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SYDNEY: The Otago Highlanders have received a boost with the news that flyhalf Lima
Sopoaga, who suffered a knee injury at a training camp, is set to take his place in their Super
Rugby semi-final against the New South Wales Waratahs. “He’s fine. He just twisted his knee, it’s a
wee bit of a one off,” coach Jamie Joseph told reporters in Sydney on Friday.  “It was a wee bit of
a scare for everybody, but he’s fine and he’s going to train today.” The 24-year-old, who has also

been named in an extended All Blacks squad,
had initially feared he might have to sit out

Saturday’s match against the defending
champions. “I think his body feels fine today
and, as Jamie said, it was just a bit of a scare

at the time,” added Highlanders co-captain
Ben Smith. “Sometimes you just get a few

things that you think are bad at the time, but
give them a couple of hours and they come right

and I think, for Lima, that was the case for him.”
Sopoaga has provided a spark for the Highlanders this

season, with his game management and tactical aware-
ness growing to the point where All Blacks coach Steve

Hansen said he felt a lot of the success of the side was
down to his performances. —Reuters

Highlanders breathe sigh of 
relief over Sopoaga’s knee

ASSEN: World championship leader Valentino Rossi will start on pole position at
Saturday’s Dutch MotoGP in Assen after recording the fastest time in qualifying yester-
day. The Italian, on a Yamaha, edged out Spanish duo Aleix Espargaro (Suzuki) and
Marc Marquez (Honda). Jorge Lorenzo, who has won four of seven races so far and
trails Rossi by a single point in the overall standings, could only manage eighth on the
grid here. Rossi is bidding this weekend to win at Assen for
the seventh time and break the tie for six victories he cur-
rently holds with legendary Italian compatriot
Giacomo Agostini. He had earlier been the fastest
in practice, beating the lap record set by Dani
Pedrosa on Thursday. In the Moto2 category,
world championship leader Johann Zarco of
France will start from pole ahead of Spain’s
Esteve Rabat and Britain’s Sam Lowes after
beating the lap record set by Marc
Marquez in 2012. In Moto3, Enea
Bastianini of Italy, secured pole on a
Honda. —AFP 

Motorcycling: Rossi on 
pole for Dutch MotoGPKUALA LUMPUR: The United Arab Emirates were rubber-

stamped as hosts for the expanded Asian Cup in 2019 after
signing an official agreement with the Asian Football
Confederation (AFC). The UAE previously held the event in
1996 but they will be the first to host 24 teams, up from the
16 who competed in Australia in January. The change was
made “in order to give teams from AFC’s Member
Associations more international exposure and matches,
and to help them develop football in their country”, an AFC
statement said yesterday. The desert state was unveiled in
March as the next destination for the Asian Cup, and is now
confirmed after Thursday’s signing of an Organizing
Association Agreement. Oil-rich UAE has a tough act to fol-
low after this year’s tournament in Australia set new atten-
dance records and was widely viewed on TV and social
media. The UAE were one of the most exciting teams in the
competition and they finished third after wins against
holders Japan and 2007 champions Iraq. The 2019 edition
will take place just three years before Gulf neighbors Qatar
are due to host the World Cup in 2022. —AFP

UAE rubber-stamped
as the Asian Cup host

Mets blank Brewers, end 7-game losing streak

MILWAUKEE: Jacob deGrom gave up four hits
in eight innings, and the New York Mets beat
the Milwaukee Brewers 2-0 on Thursday to
stop a seven-game losing streak, their longest
since April 2011. Wilmer Flores hit a go-ahead
double off Michael Blazek (4-2) in the sixth for
the Mets (37-37), who avoided falling two
games below .500 for the first time this year.
New York completed a 1-7 trip during which it
was outscored 31-11 and hit .177. DeGrom (8-
5) struck out seven and walked none in the
eighth straight start in which he has given up
two earned runs or fewer. Jeurys Familia
pitched a perfect ninth for his 20th save in 22
chances. New York won for just the fourth
time in its last 22 road games. The Mets are
26-11 at Citi Field but 11-26 away from home.
Mets manager Terry Collins was ejected in the
fourth after Darrell Ceciliani was caught steal-
ing at second.

GIANTS 13, PADRES 8
The San Francisco Giants hit four triples in a

game for the first time in 55 years, including a
pair by Brandon Belt in a win over the San
Diego Padres. Brandon Crawford and Matt
Duffy also tripled for San Francisco, which had
not tripled four times in a game since Sept 15,
1960, when Willie Mays hit three of them and
Eddie Bressoud had one at Philadelphia’s
Connie Mack Stadium. The Giants had not
accomplished the feat at home since Hack
Wilson and Ross Youngs had two triples each
against the Boston Braves at New York’s Polo
Grounds on June 28, 1924, according to
STATS. Chris Heston (8-5), who pitched a no-
hitter at the New York Mets on June 9, won for
the third time in four starts. James Shields (7-
2) allowed seven runs - his most since June
last year - and nine hits in four-plus innings,
his shortest outing this season.

