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Kuwait’s State Audit
Bureau chief dies

KUWAIT: The State Audit Bureau Chief Abdulaziz Al-
Adsani passed away late Thursday, aged 84. Al-Adsani,
born in 1931, was appointed as SAB chief in February
2009. He had occupied led the Municipal Council and
Kuwait Municipality during the period 1974 to 1984. He
was elected a parliament member in the elections of the
1992 and 1996. —KUNA

Abdulaziz Al-Adsani
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GENEVA: A United Nations envoy will hold
talks in Kuwait and Saudi Arabia in the
coming days on a draft peace proposal for
Yemen with the aim of reaching a “prelimi-
nary agreement” with Houthi fighters, a UN
spokesman said yesterday.

More than 2,800 people have been
killed in Yemen during three months of
air strikes by a Saudi-led coalition, includ-
ing Kuwait, that aims to restore President
Abd-Rabbu Mansour Hadi who is current-
ly l iving in exi le in the Saudi capital
Riyadh. Iranian-backed Houthi fighters
control large areas of Yemen, including

the capital Sanaa.
UN-sponsored talks in Geneva on a

ceasefire between Yemen’s warring parties
broke up a week ago without a deal as the
coalition staged further airstrikes. UN
envoy Ismail Ould Cheikh Ahmed, who led
the Geneva talks, will travel to Kuwait on
Saturday and then spend a week in Riyadh
before moving on to Sanaa for a further
week of consultations, UN spokesman
Ahmad Fawzi told reporters.

“He intends to spend more time in the
two capitals (Riyadh and Sanaa) to discuss
the draft principles paper which was

developed here in Geneva - as he said,
‘until we reach a preliminary agreement’,”
said UN spokesman Ahmad Fawzi.

“As you know, before leaving us here in
Geneva, he said both sides had shown
signs of constructive engagement regard-
ing the possibility of reaching a humanitar-
ian truce and that there was emerging
common ground upon which to build an
eventual ceasefire coupled with the with-
drawal of combattants,” Fawzi told a news
briefing in Geneva. The United Nations has
estimated that more than 21 million peo-
ple, or 80 percent of the Yemeni popula-

tion, are now in need of humanitarian
assistance.

The UN Security Council and UN aid
chief Stephen O’Brien pressed on Thursday
for more aid and commercial access to
Yemen, where a near-total blockade by
Saudi Arabia has slowed shipments to the
Arabian Peninsula country to a trickle.

The World Health Organization (WHO)
said on Friday it would provide essential
medicines for treating non-communicable
diseases such as heart and chronic respira-
tory illnesses for more than one million
people in Yemen for six months.  —Reuters

UN mediator to visit Kuwait,
Riyadh in search of Yemen deal

Ceasefire talks ended without agreement

BRUSSELS: Kuwait’s ambassador to the EU, Belgium and
Luxembourg Dharar Abdul Razzak Razzoqqi has stressed that Kuwait
and the other Gulf Cooperation Council member seek a peaceful set-
tlement to the crisis in Yemen, but some outside interference and the
intransigent position of the Houthi rebels is preventing this to hap-
pen. “We always have stressed a peaceful and political solution not a
military solution,” he told the European Parliament’s Delegation for
relations with the Arab Peninsula during a debate on Yemen
Thursday afternoon.

“We tried to reach a political solution in Geneva but unfortunate-
ly all our efforts have failed due to outside interference and the obsti-
nacy and intransigence of the Houthis and the former president
Abdullah Ali Saleh,” noted the Kuwaiti ambassador. He, however,

stressed that “if there is a threat to peace and security in the Arab
peninsula we cannot allow that. Sometimes the use of force is to tell
the parties that we would like you to reach a political settlement.” He
said that Kuwait and other GCC nations are committed to full finan-
cial and other support to Yemen after the end of the crisis. “We con-
sider Yemen very important strategic country for our national securi-
ty. Its geographical situation is also very important,” he stressed not-
ing that Kuwait, the GCC and other Arab and Islamic countries tried
to help Yemen since a long time. In particular Kuwait established an
agency in the 50s and 60’s to help in the development of Yemen.
Kuwait last year as the chair of the GCC tried to bring a negotiated
peaceful settlement with the UN, and the GCC has presented a full
and detailed initiative to resolve the crisis in Yemen, he stated.

