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LONDON: Twelve months on from making the
most bizarre of exits from Wimbledon, drama
queen Serena Williams will be back at the All
England Club next week eager to complete the
“Serena Slam”.  As the holder of the US,
Austral ian and French Open tit les,  the
American is seven wins away from holding all
four majors at the same time-a feat she last
achieved as a 21-year-old. A dozen years later,
the 33-year-old is ready and primed to trample
over anyone who dares to stand in the way of
another clean sweep.

“I would never have expected at this time in
my career to win three grand slams in a row.
This for me is unbelievable,” the world number
one said after winning her 20th major at Roland
Garros. “I’m really excited ... I’ve got a Serena
Slam and I’m close to another.” To achieve that,
however, she needs to avoid the kind of drama
witnessed in her last appearance at Wimbledon
or even at the French Open this month. Twelve
months ago a dizzy and disorientated Williams
cut a sorry figure as she walked off the hal-
lowed turf in tears after serving a whole game
of double faults in a doubles match. It was a

case of deju vu at this year’s French Open when
a clearly out-of-sorts Williams again struggled
to stay on her feet during her semi-final against
Timea Bacsinszky.

While her desire to win at all costs allowed
the American to keep alive her dreams of com-
pleting a non-calendar grand slam, tennis great
Chris Evert believes Williams cannot afford such
slips-ups at Wimbledon, where the slick surface
can be unforgiving. “When she is at her best she
is better than anybody else. But at the same
time we’ve seen some hiccups and we’ve seen
some drama, like at the French Open,” Evert
told a teleconference organized by ESPN. “She
can’t afford to have any more drama like at the
French Open. It wouldn’t surprise me if she
won. At the same time it wouldn’t surprise me
either if she had a bad loss.”

BAD LOSSES
Two of those bad losses came at Wimbledon

over the past two years-to Sabine Lisicki in the
fourth round in 2013 and Alize Cornet in the
third round 12 months later. “At Wimbledon the
monkey is on my back because I have not done

well there in a couple of years. Considering
how well I have done there for so many years, I
now consistently do terrible there so that is the
one I really want to do well in,” said Williams,
who captured the last of her five Wimbledon
titles in 2012.

With only Steffi Graf (22) and Margaret
Court (24) ahead of her in the list of all-time
slam winners, Williams knows that she has
only limited time left to climb on top of that
list.  “She’s chasing history in terms of her
grand slam titles.  She’s going for a Grand
Slam, which is obviously so rare,” said John
McEnroe. “That should be significant motiva-
tion.” With so much focus on Williams, it is easy
to forget that 127 of the world’s fittest women
athletes will be out to try and steal the spot-
light from the American. Chief among them
will be holder Petra Kvitova and five-times
grand slam champion Maria Sharapova. With
all of the main contenders opting not to play
competitively during the extended three-
week build-up to the grasscourt major, it will
be battle on when Wimbledon swings open its
gates on Monday. — Reuters

Williams must avoid drama 
to complete ‘Serena Slam’

GOTHENBURG: Briton Ian Walker aims to complete
a rare Volvo Ocean Race double today in the final in-
port race of the 10-part series. Walker’s Abu Dhabi
Ocean Racing have already claimed the overall, off-
shore trophy, the main event of the nine-month,
38,739-nautical mile (nm) offshore marathon, in
Gothenburg on Monday. His team are also six points
ahead in the in-port series that has been held in the
10 ports hosting the triennial event since it started
in Alicante, Spain, on October 4 last year.  Anything
other than a failure to finish or last place in the sev-
en-strong fleet coupled with a victory for closest
rivals,  Team Brunel (Netherlands), in today ’s
Gothenburg race will see the Emirati-backed crew
over the line as in-port champions. Brunel were also
second to Abu Dhabi in the offshore race. The off-
shore and in-port double is not unique in Volvo
Ocean Race history Mike Sanderson’s ABN AMRO
ONE achieved it in 2005-06 — but victory would be
another major feather in the cap for a region which
only entered the 41-year-old event for the first time
in 2011-12 under the Abu Dhabi flag. Walker, 45,
typically, was taking nothing for granted in the nine-
month race’s final press conference yesterday. “We
try to win everything we do,” he said. “Basically, we
just have to make sure we don’t finish last. “But it’s a
pretty tight race course and there’s plenty of trouble
out there if you’re not careful.”

