stands in front of the Pavilion of Kuwait at
the Expo Milano 2015 on May 1, 2015 in Milan on
the opening day of the Universal Exposition.
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By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Fourteen people were injured
when a bus collided with a truck on King
Fahd Road yesterday. Eight ambulances
and two helicopters were dispatched to
the scene. The injured people, including
three with critical injuries, were trans-
ferred to Adan hospital.

217,000 Captagon pills
Customs department in cooperation

with the Drugs Control General
Department foiled an attempt to smug-
gle 217,000 Captagon tablets hidden in
a wooden piano which arrived from
Lebanon.

Cats saved
Firemen rescued 10 trapped cats

after a fire broke out in a Jabriya house.
Owners of the house evacuated it
before the arrival of firemen and the

cats were left behind. Meanwhile,
Farwaniya firemen put out a fire in a car
following a collision. No injuries were
reported.

Jleeb crackdown
Farwaniya police along with the

Municipality personel carried out a cam-
paign in Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh resulting in
the arrest of several expats. Some are
wanted for various cases including theft.

A number of military uniforms were
found and confiscated.

Ministry employee charged
The Interior Ministry said the Director

General of Service Centers Maj Gen
Adeeb Al-Suwaidan referred an employ-
ee at the Jaber Al-Ali Service Center to
criminal detectives after he noticed him
using a computer outside working
hours. He was caught and sent for ques-
tioning.

Suicide cases
The body of a Bangladeshi prisoner

was recovered by the coroner after he
hanged himself  in his cell .  He was
jailed for forgery. In a separate case, a
domestic helper committed suicide at
her sponsor’s house by hanging herself
with her headscarf.

Maid beats kid
A citizen told police that she saw a

maid beating a small  chi ld in the
street. A police patrol went to the area
and took the maid and chi ld to
Sulaibiya police station. Police are
investigating. The maid is a 35-year-old
Ethiopian.

Fatal OD
A Kuwaiti  citizen, 31, died of an

overdose yesterday in his Sabah Al-
Salem house. Pills and heroin were
found next to the body.

14 hurt in bus-truck collision

10 cars rescued from house fire

An air ambulance helicopter waits as a civilian is being carted away from the crash scene in King Fahd Road. Plastic bags containing Captagon tablets are pic-
tured after they were taken out from a wooden
piano shipment coming from Lebanon.

The cats are pictured after they were rescued by firemen.

A fireman extinguishes a fire in a vehicle in Farwaniya.Detainees arrested during the Jleeb crackdown.The military uniforms confiscated in Jleeb.

KUWAIT: A student at a Public Authority for
Applied Education and Training (PAAET) insti-
tute was harassed by a man, so she sought
the help of a traffic policeman who was in
front of the institute when the suspect
approached her and put his hand over her
mouth before escaping. The policeman took
the student to Shuwaikh police station,
where she filed a complaint. Detectives are
working on the case.

Search for conmen
Two Egyptians tricked two others and

took KD 3,000 after making them believe

they can employ them in a major compa-
ny, then escaped. Detectives are hunting
for the two.

Visa violators arrested
Fourteen Ethiopians were arrested in a

popular Hawally café, seven of whom are arti-
cle 20 visa holders. The arrest was made by
visa detectives

Bootleggers caught
Three Indians were arrested for selling

l i q u o r  i n  K h a i t a n .  R e s i d e n c y  A f f a i r s
Department detectives, who launched a

campaign in Khaitan,  suspected three
persons carrying several bottles of water,
but when checked, the water was found
to be liquor. The three were also in viola-
tion of visa regulations, and said they sell
the liquor to juveniles. They were sent to
concerned authorities. 

Drunk man detained
A drunk man lost his way and entered the

customs area in Nuwaiseeb, and was arrested
holding two bottles and drinking from one of
them. The suspect, a citizen, was handed to
concerned authorities.

Fugitive at large
A citizen escaped from police after firing

at them, and hit four patrol cars in the
process. One of the suspect’s brothers threw
stones at a patrol car, who was arrested and
sent to Naeem police station. The fugitive is
being sought.

Suicide attempt
A citizen slashed his wrist with a razor

blade in an attempt to kill himself in the toilet
of a mosque. He was rushed to Farwaniya
Hospital in critical condition. 

—Al-Rai

Student harassed at PAAET

L O C A L
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Pope stokes flames 
ahead of US trip

Kobani still a ghost town, 
months after IS liberation

GORKHA: This photo taken yesterday shows an elderly man posing for a photo on the ruins of his damaged home in Paslang village. — AFP 

KATHMANDU: Fresh croissants emerged from a popular bakery
and were quickly snapped up. Farmers delivered fresh produce and
lines disappeared at gasoline stations.  Slowly, life edged back
toward a semblance of normal in Nepal’s quake-hit capital yesterday
as residents packed up tents and moved indoors.

As rescue workers continued to comb the rubble in Kathmandu
for survivors, the government said it was giving the equivalent of
$1,000 to families of each victim killed in Saturday’s earthquake, and
another $400 for funeral costs, according to state-run Nepal Radio.
The death toll from the mammoth quake climbed to 6,260, police
said, including those who died in an avalanche on Mount Everest,
plus more than 60 elsewhere in the region. The city got a lift
Thursday when two survivors, including a 15-year-old boy, were res-
cued after being buried in debris for five days.

Although poorer sections of the city remained strewn with col-
lapsed buildings, there were visibly fewer tents standing in a central
part of Kathmandu that had been packed with people in the first
few days after the magnitude-7.8 quake hit amid repeated after-
shocks. Krishna Maharjan, a farmer on the outskirts, brought green
onions and cauliflower on his bicycle into the city.

“We are trying to get as much fresh food to the people as possi-
ble,” he said. “I feel it is our small contribution. But that’s what we
can do and every little bit helps.” More than 130,000 houses were
reportedly destroyed, according to the UN humanitarian office. Its
chief, Valerie Amos, landed in Nepal for a three-day visit to meet vic-
tims and local leaders.

‘Immense logistical challenges’
Amos told reporters there were “immense logistical challenges”

for aid workers trying to get aid to isolated, mountainside villages
where helicopters can’t land and roads have often been destroyed.
“Of course we are worried that it is taking so long to get to people
who desperately need aid. Some of those villages are virtually flat-
tened. But it’s very, very hard to see how we’re going to get to
them,” said Amos, who saw some of those places by air yesterday.

In the past 48 hours, the UN Children’s Fund, or UNICEF, has
delivered nearly 30 metric tons of supplies, including tents, water
purification tablets, and first aid and hygiene kits. Nepal appealed to
international donors yesterday to send more tents and tarpaulins,
along with grain, salt and sugar.

“We have received things like tuna fish and mayonnaise. What
good are those things for us? We need grains, salt and sugar,”
Finance Minister Ram Sharan Mahat said. Information Minister
Minedra Risal said Nepal immediately needs 400,000 tents but so far
has only been able to provide 29,000 to people in need. A European
Union official said about 1,000 people from Europe are still unac-
counted for and had not reached out to their embassies since the
earthquake struck. EU Ambassador to Nepal Rensje Teerink told
reporters yesterday that “of course doesn’t mean they are dead. It
just means they haven’t reported back.”

Most of the people came as tourists and trekkers, and many do
not register with their embassies. A group of Nepal’s Gurkhas serv-
ing the British army have rushed back home to help their quake-hit
countrymen get clean drinking water. The soldiers from the Queen’s
Gurkha Engineers Unit on Thursday set up a portable water purifica-
tion unit on the Kathmandu grounds of the old royal palace. “I am
just glad I could serve my countrymen when they really needed
something so necessary like clean drinking water,” said Cpl. Bhesh
Gurung, 34. “I have been away for 13 years serving in a foreign land
and finally I can do something for my motherland.” — AP 

Life crawling back to normal in quake-hit Kathmandu
Residents pack up tents and move indoors
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Grave of migrant
prison camp found

in Thailand
BANGKOK: Authorities in Thailand uncovered a mass
grave in an abandoned jungle camp yesterday believed
to contain the remains of migrants from Myanmar and
Bangladesh, a grisly find in a region notorious for people-
smuggling routes. The discovery was made at a remote
camp in Sadao district, in Songkhla province bordering
Malaysia, and comes as Thailand’s junta cracks down on
human trafficking following accusations that officials
have been complicit in the trade.

The border area with Malaysia is notorious for its net-
work of secret camps where smuggled migrants are held,
usually against their will until relatives pay up hefty ran-
soms. “There are 32 graves, four bodies have now been
exhumed and are on their way... to hospital for an autop-
sy,” Sathit Thamsuwan, a rescue worker who was at the
scene soon after the site was found, told AFP, saying it
was unclear how they had died.

“The bodies were all decayed,” he said, adding a single
emaciated man from Bangladesh survived and was being
treated at a hospital in nearby Padang Besar. National
police Chief General Somyot Poompanmoung described
the site as a virtual “prison camp” where migrants were
held in makeshift bamboo cells. “There are 32 places that
look like graves and whether there is one body or several
bodies in those graves, we will we have to wait and see,”
he said. He said the smugglers were believed to have
abandoned the sick man when they moved Rohingya
migrants across the border into Malaysia two days ago. 

Local media said the camp and its lone survivor were
stumbled upon by villagers looking for mushrooms. The
hospital confirmed the Bangladeshi man had survived
and said he was in a stable condition. A senior official
from Sadao said exhumations had now stopped pending
the arrival of forensic teams.

Dangerous crossings 
Tens of thousands of migrants from Myanmar, mainly

from the Rohingya Muslim minority but also increasingly
from Bangladesh, make the dangerous sea crossing to
southern Thailand, a well-worn trafficking route often on
the way south to Malaysia and beyond. Thousands of
Rohingya-described by the UN as one of the world’s most
persecuted minorities-have fled deadly communal unrest
in western Myanmar’s Rakhine state since 2012.

Chris Lewa, from the Arakan Project which monitors
the smuggling routes, said survivors of the jungle camps
often described horrific conditions as they waited for rela-
tives to pay ransoms. “If police find a camp and start dig-
ging you can bet they will find graves,” she told AFP. Last
week UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon described the
condition of such camps as “untenable”, adding that their
existence should “remain a matter of profound concern
for the international community”.

Thailand has been criticised in the past for pushing
boatloads of Rohingya entering Thai waters back out to
sea, and for holding migrants in overcrowded facilities.
The ruling junta says it has taken significant steps to com-
bat trafficking since June, when the United States
dumped Thailand to the bottom of its list of countries
accused of failing to tackle modern-day slavery.

In January, Thai authorities confirmed more than a
dozen government officials-including senior policemen
and a navy officer-were being prosecuted for involve-
ment or complicity in human trafficking. Lewa said the
junta’s crackdown had forced many Thai smugglers into
hiding, reducing the numbers held in jungle camps in
recent months. But smugglers have simply switched tac-
tics, she said, keeping desperate migrants in rickety boats
at sea for endless weeks.

“We fear there may be thousands stuck at sea because
they can’t disembark.  The camps have effectively been
transferred from the jungle to international waters,” she
said. Two weeks ago she interviewed a 15-year-old boy
who had made it to Malaysia. Rather than hold him in a
Thai jungle camp, he was kept for six weeks on a boat,
awaiting payment from his relatives. “During his time at
sea he said he saw at least 30 people die. They were
thrown overboard,” she said. —AFP 

SURUC: The battle for the Syrian border
town of Kobani was a watershed in the war
against the Islamic State group - Syrian
Kurdish forces fought the militants in rub-
ble-strewn streets for months as US aircraft
pounded the extremists from the skies
until ultimately expelling them from the
town earlier this year.

It was the Islamic State’s bloodiest
defeat to date in Syria. But now, three
months since Kobani was liberated, tens of
thousands of its residents are still stranded
in Turkey, reluctant to return to a waste-
land of collapsed buildings and at a loss as
to how and where to rebuild their lives.
The Kurdish town on the Turkish-Syrian
border is still a haunting, apocalyptic vista
of hollowed out facades and streets lit-
tered with unexploded ordnance - a testi-
mony to the massive price that came with
the victory over IS.

There is no electricity or clean water,
nor any immediate plans to restore basic
services and start rebuilding. While grateful
for the US airstrikes that helped turn the
tide in favor of the Kobani fighters and
drive out IS militants, residents say their
wretched situation underscores the lack of
any serious follow-up by the international
community in its war against IS.

‘Who is going to help us rebuild?’
“First, Islamic State fighters were holed

up in our home and then the American
planes bombed it,” said Sabah Khalil,
pointing from across the border in Suruc,
Turkey, to where her family house in
Kobani is now a pile of crumpled cement.
“Who is going to help us rebuild? That’s
what everyone is asking,” she added, sit-
ting on a stone outside her tent, soaking in
the spring sun as children in tattered shoes
played nearby.

For four ferocious months, Kobani was
the focus of the international media after IS
militants barreled into the town and sur-
rounding villages, triggering an exodus of
some 300,000 residents who poured across
the border into Turkey. The battle for
Kobani became the centerpiece of the cam-
paign against IS. Dozens of TV crews
flocked to the Turkish side of the border
and from a hill, trained their cameras on the
besieged town, recording plumes of smoke
rising from explosions as the US-led coali-
tion pounded IS hideouts inside the town.

In late January, the Kurdish fighters
finally ousted the Islamic State from the
town - a significant victory for both the
Kurds and the U.S.-led coalition. For IS,
which by some estimates lost around 2,000
fighters in Kobani, it was a defeat that
punctured the group’s image and sapped
morale. But the price was daunting.

Ruined city
Today more than 70 percent of Kobani

lies in ruins. More than 560 Kurdish fighters
died in the battles. About 70,000 of the
refugees have returned to the town and
surrounding areas, some only to pitch
tents outside their destroyed homes,
according to Aisha Afandi, co-chair of the
Kurdish Democratic Union Party, or PYD.
With no outside help, the Kurdish fighters
use primitive tools to dismantle mines and
booby traps left behind by IS militants. The
rotting bodies of dead fighters are still
trapped under the rubble, and as the
weather gets warmer, there are concerns
of spreading disease.

Afandi said an appeal for international
donors and Kurdish communities every-
where will be launched at a Kurdish confer-
ence on Kobani, due May 2 in the mainly
Kurdish-populated city of Diyarbakir in

Turkey. There are also plans to transform
parts of the town center into a museum,
she added. “It is important for future gen-
erations to remember the history that was
made here,” she said over the telephone
from Kobani.

Three times a week, when Turkish offi-
cials open the gate at the Mursitpinar bor-
der crossing for a few hours, refugees trick-
le back into Kobani. On a recent day, a few
dozen people carrying suitcases and bags
were at the gate, waiting to cross. Vans
loaded with mattresses and other belong-
ings were lined up on a dirt road. At the
nearby Arin Mirxan camp in Suruc, named
after a female Kurdish fighter in Kobani
who is said to have carried out a suicide
bombing against IS militants in October,
the hopelessness is on full display.

Ali Hussein and his mother Zalikha
Qader sit next to each other in the camp,
eating roasted pumpkin seeds and wiling
the time away. In nearby “Tent Number 3,”
Shahin Tamo, 21, takes care of his 7-year-
old brother Sarwan, a skeletal child with
large eyes who suffers from a serious neu-
rological condition. They are here with their
parents, two brothers and two sisters. Their
Kobani home was looted and burnt.

“Everything is gone. Our house, my edu-
cation, my future,” Tamo said. “Who will
compensate that?” At least once a day,
camp residents go out to the main street to
greet a procession bringing in fallen
Kurdish fighters from inside Syria. The bod-
ies, in simple wooden coffins draped in the
Kurdish red, white and green-color flag, are
the tragic toll of still ongoing fighting back
home between the main Kurdish militia
known as the People’s Protection Units, or
YPG, and IS militants in areas around
Kobani. “Your blood will not go in vain!” the
refugees shouted in Kurdish. —AP 

Kobani still a ghost town, 
months after IS liberation 

No plans to restore basic services, rebuilding

SURUC: Kurdish refugee boy, Sarwan Tamo, 7, who suffers from a serious neurological condition and who
fled Kobani with his family after their home was looted and burnt, lies on the ground in the entrance to his
tent at the Arin Mirxan refugee camp. —AP



Palestinians too 
could face war 

crimes probe
JERUSALEM: The International Criminal Court’s chief prosecu-
tor has said she is weighing opening war crimes investigations
into Palestinians as well as Israelis after Palestine joined the
tribunal’s jurisdiction last month. Fatou Bensouda rejected
Israeli fears of bias by the court, promising to consider the evi-
dence “independently and impartially without fear or favor,”
in an interview published by Israel’s liberal Haaretz newspaper
yesterday. “We will of course look into the alleged crimes
committed by all sides to the conflict. I have made this clear to
both Israeli and Palestinian officials,” she said.

Bensouda said that so far her deliberations were still at a
preliminary stage and no investigation had been opened into
anyone from either side. “At this stage we are not investigat-
ing, as a decision on whether to open an investigation in the
situation of Palestine has not been made,” she said. Bensouda
began a preliminary examination in January of whether there
was sufficient evidence to warrant opening war crimes investi-
gations into last summer’s conflict in the Gaza Strip between
Israel and Palestinian Islamist movement Hamas. Israel brand-
ed her decision “absurd”.

A UN report released on Monday found Israel responsible
for seven deadly strikes on UN schools used as shelters during
the conflict, but also found that Palestinian militants had used
vacant schools as weapons stores and possibly also as firing
positions. Palestine formally joined the ICC on April 1, extend-
ing its jurisdiction to the West Bank, including annexed east
Jerusalem, as well as Gaza. —AFP
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ADEN: The United Nations warned fuel
shortages threaten to halt all relief oper-
ations in Yemen “within days” as Saudi-
led air strikes and ground fighting killed
47 people in second city Aden. Gulf
Arab states rejected any neutral venue
for UN-brokered peace talks as a confi-
dential UN report supported their alle-
gations that regional rival Tehran had
been arming Yemen’s Houthi Shiite
rebels since 2009.

Yemen was the poorest Arab country
even before the rebellion against now
exiled President Abedrabbo Mansour
Hadi escalated last year and UN agen-
cies said Thursday that millions were at
risk from any halt to food distributions.
The bombing campaign launched by a
Saudi-led coalition of Sunni Arab states
on March 26 has virtually halted the
delivery of both humanitarian aid and
commercial goods, including fuel. UN
chief Ban Ki-moon said the lack of fuel
was preventing agencies on the ground
from distributing even those stocks
already inside the country, most of
which are in the hands of rebels who
are under a UN arms embargo.

“Humanitarian operations will end
within days unless fuel supplies are
restored,” Ban said. He called for an
“immediate resumption of fuel imports
to avoid making the already catastroph-
ic humanitarian situation in Yemen
even worse.” The World Food Program
said it was halting its food distribution
in Yemen due to the severe fuel short-
age. The agency is in urgent need of
more than 200,000 liters of fuel to be
able to continue distributing food sup-

plies already in its warehouses, stocks
that can feed 1.5 million people for one
month.

Nearly 1,250 dead 
The World Health Organization said

that as of Monday 1,244 had been con-
firmed killed in fighting in Yemen since
March 19. It said that the collapse of
access to health care had also fanned
the spread of epidemic diseases, with
44 alerts of suspected outbreaks of dis-
eases including measles, dengue fever
and meningitis.

A hospital official in Aden yesterday
said the latest Saudi-led air strikes and
ground fighting between the rebels and
Hadi loyalists had killed 47 people. They
comprised eight civilians, 10 loyalists
and 29 rebels and allied troops, the offi-
cial said.  The southern port city has
been the scene of fierce fighting for
more than a month. Residents said that
overnight air strikes targeted rebel rein-
forcement convoys headed to the city
from the neighboring southern
provinces of Abyan and Lahj.

Early last week, Riyadh announced a
halt to the coalition air war but it has
kept up its air strikes every day since.
The UN chief renewed his call for an
immediate ceasefire and said, short of
that, there should be humanitarian
pauses in areas affected by the fighting.
But Saudi King Salman and his son and
Defense Minister Prince Mohammed,
newly elevated to deputy crown prince
earlier this week, have staked immense
political capital in the campaign to rein-
state Hadi and have said repeatedly that

it will go on until the rebels concede.

Peace through Riyadh 
Gulf foreign ministers on Thursday

rejected any venue for the UN talks
except Riyadh, anathema for the rebels.
Iran has proposed holding United
Nations talks on ending the war at a
neutral venue, excluding all countries
from the coalition. But in a statement
after talks at a Riyadh air base, the six
Gulf Cooperation Council member
states “affirmed their support to inten-
sive efforts by the legitimate Yemeni
government to hold a conference under
the umbrella of the GCC secretariat in
Riyadh.”

Tehran has repeatedly denied
Riyadh’s charges of arming the rebels
but a confidential UN report seen by
AFP on Thursday gave support to the
Saudi allegations. The report by a panel
of experts on the findings of an investi-
gation into the 2013 seizure by Yemeni
authorities of an Iranian ship, the Jihan,
was presented to the Security Council’s
Iran sanctions committee last week. 

The information collected by the
experts “suggests that the Jihan case
follows a pattern of arms shipments to
Yemen by sea that can be traced back
to at least 2009,” the report said. Saudi
Arabia said its forces on Thursday killed
dozens of rebels who had attempted
their first retaliatory ground incursion of
the five-week air war. The Saudi defense
ministry said that three of its troops had
been killed but that the assault had
been repulsed with the loss of dozens of
rebel fighters and allied troops. —AFP

UN warns Yemen aid 
as 47 killed in Aden

Bombing halts humanitarian aid and commercial goods

Iran congratulates 
new Saudi FM 

despite tensions
TEHRAN: Iran’s Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif
congratulated his newly-installed Saudi counterpart on his
appointment, Iranian media reported yesterday, even as
tensions flare between the rival regional powers over
Yemen. Zarif said he hoped that “relations between the
Islamic Republic of Iran and the Saudi monarchy will
develop” following the nomination of Adel Al-Jubeir as
Riyadh’s top diplomat. 

Tensions between Sunni-dominated Saudi Arabia and
Shiite Iran have soared following the launch in March of a
Riyadh-led aerial campaign against Shiite Houthi rebels in
Yemen. The regional adversaries have long vied for influ-
ence in the Middle East, including in the conflicts in Syria
and Iraq and in confession ally-mixed countries such as
Lebanon and Bahrain.  Iran denies providing arms to
Houthi rebels in Yemen and is insisting on a complete end
to Saudi-led strikes as a condition for peace talks in the
impoverished Gulf nation. A former envoy to Washington,
Jubeir was appointed foreign minister in a major govern-
ment shake-up in the oil-rich kingdom earlier this week,
replacing the world’s longest-serving chief diplomat,
Prince Saud Al-Faisal. —AFP 

TAEZ: Yemeni armed men, from the Popular Resistance Committees loyal to Yemen’s fugitive President
Abedrabbo Mansour Hadi, perform Friday prayers following a demonstration. —AFP 

Mohammad Javad Zarif
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VATICAN CITY: File photo shows Pope Francis Pope holds the book of Gospels as he presides over Chrism Mass in St
Peter’s Basilica.— AP 

VATICAN CITY: When Pope Francis visits the United States
this fall, he can expect the same rock-star adulation that greets
him wherever he goes. But his positions on hot-button issues
such as the death penalty and climate change could quickly
set the stage for conflict. That may explain why Francis has
been clearing the decks on a host of less high-profile matters
of contention that could also have marred the visit.

In a matter of a few short weeks, Francis abruptly ended
the Vatican’s deeply contested investigation of US nuns and
engineered the removal of an American bishop who failed to
report a suspected sex abuser. Had he left those issues to fes-
ter, they would certainly have cast a cloud over the historic
trip - which will include the first papal address to the US
Congress.

Today Francis will try to address another controversy over
his planned canonization of an 18th century Franciscan mis-
sionary, Junipero Serra, accused by Native Americans of run-
ning a genocidal machine that tortured indigenous converts
and spread disease. Francis will celebrate a Mass in Serra’s
honor at the main US seminary in Rome. While Francis’ popu-
larity ratings in the United States rival those of St John Paul II,
he is not without his detractors. Conservative Republicans pri-
vately grumble about his views on global warming and immi-
gration, and his vehement opposition to the death penalty.
Here is a look at how Francis has recently stoked flames on
some key issues and resolved others.

Climate change
Francis got a big thumbs-up this week for his green agenda

from U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon, who said his
upcoming environment encyclical could be a game-changer
in the run-up to climate change talks in Paris at the end of the
year. Ban was the keynote speaker at a Vatican conference
bringing together Nobel Prize-winning scientists, Francis’ key
environmental advisers and faith leaders. They were unani-
mous in agreeing that climate change is real, mostly man-
made, hardest on the poorest, and a problem that only collec-
tive action can solve. Many Republicans have opposed efforts
to reduce fossil fuels and other pollutants that contribute to
global warming, and some deny that human activity is respon-
sible. The conference’s host had choice words for such skep-

tics: “It’s the same people who defend the oil industry,” said
Monsignor Sanchez Sorondo, one of Francis’ top advisers. “It’s
the lobby of profit.”

Death penalty
Francis has gone well beyond his predecessors - and

Catholic Church teaching - in saying there is simply no justifi-
cation for the death penalty today. “Inadmissible,” he calls it,
“regardless of how grave the crime.” He has called life prison
terms a “hidden death penalty” and solitary confinement a
“form of torture” - and said both should be abolished. The
pope’s advocacy won him an award this week from the Hands
Off Cain anti-capital punishment advocacy group. The United
States is in the Top 10 list of countries that still execute peo-
ple, along with China, Iran, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Somalia, Sudan
and North Korea. While capital punishment has many support-
ers in the US - it’s legal in more than 30 states - even some
conservatives are coming out against it. Princeton University’s
Robert George, a leading conservative Catholic intellectual,
recently wrote to Kansas’ governor urging him to repeal the
death penalty. The bishops of Massachusetts have issued their
own appeal for Boston Marathon bomber Dzhokhar Tsarnaev
to be spared the death penalty, amid sentencing hearings this
week.

Sex abuse
Another potential problem issue that could have marred

the papal visit concerned Bishop Robert Finn of Kansas City,
Missouri, who remained in office for nearly three years after
being convicted of failing to report a suspected child abuser.
Victims and advocacy groups had held up Finn as Exhibit A of
how Francis still doesn’t get it on sex abuse. That’s something
no pope would want to answer to on a trip to a country where
the Catholic Church has paid more than $3 billion in settle-
ments and fees related to the sex abuse scandal. On April 22,
Francis accepted Finn’s resignation following a Vatican investi-
gation. It’s unclear if the resignation was offered freely or if the
Vatican pressured him into it. A little-noticed Vatican law
issued in November may have had something to do with it: The
law included the novelty that higher church authorities could
ask a bishop to step down in certain circumstances. — AP

Pope stokes flames
ahead of US trip

Positions on divided issues set the stage for conflict 

ADDIS ABABA: On the walls of homes in the poor
Cherkos neighborhood of Ethiopia’s capital, the por-
traits of “martyrs” killed in their attempt to enter
Europe offer a grim warning. The murders of several
Ethiopian Christians last month in Libya horrified
Ethiopians and sparked global condemnation, includ-
ing from Pope Francis who expressed his “great dis-
tress and sadness”.

At least five of the victims out of the group of 28
migrants on the gruesome video were recognized as
coming from this poor neighborhood in the heart of
the Ethiopian capital and its tightly packed clusters of
simple brick, tin roof buildings. “We were about to
leave, now we will wait a bit, but not too long,” said
one young man aged around 20, sitting with friends,
all shocked by having watched the horrific execu-
tions on their mobile telephones. “In a few months
this will all be forgotten. But our situation has not
changed.”

Sitting on the side of the street and recounting
their frustrations, the three young men instead point
to the “20 or so” migrants who they say they know
have made it to Europe-to Malta, Sweden, Britain and
Germany. “They’ve transformed their lives and the
lives of their families,” one of them said. Ethiopia’s
economy is one of the best performers in Africa, and
foreign investment is pouring in. But without any
qualifications, the young men say they have little
hope of a good job-beyond laboring for around 50
biirs (just under $3) a day.

The way out is well-known: a bus ride to neighbor-
ing Sudan, then the crossing of the Sahara desert to
reach the Libyan capital Tripoli, which is 3,700 kilo-
meters from Addis Ababa. After that it’s a case of
finding a boat to Italy. In all ,  the journey coast
between $2,500 and $5,000, a fortune but one that
most think they can pay back as soon as they strike
gold in Europe. The lucky ones reach Europe in a few
weeks,  with Ethiopians declaring themselves
Eritreans in order to seek asylum. Some, however,
end up stuck in Libya, short of cash. Others simply
disappear.

‘Question of luck’ -
Baheru Lemme, who runs a church-based youth

association, is trying to convince young Ethiopians to
stay, but he admits that is a huge challenge. “Too
many families encourage their children to leave so
they can send back some money, rather than invest
instead in their education,” he said. “I tell them about
the dangers of the journey. I tell them they can
change their lives by staying here and working hard,
but they are pessimistic.”

Baheru said that even after the executions carried
out by Islamic State militants, two more locals have
left for Libya in recent days. “I tried to reason with
them, but they said that if they die then they’ll be
martyrs,” he said, adding he had given them a Bible
for their journey. Ethiopia’s government is also trying
to put off would-be migrants, with measures includ-
ing tougher laws against human traffickers. Not far
from where Baheru runs his church group, a funeral
was being held for Biruk Kassa, one of the victims
who appeared on the video. Among the mourners,
family friend Ferek admitted he still dreamt of Europe
despite the obvious risks.

“If I had the money to pay the smugglers, I’d go right
away,” he said, complaining that at 24 and even as a stu-
dent of marketing, he believed he had few prospects. In
Britain, however, he believed he could earn the equiva-
lent of a monthly salary in a day. As for the dangers of
the journey, he shrugs his shoulders: “Some make it,
others don’t. It’s a question of luck.” — AFP

Ethiopians
dream despite

drowning
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NEW DELHI: An official works in a room full of relief material for earthquake survivors at the Nepal Embassy in New
Delhi. — AFP  

POKHARA: At Pokhara airport in the Himalayas, Indian sol-
diers race back and forth loading rice, blankets, tarpaulins
and other aid onto waiting helicopters for delivery to Nepal’s
quake-devastated villages. In the ruined ancient town of
Bhaktapur outside the capital Kathmandu, Chinese rescuers
in blue uniforms search for survivors in the rubble of toppled
temples and homes.

Nepal’s overwhelmed government has been criticized by
frustrated residents, hundreds of thousands of whom are des-
perate for assistance after Saturday’s monster quake.  But for-
eign countries, with their medics, specialist rescuers and heli-
copter sorties, have won applause, with giant neighbor India
sometimes singled out for praise as the biggest provider.

“We are hungry, we have no food, and we’ve had no help
from our own government,” Arjun Budhathoki, 30, said as he
queued, along with thousands of others, for a bus out of
Kathmandu this week. “The Indian government is the only
one helping our citizens, they are doing so much for us,”
Budhathoki said. India and economic powerhouse China have
long vied for influence in the impoverished Himalayan coun-
try which was ripped apart by the quake, leaving more than
6,200 people dead. China has dispatched about 300 person-
nel to Nepal and announced about $10 million in aid so far,
according to state media.

‘Wiping the tears’ 
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi has promised to

“wipe the tears of every Nepali” while the country’s air force
alone has sent 950 personnel and dropped more than 400
tons of aid across the country. India’s hyperactive media have
devoted hours to the country’s assistance, including plucking
stranded climbers from Everest base camp. But analyst
Rajrishi Singhal said India’s efforts involved a degree of self-
interest. 

