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The Center for Continuing Education (CCE)
at the American University of Kuwait (AUK)
began working with the British Council in

2005 to deliver English language courses to indi-
viduals who were considering attending English
language universities in Kuwait or abroad. This
year marks the 10-year anniversary of the estab-
lishment of this partnership, and to commemo-
rate the occasion, the Director of CCE, Mrs.
Buthaina Al-Khubaizi, visited the British Council
to meet with Mr. Grant Butler, Country Director,
to celebrate the milestone and discuss future
opportunities for collaboration. During the visit,
Al-Khubaizi presented the British Council with a
Certificate of Appreciation on behalf of CCE.

Since its establishment in 2004, CCE has been
committed to offering courses and training pro-
grams that help students and professionals

improve skills that assist them in achieving their
goals; a service the British Council has been
committed to for years. This shared interest in
reaching out to students who are in need of
English language improvement and offering
them top-quality courses led to a partnership
forming between CCE and the British Council.  

The scope of the partnership between the
British Council and CCE covers the International
English Language Testing System (IELTS) exams.
The CCE and the British Council have developed
a “One-Stop IELTS” system, whereby candidates
are able to register for intensive preparation
courses at CCE and schedule to take the IELTS
exam in the CCE facilities. The CCE administers
the IELTS exam 3 times a month to approximate-
ly 300 candidates each day. 

CCE also offers English language courses for

academic, workplace, and everyday purposes;
for all levels and from age groups of 14 years
and above. Learners benefit from quality instruc-
tion and innovative programming, delivered in a
supportive and collaborative learning environ-
ment.CCE is currently offering a 10% reduction
for the IELTS preparation courses for candidates
who register for the British Council IELTS exams
via CCE.

CCE was established in 2004 and, in addition
to offering language courses in Arabic, English,
French and Spanish, offers an array of courses
and workshops aimed to assist in the personal
and professional development of individuals
and groups within the public and private sec-
tors. Course offerings are specifically tailored to
meet the needs of their clients, whether they are
independent groups or corporations. Buthaina Al-Khubaizi CCE Director, and Grant Butler, Country Director Kuwait

CCE, British Council celebrate
10 years of partnership

BNP Paribas Wealth Management, a
leading global private bank with
EUR 332 billion worth of assets

under management, has honoured
Fayeeza and Arif Naqvi, founders of the
Aman Foundation in Pakistan, as the BNP
Paribas 2015 Grand Prix winners. The
announcement was made in Paris at an
award ceremony hosted by Vincent
Lecomte and Sofia Merlo, Co-CEOs of BNP
Paribas Wealth Management.

The Naqvi family established the Aman
Foundation in 2008 in Pakistan. Aman
operates in two verticals - healthcare and
education - and has built a unique track-
record, principally in Karachi, through
grant-giving and direct investment in a

series of programs designed to create sus-
tainable and systemic impact in the coun-
try. Though it is a non-profit, Aman is run
on clear business principles, executing
through a talent base of professionals pri-
marily from private-sector backgrounds. 

Fayeeza and Arif Naqvi have always
been steeped in philanthropy. Both were
born in Karachi, Pakistan, and witnessed
under-privilege in their home country at
first-hand; both have long held a desire to
give back to the community - especially as
their professional lives have evolved over
the last three decades. 

Fayeeza Naqvi graduated from the
London School of Economics (LSE) and
pursued an early career in corporate

banking in London. Since then, she has
been involved in various social sector
organisations in the Middle East and
Pakistan and is an active patron of the
arts. 

Arif Naqvi, also graduate of the LSE, is
the Founder and Group Chief Executive of
The Abraaj Group, a leading investor oper-
ating in global growth markets with US$ 9
billion in assets under management.
Sustainability and stakeholder engage-
ment is embedded in Abraaj’s DNA. The
Group established a “5+5+5” model
wherein it annually donates 5 percent of
gross management fees, 5 percent of staff
bonuses on a voluntary basis, and 5 days
of volunteering time per employee.

Fayeeza and Arif Naqvi win Grand Prix at BNP Paribas Prize for Individual Philanthropy.

BNP Paribas Wealth Management
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National Bank of Kuwait continues to distribute iftar meals and receive thousands of people at its iftar tent near the Grand Mosque during the holy month of Ramadan.

In line with their mission of launching
premier events that serve Kuwait’s eco-
nomic, cultural and social objectives

“UNIEXPO”, announces the “Sustainability
in Kuwait” Conference and exhibition to
be held between December 6th-8th 2015
at the Regency Hotel, Kuwait.

The GCC nations all ranked in the top
twenty for emissions per capita world-
wide in 2014. According to the World
Economic Forum, the GCC nations are
among those that will be mostadversely
affected by climate change, with
increased pressure on scarce water
resources andarable land, rising air pollu-
tion, and increased likelihood of flooding
in coastal areas the most likely vulnerabili-
ties. In addition to environmental con-
cerns, there are energy security and eco-
nomic implications.Diversion of gas origi-
nally desatined for export to the Kuwait
market to meet excessive local demand
directly results in  loss of potential foreign-
exchange revenue .

Mahmoud Maghraby, Marketing
Manager at “UNIEXPO” stated “Having not-
ed the above environmental and econom-
ic implications, “UNIEXPO” envisioned the
need for a Sustainability Conference and
Expo in line with global standards, meet-
ing Kuwait’s specific needs and address-
ing local challenges. This event promotes
a number of strategic objectives which
aim to effectively address the issues dis-
cussed and for resolution identifies three
strategic areas of focus, along with associ-
ated initiatives for effective tactical follow
through. Focus areas include: promoting
knowledge of sustainable design and
maintenance practices throughout the
Facilities Management and Engineering
communities”.

Maghraby also elaborated on a current
local market trend: heightened awareness
of environmental issues amongst industry
and research leaders, major governmental
institutions and other leaders in Kuwait
market. This is evidenced by a recent
increase in high profile projects in Kuwait
targeting green building certification
under the LEED rating system, including
Kuwait Airport Terminal 2  and National
Bank of Kuwait Headquarters Building
and Equate New Headquarters.

Ranya Metwalli Shields , LEED AP
BD+C, CEM , Director of the Technical
Committee, described the challenges
facing Kuwait based  businesses with a
sustainability agenda as follows: “
Businesses with sustainability objectives
in Kuwait must work to overcome
absence of  mechanisms for mitigating
the cost impact of “going green”, general

lack of economic incentives and low local
cost of fossil fuels.  Initiatives such as
local or regional carbon trading pro-
grams would assist with the economic
aspect of implementing renewable tech-
nologies. It is also critical to devise
appropriate regulatory frameworks driv-
ing said objectives. This conference
implements a number of initiatives to
meet these needs.” 

“Feedback from current projects also
indicates the cost impact of sustainable
construction is higher in Kuwait than it is
in other parts of the world ,” continued
Metwalli Shields. “ LEED projects in
Kuwait report higher construction costs
by up to 40 percent. By comparison,
USGBC research indicates LEED certified
buildings in the USA report construction
costs within the normal range for similar
“Non- LEED” buildings .” Metwalli Shields
noted that this may be attributed to
increased cost of access to products and
services aimed at reducing environmen-
tal impact as well as the lack of economic
incentives described earlier. In response,
the exhibitor section of the expo  aims to
provide the Kuwait market with a broad
spectrum of options in terms of products
whilst simultaneously providing business
opportunities to local , regional and
International firms.
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