Team Brunel skipper Bouwe Bekking, 52, could
be forgiven for being sick of the sight of Abu Dhabi
Ocean Racing’s stern after trying to catch it over
38,739 nautical miles and nine offshore legs.
However, he has not totally given up hope of an
upset result that will rely on his opponents slipping
up uncharacteristically badly. “We will fight for it and
we still have a slight chance,” he told reporters. “It
would certainly be nice to win that trophy.” The race,
which concludes the triennial event, will also resolve
some unfinished business in the overall competition
as a tie-breaker. Team Alvimedica’s ninth leg win in
Gothenburg from Lorient, via a pit-stop in The
Hague last week, drew them level with MAPFRE
(Spain) on 34 points in joint fourth place overall.

The American/Turkish team of Charlie Enright
currently stand two points ahead of the Spanish
crew but that advantage could easily be swept away
on a tight, challenging Gothenburg course. Team
SCA (Britain),  currently fourth behind Team
Alvimedica, and, less likely, sixth-placed Dongfeng
Race Team (China), also have outside chances of
top-three podium in-port series places if results go
their way. The action will start at 1400 local time
(1200 GMT) and so far the forecasters are predicting
strong enough winds to offer the prospect of a fit-
ting finale to a memorable and extraordinarily close-
run event all round.— AFP 

Walker on verge of rare Volvo Ocean Race ‘double’

GOTHENBURG: Team MAPFRE skippered by Xabi Fernandez of Spain arrive in Gothenburg at the end
of Leg 9 of the Volvo Ocean Race from Lorient to Gothenburg in west Sweden. The Volvo Ocean Race
2014-15 is the 12th running of this ocean marathon. — AFP 

Combination of file photos shows Serena Williams holding the trophies after winning the women’s singles finals of the tennis tournaments. — AP 

Qualified privilege for 
Wimbledon hopefuls

LONDON: Melzer beat Melzer, Zhang faced
Zhang, a 44-year-old Japanese returned to a
tournament she first played in 1989 while a
British girl broke down in floods of tears mid-
match. And Wimbledon hasn’t even started yet.
A stone’s throw away from the All England Club,
where the third Grand Slam  of the year gets
underway on Monday, is the Bank of England
Sports Centre. It’s where tennis’s has-beens,
wannabes and probably never-will-bes battle
over four days for a place in the main draw at
Wimbledon, desperate to get through three gru-
eling rounds of qualifying.

In the men’s, 128 players went in search of 16
places in the draw while there were 12 spots on
offer for the 96 women who started out on the
lawns of Roehampton. A place in the first round
proper guarantees at least £29,000 (40,800
euros), a lifeline for some players who spend
their careers in the sport’s outposts and on the
breadline. This week’s action saw former world
number eight Jurgen Melzer take on his own
brother Gerald in the opening round. It was 34-
year-old former French Open semi-finalist and
men’s doubles champion Jurgen who came out
on top, 6-1, 6-4.

“It’s the worst feeling,” said Jurgen, after his
47-minute win over his 24-year-old, world num-
ber 169 brother. “My coach was joking about it
(before the draw). I hope it never happens
again.” Melzer senior went out in the next round.
In her fourth decade on tour, 44-year-old Kimiko
Date-Krumm, a semi-finalist in 1996, attempted
to qualify, 26 years after her maiden appearance

at the All England Club. But Date-Krumm’s
return was over on the first day thanks to a first-
round loss to Olga Govortsova of Belarus who
hadn’t even celebrated her first birthday when
the Japanese player first pitched up in London
in 1989.