“We share a long border with Nepal and any turmoil there
can spill into India,” Singhal, senior fellow at the Gateway
House think tank in Mumbai, said. “It is in our interest to see
that Nepal gets back on its feet as soon as possible.” Singhal
said both India and China could play a significant role in
Nepal’s reconstruction once the relief effort has concluded.
“Affordable housing is one area where India can really help
Nepal because we have seen the large-scale devastation and
the way houses have been destroyed,” he said. “In that sense
when it comes to rebuilding and reconstruction, both India

and China must be prepared for the long haul in Nepal.”
Beijing has swept aside any suggestion it is being over-

shadowed by its rival in the quake zone, although it says it is
planning to “intensify our efforts in disaster relief”. “The assis-
tance shows that all the Asian countries are part of the com-
munity of common destiny and we will work together with
Nepal to help them rebuild their homeland as soon as possi-
ble,” foreign ministry spokesman Hong Lei said in Beijing on
Thursday. Nepal’s Foreign Minister Mahendra Bahadur
Pandey has attempted to strike a balance, saying his govern-
ment is grateful to its “very good friend” India, but also quick
to mention China.

Different zones 
“They (China) too are sending teams of people and medi-

cines,” Pandey said in an interview with the Indian Express
newspaper on Tuesday. “They are trying their best to rescue
our people. We have divided areas between India and China.”
Modi, a staunch Hindu nationalist, has made clear since being
elected last May that boosting India’s influence in its back-
yard is a priority.

But India has long struggled to compete with the financial
muscle of China, which has for years been building roads and
investing billions of dollars in hydropower and communica-
tions in Nepal. Chinese state media said last month that a rail-
way between Tibet and Nepal is under consideration that
could include a tunnel under Everest.

Beijing’s increasing role has raised alarm in Delhi amid
concerns China, already allied to Pakistan, is also forging clos-
er economic ties with other neighbors such as Sri Lanka and
the Maldives. China has in the past come under criticism for a
sluggish response to humanitarian crises, including after
Super Typhoon Haiyan in the Philippines in 2013 when it ini-
tially offered only $100,000.   

Analyst Amitabh Mattoo said this time China seemed to be
upping the ante. “China is using aid and help in Nepal as an
instrument of its foreign policy,” said Mattoo, a professor at
Delhi’s Jawaharlal Nehru University. At Pokhara airport, Indian
Wing Commander Suraj Shankar was oblivious to any jostle
for influence as he talked of his troops’ efforts.  “So far they’ve
evacuated up to 50 casualties and 180 stranded villagers.
They’ve dropped off about 16 tons of relief material,” he said.
“As far as India is concerned, obviously our neighbors are the
dearest to us and we would do anything to help.” — AFP 

Rivals India, China win 
hearts, minds in Nepal
‘Indian government is the only one helping’ 

NEW DELHI: A hugely popular Indian guru launched a
defense yesterday of one of his herbal drugs, whose
name claims to help women conceive sons, amid a
row embroiling Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s gov-
ernment. Baba Ramdev, who has millions of devotees
through his yoga TV show, said the drug helped with
infertility and not sex selection, a highly sensitive issue
in India where boys are preferred to girls.

“It has got nothing to do with sex selection....But if
the name is misleading, we will include a disclaimer
from the next batch onwards,” the saffron-robed
Ramdev told a news conference in New Delhi. The
drug, called “Divya Putrajeevak Beej” which translates
as “Divine Son-Bearing Seed” in English, sparked
uproar in parliament on Thursday with the opposition
demanding it be pulled from pharmacy shelves.

Health Minister Jagat Prakash Nadda told parlia-
ment that “the government will look into it and proper
action will be taken”.  The row is potentially embarrass-
ing for Modi and his ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
after Ramdev campaigned extensively for the Hindu
nationalist leader at last year’s general election.
Ramdev, who reportedly has a trust worth around
$250 million, a Scottish island and a global herbal
medicine business worth billions, courted controversy
two years ago when he offered to “cure” homosexuals
at his ashram.

“It’s a conspiracy to defame me. People who are
raising such questions have no knowledge about
nomenclatures and Ayurveda (a traditional form of
Indian medicine),” Ramdev said. Gender-selection is an
extremely sensitive topic in India where pre-natal sex
determination tests are illegal but rules are often flout-
ed to abort female fetuses. 

In January, Modi launched a nationwide campaign
aimed at reversing the skewed gender ratio, saying
placing more importance on sons was “a psychological
illness of the entire country”.  According to the 2011
census, the nation recorded just 914 female births for
every 1,000 male births owing to a preference for sons
who are seen as breadwinners in a highly patriarchal
society. — AFP 

Popular guru defends 
‘son-bearing’ medicine 

NEW DELHI: Indian yoga guru Baba Ramdev poses
with an ayurvedic health product during a press con-
ference.  — AFP 
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MANILA: The family of a Filipina on death row in Indonesia
returned home yesterday with scathing criticism of the
Philippine government’s alleged mishandling of her case.
Mary Jane Veloso’s mother said President Benigno Aquino
should not be credited for the 11th hour reprieve that saved
her daughter from death by firing squad on Wednesday. But
the family nonetheless expressed hope that Indonesia would
commute her death sentence or free her after the Filipina
maid’s alleged recruiter turned herself in to authorities this
week.

Indonesian President Joko Widodo stayed Veloso’s exe-
cution after Aquino asked that she be made a witness
against a human trafficking ring that duped her into smug-
gling drugs. Veloso was caught with 2.6 kilograms of heroin
at Yogyakarta airport five years ago. She claims the drugs
were sewn into her suitcase lining without her knowledge.

“We’ve returned home to the Philippines for payback...
This is not about money. The government owes us because
they tricked us,” 55-year-old Celia Veloso, wearing a “Save
Mary Jane” shirt, told reporters. In an apparent reference to
Aquino, she said: “He is telling the whole world that he
helped save my daughter’s life. That is not true. Get ready,
we are here to charge you. We will fight you.” Veloso’s sister,
Marites Veloso-Laurente, said the Philippine government
failed to provide her with a capable interpreter during her
trial. “Had the government not been remiss, my sister would
not have been in trouble,” she said.

‘We left prison with smiles’ 
Presidential spokeswoman Abigail Valte denied the

charge, saying that as early as 2011, Aquino asked then

president Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono for clemency. Aquino
also asked Widodo for clemency and a review of Veloso’s
case twice, Valte told AFP. “The records will bear out the
president’s actions very clearly... It is not an issue of who
gets credit, but more importantly, Mary Jane was able to get
a reprieve for her sentence,” she said.

Veloso’s alleged recruiter, Cristina Sergio, is under police
custody after she sought protection citing death threats.
The justice department is studying whether a human traf-
ficking and fraud complaint against her would merit filing in
court. “We owe it to the Indonesian government to under-
take and complete the investigation as soon as possible,”
Philippine foreign affairs spokesman Charles Jose said this
week.

Depending on the outcome of the investigation, Jose
said the Philippines may again seek clemency for Veloso.
Her sister thanked Widodo for the reprieve as she renewed
an appeal for compassion. “President Widodo, please study
my sister’s case very carefully. Please keep an open mind
and heart,” she said. Marites Veloso said the family last saw
Mary Jane at Yogyakarta prison on Thursday. “There were
lots of hugging and laughing. There was no trace of sadness
or worry in Mary Jane’s face,” she said.

“We left prison with smiles on our faces because we
know that we will see her again soon,” she said. While
Veloso was spared, seven other foreign drug convicts and
an Indonesian were executed as Widodo defied global
anger. Among those executed were Australians Myuran
Sukumaran and Andrew Chan, ringleaders of the so-called
“Bali Nine” drug ring, prompting Canberra to recall its
ambassador from Jakarta. —AFP

Death row Filipina’s family 
criticizes Philippine govt

‘Government owes us because they tricked us’

Japan ruling party
gears up to revise

constitution
TOKYO: Japan’s conservative ruling party is gearing up
for a new push to achieve its long-sought goal of revising
the country’s US-drafted post-World War II constitution.
Its first challenge: winning over a divided public. Liberal
Democratic Party lawmakers and other supporters rallied
Friday ahead of Sunday’s Constitution Day holiday, when
Japan’s democratic and war-renouncing charter took
effect 68 years ago.

The party, led by Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, has
resumed meetings of its constitution reform panel after a
2-year recess, and this week started distributing a cartoon
pamphlet to raise public awareness and drum up support.
Backers of a revision denounce the 1947 constitution as
one imposed by the United States, which occupied Japan
from the end of World War II until 1952. They say it’s out-
dated and inadequate for today’s society.

Amending the constitution won’t be easy. It requires
two-thirds approval by both houses of parliament fol-
lowed by a referendum. Abe’s ruling coalition controls
two-thirds of the lower house and hopes to do the same
in the upper house by winning elections in summer next
year. If successful, the Liberal Democrats hope to intro-
duce a proposed revision after the elections.

Hajime Funada, head of the Liberal Democrats’ team
promoting constitutional revision, said it’s time to begin
discussing details of a proposed revision. He says the par-
ty plans to make revisions in several waves, dealing with
related issues at the same time, and that he hopes to
make a first round of revisions within two years.

The party has advocated revision for decades, but has
had difficulty convincing the public. Opponents have
expressed concerns that the revisions will backpedal from
democracy and individual rights protected by the current
constitution. A 2012 draft proposed by the Liberal
Democrats promoted a conformist Japan with traditional
patriarchal values, which place family units above individ-
uals and elevate the emperor to the head of state. It says
civil liberties such as freedom of speech and expression
can be restricted if considered harmful to public interest.

Yasuhiro Nakasone, a 96-year-old former prime minis-
ter who has long campaigned for a revision, told Friday’s
rally, attended by hundreds of lawmakers and supporters,
that the current constitution is “too abstract” and lacks
values and principles based on Japan’s own traditions. “I
would like to raise public awareness with our active dis-
cussions and earnest efforts so we can advance on a new
path toward revising the constitution,” he said. —AP

JAKARTA: Celia Veloso (center), the mother of Mary Jane Veloso, a Philippine domestic worker on death row
who was given a temporary reprieve by Indonesia, is escorted by a supporter (2nd right) upon her return
from Jakarta. —AFP

TOKYO: Former Japanese Prime Minister Yasuhiro
Nakasone delivers a speech during the annual meet-
ing on Japan’s constitution reform. — AP

RIYADH: Saudi Arabia beheaded a Pakistani convicted of
drug smuggling yesterday, the 73rd execution in the king-
dom so far this year. Shirin Khan Abbas Khan was put to
death in Riyadh province after being found guilty of smug-
gling heroin into the kingdom in swallowed balloons, the
interior ministry said.

In the whole of 2014, Saudi Arabia carried out 87 execu-
tions, and Amnesty International has spoken of a “macabre
spike” in the kingdom’s use of the death penalty this year.
The Gulf has become an increasingly important market for
illicit drugs in recent years, the United Nations Office on
Drugs and Crime says.

The Pakistani city of Karachi is a key transit point for
heroin from Afghanistan and Saudi Arabia has carried out a
spate of executions of Pakistani drugs mules. Drug traffick-
ing, rape, murder, apostasy and armed robbery are all pun-
ishable by death under the kingdom’s strict version of
Islamic Sharia law. —AFP

Pakistani drug trafficker beheaded in Saudi Arabia
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NEWARK: A former loyalist to New Jersey Gov
Chris Christie arrived at court yesterday to plead
guilty to charges related to creating a traffic jam
near the George Washington Bridge for political
purposes, a person with knowledge of the case
told The Associated Press.

The person wasn’t authorized to release the
information before the hearing and spoke on
condition of anonymity. David Wildstein was an
official at the Port Authority of New York and
New Jersey at the time of the tie-ups. It’s not
clear what charge or charges Wildstein will
plead to. He will be the first person to admit to
committing a crime in causing the series of
politically motivated traffic jams in 2013.

Christie declined to comment yesterday
morning as he left a hotel in McLean, Virginia,
after speaking at a technology breakfast. Federal
prosecutors announced an 11 am court hearing
in Newark and an early afternoon news confer-
ence. The office, which Christie led before step-
ping down in 2008 to run for governor, has not
said who will appear in court and didn’t release
any other details on the investigation.

Simmering scandal 
Two of the three access lanes to the bridge

in Fort Lee were shut down for four mornings in
September 2013, causing massive delays. The
simmering scandal erupted a year ago when an
email from Christie’s deputy chief of staff,
Bridget Kelly, to David Wildstein, a port authori-
ty official and Christie loyalist, was revealed. It
read, “Time for some traffic problems in Fort
Lee.” Wildstein’s reply was, “Got it.”

By the time that email was made public,
Wildstein had already resigned, as had Bill
Baroni, Christie’s top appointee to the Port
Authority. The governor fired Kelly and cut ties
with Bill Stepien, his two-time campaign man-
ager, amid the scandal. Questions over whether
the lanes were closed for political retribution

have been dogging Christie for more than a
year. Christie has been gearing up for a 2016
presidential campaign but has not announced
he is running. Asked about the impending
action during a press conference Wednesday,
Christie brushed off the potential impact.

“I don’t think that has anything much to do
with me,” he said, adding that the ongoing
developments wouldn’t influence his decision
timeline or his campaign if he chooses to run.

Christie has long maintained that he knew noth-
ing about the closures until he was confronted
with media reports, and said he doesn’t expect
the facts to change from what he said during a
marathon press conference last January.

‘Not concerned about truth’ 
“I know what the truth is, so I’m not the least

bit concerned about it,” he said. Christie has
launched a political action committee that
allows him to pay for travel and a staff, but he
has not formally declared himself a candidate

for president. Patrick Foye, the executive direc-
tor of the Port Authority of New York and New
Jersey, the powerful agency that runs the bridge
- one of the busiest in the world - ordered lanes
reopened on what would have been the fifth
morning of closures.

Lawmakers began holding hearings on the
closures and Christie laughed off suggestions
that his administration had anything to do with
them after the mayor of Fort Lee, Mark Sokolich,

suggested that the lanes were blocked to get
revenge against him, perhaps because he did
not endorse Christie’s re-election.

A law firm his office hired - and the state
paid for - produced a report clearing Christie
and his remaining staff of any wrongdoing.
Democrats derided the report as a whitewash.
In December, a special legislative committee
looking into the matter released its interim
report. It did not link Christie to the lane clo-
sures, but said that Christie aides acted with
“perceived impunity.” —AP

Ex-Christie ally pleads 

guilty in traffic case

No comment from presidential hopeful

CEDAR GROVE: In this Thursday, April 23, 2015, file photo, New Jersey Gov
Chris Christie addresses a gathering during a town hall meeting. —AP

UN urged to shed light

on sex abuse scandal

LIBREVILLE: Save the Children has urged France and the
United Nations to “shed all light” on accusations that French
soldiers sexually abused hungry children in the Central African
Republic. “If the facts are borne out, it is essential to take the
firmest measures against those behind them,” the global chari-
ty said in a statement sent to AFP yesterday.

According to a French judicial source, 14 peacekeeping sol-
diers deployed to the chaos-ridden nation to help restore order
after a 2013 coup are implicated in a probe into the alleged
sexual abuse of several children-the youngest just nine-who
had begged for something to eat. French President Francois
Hollande vowed Thursday to “show no mercy” if “some soldiers
have behaved badly”, a day after British newspaper The
Guardian broke the story based on a leaked UN report.

The United Nations should “ensure that the child victims
of these abuses are protected and benefit from all the psy-
cho-social support that they need,” said Natasha Quist, Save
The Children’s director for west and central Africa, quoted in
the statement in French from Dakar. Quist urged “the United
Nations and the French authorities to take all necessary
measures to bring full light to bear on this affair, notably by
being transparent about the investigations announced to
have started.”

‘Children’s rights’ 
“Humanitarian workers and elements of the peacekeeping

forces have on several occasions been implicated in cases of
the violation of children’s rights, including rape or exchanging
food for sexual favors,” Save the Children said. “Soldiers are in
the front line in complex conflict situations and are often the
only ones who can make sure that children’s rights are protect-
ed,” argued the charity. The leaked report also accuses soldiers
from Chad and Equatorial Guinea of abuses in the deeply poor,
landlocked nation where an African peacekeeping mission was
handed over to the United Nations in September last year.

A European Union military mission also operates in the
country, ravaged since the 2013 coup by a conflict that took on
an unprecedented religious dimension, pitting mainly Muslim
former rebels against Christian vigilantes at the expense of the
civilian population. In the wake of the report in The Guardian,
the French defense ministry on Wednesday said that the gov-
ernment had been alerted to accusations of sexual abuse
against children by the UN High Commission for Human Rights
in July 2014. Prosecutors in Paris then opened an investigation
into the reports, the ministry said, pledging to ensure that “the
truth be found” and “the strongest penalties” imposed on
those found guilty. —AFP
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BALTIMORE: Prosecutors in Baltimore
yesterday charged six officers with
multiple counts including second-
degree murder and manslaughter in
connection with the death of a 25-
year-old African American man in
police custody. State prosecutor
Marilyn Mosby said warrants have
been issued for the arrest of the
Baltimore Police Department officers
over the death of Freddie Gray, which
sparked days of protests and rioting in
the US East Coast port city.

“The findings of our comprehen-
sive, thorough and independent
investigation, coupled with the med-
ical examiner’s determination that Mr.
Gray’s death was a homicide, which
we received today, has led us to
believe that we have probable cause
to file criminal charges,” Mosby told a
press conference. Cheers broke out
when Mosby announced the charges
on the steps of Baltimore’s war memo-
rial, across the street from city hall-a
focal point of protests demanding jus-
tice over Gray’s death.

Many in the city of 620,000 had
expected Mosby only to say that the
case was still under investigation, a
day after Police Commissioner
Anthony Batts submitted his detec-
tives’ findings to date. Cars honked
their horns in celebration, although
the National Guard is still deployed in
Baltimore, riot police are out in force

and an overnight curfew remains in
place. Gray, who had a record of non-
violent drug offenses, died April 19
from spinal injuries sustained when he
was arrested a week earlier in a west
Baltimore public housing estate.

Driver faces murder charge 
Facing the most serious charges of

second-degree murder is Officer
Caesar Goodson, the driver of the van
that transported Gray to a police sta-
tion. Goodson, 45, was also charged
with involuntary manslaughter, sec-
ond-degree assault,  vehicular
manslaughter and misconduct. Three
other officers were charged with
involuntary manslaughter, second-
degree assault and misconduct, and
two more charged with second-
degree assault and misconduct.

One officer was also charged with
false imprisonment. Mosby-an
African-American woman, and the
daughter and granddaughter of
police officers-said Gray had been
“illegally arrested” as “no crime had
been committed.” She urged protest-
ers to keep the peace in the wake of
the charges, and reiterated that the
investigation was ongoing.

Gray has become the latest face of
an intense national debate over
whether American police are too
quick to use violence against blacks,
especially young men.

In the best-known case, a white
police officer fatally shot unarmed
teenager Michael Brown in Ferguson,
Missouri-prompting riots in the St.
Louis suburb-but was not indicted by
a grand jury.

Giving an account of the day of
Gray’s arrest, Mosby said police lacked
probable cause to detain him and
repeatedly denied his requests for
medical help. Mosby said Gray “suf-
fered a severe and critical neck injury
as a result of being handcuffed, shack-
led by his feet and unrestrained”
inside the police van.

Stopped three times 
En route to the Western District

police station, the police van stopped
at least three times, including once to
pick up a suspect in an unrelated case.
Goodson got out to check on Gray’s
condition, Mosby said, but “at no
point did he seek nor did he render
any medical assistance.” “Officer
Goodson returned to his driver’s seat
and proceeded toward the central
booking and intake facility (at the
Western District station) with Mr.  Gray
still unsecured by a seat belt,” she
said. Among the other officers
charged, Mosby said Sergeant Alicia
White, 30, witnessed Gray unrespon-
sive on the floor of the police van, yet
“did nothing further” despite being
told he needed medical help. —AFP

Six Baltimore police officers 

charged over Gray’s death

After investigation, death ruled as homicide

Election fever puts 

London politics in 

the centre-stage  

LONDON: When celebrity TV interviewer Jeremy
Paxman is in the audience for a play in which Judi Dench
has only a cameo role, something unusual is happening
on the London stage: politics has become the star of the
show. Politically themed plays like “The Vote”, “Dead
Sheep” and a revival of “The Audience”, portraying
Queen Elizabeth’s dealings with past prime ministers,
are drawing big audiences ahead of Britain’s most
uncertain national election in decades. Less than a week
before the May 7 vote, opinion polls show Prime
Minister David Cameron’s Conservatives and the opposi-
tion Labor party neck-and-neck, with a surge in Scottish
nationalist support further complicating the picture. 

“The Vote”, a drawing-room comedy set in a London
polling station with a cast of more than 40 — including
Dench, who shows up in the last 15 minutes-is one of
the hottest tickets in town, with seats sold by lottery. It
will reach a broader audience when it is broadcast live
on national television on election night, its madcap
finale scheduled to coincide with the polls closing.

“I think a lot of people think theatre, especially politi-
cal theatre, isn’t for them, it sounds so worthy and seri-
ous and earnest,” playwright James Graham told Reuters
in an interview. “From the very beginning we just want-
ed to make it entertaining, farcical and funny because a
lot of this stuff is.  There is an absurdity to how we pick
our government.”

The play shows everyone from a Russian lesbian and
her lover to a drunken young man turning up to cast
their ballots, and everything that could go wrong does.
Two teenage girls, voting for the first time, are so over-
whelmed by the “old-school” use of pencils to mark bal-
lot papers and the lack of information about the names
listed that one of them, contravening a rule banning
mobile phones, uses hers to ask: “Siri, who should I vote
for?”

‘Savaged by dead sheep’ 
Other plays dissect the political process and the

workings of government. “Dead Sheep” portrays the
downfall of Margaret Thatcher following a famous 1990
House of Commons speech by her supposedly sub-
servient Deputy Prime Minister Geoffrey Howe, whose
attack mode was once described by an opponent as
“like being savaged by a dead sheep”.

Thatcher, in television presenter and first-time play-
wright Jonathan Maitland’s production, is played by a
man, Steve Nallon. He parodied Thatcher’s voice in the
1980s satirical puppet show “Spitting Image” and now
applies that expertise to impersonating her as well. It
was said of Thatcher that she was “the best man in the
cabinet” but Maitland said that was not the motivation
for picking Nallon for the role.

“This guy isn’t any old actor, he’s like a psychological
stalker of Margaret Thatcher, he knows what she had for
breakfast the day she won the election ... he’s extraordi-
nary,” Maitland said. That level of insight allows Nallon,
and Maitland’s play, to provide what he said was an
extra dimension to the political experience-to show
what goes on behind the scenes. “I think the stage can
deliver a really compelling, powerful and entertaining
truth that amplifies what you’re seeing in the papers and
hearing on the radio,” Maitland said. Or, as Graham put
it, “It’s like having a backstage pass to a world that
seems very closed up and inaccessible.”

At a performance of “The Vote”, Paxman, who con-
ducted TV interviews with Cameron and Labor leader Ed
Miliband last month, offered a different reason for the
political plays’ popularity: the dullness of the election
campaign itself. “This is more interesting than watching
Cameron and Miliband ... posturing, inasmuch as they can
even get up the energy to posture,” he said. —Reuters 

BALTIMORE: Meech Johnson celebrates yesterday after State’s Attorney Marilyn J Mosby announced crimi-
nal charges against all six officers suspended after Freddie Gray suffered a fatal spinal injury while in
police custody. —AP
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MILAN: Expo Milano 2015 commissioner Giuseppe Sala speaks during the opening ceremony of the Universal Exposition yesterday. Milan’s Expo 2015 opened with hopes the six-
month food-themed world fair will be a catalyst for economic revival, competing with fears it will simply underline Italy’s deep-seated problems.  — AFP 

DUBAI/KHOBAR, Saudi Arabia: Saudi Arabia is restructuring
Saudi Aramco, the world’s biggest energy company, in a move
apparently aimed at letting it operate more at arm’s length
from the powerful oil ministry. Analysts expected technocrats
to get a freer hand in running the state-owned giant.
However, some said the restructuring might be only the first
step in a shake-up of the Saudi energy sector, and possibly
pave the way for a prince to take over the ministry itself, which
is traditionally run by technocrats rather than members of the
royal family.

Citing unnamed sources, Saudi-owned Al Arabiya TV
reported on Friday that Aramco would be separated from the
oil ministry of the top OPEC member. Aramco officials could
not be immediately reached for comment but Arabiya’s
reports closely reflect official thinking. Mohammad Al-Sabban,
a former senior adviser to oil minister Ali Al-Naimi, said the
move would strengthen Aramco. “This decision will bring
more flexibility to the company to take decisions on a com-
mercial basis, and keep full financial control,” he said.

Conventional thinking is that the ruling Al-Saud family
views the oil minister’s job as so important that giving it to a
prince might upset the dynasty’s delicate balance of power
and risk making oil policy hostage to princely politicking.
However, Ehsan Ul-Haq, oil analyst at KBC Energy Economics,
said it was highly likely that Prince Abdulaziz bin Salman, a son
of the King Salman, could be appointed to replace Naimi, the

79-year-old technocrat oil minister.
King Salman promoted Prince Abdulaziz, long a member of

Saudi Arabia’s OPEC delegation, to deputy oil minister earlier
this year from assistant oil minister, a post he had held for
many years. Some diplomatic and Saudi sources have suggest-
ed his experience might overcome the hurdles to a royal
becoming oil minister. “They are trying to rearrange Aramco
and restructure the whole company. They are also trying to
restructure the oil ministry and name Prince Abdulaziz as min-
ister of energy,” said an industry source in Saudi Arabia. “So
that way, Aramco will be totally business-oriented, not an arm
of the petroleum ministry.”

Major Reshuffle
Aramco was once US-based and run by Americans but has

long been a Saudi state corporation. It dwarfs all others in the
industry, with crude reserves of 265 billion barrels, more than
15 percent of all global oil deposits. It produces over 10 million
barrels per day, three times as much as the world’s largest list-
ed oil company, ExxonMobil , while its reserves are more than
10 times bigger. If Aramco were ever to go public, it would
probably become the first company ever to be valued at $1
trillion or more.

On Wednesday King Salman appointed Aramco’s chief
executive Khalid Al-Falih as chairman of the state firm. Falih
also becomes health minister under a major reshuffle. This

indicated Falih may not become oil minister, said Ul-Haq.
“(Falih’s) shift to the health ministry suggests that he might
not follow Naimi. His appointment to the chairman of Aramco,
on the other hand, is only ceremonial,” he said.

Aramco’s senior vice-president Amin Al-Nasser has been
named chief executive until further notice, the company said
on its Twitter account yesterday. It also posted a statement
earlier saying it now has a new 10-member supreme council
headed by the kingdom’s deputy crown prince. “The Saudi
Supreme Economic Council agrees on Deputy Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman’s vision of restructuring oil-giant
Aramco,” Arabiya reported on its Twitter account.
“Restructuring of Saudi Aramco includes separation from the
petroleum ministry.”

The Supreme Economic Council is a new body formed by
King Salman earlier this year to replace the Supreme
Petroleum Council, which used to help set the kingdom’s oil
policy. The new council is headed by Deputy Crown Prince
Mohammed, another son of the king, a move seen by ana-
lysts as laying the ground for a generational shift in how
Riyadh develops its energy and economic strategies. The
main tenets of Saudi oil policy - including maintaining the
ability to stabilize markets via an expensive spare-capacity
cushion and a reluctance to interfere in the market for politi-
cal reasons - are set by the top members of the ruling Al-
Saud family.  — Reuters 

Saudi Arabia restructures Aramco
Oil giant to be separated from oil ministry • Senior VP named CEO



LONDON: Financial markets are bracing for a highly unpre-
dictable British election next week that in a worst case scenario
could produce no workable government, a leading City
investor told AFP. But Luke Newman, European equities man-
ager at Henderson Global Investors, which manages around
Ä123.2 billion ($137.9 billion), said there was money to be
made whoever comes out on top.

Q: How do political events impact the markets?
A: I think history has shown that political changes have

had a real effect on markets, not only equity markets but also
currency and bond markets. A good recent example would
be in the UK the Scottish independence vote last year. As
investors started to worry that an independent Scotland
could lead to a push from England’s voters for more inde-
pendence themselves and maybe exacerbate cause for a
withdrawal from the EU, you saw not only an impact on bond
markets but very visibly on currency markets and since that
point sterling has been under pressure.

Q: How have you reacted to the situation?
A: I view this election in two different ways. First as a UK citi-

zen, I’m very worried, but as a manager of an equity long/short
fund looking to generate absolute returns, and with the ability
to make money with share prices falling as well as rising, I’m
very excited. Because of the fracturing of political parties, the
risk is that we end up not only with a weak government that
doesn’t have the mandate to exercise its manifesto or promis-
es, but the real risk is we end up with no workable government
at all. Leaving aside political views... markets are concerned and
would worry about a change of government and the installa-
tion of a Labour party which has increasingly moved to the left
on Ed Miliband’s leadership. Because of that, it becomes quite
easy to see how we can make money on the short side of the
fund if the Labour party formed the next UK government.
Tighter regulation of energy companies, tighter regulation of
transport fees for bus and rail companies, restriction on gov-
ernment outsourcing contracts to the private sector, legal
restriction for bookmakers and gambling. The area or industry
that could prosper under a Labour government could well be
the house building industry. Labour have been very clear
there’s a lack of affordable houses.

Q: Do the markets prefer a Conservative victory? And
what about a parliament without a clear majority?

A: (A parliament with no clear majority would generate) a
great deal of uncertainty which would be reflected in the cur-
rency, equities and fixed income markets. David Cameron’s
party is a centre-right party, historically very business friendly
and there would absolutely be a positive reaction to a
Conservative victory. The complication in my mind involves
the UK relationship with the EU. David Cameron has been
forced to offer a referendum on the UK’s place in the EU
before 2017 to pacify the eurosceptics side of his party and
also to combat the rise of the UK Independence Party UKIP
which has emerged from nowhere to become a significant
force in UK politics... This would create a great deal of uncer-
tainty, firstly the period before a referendum would cause a
hiatus in investment decisions particularly for multinational
companies looking to invest in the UK in manufacturing
assets in particular.—AFP

UK investor
fears ‘no 

workable govt’

B U S I N E S S
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LONDON: Britain’s political outlook is far from clear ahead of
Thursday’s general election, risking a period of uncertainty for
London’s financial district, something the City never welcomes.
“Markets may be in for a very bumpy ride in the immediate aftermath
of May 7th,” said Oliver Harvey, foreign exchange strategist at
Deutsche Bank. Prime Minister David Cameron’s centre-right
Conservatives, in power since 2010 as part of a coalition government,
are neck and neck with the opposition Labour party in opinion polls.

Experts say that Britain is set for a hung parliament, meaning that
the Conservatives or Labour will have to team up with a smaller party
to govern. “In theory, fragile governments based on small majorities
or shaky coalitions could undermine the economy by fostering uncer-
tainty,” said Samuel Tombs, UK economist at Capital Economics
research group. “In particular, firms might not invest if they believe
the government may change soon, leading to a new set of tax and
competition policies. 

Tombs added that “weak governments may not undertake benefi-
cial structural reforms that involve short-term costs and may struggle
to achieve a consensus for measures to reduce the deficit”. According
to the Investment Association, a body representing investment man-
agers, private investors withdrew £1.0 billion ($1.5 billion) from UK
equity funds in March. “Private investors are staging a buyer’s strike in
the lead up to the election. This is pretty par for the course when it
comes to the uncertainty generated by such a big political event,”
said Laith Khalaf, senior analyst at Hargreaves Lansdown stockbrokers.

The significant withdrawal amounted to profit-taking after recent
highs for London’s benchmark FTSE 100 index, which includes many
companies whose profits are sourced from abroad with earnings
made in dollars. British stocks are meanwhile expected to continue to
win support from the stimulus measures carried out by central banks
around the world. 

As parties battle to win over the undecided voters and offer a
degree of certainty to markets, Cameron this week promised to ban
major tax increases for the next five years if his party manages to
win re-election. The prime minister pledged to pass a law introduc-
ing a “tax lock” to prevent increases in income tax, value-added tax
or national insurance contributions to state benefits. That has done
little to calm City jitters. Global banking giant HSBC has said it is
reviewing whether to remain headquartered in Britain. Although
the bank’s shock announcement was more a response to the
prospect of increased regulation and taxation of the sector whoev-
er wins power, it added to the pressure faced by the current gov-
ernment.

