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By Jamie Etheridge

KUWAIT: State Security arrested 18 suspects following
a suicide bombing at a Shiite mosque in Kuwait City
that killed 27 people and 222 wounded during Friday
prayers. After an emergency meeting, the Cabinet
announced today as a national day of mourning follow-
ing yesterday’s attack. The suicide bomber snuck into
the Imam Al-Sadiq Mosque near Kuwait’s famous Al-
Sawaber district in Sharq at the end of the well attend-
ed noon prayer. 

Casualties covered in blood could be seen through-
out the mosque grounds. Video footage obtained by
Kuwait Times shows the alleged suicide bomber enter-
ing the mosque at sujood (at the point where people
are kneeling), a few seconds later the explosion can be

seen ripping through the mosque walls and doorway
and blowing out windows. A government official con-
firmed to Kuwait Times that the attack was a suicide
bombing. Similar attacks also took place in Tunisia and
France close to the same time as the strike in Kuwait,

though no direct link was immediately established. 
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al Ahmed Al Jaber Al Sabah con-

demned the blast and said that the perpetrators of this
criminal act did not take into consideration that it was
being committed in the holiest month in the Islamic
calendar. “The blast was meant to tear asunder the fab-
ric of the well-knitted Kuwaiti society by fomenting sec-

tarian divisions and conflicts,” His Highness said in an
official statement to Kuna, “but that would not happen
as Kuwaitis value their unity and societal solidarity.” 

The Amir said that security authorities were investi-
gating the incident thoroughly and would eventually
catch the criminals behind the blast and bring them to
justice. He also extended his condolences to families of
the dead and injured, wishing speedy recovery for the
injured victims of this heinous act of terror. The Amir
visited the site of the blast shortly after the attack. 

Photos from the mosque show a chaotic scene with
blood-covered bodies. Hundreds of police and emer-
gency response teams at the scene. The Crown Prince
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmed Al-Jaber Al-Sabah visited the
wounded in hospital yesterday. 

Continued on Page 13

Carnage in Kuwait as 
IS hits Shiite mosque
27 killed in suicide bombing • Amir condemns attack • Arrests made

This image provided by Kuwaitna news shows injured people in the immediate after-
math of a deadly blast at a Shiite mosque in Kuwait City yesterday. 

Video screeen grab shows the alleged suicide bomber entering Imam Al-Sadiq mosque in Sharq, in Kuwait City, seconds
before the explosion occurs.

Iwould first like to pay my condolences to the
families who have suffered losses in the hor-
rific attack that took place yesterday in Imam

Al-Sadiq mosque. These are tough times and
may God give you the patience and strength to
deal with this appalling situation. 

I would also like to pay my condolences to
my fellow citizens of Kuwait and urge them to
stay solid and united in front of the evils that
threaten our national unity and security. 

These were cowardly attacks by evil lowlifes
who are attempting to cause a sectarian divi-
sion in our society to pave the way for ISIS, or
as I like to call them the Satanic State, as they
attempt to spread their evil around the region
and the world. These terrorists can only thrive
in a society that is divided with political or sec-
tarian divisions and where law and order has
collapsed as is the situation in Syria and Iraq. 

However, Kuwaitis have responded accord-
ingly as hundreds of Sunnis and Shiites headed
to the Al-Bakir mosque to pray together, to
hospitals and the blood bank to help in any
way possible. Even His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmed Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
showed no regard for his own safety as head of
state and was one of the first people to arrive
at the scene of the explosion to stand by his
fellow citizens. Sunnis and Shiites stood side by
side to pray together in mosques to show unity
and thousands of messages flooded the inter-
net and social media condemning the cowardly
act to show solidarity. 

These attacks are a reminder to us of the
dangers that surround Kuwait and the terrify-
ing reality we face. What we just experienced
was something until now we had only wit-
nessed on TV before yesterday at noon prayers.
It is time for Kuwaitis to be vigilant especially
politicians and lawmakers who represent the
different social and religious segments of
Kuwait’s society. It is time to leave political rifts
and squabbles that could make us vulnerable
to terrorists and time to push our youth to
stand united against radicalism in all its forms.

We are one Kuwait, united and what hap-
pened was an attack on all of us, on our home-
land, our brothers and our future. We must
endeavor to build our future together because
without unity, we will never survive the dan-
gers surrounding us.   

One Kuwait

By Sara Ahmed

Kuwait’s social media flooded with messages of
unity and prayers for the victims of yesterday’s
cowardly suicide attack. Meanwhile hundreds

of people flooded the hospitals and blood bank to
donate blood and called for other donations and
support for the victims of the bombing. 

At Maghreb prayer time, Sunnis and Shiites
came together to pray at mosques including Al
Bakir masjid in a demonstration of faith and unity.
Politicians from across the political spectrum as well
as government officials called for national unity and
social media hashtags like #onekuwait and #pray-
forkuwait demonstrated the widespread antipathy
for the attacks. 

Kuwait’s expatriate community also came out in
support of the country and national unity, with
many expatriates offering blood donations or
spreading messages of love and support and
prayers on social media. Images of Kuwaiti flags, or
the shape of Kuwait with words like “Our Nation is
One Nation. They will not divide us,” with hands
holding each other and Arabic words reading: Shiite,
Sunni, Hadhar, Bedu (Bedouin) were posted and
reposted on Instagram. 

On Twitter, users posted comments including
ones like this from Razan Alsharikh: A Kuwaiti
mosque was bombed today. Not a Shiite mosque.
Not a Sunni mosque...a Muslim mosque, a Kuwaiti
mosque” in a clear show of unity against what has
been perceived as a deliberate attempt by the
Islamic State and its supporters to stir sectarian ten-
sions in Kuwait. 

Kuwait shows
unity  in face

of attacks

KUWAIT: Shiite and Sunni worshippers pray
together during Maghreb prayer at Al-Bakir
mosque yesterday in a show of national unity. 

HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmed Al-Jaber Al-Sabah visited the site of the attack shortly after it
happened.

This Interior Ministry handout photo shows bodies of victims
killed inside Al-Sadiq mosque following the suicide attack.

Kuwaiti men react over a body at the site of a suicide bombing that target-
ed the Shiite Al-Imam Al-Sadiq mosque after it was targeted by a suicide
bombing during Friday prayers yesterday.

See Pages 2, 3, 4
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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah inspected Imam Al-Sadiq
Mosque in downtown Al-Sawaber area shortly follow-
ing the blast. His Highness the Amir witnessed the
aftermath of the blast that hit the mosque.

Meanwhile, His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah inspected Imam Al-
Sadiq Mosque following the blast, and also visited the
injured in the Amiri Hospital. In a statement to KUNA,
His Highness the Crown Prince called for unity and
awareness among Kuwaitis, strongly denouncing the
cowardly attack on worshippers. “Such terrorist action
is anticipated in light of the situation prevailing in the
region”, Sheikh Nawaf said, pledging to bring the per-
petrators to justice. He thanked security men for their
efforts, noting that tight security measures would pre-
vail everywhere.” 

Cowardly act
The Ministry of Interior has issued a statement yes-

terday condemning the cowardly and criminal act of
causing a horrendous blast at the Imam Al-Sadiq
Mosque in the Al-Sawaber area. The blast took place as
the mosque was thronged with Friday worshippers,
causing 25 dead and 202 injured, the latter being
whisked off to hospitals for treatment, according to ini-
tial reports about the incident, said ministry statement.

The ministry, while it expressed its condolences to
the families of the dead and injured, underscored its
determination to track down the perpetrators of the
blast and bring them to justice as soon as possible.

The ministry asked in its statement that the families
who lost the lives of some of its members check with
ministry officials to implement the process of deliver-
ing the bodies of their loved ones to them. The state-
ment noted that the ministry would reveal pertinent
details of this act of terror, which runs against religious
and human values, as soon as it collected these details.

National unity
His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-

Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah meanwhile said that the
terrorist attack is not at all likely to take toll on “national
unity,” said. The sinful act sought to target Kuwait’s
internal front and national unity, “which are red lines
hard to cross, and we will remain as strong as ever,” His
Highness the Premier said at the scene of the blast.

Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak emphasized full confi-
dence in the Kuwaiti people’s awareness and strong
national sense, to dash the hopes of those who target
national unity or seek to incite sedition.  He also
stressed confidence in security agencies and members.
His Highness the Premier also visited the injured peo-
ple at Amiri Hospital. 

In the meantime, National Assembly Speaker
Marzouq Al-Ghanem stressed that Kuwaitis will van-
quish “black terrorism and a sedition project” targeting
their country. There are mere two choices, either sedi-
tion and terrorist plans manage to divide the Kuwaiti
people taking toll on their unity, or Kuwaitis will win
the decisive confrontation, Ghanem noted. He empha-
sized the strong unity of the Kuwaiti people manifested
yesterday.

Minister of Oil and Minister of State for National
Assembly Affairs Dr. Ali Al-Omair described Friday the
blast at Imam Al-Sadiq Mosque in Kuwait city as a
“heinous” crime. In a statement to reporters following a
meeting of National Assembly, Omair said His Highness
the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
and some MPs highly responded to the incident. “We
will foil all attempts that seek to affect our unity or
incite sedition and divisions among people of the
country,” he said.

Asked about security measures to be taken, Omair
said after this incident, the cabinet’s meeting will dis-
cuss this matter, indicating that the government will
not hesitate to take any decision aiming at achieving
security and safety.

Also, Minister of Information and Minister of State
for Youth Affairs Sheikh Salman Salem Al-Humoud Al-
Sabah strongly condemned Friday’s “terror” bombing
attack. “What happened today is a cowardly terrorist
act that targets Kuwait’s security and stability,” the
Minister said in a statement to KUNA.

He underlined that the security agencies and all
Kuwaiti people are hand in hand to defend the nation-
al unity and spare the chance on those trying to insti-
gate division, harms the state security and stability.

