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By Abd Al-Rahman Al-Alyan

By Jamie Etheridge

KUWAIT: State Security arrested 18 suspects following
a suicide bombing at a Shiite mosque in Kuwait City
that killed 27 people and 222 wounded during Friday
prayers. After an emergency meeting, the Cabinet
announced today as a national day of mourning follow-
ing yesterday’s attack. The suicide bomber snuck into
the Imam Al-Sadiq Mosque near Kuwait’s famous Al-
Sawaber district in Sharq at the end of the well attend-
ed noon prayer. 

Casualties covered in blood could be seen through-
out the mosque grounds. Video footage obtained by
Kuwait Times shows the alleged suicide bomber enter-
ing the mosque at sujood (at the point where people
are kneeling), a few seconds later the explosion can be

seen ripping through the mosque walls and doorway
and blowing out windows. A government official con-
firmed to Kuwait Times that the attack was a suicide
bombing. Similar attacks also took place in Tunisia and
France close to the same time as the strike in Kuwait,

though no direct link was immediately established. 
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al Ahmed Al Jaber Al Sabah con-

demned the blast and said that the perpetrators of this
criminal act did not take into consideration that it was
being committed in the holiest month in the Islamic
calendar. “The blast was meant to tear asunder the fab-
ric of the well-knitted Kuwaiti society by fomenting sec-

tarian divisions and conflicts,” His Highness said in an
official statement to Kuna, “but that would not happen
as Kuwaitis value their unity and societal solidarity.” 

The Amir said that security authorities were investi-
gating the incident thoroughly and would eventually
catch the criminals behind the blast and bring them to
justice. He also extended his condolences to families of
the dead and injured, wishing speedy recovery for the
injured victims of this heinous act of terror. The Amir
visited the site of the blast shortly after the attack. 

Photos from the mosque show a chaotic scene with
blood-covered bodies. Hundreds of police and emer-
gency response teams at the scene. The Crown Prince
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmed Al-Jaber Al-Sabah visited the
wounded in hospital yesterday. 

Continued on Page 13

Carnage in Kuwait as 
IS hits Shiite mosque
27 killed in suicide bombing • Amir condemns attack • Arrests made

This image provided by Kuwaitna news shows injured people in the immediate after-
math of a deadly blast at a Shiite mosque in Kuwait City yesterday. 

Video screeen grab shows the alleged suicide bomber entering Imam Al-Sadiq mosque in Sharq, in Kuwait City, seconds
before the explosion occurs.

Iwould first like to pay my condolences to the
families who have suffered losses in the hor-
rific attack that took place yesterday in Imam

Al-Sadiq mosque. These are tough times and
may God give you the patience and strength to
deal with this appalling situation. 

I would also like to pay my condolences to
my fellow citizens of Kuwait and urge them to
stay solid and united in front of the evils that
threaten our national unity and security. 

These were cowardly attacks by evil lowlifes
who are attempting to cause a sectarian divi-
sion in our society to pave the way for ISIS, or
as I like to call them the Satanic State, as they
attempt to spread their evil around the region
and the world. These terrorists can only thrive
in a society that is divided with political or sec-
tarian divisions and where law and order has
collapsed as is the situation in Syria and Iraq. 

However, Kuwaitis have responded accord-
ingly as hundreds of Sunnis and Shiites headed
to the Al-Bakir mosque to pray together, to
hospitals and the blood bank to help in any
way possible. Even His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmed Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
showed no regard for his own safety as head of
state and was one of the first people to arrive
at the scene of the explosion to stand by his
fellow citizens. Sunnis and Shiites stood side by
side to pray together in mosques to show unity
and thousands of messages flooded the inter-
net and social media condemning the cowardly
act to show solidarity. 

These attacks are a reminder to us of the
dangers that surround Kuwait and the terrify-
ing reality we face. What we just experienced
was something until now we had only wit-
nessed on TV before yesterday at noon prayers.
It is time for Kuwaitis to be vigilant especially
politicians and lawmakers who represent the
different social and religious segments of
Kuwait’s society. It is time to leave political rifts
and squabbles that could make us vulnerable
to terrorists and time to push our youth to
stand united against radicalism in all its forms.

We are one Kuwait, united and what hap-
pened was an attack on all of us, on our home-
land, our brothers and our future. We must
endeavor to build our future together because
without unity, we will never survive the dan-
gers surrounding us.   

One Kuwait

By Sara Ahmed

Kuwait’s social media flooded with messages of
unity and prayers for the victims of yesterday’s
cowardly suicide attack. Meanwhile hundreds

of people flooded the hospitals and blood bank to
donate blood and called for other donations and
support for the victims of the bombing. 

At Maghreb prayer time, Sunnis and Shiites
came together to pray at mosques including Al
Bakir masjid in a demonstration of faith and unity.
Politicians from across the political spectrum as well
as government officials called for national unity and
social media hashtags like #onekuwait and #pray-
forkuwait demonstrated the widespread antipathy
for the attacks. 

Kuwait’s expatriate community also came out in
support of the country and national unity, with
many expatriates offering blood donations or
spreading messages of love and support and
prayers on social media. Images of Kuwaiti flags, or
the shape of Kuwait with words like “Our Nation is
One Nation. They will not divide us,” with hands
holding each other and Arabic words reading: Shiite,
Sunni, Hadhar, Bedu (Bedouin) were posted and
reposted on Instagram. 

On Twitter, users posted comments including
ones like this from Razan Alsharikh: A Kuwaiti
mosque was bombed today. Not a Shiite mosque.
Not a Sunni mosque...a Muslim mosque, a Kuwaiti
mosque” in a clear show of unity against what has
been perceived as a deliberate attempt by the
Islamic State and its supporters to stir sectarian ten-
sions in Kuwait. 

Kuwait shows
unity  in face

of attacks

KUWAIT: Shiite and Sunni worshippers pray
together during Maghreb prayer at Al-Bakir
mosque yesterday in a show of national unity. 

HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmed Al-Jaber Al-Sabah visited the site of the attack shortly after it
happened.

This Interior Ministry handout photo shows bodies of victims
killed inside Al-Sadiq mosque following the suicide attack.

Kuwaiti men react over a body at the site of a suicide bombing that target-
ed the Shiite Al-Imam Al-Sadiq mosque after it was targeted by a suicide
bombing during Friday prayers yesterday.
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