NATIONALS 7, BRAVES 0
Doug Fister allowed four hits over seven

innings in another superb outing by a
Washington starter, and the Nationals defeat-
ed the Atlanta Braves for their sixth straight
win. Washington’s rotation has thrown a fran-
chise-record 41 1/3 consecutive scoreless
innings over its last six games, the longest
streak in the major leagues since Cleveland
starters strung together 44 1/3 shutout
innings in May 2008. Fister (3-3) made his sec-
ond start since a stint on the disabled list
caused by right forearm tightness. He struck
out four and walked one, and Blake Treinen
finished the Nationals’ eighth shutout with a
two-hit ninth. Braves right fielder Nick
Markakis’ streak of 398 games with an error, a
record for non-pitchers, ended when he bob-
bled Denard Span’s first-inning single. Matt
Wisler (1-1) allowed six runs - four earned -
and nine hits in four innings.

ASTROS 4, YANKEES 0
Dallas Keuchel pitched a six-hitter and

struck out a career-high 12 in his second
shutout in less than a month to lead the
Houston Astros past the New York Yankees.
Keuchel (9-3) walked one while topping his
previous best of 11 strikeouts in a shutout
over the White Sox on May 30. Jose Altuve
had three hits and scored three times. Evan
Gattis had an RBI single in the sixth and an RBI
double in the eighth. Adam Warren (5-5)
allowed three runs and five hits in 5 2/3
innings for the Yankees.

WHITE SOX 8, TIGERS 7, 10 innings
Carlos Sanchez hit a three-run triple off

Joba Chamberlain in the 10th inning, and the
Chicago White Sox held on to beat the Detroit

Tigers. With the score 5-all, Chamberlain (0-2)
walked Melky Cabrera with one out, hit Avisail
Garcia with a pitch and then allowed pinch-
hitter J.B. Shuck’s two-out infield single to
shortstop. Sanchez tripled past first baseman
Miguel Cabrera and all the way to the right-
field wall on a 1-2 pitch, putting Chicago
ahead 8-5. David Robertson gave up a two-
run single to Bryan Holaday with one out in
the bottom half, then retired Ian Kinsler on a
flyout and, with runners on first and second,
intentionally walked Miguel Cabrera to load
the bases. Zach Duke (3-2) pitched a scoreless
inning for the win, and Adam Eaton homered
for Chicago. Kinsler and JD Martinez hit two-
run homers for Detroit.

ORIOLES 8, RED SOX 6
Matt Wieters hit a two-run homer during a

six-run fourth inning that carried the
Baltimore Orioles over the Boston Red Sox. JJ
Hardy added a two-run double against rook-
ie left-hander Eduardo Rodriguez (3-2), who
lasted just 3 2-3 innings. Steve Pearce had
three hits for Baltimore, which took two of
three in the series and bounced back after
Wednesday’s loss to beat Boston for the sev-
enth time in eight games. Alejandro De Aza
hit a three-run homer for the Red Sox.
Miguel Gonzalez (6-4), activated before the
game following a stint on the disabled list
with a strained right groin, allowed four runs
and eight hits in five-plus innings.

ATHLETICS 6, RANGERS 3
Sonny Gray won his fifth consecutive start

at Texas, Josh Reddick drove in three runs
and the Oakland Athletics completed a
three-game series sweep of the Rangers.
Gray (9-3) struck out seven and walked one
over six innings, improving to 5-0 with a 0.96

ERA in his five road starts against the
Rangers. Tyler Clippard worked a perfect
ninth for his 13th save in 15 chances for
Oakland, which has won nine of its past 11
games. The Rangers have lost five in a row
for the first time under new manager Jeff
Banister. Keone Kela (4-5) got the first two
outs of the seventh before consecutive sin-
gles and giving way to Sam Freeman, who
failed to retire any of the three batters he
faced. Mitch Moreland had three hits for
Texas, including his ninth homer leading off
the fourth and an RBI single the following
inning.

DODGERS 4, CUBS 0
Jon Lester’s winless streak stretched to

seven starts when he lasted four innings in
his shortest outing in more than three years,
and the Los Angeles Dodgers beat the
Chicago Cubs for a four-game split. Signed to
a $155 million, six-year contract, Lester (4-6)
allowed four runs, four hits and four walks,
while striking out five. He is 0-4 with a 4.43
ERA since beating Pittsburgh on May 16.
Carlos Frias (5-5) combined with four reliev-
ers on an eight-hitter. Jimmy Rollins had two
hits, an RBI and run scored for the NL West-
leading Dodgers, who won the final two
games of the series.