“Kuwait is stronger than those cowards,” he said. He
pointed out that His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah shows Kuwait’s unity in
face of terrorism. Sheikh Salman expressed condolence
and sympathy with relatives of the attack victims. 

Precautionary measures
Minister of Justice and Awqaf and Islamic Affairs

Yaacoub Al-Sane meanwhile said that the blast is a “ter-
rorist and criminal act that threatens our security and
targets our national unity.” Sane told KUNA in the after-
math of the attack that the government will take a mul-
titude of precautionary measures to provide further
protection to places of worship. He also stressed that
Kuwait would always remain an oasis of security and
safety. 

Also yesterday, two major Islamic societies have
condemned the blast. Denouncing the coward act,
chairman of the Society of the Revival of Islamic
Heritage Tareq Al-Essa urged Kuwaiti people to stand
side by side with the state leadership, represented by
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah. Essa also called them to be as cautious
as ever toward “external malicious hands” targeting the
country’s unity. In a similar statement, chairman of the
Social of Reform Society Humoud Al-Roumi con-
demned the criminal act that targeted unity of the
Kuwaiti society. — KUNA

SHOCK AND HORROR
AT Sadiq MOSQUE

Leadership, authorities call for unity, awareness

KUWAIT: A wounded man is lying moments after a deadly explosion claimed by the Islamic State group during Friday prayers at the Imam Sadiq Mosque
in Kuwait City, yesterday. 

A body lies covered following a suicide attack on a Shiite mosque in Kuwait City yesterday. 

Local Kuwaiti businessman Jawad BuKhamseen
tries to help a wounded man talking on his
mobile after a suicide bomber killed 27 people
and wounded more than 200 at Imam Al-Sadiq
mosque in Kuwait City yesterday. 

His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah arrives to visit the injured inside
the Amiri Hospital.

Information Minister Sheikh Salman Al-Humoud Al-Sabah is pictured with crowds gathered outside
the mosque.

Cabinet Affairs Minister Sheikh Mohammad Al-Abdullah condoles victims’ relatives outside the
Amiri Hospital.
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Security forces and officials gather at a Shiite mosque after a deadly blast claimed by the Islamic State group that struck worshippers attending Friday prayers in Kuwait City yesterday.  — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

KUWAIT: A deadly attack on Imam Al-Sadiq Mosque
downtown Kuwait city on Friday killed 25 worshippers
and injured 202 others, drawing condemnations from
Arab, Muslim and European countries.

Arab Parliament President Ahmad Al-Jarwan
strongly condemned the “terrorist explosion” that hit a
mosque in Al-Sawaber area. “These terrorist acts,
which aim at destabilizing security of the Arab world
and masterminded by enemies of Arab and Islamic
nation, will never succeed in undermining unity of the
Kuwaiti and Arab people,” Jarwan said in a statement.

The Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC)
strongly condemned the “terrorist attack” against
Imam Al-Sadiq Mosque. “This terrorist act which tar-
geted worshippers during the blessed day of Friday
and during the holy month of Ramadan cannot be
carried out by a Muslim,” OIC Secretary General Iyad
Madani said in a statement.

“The terrorist group that committed this heinous
act is careless to human being, a moral or faith, and is
offending Islam and Muslims,” he said. Arab League
Secretary General Nabil Al-Araby strongly condemned
the “terrorist attack” against Imam Al-Sadiq Mosque.
Speaking to KUNA, Araby expressed “condemnation in
the strongest terms the suicide attack that targeted
innocent worshippers in the Imam Al-Sadiq Mosque in
the State of Kuwait while performing Friday prayers.”

Heinous crime
The United Arab Emirates (UAE) strongly con-

demned the “heinous terrorist” crime against the
mosque in Al-Sawaber area. Foreign Minister Sheikh
Abdullah bin Zayed Al-Nahyan reaffirmed UAE’s full
solidarity with Kuwait and its people during “this com-
mon ordeal and the fight against terrorism and
extremism.” The attack against places of worship is “an
escalation by extremist groups using religion to justify
their barbaric acts,” Sheikh Abdullah said in a state-
ment, cited by the official WAM news agency. 

Iraq, meanwhile, also condemned the terrorist
attack against worshippers in Imam Al-Sadiq Mosque.
“We condemn this terrorist act ... and affirm that ter-
rorist gangs pose a threat on everybody and countries
in the region and the world,” Prime Minister Haidar Al-
Abadi said in a statement.

Abadi said that “we have repeatedly warned that
none of us will be safe from them (terrorist gangs) and
Iraq has been fighting these gangs and all countries
should help it.” He said the terrorist attack against
Kuwait “underlines importance of collaboration of
efforts of all regional countries to fight this deviated
ideology which tarnishes image of Islam.”

Fight against terrorism
Jordan also condemned the terrorist bombing

against Imam Al-Sadiq Mosque, which killed and

wounded hundreds of people. The Jordanian govern-
ment stands behind the State of Kuwait “in all circum-
stances especially in the fight against terrorism, which
targets the security and safety of its citizens,” Minister
of State for Information and government spokesman
Mohammad Al-Momani said in a statement. 

Egypt meanwhile strongly condemned the terrorist
attack that killed and wounded several innocent peo-
ple. His Highness the Amir received a telephone call
from Egyptian President Abdelfatah Al-Sisi during
which he condemned the blast at Imam Al-Sadiq
Mosque.

Sisi affirmed Egypt’s support to Kuwait in this inci-
dent, expressing condolences to the families of vic-
tims of this “criminal” act. 

Spain also condemned the attack against Imam Al-
Sadiq Mosque. The foreign ministry expressed solidari-
ty with the government of Kuwait, saying it was confi-
dent the Kuwaiti authorities would swiftly capture
those behind the attack to bring them to justice.

Iran strongly denounced the “criminal bombing”
against the mosque in Kuwait. “The terrorist acts ... are
posing a threat to security and stability of people in
the region,” foreign ministry spokesperson Marziya
Afgham said in a statement. Governments in the
region should join hands to confront terrorism and its
financing, she said. 

President of the European Council Donald Tusk

meanwhile expressed his condolences to Kuwait in
addition to France and Tunisia over the terror attacks.

“Let me express our condolences and solidarity to
France, Kuwait and Tunisia which have been the vic-
tims of savage terrorist attacks,” he said in his opening
statement at a press conference after a meeting of EU
leaders.

Qatar Foreign Ministry also condemned the attacks,
saying the criminal act was in violation of all Islamic
values. It expressed in a statement fully solidarity with
all measures taken by the government of Kuwait to
protect its security and stability.

Russia strongly condemned the “terrorist” attack
that killed innocent Muslim worshippers in a mosque
during Friday prayers. The Russian foreign ministry
extended condolences for families of the victims, and
noted that there were no Russian nationalities among
the fatalities. 

Criminal act
Meanwhile, His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-

Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received a telephone call
from Bahraini King Hamad bin Isa Al-Khalifa, during
which he condemned the blast. King Hamad affirmed
the solidarity of Bahrain and its people with the State
of Kuwait and Kuwaitis in this incident. King Hamad
expressed condolences to relatives of the victims of
this “criminal” act. - KUNA

World condemns Kuwait’s
deadly mosque attack

Kuwaiti men with blood-stained clothes and bandages sit on the sidewalk and curbs at the site of the suicide bombing that targeted the
Shiite Al-Imam Al-Sadiq mosque after it was targeted by a suicide bombing during Friday prayers yesterday in Kuwait City. The Islamic
State group-affiliated group in Saudi Arabia, calling itself Najd Province, said militant Abu Suleiman Al-Muwahhid carried out the attack at
the mosque which it claimed was spreading Shiite teachings among Sunni Muslims. 
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By Faten Omar 

KUWAIT: Tears and blood mingled with fear
and anguish at Amiri Hospital yesterday as
scores of wounded including children were
brought to the emergency following the
attack on the Imam Al-Sadiq mosque in
Sharq. Men, women and children wept as
families reunited and doctors and nurses
tried to control the chaos. 

According to one blood-soaked witness
who asked that his name be withheld, he
knew only that a man entered the mosque
during prayers and blew himself up. He
added that the suicide bomber was a young
man. The witness also saw several bodies
covered in blood.

“While we were prostrating, we heard
someone shouting ‘Allah Akbar’ thrice, then
blowing himself up in the back rows of the
mosque. Old men who were sitting on the
chairs at the back were the closest ones, may
Allah forgive them,” said Sheikh Hamed Hadi
Al-Saleh, the imam of the mosque.  

Families, friends and others hoping to
offer donations of blood also came to Amiri
to give their support and find missing rela-
tives. Hundreds of people crowded into the
waiting areas, hugging and crying and speak-
ing with each other. 

His Highness Amir Sheikh Sabah Al
Ahmad Al Jaber Al Sabah visited the site of
the bombing shortly after followed by other
senior government officials including Prime
Minister Sheikh Jaber Mubarak Al Sabah,
Parliament Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanim and
Justice and Islamic Affairs Minister Yacoub Al
Sanea. 

Special forces cordoned off the area sur-
rounding the mosque and ambulances car-
ried the wounded to local hospitals. 

The bloody scene at Amiri hospital 

An injured man is admitted inside the Amiri Hospital.

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah visits an injured man at Amiri Hospital.

MP Dr Faisal Al-Duwaisan speaks to reporters at the site.

MP Khalil Abdullah
Former MPs Nasser Al-Sane and Mubarak Al-Duwailah speak to
reporters.

Health Minister Dr Ali Al-Obaidi

KUWAIT: Kuwait Teachers Society condemned the terrorist act
that targeted innocent worshippers at Imam Al-Sadeq mosque
in Sawaber in a statement yesterday. It stressed that national
unity should be preserved as criminals are trying to break it up.