Solid Growth 
Heading into the election, the International Monetary Fund has

forecast solid economic growth for Britain for this year and next, at 2.7
percent and 2.3 percent respectively. This could be revised lower,
however, after official data on Tuesday showed Britain’s economy
grew far slower than expected in the first quarter of 2015. “A minority
government might mean political gridlock, but with the economy
growing solidly, gridlock probably would not be risky in economic
terms,” said Michael Saunders, an economist at Citi Research.

Other risks remain, notably surrounding Britain’s future in the
European Union, as well as the prospect of higher interest rates and
the possibility of another referendum on Scottish independence from
the rest of the UK. A general election won by the Conservatives would
trigger a referendum on Britain’s membership of the EU by 2017,
something Labour has opposed. Cameron supports UK membership
but has promised an in-out referendum to counter the rise of UKIP,
the anti-EU and anti-mass immigration party that won the 2014
European Parliament elections. — AFP 

‘City’ shivers at UK
election suspense
Tax pledge fails to calm jitters

LEEDS: British Prime Minister David Cameron addresses workers during a UK general election campaign event at ASDA super-
market’s headquarters in northern England yesterday. — AFP 

LONDON: British manufacturing growth slowed sharply in April, a sur-
vey showed yesterday, underlining the uneven nature of an economic
recovery that is at the heart of a national election just six days away.
Separate data showed consumer lending rising sharply, suggesting
that the recovery is being driven by spending. Sterling hit a three-
week low against the euro after the Markit/CIPS UK Manufacturing
Purchasing Managers’ Index, a closely watched monthly business sur-
vey, suffered its biggest fall in more than two years.

Coming after a surprising slowdown in growth in the first quarter,
the survey will make gloomy reading for Conservative Prime Minister
David Cameron and his finance minister, George Osborne, who prom-
ised a manufacturing revival shortly after coming to power in 2010.
Their Conservative Party remains deadlocked in opinion polls with the

opposition Labour party and the recent signs of a slowdown in the
economy have complicated the Conservatives’ decision to put the
recovery at the centre of their campaign.

But separate data from the Bank of England showed households
were happy to borrow more heavily. Lending to consumers in March
surged at the fastest pace since before the financial crisis, and there
was also sharp upturn in business borrowing. Taken together, the fig-
ures suggested Britain’s upturn is fuelled by consumption. Still, many
economists expected the recovery to remain solid, blaming a stronger
currency and uncertainty around the election for the weakness in
manufacturing.

The chief executive of one of Britain’s biggest banks said he also
expected growth to stay strong, despite uncertainty about the out-

come of the May 7 election. “We are favourable on the UK economy,”
Lloyds CEO Antonio Horta Osorio told reporters. “It continues to
progress at a healthy pace and we continue to expect it to grow
between 2.5 percent to 3 percent this year.”

While holding above the 50 threshold for growth, the manufactur-
ing PMI fell to a seven-month low of 51.9 from a downwardly revised
54.0 in March, far below all forecasts in a Reuters poll of economists.
“Any signs of rebalancing the economy towards manufacturing and
exports remain frustratingly elusive,” said Rob Dobson, economist at
survey compiler Markit. Earlier this week official figures showed that
economic growth in the first quarter was its slowest since late 2012,
prompting Osborne, the finance minister, to warn voters not to take
recovery for granted. —Reuters

UK manufacturing cools before polls
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WASHINGTON: The US manufacturing expansion held steady at
near a two-year low in April, but a jump in consumer sentiment
and stronger-than-expected vehicle sales suggested the econo-
my was pulling out of a first-quarter soft patch. Economic growth
almost stalled in the first quarter, slammed by bad weather, a
strong dollar, a now-resolved labor dispute at West Coast ports,
and lower oil prices, which have cut domestic energy production.

The Institute for Supply Management said its index of national
factory activity was at 51.5 in April, matching the March reading,
which had been the lowest since May 2013. A reading above 50
indicates expansion in the manufacturing sector. The employ-
ment index fell into contractionary territory for the first time since
May 2013, dropping to 48.3, the lowest reading since Sept 2009.
The tepid manufacturing survey was offset by a report from the
University of Michigan showing its overall index on consumer
sentiment rose to 95.9 this month from 93.0 in March.

A bullish dollar has hurt export growth and the profits of
multinational corporations, including Procter & Gamble Co.
Colgate-Palmolive and Johnson & Johnson cut their full-year prof-
it forecasts due to dollar strength. General Motors Co and Ford
Motor Co, however, reported stronger-than-expected US auto

sales in April on Friday as robust demand for trucks, and crossover
and sports utility vehicles kept the industry on track for its best
year in almost a decade.

The economy also faces the headwind of weak crude prices,
which have cut domestic energy production and caused oil-field
companies to slash spending on exploration and well drilling.
Separately, the Commerce Department said construction spend-
ing slipped 0.6 percent to an annual rate of $966.6 billion in
March, the lowest level since September. February’s outlays were
revised to show them unchanged instead of the previously
reported 0.1 percent dip. Economists polled by Reuters had
expected construction spending to rise 0.5 percent in March.

Construction spending was weighed down by a 1.6 percent
decline in private residential construction spending, the biggest
such decline since June. Outlays for single-family construction fell
1.8 percent and multi-family home building tumbled 2.1 percent.
Spending on private non-residential construction projects rose 1.0
percent in March. Public construction outlays were weak, with
spending on federal government projects tumbling 4.9 percent.
State and local government outlays, the largest portion of the pub-
lic sector segment, fell 1.2 percent to a one-year low. — Reuters 

US factory activity steady,
consumer sentiment rises
Construction spending hits six-month low

BALTIMORE: Richard Sung Kang’s American dream
came crashing down in a shower of broken glass. His
West Baltimore liquor store and bar, the Oxford Tavern,
was hit by looters during a riot over the police-involved
death of neighborhood resident Freddie Gray. The busi-
ness wasn’t torched like the nearby CVS pharmacy, but
its doors and windows were broken and cash and
inventory stolen, leaving shelves bare. Now the 49-
year-old South Korean immigrant must decide whether
to reopen. If so, it could mean taking on more debt and
paying higher insurance premiums. “I don’t know yet,”
said Kang, looking dejected and exhausted Wednesday
after rioters damaged scores of businesses in pockets of
the city.

About 200 small businesses were unable to open
the day after the violence, Maryland Gov Larry Hogan
said. The predominantly black neighborhood around
Kang’s store, which also includes CVS, took some of the
worst of it. The area has already been abandoned by
many businesses, with vacant storefronts on every

block of North Avenue and many boarded-up homes
on side streets. Korean-Americans were particularly
hard-hit: They run many small businesses in black
neighborhoods in Baltimore, and there have been ten-
sions between owners and residents.

In the 1990s, according to a 2004 study by the
Maryland Advisory Committee to the US Commission
on Civil Rights, there were complaints by residents over
the quality of food sold in local stores, while owners
expressed concerns about crimes targeting them and
their businesses. CVS Health Corp is already making
plans to rebuild the burned-out pharmacy, spokes-
woman Carolyn Castel wrote in an email. She said the
company doesn’t yet have a damage estimate to share,
but said “we have a long history of serving inner-city
communities and we remain committed to serving our
patients and customers in Baltimore”.

Rebuilding 
Rebuilding after riots is difficult and sometimes

impossible for small businesses because most don’t
have the cash reserves of larger companies. Kang does-
n’t even own a home. He said he got a bank loan to buy
the bar last year, after working nearly 10 years in
Maryland as a biochemical researcher. “Everybody says
America is a dream come true,” Kang said as locksmiths
worked on his doors. “The most important thing is, I
have to move on. But is it better to rebuild and start
again or give up and find some other place? I don’t
know.” He said he was insured but didn’t know if his
policy would cover his losses.  Although damage from
civil unrest is covered under standard business insur-
ance policies, many businesses don’t have adequate
coverage. Insurance claims usually result in higher pre-
miums, said Maryland Insurance Commissioner Al
Redmer, Jr. He said insured losses from the riots will
likely exceed $1 million. About a half-dozen of the hun-
dreds of insurers regulated by the commission have
declared temporary moratoriums on accepting new
business in affected areas, Redmer added. —AP

HARMONY, Pennsylvania: In this Feb 12, 2015 photo, a worker grinds parts used to build fans for industrial ventilation systems
at the Robinson Fans Inc plant. — AP 

Riot damage adds burden to small businesses

Shell, Total 
align units to 
drive growth

LONDON: Top oil firms Royal Dutch Shell and Total are bringing their
refining and trading operations closer together, seeking alternative
ways to drive profits as oil prices fall and independent trading houses
expand into their territory. The restructuring will enable the Anglo-
Dutch and French companies’ in-house traders to capture profits
faster from the fluctuating prices of the different crude oil sources
and products coming through their refineries. Snapping at their heels
are energy brokerages Vitol and Gunvor, which have bought refining
plants in Europe in the last two years in order to do the same. “As
traders grew assets in downstream, majors realised there was a lot of
money to be made on optimisation. So to a certain extent, trading
houses encouraged us to change,” said a high level source from one
of the oil firms, speaking on condition of anonymity because he was
not authorised to speak publicly on the matter.

Shell and Total have already started work on aligning their refin-
ing and trading operations and as a result both reported much better
than expected first quarter profits. Now both are stepping up the
restructuring. Shell plans to move dozens of traders from London,
Dubai and Singapore to Rotterdam, where it is beefing up a trading
hub just miles from its flagship Pernis refinery, Europe’s largest,
according to company and trading sources. It also plans to lay off
dozens more traders as part of the move to a cheaper cost-base. “We
are completing staff consultation and finalising the design of the pro-
posed change,” a Shell spokesman said.

Meanwhile Total is beefing up its Geneva trading hub so that a
bigger team of dealers can optimise profits from the volatility of
crude prices, company sources told Reuters. It is simultaneously
restructuring its refining businesses to expand its product line, by
converting its unprofitable La Mede plant in southern France to a
biodiesel plant and upgrading its Donges refinery on the Atlantic
coast to capture growing demand for low-sulphur marine gasoil fol-
lowing changes in EU rules. Total is being more tight lipped about the
reforms and only said this week that “downstream again generated
excellent results due to its ongoing restructuring efforts”. A refinery
closely linked to trading operations can modify its output to respond
to swift changes in global demand for products - such as a boost for
diesel or gasoline after unplanned outages or bad weather - and lock
in high profits. Refineries that process several kinds of crude oil can
leverage profits from the different prices of, say, Russian Urals or
Nigerian Bonny Light, by linking trading teams into their operations.

Fast Results
Shell’s chief financial officer Simon Henry said Shell made an extra

$1 billion last year thanks to its restructuring, and added that profits
would likely increase this year. The action took return on capital in
downstream at Shell to 13.4 percent last year, 5 percentage points
higher than for the overall group and up from below 10 percent sev-
eral years ago. “It is not often in this industry that the downstream has
had a higher return on capital than the upstream,” said Henry. Oil
companies’ refining operations have become increasingly unprof-
itable in recent years as the Middle East and Asia have built their own
refineries to meet their own demand. —Reuters
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BERLIN: Leftwing groups and trade unions staged
rallies across Europe, the Middle East and Asia yes-
terday to mark International Workers Day. Most
events were expected to be peaceful protests for
workers’ rights and world peace. But May 1 regu-
larly sees clashes between police and militant
groups in some cities.

International Workers Day originates in the
United States. American unions first called for the
introduction of an eight-hour working day in the
second half of the 19th century. A general strike
was declared to press these demands, starting May
1, 1886. The idea spread to other countries and
since then workers around the world have held
protests on May 1 every year, although the US cel-
ebrates Labor Day on the first Monday in
September.

Here’s a look at some of the May Day events
around the world:

TURKEY
Police and May Day demonstrators clashed in

Istanbul as crowds determined to defy a govern-
ment ban tried to march to the city’s iconic Taksim
Square. Security forces pushed back demonstrators

using water cannons and tear gas. Protesters retali-
ated by throwing stones and hurling firecrackers at
police. Authorities have blocked the square that is
symbolic as the center of protests in which 34 peo-
ple were killed in 1977. Turkish newswires say that
10,000 police officers were stationed around the
square yesterday. The demonstrations are the first
large-scale protests since the government passed a
security bill this year giving police expanded pow-
ers to crack down on protesters.

SOUTH KOREA
Thousands of people marched in the capital

Seoul yesterday for a third week to protest govern-
ment labor policies and the handling of a ferry dis-
aster that killed more than 300 people a year ago.
Demonstrators occupied several downtown
streets and sporadically clashed with police offi-
cers. Protesters tried to move buses used to block
their progress. Police responded by spraying tear
gas. There were no immediate reports of injuries.
South Korean labor groups have been denouncing
a series of government policies they believe will
reduce wages, job security and retirement benefits
for state employees.

PHILIPPINES
More than 10,000 workers and activists

marched in Manila and burned an effigy of
Philippine President Benigno Aquino III to protest
low wages and a law allowing employers to hire
laborers for less than six months to avoid giving
benefits received by regular workers. Workers in
metropolitan Manila now receive 481 pesos
($10.80) in daily minimum wage after a 15 peso
($0.34) increase in March. Although it is the highest
rate in the country, it is still “a far cry from being
decent,” says Lito Ustarez, vice chairman of the left-
wing May One Movement.

GREECE
In financially struggling Greece, an estimated

13,000 people took part in three separate May Day
marches in Athens, carrying banners and shouting
anti-austerity slogans. Minor clashes broke out at
the end of the peaceful marches, when a handful
of hooded youths threw a petrol bomb at riot
police. No injuries or arrests were reported. Earlier,
ministers from the governing radical left Syriza par-
ty joined protesters gathering for the marches,
including Finance Minister Yanis Varoufakis - who
was mobbed by media and admirers - and the
ministers of labor and energy. In the northern city
of Thessaloniki, police said another 13,000 people
took part in three separate, peaceful marches.

May Day demos held 

ISTANBUL: A man lies on the ground as Turkish police use a water cannon to disperse
protestors during a May Day rally near Taksim Square yesterday. — AFP/AP photos

KUALA LUMPUR: Protesters wear masks as they march towards Malaysia’s landmark Petronas
Twin Towers during a May Day protest against GST (goods and services tax) yesterday. 

SEOUL: South Korean workers clash with riot police after their May Day march towards
the presidential house was blocked yesterday. 

MOSCOW: A girl plays a drum as she and others walk on Red Square to mark May Day yesterday. 
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MANILA: Protesters burn an effigy of Philippine President Benigno Aquino during a May Day rally near the presidential palace yesterday.

around the world

GERMANY
Police in Berlin say the traditional ‘Walpurgis Night’

protest marking the eve of May 1 was calmer than
previous years. Several thousand people took part in
anti-capitalist street parties in the north of the city.
Fireworks and stones were thrown at police, injuring
one officer. Fifteen people were detained. Elsewhere
in the German capital revelers partied “extremely
peacefully,” police noted yesterday morning. At noon,
Green Party activists unveiled a statue at
Alexanderplatz in central Berlin of Edward Snowden,
Julian Assange and Chelsea Manning, considered
heroes by many on the left for leaking secret U.S.
intelligence and military documents. The statue,
called “Anything to say,” depicts the three standing
on chairs and is scheduled to go on tour around the
world. In the central German city of Weimar far-right
extremists attacked a union event. Police said 15 peo-
ple were injured and 29 were arrested.

RUSSIA
In Moscow, tens of thousands of workers braved

chilly rain to march across Red Square. Instead of the
red flags with the Communist hammer and sickle
used in Soviet times, they waved the blue flags of the
dominant Kremlin party and the Russian tricolor.
Despite an economic crisis that is squeezing the work-
ing class, there was little if any criticism of President
Vladimir Putin or his government. Participants said
the May 1 march was a tradition going back to their
childhood. This Soviet nostalgia was imbued with
feelings of patriotism in the run-up to the 70th
anniversary of victory in World War II on May 9. The
Communist Party later held a separate march under
the slogan “against fascism and in support of
Donbass,” with participants calling for greater support
for the separatists fighting the Ukrainian army in the
Donbass region of eastern Ukraine.— AP  

HAVANA: Cuba’s President Raul Castro (center right) lifts the arm
of Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro as they watch the May
Day parade in Revolution Square yesterday.

BERLIN: Italian sculptor Davide Dormino (left) stands next
to his life-size bronze sculpture featuring (left to right)
former National Security Agency (NSA) contractor and
whistleblower Edward Snowden, WikiLeaks founder
Julian Assange and former US soldier Chelsea Manning.
convicted of violations of the Espionage Act,  at
Alexanderplatz Square yesterday. 

ATHENS: People
march behind a

banner that reads
‘Beginning’ during

a May Day 
demonstration 

yesterday. 
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SYDNEY: China’s factories stayed stuck in the slow lane in April while
Japanese output went into reverse and South Korea suffered its worst
export performance in two years, adding urgency to calls for more
state stimulus in all three economies. Thailand has already surprised
by cutting interest rates this week, while speculation is mounting that
the Reserve Bank of Australia (RBA) will chop its rates to a record low
of 2 percent at a May 5 policy meeting. The need for action is all the
greater as China, the former engine of global growth, remains
jammed in neutral. China’s official Purchasing Managers’ Index (PMI)
held at 50.1 in April, just a fraction above the 50-point mark that sepa-
rates growth from contraction on a monthly basis. “As the economy
still faces strong headwinds and the risk of deflation has not dimin-
ished, the authorities will need to continue to roll out easing meas-
ures in the coming months,” said Li-Gang Liu, chief economist for
Greater China at ANZ. Following an aggressive one-percentage-point
cut in banks’ reserve requirement ratios last month, ANZ expects
China’s central bank will lower its interest rates further this quarter.

China’s annual economic growth slowed to a six-year low of 7 per-
cent in the first quarter, hurt by a housing slump and a downturn in
investment and manufacturing. In just the latest effort to turn the ship
around, China’s cabinet unveiled new measures yesterday to boost
employment, offering more flexible tax breaks to companies to hire
and preferential loans to business starters. Beijing aims to create at
least 10 million new jobs in 2015 and keep the urban jobless rate
below 4.5 percent.

Not Enough Inflation
In Japan, the Markit/JMMA version of the PMI fell to 49.9 in April,

from 50.3 in March, taking it into contractionary territory for the first
time since May last year. Japan is emerging from recession at a snail’s
pace as companies remain wary of ramping up spending despite
record profits and consumers keep their wallets shut. That is challeng-
ing the Bank of Japan’s bold pledge to accelerate inflation to 2 per-
cent through massive money printing.

While core inflation did edge up a tick to an annual 2.2 percent in
April, it is set to fall back toward zero in May when the impact of last
year’s rise in sales taxes drop out. Neither have wages benefited as the
BOJ hoped. Data out yesterday showed wage earners’ total cash earn-
ings were almost flat in March and inflation-adjusted real wages
marked a two-year stretch of declines. Across in South Korea, govern-
ment figures showed exports fell 8.1 percent in April from a year earli-
er, the sharpest drop since February 2013, as shipments to China, the
United States and the European Union all lost ground. Consumer
price inflation there is running at a 16-year trough of just 0.4 percent.
“The government will be sure to focus policy on boosting consump-
tion as exports are no longer performing as they did in the past,” said
Stephen Lee, an economist at Samsung Securities. 

The doleful data follows news the United States grew a bare 0.2
percent annualised in the first quarter of the year, held back by wild
weather, a port strike and a strong dollar. Yet there were glints of light
in more recent data. The number of Americans filing new claims for
jobless benefits fell to a 15-year low last week and consumer spend-
ing rose in March, aided in part by a pick up in wage growth. An
upturn in wages has long been a key goal of the Federal Reserve and
revived market expectations that interest rates would start to rise later
this year, albeit not until September at the earliest. — Reuters 

China struggles argue 

for stimulus all round
South Korean exports fall most in two years

Oil falls as 

Iraq exports 

hit record

NEW YORK: Oil prices eased off 2015 highs yesterday after
Iraq said its crude oil exports hit a record in April, and prices
were pressured also by a stronger dollar. Brent and US crude
rallied between 20 and 25 percent in April, helped by a
weaker dollar and bets that a global supply glut would ease,
following the June-to-January sell-off that halved prices from
above $100 a barrel. News that Iraq’s oil exports rose in April
to a record 3.08 million barrels per day (bpd) from 2.98 mil-
lion bpd in March served as a reminder of ample supply in
the market.

Iraq’s data highlights increasing output from OPEC mem-
bers, whose supply in April rose to its highest in more than
two years at 31.04 million bpd, according to a Reuters survey.
June Brent was down 86 cents at $65.92 barrel at 11:37 a.m.
EDT (1537 GMT), after matching Thursday’s 2015 peak of
$66.93 and jumping 21 percent in April. US crude for June
delivery was down 84 cents at $58.79, after hitting a 2015
high of $59.90. US crude futures gained 25 percent last
month.

Trading was thin, with some major markets closed for the
May Day holiday. “What is driving prices these days is less
physical markets, which remain very weak, but more expec-
tations of future tightening,” said Amrita Sen, chief oil ana-
lyst at Energy Aspects. Despite a sharp drop in new US shale
drilling in recent months, there have been few signs that a
global supply glut is easing, and there are some signs that US
oil production may not fall significantly in the near future.
Futures and options trades suggest US shale producers are
locking in production costs for next year, which could pave
the way for a rebound in production. “If markets don’t tight-
en as quickly as people are expecting, the sell-off can be
large,” Sen said. — Reuters 

TOKYO: Japanese inflation in March picked up for the first time in 10
months, data showed yesterday, offering a sliver of hope for Tokyo’s
war on deflation, but spending remained stubbornly weak. Core infla-
tion, excluding volatile fresh food prices, rose 2.2 percent year-on-year
in March, logging the first increase since May 2014, the internal affairs
ministry said. However, stripping out the impact of a sales tax rise last
year, the inflation rate was a tepid 0.2 percent from a year ago, well
short of the central bank’s 2.0 percent target. Analysts say policymak-
ers will almost certainly be forced to expand the BoJ’s massive mone-
tary easing scheme in a bid to jack up prices and counter a downturn
in the world’s number three economy.

Sustained inflation is a cornerstone of Prime Minister Shinzo Abe’s
drive to conquer stagnant or falling prices and revive growth.
“Inflation is still close to zero and could drop in the coming months...
The reading was a little bit positive, but worries (for the BoJ) have not
disappeared,” said Takeshi Minami, chief economist at Norinchukin
Research Institute. The data published yesterday - including a nearly
11 percent drop in household spending - come a day after the BoJ cut
its growth and inflation forecasts. Japan’s gross domestic product will
expand 2.0 percent in the year to March 2016, while the inflation rate

is seen at 0.8 percent, the BoJ said in a semi-annual report. That com-
pares with a previous estimate of 2.1 percent and 1.0 percent respec-
tively.

Tepid Spending 
The report - which followed a meeting where policymakers held

fire on fresh stimulus - appeared to push back an already murky time-
line for hitting the bank’s inflation target to the first half of fiscal 2016,
which runs from April through September next year. The ambitious
goal was originally supposed to have been achieved around two
years after the launch of the BoJ’s stimulus in April 2013. But the bank
has, over time, loosened that timeline as the data suggested it was
unattainable.

Weighed by a plunge in oil prices and tepid consumer spending,
Japanese inflation stalled in February for the first time in nearly two
years. “It is true that the timing for achieving the 2.0 percent inflation
target has been delayed,” BoJ governor Haruhiko Kuroda told
reporters on Thursday. “But price trends are improving steadily and
that is expected to continue. We don’t see additional (easing) meas-
ures being necessary at this point.”—AFP

Gold falls to 

6-week low
LONDON: Gold hit six-week lows yesterday in thin trade
ahead of the holiday weekend as the dollar strengthened on
US economic data and investor sentiment was undermined by
longer-term expectations for a US rate rise. Technical factors
were also at play, with downward momentum gathering pace
as prices broke through their April low at $1,175 an ounce.
Spot gold fell 1 percent to $1,171.76 an ounce at 1439 GMT,
while US gold futures for June delivery were down $11.50 an
ounce at $1,170.90. Earlier spot prices fell more than 1 percent
to $1,170.20, their lowest since March 20.

Gold hit its highest since early April at $1,215 earlier this
week but failed to hold that level after the Federal Reserve sig-
nalled on Wednesday that it sees the recent slowdown in the
US economy as transitory, not ruling out an interest rate rise
this year. “There is still fallout from the FOMC - there has been
a hiccup in the US recovery, but certainly the view is that
interest rates are going up, so gold is struggling,” said Simon
Weeks, head of precious metals at the Bank of Nova Scotia.
“On a thin bank holiday weekend, that will be exacerbated.”

Gold has traded in a narrow range over the past month on
uncertainty over the timing of the Fed’s first interest rate rise
in nearly a decade despite weakness in the dollar, which suf-
fered its worst month in four years in April. The metal is highly
sensitive to expectations for rate increases, which would lift
the opportunity cost of holding non-yielding bullion while
boosting the dollar. The dollar, strengthening of which makes
gold more expensive for holders of other currencies, rose half
a percent against a basket of currencies after US consumer
confidence and manufacturing data.

Major European markets, with the exception of London,
were closed for the May Day holiday yesterday. From a chart
perspective, a weekly close for gold below the $1,180 support
level could be the catalyst for a further pull-back, analysts said.
“This $1,130-1,180 support area could well come under exami-
nation in a more crucial way than we’ve seen recently,”
Societe Generale analyst Robin Bhar said. Silver was down 1
percent at $15.95 an ounce, while platinum slipped by 0.6 per-
cent to $1,128.24 an ounce and palladium edged 0.2 percent
lower to $772.97 an ounce. — Reuters 

Japan inflation ticks up, 

but spending still weak

TOKYO: A shopper buys fish at a shop yesterday. Japanese inflation picked up in March for the first time in 10 months, but
household spending tumbled. — AFP 
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In this picture taken on
Wednesday, Jan 28, 2015,
Zohreh Etezadossaltaneh
poses for a photograph at her
home in Tehran, Iran. — AP
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Iran woman with no arms 
helps others to live with disability 

Zohreh Etezadossaltaneh, center, talks on her mobile phone, held with her foot, dur-
ing a meeting at her friend’s home in Tehran, Iran. — AP photos

Zohreh Etezadossaltaneh writes with her feet during an English language class.

Zohreh Etezadossaltaneh, who was born without arms, teaches painting to 12-year
old Sara Sahraei, who is disabled, at her home, in Tehran, Iran.

Zohreh Etezadossaltaneh teaches 9-year old Afghan boy Roohollah Jafar, how to use
his feet during a lesson at her home.

Zohreh Etezadossaltaneh was born without arms, but that
hasn’t stopped her from excelling in many activities, ranging
from painting to table tennis. Now 52 years old, the retired

Iranian teacher has dedicated herself to helping others with similar
disabilities live full and satisfying lives. Her story is one of personal
triumph and indomitable spirit. “Each body might have some limita-
tions and deficiencies. But if you have a pure, elevated soul I think
the body won’t matter,” she said.

After receiving her primary education at a special school for dis-
abled children, Etezadossaltaneh moved into the mainstream
Iranian education system and eventually earned a degree in psy-
chology. Now she works with young people with similar disabilities.
Among her students is 9-year-old Roohollah Jafar, who lost his
hands in an accident and is now learning from Etezadossaltaneh to
paint and do calligraphy using his feet.

At the start of their lesson, Etezadossaltaneh skillfully massages
the boy’s feet with her own feet and guides him on how to hold and
control a pen between his toes. Etezadossaltaneh’s feet have
become dexterous enough to hold a pingpong paddle or a paint
brush. She has staged multiple exhibitions and supplements her
retirement pension by selling some of her artwork. “She works so
easily that I’ve totally forgotten she paints with her feet,” said her
painting instructor, Parisa Samavatian. Etezadossaltaneh’s skill at
table tennis has led to her being featured in public exhibition match-
es. But she insists that she wants to be more than just a symbolic fig-
ure of inspiration. “I want to play seriously and get a name,” she said.
“I want to represent my country in competitions overseas.” — AP

Zohreh
Etezadossaltaneh

plays ping pong
using her toes to

hold the 
paddle in a sport

club in Tehran.
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Zohreh Etezadossaltaneh uses her foot to help her mother to drink water at their
home.

Zohreh Etezadossaltaneh as her teacher Parisa Samavatian observes.

Zohreh Etezadossaltaneh uses her feet to pour tea at her home. Zohreh Etezadossaltaneh waters her garden by holding the hose with her foot.

Zohreh Etezadossaltaneh ladles soup into a bowl for lunch at her home.

Zohreh Etezadossaltaneh pays for fruit by using her
foot to give the cashier money.

Zohreh Etezadossaltaneh works on her laptop.
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For 100 years, celebrities have 
helped urge animal kindness 

These days, people pay piles of cash to pamper their pets,
but problems remain on the farm and in the slaughter-
house, on movie sets and at animal shelters - even in the

wild. That’s why the American Humane Association is touting its
past to move animal welfare forward. It’s celebrating 100 years
of Be Kind to Animals Week, which draws celebrities, politicians
and everyday enthusiasts each May to raise awareness about the
plight of animals.

Day spas and designer duds for dogs are the norm now, but
inhumane treatment springs up in places from puppy mills to
jungles, where animals are killed for their tusks or pelts. In ways,
there’s more work to do than when kindness week started in
1915. Celebrities have asked people to combat different prob-
lems throughout the years, and history shows notables from
Eleanor Roosevelt to Shirley Temple and John Wayne have a soft
spot for helping animals. No star is taking the lead this year, but
the week will be expanded, lasting through 2015. Association
leaders will make television appearances, hold open houses and
provide materials to teach children compassion.

Traveling museum
An interactive retrospective about the week’s history will

appear online, and the group will tour schools with its traveling
museum and a fleet of famed Red Star Rescue trucks used to
save animals during disasters. “It warms my heart because here
we are, just as relevant today as we were 100 years ago,” said
association President and CEO Robin Ganzert. The group urges
Americans to take a pledge on Kindness100.org to help animals
by purchasing humanely raised eggs, meat and dairy; getting a
pet from a shelter to cut down on euthanasia; watching movies
featuring the “No Animals Were Harmed” end credit; and visiting
zoos and aquariums to learn about wildlife conservation.

A century ago, the kindness celebration started amid World
War I and the toll it took on horses. Before the war ended in
1918, 10 million horses would die on European battlefields.

Over the years, celebrities showcased different ways to help
animals:

1- In 1936, Shirley Temple asked people to watch out for ani-
mals crossing the road.

2- In 1966, “Bonanza” star Lorne Green urged Americans to
look out for “dognappers” and cattle rustlers.

3- In 1972, comedienne Carol Burnett aimed to teach fami-
lies, especially children, how to take care of newly adopted pets.

4- In 1982, actor Clint Eastwood, an Oscar-winning producer
and director, emphasized the importance of safety for entertain-
ment animals. “I won’t allow a scene where animals are mistreat-
ed. I won’t tolerate it and never have. There’s no movie that’s
worth it,” he said. —AP

This image provided by the American Humane
Association shows a poster used to celebrate the
100th anniversary of the American Humane
Association. — AP photos

In this 1915 photo provided by the American Humane
Association, children ride a bandwagon during the
first campaign promoting kindness to animals, 100
years ago.

An interior view
of Walnut Place,

a $100 million
estate on the

market in Dallas.
— AP photos

The poshest of luxury homes are acquir-
ing the cachet of a masterwork by
Picasso or Matisse. Rather than settle

for garages of antique cars or a museum’s
worth of paintings, billionaires are increas-
ingly willing to pay $100 million for homes
that can serve as showcases for their for-
tunes, according to an analysis issued
Thursday by Christie’s International Real
Estate. “It tells you that there is a new class of
collectible - they’re trophies now,” Dan Conn,
CEO of Christie’s real estate brokerage, said
of the most lavish homes being acquired.

