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CANAAN, Haiti: Before the Jan 2010
earthquake destroyed much of Haiti’s
capital, the only occupants of the arid
hills near the city’s northern edge were
skinny goats foraging amid the cactus
and scrub. Today, hardware stores sell
wood and rebar to a flood of home-
steaders and children lug water up
dusty paths between rows of cin-
derblock homes and tin-and-tarp
shacks. The government estimates that
in 51/2 years, some 250,000 people
have settled in the unregulated sprawl
called Canaan, named for the biblical
land of promise and prosperity.

Already considered Haiti’s fourth-
largest urban district, Canaan, could
reach 1 million people in a decade, and
alarmed authorities are moving to
exert some semblance of control.
Regularizing the informal metropolis,
however, won’t be easy. People dis-
placed by the devastating 7.0-magni-
tude quake have built up Canaan on
their own, using an estimated $100 mil-
lion of their personal money, some of it
sent from abroad by relatives, and
instilling a streak of independence of
which they are proud.

“Outsiders have not provided any-
thing to us,” Fabienne Bosquet said at
her family’s scrap-wood shelter as her
younger siblings stacked small bags of
charcoal for sale. “It is Haitians like us
that have made something out of
nothing.” Some of Canaan’s neighbor-
hoods boast food and barber shops,
churches, motorcycle taxi stands, and
daycare centers. Residents are a mix of
desperately poor Haitian families and
better-off but still struggling workers,
including professionals who commute
to Port-au-Prince some 20 km away.

But life here is not easy. Water can

be a long walk away, meals are cooked
over fire pits and bathrooms are just a
hole in the ground. After years of look-
ing on in dismay at the fast emerging
city, the Haitian government is intro-
ducing a pilot program to install basic
services in a central section of Canaan
while a master plan is developed for
the entire area. With $14 million from
the American Red Cross and USAID, the
program plans to put in paved roads,
schools, water and power in one zone
while collaborating with residents to
ensure their houses meet minimal con-
struction standards.

Both aid groups have been criticized
for failing to build housing after the
quake, a shortfall directors blamed in
large part on muddled land tenure
issues, logistical nightmares and strug-
gles cutting through bureaucracy. The
experience has resulted in “some pretty
tough lessons” for everyone involved,
said John Groarke, until recently
USAID’s mission director in Haiti. “It
really hasn’t been as efficient and cost-
effective as any of us have hoped.  And
what we’ve learned is that ordinary
Haitians, even poor Haitians, have the
resources and the resiliency to start
building their own houses,” he said
from his office in the US Embassy,
shortly before leaving for a new post-
ing in Pakistan.  “What we want to do is
get out of the way and let them do
that.”

Familiar Ills
While some see encouraging signs

in Canaan’s self-reliance, others see ills
familiar to the hemisphere’s poorest
nation: non-existent public services,
lack of decent jobs, unsanitary condi-
tions. “On the one hand, it’s amazing

that people have managed to survive
there and build houses. But on the oth-
er hand, it’s clearly not an ideal situa-
tion because it really is a new slum now
even if you put some money into it,”
said Robert Fatton Jr., a Haitian-born
professor at the University of Virginia
and author of the 2014 book “Haiti:
Trapped in the Outer Periphery.”

The biggest fear is that Canaan
might become another Cite Soleil, a
gang-heavy maze of shacks originally
planned as a community for laborers. In
the case of Canaan, the homesteaders
putting their own money and sweat
into the settlement makes them “very
open” to urban planning and upgrades
because they want to protect their
investments, said Clement Belizaire,
executive director of the government’s

agency for public buildings and hous-
ing.

Authorities accept that resettlement
is not an option for most residents,
Belizaire said. The government, howev-
er, will evict families living in ravines
and other very risky areas, especially as
more people arrive in search of jobs
expected to stem from a nearby sea-
port slated to open soon. “We know we
can’t stop this heavy influx of people so
we have to work with the people to
manage Canaan as it is now and for-
malize areas,” Belizaire said.  “This is a
very big priority.”

Showcase 
The government initially hoped

the area would be a showcase for
development,  with communities

planned around job-generating
industries like garment factories. But
those ideas fizzled after the quake
devastated the Port-au-Prince region
Jan 12, 2010. Desperate to find shelter
for thousands of survivors, the gov-
ernment of then President Rene
Preval claimed some 18,000 acres
through eminent domain.  One site
was to be Haiti’s first planned commu-
nity for the displaced, a group
camped on a flood-prone golf course.
But the roughly 50-acre lot of wooden
shelters created for them quickly
became surrounded by unregulated
sprawl.

Compensation for land in Canaan
remains a thorny issue. Families who
contend they owned the land before
the government expropriated it have
demanded money. But proving lot
ownership is a tall  order in Haiti ,
where the land registry is a shambles.
“One thing is for sure: Nobody who
moved there after the earthquake can
claim ownership of land, even if they
paid somebody for it,” Belizaire said.