ROCKIES 6, DIAMONDBACKS 4
Troy Tulowitzki started a five-run eighth

inning with his first career pinch-hit home
run, and the Colorado Rockies rallied to beat
the Arizona Diamondbacks. Colorado also
overcame the loss of its starter, Jorge De La
Rosa, because of a small cut on the middle
finger of his left (pitching) hand. The
Diamondbacks scored two runs in the ninth
and had the tying run at the plate when John

Axford struck out Yasmany Tomas for the
final out, notching his 13th save. Justin Miller
(1-0) got the win in relief. Tulowitzki drove a
1-0 pitch from Daniel Hudson (2-3) beyond
the center-field wall into the Rockies’ bullpen
for his eighth homer of the season.

CARDINALS 5, MARLINS 1
Lance Lynn came off the disabled list to

pitch six shutout innings in his first outing
since June 7, and the St Louis Cardinals com-
pleted a three-game sweep. Lynn (5-4), who
had been sidelined with a strained forearm,
allowed only two hits and lowered his ERA to
2.84. Backup infielder Pete Kozma, who came
into the game hitless in his past 21 at-bats,
singled three times, scored twice and drove
in a run for his second RBI this year. The
sweep was the first for the Cardinals in Miami
since Aug. 4-7, 2011. St Louis (48-24) moved
a season-high 24 games above .500, while
Miami (30-44) fell a season-worst 14 games
under .500. Miami’s Adeiny Hechavarria
homered with two outs in the ninth to avert
a shutout. Dan Haren (6-5) allowed four runs
in six-plus innings.

REDS 5, PIRATES 4, 13 innings
Brandon Phillips led off the top of the

13th inning with his fourth homer of the sea-
son to lift the Cincinnati Reds over the
Pittsburgh Pirates. Phillips, who sat out
Wednesday night’s game due to a thumb
injury, jumped on a fastball from Rob Scahill
(2-4), leading the Reds past the Pirates for
the seventh time in nine meetings. Phillips
had three of Cincinnati’s season-high 17 hits.
Todd Frazier added three hits, including a
game-tying homer in the seventh. Pedro
Villarreal (1-2) worked two scoreless innings
for his first major league win. —AP

American League
Eastern Division

W L PCT GB      
Tampa Bay 41 33 .554 -       
NY Yankees 39 34 .534 1.5   
Baltimore 38 34 .528 2       
Toronto 39 35 .527 2       
Boston 32 42 .432 9       

Central Division
Kansas City 41 28 .594 -       
Minnesota 39 33 .542 3.5   
Detroit 37 36 .507 6       
Cleveland 33 38 .465 9       
Chicago White Sox 32 40 .444 10.5  

Western Division
Houston 43 32 .573 -       
LA Angels 37 36 .507 5       
Texas 37 36 .507 5       
Oakland 34 41 .453 9       
Seattle 33 40 .452 9       

National League
Eastern Division

Washington 40 33 .548 -       
NY Mets 37 37 .500 3.5   
Atlanta 35 38 .479 5       
Miami 30 44 .405 10.5  
Philadelphia 26 48 .351 14.5  

Central Division
St. Louis 48 24 .667 -       
Pittsburgh 40 32 .556 8       
Chicago Cubs 39 32 .549 8.5   
Cincinnati 34 37 .479 13.5  
Milwaukee 27 47 .365 22

Western Division
LA Dodgers 41 33 .554 -       
San Francisco 40 34 .541 1       
Arizona 35 37 .486 5       
San Diego 35 40 .467 6.5   
Colorado 32 40 .444 8    

MLB results/standings

Chicago White Sox 8, Detroit 7 (10 Innings); Baltimore 8, Boston 6; Oakland 6, Texas 3; NY Mets
2, Milwaukee 0; LA Dodgers 4, Chicago Cubs 0; Colorado 6, Arizona 4; San Francisco 13, San
Diego 8; Washington 7, Atlanta 0; Cincinnati 5, Pittsburgh 4 (13 innings); St. Louis 5, Miami 1;
Houston 4, NY Yankees 0.

HOUSTON: Houston Astros third baseman Luis Valbuena dives for a base hit by New York Yankees’ Carlos Beltran during the ninth inning of a baseball game on Thursday, June 25, 2015. The Astros won 4-0. —AP

DENVER: Catcher Michael McKenry #8 of the Colorado Rockies collides with third baseman Nolan Arenado #28 after making
a catch in foul territory for the third out of the sixth inning against the Arizona Diamondbacks at Coors Field on June 25,
2015. The Rockies defeated the Diamondbacks 6-4. —AFP 