Maria Sharapova would have been happy to
see Alla Kudryavtseva and Michelle Larcher de
Brito fail to make it through. Russian compatriot
Kudryavtseva knocked the 2004 champion out
of the 2008 edition while Portugal’s Larcher de
Brito, ranked 131 at the time, sent her packing in
2013 in the second round. Kudryavtseva lost to
Zhaoxuan Yang, one of seven Chinese women to
start the qualifying round. One was already
guaranteed a spot in the second round after
Shuai Zhang beat Kai-Ling Zhang.

Britain’s world number 272 Katie Dunne
probably endured the most dramatic qualifying
tournament when she wept on court after fear-
ing a default for accidentally hitting a ball at a
line judge. “I was like: ‘Oh my God.’ I dropped my
racquet. I told the umpire I didn’t mean to and
she said: ‘I know you didn’t but I have to call the
supervisors’,” Dunne told www.wimbledon.com.
“For three minutes we were sitting there waiting
to hear if I could carry on or not.” Thankfully for
Dunne, she was allowed to carry on in her first-
round tie where she defeated Ukrainian
Anhelina Kalinina. However, she was eliminated
in the next round. It was a familiar tale of home
woe for British players in men’s and women’s
qualifying where all 15 who entered failed to
make the main draw.— AFP 

LONDON: American coach Alberto Salazar is
being investigated by the US Anti-Doping
Agency (USADA) to determine if anti-doping
rules may have been violated, a source said. The
agency is seeking documents and interviewing
witnesses, the person, who is familiar with the
investigation, said. The probe has been ongoing
and began before the BBC television program
Panorama in association with American website
ProPublica made a series of allegations, the
source said. The allegations included that Salazar
had given Olympic 10,000 meters silver medalist
Galen Rupp the banned anabolic steroid testos-
terone.  Rupp is the training partner of British
double Olympic champion Mo Farah, who has
not been accused of any wrongdoing. Salazar
issued a lengthy and detailed denial of the alle-
gations on Wednesday. USADA would not com-
ment on whether an investigation was taking
place. “USADA takes all reports of doping serious-
ly and we aggressively follow up on all informa-
tion we receive in order to fulfill our oath to pro-
tect clean athletes and the integrity of competi-
tion,” it said in a statement. The Cuban-born
Salazar, who has worked as a consultant to British
Athletics for two years, wrote in an open letter
published on Wednesday: “I believe in a clean
sport and hard work and so do my athletes.

“I will never permit doping. At no time do we
use science in violation of the WADA Code. We
strictly adhere to competition and anti-doping
rules at all times. “I have not and will not condone
any athlete I train using a banned substance and
would never encourage any athlete to use a
banned substance.” Briton Farah, 32, won the
5,000 and 10,000 meters double at the 2012
London Olympics. American Rupp, 29, took the
silver medal in the 10,000. Rupp, the American

record holder at 10,000 meters and six-times
national champion, plans to defend his title at
the US world championships trials in Eugene,
Oregon, on Thursday. He has denied ever doping.

Internal review
British Athletics said the content of Salazar’s

statement would be referred to their perform-
ance oversight group for consideration in their
ongoing internal review into the relationship
between Salazar and Farah. In his point-by-
point response Salazar criticized the BBC and
ProPublica. However Stephen Engelberg, editor
in chief of ProPublica said: “Mr Salazar’s state-
ment confirms some details of our story, and
purports to contradict other things that were
not actually in the story. “We will soon be detail-
ing this, but can say now that we see nothing in
the statement that would merit a correction.”