The luxury housing market has shifted in
the past year as the dollar has strengthened.
Sales in Manhattan, Los Angeles, San
Francisco, London and other global hubs are
stabilizing after having rocketed in 2013,
when many buyers cashed in on stock mar-
ket gains. Now, multi-millionaires and billion-
aires are seeking estates overseas and at
resort destinations, the report said. The dol-
lar has appreciated 20 percent against the
euro in the past year, making pied-a-terres in
Paris and wineries in Bourdeaux more afford-
able for wealthy Americans. Sales are also
surging by averages of more than 20 percent
along the beaches of Turks & Caicos and the
slopes of Telluride, Colorado.

Club of billionaires
Five homes sold around the world for

more than $100 million in 2014, and a record
18 were listed for sale at that level, according
to the Christie’s report. Last year’s purchases
include a $146 million French Riviera man-
sion. Each square foot of the home cost
$22,577 - roughly equivalent to a new Honda
Accord. This is the new top tier for billion-
aires scouring the globe for signature homes,
a market that Conn said should continue to
prosper because the world minted 200 new
billionaires from 2013 to 2014. “You’ve got
this club of billionaires who just like to have
unique assets,” Conn said. “But it’s also,
truthfully, that they like to entertain their
friends and say, ‘This is mine.’”

The luxury market contrasts with the still-
struggling US real estate market as a whole.
Millions of homeowners still owe more on
their mortgages than their homes are worth -
a vestige of the housing crash that triggered

the Great Recession in late 2007. Buyers
remain sensitive to changes in mortgage
rates and price swings that could make own-
ership costlier. At the same time, access to
credit remains tight for some. Sales have
been running below a pace associated with
healthy markets. “There’s a deeper cultural
shift where people aren’t willing to get a
house at any cost,” said Glenn Kelman, CEO
of the brokerage Redfin. Existing homes sold
at an annual pace of 5.19 million in March, a
sharp increase after a brutal winter curtailed
buying in the Northeast,  the National
Association of Realtors said last week.
Kelman warns that that sales pace isn’t sus-
tainable because demand has been driven
largely by 30-year fixed mortgage rates aver-
aging just 3.65 percent, compared with a 52-
week high of 4.33 percent.

Second homes
Winter storms have also weighed on

Manhattan sales, yet analysts view that mar-
ket as remarkably stable. Sales in the bor-
ough during the first three months of 2015
fell 19.5 percent compared to the same peri-
od in 2014, while average prices have slipped
by roughly $40,000 to $1.73 million, accord-
ing to reports by the brokerage Douglas
Elliman. “We had a horrible winter,” said

Dottie Herman, CEO of Douglas Elliman. She
said many new developments in Manhattan
that would boost sales have yet to come
onto the market.

Herman is also seeing interest in second
homes, something she attributes in part to
wealthy baby boomers. Sales and prices have
surged in winter hotspots such as Aspen,
Colorado, where the average sales price
jumped 55 percent in the past year to $4.15
million. “That’s because of the baby
boomers, who are not retiring early and are
sometimes on their third wife at 65 and have
little kids,” Herman said.

Still, other luxury developers say the
stronger dollar has cut into sales. There has
been a 25 percent drop in Manhattan’s
monthly sales pace and a 50 percent drop in
Miami Beach, said Kevin Maloney, a develop-
er whose firm, Property Markets Group,
works on luxury buildings. Global buyers
have become more patient. They are seeking
value because their incomes, earned in
euros, pesos, reals and other currencies, now
buy less in dollars. Real estate magnates are
coping with same challenge facing manufac-
turers who are trying to sell their products
overseas. “If I had my druthers, I’d like to see
the dollar weaken against other currencies,”
Maloney said. — AP

$100 million for a home? 
Luxury buyers reach 

a new threshold 

An exterior view of Walnut Place, a $100 million estate on the market in Dallas.
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By Genine Babakian

When it came time to pack up my childhood home, it was
my mother’s wedding dress that put me over the edge.
Mellowed to a uniform shade of custard, it sat in the box

it had been stored in for over six decades. Dislodged from its attic
perch, it was shuttled around from room to room as my brothers
and I chipped away at belongings our parents had collected over
a lifetime.

We mostly managed to rise above the sibling tension that
often accompanies the liquidation of an estate. But as the only
daughter, I tacitly became the one to decide what to do with the
wedding dress. And I put off that decision until the rooms held
nothing but exposed picture hooks on bare walls. “The most chal-
lenging is the thought of letting go. For some people, it is more
difficult than for others,” says Marlene Stocks, founder of Senior
Transition Services in Huntingdon Valley,Pennsylvania, who offers
help to people like me - adult children trying to cope with dis-
mantling and selling the first place they called home.

After my mother passed away, my father stuck it out in the
house for as long as he could. But his move to assisted living
required the next generation to step up and empty the family
home as quickly as possible. We divided heirlooms; collected
papers; identified items to be sold, stored, donated. We took so
many trips to the dump that they asked us not to come back. The
process was not without its high points. My mother was a senti-
mental collector, and the house was full of clutter. You never
knew what might be lurking in a drawer or closet. In one dresser, I

found a Ziploc baggie full of baby teeth, The New York Times
from the day President Kennedy was assassinated, and my grand-
mother’s Armenian Bible, dated 1906.

The sheer volume of letters and memorabilia was both stag-
gering and heartwarming. That haiku I wrote in third grade, the
parent-teacher conference report that revealed my trouble with
homonyms, the Valentine’s Day puzzle I cut out by hand. Over the
course of a few months, we thinned out the contents of the
house. Throughout the process, I fell into one of two modes: cold-
blooded purger or weepy sentimentalist. With ice running
through my veins, I discarded Jose, the monkey head carved out
of a coconut that I got as a Christmas present in 1968. My moth-
er’s complete collection of Gourmet magazines - gone. I made the
executive decision not to save my grandfather’s crumbling med-
ical diploma.

But my icy efficiency could melt suddenly and unexpectedly.
Something as insignificant as a torn envelope with a note scrib-
bled in my mother’s hand might instigate the shift. Or trying to
figure out what to do with her wedding dress.

Taking inventory
With new clients, Stocks begins with a conversation, “almost

like therapy, over a nice cup of tea. We take it slow in the begin-
ning. We talk about the things they’d like to keep; the things we
may be able to give to family members. The things that could be
sold or donated. Only then, at the end of the process, do we talk
about throwing anything away.” Professionals who assist in
downsizing and relocations warn that family dynamics can be
volatile. There may be one sibling who wants to throw everything
away, while another may drag out the process indefinitely, find-
ing nostalgic value in every tchotchke. And, of course, there are
always those who want the biggest slice of the pie.

Parents can make things simpler by divvying up the valuables
in advance. But for families without a plan, a personal property
appraiser can help. “Children have a tendency to believe the
majority of what mom and dad have is far more valuable than it
actually is. People often think because it is old it is valuable,” says
Julie Hall of Charlotte, North Carolina, who has been an estate liq-
uidator and personal property appraiser for 25 years. At the same
time, Hall warns, you don’t want to act until you know what
things are worth.

Calling in the professionals
Once heirlooms are appraised, family members can divide

them more equitably or know the value of items they wish to sell.
Then they can call a second professional: the estate liquidator,
who helps sell items of value, and donate or discard the rest.

Hall, author of “The Boomer Burden: Dealing With Your
Parents’ Lifetime Accumulation of Stuff” (Thomas Nelson, 2008),
has seen her share of Wedgewood china, painted porcelain and

figurines. Emptying closets and crawling through attics, she has
also uncovered some memorable finds. Once, in a shopping bag
full of wrapping paper and ribbon, she discovered a stash of plat-
inum and sapphire jewelry. In another home, she found loose dia-
monds hidden in used Kleenex.

Her find reminded me of the gold-and-opal pin I happened to
notice in an empty dresser drawer that was heading toward the
auction house. I retrieved it at the last minute, slipping it into my
pocket. As for the wedding dress, I still haven’t found a solution.
Perhaps I’ll leave it in my attic, and let my children deal with it in
the decades to come. — AP

This photo shows the exterior of Genine Babakian’s childhood home in Larchmont, NY. — AP photos

Old doll house items in Babakian’s childhood home.

Items from a silver collection.

Packing up emotions with your childhood home

An old Singer sewing machine in Babakian’s childhood home.

This undated image released by Genine Babakian shows an
old medical diploma from the American University in Beirut
found in Babakian’s childhood home.
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Abed Mahfouz’s spring-summer 

2015 fashion show 
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Lebanese international designer Abed Mahfouz, left, waves to the audience as he walks next to a model in a wedding dress
during his spring-summer 2015 fashion show in Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, April 29, 2015. — AP photos

Models display creations by Lebanese international designer Abed Mahfouz during his Spring-Summer 2015 fashion show in Beirut, Lebanon. — AP photos
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From Salvador Dali’s turn on “What’s My Line?” to a dreamy,
cherry-topped ice cream sundae thought up by Andy Warhol
for a restaurant commercial, modern art indelibly influenced

early television. In a new exhibit, “Revolution of the Eye,” the
Jewish Museum and its curator, Maurice Berger, travel back to the
birth of TV, delving into most every crevice for connections to the
art world through more than 260 objects, artifacts and clips.
There’s innovator Rod Serling, who clashed often with network
executives over “The Twilight Zone,” Bruce Wayne and Dick
Grayson - aka Batman and Robin - debating the elitism of the
avant-garde on “Batman,” and the iconic eye logo of CBS, inspired
by the hex symbol on Shaker barns.

They’re joined by “Winky Dink and You,” the CBS Saturday
morning show that had kids drawing on TV screens via vinyl trans-
parencies in the first ingenious attempt at interactivity in 1953.
And there’s Barbra Streisand romping through the Philadelphia
Museum of Art in a CBS musical special that showed off the net-
work’s new all-color, prime-time lineup in 1966.

“It’s an excited, open, anything-goes moment that allowed
these two communities to come together,” Berger said Tuesday
during a media preview ahead of the exhibit’s Friday opening. “In
early television, in the ‘50s and ‘60s, there were no conventions.
The remarkable thing is that the lack of conventions meant that
smart people could hire smart artists and designers and get away
with a lot,” he said.

Gorilla costumes
Nobody tried harder than Ernie Kovacs, an early television gad-

fly who pushed boundaries as a comedian, actor, writer and pro-
ducer. The mustachioed Kovacs once staged “Swan Lake” with
dancers in gorilla costumes and published a novel, “Zoomar,” in
1957 about a broadcast executive’s descent into insanity.

He wasn’t alone in both mocking and embracing contemporary
art genres, from surrealism and dadaism to op and pop, said
Berger, a research professor at the Center for Art, Design and
Visual Culture at the University of Maryland, Baltimore County.

“I think that ‘Batman’ is the perfect example of the ambivalent
relationship of mainstream culture to modern art and to the avant-
garde,” he said. “The producers and writers and directors of
American television were not unaware of the prevailing view that
television was purveying schlock, that television was not as good
as film, that television was not an art form.”

That, Berger said, led the smartest among them to look to “seri-
ous art as an influence in order to remind the public that TV was a
medium that was trying, that it was pushing the envelope. But at
the same time, I think, there was always a fear that if you got too

elitist you would go over the heads of the American public.” In
addition to fictional, quiz and variety shows, much of the pushing
and experimenting came in commercials. Warhol created his sun-
dae with “groovy scoops” for the New York restaurant chain
Schrafft’s. He also turned Barbara Feldon of “Get Smart” into four
bright silhouettes on the cover of TV Guide in 1966.

Amateur painters
Cartoonist Jules Feiffer came up with a suffering stick figure of

a man and his disembodied head for Alka-Seltzer in 1967 and New

York’s Metropolitan Museum of Art had a hand as early as 1941 in
producing experimental programs that introduced its collections
to a local audience on the city’s CBS affiliate.

Behind it all, through much of the 20th century in Europe and
the United States, were Jewish artists, designers, filmmakers, schol-
ars, critics and performers shaping modern culture and TV simulta-
neously. Among them: Saul Bass, Roy Lichtenstein, Groucho Marx,
Man Ray, Aline B. Saarinen and William S Paley himself, the
founder and president of CBS, an avid art collector who served on
the board of the Museum of Modern Art for half a century.

Saarinen, the daughter of amateur painters who took her on
European art tours as a child, frequently examined the relationship
between art and society as a critic for The New York Times. She
was also known for her work on NBC News and “Today,” interview-
ing modern artists, critiquing modern architecture and introduc-
ing new ideas in stylish, cinematic on-location segments that cov-
ered Georgia O’Keeffe, Edward Hopper and the Pan Am Building in
New York. She rebuffed the latter. “When she appeared as a guest
on the ‘Today’ show in 1964, 600 viewers wrote in, ‘We love this
woman. She has to stay on television,’” Berger said. “She was able
to make O’Keeffe and Alberto Giacometti comprehensible.”

The Eye of the Beholder
As viewer-friendly as Saarinen was, Serling and Kovacs routine-

ly fought the networks, Berger said. For Serling, conflict often
came over the surreal nature of “The Twilight Zone,” which ran on
CBS from 1959 to 1964. The show’s references to art were there for
the taking: a white door in the title sequence from Season Four in
1963 and its harkening to Rene Magritte’s 1939 oil on canvas, “The
Victory,” for example. Another Magritte painting, “The Lovers”
from 1928, shows an embracing couple with cloth wrapped
around their heads. Season Two of “The Twilight Zone” in 1960
included an episode titled “The Eye of the Beholder,” with a
patient’s head fully masked by bandages.

“It is quintessentially a surrealist’s dream, but it’s a surrealist’s
dream for a Cold War moment,” Berger said of Serling’s ground-
breaking, eerie series. “It’s not the surrealism of Man Ray or
Duchamp of the 1920s. It’s a surrealism of post-war America, of the
jitteriness, of the anxieties.” He believes Serling’s creation and the
many television works of Kovacs on various networks, captured a
culture in flux. “They are on a par with some of the great avant-
garde filmmakers of the time,” Berger said. “They showed that the
possibilities were really quite endless.”— AP

This undated photo provided by the Jewish Museum shows a page from a December 1951 Fortune magazine arti-
cle featuring the iconic eye logo of CBS, that is included in a new exhibit at the museum in New York, ‘Revolution of
the Eye: Modern Art and the Birth of American Television,’ running May 1 - Sept 20.—AP photos

An Andy Warhol, ‘Get Smart’ cover for a 1966 TV Guide, that is
included in a new exhibit at the museum in New York.

A still from NBC’s ‘The Dinah Shore Show’.

Revolution of the Eye: Museum 

show takes on art and early TV 
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One hundred years ago, African-Americans began a mass exo-
dus from the rural South, heading north in search of economic
opportunity and social equality. The Museum of Modern Art is

paying tribute to that movement in a rare exhibition of a series chroni-
cling the phenomenon from artist Jacob Lawrence, himself the son of
migrants. His Great Migration series, featuring 60 poignant narrative
paintings, is the centerpiece of the exhibition that runs through Sept
7. Lawrence, who died in 2000, was only 23 when he completed the
works in 1941. The small tempera paintings depict various scenes of
the multi-decade mass movement that began in 1915. Executed in
bold colors, they portray scenes of life and death, work, home and
hardships for the millions of African Americans who relocated North
in pursuit of a better future.

The year they were finished, the paintings were exhibited at the
Downtown Gallery in Manhattan, marking the first time a black artist
was represented by a New York gallery. Soon after, they entered the
collections of MoMA and The Phillips Collection in Washington, DC,
with each acquiring half.

Interactive website
The exhibition, “One-Way Ticket: Jacob Lawrence’s Migration

Series and Other Visions of the Great Movement North,” is the first
time the entire series is on view at MoMA in 20 years. Phillips showed

all 60 panels in 2008. To put the paintings in historical context, the
exhibition also includes video and audio recordings of performances
by Duke Ellington and Billie Holiday; photographs by Dorothea Lange
and Gordon Parks; and writings by Langston Hughes and Richard
Wright. A special interactive website allows people to explore
zoomable high-resolution images of all 60 panels.

In conjunction with the exhibition, the museum will hold a panel
discussion next week led by Khalil Gibran Muhammad, director of the
Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture, on the continuing
legacy of Jim Crow - how it shapes issues of race, justice and public
policy today. It also has commissioned 10 noted poets to create poet-
ry based on Lawrence’s series. “The migration series is not history set
in the past, but rather an ongoing phenomenon,” said exhibition cura-
tor Leah Dickerman. “It’s contemporary history focused on the experi-
ence of ordinary people and he tells it in a contemporary, almost cine-
matic way.”

Short captions
The series opens with an image of a chaotic crowd in a train station

pushing toward three ticket windows marked Chicago, New York and
St Louis. Lawrence was the son of migrants who moved to Harlem
when he was 13. “He often spoke of hearing stories of people ‘coming
up’ from friends and family,” said Dickerman. He spent months

researching the Great Migration before embarking on the series,
beginning by coming up with short captions for the scenes he
planned.

In an image of a large group of migrants weighed down with
heavy bags he simply states: “The migration gained momentum.”
Another of a migrant worker with his tenant landlord says “tenant
farmers received harsh treatment at the hands of planters.”

Among other reasons blacks left in droves were lynchings in the
South and the freedom to vote in the North, Lawrence said in cap-
tions accompanying other pictures. So many left, that “crops were left
to dry and spoil ... there was no one to tend to them,” he says for a
painting of a withering field. “The works we’ve gathered in the show ...
testify to the importance of the migration as an extraordinary agent of
cultural innovation, bringing the sounds and tastes and language of
the South into a new urban framework,” said Dickerman. “Out of this
came new genres and scores of landmark works - the very foundation
for what we think of as the culture of urban America.” If the exhibition
“sparks a conversation, we’ll have done one thing about keeping our
attention on one of the greatest issues of today,” added museum
Director Glenn Lowry. — AP

A panel of The Great Migration series by African-American artist Jacob Lawrence titled
‘During the World War there was a great migration North by Southern Negroes’.

This photo provided by the Museum of Modern Art shows a panel of The Great Migration
series by African-American artist Jacob Lawrence titled ‘Another of the social causes of the
migrants’ leaving was that at times they did not feel safe, or it was not the best thing to be
found on the streets late at night. — AP photos

Jacob Lawrence’s Great Migration series on view at MoMA 

An image of ‘Winky Dink and You’. A new exhibit at the museum in New York, ‘Revolution of the Eye: Modern Art and the
Birth of American Television’.
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Streaming site

Grooveshark

shuts under

industry pressure

NEW YORK: Grooveshark, an early leader in music streaming
that enraged major labels by letting users upload copyright-
ed songs, abruptly shut down late Thursday after years of liti-
gation. Amid the rapid growth of streaming services such as
Spotify that cooperate with the music industry, Grooveshark’s
website went dark as the company avoided potential penal-
ties in the hundreds of millions of dollars. Grooveshark, which
claimed 30 million monthly users, said in a message on the
site that it had reached a settlement with the three major
record label conglomerates to cease operations immediately
and hand over copyrighted song files.

“We started out nearly 10 years ago with the goal of help-
ing fans share and discover music,” the message said. “But
despite best of intentions, we made very serious mistakes. We
failed to secure licenses from rights holders for the vast
amount of music on the service. “That was wrong. We apolo-
gize. Without reservation,” it said.

Avoiding massive penalties 
Grooveshark was founded in 2006 by three students at

the University of Florida in one of the first sites that, in effect,
allowed users to listen to music on-demand for free.
Grooveshark’s young, entrepreneurial spirit brought frequent
media comparisons to Facebook with one founder who left
the company, Colombian-born Andres Barreto, sometimes
called the Latin Mark Zuckerberg. Grooveshark allowed users
to upload songs, which were often protected by copyright, to
which others could listen. The site eventually reached agree-
ments with some independent labels but faced a string of
lawsuits from the three major conglomerates-Universal, Sony
and Warner Music. Grooveshark’s future prospects turned
bleak in September when a federal judge, Thomas Griesa,
ruled that the site’s bosses had actively encouraged employ-
ees to upload song files, even ones that were previously tak-
en down due to copyright concerns. The labels and
Grooveshark reached the settlement to avoid a jury trial in
New York. Had the trial gone forward, Grooveshark’s execu-
tives-Sam Tarantino and Josh Greenberg-could have been
held liable for a crushing $736 million as Griesa planned to tell
jurors that each of the 4,907 allegedly infringed songs carried
up to $150,000 in damages.

The Recording Industry Association of America confirmed
that Tarantino and Greenberg, whose parent company of
Grooveshark is called Escape Media Inc., reached a settlement
with the major labels. Greenberg and Tarantino agreed to
pay “significant financial penalties” if they violate the terms,
the industry association said.”This is an important victory for
artists and the entire music industry,” the group said in a
statement, adding that the decision “ends a major source of
infringing activity.”

Rapid growth of streaming 
Since Grooveshark’s inception, streaming has become

increasingly mainstream. Industry leader Spotify, based in
Sweden, launched in 2008 and now claims 60 million users,
with 15 million paying for advertisement-free service.
Spotify’s free level has been controversial among artists, most
notably pop  superstar Taylor Swift who last year abruptly
pulled her catalog from the site. But even critics acknowledge
that Spotify, unlike Grooveshark, abides by label guidelines
on licensing. Other mainstream streaming sites include
Deezer, Google Play, Rhapsody and Tidal, which rap mogul
Jay Z bought as he eyes a slice of the booming sector.

Spotify CEO Daniel Ek, responding last year to Swift’s criti-
cisms, said that his company had paid back $2 billion in royal-
ties and countered that the alternative would be for fans to
go to “pirate” sites such as Grooveshark. Grooveshark had
long rejected claims of piracy. But in the statement announc-
ing its end, Grooveshark encouraged its users to go to
licensed streaming services. Grooveshark said that it believed
it served a purpose but that there were “now hundreds of
fan-friendly, affordable services.” The demise of Grooveshark
has parallels to Napster, a sharing platform for audio files that
rocked the music industry in the late 1990s. Napster’s original
version shut due to a court injunction in 2001, around the
same time that Apple launched its iPod with licensed digital
files. — AFP

FOSTER CITY: Tesla CEO Elon Musk is trying to steer his electric car
company’s battery technology into homes and businesses as part of
an elaborate plan to reshape the power grid with millions of small
power plants made of solar panels on roofs and batteries in garages.
Musk, a billionaire, is expected to announce Tesla’s expansion into the
home battery market Thursday evening in southern California. He is
renowned for pursuing far-out projects. For instance, colonizing Mars
is one of Musk’s goals at Space X, a rocket maker that he also runs.

Although the battery will be made by Tesla, it’s expected to be
sold as part of a package with a solar power system by SolarCity, a
solar installer founded by Musk’s cousins, Lyndon and Peter Rive.
Musk is SolarCity’s chairman and largest shareholder. As with Tesla’s
electric cars, which start around $70,000, the battery will probably be
too expensive for most consumers. The system is expected to cost
several thousand dollars, discouraging widespread adoption, espe-
cially for a product that may only have limited use.  For now, the bat-
tery primarily serves as an expensive backup system during blackouts
for customers like David Cunningham, an aerospace engineer from
Foster City, California. He installed a Tesla battery late last year to pair
with his solar panels as part of a pilot program run by the California
Public Utilities Commission to test home battery performance.

Power system
Although Cunningham’s home has not endured a blackout in the

six months that he has had the battery, it’s capable of running critical
home appliances like lights and refrigeration and can be recharged by
solar panels during the day. “As long as a person has solar panels, it’s
just a natural fit for the two to go together,” Cunningham, 77, said. “I
consider it to be a whole power system right here in my home.”
Cunningham took advantage of state incentives that sharply reduced
the battery’s $18,300 sticker price under the pilot program. He still
paid $7,500.

“The value proposition now is around reliability and backup power
more than it is around savings, but over time that may change,” said
Shayle Kahn, an analyst at GTM Research.  The batteries are likely to
become more useful if, as expected, more utilities and regulators
allow power prices to change throughout the day based on market
conditions. That way, the software that controls the solar and battery
system will allow customers to use their home-generated power - and
not expensive grid power - when grid prices spike.

Many commercial customers already buy power this way, and
Tesla is expected to announce battery systems designed for them,
along with bigger battery packs that utilities can use to manage their
grids. Analysts say these utility and commercial markets will probably

be more promising for Tesla during the next few years than residen-
tial customers. 

Giant factory
The long-term goal is to create regional networks of home batter-

ies that could be controlled as if they were a power plant. That would
give utilities another way to ensure that they can provide power at
times of peak demand. “You have to allow the owner to unbundle the
value in the battery,” said Ken Munson, CEO of Sunverge, a power
storage company teaming with the solar panel maker SunPower to
develop a battery service that utilities can use and potentially profit
from.  Tesla is building a giant factory in Nevada that will begin churn-
ing out batteries in 2017, so Musk needs to begin drumming up cus-
tomers now. The spotlight may help Musk push policy makers and
utilities to consider reshaping regulations so solar and battery storage
could be more easily incorporated into the larger electric system,
Kahn said.

Tesla’s ambitions already have intrigued homeowners like Mike
Thielen, who installed one of the prototype batteries with SolarCity
panels on his Redondo Beach, California, home last year.  Although he
hasn’t needed the backup power yet, he has embraced the concept.
“I think it’s brilliant,” he said. “I would consider upgrading to a more
powerful home battery if they could figure out a way to get me totally
off the grid.”— AP

Tesla to expand battery 

tech to homes, businesses

CALIFORNIA: A guests takes photographs of the Powerpack
system after Elon Musk, CEO of Tesla unveiled suit of batter-
ies for homes, businesses, and utilities.

CALIFORNIA: Telsa unveils battery to ‘transform energy infra-
structure’ A graphic showing new batteries is shown onstage
as Tesla Motors CEO Elon Musk unveils large utility scale
home batteries.

CALIFORNIA: David Cunningham points toward his SolarCity
Web page, which details his solar energy output.

CALIFORNIA: In this April 20, 2015 photo, David Cunnigham
shows a prototype Tesla battery system that powers his
Foster City, California home. — AP photos

CALIFORNIA: Elon Musk, CEO of Tesla Motors Inc, unveils the
company’s newest products, Powerwall and Powerpack in
Hawthorne.
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NEW YORK: Dumping social media stocks that show
any sign of weakness is trending on Wall Street. Shares
of LinkedIn Corp. plunged Thursday after the profes-
sional networking service gave a disappointing out-
look for the second quarter, hurt largely part by its
pending purchase of online learning company
Lynda.com. Twitter, meanwhile, lost 23 percent of its
value through Thursday this week. On Tuesday, the
messaging service reported revenue and offered an
outlook that fell short of Wall Street’s expectation. On
top of that, investors had been rattled when Twitter’s
earnings report came out inadvertently nearly an hour
ahead of schedule.

The sharp declines came amid a particularly bad
week for the tech-heavy Nasdaq, which was down
some 3 percent this week, on pace for its worst week
this year. Tech darling Apple seems to be the biggest
culprit for the drop. Its shares fell 2.7 percent on
Thursday and are down nearly 4 percent for the week.
Not even Facebook seems immune to the dump, even
with last week’s solid earnings report behind it. Its

shares are down 3.4 percent for the week, although
they are up about 1 percent for the year.

Investor confidence
The double-digit stock declines at Twitter and

LinkedIn show that investors have little patience for
weakness in highly valued social media stocks. Twitter
attributed its revenue shortfall to weaker-than-expect-
ed contributions from some of its newer advertising
products. The shortfall came at a time investors were
looking for stronger advertising growth to make up
for less-than-stellar user numbers. Without either,
investor confidence was shaken. Sterne Agee analyst
Arvind Bhatia said he wasn’t surprised that Wall Street
reacted severely, given Twitter’s high share price valu-
ation and - at least until this week - its strong perform-
ance this year.

LinkedIn, whose high-flying stock has been bat-
tered for far less than Thursday’s weak outlook, gave
investors a rare negative surprise. It said its weak view
resulted from changes in currency exchange rates,

costs of its pending acquisition of Lynda.com and oth-
er items. The $1.5 billion deal announced earlier this
month is the largest in LinkedIn’s history. For the cur-
rent quarter,  Mountain View, California-based
LinkedIn expects adjusted earnings of 28 cents per
share on revenue of $670 million to $675 million. 

More extreme
Analysts were forecasting much higher adjusted

earnings of 74 cents per share on revenue of $719 mil-
lion, according to FactSet. The Lynda acquisition is
expensive, but LinkedIn is “building a great long-term
business,” said BGC Partners analyst Colin Gillis.

He also said there’s often a sharp market reaction
to LinkedIn’s earnings, with the stock moving at least
6 percent after results came out in the past eight quar-
ters and 10 percent or more in half of them. On
Thursday, however, the reaction was far more
extreme, The company’s stock tumbled $63.93, or 25
percent, to $188.20 in extended trading. The stock had
closed down 2 percent. — AP

LinkedIn joins Twitter in post-earnings tumble

SAN FRANCISCO: Microsoft hopes to get more people using the next
version of its Windows software on all kinds of devices by giving them
access to many of the same apps they’re already using on Apple or
Android phones. In a major strategy shift, a top executive told an audi-
ence of several thousand software developers Wednesday that
Microsoft will release new tools to help them quickly adapt the apps
they’ve built for Apple or Android gadgets, so they will work on smart-
phones, PCs and other devices that use the new Windows 10 operat-
ing system coming later this year. On the first day of the company’s
annual software conference, other executives showed off more uses
for Microsoft’s holographic “augmented reality” headset, the
HoloLens - although it’s not yet for sale. 

Losing ground
They also announced the official name for a new web browser,

called “Edge,” that they promised will be faster and more useful than
the Internet Explorer that’s been a Microsoft mainstay for 20 years. All
those initiatives are tied to the impending release of Windows 10, the
centerpiece of Microsoft’s ambitions to regain the stature it com-
manded when Windows-based PCs dominated the computing world.
Today, after losing ground to smartphones and tablets that run soft-
ware from rivals Apple and Google, Microsoft wants to make
Windows 10 the universal software for PCs, phones and other
Internet-connected gadgets. “Windows 10 represents a new genera-
tion of Windows, built for an era of more personal computing,” CEO
Satya Nadella said during a keynote speech, adding that today’s con-
sumers and corporate workers want to have the same experience
when they are using a variety of devices.

Although Microsoft has previously shown off some features of
Windows 10, it’s hoping to enlist an army of software developers as
allies in its campaign to build enthusiasm for the new release. The
company is using the three-day conference, called Build, to demon-
strate more features and app-building tools, with an emphasis on
mobile devices as well as PCs. “Our goal is to make Windows 10 the
most attractive development platform ever,” Vice President Terry
Myerson said. To win over consumers who use competing software,
Microsoft needs to persuade outside developers, who create software
for consumers and corporate clients, it’s worth their time to create
new apps and programs for Windows 10. “Getting developer buy-in is

absolutely the crucial thing,” said JP Gownder, a tech industry analyst
at Forrester Research. 

Major change
He said Microsoft has struggled with a “chicken-and-egg” prob-

lem, in which developers have been reluctant to build mobile apps for
Windows because relatively few people use Windows phones and
tablets. Currently, there are more than 1.4 million apps for Android
phones and about the same for Apple devices, while there are only a
few hundred thousand apps that work on Windows phones and
tablets. Microsoft’s move to help developers adapt their Apple and
Android apps for Windows 10 is a major change from the past, when
each company maintained rigid differences in their software plat-
forms. Microsoft is also hoping to entice developers by promising that
apps for Windows 10 will work equally well on PCs, mobile gadgets,
Xbox game consoles and even the HoloLens. The company has
another big carrot to wave in front of those developers: Microsoft has
already said it will release Windows 10 as a free upgrade to people
who now have PCs or other gadgets running the previous two ver-
sions of Windows, provided they upgrade in the coming year. That
could help create a huge new audience of Windows 10 users in a rela-
tively short time, Gownder said.