Meanwhile Kuwait Democratic Forum confirmed the unity of
the Kuwaiti people under these circumstances, and condemned
the heinous crime. He said this act will not spark any clashes
between the society’s groups - rather it will increase national
cohesion and all plans that target the country’s security will fail.

MP Askar Al-Enezi condemned the heinous explosion that
place at Imam Al-Sadeq mosque, saying “this cowardly act will
strengthen our unity in facing the aggressors, and we must
stand behind the political leadership and not give enemies the
opportunity to implement their dirty plan to stir strife among
the people of the country”.

Meanwhile, Deputy Speaker Mubarak Al-Khrainej said this
cowardly act will only increase Kuwaitis’ cohesion, as all Kuwaitis
condemn the act, which will not achieve its goals. MP Dr
Mohammad Al-Huwailah said this terrorist act “contradicts all
ethical and humanitarian values and the teachings of our Islamic
religion and its forgiving principles”. He said such criminal acts
aim at starting a sectarian strife and compromise domestic
peace and security, but “Kuwaitis’ cohesion and unity will foil all
their attempts”.

Meanwhile, the Salaf gathering strongly condemned the
attack and demanded that security authorities continue their
efforts until those behind the act are identified and brought to
justice. The Social Reform Society condemned the act that
resulted in many deaths and injuries. President Humoud Hamad
Al-Roumi said the society feels the pain of such criminal acts
that aim at frightening people and stir strife in Kuwait society.
Roumi asked all to be vigilant and foil the attempts of all those
who target Kuwait and its stability. The society conveyed its con-
dolences to the families of the victims.

The Popular Action Movement expressed its deep sadness
and pain towards the grave tragedy Kuwait has experienced
through the cowardly terrorist act, extended condolences to the
families of the martyrs and wished the injured speedy recovery.
The statement said that we are now in dire need for national
unity so that all Kuwaitis regardless of their affiliations form a
strong barrier against terrorist acts that do not have a religion or
sect.

Societies, MPs condemn terrorist attack

Parliament Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem is pictured at the
scene.

Interior Minister Sheikh Mohammad Al-Khaled Al-Sabah speaks to a reporter at the
site.



What is the name of our Holy Prophet’s (Sallallahu
Alaihi Wa Sallam) uncle who was martyred in the Battle
of Uhud?

Hamza

Othman

Abobaker

Kuwait’s State Audit
Bureau chief dies

KUWAIT: The State Audit Bureau Chief Abdulaziz Al-
Adsani passed away late Thursday, aged 84. Al-Adsani,
born in 1931, was appointed as SAB chief in February
2009. He had occupied led the Municipal Council and
Kuwait Municipality during the period 1974 to 1984. He
was elected a parliament member in the elections of the
1992 and 1996. —KUNA

Abdulaziz Al-Adsani
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GENEVA: A United Nations envoy will hold
talks in Kuwait and Saudi Arabia in the
coming days on a draft peace proposal for
Yemen with the aim of reaching a “prelimi-
nary agreement” with Houthi fighters, a UN
spokesman said yesterday.

More than 2,800 people have been
killed in Yemen during three months of
air strikes by a Saudi-led coalition, includ-
ing Kuwait, that aims to restore President
Abd-Rabbu Mansour Hadi who is current-
ly l iving in exi le in the Saudi capital
Riyadh. Iranian-backed Houthi fighters
control large areas of Yemen, including

the capital Sanaa.
UN-sponsored talks in Geneva on a

ceasefire between Yemen’s warring parties
broke up a week ago without a deal as the
coalition staged further airstrikes. UN
envoy Ismail Ould Cheikh Ahmed, who led
the Geneva talks, will travel to Kuwait on
Saturday and then spend a week in Riyadh
before moving on to Sanaa for a further
week of consultations, UN spokesman
Ahmad Fawzi told reporters.

“He intends to spend more time in the
two capitals (Riyadh and Sanaa) to discuss
the draft principles paper which was

developed here in Geneva - as he said,
‘until we reach a preliminary agreement’,”
said UN spokesman Ahmad Fawzi.

“As you know, before leaving us here in
Geneva, he said both sides had shown
signs of constructive engagement regard-
ing the possibility of reaching a humanitar-
ian truce and that there was emerging
common ground upon which to build an
eventual ceasefire coupled with the with-
drawal of combattants,” Fawzi told a news
briefing in Geneva. The United Nations has
estimated that more than 21 million peo-
ple, or 80 percent of the Yemeni popula-

tion, are now in need of humanitarian
assistance.

The UN Security Council and UN aid
chief Stephen O’Brien pressed on Thursday
for more aid and commercial access to
Yemen, where a near-total blockade by
Saudi Arabia has slowed shipments to the
Arabian Peninsula country to a trickle.

The World Health Organization (WHO)
said on Friday it would provide essential
medicines for treating non-communicable
diseases such as heart and chronic respira-
tory illnesses for more than one million
people in Yemen for six months.  —Reuters

UN mediator to visit Kuwait,
Riyadh in search of Yemen deal

Ceasefire talks ended without agreement

BRUSSELS: Kuwait’s ambassador to the EU, Belgium and
Luxembourg Dharar Abdul Razzak Razzoqqi has stressed that Kuwait
and the other Gulf Cooperation Council member seek a peaceful set-
tlement to the crisis in Yemen, but some outside interference and the
intransigent position of the Houthi rebels is preventing this to hap-
pen. “We always have stressed a peaceful and political solution not a
military solution,” he told the European Parliament’s Delegation for
relations with the Arab Peninsula during a debate on Yemen
Thursday afternoon.

“We tried to reach a political solution in Geneva but unfortunate-
ly all our efforts have failed due to outside interference and the obsti-
nacy and intransigence of the Houthis and the former president
Abdullah Ali Saleh,” noted the Kuwaiti ambassador. He, however,

stressed that “if there is a threat to peace and security in the Arab
peninsula we cannot allow that. Sometimes the use of force is to tell
the parties that we would like you to reach a political settlement.” He
said that Kuwait and other GCC nations are committed to full finan-
cial and other support to Yemen after the end of the crisis. “We con-
sider Yemen very important strategic country for our national securi-
ty. Its geographical situation is also very important,” he stressed not-
ing that Kuwait, the GCC and other Arab and Islamic countries tried
to help Yemen since a long time. In particular Kuwait established an
agency in the 50s and 60’s to help in the development of Yemen.
Kuwait last year as the chair of the GCC tried to bring a negotiated
peaceful settlement with the UN, and the GCC has presented a full
and detailed initiative to resolve the crisis in Yemen, he stated.

Positive step
Bettian Muscheidt, head of the EU mission to Yemen, debriefed

the meeting on the UN-facilitated talks on Yemen, held from 15-19
June in Geneva. She described it as positive step that consulta-
tions had taken place and that the UN has re-established a promi-

nent role in these negotiations. She said both parties made the
efforts to come and the presence of the UN Secretary General Ban
Ki-moon for two days put personal weight behind the talks. “The
common assessment is that neither of the delegations negotiating
had a lot of room for maneuver, in fact very little. Much more work
needs to be done and the UN special envoy will return to the
region and prepare the next meetings in the frame of shuttle
diplomacy,” said the EU’s top diplomat in Yemen. The failure of the
Geneva meetings was “immensely disappointing” for the civilian
population in Yemen, she said. “It is time for all us to take stock”
said Muscheidt and called on the EP to also reflect on future
strategies on Yemen. She asked what would be the long term
effect on the stability of the region in the Horn of Africa and on

refugee inflows to Europe from the Yemen crisis. 

Human rights
Meanwhile, Razzooqi has strongly defended the human rights

record of Kuwait during a debate in the European Parliament. “We
respect human rights and the fundamentals of human rights. We are
responsible governments. We have obligations in terms of interna-
tional law, human rights laws and humanitarian laws,” he stressed. 

The Kuwaiti ambassador was speaking at a meeting of the
European Parliament’s Delegation for relations with the Arab
Peninsula on the topic of “the human rights situation in the Gulf
countries with a particular focus on the situation of migrant workers,”
held late on Thursday. Razzooqi noted he was Kuwait’s ambassador
in Geneva for 18 years and before that he served in New York and
India, thus he was well aware of human rights issues in the world.
“We respect each and every human being. It is our responsibility and
we will do that,” he said, clarifying that the Gulf region has no migrant
workers, but contractual laborers.

The Kuwaiti envoy proclaimed that foreign workers in the Gulf

We seek political solution to
Yemen crisis: Ambassador
Kuwait reiterates respect of human rights

countries transferred USD 75 billion between 2010-2014 to their
home countries, thus contributing in the development of their own
countries and economies. He informed the EP that Kuwait has peo-
ple from 199 nationalities working in the country. Kuwait has a popu-
lation of around four million, out of which Kuwaitis are only 1.3 mil-
lion. “We face enormous challenges. One needs to understand the
global picture of human rights which is a process,” he added. 

Migrant workers
Alessia Maria Mosca, Vice-Chair of the Delegation, said the issue

of migrant workers and issue of “Kefala” (or sponsorship system) is
receiving great attention and that several Gulf countries are taking
steps to reform their labour system. She noted that Saudi Arabia will
hold local elections in December in which women can participate for
the first time. “There are many other developments and reforms
going on in the GCC countries which I consider as positive and it is
important to take note of them,” said Mosca. 

Rothna Begum, a researcher in Amnesty International, told the
meeting that “we have seen Kuwait passed two laws on Wednesday
on domestic workers. We have yet to see what they say but it looks
like it is a positive measure and with this in place we could be seeing
more labor protection laws coming from other GCC countries.”
“Kuwait is among the few countries which has government shelters
for domestic workers,” she added. 

