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Photo of the day

KUWAIT: Major General Sheikh Mohammed Yousef Al-Sabah, Assistant Undersecretary of Ministry of Interior for Borders Security led a ministry team during a ministerial tour of the 220-km long northern
borders yesterday. A US embassy delegation was present during the tour. —Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Crimes
r e p o r t

By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: Despite the ordinance of the Ministry of
Education to cancel any increase in the tuition fee for the
school academic year 2015-2016 in private schools, some
of schools have reportedly asked for extra fees. According
to sources, some private schools sent circular to parents
applying to register their kids in primary stage for the com-
ing school year to pay what they described as ‘category fee’
though the charity education fund already pays all the
basic fees for some of them. 

Health ministry orders HIV tests
The pre-marital medical tests have shown a growing num-

ber of HIV infections among citizens and expatriates, said a
Ministry of Health source. Accordingly, the Health Minister Dr
Ali Al-Obaidi issued a directive mandating all patients consult-
ed at gynecology, pregnancy departments and all sexually-
transmitted diseases OPDs to undergo HIV tests as a condition
to receive further medical care in various hospitals and clinics.

Citizen sues ministers over allowance
A citizen recently sued His Highness the Prime Minister

Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah, and Health Minister Ali
Al-Obaidi, demanding cancellation of a decision to reduce
the allowances given to patients treated abroad. The
allowance gives patients KD 75 and first escort KD 50 per
day and flight tickets for only one. According to the com-
plainant’s lawyer, his client was negatively affected by the
decision and that he had filed a complaint in this regard on
November 7, 2014, which was not responded to. The
lawyer added that he demanded cancelling the decision. 

Paramedics report discrimination
A number of Kuwaiti medical emergency technicians

(paramedics) made a complaint over what they described
as professional abuse and discrimination against them. The
complainants explained that some of them applied to be
stationed at the clinic at Kuwait International Airport which
they alleged were rejected. They complained that the air-
port is a sensitive facility that it should not be left for
expats whose affiliations are unknown, sources said. 

Adan Hospital’s bed shortage
Dr Bader Al-Otaibi, Manager of the Adan Hospital,

admitted that the hospital suffers severe lack of bed facility

and stressed that he had urged officials to build a new hos-
pital in the area to help and backup the current one as
soon as possible. Otaibi explained that Adan Hospital’s
capacity is 30,000 patients while it actually serves 1.5 mil-
lion. “How can a hospital built in 1982 serve these num-
bers,” he exclaimed adding that the casualty department
examines around 2,000 patients on a daily basis.

Ministry okays litigation office
Wasmi Khalid Al-Wasmi, Chairman of the Kuwait

Lawyers’ Society, announced signing an agreement with
the justice ministry to establish a litigation office at the
society’s headquarters in order to facilitate the litigation
process.

Municipal adjourned for ‘study’
Yesterday’s municipal council session was adjourned

when four members withdrew on voting on some  projects
they believed still need more study, which led to cancelling
the session for lack of quorum. The withdrawing members
are Abdullah Al-Kandari, Hassan Kamal, Ali Al-Moussa and
Mohammed Al-Mojel who reportedly withdrew in protest
for voting on projects they had not studied.

Body washed ashore
at Fahaheel beach

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Firefighters recovered a dead man’s body found
floating off the Fahaheel beach yesterday. The body was
taken to the forensic department for an autopsy to deter-
mine the time and cause of death. Investigations are ongo-
ing meanwhile to identify the man and reveal the circum-
stances behind his death.

Drug dealers caught
Drug Control General Department officers arrested
two Nepalese men with 100 grams of heroin, 50 grams
of ICE drugs, and a scale use in selling drugs. The arrest
was made in one of the suspect’s house. Both were
sent to concerned authorities for further action.

Children, maid escape fire
Six children and a housemaid were rescued from a fire in
Saad Al-Abdallah. Jahra firemen rushed to the building,
and managed to rescue the children and maid unharmed.
They were able to extinguish the blaze before it could
spread. No injuries were reported. Separately, a fire broke
out in an electric transformer in Sabahiya, and firemen put
it out without injuries.

Liquor factory busted
Farwaniya police discovered a liquor factory in Jleeb Al-
Shuyoukh. Police first arrested a man who was found
with possession of 200 drug pills after being stopped in
the area, said a security source. The man managed to
escape, and hid inside a house. Police issued a warrant
and raided the house, where they found 1,100 liquor
bottles, 45 barrels filled with alcoholic drinks as well as
tools used to brew alcoholic drinks.

Parents complain
school fees hike

Adailia named
healthy city

KUWAIT: Adailia has been declared a healthy city as part of
a Health Ministry initiative, said Director of the Capital
Health Area Dr Tareq Al-Jassar. This is a step and in the right
direction to engage the society in efforts to promote
health and living conditions nationwide, Jassar said yester-
day on the sidelines of a ceremony to launch Adailia as a
world healthy city. He expressed hope the title would
extend to more districts of the capital city, urging Adailia
inhabitants to cooperate with the relevant bodies and
councils. —KUNA

KUWAIT: Foreign Ministry Undersecretary Khaled Al-Jarallah held talks yesterday with US Ambassador
to Kuwait Douglas Silliman. The meeting dealt with bilateral relations and the latest developments on
both regional and international arenas. Jarallah also met with China’s visiting Special Envoy on the
Middle East Issue Ambassador Wu Sike and discussed bilateral relations as well as latest regional and
international developments. —KUNA

SHARM EL-SHEIKH: Kuwait Energy
Company, an independent oil and gas
company with assets across MENA
region, signed Sunday a partnership
agreement for oil research, exploration
and production in Iraq with the
Egyptian General Petroleum
Corporation (EGPC). 

The agreement was signed by
EGPC CEO Tarek Al Molla, Kuwait
Energy Chairman Dr Mansour
Bukhamseen, and attended by
Egyptian Minister of Petroleum and
Mineral Resources Sharif Ismail and
Kuwait’s Ambassador to Egypt Salem
Al-Zamanan. 

The agreement states that EGPC
becomes a partner with UAE’s Dragon
Oil Holdings Ltd. and Kuwait Energy, in
the Block IX license, where Kuwait

Energy is the operator, with a 10 per-
cent participating interest in Block IX,
Iraq license. Block IX field is located in
the Basra Governorate, in Southern
Iraq.

On this occasion, Molla stated that
they “are pleased to announce EGPC’s
first international investment. The
merit of this investment is its contribu-
tion to building an economic relation-
ship between Iraq and Egypt. Block IX
has huge potentials of oil reserves and
resources, which add significant value
for Egypt. This partnership with Kuwait
Energy comes as the fruit of the
Strategic Alignment Agreement
signed in 2011,” Al-Molla added.

Minister Sharif Ismail commented
“the partnership between EGPC and
Kuwait Energy is a successful example

of the public sector and the private
sector coming together, each sector
bringing in its share of knowledge,
skills and strengths for the interest of
the country.”

Bukhamseen stated that “Kuwait
Energy has always believed and con-
tinues to believe that the oil and gas
business is a solid bridge for develop-
ing and strengthening ties between
nations. This agreement exemplifies
fruitful cross-Arab cooperation, bring-
ing together Egypt, Iraq and Kuwait for
one common goal, the economic and
social development of the region,” he
added. The Exploration, Development
and Production Service Contract
(“EDPSC”) pertaining to Block IX was
signed in January 2013 after the award
in 2012. —KUNA

Kuwait Energy signs oil 
research, exploration deal