Developing nations
Myerson predicted there will be a billion devices using Windows

10 within the next two to three years. Apps for all those devices will be
distributed through a single Windows app store. Myerson also said
Microsoft will partner with wireless carriers so consumers who lack
credit cards can pay for apps on their phone bill - a popular method in
developing nations. Microsoft has not said exactly when Windows 10
is coming, although some were hoping the company would
announce a date on Wednesday.  Since he became CEO last year,
Nadella has been presiding over a major overhaul at Microsoft. He has
redesigned some of Microsoft’s most popular programs for mobile
users and invested in new “cloud-computing” services, in which busi-
nesses pay to use software that’s housed in Microsoft’s data centers.
Microsoft announced several new initiatives Wednesday for its Azure
cloud-computing service, which has emerged as a fast-growing rival
to a popular cloud business operated by Amazon. —AP

Microsoft opens Windows

10 to Apple, Android apps

Inked and irked: Apple

Watch users report

tattoo problems

NEW YORK: It’s an annoying problem for the unlucky few: the
Apple Watch’s heart rate monitor might not work if you have a
tattoo on your wrist. Inked and irked Apple fans have dubbed the
issue “TattooGate” on Twitter, complaining that they must
choose between their body art and their stylish gadget. Apple,
for its part, acknowledged the issue on its support website.
“Permanent or temporary changes to your skin, such as some tat-
toos, can also impact heart rate sensor performance,” the site
reads. “The ink, pattern, and saturation of some tattoos can block
light from the sensor, making it difficult to get reliable readings.”

While the issue might sound like one of those “1 percenter
problems” some Twitter users wondered how it happened that
Apple didn’t have a single designer or tester with a wrist tattoo
who would have noticed the problem. Apple suggests that users
who can’t get a consistent heart rate reading connect their Apple
Watch wirelessly to external heart rate monitors. If you have a
wrist tattoo and aren’t planning on removing it for the sake of the
watch, it might make sense to test out the heart rate monitor fea-
ture before you commit to a watch.

This isn’t Apple’s first “-gate” problem. “Antennagate” in 2010
was a short-lived problem with the iPhone 4’s antenna design,
which caused reception problems when people covered a certain
spot on the antenna with their bare hand. Then-CEO Steve Jobs
apologized to people who were not completely satisfied with the
iPhone 4, but denied there was an antenna problem that needed
fixing. Even so, the company gave out free protective cases. Even
so, “Antennagate” didn’t seem to make a dent in the iPhone’s
popularity or sour Apple’s devoted fan base, and it’s unlikely that
“TattooGate” will make or break the Apple Watch. — AP
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03:40 Storage Hunters
04:05 Dallas Car Sharks
04:30 Auction Hunters
05:00 How It’s Made
05:30 How It’s Made
06:00 Alaska: The Last Frontier
06:50 Kindig Customs
07:40 Fast N’ Loud
08:30 Storage Hunters
08:55 Dallas Car Sharks
09:20 Auction Hunters
09:45 How It’s Made
10:10 How It’s Made
10:35 Treehouse Masters
11:25 The Pool Master
12:15 Tanked
13:05 Storage Hunters
13:30 Dallas Car Sharks
13:55 Auction Hunters
14:20 Alaska: The Last Frontier
15:10 Kindig Customs
16:00 Fast N’ Loud
16:50 How It’s Made
17:15 How It’s Made
17:40 Head Games
18:30 Fast N’ Loud
19:20 Misfit Garage
20:10 Dallas Car Sharks
20:35 Auction Hunters
21:00 Fast N’ Loud
21:50 Misfit Garage
22:40 Wheeler Dealers
23:30 Head Games

2 GUNS ON OSN MOVIES ACTION HD

03:15 Giuliana & Bill
04:10 E!ES
05:05 E!ES
06:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
06:55 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
07:50 Style Star
08:20 E! News
09:15 Giuliana & Bill
10:15 E!ES
11:10 E!ES
12:05 E! News
13:05 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
13:35 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
14:05 Fashion Bloggers
14:30 Fashion Bloggers
15:00 House Of DVF
16:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
17:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
18:00 E! News
19:00 The E! True Hollywood Story
20:00 Giuliana & Bill
21:00 Fashion Bloggers
21:30 Fashion Bloggers
22:00 E! News
23:00 Christina Milian Turned Up
23:30 Christina Milian Turned Up

03:00 Guy’s Big Bite
03:30 Roadtrip With G. Garvin
04:00 Roadtrip With G. Garvin
04:30 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
05:00 Chopped
06:00 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
06:30 Siba’s Table
07:00 Roadtrip With G. Garvin
07:30 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
08:00 Chopped
09:00 Barefoot Contessa - Back To
Basics
09:30 Farm Kings
10:30 The Big Eat...
11:00 Siba’s Table
11:30 Chopped
12:30 Siba’s Table
13:00 Guy’s Big Bite
13:30 Guy’s Big Bite
14:00 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
14:30 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
15:00 Roadtrip With G. Garvin
15:30 Roadtrip With G. Garvin
16:00 Chopped
17:00 Guy’s Big Bite
17:30 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
18:00 Siba’s Table
18:30 The Big Eat...

21:00 Crimes Against Nature
22:00 Untamed Americas
23:00 Family Guns
NAT GEO WILD HD
03:45 Invasion Of The Killer Whales
04:40 Cougar vs Wolf
05:35 Ultimate Animal Countdown
06:30 Hunter Hunted
07:25 Invasion Of The Killer Whales
08:20 Wild Spain
09:15 World’s Deadliest
10:10 Wild Indonesia
11:05 Great Migrations
12:00 Shark Men
12:55 Built For The Kill
13:50 Hunter Hunted
14:45 Shark Junction
15:40 Wild Sri Lanka
16:35 World’s Deadliest
17:30 Japan’s Wild Year
18:25 Hippo vs Croc
19:20 Shark Junction
20:10 Wild Sri Lanka
21:00 World’s Deadliest
21:50 Japan’s Wild Year
22:40 Hippo vs Croc
23:30 Shark Men

20:00 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
21:00 The Daily Show With Jon
Stewart
21:30 The Nightly Show With Larry
Wilmore
22:00 Girls
22:30 Girls
23:00 You’re The Worst
23:30 Late Night With Seth Meyers

03:00 The Knick
04:00 White Collar
05:00 The Flash
06:00 Downton Abbey
07:00 The Fosters
08:00 Sleepy Hollow
09:00 The Flash
10:00 American Idol
12:00 Emmerdale
13:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
14:00 Sleepy Hollow
15:00 Downton Abbey
16:00 Emmerdale
17:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
18:00 Sleepy Hollow
19:00 Once Upon A Time
20:00 Grey’s Anatomy
21:00 Top Gear (UK)
22:05 Survivor: Worlds Apart
23:00 The Knick

10:00 500 mph Storm
12:00 The Recruit
14:00 Fatal Instinct
16:00 Brave
18:00 Justice League: War
20:00 The Recruit
22:00 Shadow Conspiracy

09:00 Dead Poets Society
11:15 Jobs
13:30 Close Encounters Of The Third
Kind: Directors Cut
15:45 Searching For Sugar Man
17:15 Dead Poets Society
19:30 Texas Killing Fields
21:30 Ray

04:15 The 7th Dwarf
06:00 The Ugly Duckling And Me
08:00 Shark Bait
10:00 Sir Billi
11:30 Back To The Sea
13:15 Krazzy Planet
14:30 Imaginum
16:00 A Turtle’s Tale 2: Sammy’s
Escape From Paradise
18:00 Sir Billi
20:00 Garfield’s Pet Force
22:00 Imaginum
23:30 A Turtle’s Tale 2: Sammy’s
Escape From Paradise

19:00 Chopped
20:00 Roadtrip With G. Garvin
20:30 Roadtrip With G. Garvin
21:00 BBQ Crawl
21:30 BBQ Crawl
22:00 Bite This With Nadia G
22:30 Bite This With Nadia G
23:00 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
23:30 Chopped
ITV CHOICE HD
03:25 The Chase: Celebrity Specials
04:20 Keep It In The Family
05:15 The Chase
06:10 Big Star’s Little Star
07:05 Paul O’Grady: For The Love Of
Dogs
07:30 The Chase: Celebrity Specials
08:25 Keep It In The Family
09:20 Harry’s South Pole Heroes
10:15 May The Best House Win
11:10 Emmerdale
11:35 Emmerdale
12:00 Coronation Street
12:30 The Chase
13:25 May The Best House Win
14:20 Paul O’Grady: For The Love Of
Dogs
14:45 Big Star’s Little Star
15:35 Keep It In The Family
16:30 Who’s Doing The Dishes
17:25 Royalty Close Up
18:20 The Chase
19:05 Coronation Street
19:35 Keep It In The Family
20:30 Who’s Doing The Dishes
21:25 Royalty Close Up
22:20 Coronation Street
22:50 Emmerdale
23:15 Emmerdale
23:45 May The Best House Win

03:00 Hot In Cleveland
03:30 The Goldbergs
04:00 The Nightly Show With Larry
Wilmore
04:30 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
05:30 The Daily Show With Jon
Stewart
06:00 Hot In Cleveland
06:30 Two And A Half Men
07:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers
08:00 The Goldbergs
08:30 The Daily Show With Jon
Stewart
09:00 Hot In Cleveland
09:30 Black-Ish
10:00 Parks And Recreation
10:30 Two And A Half Men
11:00 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
12:00 Hot In Cleveland
13:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers
14:00 The Goldbergs
14:30 Black-Ish
15:00 Parks And Recreation
15:30 The Daily Show With Jon
Stewart
16:00 The Nightly Show With Larry
Wilmore
17:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers
18:00 Last Man Standing
18:30 New Girl
19:00 Black-Ish
19:30 Parks And Recreation

03:00 The War Generals
04:00 The Border
05:00 America’s Lost Treasures
06:00 Secrets Of The Tang Treasure
Ship
07:00 Great Migrations
08:00 The Mayan Apocalypse
09:00 Situation Critical
10:00 Is It Real?
11:00 Family Guns
12:00 America The Wild
13:00 Shark Men
14:00 Banged Up Abroad
15:00 Battleground Brothers
16:00 Mystery Files
16:30 Mystery Files
17:00 Crimes Against Nature
18:00 Untamed Americas
19:00 Battleground Brothers
20:00 Mystery Files
20:30 Mystery Files

03:00 Homeland
04:00 The Americans
05:00 Good Morning America
07:00 Emmerdale
08:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
09:00 Psych
10:00 Emmerdale
11:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
12:00 State Of Affairs
13:00 Devious Maids
14:00 Live Good Morning America
16:00 Psych
17:00 State Of Affairs
18:00 Devious Maids
19:00 Psych
20:00 State Of Affairs
21:00 Devious Maids
22:00 Homeland

04:00 Breakout
06:00 Fatal Instinct
08:00 Brave

04:00 Fatal Instinct-PG15
06:00 Brave-PG15
08:00 500 mph Storm-PG15
10:00 The Recruit-PG15
12:00 Fatal Instinct-PG15
14:00 Brave-PG15
16:00 Justice League: War-PG15
18:00 The Recruit-PG15
20:00 Shadow Conspiracy-PG15
22:00 2 Guns-18

04:00 The Life Aquatic With Steve
Zissou
06:00 See Spot Run
08:00 So Undercover
10:00 Life
12:00 The Life Aquatic With Steve
Zissou
14:00 Cloudy With A Chance Of
Meatballs 2
16:00 So Undercover
18:00 Raising Helen
20:00 Imogene
22:00 The Parole Officer

03:00 Prisoners-PG15
05:30 Stolen Child-PG15
07:00 Seven Days In Utopia-PG15
09:00 Upside Down-PG15
11:00 Stolen Child-PG15
13:00 Mirror Mirror-PG15
15:00 Kon-Tiki-PG15
17:00 Upside Down-PG15
19:00 Seeking A Friend For The End
Of The World-PG15
21:00 The Invisible Woman-PG15
23:00 Zulu-PG15

04:15 As Good As It Gets
06:45 Quiz Show

03:00 When The Game Stands Tall-
PG15
05:00 Enough Said-PG15
07:00 Muppets Most Wanted-PG
09:00 Planes: Fire And Rescue-PG
11:00 47 Ronin-PG15
13:00 Return To Nim’s Island-PG
14:45 The Butler-PG15
17:00 Planes: Fire And Rescue-PG
19:00 The Grand Budapest Hotel-
PG15
21:00 Grudge Match-PG15
23:00 About Last Night-18

03:45 Captain America: The Winter
Soldier-PG15
06:00 Good Deeds-PG15
08:00 Captain Phillips-PG15
10:30 The Grandmaster-PG15
13:00 Captain America: The Winter
Soldier-PG15
15:30 Captain Phillips-PG15
18:00 Safe-PG15
20:00 A Case Of You-PG15
22:00 Seven Psychopaths-18

03:00 Live MSNBC All In With Chris
Hayes
04:00 Live MSNBC The Rachel
Maddow Show
05:00 Live MSNBC The Last Word
W/ Lawrence O’Donnell
06:00 NBC Nightly News
06:30 ABC World News With David
Muir
06:57 NBC Nightly News
07:18 ABC World News With David
Muir
07:39 Live ABC Nightline
08:06 MSNBC The Rachel Maddow
Show
09:00 MSNBC The Last Word W/
Lawrence O’Donnell
10:00 Live ABC World News Now
10:30 Live ABC World News Now
11:00 Live NBC Early Today
11:30 Live ABC America This
Morning
12:00 Live ABC America This
Morning
12:30 Live ABC America This
Morning
13:00 Live ABC America This
Morning
13:30 MSNBC First Look
14:00 Live NBC Today Show
17:57 MSNBC Hardball W/ Chris
Matthews
18:38 MSNBC The Rachel Maddow
Show
19:19 MSNBC The Last Word W/
Lawrence O’Donnell
20:00 Live MSNBC Live With
Thomas Roberts
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SEVEN PSYCHOPATHS ON OSN MOVIES ACTION  HD

Something New
13:05 Something Borrowed,
Something New
13:30 Oprah’s Lifeclass
14:20 Oprah’s Master Class
15:10 Little People, Big World
15:35 Little People, Big World
16:00 Little People, Big World
16:25 Little People, Big World
16:50 Little People, Big World
17:15 Say Yes To The Dress: The Big
Day
18:05 Secrets Of The High Street
18:30 Secrets Of The High Street
18:55 Cake Boss
19:20 19 Kids And Counting
19:45 19 Kids And Counting
20:10 Little People Big World:
Holiday Surprise
21:00 19 Kids And Counting
21:25 19 Kids And Counting
21:50 Little People, Big World: Zach’s
First Love
22:40 Long Island Medium
23:05 Breaking Amish
23:55 Breaking Amish

15:20 Blood Relatives
16:10 Real Emergency Calls
16:35 Real Emergency Calls
17:00 Stalked: Someone’s
Watching
17:25 Stalked: Someone’s
Watching
17:50 Great Crimes And Trials
18:15 Great Crimes And Trials
18:40 Murder Shift
19:30 Murder Shift
20:20 Murder Shift
21:10 Murder Shift
22:00 Unravelled
22:50 Deadly Affairs
23:40 Double Cross
00:30 Evil, I
00:55 I Was Murdered
01:20 I Almost Got Away With It
02:10 Unravelled

03:00 Art Attack
03:25 Julius Jr.
03:35 Calimero
03:50 Henry Hugglemonster
04:00 Zou
04:15 Mouk
04:25 Jungle Junction
04:35 Art Attack
05:00 Julius Jr.
05:10 Calimero
05:25 Henry Hugglemonster
05:35 Zou
05:50 Mouk
06:00 Jungle Junction
06:10 Art Attack
06:35 Julius Jr.
06:45 Calimero
07:00 Jungle Junction
07:15 Zou
07:30 Calimero
07:45 Loopdidoo
08:00 Limon And Oli
08:10 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
08:35 Doc McStuffins
09:05 Art Attack
09:30 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
10:00 Sofia The First
10:25 Doc McStuffins
10:55 Zou
11:10 Jake And The Never Land

Pirates
11:35 Justin Time
11:50 Sheriff Callie’s Wild West
12:15 Sofia The First
12:45 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
13:10 Sheriff Callie’s Wild West
13:35 Zou
13:50 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
14:15 Doc McStuffins
14:45 Limon And Oli
14:55 Loopdidoo
15:10 Sofia The First
15:35 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
16:00 Cars Toons
16:05 Lilo & Stitch
16:30 Adventures Of The Gummi
Bears
17:00 Chip n Dale Rescue Rangers
17:25 Ducktales
18:00 Art Attack
18:30 Sofia The First
18:55 Cars Toons
19:00 The Adventures Of Disney
Fairies
19:30 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
19:45 Doc McStuffins
20:00 Adventures Of The Gummi
Bears
20:30 Sofia The First
20:55 Cars Toons
21:00 Chip n Dale Rescue Rangers
21:30 Ducktales
22:00 Lilo & Stitch
22:25 Art Attack
22:55 Limon And Oli
23:05 Zou
23:20 Mouk
23:35 Jungle Junction
23:50 Art Attack
00:15 Julius Jr.
00:30 Calimero
00:45 Henry Hugglemonster
01:00 Zou
01:15 Jungle Junction

03:15 Something Borrowed,
Something New
03:40 What Not To Wear
04:30 Cake Boss
05:00 Little People, Big World
05:30 Extreme Couponing
06:00 19 Kids And Counting
06:50 Cake Boss
07:15 Cake Boss
07:40 Cake Boss
08:05 Your Style In His Hands
08:55 Your Style In His Hands
09:45 Toddlers & Tiaras
10:35 Toddlers & Tiaras
11:25 Something Borrowed,
Something New
11:50 Something Borrowed,
Something New
12:15 Something Borrowed,
Something New
12:40 Something Borrowed,

03:00 Crimes That Shook The
World
03:45 Dates From Hell
04:07 Dates From Hell
04:30 Couples Who Kill
05:20 True Crime With Aphrodite
Jones
06:10 On The Case With Paula
Zahn
07:00 Extreme Forensics
07:50 On The Case With Paula
Zahn
08:40 Real Emergency Calls
09:05 Real Emergency Calls
09:30 Who On Earth Did I Marry?
09:55 Who On Earth Did I Marry?
10:20 Who On Earth Did I Marry?
10:45 Who On Earth Did I Marry?
11:10 The Will: Family Secrets
Revealed
12:00 The Will: Family Secrets
Revealed
12:50 Deadly Affairs
13:40 Fatal Encounters
14:30 Fatal Encounters

06:00 Kid vs Kat
06:10 Zeke & Luther
06:35 Ultimate Spider-Man
07:00 Phineas And Ferb
07:25 Zeke & Luther
07:50 Star Wars Rebels
08:15 Supa Strikas
08:40 The 7D

09:05 Phineas And Ferb
09:30 Star Wars Rebels
09:55 Lab Rats
10:20 Phineas And Ferb
10:45 Kickin’ It
11:15 Kickin’ It
11:40 Kickin’ It
12:05 Phineas And Ferb
12:30 Phineas And Ferb
13:00 The 7D
13:15 Meet The Robinsons
14:45 Toy Story Toons
14:55 Phineas And Ferb
15:20 Mighty Med
15:45 Star Wars Rebels
16:10 Supa Strikas
16:35 The 7D
17:00 Lab Rats
17:30 Meet The Robinsons
19:00 Phineas And Ferb
19:20 Supa Strikas
19:45 Ultimate Spider-Man
20:10 Star Wars Rebels
20:35 Lanfeust Quest
21:00 Boyster
21:25 Hulk And The Agents Of
S.M.A.S.H.
21:50 Lego Marvel Super Heroes
Maximum Overload
21:55 Marvel Avengers Assemble
22:20 Wander Over Yonder
23:00 Programmes Start At
6:00am KSA

00:20 Animal Fight Club
01:10 Yukon Vet
02:00 Ultimate Animal
Countdown
02:50 Hunter Hunted
03:45 I, Predator
04:40 Top Cats
05:35 Ultimate Animal
Countdown
06:30 Hunter Hunted
07:25 I, Predator
08:20 Secrets Of The Wild
09:15 World’s Deadliest
10:10 Wild Indonesia
11:05 Great Migrations
12:00 Monster Fish
12:55 Ultimate Animal
Countdown
13:50 Hunter Hunted
14:45 Invasion Of The Killer
Whales

22:00 Live MSNBC The Cycle
23:00 Live MSNBC Now With Alex
Wagner

07:00 Golfing World
08:00 World Rugby 
08:30 ICC Cricket 360
09:00 Volvo Ocean Race Highlights
10:30 Live Super Rugby
12:30 Live Super Rugby
18:00 Super Rugby Highlights 
18:30 Super Rugby Highlights 
19:00 WWE Bottomline
20:00 WWE Superstars
21:00 WWE Main Event

07:00 Live International Test Cricket -
BAN v PAK
12:00 Golfing World
15:00 Gillette World Sport
15:30 ICC Cricket 360
16:00 Volvo Ocean Race Highlights
16:30 Live Snooker World
Championship
20:30 Super Rugby Highlights
22:00 Live Super League

07:00 ICC Cricket 360
12:00 Indian Premier League H/L :
KKR v CSK
13:30 Live Indian Premier League :
DD v KXIP
17:00 ICC Cricket 360
17:30 Live Indian Premier League :
MI v RR
23:00 Indian Premier League H/L :
DD v KXIP

03:45 What Women Want
06:00 Secret Liaison
07:30 Age Of The Dragons
09:00 Out Of Reach
10:30 Wreck-It Ralph
12:15 Seabiscuit
14:45 Brave
16:30 Last Orders
18:30 Wreckers
20:00 Ultraviolet
21:45 Terminator III
23:30 The Odd Life Of Timothy
Green

03:00 The Block
04:00 Da Vinci’s Demons
05:00 The Simpsons
05:30 The Simpsons
06:00 Switched At Birth
07:00 Happy Endings
07:30 Happy Endings
08:00 Lost
09:00 Masterchef: The Professionals
10:00 The Simpsons
10:30 The Simpsons
11:00 Private Practice
12:00 The Block
13:00 Da Vinci’s Demons
14:00 Happy Endings
14:30 Happy Endings
15:00 Switched At Birth
16:00 Lost
17:00 Cougar Town
17:30 Criminal Minds: Suspect
Behavior
18:30 Criminal Minds: Suspect
Behavior
19:30 Lone Star Legend
20:30 The Bridge
21:30 How I Met Your Mother
22:00 How I Met Your Mother
22:30 Cougar Town
23:00 Cougar Town
23:30 According To Jim

03:00 Storage Wars
03:30 Storage Wars
04:00 Pawn Stars
04:30 Pawn Stars

05:00 Counting Cars
05:30 Counting Cars
06:00 American Restoration
06:30 American Restoration
07:00 Counting Cars
07:30 Counting Cars
08:00 American Restoration
08:30 American Restoration
09:00 Ultimate Wheels
10:00 American Pickers
11:00 Pawn Stars
11:30 Pawn Stars
12:00 Storage Wars
12:30 Storage Wars
13:00 The Curse Of Oak Island
14:00 The Curse Of Oak Island
15:00 The Curse Of Oak Island
16:00 The Curse Of Oak Island
17:00 The Curse Of Oak Island
18:00 Pawn Stars
18:30 Pawn Stars
19:00 Ultimate Wheels
20:00 American Restoration
20:30 American Restoration
21:00 Storage Wars
21:30 Storage Wars
22:00 American Pickers
23:00 Storage Wars
23:30 Storage Wars
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Kuwait
University’s
College of Life
Sciences hosted
a seminar titled
‘Healthy Fats for
a Healthy Heart’
as part of weekly
seminars hosted
by the assistant
dean of academ-
ic affairs. Dr
Dalal Al-Kathmi
from the nutri-
tion sector at the
college spoke at
the seminar.

Pakistan Employment Forum Kuwait (PEFK)
quarterly executive meeting was held on
24th April, 2015. It was hosted by Senior VP

Nawaz in a great spirit, and chaired by President
Muhammad Irfan Adil.

Irfan Shafiq, PEFK General Secretary, formally
started the meeting with a welcome note fol-
lowed by recitation of Holy Quran by Khalil
Ahmed. He introduced new members to the
Executive Council. He invited Founder President
Muhammad Irfan Adil for his welcome and
keynote speech. Irfan Adil welcomed new EC
Members into PEFK Team and extended his best
wishes to them.

First Quarter 2015, Departmental Reports
were presented to Management and found satis-
factory. Irfan Adil express that PEFK Team is work-

ing with high spirit, teamwork, dedication and
with great interest towards PEFK noble cause to
achieve its goal and help community in career
development. More than 500 peoples got career
guidance and tips in first quarter of 2015. EC
members shared different ideas and suggestion
to get more productive result. He briefly high-
lighted introduction of PEFK to new members. He
stated that PEFK is a premier and first ever
Pakistani Forum of its kind in State of Kuwait
which is purely designated to provide assistance
for job seekers and career counseling for students
residing in Kuwait especially among Pakistanis.
PEFK is a non-Political and non-Governmental
organization. It is a social welfare group which
was inaugurated on January 27, 2012 with a
vision to provide career guidance to jobseekers

and students, mainly Pakistani citizens residing in
Kuwait, and help those in need of assistance in
their career development, with no limitations of
religion, nationality, race or ethnicity. We are here
to serve humanity and the career of all humans is
precious to us. We aim to provide the Best Career
Development Counseling and Job Hunting guid-
ance to our community in Kuwait. Later, the for-
mal agenda has been discussed and future plans
and activities being finalized by mutual under-
standing unanimously.

The meeting was attended by President
Muhammad Irfan Adil, Senior Vice President
Muhammad Nawaz, Vice President Kashif
Shahzad, General Secretary Muhammad Irfan
Shafiq, Joint Secretary Waqas Ahmed, Head of
Marketing Maqbool Ahmed, Head of Admin

Muhammad Imran Khan, Head of Education
Khalil Ahmed Rajput,Head of Medical Assistance
Dr Mohsin Mehmood, Medical Executives Dr
Attiya Anjum and Dr Tanveer Ahmed, Head of
Event Management Nadiya Muhammad,
Executive Marketing and PRMs. Nayab Khan,
Executive IT and Web publication Muhammad
Zeeshan and Shamsa Kanwal, Bushra Waqas,
Executive Administration Muhammad Riaz,
Executive Event Management Noman Akhtar
Minhas, Executive Logistics Adnan Yousaf and
PEFK Advisors Fida Hussain, Mohammad Arshad.
At the End, votes of thanks were extended by
Nawaz, Senior Vice President. He thanked all par-
ticipants and Meeting ended with Dua. At the
end, lavish dinner was served and meeting ended
on high note. 

Pakistan Employment Forum Kuwait

(PEFK) holds Executive Meeting

First Lieutenant Israa Boland from the Interior Ministry’s Security Media Department delivered a lecture on policemen’s ethics at Sabriya Elementary School for Girls.
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Commercial Bank of Kuwait participated in Gulf University of Science and Technology’s (GUST) 17th career fair, which was organized in GUST campus recently.

Ahmadi Governorate hosted the closing ceremony for the 21st annual Educational Cultural Season recently.
Ahmadi Governor Fawaz Al-Khaled Al-Sabah and Ministry of Education officials attended the ceremony. 

—KUNA photos

Kuwait University’s College of Life Sciences hosted an event to celebrate Earth Day recently. The O2 club from the environmental techni-
cal management sector at the college hosted the event.
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YELI: Jia Wenqi uses his foot to pour a bucket of water in Yeli village near Shijiazhuang
city in northern China’s Hebei province. — AP photos

YELI: Friends Jia Haixia (left) and Jia Wenqi work to plant a tree in a field in Yeli village
near Shijiazhuang city in northern China’s Hebei province.

YELI VILLAGE: A once-barren bank of the Ye
river in central China now has 12,000 trees irri-
gated by a small canal, thanks to unlikely but
dedicated gardeners: two friends, one blind
and one without arms. For the past 13 years,
the two have planted and watered cedar trees
near their village in Hebei province in what
originally was supposed to be a commercial
venture but became a mission supported by
local officials to improve the air in a region
more famous for its stifling pollution than for
its rolling hills.

The story of Jia Wenqi, 53, with no arms,
and his blind friend, Jia Haixia, 54, is one of per-
severance, environmental awakening and of
finding a path in a country where it is difficult
for the disabled to find jobs. “This empty river-
bank was only dry sand and pebbles. It was
deserted for many years. For normal people, it
was impossible to plant trees there,” Wenqi
said in an interview on the riverbank. “But as
the saying goes: Nothing is impossible to a will-
ing heart.”

Every morning Haixia grabs onto the empty
sleeve of Wenqi, who leads the way to the

riverbank and then carries Haixia on his back
across the shallow Ye river to their plantation.
Haixia climbs trees to prune them of branches
to be used as cuttings to plant new trees, using
his hands to feel for the branches. Wenqi digs
holes for the cuttings, tucking a shovel
between his cheek and shoulder to aim it and
then using his foot to drive it into the ground.
He also uses his feet to fetch water from the
river with a bucket and pour the water around
the newly planted tree. “Just ask a normal per-
son to work with his arms in his pockets, like
Wenqi!” Haixia said. “We handicapped people
have an endurance that normal people don’t
possess.”

The two childhood friends share a surname
but are not closely related, though they both
grew up in Yeli Village, part of the Hebei city of
Shijiazhuang. Unable to find work, they started
their venture in 2002 with the modest goal of
planting around 800 trees a year. But a drought
devastated their first crop, and they have never
made any money from the plantation. Instead
they get by on modest government assistance
for disabled people. However, they have stuck

with the tree-planting and now feel they have
a purpose: to improve the local environment.

Their village is part of the industrial hub of
Shijiazhuang city, which was China’s third-
worst-polluted city in a list by the Environment
Ministry earlier this year. Seven of the top 10
cities on that list were in Hebei province, a
heavily industrial and coal-burning province.
People with disabilities are at a substantial dis-
advantage in China, a highly competitive socie-
ty where anti-discrimination laws and policies
to encourage hiring of disabled people are not
enforced. Their unemployment rates are well
more than double that of non-disabled people,
according to a 2013 report by the International
Labor Organization. Income levels for house-
holds with disabled people were less than half
the average of other households, the report
found.

“We handicapped people often feel inferior.
No one takes us seriously and we have to
depend on ourselves,” the blind man said, his
eyes gazing aimlessly. Haixia lost his eyesight
in a work accident in a stone quarry in 2000.
Wenqi was electrocuted at the age of 3 and

both arms were amputated. He performed for
many years in a traveling troupe of disabled
people in which he demonstrated calligraphy
written with his feet. Several old photographs
of his travels are pinned on the walls of his
dusty room in the basement of a house he
shares with his brother and sister-in-law.

He left the troupe in 2001 to take care of his
dying father. Wenqi said their tree venture’s
focus was initially commercial, not environ-
mental. “Gradually, as the trees grew and by
watching promotional programs on television,
I learnt that planting trees can improve air
quality and the whole environment. We grew
trees, but we also grew our minds.” Their vil-
lage committee has given them nearly 7
hectares to plant the trees, and the local
forestry bureau has chipped in with some tree
seedlings. “Our tree planting may not have
much substantial benefit for the present gen-
eration, but it leaves a green environment to
the next one,” Haixi said. “We are physically dis-
abled but mentally healthy. We have this big
dream in our heart to leave a stretch of green
to our children.” — AP 

Blind man, armless friend 
plant thousands of trees 

MOGADISHU: At a hospital in Mogadishu’s
Yaqshid district, children suffering from severe
acute malnutrition, worsened by stomach and
chest infections, are receiving treatment that is
likely saving their young lives. Three years
have elapsed since famine killed more than a
quarter of a million people in Somalia-more
than half of them children-yet for many of the
country’s poorest and most vulnerable people
the hunger has not gone away. Seven-month-
old Zakaria was admitted to the specialised
clinic with severe acute malnutrition and a res-
piratory tract infection.