British MEP Afzal Khan said “it is very encouraging to hear the
good news from Kuwait about the legislation of the workers’ rights.
This shows that they have a thriving democratic process which is
going on and they make some good decisions to improve the quali-
ty of life of the people.” Two representatives from Amnesty
International and one from Human Rights Watch participated in the
meeting and called for the abolition of the Kefala system. —KUNA

BRUSSELS: Dharar Razzoqqi speaks during a meeting with European Parliament’s Delegation for rela-
tions with the Arab Peninsula. —KUNA

Zain launches payment
channel with RIHS

KUWAIT: Zain, the leading telecommunications company in Kuwait,
announced the launch of the direct payment channel “Zain Pay” in
collaboration with the Revival of Islamic Heritage Society (RIHS) and
Boloro, offering customers an easy and unparalleled safe experience
through online donations to charity initiatives. 

With the introduction of the direct payment channel
with RIHS, Zain customers can now perform online donation
transactions through RIHS’s official website via their mobile
phone balance without the need of using their credit cards. 

Zain launched the Direct Payment Channel “Zain Pay” in
Kuwait back in June 2014, and the platform witnessed wide
demand amongst its customers, being a safe and straight-
forward way to pay for online purchases. Today’s announce-
ment comes in collaboration with the Revival of Islamic
Heritage Society and Boloro to provide Zain customers with
an easy and safe way to perform online donations in the
occasion of the Holy Month of Ramadan. 

Prepaid customers can make use of this feature by using
their current available credit, while postpaid customers can
simply recharge their ‘Zain Pay’ balance by using the compa-
ny’s rechargeable cards. 

Zain strives to offer customers the latest services and
mobile solutions in the world of Value Added Services, all
with the aim of surpassing customers’ expectations. The
company will continue leading the market by launching
unprecedented services, products, and solutions in addition
to value added services geared at maintaining its leading
position in Kuwait.

One of the most prominent outcomes of fasting the month of
Ramadan, especially in the summer heat, is the development
and perfection of patience.  Nobody can fast without having a

degree of patience, which is mentioned in the Quran as one of the quali-
ties of someone who will go to Paradise.  For example,  “I (God) have
rewarded them this Day [with Paradise] for what they have endured
patiently; they are indeed the ones that are truly triumphant!” (23:111)

As successfully completing fasting inRamadan requires patience,
so does entrance into Paradise.  In fact, Paradise requires two kinds of
patience: one is proactive and the other reactive.   The proactive type
is striving to adopt a way of life sanctioned by God.  It means making
the effort to learn what God wants from us and then applying it in our
lives.  The Quran, which is God’s final message to mankind, tells us
exactly what God expects from us, and Prophet Muhammad demon-
strated practically its teachings, making it easier to understand.  As it is
a lifelong process of study coupled with conformance to God’s teach-
ings and to the example of Muhammad, it will take determination and
patience.  But the reward is worth the effort, according to the Quran:
“The ones who fulfill the covenant with God and do not break its
solemn pledge to Him, who keep joined all the relations and obliga-
tions that God has commanded to be joined and stand in awe of their
Lord, and fear an evil reckoning, who endure with patience seeking
the countenance of their Lord, who establish the prayer and spend
charitably from what We have provided them, secretly and openly, and
who avert what is evil with what is good... the angels will say, ‘Peace
unto you for that you persevered in patience!  Now how excellent is
the final Home!’” (13:20-24)  Those who repent, believe, do not bear
false witness, pass by vile talk with honor, and heed the verses of God...
“those are the ones who will be rewarded with the highest place in
heaven, because of their patient constancy.”  (25:75) “Those who
believe in the unseen, establish prayer and spend out of what We have
provided for them, and who believe in what has been revealed to you
[Muhammad] and what was revealed before you, and of the Hereafter
they are certain - those are upon guidance from their Lord and it is
those who are the successful” (2:2-5). The patience required for
Paradise needs a level of commitment and effort beyond the everyday
patience of the common man. 

The second kind of patience required for Paradise is reactive, and it

is demonstrated by our reaction to things outside of our control, such
as illness, injury, loss, calamity and all circumstances related to our
physical vulnerability and mortality.  

The Quran guarantees us that “And We will surely test you with
something of fear and hunger and a loss of wealth and lives and crops,
but give good tidings to the patient who, when disaster strikes them,
say, ‘Indeed, we belong to God, and indeed to Him we are returning’”
(2:155-156).  Our reaction in adverse circumstances beyond our con-
trol should be to turn our thoughts to God, who describes Himself as
wise, merciful and caring.  We should not disagree or be dissatisfied
with what He does.  As the Quran reminds us, “He cannot be ques-
tioned as to what He does, while they will be questioned” (21:23).
Instead, we should believe that God allowed such circumstances for
our ultimate benefit.   The Quran reminds us that “perhaps you dislike
something and it is good for you and perhaps you like something and
it is bad for you. And God knows, while you know not” (2:216).  We
must trust in God and His knowledge of the “big picture.”

Both kinds of patience - making the effort to follow to the way of life
God envisions for us, and then truly submitting to God and His manage-
ment of our lives - should have the characteristic of beauty.  The Quran
describes real patience as beautiful.  “Therefore, be patient with beauti-
ful patience” (70:5).  Beautiful patience is one of contentment and
absolute conviction of God’s goodness and care.  In Ramadan, for exam-
ple, patience means being cheerful and productive throughout the
month, and anticipating God’s pleasure, forgiveness and generous
rewards.

The Quran encourages us to be patient:  “Indeed, mankind is in loss,
except those who believe and do righteous deeds, and exhort one anoth-
er to uphold truth and exhort one another to persevere with patience.”
(103:2-3) “Those who show patience and work righteousness - for them is
forgiveness and a great reward” (11:11).  “So persevere in patience, for the
Promise of God is true.” (40:77)  What a greater way to show patience than
Ramadan!

Courtesy of the TIES Center, the social and educational hub for
English-speaking Muslims in Kuwait. For more information,
please call 25231015/6 or e-mail info@tiescenter.net or visit
www.tiescenter.net.

Ramadan and Patience
Ramadan karim

By Teresa Lesher
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Executive summary
Kuwait is a constitutional, hereditary emirate ruled by the Al-
Sabah family.  While there is also a democratically elected parlia-
ment, the emir holds ultimate authority.  The 2013 parliamentary
elections were generally free and fair, although some opposition
groups boycotted them.  Authorities maintained effective control
over the security forces. 

Principal human rights problems included limitations on citi-
zens’ ability to change their government; restrictions on freedom
of speech and assembly, especially among foreign workers and
stateless Arabs (called “bidoon”); and trafficking in persons within
the foreign worker population, especially in the domestic and
unskilled service sectors. 

Other human rights problems included reports of security
force members abusing prisoners and protesters, most with no
reported punishment for their actions; arbitrary arrest and extra-
judicial deportation of foreign workers; limitations on freedoms
of press, association, and religion; and restrictions on freedom of
movement for certain groups, including foreign workers and
bidoon.  Women, bidoon, and other noncitizens faced social and
legal discrimination.  Domestic violence against women
remained persistent, particularly against noncitizen domestic
workers.  There were limitations on workers’ rights. 

The government took steps in some cases to prosecute and
punish officials who committed abuses, whether in the security
services or elsewhere in the government.  Impunity was some-
times a problem in corruption cases. 

Section 1. Respect for the Integrity of the 
Person, Including Freedom from: 

a. Arbitrary or Unlawful Deprivation of Life 
There were no reports that the government or its agents com-

mitted arbitrary or unlawful killings. 

b. Disappearance 
There were no reports of politically motivated long-term dis-

appearances. 

c. Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman, or Degrading Treatment
or Punishment 

The constitution and the law prohibit torture and other cruel,
inhuman, or degrading treatment or punishment, but there were
reports some police and members of other security forces
abused detainees.  Police and security force members were more
likely to inflict such abuse on noncitizens, particularly non-Gulf
Arabs and Asians.  Security forces occasionally detained,
harassed, and abused transgender persons. 

Several persons reported being beaten, either by police or
Kuwait State Security (KSS) force members, while stopped at
police checkpoints or while detained.  During one instance on
July 7, a member of Frontline Defenders accused a senior official
at the Ministry of the Interior of beating him at a checkpoint.
Frontline Defenders—an international nongovernmental organi-
zation (NGO) that monitors the rights of human rights activists—
released a statement claiming the arrest of the activist was con-
nected to his human rights advocacy work.  While the activist
was arrested and charged with assaulting the senior official, there
were no reports of investigations or prosecutions of this incident
or many other alleged abuses by security forces. 

Amnesty International criticized the government over the
case of lawyer and human rights activist Sulaiman al-Jassem,
who was monitoring a rally in April 2013 as a member of the
National Committee for Monitoring Violations.  While walking to
his car after the rally, al-Jassem was arrested, allegedly shot with
rubber bullets, and punched in the face and head during the
arrest.  On October 19, al-Jassem was sentenced to one month in
prison for “participating in an illegal gathering” and “failing to
obey police orders to disperse.”  Authorities dismissed the investi-
gation into his allegations of torture by police due to a lack of evi-
dence to identify the police officers, who wore hoods during the
arrest. 

Observers reported instances of rape and sexual abuse during
arrest or detention.  In June the courts sentenced a lance corporal
in the General Traffic Department of the Ministry of Interior to
death by hanging for kidnapping, raping, and attempting to
murder a Filipina woman.  The police officer stopped the taxi in
which the victim was riding and asked for identification papers.
When the victim did not produce a valid residence permit, the
police officer directed her to get into his car, drove her outside of
the city, raped and stabbed her, and left her for dead.  The victim
survived and reached a main road, where she received help from
passersby. 

The government stated in the past that it investigated allega-
tions of abuse and punished some of the offenders, although the
government did not make public all the findings of its investiga-
tions or all punishments it imposed. 

Prison and Detention Center Conditions 
Prison and detention center conditions generally met interna-

tional standards, but the facilities were sometimes overcrowded,
and some detention facilities lacked adequate sanitation, ventila-
tion, and sufficient medical staff.  There were reports security
forces abused prisoners. 