Positive step
Bettian Muscheidt, head of the EU mission to Yemen, debriefed

the meeting on the UN-facilitated talks on Yemen, held from 15-19
June in Geneva. She described it as positive step that consulta-
tions had taken place and that the UN has re-established a promi-

nent role in these negotiations. She said both parties made the
efforts to come and the presence of the UN Secretary General Ban
Ki-moon for two days put personal weight behind the talks. “The
common assessment is that neither of the delegations negotiating
had a lot of room for maneuver, in fact very little. Much more work
needs to be done and the UN special envoy will return to the
region and prepare the next meetings in the frame of shuttle
diplomacy,” said the EU’s top diplomat in Yemen. The failure of the
Geneva meetings was “immensely disappointing” for the civilian
population in Yemen, she said. “It is time for all us to take stock”
said Muscheidt and called on the EP to also reflect on future
strategies on Yemen. She asked what would be the long term
effect on the stability of the region in the Horn of Africa and on

refugee inflows to Europe from the Yemen crisis. 

Human rights
Meanwhile, Razzooqi has strongly defended the human rights

record of Kuwait during a debate in the European Parliament. “We
respect human rights and the fundamentals of human rights. We are
responsible governments. We have obligations in terms of interna-
tional law, human rights laws and humanitarian laws,” he stressed. 

The Kuwaiti ambassador was speaking at a meeting of the
European Parliament’s Delegation for relations with the Arab
Peninsula on the topic of “the human rights situation in the Gulf
countries with a particular focus on the situation of migrant workers,”
held late on Thursday. Razzooqi noted he was Kuwait’s ambassador
in Geneva for 18 years and before that he served in New York and
India, thus he was well aware of human rights issues in the world.
“We respect each and every human being. It is our responsibility and
we will do that,” he said, clarifying that the Gulf region has no migrant
workers, but contractual laborers.

The Kuwaiti envoy proclaimed that foreign workers in the Gulf

We seek political solution to
Yemen crisis: Ambassador
Kuwait reiterates respect of human rights

countries transferred USD 75 billion between 2010-2014 to their
home countries, thus contributing in the development of their own
countries and economies. He informed the EP that Kuwait has peo-
ple from 199 nationalities working in the country. Kuwait has a popu-
lation of around four million, out of which Kuwaitis are only 1.3 mil-
lion. “We face enormous challenges. One needs to understand the
global picture of human rights which is a process,” he added. 

Migrant workers
Alessia Maria Mosca, Vice-Chair of the Delegation, said the issue

of migrant workers and issue of “Kefala” (or sponsorship system) is
receiving great attention and that several Gulf countries are taking
steps to reform their labour system. She noted that Saudi Arabia will
hold local elections in December in which women can participate for
the first time. “There are many other developments and reforms
going on in the GCC countries which I consider as positive and it is
important to take note of them,” said Mosca. 

Rothna Begum, a researcher in Amnesty International, told the
meeting that “we have seen Kuwait passed two laws on Wednesday
on domestic workers. We have yet to see what they say but it looks
like it is a positive measure and with this in place we could be seeing
more labor protection laws coming from other GCC countries.”
“Kuwait is among the few countries which has government shelters
for domestic workers,” she added. 

British MEP Afzal Khan said “it is very encouraging to hear the
good news from Kuwait about the legislation of the workers’ rights.
This shows that they have a thriving democratic process which is
going on and they make some good decisions to improve the quali-
ty of life of the people.” Two representatives from Amnesty
International and one from Human Rights Watch participated in the
meeting and called for the abolition of the Kefala system. —KUNA

BRUSSELS: Dharar Razzoqqi speaks during a meeting with European Parliament’s Delegation for rela-
tions with the Arab Peninsula. —KUNA

Zain launches payment
channel with RIHS

KUWAIT: Zain, the leading telecommunications company in Kuwait,
announced the launch of the direct payment channel “Zain Pay” in
collaboration with the Revival of Islamic Heritage Society (RIHS) and
Boloro, offering customers an easy and unparalleled safe experience
through online donations to charity initiatives. 

With the introduction of the direct payment channel
with RIHS, Zain customers can now perform online donation
transactions through RIHS’s official website via their mobile
phone balance without the need of using their credit cards. 

Zain launched the Direct Payment Channel “Zain Pay” in
Kuwait back in June 2014, and the platform witnessed wide
demand amongst its customers, being a safe and straight-
forward way to pay for online purchases. Today’s announce-
ment comes in collaboration with the Revival of Islamic
Heritage Society and Boloro to provide Zain customers with
an easy and safe way to perform online donations in the
occasion of the Holy Month of Ramadan. 

Prepaid customers can make use of this feature by using
their current available credit, while postpaid customers can
simply recharge their ‘Zain Pay’ balance by using the compa-
ny’s rechargeable cards. 