After six days of being fed fortified milk
and antibiotics, his tiny body still appeared
emaciated and listless but his mother, Baarlin
Hassan Nuur, 30, said he was much improved.
“When I brought my son here he was very sick
and vulnerable, but he is recovering now and
looking better,” said Nuur, a street vendor and
market trader. She moved to Mogadishu from
the town of Balad, some 30 kilometers to the

north, when seasonal drought dried up her
father’s farm. Others in the ward ranged from
a five-week-old baby girl to a three-year-old.
One child had developed tuberculosis while
another contracted a stomach disease when
he was fed cow’s milk after refusing to breast-
feed. With scarce resources, nutrition expert
Yusuf Sheikh Abdi struggles to run the clinic
for local non-governmental organization
SAACID, whose name means “to help” in
Somali. “Feeding must go together with
antibiotics to treat diseases. You cannot reach
the desired treatment without antibiotics,” he
said after pointing out the empty shelves and
cabinets in the centre’s pharmacy. In the cor-
ner of the room were the last of the supplies: a
small stack of fortified milk powder and
“Plumpy Nut” peanut paste, a special food
designed to fatten starving children. “We will
have to stop admissions in the next few days,”
Abdi said. Only three weeks ago a child at
Abdi’s facility died of a combination of malnu-

trition and disease. In 2011 and 2012 a famine
caused by conflict and drought killed nearly
five percent of Somalia’s population and 10
percent of its children. At the time, Abdi was
working in Middle Shabelle, one of the regions
south of Mogadishu hit by famine. “At that
time malnutrition was high, high. Now it is
reduced, but only somewhat. For many it still
exists,” he said. There are currently 203,000
acutely malnourished children in Somalia,
according to a recent UN assessment. Of these,
38,000 need the kind of life-saving treatment
that is provided at the centre in Yaqshid. This
figure is a seven percent decrease on last year,
marking a slight improvement.

‘Building resilience’
The vast majority of the worst affected are

those who were uprooted by the famine and,
three years on, continue to live in squalid dis-
placement camps that jostle for space among
Mogadishu’s building sites, cleared plots and

new hotels, shops and office blocks. With limit-
ed access to clean water, hygienic toilets, basic
medical care and food, children quickly fall
sick. But despite the dire circumstances, the
situation could be-and in the recent past has
been-much worse. 

“There are always ups and downs depend-
ing on the rainfall, and there are always
around 200,000 children at risk of malnutri-
tion,” said Jean-Michel Delmotte, the head of
the UN children’s agency UNICEF in Somalia.
In this context, Delmotte said, the current
period is one of “stabilisation... an opportunity
to build resilience” rather than having to
respond to emergencies. Resilience may
sound like a buzzword, but it is also an imper-
ative, as humanitarian emergencies in places
including Syria, Iraq, the Central African
Republic and South Sudan compete with
Somalia for limited humanitarian resources.
“We have to do better with less, or do differ-
ently,” Delmotte said. — AFP 

After Somalia’s famine, hunger persists
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TIRANA: Drita, 31, covers her face with trem-
bling hands. She just learned that after giving
birth to three daughters in four years she is
pregnant again with a girl, an unforgivable
crime in the patriarchal Balkans that clearly
prefers boys. She tries to mutter a few words,
but her mother-in-law, Sanije, silences her with a
hard stare.  “A fourth one is a curse... either she
will abort or there is no place for her with us,”
she says, handing a bundle of bank notes to a
doctor at a private clinic in downtown Tirana. 

Selective abortions are common practice in
Albania and some other Balkan countries where
an imbalance between boys and girls at birth is
blamed on a preference for boys. “Prenatal sex
selection continues to be a persistent practice in
Albania although the legislation specifically
bans it,” said Rubena Moisiu, head of an obstet-
rics hospital in Tirana. It gradually leads to a
demographic masculinisation of society, already
visible among young children. In countries such
as Albania, Kosovo, Montenegro and in western
Macedonia there some 110 male per 100 female
births,” Christophe Guilmoto of  the French
Research Institute for Development, who spe-
cializes in gender imbalances said. This figure is
higher than the average biological sex ratio at
birth of 105 boys to 100 girls. And the regularity
of the 110-100 ratio over the years attests to the
imbalance.  According to the national statistics
bureau, on January 1 there were 31,000 fewer
women than men in Albania’s population of 2.8
million.  Albania is among the few European
countries where men outnumber women, and
this despite a very strong emigration for eco-
nomic reasons over the past two decades, main-
ly by men.

Traditional society
“Such a trend exists also in Montenegro, a

traditional society where (prenatal) sex selection
is a common practice,” says Maja Raicevic of the

Women’s Rights Centre in Podgorica.”In recent
years for every 8,000 births there were about
800 more boys than girls, an imbalance that is
far from normal,” said Olivera Miljanovic, head of
the National Medical Genetics Center. As a
result, Montenegro lacks some 3,000 women of
reproductive age, she said. In the Balkans “boys
are more desired than girls,” explained anthro-
pologist Aferdita Onuzi from Tirana. “Women
are under strong pressure to give birth to a male
successor at any price.” In Kosovo, Montenegro,
but also in some Macedonian regions, tradition-
al thinking that favors boys over girls is said to
be the main cause of this phenomenon. Experts

stress that a woman is perceived only as a “bur-
den” and a man as a “pillar of the family”.

‘Missing women’ 
Abortion in the Balkans region is legal until

the 10th or in some cases 12th week of pregnan-
cy, before a baby’s sex can be determined. To
circumvent the law, however, many selective
abortions are carried out in private clinics or
even by individuals who are not authorized to
perform such a medical procedure. “Although
there have been cases when women died,
everyone remains silent, fearing repercussions.
A lot of money is at stake,” said Fetije KÎpuska a

Pristina gynaecologist.  
In Montenegro, many women prefer to go to

hospitals in neighboring countries to determine
the baby’s sex before abortion.”I know a woman
who aborted twice under pressure from her hus-
band’s family after learning she was pregnant
with girls. Eventually, she gave birth to a boy,”
Milica, a professor in Podgorica who did not
want to give her family name said. “The missing
women, eliminated before birth because of their
gender, weigh heavily on the society and econo-
my of all the countries concerned,” said Elsona
Agolli, a gender issue expert with the United
Nations Population Fund in Tirana. — AFP 

Balkans missing girls: Prenatal selection upsets sex ratio

TIRANA: A pregnant Albanian woman lies on a bed while a doctor looks at the foetus on a monitor as he carries out a sonogram in Tirana. — AFP 
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Kuwait KNCC PROGRAMME FROM THURSDAY TO WEDNESDAY
(30/04/2015 TO 06/05/2015)

SHARQIA-1
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON 11:30 AM
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON 2:15 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 5:00 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 7:15 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 9:30 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 11:45 PM
SWORD OF VENGEANCE 11:45 PM

SHARQIA-2
BARELY LETHAL 11:30 AM
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON 1:30 PM
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON -3D 4:15 PM
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON 7:00 PM
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON -3D 9:45 PM
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON 12:30 AM

SHARQIA-3
MONSTERS: DARK CONTINENT 1:00 PM
MONSTERS: DARK CONTINENT 3:15 PM
MONSTERS: DARK CONTINENT 5:30 PM
MONSTERS: DARK CONTINENT 7:45 PM
MONSTERS: DARK CONTINENT 10:00 PM
MONSTERS: DARK CONTINENT 12:15 AM

MUHALAB-1
BARELY LETHAL 11:30 AM
MONSTERS: DARK CONTINENT 1:30 PM
MONSTERS: DARK CONTINENT 3:45 PM
MONSTERS: DARK CONTINENT 6:00 PM
MONSTERS: DARK CONTINENT 8:15 PM
MONSTERS: DARK CONTINENT 10:30 PM
MONSTERS: DARK CONTINENT 12:45 AM

MUHALAB-2
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON 12:00 PM
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON 2:45 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 5:30 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 7:45 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 10:00 PM
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON 12:15 AM
SWORD OF VENGEANCE 10:00 PM
SWORD OF VENGEANCE 12:15 AM

MUHALAB-3
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON -3D 12:45 PM
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON 3:30 PM
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON -3D 6:15 PM
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON 9:00 PM
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON 11:45 PM

FANAR-1
TRACERS 1:15 PM
TRACERS 1:30 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 3:15 PM
TRACERS 5:30 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 7:30 PM

ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 9:45 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 12:05 AM

FANAR-2
MONSTERS: DARK CONTINENT 12:30 PM
MONSTERS: DARK CONTINENT 3:00 PM
MONSTERS: DARK CONTINENT 5:30 PM
MONSTERS: DARK CONTINENT 7:45 PM
MONSTERS: DARK CONTINENT 10:00 PM
MONSTERS: DARK CONTINENT 12:15 AM

FANAR-3
THE FORGER 12:45 PM
THE FORGER 2:45 PM
KAHLIL GIBRAN’S THE PROPHET 4:45 PM
UTTAMA VILLAIN -Tamil 6:30 PM
KAHLIL GIBRAN’S THE PROPHET 8:00 PM
GABBAR IS BACK -Hindi 9:45 PM
THE FORGER 12:45 AM
SWORD OF VENGEANCE 9:45 PM
SWORD OF VENGEANCE 11:45 PM

FANAR-4
THE FORGER 11:30 AM
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON -3D 1:30 PM
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON -3D 4:15 PM
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON -3D 7:00 PM
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON 9:45 PM
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON -3D 12:30 AM

FANAR-5
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON 12:30 PM
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON 3:15 PM
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON 6:00 PM
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON 8:45 PM
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON 11:30 PM

MARINA-1
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 12:45 PM
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON 3:00 PM
PAUL BLART: MALL COP 2 5:45 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 8:00 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 10:15 PM
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON 12:30 AM
SWORD OF VENGEANCE 12:30 AM

MARINA-2
PAUL BLART: MALL COP 2 11:30 AM
MONSTERS: DARK CONTINENT 1:30 PM
MONSTERS: DARK CONTINENT 3:45 PM
MONSTERS: DARK CONTINENT 6:00 PM
MONSTERS: DARK CONTINENT 8:15 PM
MONSTERS: DARK CONTINENT 10:30 PM
MONSTERS: DARK CONTINENT 12:45 AM

MARINA-3
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON 1:00 PM

AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON -3D 3:45 PM
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON 6:30 PM
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON -3D 9:15 PM
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON 12:05 AM

AVENUES-1
PAUL BLART: MALL COP 2 1:00 PM
PAUL BLART: MALL COP 2 3:15 PM
THE AGE OF ADALINE 5:30 PM
PAUL BLART: MALL COP 2 7:45 PM
PAUL BLART: MALL COP 2 10:00 PM
PAUL BLART: MALL COP 2 12:15 AM
SWORD OF VENGEANCE 10:00 PM
SWORD OF VENGEANCE 12:05 AM

AVENUES-2
FAST & FURIOUS 7 12:45 PM
FAST & FURIOUS 7 3:45 PM
FAST & FURIOUS 7 6:30 PM
UTTAMA VILLAIN -Tamil 6:15 PM
FAST & FURIOUS 7 9:45 PM
FAST & FURIOUS 7 12:30 AM

AVENUES-3
THE FORGER 11:45 AM
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON -3D 1:45 PM
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON -3D 4:45 PM
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON -3D 7:45 PM
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON -3D 10:45 PM

AVENUES-4
MONSTERS: DARK CONTINENT 12:15 PM
MONSTERS: DARK CONTINENT 2:30 PM
MONSTERS: DARK CONTINENT 5:00 PM
Special Show  “AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON” 5:00 PM
MONSTERS: DARK CONTINENT 8:00 PM
Special Show  “AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON” 8:00 PM
MONSTERS: DARK CONTINENT 11:00 PM
MONSTERS: DARK CONTINENT 1:15 AM
SWORD OF VENGEANCE 11:00 PM
SWORD OF VENGEANCE 1:00 AM

AVENUES-5
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON 12:00 PM
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON -3D 3:00 PM
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON 6:00 PM
Special Show  “AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON” 6:00 PM
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON -3D 9:00 PM
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON 12:05 AM

AVENUES-6
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON 11:30 AM
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON 2:30 PM
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON 5:30 PM
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON 8:30 PM
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON 11:30 PM

Automated
enquiry about the

Civil ID card is

1889988

Prayer timings

Fajr: 03:40
Shorook 05:06
Duhr: 11:45
Asr: 15:21
Maghrib: 18:25
Isha: 19:48

CHANGE OF NAME

FOR SALE

I, Poli Shanker Reddy, holder
of Indian Passport No.
5622331 issued in Kuwait on
12/03/2006 change my name
to POLI SANKAR REDDY. (C
4975)
28-4-2015

MATRIMONIAL

Marthoma girl 31, 151cm,
MA, teacher divorcee seeks
alliance from boys educated
graduate and above.
Kuwait/India. Email:
shaadimeonly@gmail.com 
(C 4973)
25-4-2015

ACCOMMODATION

A separate room available
with bathroom and good
location for an Indian small
family or a working lady near
Al Rashid Hospital in Salmiya
from April 25th onwards.
(Preferably vegetarian).
Contact: 99838117 or
99315825. (C 4974)
25-4-2015

Household items for sale,
kitchen cabinet, cooking
range micro only, wardrobe,
desktop computer, treadmill,
and many other items at
throw away prices at Salmiya,
Easa Al Qattami street. Call:
25630982, 66460214.
(C 4976)
30-4-2015
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Arrival Flights on Saturday 2/5/2015
Airlines Flt Route Time
QTR 1084 Doha 00:05
PIA 205 Lahore 00:15
THY 772 Istanbul 00:15
JZR 239 Amman 00:20
JZR 267 Beirut 00:30
DLH 637 Dammam 00:35
FDB 068 Dubai 00:55
JZR 539 Cairo 01:30
JAI 574 Mumbai 01:30
SAI 441 Lahore 01:35
PGT 858 Istanbul 01:40
RJA 642 Amman 01:45
QTR 8640 Doha 01:50
KKK 6507 Istanbul 02:15
GFA 211 Bahrain 02:15
UAE 853 Dubai 02:25
OMA 643 Muscat 02:35
ETD 305 Abu Dhabi 03:05
QTR 1076 Doha 03:05
FDB 067 Dubai 03:15
MSR 612 Cairo 03:15
KAC 1544 Cairo 03:35
MSC 401 Alexandria 04:00
PGT 860 Istanbul 04:05
JZR 555 Alexandria 04:15
DHX 170 Bahrain 04:20
THY 770 Istanbul 04:40
GFA 050 Istanbul 05:15
KAC 416 Jakarta/Kuala Lumpur 06:00
KAC 412 Manila/Bangkok 06:15
BAW 157 London 06:35
JZR 563 Sohag 06:45
JZR 503 Luxor 07:20
KAC 382 Delhi 07:30
KAC 206 Islamabad 07:45
KAC 204 Lahore 07:50
FDB 053 Dubai 07:50
KAC 302 Mumbai 07:55
QTR 1086 Doha 07:55
KAC 344 Chennai 08:15
KAC 352 Kochi 08:15
UAE 855 Dubai 08:25
KAC 362 Colombo 08:30
ABY 125 Sharjah 09:05
ETD 301 Abu Dhabi 09:10
IRM 1186 Tehran 09:15
KAC 284 Dhaka 09:25
KAC 350 Kochi 09:40
FDB 055 Dubai 09:40
QTR 1070 Doha 10:00
JZR 327 Al Najaf 10:40
GFA 213 Bahrain 10:40
UAE 873 Dubai 10:40
JZR 325 Al Najaf 11:20
MSC 405 Sohag 11:20
RBG 553 Alexandria 11:30
AGY 680 Alexandria 11:40
IRM 1188 Mashhad 11:45
JZR 165 Dubai 11:50
IAW 157 Al Najaf 12:00
FDB 075 Dubai 12:25
JZR 241 Amman 12:40
UAE 871 Dubai 12:45
MSR 610 Cairo 13:00
THY 766 Istanbul 13:10
JZR 779 Jeddah 13:50
KAC 672 Dubai 13:55
IRC 526 Mashhad 14:00
QTR 1078 Doha 14:05
KNE 460 Riyadh 14:10
FDB 057 Dubai 14:20
GFA 221 Bahrain 14:20
IZG 4167 Mashhad 14:30
KAC 540 Sharm el-Sheikh 14:50
ABY 127 Sharjah 14:55
KAC 788 Jeddah 15:00
RJD 135 Abu Dhabi 15:00
KNE 462 Madinah 15:05
CLX 740 Luxembourg 15:30
UAE 857 Dubai 15:45
OMA 645 Muscat 15:50
NIA 251 Alexandria 15:50
RJA 640 Amman 15:55
SYR 341 Damascus 15:55
KNE 472 Jeddah 16:00
SVA 9542 Madinah 16:00
JZR 535 Cairo 16:05
KAC 512 Mashhad 16:10
FDB 051 Dubai 16:10
QTR 1072 Doha 16:20
JZR 125 Bahrain 16:25
KAC 118 New York 16:30
IZG 461 Mashhad 16:40
ETD 303 Abu Dhabi 16:50
KNE 474 Jeddah 16:55
KAC 562 Amman 17:00
IRA 669 Mashhad 17:10
SVA 510 Riyadh 17:15
UAL 982 IAD 17:25

JZR 357 Mashhad 17:30
GFA 215 Bahrain 17:30
JZR 177 Dubai 17:45
JZR 777 Jeddah 17:50
SVA 500 Jeddah 18:00
FDB 065 Dubai 18:05
IRM 1180 Mashhad 18:10
KAC 176 Geneva/Frankfurt 18:20
KAC 786 Jeddah 18:35
KAC 502 Beirut 18:35
CLX 856 Luxembourg 18:50
KAC 618 Doha 18:55
QTR 1080 Doha 18:55
KAC 542 Cairo 18:55
KAC 104 London 19:00
KAC 742 Dammam 19:00
GFA 217 Bahrain 19:05
UAE 875 Dubai 19:05
KAC 614 Bahrain 19:10
FDB 063 Dubai 19:10
ABY 123 Sharjah 19:20
JAI 572 Mumbai 19:35
KAC 774 Riyadh 19:40
FDB 061 Dubai 19:50
AGY 684 Sohag 19:50
OMA 647 Muscat 20:00
KAC 674 Dubai 20:00
KNE 480 Taif 20:10
MEA 402 Beirut 20:15
ABY 121 Sharjah 20:20
DLH 634 Frankfurt 20:20
JZR 189 Dubai 20:25
MSR 618 Alexandria 20:30
KLM 415 Amsterdam 21:05
ALK 229 Colombo 21:10
UAE 859 Dubai 21:15
ETD 307 Abu Dhabi 21:15
FDB 073 Dubai 21:30
QTR 1074 Doha 21:30
GFA 219 Bahrain 21:45
KNE 470 Jeddah 22:05
THY 764 Istanbul 22:10
ETD 309 Abu Dhabi 22:10
AIC 987 Chennai/Hyderabad 22:25
UAL 981 Bahrain 22:40
MSC 407 Sohag 22:45
FDB 059 Dubai 22:50
JZR 185 Dubai 22:55
JAI 526 Chennai/Abu Dhabi 23:00
JZR 513 Sharm el-Sheikh 23:30
FDB 071 Dubai 23:35

Departure Flights on Saturday 2/5/2015
Airlines Flt Route Time
AIC 976 Goa/Chennai 00:05
BBC 044 Dhaka 00:10
JZR 562 Sohag 00:20
JAI 573 Mumbai 00:25
FDB 072 Dubai 00:30
KLM 413 Amsterdam 00:55
JZR 502 Luxor 01:10
PIA 206 Lahore 01:30
DLH 637 Frankfurt 01:35
THY 773 Istanbul 02:05
SAI 442 Lahore 02:35
JAI 525 Abu Dhabi/Chennai 02:55
PGT 859 Istanbul 02:55
KKK 6508 Istanbul 03:10
QTR 8641 Doha 03:20
OMA 644 Muscat 03:35
UAE 854 Dubai 03:45
FDB 068 Dubai 04:00
QTR 1077 Doha 04:05
ETD 306 Abu Dhabi 04:05
MSR 613 Cairo 04:15
PGT 861 Istanbul 04:45
MSC 406 Sohag 05:00
THY 765 Istanbul 05:05
QTR 1085 Doha 05:20
GFA 050 Bahrain 06:00
RJA 643 Amman 06:35
GFA 212 Bahrain 06:50
THY 771 Istanbul 06:50
FDB 070 Dubai 07:05
JZR 240 Amman 07:05
JZR 164 Dubai 07:15
JZR 326 Al Najaf 07:15
JZR 324 Al Najaf 07:55
BAW 156 London 08:30
FDB 054 Dubai 08:30
JZR 778 Jeddah 08:30
KAC 539 Sharm el-Sheikh 08:50
QTR 1087 Doha 08:55
JZR 534 Cairo 09:15
KAC 671 Dubai 09:25
KAC 787 Jeddah 09:30
ABY 126 Sharjah 09:45
UAE 856 Dubai 09:50
ETD 302 Abu Dhabi 10:00
KAC 101 London/New York 10:00

KAC 511 Mashhad 10:20
IRM 1181 Mashhad 10:25
FDB 056 Dubai 10:40
QTR 1071 Doha 11:00
KAC 501 Beirut 11:00
KAC 165 Rome/Paris 11:25
KAC 561 Amman 11:25
GFA 214 Bahrain 11:35
JZR 356 Mashhad 11:40
KAC 541 Cairo 12:05
UAE 874 Dubai 12:10
RBG 554 Alexandria 12:10
JZR 776 Jeddah 12:15
MSC 402 Alexandria 12:20
AGY 685 Sohag 12:40
IAW 158 Al Najaf 13:00
KAC 785 Jeddah 13:00
IRM 1189 Mashhad 13:10
FDB 076 Dubai 13:10
JZR 176 Dubai 13:10
JZR 124 Bahrain 13:30
MSR 611 Cairo 14:00
THY 767 Istanbul 14:10
UAE 872 Dubai 14:15
IRC 527 Mashhad 15:00
QTR 1079 Doha 15:05
GFA 222 Bahrain 15:05
FDB 058 Dubai 15:05
KNE 481 Taif 15:10
KAC 617 Doha 15:15
KAC 673 Dubai 15:20
IZG 4168 Mashhad 15:30
JZR 188 Dubai 15:50
KAC 741 Dammam 15:55
KAC 773 Riyadh 15:55
KNE 463 Madinah 16:00
KAC 613 Bahrain 16:00
RJD 136 Abu Dhabi 16:10
ABY 128 Sharjah 16:15
NIA 252 Alexandria 16:50
OMA 646 Muscat 16:50
SYR 342 Damascus 16:55
RJA 641 Amman 16:55
KNE 473 Jeddah 16:55
SVA 9542 Madinah 17:00
JZR 266 Beirut 17:05
FDB 052 Dubai 17:10
JZR 512 Sharm el-Sheikh 17:15
QTR 1073 Doha 17:25
UAE 858 Dubai 17:40
ETD 304 Abu Dhabi 17:40
IZG 462 Mashhad 17:40
CLX 740 Hong Kong 17:40
KNE 475 Jeddah 17:50
IRA 666 Esfahan 18:10
SVA 511 Riyadh 18:15
GFA 216 Bahrain 18:20
JZR 184 Dubai 18:20
KAC 563 Amman 18:30
UAL 982 Bahrain 18:40
JZR 538 Cairo 18:40
JZR 238 Amman 18:45
FDB 066 Dubai 18:55
IRM 1187 Tehran 19:10
SVA 505 Jeddah 19:30
GFA 218 Bahrain 19:50
FDB 064 Dubai 19:50
QTR 1081 Doha 19:55
ABY 124 Sharjah 20:00
KAC 361 Colombo 20:00
CLX 856 Hong Kong 20:20
UAE 876 Dubai 20:35
JAI 571 Mumbai 20:35
FDB 062 Dubai 20:35
AGY 681 Alexandria 20:50
KAC 1543 Cairo 20:55
OMA 648 Muscat 21:00
ABY 122 Sharjah 21:00
KAC 331 Trivandrum 21:00
KAC 351 Kochi 21:05
KAC 287 Dhaka 21:05
KNE 461 Riyadh 21:10
MEA 403 Beirut 21:15
JZR 554 Alexandria 21:15
MSR 607 Luxor 21:30
DHX 171 Bahrain 21:50
KLM 415 Dammam/Amsterdam 22:05
ETD 308 Abu Dhabi 22:05
FDB 074 Dubai 22:10
ALK 230 Colombo 22:20
KAC 381 Delhi 22:20
UAE 860 Dubai 22:25
KAC 301 Mumbai 22:30
KAC 349 Kochi 22:30
QTR 1075 Doha 22:40
GFA 220 Bahrain 22:45
KAC 205 Islamabad 22:50
ETD 310 Abu Dhabi 23:00
KNE 471 Jeddah 23:05
KAC 411 Bangkok/Manila 23:25
MSC 408 Sohag 23:45

DIAL 161 FOR AIRPORT INFORMATION 

In case you are not travelling, your proper cancellation
of bookings will help other passengers use seats

i n f o r m a t i o n
SATURDAY, MAY 2, 2015



ACROSS
1. The ball-shaped capsule containing the vertebrate eye.
4. Argentinian cariama.
11. Distinctive and stylish elegance.
15. Brief episode in which the brain gets insufficient blood sup-

ply.
16. Trade name for an antiemetic drug that has a mint flavor.
17. Any of several related languages of the Celts in Ireland and

Scotland.
18. Of or relating to a seizure or convulsion.
20. Lean end of the neck.
21. A unit of area (4840 square yards) used in English-speaking

countries.
22. (Judaism) An eight-day Jewish holiday commemorating the

rededication of the Temple of Jerusalem.
24. Filled with fear or apprehension.
26. With dry humor.
28. Of or relating to or characteristic of Zaire or its people.
31. A cry or shout of approval.
35. Strike with disgust or revulsion.
36. A car with two doors and front seats and a luggage com-

partment.
38. Being one more than sixty.
39. Type genus of the Muridae.
40. An affirmative.
42. Freedom from vanity or conceit.
43. A white crystalline double sulfate of aluminum.
45. Usually restricted to the Andean condor.
47. Seed of a pea plant.
48. The seventh month of the civil year.
49. The largest city and principal port of New Zealand.
52. A rare silvery (usually trivalent) metallic element.
55. The 3rd planet from the sun.
58. United States designer noted for an innovative series of

chairs (1907-1978).
61. A port city in southwestern Iran.
63. A bag carried by a strap on your back or shoulder.
67. An advanced law degree.
70. A particular geographical region of indefinite boundary

(usually serving some special purpose or distinguished by its
people or culture or geography).

71. A compartment in front of a motor vehicle where driver sits.

CROSSWORD 890
72. A desert in southwestern Africa - largely Botswana.
75. A dark-skinned member of a race of people living in

Australia when Europeans arrived.
76. A loose sleeveless outer garment made from aba cloth.
77. Any plant of the genus Alocasia having large showy basal

leaves and boat-shaped spathe and reddish berries.
78. Small rounded bread either plain or sweet.

DOWN
1. Of or relating to near the ear.
2. Possessing material wealth.
3. A Chadic language spoken south of Lake Chad.
4. In a secure manner.
5. The square of a body of any size of type.
6. The selling of something purchased.
7. Unable to relax or be still.
8. To make a mistake or be incorrect.
9. Extinct flightless bird of New Zealand.
10. Primitive chlorophyll-containing mainly aquatic eukaryot-

ic organisms lacking true stems and roots and leaves.
11. A severe shortage (especially a shortage of food).
12. Type genus of the family Arcidae.
13. An antidepressant drug that acts by blocking the reup-

take of serotonin so that more serotonin is available to act
on receptors in the brain.

14. Paying particular notice (as to children or helpless peo-
ple).

19. Chief god of the Rig-Veda.
23. The third month of the civil year.
25. Having a face or facing especially of a specified kind or

number.
27. A woman's loose unbelted dress.
29. A region in southeastern Italy on the Adriatic.
30. A battle between the successors of Alexander the Great

(301 BC).
32. Antineoplastic drug (trade name Elspar) sometimes used

to treat lymphoblastic leukemia.
33. The point or degree to which something extends.
34. Joint capital (with Mecca) of Saudi Arabia located in the

central oasis.
37. Meat from a domestic hog or pig.
41. A soft yellow malleable ductile (trivalent and univalent)

metallic element.
44. Mated sexually.
46. Medium tall celery pine of New Zealand.
50. The financial means whereby one lives.
51. The sacred city of Lamaism.
53. A decree that prohibits something.
54. The blood group whose red cells carry both the A and B

antigens.
56. A Bantu language spoken by the Kamba people in Kenya.
57. A coffee cake flavored with orange rind and raisins and

almonds.
59. A Chadic language spoken in northern Nigeria and closely

related to Hausa.
60. The Oceanic language spoken by the Maori people in New

Zealand.
62. Divulge information or secrets.
64. An Arabic speaking person who lives in Arabia or North

Africa.
65. An important seaport on the Island of Cebu in the

Philippines.
66. An unstable meson produced as the result of a high-ener-

gy particle collision.
68. The United Nations agency concerned with the interests

of labor.
69. (British) A waterproof raincoat made of rubberized fabric.
73. A silvery ductile metallic element found primarily in baux-

ite.
74. A state in midwestern United States.
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NEW YORK: An agitated Stephen Strasburg set-
tled down in a hurry after a rocky start and the
Washington Nationals became the first visiting
team to win at Citi Field this season, beating the
New York Mets 8-2 on Thursday night. The Mets
had opened 10-0 at home for a team record-
tying 12-game streak over two seasons.
Washington took advantage of yet another error
by shaky shortstop Wilmer Flores to rally for its
third straight win, matching its longest streak
this year. Bryce Harper hit two doubles, including
a three-run drive in the ninth inning. Strasburg
(2-2) gave up two runs and six hits in 5 1-3
innings, striking out seven. Jacob deGrom (2-3)
allowed five hits and three earned runs in 5 1-3
innings.

CARDINALS 9, PHILLIES 3
Matt Adams had three hits, including a

tiebreaking, two-run homer, and the St Louis
Cardinals overcame a short outing by Tim
Cooney in his major league debut for their third
straight win. Cooney, a 24-year-old left-hander
brought up from Triple-A Memphis before the
game, was given a 3-0 lead but lasted 2 1-3
innings, allowing three runs and seven hits.
Carlos Villanueva (2-1) followed and retired all
10 batters he faced. The Cardinals bullpen
retired 19 of 21 batters during 6 1-3 innings of
one-hit relief. With the score 3-3 in the third,
Adams hit a two-run homer off David Buchanan
(0-5), who became the first Philadelphia pitcher
to lose his first five starts in a season since Kyle
Abbott in 1992.

BLUE JAYS 5, INDIANS 1
Kevin Pillar’s two-run double highlighted a

big fourth inning and Toronto’s bullpen worked
the final six innings in the Blue Jays’ win. The
Blue Jays, the highest-scoring team in the
American League, broke open a scoreless game
with a five-run inning. Blue Jays starter Daniel
Norris lasted only three innings, but Jeff Francis,
Roberto Ozuna, Aaron Loup and Brett Cecil fin-
ished it off. Francis (1-0) allowed one run in 2 1-3
innings. TJ House (0-4) didn’t allow a hit through
three innings, but couldn’t retire a batter in the
fourth when the first five hitters reached base
and scored. The Indians, predicted to contend
for a playoff spot, end April with a 7-14 record,
the worst in the AL. Cleveland is 1-9 when scor-
ing three runs or fewer and has lost nine of 13.

ANGELS 6, ATHLETICS 5
Kole Calhoun had two hits and three RBIs,

Garrett Richards took a shutout into the seventh
inning, and the Los Angeles Angels held on. Erick
Aybar, Johnny Giavotella and David Freese also
drove in runs for the Angels, who have won five
of seven. Mark Canha drove in three runs, two on
a homer, as the A’s lost for the sixth time in seven
games, matching their worst start in Oakland his-
tory at 9-14. Richards (2-1) was pulled after Josh
Reddick singled to open the seventh, and was
charged with a run after Canha’s home run off
Mike Morin. Richards gave up four hits, walked
three and struck out five. Huston Street gave up
three run-scoring singles in the ninth but got the
last three outs for his ninth save. Jesse Chavez (0-

2) allowed four runs and seven hits in five innings.