Physical Conditions:  The Central Prison Complex houses the
country’s three prisons:  a men’s prison for those awaiting trial or
convicted of minor offenses; another men’s prison for those con-
victed of more serious crimes; and a women’s prison for those
held before trial, convicted, or awaiting deportation.  There were
approximately 3,200 inmates in the Central Prison.  Cells held four
to six persons, and inmates reportedly lived in moderately over-
crowded conditions, although most overcrowding was at the
women’s prison.  Political prisoners were held in the general
prison population. 

While men and women were held separately, there were no
separate facilities for juveniles, and authorities detained those
awaiting trial in the same facilities as convicted criminals.  In
February a juvenile reported authorities arrested him and kept
him in the same detention cell with adult convicted criminals.
Authorities released the minor after several days; reportedly, he
was unharmed. There was one reported death of a prisoner:  an
Ethiopian woman hanged herself in August. 

Authorities generally maintained control of the prisons.  There
were some reports, however, that security forces abused prison-
ers during questioning.  Prisoners had access to potable water,
adequate food, and medical care.  In November the International
Committee for the Red Cross highlighted the high level of med-
ical services offered to detainees.  Additionally, a nutritionist
supervised meal preparation for prisoners. 

In February members of the National Assembly’s Human
Rights Committee conducted their annual visit to the Central
Prison Complex.  The committee released a list of recommenda-
tions following the visit that included the need to address venti-
lation, establish a drug rehabilitation center inside the prison,
end the practice of housing drug traffickers with drug addicts,
end overcrowding, devise a clear mechanism for emiri pardons,
and make conjugal visits available to inmates. 

The Talha deportation center had a capacity of 1,000.  The
overall detainee population was unknown, although observers
reported some overcrowding at times and poor sanitation, most-

ly the consequence of the age of the facility. 
There were no special accommodations made for persons

with disabilities in the prisons or detention centers. 
Administration:  Recordkeeping on prisoners was adequate.

Authorities used alternatives to sentencing, namely fines, for
some nonviolent offenses.  In May the Ministry of Interior’s
General Traffic Department stopped sending traffic violators to
prison; instead, it issued them tickets and asked them to follow
general legal procedures.  Prior to this decision, authorities
reportedly arrested thousands of persons during periods of strict
enforcement of traffic regulations.  Many of those arrested had to
spend time incarcerated; some were deported without trial.
According to media reports, a security source stated that in the
first eight months of the year, 5,000 of the 15,000 noncitizens
arrested during security crackdowns were deported.
Ombudsmen were not available to respond to complaints on
behalf of prisoners.  Authorities permitted prisoners and
detainees to submit complaints to the prison management and
request an investigation of credible allegations of inhuman con-
ditions.  Prisoners reported some unresponsiveness to routine
requests.  Authorities permitted access to personal visitors and
allowed religious observance without interference. 

Independent Monitoring:  The Ministry of Interior permitted
independent monitoring of prison conditions by some non-
governmental observers and international human rights groups.
Authorities permitted staff from the International Committee of
the Red Cross and UN High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) to
visit the prisons and detention centers.  The government, howev-
er, did not allow representatives of the Kuwait Human Rights
Society or the Kuwait Association for the Basic Evaluation of
Human Rights to visit prisoners.  Both organizations submitted
requests to the Ministry of Interior but did not receive a response. 

d. Arbitrary Arrest or Detention 
The law prohibits arbitrary arrest and detention.  There were

numerous reports, however, that police arbitrarily arrested indi-
viduals, principally as part of sustained action against persons in
the country illegally. 

Role of the Police and Security Apparatus 
Police have sole responsibility for the enforcement of laws not

related to national security, and the KSS oversees national securi-
ty matters; both are under the purview of civilian authorities of
the Ministry of Interior.  The armed forces (land forces, air force,
navy, and coast guard) are responsible for external security and
subordinate to the Ministry of Defense.  The Kuwait National
Guard is a separate entity whose responsibilities include critical
infrastructure protection, support for the Ministries of Interior
Defense, and maintaining national readiness. 

Civilian authorities maintained effective control over all secu-
rity forces.  While the government has effective mechanisms to
investigate and punish abuse and corruption, they did not always
apply them.  There were several allegations of mistreatment of
detainees by KSS members that authorities did not investigate. 

Police were generally effective in carrying out core responsi-
bilities.  There were reports some police stations did not take seri-
ously charges by complainants, especially foreigners, and victims
of rape and domestic violence.  In cases of alleged police abuse,
the district chief investigator examines abuse allegations and
refers cases to the courts for trial.  There was some evidence of
police impunity, particularly in cases where security personnel
used excessive force to disperse participants in unlicensed politi-
cal demonstrations and protests.  In cases of alleged KSS abuse,
there was no information available regarding investigation pro-
cedures or actual investigations. 

In February police arrested brothers Abdulhakim and Abdul
Nasser al-Fadhli.  KSS members allegedly beat them while in cus-
tody at their headquarters.  The brothers reported the abuse to
the investigating prosecutor, but they did not receive a medical
examination; there was no investigation into the alleged beat-
ings.  Authorities then remanded Abdulhakim into the custody of
the persons he reported had beaten him for several more days
before transferring him to the central prison. 

According to the government, during the first nine months of
2013, individuals filed 500 complaints against Ministry of Interior
staff; however, this number was not specific to police. 

Media reported sexual assaults by police officers throughout
the year, usually against nonnational women.  Security forces
sometimes failed to respond effectively to societal violence
between family members or against domestic workers, especially
if the victims were nonnationals. 

Arrest Procedures and Treatment of Detainees 
A police officer generally must obtain an arrest warrant from a

state prosecutor or a judge before making an arrest, except in
cases of hot pursuit, observing the commission of a crime, and
certain other exceptions.  There were numerous reports of police
arresting and detaining foreign nationals without a warrant, pri-
marily as part of the government’s action against unlawful resi-
dents.  The courts usually do not accept cases without warrants
issued prior to arrests.  Authorities generally informed detainees
promptly of the charges against them and allowed access to their
lawyers and family members. 

In compliance with the penal code, police may hold a sus-
pected criminal at a police station without charge for as long as
four days, with an extension of up to three weeks for cause, dur-
ing which time authorities may prevent lawyers and family mem-
bers from visiting.  During this time lawyers are permitted to
attend legal proceedings but are not allowed to have direct con-
tact with their clients.  The law provides the detained person the
right to a prompt judicial determination about the detention’s
legality, but this right was not always enforced.  If authorities file
charges, a prosecutor may remand a suspect to detention for an
additional 10 days.  Prosecutors also may obtain court orders for
further detention pending trial.  In one instance authorities
arrested a bidoon man and extended his detention six times.
There is a functioning bail system for defendants awaiting trial.
The bar association provides lawyers for indigent defendants; in
these cases defendants do not have the option of choosing
which lawyer is assigned to them. 

The courts do not address misdemeanor charges; instead, the
Ministry of Interior adjudicates them.  The government held
noncitizens arrested for traffic and other low-level offenses in
predeportation detention without judicial review and frequently
did not permit them to contact their embassies, families, or an
attorney.  The arrest of traffic violators ceased in May (see 1.c.,
Prison and Detention Center Conditions).  Prior to April senior
police officers or assistant undersecretaries at the Ministry of
Interior could sign administrative deportation orders, but now
the undersecretary is responsible for signing all deportation
orders. 

Arbitrary Arrest:  The law prohibits arbitrary arrest and deten-
tion, and the government observed these prohibitions for citi-
zens.  Noncitizens generally benefitted from such protections,
but during police raids there were widespread reports that police
arbitrarily arrested nonnationals, including some who possessed
valid residency permits and visas but claimed to be bystanders. 

Pretrial Detention:  Arbitrary lengthy detention before trial
was a problem, and in 2013 more than 10 percent of the prison
population consisted of pretrial detainees.  Authorities held some

detainees beyond the maximum detention period of six months.
Excessive detention in the deportation center, where there are no
maximum time limits on detention prior to deportation, was also
a problem, particularly when the detainee owed money to a citi-
zen or was a citizen from a country without diplomatic represen-
tation in Kuwait to facilitate exit documents. 

According to the media, in October detainees awaiting
deportation began staging protests involving hunger strikes and
cutting their arms to protest the length of time they were held in
the Talha deportation center awaiting repatriation.  In November
the media reported that 40 detainees at a police station went on
a hunger strike in protest of their prolonged detention.  The
detainees had reportedly been in small holding cells for more
than one month awaiting deportation.  The deportation center
reportedly refused to receive them on the basis of the unavail-
ability of tickets on local airlines to fly them home. 

Amnesty:  While there were no known amnesties during the
year, the emir can pardon individuals.  Throughout the year he
pardoned 188 convicted criminals, commuted the sentences of
340 individuals, cancelled the deportation of 114 nonnationals,
and cancelled fines for 223 persons. 

e. Denial of Fair Public Trial 
The law and the constitution provide for an independent judi-

ciary, and the government generally respected judicial independ-
ence.  Although the law and constitution provide for an inde-
pendent judiciary, the emir appoints all judges; the renewal of
judicial appointments is subject to executive approval.  Judges
who are citizens have lifetime appointments; judges who were
noncitizens hold one- to three-year renewable contracts.  The
Ministry of Justice may remove judges for cause.  Foreign resi-
dents involved in legal disputes with citizens frequently claimed
the courts showed bias in favor of citizens.  While no legal provi-
sions prohibit women from appointment as judges and public
prosecutors, the only path to those positions is through work in
the prosecutor’s office.  The office began accepting women for
entry-level positions in 2013.  On November 22, the first group of
women completed their initial training and became public prose-
cutors. 