In any case, many residents say
they will welcome help. Canaan is
now their home, not Port-au-Prince,
where complaints of punishing rents
and greedy landlords were common.
Tony St Germain runs a small phar-
macy by a bustling crossroads where
the pilot project will be centered and
where a community group has erect-
ed utility poles in the hopes they
might soon get on the grid. “We will
see if the government is really seri-
ous about helping us here,” he said,
sweat dripping from his forehead
after walking up a hil l  to his tiny
business. “I have a hope this place
will improve.” — AP 

Haiti seeks to control ‘city’ that emerged from quake

CANAAN, Haiti: In this June 20, 2015 photo, a father walks with his three
sons to a Saturday morning church service. — AP 

TOKYO: Japanese inflation remained
tepid while spending rose after 13
months of falls, official data showed yes-
terday, with analysts predicting more
easing ahead as the central bank tries
again to build up a head of steam. Core
inflation, excluding volatile fresh food
prices, was up 0.1 percent year-on-year,
beating market expectations for zero
growth but coming still well short of the
Bank of Japan’s 2.0 percent target. Lower
fuel prices and other energy costs
helped curb inflation, data from the
internal affairs ministry showed.

Separate data from the internal affairs
ministry showed household spending
rose 4.8 percent on-year in May, posting
the first rise since Japan hiked sales taxes
in April last year to help pay down a
huge national debt. But spending has
not yet recovered to the pre-hike level
and analysts were sticking to the view
that the Bank of Japan will almost cer-
tainly be forced to expand its monetary
easing scheme to jack up prices and
counter a downturn in the economy. The
good news is that the jobs market is
improving.

While the jobless rate was unchanged
at an 18-year low of 3.3 percent in May,
the labour ministry said the ratio of job
offers to job seekers rose to a 23-year
high of 1.19, meaning there were 119
offers to every 100 applicants and sug-
gesting even lower jobless rate in com-
ing months. “Unfortunately, though,
there are scant signs that the tighter
labour market has resulted in stronger
price pressure,” said Marcel Thieliant,
economist at Capital Economics. “The
big picture remains that there is still sub-
stantial spare capacity in the economy
which is dragging down prices,” he said
in a note.

Economists at SMBC Nikko Securities
noted more and more housewives and
senior people were joining the work-
force. “We should give heed to the fact
that increasing labour supply is easing
the tightening of the labour market and
curbing wages,” they said in a note. “The
BoJ’s scenario of higher wages leading to
home-made inflation is unlikely to hap-
pen,” they said. SMBC Nikko expected
Japan’s core consumer prices to fall as
much as 0.8 percent on-year by October
due to drops in energy prices.

Sustained inflation is a cornerstone of
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe’s drive to turn
around an economy that has been drift-
ing for much of the last two decades. His
pro-spending policies, coupled with the
central bank’s massive stimulus, has sent
the yen lower and boosted stock prices.
The benchmark index at the Tokyo Stock
Exchange hit its highest level in more
than 18 years this week. A lower yen is
positive for Japanese exports but
inflates import costs, which is translated
into higher retail prices. “We have to
carefully watch to see if households wel-
come an increase in prices,” said Atsushi
Takeda, an economist at Itochu Corp.
“They may still be in saving mode with-
out much wage growth,” he told
Bloomberg News. — AFP 

Japan inflation tepid, 

spending up in May
Jobless rate unchanged at 18-year low

TOKYO: Pedestrians walk past a display window of a shop offering a sale in the Ginza shopping dis-
trict in central Tokyo yesterday. — AFP 

SYDNEY: Ballerina Dimity Azoury from the Australian Ballet holds up the ‘Argyle
Prima’, a 1.20 carat Fancy Red diamond, during the launch of Rio Tinto’s Argyle Pink
Diamonds Tender yesterday. — AFP 

NAYPYIDAW, Myanmar: Hundreds of merchants from
China to Malaysia flocked to Naypyidaw yesterday to
inspect jade and other precious stones at an annual
auction that offered a glimpse into the country’s noto-
riously murky but lucrative gems industry. The 13-day
emporium that opened on Wednesday is expected to
draw around 5,000 local and foreign visitors who will
bid for the raw jade, gems, jewellery and sculptures up
for sale. Traders carefully examined raw slabs of jade
with torches and measuring tapes yesterday at a
sprawling complex in the former-junta ruled nation’s
capital.