Zain strives to offer customers the latest services and
mobile solutions in the world of Value Added Services, all
with the aim of surpassing customers’ expectations. The
company will continue leading the market by launching
unprecedented services, products, and solutions in addition
to value added services geared at maintaining its leading
position in Kuwait.

One of the most prominent outcomes of fasting the month of
Ramadan, especially in the summer heat, is the development
and perfection of patience.  Nobody can fast without having a

degree of patience, which is mentioned in the Quran as one of the quali-
ties of someone who will go to Paradise.  For example,  “I (God) have
rewarded them this Day [with Paradise] for what they have endured
patiently; they are indeed the ones that are truly triumphant!” (23:111)

As successfully completing fasting inRamadan requires patience,
so does entrance into Paradise.  In fact, Paradise requires two kinds of
patience: one is proactive and the other reactive.   The proactive type
is striving to adopt a way of life sanctioned by God.  It means making
the effort to learn what God wants from us and then applying it in our
lives.  The Quran, which is God’s final message to mankind, tells us
exactly what God expects from us, and Prophet Muhammad demon-
strated practically its teachings, making it easier to understand.  As it is
a lifelong process of study coupled with conformance to God’s teach-
ings and to the example of Muhammad, it will take determination and
patience.  But the reward is worth the effort, according to the Quran:
“The ones who fulfill the covenant with God and do not break its
solemn pledge to Him, who keep joined all the relations and obliga-
tions that God has commanded to be joined and stand in awe of their
Lord, and fear an evil reckoning, who endure with patience seeking
the countenance of their Lord, who establish the prayer and spend
charitably from what We have provided them, secretly and openly, and
who avert what is evil with what is good... the angels will say, ‘Peace
unto you for that you persevered in patience!  Now how excellent is
the final Home!’” (13:20-24)  Those who repent, believe, do not bear
false witness, pass by vile talk with honor, and heed the verses of God...
“those are the ones who will be rewarded with the highest place in
heaven, because of their patient constancy.”  (25:75) “Those who
believe in the unseen, establish prayer and spend out of what We have
provided for them, and who believe in what has been revealed to you
[Muhammad] and what was revealed before you, and of the Hereafter
they are certain - those are upon guidance from their Lord and it is
those who are the successful” (2:2-5). The patience required for
Paradise needs a level of commitment and effort beyond the everyday
patience of the common man. 

The second kind of patience required for Paradise is reactive, and it

is demonstrated by our reaction to things outside of our control, such
as illness, injury, loss, calamity and all circumstances related to our
physical vulnerability and mortality.  

The Quran guarantees us that “And We will surely test you with
something of fear and hunger and a loss of wealth and lives and crops,
but give good tidings to the patient who, when disaster strikes them,
say, ‘Indeed, we belong to God, and indeed to Him we are returning’”
(2:155-156).  Our reaction in adverse circumstances beyond our con-
trol should be to turn our thoughts to God, who describes Himself as
wise, merciful and caring.  We should not disagree or be dissatisfied
with what He does.  As the Quran reminds us, “He cannot be ques-
tioned as to what He does, while they will be questioned” (21:23).
Instead, we should believe that God allowed such circumstances for
our ultimate benefit.   The Quran reminds us that “perhaps you dislike
something and it is good for you and perhaps you like something and
it is bad for you. And God knows, while you know not” (2:216).  We
must trust in God and His knowledge of the “big picture.”

Both kinds of patience - making the effort to follow to the way of life
God envisions for us, and then truly submitting to God and His manage-
ment of our lives - should have the characteristic of beauty.  The Quran
describes real patience as beautiful.  “Therefore, be patient with beauti-
ful patience” (70:5).  Beautiful patience is one of contentment and
absolute conviction of God’s goodness and care.  In Ramadan, for exam-
ple, patience means being cheerful and productive throughout the
month, and anticipating God’s pleasure, forgiveness and generous
rewards.

The Quran encourages us to be patient:  “Indeed, mankind is in loss,
except those who believe and do righteous deeds, and exhort one anoth-
er to uphold truth and exhort one another to persevere with patience.”
(103:2-3) “Those who show patience and work righteousness - for them is
forgiveness and a great reward” (11:11).  “So persevere in patience, for the
Promise of God is true.” (40:77)  What a greater way to show patience than
Ramadan!

Courtesy of the TIES Center, the social and educational hub for
English-speaking Muslims in Kuwait. For more information,
please call 25231015/6 or e-mail info@tiescenter.net or visit
www.tiescenter.net.
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