Under the law questions of status, immigration, and citizen-
ship are not subject to judicial review, so foreigners arrested for
unlawful residency, or those whose lawful residency is canceled
due to an arrest, have no access to the courts.  They are instead
subjected to administrative deportation, unless they faced felony
charges for separate offenses. 

Trial Procedures 
The constitution provides for the presumption of innocence

and the right to a legal trial for the accused with the right to a
defense.  The judiciary is not independent of the executive in the
case of noncitizen judges, due to their reappointments requiring
approval by the emir.  The law expressly forbids physical and
psychological abuse of the accused.  Under the law defendants
also enjoy the right to prompt, detailed, information on charges
against them with free interpretation, as necessary.  Criminal tri-
als are public unless a court or the government decides “mainte-
nance of public order” or the “preservation of public morals”
necessitates closed proceedings.  There is no trial by jury.  The
bar association is obligated upon court request to appoint an
attorney without charge for indigent defendants in civil, com-
mercial, and criminal cases, and defendants used these services.
Defendants have the right to adequate time and facilities to pre-
pare a defense.  Defendants and their attorneys generally had
access to government-held evidence relevant to their cases, but
the general public did not have access to most court docu-
ments. 

Defendants have the right to confront their accusers, con-
front witnesses against them, and present their own witnesses,
although authorities did not always allow defendants this
opportunity.  Defendants cannot be compelled to testify or con-
fess guilt.  Defendants have the right to appeal verdicts to a
higher court, and many persons exercised this right. 

There were reports of low-income, foreign-citizen laborers
and domestic workers who were unable to afford legal counsel
pursuing cases against their employer or sponsor.  If they had no
legal representation, the public prosecutor sometimes tried the
case with little or no involvement by the workers or their fami-
lies.  When workers received third-party assistance to bring a
case, the cases were often resolved when the employer paid a
monetary settlement to avoid a trial. 

There were reports that the courts denied bidoon activists
some legal rights.  In one case police barred a bidoon activist’s
attorney from entering the courtroom until well into the court
proceedings. 

Political Prisoners and Detainees 
There were several instances of persons detained for their

political beliefs, although the government officially arrested
them on charges such as participation in unlicensed demonstra-
tions or insulting the judiciary.  Most of those arrested were
either bidoon advocating for human rights or opposition politi-
cal figures alleging government corruption.  While authorities
arrested and released some individuals after a few days, they
held others for weeks or months pending trial.  The extended
detention was often the case with bidoon activists, who also
regularly reported abuse by police or the KSS. 

Civil Judicial Procedures and Remedies 
The law provides for an independent and impartial judiciary

in civil matters regarding human rights violations, but rulings
occasionally were not enforced for varied reasons, including the
influence of involved parties or concern for possible political
repercussion.  Authorities also occasionally used administrative
punishments in civil matters, such as revoking citizenship, insti-
tuting travel bans, and deportations. 

f. Arbitrary Interference with Privacy, Family, Home, or
Correspondence 

The constitution and the law prohibit such actions, and the
government generally respected these rights.  There were reports
early in the year, however, of police entering the homes of
bidoon activists and threatening family members if the activists
were not made available for questioning.  Security forces regular-
ly monitored publicly available social media and sought informa-
tion about owners of accounts, although foreign-owned social
media companies denied most requests for information. 

The constitution seeks to preserve the integrity of the family.
The law forbids marriage between Muslim women and non-
Muslim men and requires male citizens serving in the police or
military to obtain government approval to marry nonnationals.
Nevertheless, the government offered only nonbinding advice
on such matters and did not prevent any such marriages.  A
source in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs reported that diplomats
were not allowed to marry noncitizens without the diplomat
being asked to resign. 

The government may deny a citizenship application by a
bidoon resident based on security or criminal violations commit-
ted by the individual’s family members.  Additionally, if a person
loses citizenship, all family members who are derivatives of that
person also lose citizenship and all associated rights. 

Section 2. Respect for Civil Liberties, Including: 
a. Freedom of Speech and Press 
The constitution provides for freedom of speech and press

“in accordance with the conditions and procedures specified
by law.”  The government sometimes did not respect these
rights by issuing gag orders, temporarily or permanently shut-
ting media outlets, and convicting persons for expressing their
opinions, particularly those published on social media. 

The passage of the telecommunications law 37/2014 in May
established the Commission for Mass Communications and
Information Technology (CMCIT) as an independent body
under the communications minister with broad discretionary
powers to grant or rescind licenses to companies that provide
internet, cable, satellite, land, and wireless communications.
The new law also imposes penalties on persons who created or
sent “immoral” messages and gave unspecified authorities the
power to suspend communication services on national securi-
ty grounds. 

Freedom of Speech:  The government restricted freedom of
speech, particularly in instances purportedly related to nation-
al security.  The law also specifically prohibits material insulting
Islam, the emir, the constitution, or the neutrality of the courts
or Public Prosecutor’s Office.  The law mandates jail terms for
anyone who “defames religion,” and any Muslim citizen or resi-
dent may file criminal charges against a person the com-
plainant believes has defamed Islam.  Any citizen may file
charges against anyone the citizen believes defamed the rul-
ing family or harmed public morals. 

The courts convicted dozens of persons for insulting the
emir, judiciary, or religion on their social media sites.  Several
cases involved questioning authorities’ competency, decisions,
or honesty, and resulted in jail terms of up to 10 years.  In July
the court sentenced Hamad al-Naqi to 10 years in prison for
insulting religion and Gulf rulers. 

In October a court found 13 persons guilty of insulting the
emir by repeating a speech given in 2012 by a prominent
opposition politician.  Each received a two-year suspended
prison sentence.  The politician in question was convicted in
2013 of insulting the emir during the speech; authorities sub-
sequently overturned that sentence and ordered a retrial.  The
retrial continued at year’s end. 

Press Freedoms: All print media were privately owned,
although their independence was limited.  They exhibited
diversity of opinion, but most self-censored to avoid criminal
charges or fines or to keep their licenses.  Restrictions on free-
dom of speech also applied to the press.  Discussions of specif-
ic social topics, such as the role of women in society and sexual
problems, sometimes were self-censored.  The law allows for
large fines and up to 10 years in prison for persons who use
any means (including media) to subvert the emiri system of
government.  The Ministry of Commerce and Industry may ban
any media organization at the request of the Ministry of
Information.  Newspaper publishers must obtain an operating
license from the Ministry of Information. 

Broadcast media are a mix of government and privately
owned stations, subject to the same laws as print media.  In
July the government revoked the licenses of pro-opposition
media outlets Al Yawm television and the Alam Al Yawm news-
paper.  The government cited the citizenship revocation of one
of its owners as the reason for the closings.  The media outlets
appealed the decisions, but the courts had taken no action by
year’s end.  The country also declined in press freedom evalua-
tions compiled by international human rights agencies.  Those
evaluations reflected the tougher measures taken with the
media, including the adoption of a law that allows the authori-
ties to fine journalists up to 300,000 dinars ($1.065 million) for
criticizing the emir or crown prince or misrepresenting what
they said.  It imposes sentences of up to 10 years in prison for
those convicted of violating the law. 

Before the annual international book fair held in November,
the Ministry of Information requires publishers to submit a list
of books they may offer at the event.  The ministry returns the
list with “suggestions” of titles they should not bring.  These
new “suggestions” were added to the thousands of titles
already banned.  One of the books not allowed at the book fair
was author Dala al-Mufti’s Smell of Tango.  Al-Mufti protested
the ban against her book, which she believed dealt with legiti-
mate social problems in Kuwait, including women’s issues and
freedoms.  Another book not allowed was Salalem al-Nahar by
Kuwaiti writer Fawzia al-Salem, which discussed the bidoon in
Kuwait and portrayed them as having political strength. 

Violence and Harassment:  The government sometimes
harassed and prosecuted journalists for their reporting.  In July
social media reported that police summoned 21 journalists
from the now-closed Al Yawm television channel and the Alam
Al Yawm newspaper.  Security officials reportedly threatened
foreign journalists with deportation if they did not resign from
these media outlets.  Member of Parliament (MP) Abdullah al-
Turaiji wrote a letter to the minister of interior calling the “with-
holding of passports of workers in the Al-Yawm media outlets
by the General Investigation Unit unlawful, arbitrary, and ille-
gal.”  Noncitizen employees whose residency the newspaper or
television station sponsored lost their residency status when
the media outlets closed.  Such action forced foreign-citizen
employees to find other employment and sponsorship, leave
the country, or remain in the country illegally. 

Censorship or Content Restrictions:  The Ministry of
Information censored all books, commercial films, periodicals,
videotapes, CDs, DVDs, and other imported materials deemed
illegal per the guidelines enumerated for speech and press.
Authorities censored most English-language educational
materials that mentioned the Holocaust and required educa-
tion material to refer to the State of Israel as “Occupied
Palestine” or remove such references, although authorities did
not censor these topics in the news media.  Widely available
satellite dishes and virtual private networks allowed unfiltered
media access. 

In April the Public Prosecutor’s Office (PPO) issued a gag
order on all media coverage of recordings alleging a ruling
family scandal.  Later that month the PPO closed two newspa-
pers, al-Watan and Alam al-Yawm, for two weeks for continuing
to cover the issue.  Citizens and rights groups, such as Amnesty
International and Human Rights Watch, issued statements con-
demning the gag order and media closures as violations of
freedom of expression. 

Libel Laws/National Security:  Throughout the year the gov-
ernment restricted media freedom based on libel laws and
national security grounds. 