“We invited (merchants from) Hong Kong, Malaysia,
Thailand and China for this year’s gems emporium,”
Than Zaw Oo, vice-chairman of the event’s organising
committee, told AFP. “More than 2,000 gem traders
came from those countries. Most are from China,” he
added. Up to 90 percent of the world’s jadeite - the
most sought-after type of jade - is mined in northern

Myanmar, feeding a vast appetite for the green stone in
Asia and particularly China, where it is believed to ward
off evil spirits and improve health.

The country’s secretive trade remains highly prof-
itable, although the exact revenues from sales of the
precious stone remain unknown. Large amounts of
jade are sold through illegal mines and in rebel-held
areas despite reforms by a quasi-civilian government
aimed at opening up the resource-rich nation. Kyaw
Naing, a gems company owner from Mandalay on the
look-out for high-quality jade, said it was tough work
negotiating a good deal. “We normally bid for 10 items
each day. If we are lucky, we will get them for the price
that we want,” he said.

According to state media, last year’s gems empori-
um generated a record $3.4 billion and was attended
by more than 4,000 traders from Thailand, China, Hong
Kong and Japan. This year’s sale will showcase 8,943
lots of jade and 323 lots of gems. — AFP 

SYDNEY: Sixty-five extremely rare pink and
red diamonds were unveiled yesterday by
mining giant Rio Tinto which expects the
stones from a remote western Australia
mine to fetch record prices. The diamonds
come from the Anglo-Australian firm’s
Argyle mine - where more than 90 percent
of the world’s pink and red jewels are pro-
duced each year. “This year, we probably
have the most valuable tender ever,” Rio
Tinto diamonds and minerals chief execu-
tive Alan Davies told AFP of the annual sale.
“So we’ve got a number of fancy reds and
the colour and the clarity this year is truly
unique. They are so rare that all of the pinks
you can have in the palm of your hand and
all the reds you can count on one hand, so
they truly are in the category of luxury col-
lection.”

The 2015 collection features five “hero”
gems, including a 1.93 carat fancy vivid
purplish pink shield-shaped diamond and a
1.47 carat fancy red oval-shaped jewel. Rio
said this year’s selection, which weighs a

total of 44.14 carats, had some of the “most
vivid” pink and red diamonds ever
unearthed from the mine. The jewels are
around 1.6 billion years old and routinely
fetch US$1-2 million a carat. As a basic rule
of thumb, pink and red diamonds are
worth about 50 times more than white dia-
monds.

Davies said there was worldwide inter-
est in the diamonds - which will go from
Sydney to Hong Kong, New York and Perth
before the bidding process closes on Oct
21 - as they are viewed, like artwork, as col-
lectibles. “There’s tremendous interest in
Asia, but this is a global market, so it is Asia,
the Middle East, United States, everywhere,”
he added. “We’ve seen growth in value of
more than 10 percent a year for more than
12 years, and we expect that to continue.” It
is not known how the diamonds acquired
their pink or red tinge but it is thought to
come from a molecular structure distortion
as the jewel forms in the earth’s crust or
makes its way to the surface. — AFP 

Rio Tinto puts ‘vivid’ pink,

red diamonds on market

HANOI: Vietnam’s economy grew by
6.28 percent in the first half of this year,
racing along at its fastest rate since
2008, official figures showed yesterday.
Gross domestic product (GDP) rose to
6.28 percent in January-June, according
to General Statistics Office estimates, up
from 5.18 percent in the same period
last year, and 4.9 percent in 2013. The
country last hit similar heights in 2008
when it enjoyed 6.5 percent GDP
growth over the same reporting period,
according to official statistics.

The country’s central bank has deval-
ued the currency, the dong, twice so far
this year, most recently in May, in an
effort to boost slowing exports.
“Vietnam appears to be staging a solid
economic recovery,” Research group
Capital Economics said in response to
the figures. Economist Le Dinh An said
the growth figures showed Vietnam’s
economy was recovering well, adding
that it had little to do with the devalua-
tions. “GDP growth is high partly thanks

to efforts by the central government
and cities in revenue and tax collection,”
he told AFP.

He said the government is on course
to reach its official growth target for the
whole of 2015 of 6.2 percent GDP
growth. It is also in the process of easing
business regulations and a long-running
privatisation drive, which the govern-
ment hopes will boost the country’s
economic outlook. Despite the solid
GDP growth figures, which exceeded
most estimates, the country still faces
“big challenges” in the coming years,
Minister of Planning and Investment Bui
Quang Vinh told state media this week.

The country needs to boost agricul-
tural production and exports and
improve the competitiveness of state-
owned companies, Vinh said. In a brief-
ing note Capital Economics said
Vietnam was pointing in the right direc-
tion led by increasingly strong manufac-
turing pitching the country as “a low-
cost alternative to China”. — AFP 
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NAYPYIDAW: Merchants browse jade stones during the 52nd Myanmar Jade and Gem Emporium at the
Maniyadana Emporium Hall yesterday. — AFP 