REDS 5, BRAVES 1
Mike Leake pitched eight strong innings and hit

his fifth career home run to help the Cincinnati
Reds beat the Atlanta Braves. Todd Frazier, Tucker
Barnhart and Billly Hamilton also had solo homers
as the Reds won their third straight. Joey Votto had
two hits and drove in a run. Leake (1-1) allowed four
baserunners on two hits and two walks, and retired
the last 12 batters he faced. He struck out three.
Cincinnati, which ranks second in the NL with 31
homers, went up 4-0 in the eighth on Frazier’s sev-
enth homer and 5-0 in the ninth on Hamilton’s sec-
ond. The Braves have dropped three in a row and
eight of 10. Atlanta starter Shelby Miller (3-1) gave
up six hits and three runs - two earned - with three
walks and nine strikeouts in seven innings.

TWINS 12, WHITE SOX 2
Brian Dozier had a homer and four RBIs and the

Minnesota Twins roughed up Chicago ace Chris
Sale. Trevor May (2-1) gave up two runs on 10 hits
and struck out four in 5 2-3 innings and the Twins
knocked Sale out of the game with a seven-run
third inning. Joe Mauer added three hits and two
RBIs for Minnesota (10-12). Sale (2-1) gave up a
career-high nine runs - eight earned - on nine hits
with four strikeouts and two walks in just three
innings. Melky Cabrera had two hits and an RBI for
the White Sox, who were coming off an unsettling
three days in Baltimore that saw two games post-
poned and one played in an empty stadium
because of rioting in the city.

ROYALS 8, TIGERS 1
Danny Duffy pitched shutout ball into the

eighth and Eric Hosmer hit a two-run homer as
the Kansas City Royals beat the Detroit Tigers 8-1
on Thursday night. The Royals lost 13 of 19 to
Detroit last year to finish a game behind the
Tigers, who have won the past four AL Central
titles. Duffy gave up his first run when Rajai
Davis’ single scored Jose Iglesias, who led off the
inning with a triple. Duffy (2-0) struck out seven
and walked two, while allowing seven hits
before being replaced by Jason Frasor with no
outs in the eighth. Hosmer, who also homered
Wednesday at Cleveland, drove an Alfredo
Simon pitch to center with Mike Moustakas
aboard in the Royals’ three-run third. Moustakas
doubled home Alex Gordon with the first run.

ASTROS 3, MARINERS 2
Jose Altuve’s RBI single in the 10th inning lift-

ed the Houston Astros to their seventh straight
victory. Marwin Gonzalez doubled down the
right-field line with one out against reliever
Dominic Leone (0-2). After a walk to pinch-hitter
Colby Rasmus, Altuve got his third hit of the
game - a lined single to left field to drive in
Gonzalez with his first career walk-off hit. Luke
Gregerson (2-0) pitched a scoreless 10th to pick
up the win. The Mariners took a 2-0 lead in the
first inning on Nelson Cruz’s double-play
grounder with the bases loaded, and Kyle
Seager’s RBI single. Evan Gattis had a run-scoring
grounder in the bottom of the inning, and then
had another in the sixth to tie the score. —AP

Nats end Mets’ perfect home record

HOUSTON: Austin Jackson #16 of the Seattle Mariners steals second base under the tag of Marwin Gonzalez #9 of the Houston Astros during the eighth inning of their
game at Minute Maid Park on April 30, 2015 in Houston, Texas. —AFP
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BOSTAD: The water is icy cold, it’s windy
and it’s drizzling out, but the intrepid
group dives in: far from California’s sunny
beaches, die-hard surfers flock here year-
round to catch the Arctic’s cool waves.
Situated at the same latitude as northern
Siberia and Alaska, Unstad Beach in
Norway’s idyllic Lofoten Islands is a
favorite spot for surfers seeking out a
completely different kind of beach experi-
ence.  Surrounded by breathtaking views
of snow-covered mountaintops and cliffs
dropping into the ocean, surfers from
around the world come here 365 days a
year, sometimes still in hippie-style vans,
to try out the world-class waves.

“There’s usually good waves here, the
setting is intimate and the landscape
takes your breath away, with the northern
lights, the midnight sun, the snow...,”
explains Tommy Olsen, a 45-year-old
“Viking” who has spent more than 20

years surfing. “In the space of 24 hours,
you can have a series of amazing experi-
ences: you can snowboard during the day,
surf in the evening, and watch the north-
ern lights at night,” he says. The owner of
a camping site with small red wooden
cabins near the beach, Olsen also works as
a surf instructor. “All year, all I do is surf,
either as a job or in my free time,” he
admits. In summer, when the midnight
sun lights up the region, aficionados are
out on their boards day and night.

The water is an important element in
the Lofoten Islands, a popular destination
for travelers looking for pristine nature
and wildlife, and an important fishing
ground. A stone’s throw from the beach,
thousands of cod heads are drying on
giant wooden trestles, likely waiting for
export to Africa where they will be
ground up to be used as a nutritional sup-
plement. It was Tommy Olsen’s father-in-

law who first came up with the idea to
introduce surfing in the archipelago in
the early 1960s. After returning from a
long trip abroad, Thor Frantzen and a
friend made their own surfboards out of
styrofoam, wet newspaper and glue. “We
didn’t have any money at the time,”
explains the 67-year-old pioneer.

‘No sharks’
A half-century later, Unstad Beach is

now a prized location for surfers from all
corners of the world. In a relaxed and
friendly ambiance, an Australian pro
surfer here to film a commercial hangs
out on the beach alongside the local
bearded dudes and seven Swedish stu-
dents who, after a six-hour drive, barely
finish raising their tent before throwing
themselves into the water, their boards
under their arms. All that’s missing are a
few Beach Boys tunes and ... a bit more

warmth. The bravest can take a dip in
these Arctic waters thanks to the Gulf
Stream, a warm current that crosses the
Atlantic and laps the Norwegian coast.

As a result, the water temperature
rarely drops below five degrees C (41 F).
Still, it remains far from tropical. “To surf
here you need a six- millimeter drysuit,
shoes and gloves. You feel kind of like a
sumo wrestler,” says Kristian Breivik. “The
worst part is getting out of the water and
changing clothes behind the car.” This 44-
year-old “shaper”, with silver grey shoul-
der-length hair, designs surfboards on his
computer, has them made in South
Africa, then sells them out of his garage.
After selling about 150 last year, he now
plans to open the world’s northernmost
surf store, at 68 degrees North. That’s a
latitude that has one special advantage:
“Here, there are no sharks,” smiles Kristian
Breivik. — AFP 

Extreme surfers chill with Arctic waves

Fabre raider out to spoil 

O’Brien’s Guineas party

LONDON: Aidan O’Brien goes in search of his seventh English
2,000 Guineas today, the master Irish trainer’s Gleneagles dom-
inating the betting for the first classic of the season. With the
tears barely dry from jump jockey legend Tony McCoy’s emo-
tional retirement party at Sandown last weekend the focus
switches abruptly to Newmarket. Springtime at the historic
headquarters of British racing has already proved fertile
ground for O’Brien, who first landed the colt’s classic with King
Of Kings in 1998.

Rock of Gibraltar hit  the Guineas bulls  eye for the
Ballydoyle handler four years later, with Foot Steps In The
Sand (2005), George Washington (2006), Henry the navigator
(2008) and Camelot in 2012 following. Gleneagles looks per-
fect Guineas material, as suggested by his impeccable breed-
ing-his sire is 2001 Epsom Derby winner and outstanding
stallion Galileo-and his seductive two-year-old race record.
Since a debut fourth at the Curragh Gleneagles hasn’t put a
foot wrong, winning his next five races, although he lost the
Prix Jean-Luc Lagardere on Arc weekend in the stewards
room for interference.

“Gleneagles is in good form and this is his trip. We took him
to the Curragh for a canter and he’s been in grand form since
then,” O’Brien told reporters. Partnered by former British flat
champion jockey Ryan Moore, Gleneagles will be joined by sta-
blemate Ol’ Man River, with the trainer’s son, Joseph, back in
the saddle after a battle with his weight. British bookmaker
Betfred’s Andrew Griffiths told The Racing Post: “The race
revolves around Gleneagles and it will be interesting to see if
he’s all he’s cracked up to be. “He’s been reasonably easy to
back for the last few days with punters leaning more towards
his stablemate Ol’ Man River.”

French hopes are doubly represented by Prix Djebel scorer
Ride Like The Wind, and the promising Territories, out to sup-
ply his trainer Andre Fabre with only his second 2,000 winner,
20 years after Pennekamp. Territories, who turns up with a
pleasing prep under his belt, was just over half a length behind
Gleneagles at Longchamp after getting bumped in the closing
stages. Fabre, who supplemented his promising colt for the
race at a cost of £30,000 (41,000 euros) on Monday, and sup-
porters of the French raider have backed him down to as low
as 5-1 second favorite. “Territories has come out of his trial very
well and has come on for the run,” Fabre told the website of
owners Godolphin.

“He is a horse who prefers genuinely good ground. He is
more l ikely to get his favored ground conditions at
Newmarket than at Longchamp a week later.” Estidhkaar rep-
resents the powerful Richard Hannon stable. A best priced 7-1
he advertised his claims with a close up second in the
Greenham, the Newbury Guineas trial which counts the
mighty Frankel among its past winners. The unexposed
Intilaaq, another late addition to the Guineas mix after
impressing with a runaway success in his warm-up, could
prove the pick of the rest. The forecast fast ground at
Newmarket looks set to rob the occasion of another leading
contender, Andrew Balding’s Elm Park. — AFP 

RACING

LOUISVILLE: American
Pharoah goes over the
track during morning
training for the Kentucky
Derby at Churchill
Downs in Louisville,
Kentucky. — AFP 

LOUISVILLE: American Pharoah is tipped to
reign supreme over the Kentucky Derby
today with jockey Victor Espinoza gunning
for back-to-back wins in the 141st edition of
the prestigious racing showpiece. Famed
trainer Bob Baffert’s American Pharoah, last
year’s champion two-year-old, has been
installed as the 5-2 favorite in a strong field
for the $2 million classic at Churchill Downs.
Mexican jockey Espinoza is bidding to steer
the horse to victory 12 months after guiding
California Chrome to a memorable win in the
one and one quarter mile gallop, the open-
ing leg of racing’s Triple Crown.

Espinoza believes he has been given a
stellar ride as he aims to join the select band
of jockeys to win the Kentucky Derby three
times. “I have had all the confidence in him
since the first time I rode him at Del Mar,”
Espinoza said of American Pharoah, referring
to the horse’s emphatic win in last
September’s Del Mar Futurity Group 1 race in
California. “The way he won that day, I just
said ‘Wow, he’s an amazing horse.’” Recent

results have underscored American
Pharoah’s status as the horse to beat, with a
victory in the Rebel Stakes at Oaklawn Park in
March followed by an impressive eight-
length win in the Arkansas Derby at Oaklawn
in early April.

Ominously for his Kentucky Derby rivals,
Espinoza believes American Pharoah’s full
potential may yet to be realized. “I really
don’t know how good he is,” said Espinoza,
who is undefeated on the horse after four
rides. “I ride him, but the way he does things
so easy, I really don’t know how good he is.
He’s an amazing horse. But so far, I never ride
him really hard,” added Espinoza, who is
unfazed by a post position of 18 in the 20-
horse field. The biggest challenge to
American Pharoah’s chances could come
from another Baffert-trained horse, the 3-1
shot Dortmund who will be ridden by Martin
Garcia out of the number eight gate.

Dortmund threat
Dortmund also arrives in Kentucky brim-

ming with confidence following a four-and-
a-half length win in the Santa Anita Derby in
California in April. The horse, owned by
Kaleem Shah, has recorded a 100 percent
record in six career races so far and could
well make it seven today. “It takes a horse
with a certain demeanor, and speed and
class to be undefeated, 6-for-6 so far,” Shah
said. “I don’t want to get ahead of myself, but
I’m very hopeful that he will do well for him-
self.” The 8-1 third pick is Carpe Diem, one of
three horses in the Derby trained by Todd
Pletcher, which will  be ridden by John
Velazquez from post two. 

Another Pletcher-trained horse, the 12-1
shot Materiality, could also upset the odds.
Elsewhere, legendary jockey Gary Stevens
will be the oldest to saddle up when he rides
on Firing Line, who starts at 12-1. The 52-
year-old, a three-time Kentucky Derby win-
ner, is impressed with what he has seen from
Firing Line so far. “If you want to picture a
race horse, that is what one is suppose to
look like,” Stevens said this week. — AFP

Pharoah tipped to reign 

at the Kentucky Derby
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KUWAIT: Kuwait Squash players recorded
good results at the start of the 18th Squash
Asian Tournament which kicked off yesterday
at Salem Al-Sabah International Squash
Complex, under the patronage of PAYS
Chairman Sheikh Ahmad Al-Mansour Al-Sabah.
Salem Feyez defeated Ahmad Al-Tamimi from
Qatar 3-0 (11/6, 11/4, 11/5). His brother Falah
Fayez defeated Korean Yu Gia 3-0 (11/6, 11/9,
10/9) as the Korean had to withdraw due to
injury. Ammar Al-Tamimi defeated Iraqi player

3-0 (11/5, 11/6, 11/7). Ali Al-Ramzi defeated
Ahmad Siraj from Jordan 3-0 (11/8, 8/11, 11/9,
11/7) while Yusuf Nizar lost to Korea’s Park Jung
3-0 (9/11, 8/11, 9/11).

Chairman of Kuwait Squash Waleed Al-
Sumaiee expressed his joy over the Kuwait
results. 100 players representing 14 Asian coun-
tries are participating in this tournament. Al-
Sumaiee said the results came from good plan-
ning. He hoped Kuwait players will continue to
shine, adding that the best player Abdallah Al-

Muzayyen from Kuwait will feature today. Al-
Sumaiee met Qatar’s Head of Delegation
Yousuf Al-Maliki and discussed means of coop-
eration between the two associations. Al-Maliki
lauded the tournament organizers. 

Meanwhile, the technical committee of the
tournament held its technical meeting on
Thursday in the presence of the Technical
Director Super Mamil and KSF Technical
Director Nasser Zahran and heads of partici-
pating teams. Zahran welcomed the partici-

pants and wished them well. The Indian
Technical Director lauded the preparations. He
said the Kuwaiti Squash Federation provided
courts in an organized and clear way to allow
training besides competition. Zahran, mean-
while spoke about officiating, saying that ref-
erees’ rule is to ensure justice and equality.
The Asian Squash Federation nominated two
referees: Mohammad Fayyad from Pakistan
and Youji Hindra from India, in addition to
Kuwaiti referees.

A good start for Kuwait Squash players 

McIlroy on track

Thongchai stuns Furyk
SAN FRANCISCO: World number one Rory McIlroy
maintained his perfect start to the WGC-Championship
Match Play on Thursday to stay on course for a place in
the last 16 with victory over Brandt Snedeker. 

The Northern Irishman, an easy winner in his opening
group game on Wednesday, defeated Snedeker by two
up at San Francisco’s Harding Park to make it two victo-
ries out of two in the lucrative $9.25 million event. The
25-year-old superstar will now face his 2007 Walker Cup
rival Billy Horschel on Friday with a place in the knock-
out rounds on offer. Horschel joined McIlroy at the top
of Group 1 after notching his second win of the tourna-
ment, beating Jason Dufner 3&2.

Friday’s game between McIlroy and Horschel will
revive memories of their ill-tempered duels in the
Walker Cup eight years ago but the two men have put
their animosity behind them and are now on friendly
terms. 

In other early games Thursday, Thailand’s Thongchai
Jaidee stunned world number five Jim Furyk to keep
alive his hopes of qualification for the weekend. The 45-
year-old former paratrooper bounced back from his
defeat to Germany’s Martin Kaymer on Wednesday to
sink Furyk 3&1. With South Africa’s George Coetzee
downing Kaymer on the first sudden-death hole in the
day’s other Group 5 game, it has left all four players level
with one win each after two games.

Elsewhere Thursday, two-time Masters champion
Bubba Watson set up a decisive battle with South
Africa’s Louis Oosthuizen in the final round of group
games after both men notched their second victories.
Watson, who demolished Miguel Angel Jimenez 5&4 on
Wednesday, was almost as emphatic in dispatching
Keegan Bradley, winning 4&2. 

Oosthuizen bagged his second win, eliminating
Jimenez in the process, beating the Spaniard by two up.
World number two Jordan Spieth was playing later
Thursday against world number 41 Matt Every. The for-
mat for this year’s tournament was overhauled to elimi-
nate the possibility of early round exits for top players.
The field has been split into 16 groups of four players,
with the group winners advancing to the knockout
rounds over the weekend. — AFP 

CHICAGO: Scandal-tainted college foot-
ball star Jameis Winston was handed the
daunting task of reviving the Tampa Bay
Buccaneers after being chosen as the
top pick in the NFL draft on Thursday.
The Heisman Trophy-winning Florida
State quarterback was widely expected
to be chosen by the Buccaneers, who
are desperate to halt a slide in fortunes
that has seen them fail to reach the play-
offs for the past seven seasons. The
Buccaneers have also failed to win a
postseason game since their memorable
triumph in the 2002 Super Bowl, and fin-
ished last year’s National Football
League campaign with a dismal 2-14
record.

Winston will be saddled with the
responsibility of forging a franchise-
changing upturn in the club’s fortunes,
but the 21-year-old, who did not attend
Thursday’s event in Chicago, comes with
baggage. Winston, the youngest winner
of the Heisman Trophy in 2013, has
already faced his fair share of controver-
sy. He was accused of sexually assault-
ing a college student although he was
never arrested or charged, and also
courted controversy when he was
accused of shoplifting crab legs from a
supermarket. He was banned for one
game last year for shouting a sexually
explicit obscenity after climbing onto a
college campus table. With player con-
duct the dominant issue in the NFL over
the past year following a series of
domestic violence scandals,  the
Buccaneers carried out extensive checks
on the player’s character before the
draft. However the likelihood he would
be chosen by the Buccaneers was all but
guaranteed in March when general

manager Jason Licht spoke glowingly
about the player’s qualities after meet-
ing him. “He’s lively, he’s engaging, he’s
incredibly smart, he confirmed all the
things we thought about him going into
this process,” Licht said.

The Buccaneers owners, the Glazer
family, who also own English Premier
League giants Manchester United, were
also reported to be enthusiastic about
recruiting Winston despite his off-the-
field record. Buccaneers veterans had

also signaled that they would crack
down on Winston in the locker room if
he stepped out of line, suggesting they
would take a dim view of his brash style.
“If we draft him and he comes into the
locker room, we have some veteran
guys that will pull him to the side and
make him understand that there’s a role
here he has to play and sometimes he
may have to tone that down,” star line-
backer Lavonte David told The Tampa
Tribune. — AFP 

Scandal-tainted Winston 

top pick in the NFL draft

LONDON: Scoring goals is not a problem
but Manchester City must tighten up defen-
sively if they are going to challenge for the
Premier League title next season, manager
Manuel Pellegrini said yesterday. City scored
102 goals and conceded 37 on their way to
the title last season but with four games
remaining this term Pellegrini’s second-
placed side have notched 70 goals-the high-
est in the league-and conceded 36. Captain
Vincent Kompany has struggled for fitness
and form this season, while French interna-
tional defender Eliaquim Mangala has failed
to live up to expectations following his
move from Porto for a reported fee of 32
million pounds  ($48.67 million) in August.

City’s defensive frailties have allowed
Chelsea to build a 13-lead at the top and
Jose Mourinho’s side could win the title on
Sunday if they beat Crystal Palace at
Stamford Bridge. “It’s difficult to say a lack of
goals when we’re the most scoring team in
the Premier League,” Pellegrini told a news
conference. “Compared to last season we

scored less but it’s not easy to score more
than 100 goals in the Premier League. You
can’t do that every year, you always try but
can’t do it always. “We’ll see what we need,
it’s important to be balanced. We need to
improve on goals conceded for next season,
not just scoring goals.”

City, who are second and level on 67
points with third-placed Arsenal, having
played a game more, face Tottenham
Hotspur at White Hart Lane on Sunday and
will be without injured defender Kompany
and Ivorian midfielder Yaya Toure. City beat
Tottenham 4-1 in October and Pellegrini is
hoping for more of the same against a sixth-
placed Spurs side fighting for a Europa
League spot. “Tottenham have good players
and a good manager,” the Chilean said.
“They play always in an offensive way. They
need also to qualify for the Europa League.
“We must try and be as near to the top of
the table. We are two teams that play well
and attack. I hope we play a very good
game for the fans.” — Reuters

Shaky City urged to 

improve defensively
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LAS VEGAS: Manny Pacquiao and Floyd Mayweather will put boxing
back on the cultural map for at least one glittering night with a welter-
weight title showdown dubbed the Fight of the Century.  Prize-fight-
ing has seen plenty of those, but in a sport that once made regular
front-page news it has been years since a bout so captured the imagi-
nation of non-fight fans. “This is the biggest fight in boxing history,”
Mayweather declared on Wednesday in a spurt of hyperbole befitting
the occasion. Pacquiao-Mayweather is a hot topic from late-night chat
shows to breakfast television and a sensation on social media.

Even the Kentucky Derby, traditionally America’s marquee sports
event on the first Saturday in May, is playing second-fiddle, runner
Itsaknockout reduced to a four-legged billboard with a blanket
emblazoned with the fighters’ names and the horse’s connections
wearing similarly inscribed attire.  The massive interest has only been
fuelled by the gaudy financial figures surrounding the fight: revenue
perhaps reaching $400 million fueled by as many as three million pay-
per-view purchases and live gate receipts of some $70 million-all
adding up to a possible $200 million payday for Mayweather and a
$100 million bonanza for Pacquiao, who agreed to the lesser share of
a 60-40 purse split.

Sports media giant ESPN have set up their fight-week headquar-
ters pool-side at Caesars Palace-scene of past epic encounters featur-
ing the likes of Muhammad Ali, Thomas Hearns, Marvin Hagler, Larry
Holmes and Evander Holyfield.  But celebrity media outlets have also
breathlessly followed the pre-fight doings of Pacquiao and
Mayweather, with entertainment heavyweight People magazine
expected to be on tap Saturday to keep tabs on the A-list-studded
crowd at the MGM Grand Garden Arena.

Certainly Mayweather, 47-0 with 26 knockouts, and Pacquiao, 57-5
with two drawn and 38 knockouts, are two of the most talented fight-
ers of their generation.  Mayweather puts his World Boxing Council
and World Boxing Association titles on the line Saturday and Pacquiao
his World Boxing Organization belt. But Mayweather is 38 and
Pacquiao 36, and many believe this would have been a better fight
five years ago, when contractual hurdles and personal animosities
prevented it from being made.

Now that it has arrived, the fight promises an intriguing clash of
styles between men of contrasting personalities. The soft-spoken
Pacquiao is an iconic figure in his homeland, a two-term congressman
tipped as a future president who credits the grace of God for lifting
him from youthful poverty and later steering him away from a path of
excess that his ring success allowed. Mayweather, schooled in boxing
from his toddler days by his father and trainer Floyd Mayweather Sr
and uncle Roger Mayweather, has backed up his brash confidence
with his unbeaten record and on the strength of the two surpassed
Tiger Woods as the world’s highest-paid sportsman according to
Forbes.  

Pacquiao, who has earned world titles in an unprecedented eight
weight divisions, is an aggressive southpaw, famous for going toe-to-
toe and one of the hardest punchers in the welterweight division. But
Pacquiao hasn’t knocked out an opponent since 2009, and if any
fighter can neutralize his attack it should be the elusive Mayweather, a
consummate craftsman with vast ring know-how and the patience to
use it. Mayweather’s record includes eight victories over southpaws.
That includes a 2006 victory over Zab Judah that showcased his ability
to make mid-fight adjustments to turn the tide in his favor.—AFP

5 super-fights 

LAS VEGAS: As Manny Pacquiao and Floyd Mayweather limber
up for today’s welterweight “fight of the century,” a look at five
great bouts that captured the public imagination:

‘THE FIGHT’
Joe Frazier-Muhammad Ali, March 8, 1971: Known simply as

“The Fight,” Ali-Frazier I pitted the two undefeated heavyweight
champions in the famed Madison Square Garden, New York with
seemingly the whole world watching and taking sides. Frazier
absorbed tremendous punishment but relentlessly outworked
Ali and dropped him in the 15th round to win by unanimous
decision. The fight was the first in an epic trilogy capped by the
“Thrilla in Manila” on October 1, 1975 — a back-and-forth battle
that tested both men to the limit. Ali called that bout the closest
thing to dying but retained his heavyweight title with a 14th-
round technical knockout.

‘GREATEST SPORTING EVENT’ 
Joe Louis-Max Schmeling, June 22, 1938: Louis, who had been

knocked out by Schmeling in their prior meeting two years earli-
er, destroyed his opponent in two minutes and four seconds,
defending his heavyweight world title in a bout that played out
against the backdrop of the rise of Nazi Germany. The cultural,
racial and political ramifications led boxing historian Bert Sugar to
call it “The greatest sporting event of the 20th Century” and Louis
emerged as a rare African-American national hero with the win
over a fighter rightly or wrongly regarded as the representative of
Nazi values.

‘THE WAR’ 
“Marvelous” Marvin Hagler-Thomas Hearns, April 15, 1985:

Dubbed “The War,” the middleweight world title contest out-
doors at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas lived up to its super-fight
billing. In a furious eight minutes Hagler and Hearns went toe-to-
toe from the opening bell. Bleeding from a cut on his forehead, a
desperate Hagler knocked Hearns out in the third round.

‘RUMBLE IN THE JUNGLE’
Muhammad Ali-George Foreman, October 30, 1974:

Undefeated heavyweight world champion George Foreman was
widely expected to batter Ali in the “Rumble in the Jungle” in
Kinshasa, in then Zaire. But the former champion’s now famous
“rope a dope” strategy of staying on the ropes, gloves up, saw
Foreman punch out his energy. Ali pounced on his exhausted foe
with a series of shuddering blows that sent Foreman crashing
down for an eighth-round knockout, the first defeat of his career.

‘FINALLY’
Evander Holyfield-Mike Tyson, November 9, 1996: Like

Pacquiao-Mayweather, this heavyweight showdown dubbed
“Finally” pitted two stars who should have clashed earlier, but
James “Buster” Douglas’s stunning knockout of Tyson in February
of that year scuppered those plans. By the time they did meet,
Holyfield was coming back from retirement and a heart scare
while Tyson was regaining the mystique that surrounded him pri-
or to serving a prison term for rape. In the MGM’s Grand Garden
Arena, Holyfield shocked the world when he stopped Tyson in
the 11th round, becoming the first fighter since Ali to twice
regain a heavyweight world title. The bout also set the stage for
what became an infamous rematch. Holyfield-Tyson II seven
months later generated a record-breaking 1.99 million pay-per-
view buys, but ended with Tyson munching off a piece of
Holyfield’s ear. —AFP 

LAS VEGAS: Days out from the blockbuster welterweight world title
fight between Manny Pacquiao and Floyd Mayweather, a look at how
they fared against the five opponents they have in common:

Oscar de la Hoya 
Mayweather faced boxing’s top draw, “Golden Boy” Oscar de la

Hoya, on May 5, 2007, in a fight that broke records for gate receipts in
Nevada, pay-per-view sales and revenue. In Mayweather’s first fight in
the 154-pound (70 kg) division he weighed in at 150 (68 kg) but used
his speed and agility to good effect against the bigger De la Hoya.
Mayweather struggled against de la Hoya’s jab in the early rounds,
but adjusted in the second half of the fight to neutralize one of De la
Hoya’s key weapons and emerged with a split decision victory. De La
Hoya was on the downslope of his career when he fought Pacquiao in
December 2008. The speedy Pacquiao got off to a strong start, con-
necting with clean straight left leads and continually beat De la Hoya
to the punch. He battered De La Hoya in the seventh and after a
round eight that was all Pacquiao De La Hoya’s corner stopped the
fight, which was De la Hoya’s last.  While Pacquiao posted the more

comprehensive victory over De la Hoya, even his trainer Freddie
Roach said De la Hoya and his camp “did it to themselves” overtrain-
ing because of worries about making the weight.

Ricky Hatton
Mayweather fought popular undefeated World Champion Ricky

“Hit Man” Hatton on December 8, 2007. In front of a raucous crowd of
the Briton’s followers in Las Vegas, Mayweather survived an early
charge by the rugged Brit-who went up in weight for the bout-and
went on to dominate the bout. He sent Hatton sprawling with a hook
for a technical knockout in the eighth round.  Pacquiao faced the “Hit
Man” on May 2, 2009 at 140 pounds, where Hatton had never lost a
fight. Pacquiao dropped Hatton twice in the first round before knock-
ing him flat with a left in the second round for a spectacular knockout
win.

Shane Mosley 
Mayweather was a heavy favorite against Mosley on May 1, 2010,

but Mosley rocked him in the second round with a punishing right.

Mayweather stayed on his feet and survived Mosley’s attempt to fin-
ish and by the middle rounds had the fight in his grip, with Mosley
flummoxed by Mayweather’s accuracy and elusiveness.  Four months
after that fight Mosley had looked awful in a 12-round draw with
Sergio Mora, and it was after that bout that he met Pacquiao, on May
7, 2011. Pacquiao knocked Mosley down on the way to a lopsided
unanimous decision, Mosley looking even less of a threat against the
Filipino than he had against Mayweather.

Miguel Cotto
Pacquiao took on Cotto first, on November 14, 2009 on the heels

of his victories over De la Hoya and Hatton. After an action packed first
two rounds, Pacquiao dropped Cotto in the third round and again in
the fourth. From there he punished Cotto, his speed and power too
much for the Puerto Rican, and referee Kenny Bayless stopped the
fight in the 12th and final round.  Cotto had bounced back from that
defeat with a rematch win over Antonio Margarito in 2011 by the time
he signed to fight Mayweather in a 154-pound bout and made
Mayweather work for a 12-round unanimous decision.—AFP

How Mayweather, Pacquiao fared against common foes 

Pacquiao-Mayweather 

recalls boxing heyday

SARANGANI: In this file photo, Filipino boxer Manny Pacquiao greets supporters upon arrival at Maasim, Sarangani province for a
political rally in southern Philippines. Pacquiao has been an inspiration for millions of Filipinos not just as a boxer, but as a philanthro-
pist. — AP 
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MANAMA: Bhutan’s amateurs are hoping the dizzying
altitude of their Himalayan home games will give them
an edge as they look to extend their World Cup fairytale.
The remote, mountainous kingdom has been flung into
a group including powerhouse China and Gulf champi-
ons Qatar after defying the odds to reach Asia’s second
qualifying round. Bhutan were rock-bottom in the world
rankings before they shocked Sri Lanka to go through.
Players include teachers and students, and their captain
is an airline pilot.

But national federation president Ugen Tsechup said
the high altitude of the capital Thimphu, which sits at
almost 8,000 feet (2,600 meters), gave Bhutan a fighting
chance. “The boys are pretty excited,” Tsechup, wearing
Bhutan’s distinctive national dress said at the Asian
Football Confederation congress in Bahrain. “They know
exactly where they stand. Yet at least the home games,
because of the altitude, we some advantage against
teams from Qatar, from Maldives and from Hong Kong,
because they are at sea-level.

“With China not so much because they have high alti-
tude areas to train. “So the boys are pretty excited for the
home games, the people are pretty excited, the fans are
excited-the whole country actually is looking forward to the
four games which are going to be played at home.”

Reaching this stage is unprecedented for the “Land of the
Thunder Dragon” who start in five-team Group D away
against Hong Kong on June 11, before hosting China five
days later. Their best opportunity may come in October,
when they host Maldives and Hong Kong at Thimphu’s
Changlimithang Stadium. They round off the group at
home to Qatar in November.