The law forbids publication or transmission of any informa-
tion deemed subversive to the constitutional system on
national security grounds.  In June the government deported
Egyptian imam Sayed Faraj Abu Halima and his family for the
imam’s criticism of the Egyptian elections during his Friday ser-
mon.  In another case authorities arrested five Syrians who
raised the Syrian revolutionary flag during a wedding ceremo-
ny.  The government deported the Syrians, although it did not
forcibly return them to Syria but gave them the choice of
returning to Syria or going to Turkey, Jordan, or Lebanon. 
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SAINT-QUENTIN-FALLAVIER: A photo taken yesterday shows a view of the Parc d’Activites de Chesnes industrial area  in central eastern France, after a suspected Islamist assault on the nearby Air Products gas factory. — AFP 

One decapitated in France ‘terrorist’ attack 
Islamist pins severed head on gate 

SAINT-QUENTIN-FALLAVIER: A suspected Islamist launched a
daylight raid on an industrial gas factory in France yesterday,
pinning a severed head to the gates in what President Francois
Hollande called a “terrorist” attack.  The grisly attack near France’s
second city of Lyon came on an especially bloody day world-
wide, with at least 27 gunned down at a beach resort in Tunisia
and 25 killed in a suicide bombing in Kuwait claimed by Islamic
State extremists.

“The intent was without doubt to cause an explosion. It was a
terrorist attack,” said Francois Hollande in Brussels, cutting short
an EU summit to chair emergency meetings in the French capi-
tal. Hollande said a vehicle driven at high speed by “one person,
maybe accompanied by another” smashed into the factory,
about 40 kilometers from Lyon.

“At the time I am speaking, there is one dead and two
injured,” said a grim-faced Hollande, calling for “solidarity” for the
victim, who was found with Arabic inscriptions on him. It is
thought to be the first instance in France of a beheading during
an attack-which has become a trademark of the Islamic State
group in Iraq and Syria. And the gruesome killing came nearly
six months after the Islamist attacks in and around Paris that left

17 people dead and started with a shooting at satirical maga-
zine Charlie Hebdo.

‘Lone wolf’ attacks 
The 35-year-old attacker, identified as Yassin Salhi, had been

known to security services for a number of years but did not
have a criminal record, Interior Minister Bernard Cazeneuve said.
The minister said a local firefighter who rushed to the scene of
the attack had overpowered the suspect, praising him for his
“courage and ... cool head”.  Salhi and his wife have been taken
into custody and an anti-terrorist probe has been launched,
Cazeneuve said.

At least one other person is also being questioned as part of
the investigation but there is no formal link with the attack, said
sources close to the probe. The victim, who ran a delivery com-
pany, was Salhi’s boss.  A woman identified as Salhi’s wife told
French radio: “On the news they are saying that it’s a terrorist
attack, but that’s impossible. I know him, he’s my husband. We
have a normal family life.” 

For months, Europe has been on high-alert for so-called “lone
wolf” attacks that are very difficult to prevent after Islamic State

fighters urged supporters to carry out assaults wherever they
could.  At the scene of yesterday’s attack, Islamist flags were
found and are being analysed, said Cazeneuve. 

“There was a decapitated body with inscriptions,” said
Hollande, although sources close to the enquiry said it was not
clear whether the victim was transported to the site or whether
the beheading was carried out at the factory.  The suspect
smashed into the factory owned by American group Air
Products, hurting at least two people, Hollande said.  Authorities
said it was unclear whether the attacker was acting alone, or had
accomplices-”that’s now the question,” he added.

‘Islamist terrorism’ 
Security services drew up a file on the suspect in 2006 for

radicalization, said Cazeneuve, who went immediately to the
scene.  He had a “link” to the Salafist movement, an extreme
form of Sunni Islam, Cazeneuve added, stressing that the investi-
gation was in its early stages.  The attack, which occurred around
10:00 am local time in the town of Saint-Quentin-Fallavier,
shocked local residents.  “This is a small town and a large indus-
trial zone. There’s never been any concern in the region. We’re all

surprised,” an employee at a nearby business told rolling news
channel BMFTV.

Prime Minister Manuel Valls, who is on an official trip in South
America, ordered security measures to be stepped up at all sen-
sitive sites in the area.  “Islamist terrorism has hit France again,”
Valls told reporters in Bogota.  France has been on high alert
since January 7 when two Islamist brothers attacked Charlie
Hebdo, killing 12. A policewoman and four hostages in a Jewish
supermarket were also killed during the three-day attacks.  The
January attacks drew nearly four million people, including
dozens of world leaders, onto the streets of France in an historic
“march against terrorism”. World leaders reacted swiftly to the
news with Spanish Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy saying that
“barbarism will always be confronted by unity among democ-
rats.” German Foreign Minister Frank-Walter Steinmeier said his
country stands united with France against “terror’s blind hate”
and in defense of “free society”. France has a high proportion of
people that have gone to fight alongside Islamists in Iraq and
Syria and the biggest Muslim population in Europe. Earlier this
week, the country passed a controversial new spying law granti-
ng sweeping powers to snoop on citizens. — AFP 

BEIRUT: The Islamic State group killed 146 civilians in its offensive
on the Kurdish town of Kobane, in what a monitor said yesterday
was one of the jihadists’ “worst massacres” in Syria. The killing
spree, which took place mostly inside Kobane itself, was widely
seen as vengeance for a series of defeats inflicted on the jihadists
by Kurdish militia in recent weeks.

At least 120 civilians were killed in a 24-hour rampage on
Kobane, and another 26 were executed in a nearby village, the
Syrian Observatory for Human Rights said.  The assault began on
Thursday when three IS suicide bombers blew up vehicles at the
entrances to the town, which has become a symbol of Kurdish
resistance. Women and children were among civilians whose bod-
ies were found in their homes and in the streets, the Observatory
said. “According to medical sources and Kobane residents, 120
civilians were executed by IS in their homes or killed by the
group’s rockets or snipers,” Observatory director Rami Abdel
Rahman told AFP. “When they entered the town, the jihadists took
up positions in buildings at the southeast and southwest
entrances, firing at everything that moved.” Local journalist
Mostafa Ali said there was no military dimension to the assault. “IS
doesn’t want to take over the town. They just came to kill the
highest number of civilians in the ugliest ways possible,” he told
AFP. “Every family in Kobane lost a family member on Thursday,”
Kurdish activist Arin Shekhmos said. 

‘Human shields’ in Kobane 
The jihadists entered Kobane at dawn on Thursday disguised

as Kurdish People’s Protection Units (YPG) fighters, said Ali. They
took up positions in buildings in the south of the town, using civil-
ians as “human shields”. 

“There are at least 70 civilians in these various neighborhoods
that have been taken hostage by IS,” Ali added. “The YPG has sent
reinforcements and have encircled the buildings, but the situation
is difficult. The YPG doesn’t want to hurt the women and children
there.” More than 1,000 fleeing civilians waited on the Syrian side
of the frontier with Turkey yesterday, carefully watched by Turkish
troops and police on the other side.

Relatives who had made it to the Turkish side cried in despair,

an AFP photographer reported. Kobane was the scene of one of
IS’s most dramatic defeats in January when it was ousted by
Kurdish militia backed by US-led air strikes after four months of
heavy fighting. Kurdish fighters have gone on to seize Tal Abyad,
another border town farther east, in a heavy blow to the jihadists’
supply lines.

Yesterday, the Turkish military ordered the dishonorable dis-
charge of a soldier IS briefly abducted in January, Hurriyet news-
paper reported. Ozgur Ors was dismissed for “failure to resist ISIS,
being an instrument for the organization’s propaganda in the
media and harming the reputation of the Turkish Armed Forces,” it
reported.  Full details of his case have been kept under wraps. 

Civilians flee Hasakeh 
IS has hit back against Kurdish victories with an offensive

against Hasakeh in the northeast, capital of the mainly Kurdish
province of the same name. Abdel Rahman said IS had seized two
neighborhoods in the city’s south as government forces, who
jointly controlled the city with Kurdish militia, carried out air
strikes. At least 20 jihadists and 30 pro-government fighters were
killed when IS captured southern parts of Hasakeh. On Thursday,
the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA)
said the clashes had displaced an estimated 60,000 people.
Roughly 50,000 were displaced within Hasakeh, while another
10,000 had fled north towards Amuda.

Shekhmos, the activist, said civilians from southern neighbor-
hoods had fled to Kurdish-controlled parts of the city, but that the
YPG was not yet involved in the fighting. The jihadists previously
advanced to the southern edge of Hasakeh in May but were
pushed back by government forces.

In southern Syria, a rebel alliance pressed an assault on the city
and provincial capital of Daraa which it began on Thursday, with
some 40 people reported killed. President Bashar Al-Assad’s
regime has already lost two provincial capitals in the four-year-old
civil war: IS-held Raqa in the Euphrates valley and Idlib in the
northwest, which is held by a rebel alliance including Al-Qaeda. At
least 230,000 people have been killed since Syria’s conflict erupted
in 2011.  — AFP 

IS kills 146 civilians
in Kobane assault 

SURUC: Vehicles of the Turkish army move on a dirt road as the city of Kobane is pictured in the background. — AFP
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MOGADISHU: Dozens of soldiers were killed yes-
terday when Somalia’s Shebab insurgents overran
an African Union base, witnesses said, describing
intense fighting which left corpses strewn around.
“The fighting was the heaviest ever around this
area, the Shebab fighters took full control of the
base and k i l led many soldiers,” said Al inur
Mohamed, a local elder in Lego village, 100 kilo-
meters northwest of the capital Mogadishu.

Witnesses said they had seen as many as 50
bodies but the reports were impossible to inde-
pendently confirm. Some bodies were reportedly
beheaded. The military outpost was manned by
around 100 Burundian soldiers who are part of
the 22,000 strong Afr ican Union Mission in
Somalia (AMISOM). Residents said the dawn raid
started when a suicide bomber drove a car loaded
with explosives into the entrance of the base,
before dozens of militants armed with machine

guns and rocket propelled grenades began their
assault.