The BBC also stood by its claims. A BBC
spokesperson said: “We are confident in our
program and that it was right to air the allega-
tions of the witnesses who appeared on it.”
Among the allegations leveled at Salazar was
that he had coached Rupp and other athletes
on ways to manipulate therapeutic use exemp-
tions (TUEs), in which athletes can use other-
wise banned medications or treatments for
medical reasons. Salazar defended Rupp and
said he had been treated for many years for
asthma and Hashimoto’s disease, a thyroid dis-
order, but under medical supervision. “Galen
takes asthma medication so he can breathe nor-
mally not so he can run better,” he said. Using
statistics to back up his claims, he stated: “I do
not push my athletes to take prescription medi-
cine that is not needed as alleged in the
BBC/ProPublica stories. — Reuters 

Recharged Djokovic to switch back on
LONDON: Defending champion Novak Djokovic’s
preparations for Wimbledon have been laid back
in the extreme. The world number one has not
played a competitive match since a gut-wrench-
ing defeat by Stanislas Wawrinka in the French
Open final at the start of the month, opting out of
the Wimbledon warmup events in what has been
an extended grasscourt swing. Djokovic even
posted a photograph of himself apparently asleep
on one of the All England Club lawns this week
but do not be deceived.

Once the Serb walks on to Centre Court on
Monday to begin his quest for a third Wimbledon
title he will flick the switch and the warrior
instincts are sure to return. Djokovic made it a
mission this year to complete his career grand
slam at Roland Garros and after back-to-back wins
against Rafa Nadal and Andy Murray in the quar-
ter-finals and semi-finals his moment seemed to
have arrived. An inspired Wawrinka slammed the
door shut though. It was a heartbreaking defeat
for Djokovic but a fortnight in the English country
garden setting of the All England Club, with some
expected warm weather too, will provide the per-
fect antedote for any lingering disappointment.

“He was very close to achieving something
that very few players have done ... he probably
needed some time away to rest and relax and get
his head right,” said Wimbledon third seed Andy
Murray. Djokovic’s most likely title rivals, Murray
and 17-times grand slam champion Roger
Federer, have been busy sharpening their grass-
court tools. Murray breezed to a fourth Queen’s
Club title while Federer’s eighth Halle crown in
Germany backed up the belief that, even at 33,
the second seed could win an eighth Wimbledon
crown to move past American Pete Sampras in
the all-time list.

Full volume
‘Murray Mania’ will pump up to full volume

over the next couple of weeks with the in-form
Briton being tipped to win his first slam since
beating Djokovic on Centre Court in 2013. He has
lost eight in a row to Djokovic since then and such
is Djokovic’s reliability that it is likely Murray will
have to solve that conundrum if he is to triumph.

“He has put himself back in the mix,” triple
Wimbledon champion John McEnroe said of the
Scot’s resurgence after a lacklustre 2014. “I think
overall he is 10 to 15 percent better and that is a
significant amount at his level.” Twice champion
Nadal will arrive under the radar. Seeded 10th
after a mediocre year, dethroned French Open
king Nadal won his first grasscourt title for five
years in Stuttgart a few days later and then lost to
Alexandr Dolgopolov at Queen’s but no one will
want to face him. “I think in certain ways it’s not
about the shots, it’s more about what’s inside his
head, how healthy he is,” said McEnroe. 

Last year’s tournament saw Grigor Dimitrov
oust defending champion Murray, Australian
trailblazer Nick Kyrgios hammered Nadal and
Milos Raonic fell to Federer in the semi-finals and
that trio will return with high expectations. The
unpredictable Kyrgios, 20, has the ‘wow’ factor to
shake up the establishment, according to fellow
Aussie Darren Cahill who once coached former
champion Lleyton Hewitt. “There are going to be
highs and lows with Nick because he’s so young
and goes for broke but he clearly l ikes the
biggest stages and that makes him dangerous,”
said Cahill.— Reuters

EUGENE: Alberto Salazar waits for the start of the men’s 10,000 meters at the US
track and field championships in Eugene, Ore. — AP 
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STOKE: Serbia’s Novak Djokovic in action against France’s Richard Gasquet during day three of
The Boodles tennis tournament at Stoke Park, near Stoke Poges, England. — AP 