‘Ronaldo of Bhutan’
Tsechup said the national team’s progress had already

had a stark effect on Bhutanese football, with league atten-
dances rocketing and TV rights bringing some much-need-
ed funding. “Qualifying for the second leg of the World Cup
qualifiers has given an input into the league itself because
everybody’s now coming out to watch the games,” he said.
“Before you probably had around 500, 600 spectators. Now
you have at least 1,500 to 2,000 coming to watch. So peo-
ple are getting interested.” “Along with this exposure, this
qualification also brings in a little bit of finances-the TV
rights, which Bhutan has never been exposed to,” he
added. “Even if it’s not much, for Bhutan it’s a huge amount.
And it will go a really long way in developing football fur-
ther in Bhutan.”

Bhutan are testament to the importance of grass-roots
football. Since becoming federation chief five years ago,

Tsechup said he has not focused on the national team at
all. Instead he concentrated on improving infrastructure
and training. Japan’s Norio Tsukitate has taken over
coaching duties from Chokey Nima ahead of the upcom-
ing games. “We were playing grounds that were undulat-
ing, with rough patches. If you tried to pass right, it would
probably go left. So it didn’t give the confidence to the
players to understand their level of skill,” Tsechup said.
The groundwork paid off when the national team, includ-
ing the “Ronaldo of Bhutan”, Chencho Gyeltshen, was
formed in January and after only weeks together beat Sri
Lanka over two legs.

Bhutan will not now be taken lightly, especially after
their ranking rose from 209th and last to 163 — above
Malaysia and Hong Kong, and one place behind
Singapore. They remain modest but hopeful that there
could be more to come from the Buddhist country of just
750,000, better known for its Gross National Happiness
Index and archery. “We’re playing Maldives which is a
much better team than Bhutan, we play Hong Kong which
is much better and of course Qatar and China, we’re not in
their league at all,” Tsechup said. “But we’re optimistic. We
say we never know, if the gods are smiling on us on that
particular day who knows what could happen on that
ground. We never give up.”— AFP

High altitude lifts Bhutan’s World Cup hopes

Childhood ambition fires 
Dowsett hour record bid

MANCHESTER: British cyclist Alex Dowsett will fulfill a
childhood goal when he attempts to break the world hour
record in Manchester today, while aiming to provide inspi-
ration to haemophilia sufferers around the world. The 26-
year-old Englishman will aim to beat the mark of 52.491
kilometres set by Australia’s Rohan Dennis in February. A
former Giro d’Italia stage winner, Dowsett rides for the
Spanish-based Movistar team and his rise to the top of pro-
fessional cycling is all the more remarkable given that he
has the rare blood disorder haemophilia, which impairs the
body’s ability to clot blood when cut. “What we’re trying to
do for both the haemophilia community and the rare dis-
ease community, and anyone who has had adversity to
overcome, is be a source of motivation and inspiration,”
said Dowsett. 

“We try to show that you can’t let haemophilia dictate
your life even if it shapes your life. When I was a kid I was told
I couldn’t play contact sports so I did a lot of swimming
which meant that when I tried cycling, I was pretty quick
straight away. “Without haemophilia, I probably wouldn’t be
sat here talking about the world hour record, I would be
banging my head against a wall trying to make it in football
or rugby. “So come Saturday, whatever the result, I won’t
have lost. I will hopefully have shown a generation of rare
disease sufferers that they shouldn’t settle, that they should
go out there and give it a go.” Dowsett first dreamt of setting
the hour record, dominated by the British duo of Graeme
Obree and Chris Boardman in the 1990s, when he started
competitive cycling over a decade ago.

Laughed at 
“In my naivety, when I started track racing at the age of

15, I pitched up to a track league and asked if anyone ever
tried the hour record in the track league session and I got
laughed at,” said Dowsett. “So to be in a position where I’m
going for the record myself is amazing,” he added. The hour
record has gained new credibility in the past year since the
UCI, cycling’s world governing body,  laid down strict rules
about the technology and position a rider is allowed to use.

The record, first formally posted in 1893, has been set
three times since September 2014 but, even if Dowsett
manages to break it this weekend, his mark may not last for
long. Fellow Briton Bradley Wiggins, the former Tour de
France winner and multiple Olympic gold medalist, is
scheduled to attempt the record himself in London on June
7. “What Brad is doing has had no influence whatsoever on
how I’m approaching my attempt,” said Dowsett. “I’ve seen
how he is doing 20-minute blocks at 55kph! I’m not going
to ride 55 kilometres so if that’s what Brad is able to do, I’ll
be one of the first ones sat watching him because it’s going
to be quite something.”— AFP 

CYCLING

NEW YORK: Joel Ward scored with 1.3 sec-
onds left to give the Washington Capitals a
2-1 victory over the New York Rangers on
Thursday night in Game 1 of their second-
round series. Ward drove to the net and
tapped Alex Ovechkin’s feed past Henrik
Lundqvist. After the goal was confirmed by
replay, Ovechkin kissed Ward on the cheek.
Following a mostly ceremonial faceoff, the
teams skirmished at center ice. Ovechkin
opened the scoring on a power play with
1:47 remaining in the first period. Jesper
Fast tied it with 4:39 left in the third, tip-
ping Kevin Hayes’ point shot past goalie
Braden Holtby. Holtby made 31 saves, and

Lundqvist stopped 27 shots. Game 2 is
today at Madison Square Garden.

DUCKS 6, FLAMES 1
Corey Perry had two goals and two

assists and Anaheim routed Calgary in
Game 1 of the Western Conference semifi-
nal series. Ryan Getzlaf had a goal and
three assists, and Matt Beleskey, Patrick
Maroon and Emerson Etem also scored for
the top-seeded Ducks, who had a seven-
day layoff following their first-round
sweep of Winnipeg. Game 2 is Sunday
night back at Honda Center, where the
Flames haven’t won since the 2006 play-

offs and have lost 20 consecutive regular-
season games since January 2004.  The six
goals tied a Ducks playoff record. Frederik
Andersen made 23 saves, losing his bid for
his first NHL playoff shutout when Sam
Bennett ended the scoring with 10:44
remaining. Jonas Hiller, former Ducks
goalie who was pulled by coach Bob
Hartley in Games 2 and 6 of the Flames’
first-round series against Vancouver,
stopped 11 of 14 shots before he was
yanked again with a 3-0 deficit after Perry
carried the puck out from behind the net
and jammed it past Hiller’s stick at 2:13 of
the second period. — AP 

Capitals edge Rangers 
as Ducks rout Flames 

NEW YORK: Curtis Glencross #22 of the Washington Capitals falls to the ice pursuing the puck against the New York Rangers in
Game One of the Eastern Conference Semifinals during the 2015 NHL Stanley Cup Playoffs on April 30, 2015. — AFP 
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BERLIN: Bayern Munich are expected to name a weak-
ened line-up for today’s clash at Bayer Leverkusen with
the newly-crowned Bundesliga champions pre-occupied
by Wednesday’s Champions League semi-final at
Barcelona. Pep Guardiola has fresh injury concerns with
both his top scorers Robert Lewandowski, who has 23
goals this season, and Arjen Robben, who’s scored 19,
injured while Leverkusen are unbeaten in their last nine
league games. 

Lewandowski fractured his cheekbone and suffered
concussion in Tuesday’s German Cup semi-final defeat
to Borussia Dortmund while Robben’s season is over
after lasting 16 minutes of his comeback before tearing
his left calf. Guardiola was already missing winger Franck
Ribery and left-back David Alaba and will rest most of his
stars ahead of his first return to Barcelona’s Camp Nou
stadium since winning 14 titles in four years as coach of
the Spanish giants. Having started 18-year-old midfield-
er Gianluca Gaudino in last Saturday’s 1-0 home win
against Hertha Berlin, and given Germany Under-19
international Sinan Kurt his senior debut off the bench,

Guardiola is again poised to give youth a chance.
Leverkusen are battling Borussia Moenchengladbach for
third place in the Bundesliga, which carries an automatic
Champions League place. Having reached the German
Cup final in mid-week after losing their last five semi-
final appearances, second-placed Wolfsburg host relega-
tion-threatened Hanover 96 whose coach Michael
Frontzeck signed a five-match contract to keep them up
and is hunting their first win in 14 games.

Dortmund relishing ‘6-pointer’
Borussia Dortmund, Wolfsburg’s German Cup final

opponents in Berlin on May 30, are at Hoffenheim in a
key battle for European places with just a point separat-
ing the teams. Dortmund coach Jurgen Klopp, who is
leaving at the end of the season, has described it as a
“six-point match” with his team buoyed by Tuesday’s
cup victory over Bayern on penalties. Klopp says the
Hoffenheim match has ‘the air of a semi-final’. “We have
had some exceptional moments, but now we’re in
Hoffenheim mode,” said Klopp. “It’s a six-point game for

us, no ifs or buts,” added the 47-year-old, who will be
without injured Germany midfielder Kevin Grosskreutz
for the rest of the season. “We have to put our all we can
into the Hoffenheim match, as if it was our last game, we
have play bravely and keep our tactics tight.”

Dortmund announced on Thursday that Germany
midfielder Ilkay Gundogan will not be extending his
Borussia contract which expires in June 2016. Australia
goalkeeper Mitchell Langerak, Dortmund’s hero in
Munich, could feature again between the posts with
Roman Weidenfeller recovering from a pelvis injury.
Werder Bremen welcome Eintracht Frankfurt to the
Weserstadion also hunting a top six spot. Werder head
coach Viktor Skripnik used to play under Frankfurt boss
Thomas Schaaf during his time as Bremen head coach.
The Eintracht coach is pleased to see his old side climb
from bottom of the table in December up to their cur-
rent ninth place and level on 39 points with Dortmund.
“I’m happy about Werder Bremen’s recovery this season,
the quality of the team hasn’t surprised me at all,” said
Schaaf. — AFP 

GERMAN LEAGUE PREVIEW 

ITALIAN LEAGUE PREVIEW SPANISH LEAGUE PREVIEW 

Bayern rest stars ahead of Barcelona date

MILAN: Juventus need just a single point at
Sampdoria to clinch their fourth successive Serie
A title today (1600 GMT) and their out-of-sorts
opponents seem unlikely to deny them. Samp
have had a better-than-expected season but fal-
tered badly in recent weeks, failing to win any of
their last five games and seeing their chances of
qualifying for the Champions League vanish.
The run, which has left them fifth with 51 points,
has come amid uncertainty over the future of
coach Sinisa Mihajlovic, who has transformed
the side since taking over 18 months ago but
has not committed himself to the club beyond
the end of the season.

They were dealt a further blow this week
when forward Eder suffered a knee injury that
ruled him out for the rest of the season.
Mihajlovic, typically, has not minced his words
about the poor run. Players such as forward Luis
Muriel, who has scored four goals since his
move from Udinese in January, should make
more of their talent and potential, he said. “Luis
Muriel needs to take responsibility for himself.
He has to improve in the way he interprets the
game and be ever-present, not take so many
breaks,” said Mihajlovic. “He has enormous
potential and could score a goal every time he
steps on to the pitch. We have absolute faith in
Muriel and are working to help him improve.”

Forward Stefano Okaka was another who
needed to do more, Mihajlovic said. “He works
very hard but also needs to do better.” Juventus
(76 points) beat Fiorentina 3-2 on Wednesday
but second-placed Lazio’s 4-0 win over Parma
put their title celebrations on hold. Juve have
lost only three league matches all season but
two of those came in their last two away games
as they try to juggle Serie A with their
Champions League campaign. A crop of injuries
has added to their problems. “When you are 14
points in front, it is natural to have some losses
in concentration,” said coach Massimiliano
Allegri.  “There are also many players who
haven’t been available this season for long peri-
ods, so the others had to carry on throughout
and not rest as much as I’d have liked.”

Lazio (62 points) charged up the table with a
run of eight successive wins, which ended with
a recent defeat to Juventus, and their main
focus will be to hold onto second and claim the
Champions League group stage place that goes

with it. The visit Atalanta tomorrow (1400 GMT)
while AS Roma, one point behind in third (which
brings a Champions League playoff spot) host
sixth-placed Genoa (1030 GMT). Roma, who
were neck-and-neck with Juventus for the first
half of the season, now have a five-point cush-
ion over Napoli after Rafael Benitez’s side
crashed 4-2 at Empoli on Thursday. However,
Napoli should get three points tomorrow (1845
GMT)against an AC Milan side in disarray after
going four matches without a win and sitting in
10th place. — Reuters

MADRID: European champions Real Madrid will
need to inflict Sevilla’s first home defeat in over 13
months to realistically maintain their bid for the La
Liga title when they visit the Sanchez Pizjuan today.
Los Blancos trail Barcelona by two points at the top
of the table with four games remaining and also
have to contend with the daunting trip to Andalucia
just four days before they travel to face Juventus in
the first leg of their Champions League semi-final.

However, Sevilla are also desperate for the points
as they battle with Valencia for the fourth
Champions League place for next season. “It will be
very difficult, like all the games we have left,” Madrid
captain Iker Casillas admitted. “Our most important
game right now is today. It is against a very strong
team at home, who have been solid all season.
Moreover, they are fighting for the Champions
League places and are in the semi-finals of the
Europa League.

“It will be a great game for the fans, but there are
three vital points at stake because we need to win
our games and hope Barcelona slip-up.” Madrid
should be boosted by the return of Gareth Bale from
a calf injury, but Karim Benzema won’t be risked
ahead of the trip to Turin in midweek. Sevilla beat
Madrid at home last season at the beginning of their
unbeaten run with Carlos Bacca scoring twice in a 2-
1 victory. The Colombian bagged another brace as
Sevilla stretched their unbeaten run in all competi-
tions to eight games with a 3-1 win at Eibar on
Wednesday and is confident home support can
drive them onto another big three points.

“At home we have been playing very well. It is a
great game and with our fans there is great excite-
ment,” said Bacca. “We are getting closer to our
objectives and we need to fight for them. We need
to win all the remaining games. At home we beat
them last season, I don’t see why we can’t again.” On
paper Barcelona have a far easier task this weekend
as they travel to rock bottom Cordoba, who could
be mathematically relegated. Cordoba are 11 points
from safety having now won in 16 games stretching
back to January and their return to the top-flight
after a 43-year absence will come to an end unless
they pull off a monumental upset at the Nuevo
Arcangel.

However, Barca will also have Champions
League preparations on their minds as they host for-
mer boss Pep Guardiola and German champions
Bayern Munich on Tuesday. Boss Luis Enrique made
four changes for the 6-0 thrashing of Getafe in mid-
week, but granted the full 90 minutes to his star
strike trio of Lionel Messi, Luis Suarez and Neymar as
they moved onto a combined 102 goals for the sea-

son. Enrique has a fully-fit squad to choose from and
defender Marc Bartra hailed the former Barca cap-
tain’s management of the squad this season to
ensure they have come into the decisive part of the
campaign as fresh as possible.

“We have worked very well on the physical side
of things since pre-season.  As well as psychological-
ly because when there are rotations, when you
know that at any moment you could play, you are
always prepared. “This is what he has done to
ensure now we are in good condition.” Atletico
Madrid can strengthen their hold on third place
when Athletic Bilbao visit the Vicente Calderon
today. Fernando Torres’s winner at Villarreal in mid-
week ensured Diego Simeone’s men remain on
course for a direct return to the Champions League
next season and the former Liverpool and Chelsea
striker could be rewarded with a start ahead of the
misfiring Mario Mandzukic. — AFP 

Juventus need a point 
to clinch Serie A title

MILAN: Italian Serie A table ahead of the
weekend’s matches (played, won, drawn,
lost, goals for, goals against, points):

Juventus 33 23 7 3  63 19 76
Lazio 33 19 5 9  63 31 62
Roma 33 16 13 4  46 25 61
Napoli 33 16 8 9 59 43 56
Sampdoria 33 12 15 6 41 36 51
Genoa 33 13 11 9 49 38 50
Fiorentina 33 13 10 10 46 41 49
Torino 33 12 12 9 40 36 48
Inter Milan 33 12 12 9 50 39 48
AC Milan 33 10 13 10 46 42 43
Palermo 33 10 12 11 46 48 42
Chievo 33 10 10 13 25 33 40
Verona 33 10 10 13 41 57 40
Udinese 33 9 11 13 37 45 38
Empoli 33 7 17 9  38 42 38
Sassuolo 33 8 12 13 39 52 36
Atalanta 33 6 14 13 31 46 32
Cagliari 33 5 9 19 38 63 24
Cesena 33 4 12 17 31 58 24
Parma 33 6 5 22 27 62 1 6
— relegated

Note: Parma deducted three points and
four points for financial irregularities and
non-payment of salaries.
Top two qualify automatically for the
Champions League, third goes into the
play-offs. Fourth and fifth carry Europa
League places. The bottom three sides are
relegated.

Italian Serie A table

MADRID: Spanish La Liga table ahead of the
weekend’s matches (played, won, drawn, lost,
goals for, goals against, points):

Barcelona 34 27 3 4  97 19 84
Real Madrid 34 27 1 6 102 30 82
Atletico Madrid34 23 6 5  65 26 75
Valencia 34 20 9 5  61 26 69
Sevilla 34 21 6 7 63 38 69
Villarreal 34 14 11 9 44 31 53
Malaga 34 13 8 13 36 40 47
Athletic Bilbao 34 13 8 13  34 38 47
Celta Vigo 34 12 9 13 40 38 45
Espanyol 34 12 9 13 41 43 45
Rayo Vallecano 34 13 3 18 39 62 42
Real Sociedad 34 9 13 12  37 44 40
Elche 34 10 7 17  31 57 37
Getafe 34 10 6 18 28 52 36
Levante 34 9 8 17 32 60 35
Eibar 34 8 7 19 29 49 31
Almeria 34 8 7 19 27 55 31
Deportivo 34 6 11 17 29 56 29
Granada 34 4 13 17 22 63 25
Cordoba 34 3 11 20 21 53 20
NB. Top three qualify automatically for the
Champions League, fourth goes into the play-
offs. Fifth and sixth carry Europa League places.
The bottom three sides are relegated.

Spanish League table

Real Madrid’s title 
aspirations on line 
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ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE
Leicester v Newcastle 14:45 
beIN SPORTS
Aston v Everton 17:00
beIN SPORTS
Liverpool v QPR 17:00
beIN SPORTS
Sunderland v Southampton 17:00
beIN SPORTS
Swansea v Stoke 17:00
beIN SPORTS
West Ham v Burnley 17:00
beIN SPORTS
Man United v West Brom 19:30
beIN SPORTS

SPANISH LEAGUE 
Cordoba v Barcelona 17:00
beIN SPORTS
Atletico v Bilbao 19:00 
beIN SPORTS
Sevilla v Real Madrid 21:00
beIN SPORTS
Deportivo v Villarreal 23:00
beIN SPORTS

ITALIAN LEAGUE 
Sampdoria v Juventus 19:00
beIN SPORTS
Sassuolo Calcio v Citta 21:45
beIN SPORTS

GERMAN LEAGUE 
Augsburg v Koln 16:30
beIN SPORTS
Schalke 04 v Stuttgart 16:30
beIN SPORTS
Wolfsburg v Hannover 96 16:30
beIN SPORTS
Hoffenheim v Borussia 16:30
beIN SPORTS
Werder v Eintracht 16:30
beIN SPORTS 
Freiburg v Paderborn 07 16:30
beIN SPORTS
Bayer 04 v Bayern Munich 19:30
beIN SPORTS

FRENCH LEAGUE 
Lyonnais v Evian Thonon 18:00
beIN SPORTS
Bastia v Saint Etienne 21:00
beIN SPORTS
Guingamp v Reims 21:00
beIN SPORTS
Nice v Caen 21:00
beIN SPORTS
Montpellier v Rennes 21:00
beIN SPORTS
Lorient v Girondins 21:00
beIN SPORTS

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

LONDON: The stage is set for a Premier League coronation
this weekend as champions-elect Chelsea host Crystal
Palace tomorrow needing three points to claim a first
league title since 2010. Chelsea’s 3-1 win at Leicester City
on Wednesday left them 13 points clear of nearest rivals
Manchester City and Arsenal, who have a game in hand,
and brought the league trophy to within touching dis-
tance. The title seems destined for Stamford Bridge regard-
less of what happens this weekend, but Chelsea goalkeep-
er Petr Cech is eager to cross the line in front of the club’s
fans. “It’s amazing when you win a title, but if you win it at
home it puts the icing on the cake,” said the 32-year-old
Czech, who deputized for Thibaut Courtois at Leicester.

With Palace 12 points clear of the bottom three and safe
from relegation, they would appear to represent perfect
dupes for Chelsea’s title party. But while Alan Pardew’s side
have lost their last two home games, going down 2-0 to
West Bromwich Albion and Hull City, they have been beat-
en only once in eight matches on the road. “Stamford
Bridge is ready to celebrate, but if I can ask something from
them it is to not celebrate,” warned Chelsea manager Jose
Mourinho. “We all want to win, but it will be a difficult
game. Stamford Bridge must be ready to push us. I hope
they want to play the game with us. We need them to help
us win the title tomorrow.”

As well as the title race, the battle for Champions
League qualification also appears to be sewn up, with
Liverpool now seven points adrift of the top four following
their lackluster 1-0 loss at Hull on Tuesday. But while City,
Arsenal and Manchester United look assured of a top-four
berth, it is only by finishing in the top three that automatic
passage to Europe’s elite club competition can be secured.
City currently lead the way, heading Arsenal on goal differ-
ence, but they have played a game more than Arsene
Wenger’s men and face an awkward trip to sixth-place
Tottenham Hotspur tomorrow.

‘A different Man United’   
With Arsenal not in action until Monday, when they visit

Hull, United will look to steal a march on both their rivals
by winning at home to West Brom, who pulled off a
famous victory at Old Trafford last season. United lost 3-0
at Everton last time out-their second defeat in a row-and
defender Chris Smalling has urged his team-mates to make
amends. “We’ve got four big games now in which we’ve
got to make sure we were better than tomorrow,” he told
the United website. 

“We’ll be eager to put this right. I think we’ll see a differ-
ent Manchester United against West Brom.” The relative
stability at the top of the standings has lent greater promi-
nence to the battle to avoid relegation. Bottom club

Burnley, five points adrift of safety, could be left on the
brink of an immediate return to the Championship if they
do not win at West Ham United. Queens Park Rangers, a
point better off, are similarly desperate for points ahead of
their trip to Liverpool, while third-bottom Sunderland, who
have a game in hand on all the teams around them, host
Southampton.

Leicester’s loss to Chelsea ended a run of four straight
wins that had lifted them out of the bottom three, but on
Saturday they host a flatlining Newcastle United team who
have lost their last seven matches. Leicester manager Nigel
Pearson, who has issued an apology for lampooning a jour-
nalist after the Chelsea game, has told his players that
despite their improved recent form, there is still a long way
to go. “It’s important for us to go into the last few games
with our destiny in our own hands,” said Pearson, whose
side are a point clear of danger. “There’s still a lot of hard
work to be done. At the moment there’s a strange percep-
tion that there’s not. There is.”— AFP 

PARIS: Paris Saint-Germain and Lyon continue
their game of cat and mouse at the top of Ligue
1 this weekend as they face Nantes and Evian
respectively. PSG opened up a three-point lead
over Lyon at the top of the table on Tuesday
with a 3-1 win in their game in hand against
Metz, putting the defending champions in the
driver’s seat with just four matches remaining.

The capital club have, on paper at least, an
easier route to the title as their first step takes
them to mid-table Nantes, where they haven’t
lost since 2004. Any fears that PSG would take
their foot off the gas following their deflating
Champions League quarter-final exit to
Barcelona have been allayed with their displays
in their last two outings, a 6-1 demolition of Lille

being followed by the victory against Metz. With
Zlatan Ibrahimovic back from his three-match
ban, Paris coach Laurent Blanc has a difficult
decision over who to drop out of in-form trio
Javier Pastore, Ezequiel Lavezzi and Edinson
Cavani.

But it is the kind of dilemma most coaches
would love to have, and former France and
Liverpool boss Gerard Houllier, who won titles in
charge of both PSG, in 1986, and Lyon, in 2006
and 2007, believes the capital side are now
poised to secure a third consecutive Ligue 1 title.
“Even if the race is still wide open, the Parisians
are 80 percent favorites for me,” the 67-year old
told sports daily L’Equipe. “For Lyon to be cham-
pions, they will have to win all of their games

and hope for a PSG slip-up. But the Parisians are
on the upswing.” Lyon coach Hubert Fournier
also conceded his side’s titles hopes are out of
their hands but insisted they would give PSG a
run for their money. “We no longer hold our des-
tiny in our hands,” Fournier admitted ahead of
the meeting with relegation-threatened Evian.

‘Still believe’
“But it’s up to us to give our all right to the

death so we have no regrets should Paris even-
tually slip up. If they don’t falter, that doesn’t
really change anything-we still have the desire to
get the best possible result every time. “We still
believe in our chances even though we’re up
against a side who are having a great season,

and who possess one of the best squads in
Europe-better than Chelsea, for example.”
Fournier is waiting on the fitness of forward
Nabil Fekir, who has a slight back problem, but
will again look to 26-goal leading scorer
Alexandre Lacazette as they attempt to extend a
four-game unbeaten run.

Leaders at Christmas, Marseille’s title chal-
lenge has crumbled in 2015 and their meltdown
has been so dramatic that even second-bottom
Metz fancy their chances for their showdown.
While Marseille are now five points adrift of a
Champions League qualifying berth, Metz are
eight points from safety and so could be relegat-
ed this weekend if they lose and other results go
their way. —AFP

Chelsea in line for 
Palace coronation

No margin for error for PSG, Lyon as title battle heats up
French League Preview  

LONDON: English Premier League table ahead of the week-
end’s matches (played, won, drawn, lost, goals for, goals
against, points):

Chelsea 34 24 8 2 68 27 80
Man City 34 20 7 7 70 36 67
Arsenal 33 20 7  6 63 32 67
Man Utd 34 19 8 7 59 34 65
Liverpool 34 17 7 10 47 37 58
Tottenham 34 17 7 10 55 49 58
Southampton 34 17 6 11 47 26 57
Swansea 34 14 8 12 41 44 50
Stoke 34 13 8 13 39 42 47
Everton 34 11 11 12 44 43 44
West Ham 34 11 11 12 42 42 44
Crystal Palace 34 11 9 14 42 47 42
West Brom 34 9 10 15 32 46 37
Newcastle 34 9 8 17 36 57 35
Hull 34 8 10 16 32 45 34
Aston Villa 34 8 8 18 26 48 32
Leicester 34 8 7 19 36 54 31
Sunderland 33 5 15 13 26 49 30
QPR 34 7 6 21 38 59 27
Burnley 34 5 11 18 26 52 26

Note: top four teams qualify for next season’s Champions
League; fifth-place team qualifies for Europa League; bot-
tom three teams relegated to Championship

English Premier League Table
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Pacquiao-Mayweather 
recalls boxing heydaySportsSports

KHULNA: Bangladesh cricketer Tamim Iqbal (left) celebrates with teammate Imrul Kayes after hitting a boundary during the fourth day of the first cricket Test match between
Bangladesh and Pakistan at The Sheikh Abu Naser Stadium yesterday. — AFP

KHULNA: Openers Tamim Iqbal and
Imrul Kayes hit unbeaten centuries to
lead a brilliant fightback by Bangladesh
on the fourth day of the first Test against
Pakistan in Khulna yesterday. The left-
handed pair put on their nation’s high-
est partnership for any wicket as
Bangladesh, trailing by 296 runs on the
first innings, closed the day strongly at
273 for no loss in their second knock. 

Tamim was unbeaten on 138 to
become the first Bangladesh batsman
to score seven Test centuries. He beat
former captain Mohammad Ashraful’s
tally of six hundreds. It was Tamim’s
third century in as many Tests, having
made identical scores of 109 in the last
two matches against Zimbabwe in
November. Imrul scored 132 not out, his
third hundred, as the bowlers toiled on
the placid wicket at the Sheikh Abu
Naser stadium that has already pro-
duced 1,233 runs and just 20 wickets
over the four days.

The pair batted through just over
two sessions to surpass the previous
Bangladesh record of 267 by Ashraful
and current skipper Mushfiqur Rahim
for the fifth wicket against Sri Lanka in
Galle in 2013. Tamim said the advice
from his team’s Sri Lankan coach
Chandika Hathurusinghe to forget the
scoreboard and enjoy the time out in
the middle stood both him and Imrul in
good stead. “The coach told us not to
look at the scoreboard and that helped,”
he said.  “We just wanted to enjoy the
game and when we got a ball to hit, we
played our shots.” Tamim dedicated his
third successive Test century to his aunt,
Fatema Hossain, who died of a heart
attack in Chittagong on Thursday.

Tamim and Imrul had put on an
opening stand of 224 during
Bangladesh’s previous Test-against
Zimbabwe in Chittagong-and carried
on in the same manner yesterday. Fears
that Bangladesh may struggle to bat out

two days to save the match, after
Pakistan ran up 628 in their first innings,
proved unfounded as the openers set-
tled in to tame the bowling. Tamim
reached his century after tea with two
consecutive boundaries off Junaid
Khan. Imrul swept Zulfiqar Babar for a
single soon after to bring up his own
landmark in front of some 5,000 delight-
ed home fans. Tamim has so far hit 13
boundaries and four sixes. Imrul has 15
fours and three sixes.

Earlier, the tourists took their
overnight score of 537 for five to 628
before they were all out shortly before
lunch. The overnight pair of Asad Shafiq
(83) and Sarfraz Ahmed (82) carried their
sixth-wicket partnership to 126 to build
a sizeable lead for Pakistan. Left-arm
spinner Taijul Islam picked up three of
the five wickets in the morning session
to finish with creditable figures of six for
163. Shafiq said Pakistan were confident
the Test could still be won.  — AFP 

Tamim, Imrul thwart Pakistan plot
SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard at stumps on the fourth day in the first Test between Bangladesh and
Pakistan yesterday in Khulna, Bangladesh. 

Bangladesh 1st innings 332 (M. Haque 80,
I. Kayes 51) 
Pakistan 1st innings (Overnight: 537-5)
M. Hafeez c Mahmudullah b Hom 224 
S. Aslam c Rahim b T. Islam 20  
Az. Ali b Hom 83  
Y. Khan b T. Islam 33  
Misbah-ul-Haq c R. Hossain b T. Islam 59  
A. Shafiq c&amp;b Al Hasan 83  
S. Ahmed c sub b Shahid 82  
W. Riaz b T. Islam 0   
Y. Shah lbw b T. Islam 13  
Z. Babar st Mahmudullah b T. Islam 11  
J. Khan not out 0   
Extras (b-8 lb-5 nb-4 w-3) 20  
Total (all out, 168.4 overs) 628 
Fall of wickets: 1-50 S. Aslam, 2-277 Az. Ali,
3-339 Y. Khan, 4-402 M. Hafeez, 5-468
Misbah-ul-Haq, 6-594 S. Ahmed, 7-595 W.

Riaz, 8-617 A. Shafiq, 9-617 Y. Shah, 10-628
Z. Babar.
Bowling: R. Hossain 22-3-82-0(nb-3), M.
Shahid 19-4-59-1(nb-1), T. Islam 46.4-4-163-
6, S. Hom 34-1-120-2(w-2), S. Al Hasan 37-4-
146-1, Mahmudullah 4-0-30-0, S. Sarkar 1-0-
2-0, M. Haque 5-0-13-0.
Bangladesh 2nd innings
T. Iqbal not out 138 
I. Kayes not out 132 
Extras (nb-2 w-1) 3   
Total (for no loss, 61 overs) 273 
Fall of wickets:
To bat: M. Haque, Mahmudullah, S. Al
Hasan, M. Rahim, S. Sarkar, S. Hom, T. Islam,
R. Hossain, M. Shahid.
Bowling: J. Khan 8-0-44-0(nb-2), Z. Babar
16-0-60-0, M. Hafeez 9-0-46-0, W. Riaz 13-2-
57-0(w-1), Y. Shah 15-0-66-0.               