Ahmed Bulle, another elder, said the toll could
be higher still as many bodies were strewn around
the base. He said the militants had also looted the
base, carting away weapons, ammunition and
vehicles. “The Shebab militants took control of the
area completely-the death toll could be more
than 50. There are many dead bodies most of
them in military uniforms,” Bulle said.

Islamist flag hoisted over base 
A Shebab spokesman said the militants had

taken control of the base killing “dozens” and had
raised their flag and seized weapons. “The Black
Islamic flag is flying over the main base of AMI-
SOM in Lego this morning and the dead bodies of
the enemy are scattered around the area, the
mujahedeen fighters have taken all their military

supplies,” Mohamed Abu-Yahya, a Shebab com-
mander said.

A spokesman AMISOM confirmed that an
attack and gun battle had taken place but could
not provide any casualty figures. “This morning
there was an attack on our camp at Lego,” said
Lieutenant Colonel Paul Njuguna, adding that
fighting continued for hours with reinforcements
sent to the base,  located on the main road
between Mogadishu and the western regional
capital of Baidoa.

Shebab spokesman Sheikh Ali Mohamud Rage
praised the attack. “Today is a happy day for the
Muslim nation, the mujahedeen fighters have
managed to storm a base stationed by apostates
and the African Christians who invaded our coun-
try, especially those from Burundi,” he said. If the
death toll is confirmed yesterday’s attack would
be one of the deadliest single incidents since AMI-

SOM soldiers arrived in Somalia eight years ago.
In 2011, as many as 70 Burundian soldiers died

in battle in Mogadishu. AU envoy to Somalia
Maman Sidikou condemned the attack and said
he “regrets the losses recorded and registers his
solidarity with the government and people of
Burundi”, without giving details of numbers killed.
The Al-Qaeda affiliate is fighting to overthrow
Somalia’s Western-backed government which is
propped up and protected by AMISOM.

Under military pressure at home, Shebab is
increasingly turning its attention to Kenya where
it has launched a string of recent deadly assaults,
as well as focusing on guerrilla style warfare in
Somalia. The Islamic militants commonly step up
their attacks during Islam’s holy fasting month of
Ramadan. On Wednesday six people were killed in
a suicide attack in Mogadishu on a diplomatic
convoy from the United Arab Emirates. — AFP 

Dozens killed as Somali Shebab ‘overrun’ African Union base

PORT EL KANTAOUI: At least 28 people includ-
ing foreigners were killed yesterday in a mass
shooting at a Tunisian beach resort packed with
holidaymakers, in the North African country’s
worst attack in recent history. The carnage came
on a day of bloodshed with a suicide bomber
killing 25 people at a Shiite mosque in Kuwait
and a suspected Islamist attacking a factory in
France. There was no immediate claim of
responsibility for the Tunisian attack, but the
Islamic State group, which marks June 29 as the
first anniversary of its “caliphate” straddling Iraq
and Syria, said it was behind the Kuwait bomb-
ing. Witnesses described scenes of panic after
the shooting at the Marhaba Hotel in the tourist
district of Port el Kantaoui on the northern out-
skirts of Sousse, about 140 kilometers south of
Tunis.

Interior ministry spokesman Mohamed Ali
Aroui told AFP the toll is “28 dead including
tourists”, without giving their nationalities.
Health ministry official Henda Chebbi told
Mosaique FM radio that 12 people were hospi-
talized with various injuries. “It was a terrorist
attack” targeting the Marhaba Hotel, Aroui said.

“The assailant was killed,” he added, without
ruling out the possibility of more than one
attacker. Secretary of State for Security Rafik
Chelly told Mosaique FM the gunman was a
Tunisian student unknown to authorities. “He
entered by the beach, dressed like someone
who was going to swim, and he had a beach
umbrella with his gun in it. Then when he came
to the beach he used his weapon,” Chelly said.

‘Bullets whizzing’ 
The shooting was the worst in modern-day

Tunisia and came just nearly three months after
a March attack on the Bardo National Museum in
Tunis killed 21 foreign tourists and a policeman.
IS claimed responsibility for the Bardo attack
although Tunisia says it was carried out by an
Algerian jihadist. 

Gary Pine, a British holidaymaker, said yester-
day’s shooting happened at around midday
when the beach was thronged. “Over to our left,
about 100 yards or so away, we saw what we
thought was firecrackers going off,” Pine told
Britain’s Sky News television. “Only when you
could start hearing bullets whizzing around your
ear do you realize it was something a lot more
serious than firecrackers.” Pine said panic spread
quickly and people scrambled for safety.

“There was a mass exodus off the beach,” said
Pine, adding he heard 20 or 30 shots. “My son
was in the sea at the time and of course my wife
and myself were shouting for him to get out the
sea quick and as we ran up the beach he said: ‘I
just saw someone get shot’.” Holidaymaker Susan
Ricketts said people were “running and scream-
ing...  crying and going hysterical”.

Dublin woman Elizabeth O’Brien told
Ireland’s RTE radio she also heard what
appeared to be fireworks before realizing it was
gunfire. “I ran to the sea to my children and
grabbed our things and, as I  was running
towards the hotel, the waiters and the security
on the beach started shouting ‘Run, run, run’,”
she said. The tourist area was later completely

sealed off by security forces, a witness told AFP
by telephone.

‘Be vigilant’ 
The French embassy in Tunis, in an SMS mes-

sage, urged its nationals to be vigilant and to
“limit travel and avoid gatherings”. President
Francois Hollande of France and his Tunisian
counterpart Beji Caid Essebsi both expressed
their “solidarity in face of terrorism”, a French
statement issued in Paris said.

Tunisia, the birthplace of the Arab Spring,
has seen a surge in radical Islam since veteran
president Zine El Abidine Ben Ali was ousted in
the 2011 revolution. Dozens of members of the
security forces have been killed since then in
jihadist attacks. In October 2013, a suicide
bomber blew himself up in a botched attack on
a beach in Sousse while security forces foiled
another planned attack nearby.

Even before the latest attack,  Tunisia’s
tourism industry had been bracing for a heavy
blow from the Bardo museum shooting but
was determined to woo tourists with new
security measures and an advertising cam-
paign.  Tourism M inister  Salma Rek ik
announced in April a raft of measures to bol-
ster security in tourist areas and on roads
leading to them, and to tighten controls at air-
ports. The tourism sector, which accounts for
seven percent of Tunisia’s GDP and almost
400,000 direct and indirect jobs, had already
been rattled by political instability and rising
Islamist violence. — AFP 

SURUC: Kurdish women wave to their relatives who wait near fence on the Syrian side in
Turkey’s Sanliurfa province. — AFP 

JERUSALEM: Palestinian Muslim worshipers pray outside the Dome of the Rock at the Al-Aqsa Mosque compound during
the second Friday prayer of the holy month of Ramadan. — AFP 

ANKARA: Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan on Thursday dismissed as “propa-
ganda” accusations that Islamic State fight-
ers had been allowed to cross from Turkey
into Syria to launch a fresh assault on the
symbolic battleground town of Kobane.
“We condemn the heinous attack by the
terrorist IS organization that targeted inno-
cent civilians in the city of Kobane,”
Erdogan said in a speech.

Dozens of civilians and fighters on both
sides were killed when the IS jihadists
made a surprise return to Kobane on
Thursday, detonating a suicide car bomb
near the border and battling Kurdish fight-
ers in the city. Two more bombs exploded
later in the day. Claims circulating on the
Internet suggested several cars loaded with
IS militants passed through the Mursitpinar
border crossing in Turkey to make their way
into Kobane.

Describing those allegations as “defama-
tion and propaganda”, Erdogan said: “No
one has the right to link Turkey to terrorist
organizations”. The Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights said at least 35 civilians and
Kurdish fighters were killed in the car bomb
and subsequent fighting in the centre and
south of the town, along with 22 IS mili-
tants.

Turkish officials meanwhile said four vic-
tims had died in Turkish hospitals while 135
wounded received treatment on the
Turkish side of the border. The Turkish gov-
ernment said video footage taken from
Turkish border security units and broadcast
by the state-run Anatolia news agency
showed a bomb-laden car did not pass
through the Turkish border crossing. But
Kurdish activists accused Turkey on social
media of assisting the IS group, with the
hashtag #TerroristTurkey becoming a
trending topic on Twitter.

Arin Shekhmos, a Syrian Kurdish activist,
told AFP in Beirut earlier that IS had
entered Syria from Turkey through the
Mursitpinar border crossing. He claimed
the IS forces were wearing Kurdish People’s

Protection Units (YPG) uniforms as a dis-
guise when they entered.

‘Back and forth’ 
The accusations come amid growing

tensions between Syrian Kurds and Turkey.
Turkey says Syrian Kurdish forces who
recently made gains in Syria against IS are
linked to the Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK),
which for decades has waged a deadly
insurgency inside Turkey. Western states
have repeatedly accused Turkey of not
doing enough to halt the flow of jihadists
in both directions across its 911-kilometre
(566-mile) border with Syria.

Turkey fiercely rejects the accusations,
saying it is making every effort to secure a
long border and in turn has accused the
West of not playing its part to shoulder the
burden of hosting refugees from Syria. But
Turkey’s opposition pro-Kurdish Peoples’
Democratic Party (HDP) accused the
authorities of long allowing IS fighters back
and forth across the border.

“IS has in every period being using the
Turkish border. It’s been going back and
forth. There’s lots of proof of this,” HDP co-
chair Figen Yuksekdag said. “It’s not logical
to think that IS is no longer using the bor-
der when it has been doing so for so long
before,” she added.

Kurdish forces backed by US-led air
strikes and peshmerga fighters from Iraq
scored a major victory in January by win-
ning a hugely symbolic battle for Kobane.
Months of fighting has prompted a mass
exodus of local residents, with some
200,000 fleeing across the border into
Turkey. 

Some 35,000 Syrians returned home
after Kobane’s liberation, another Turkish
official told AFP. The official added that
the border crossing of Mursitpinar that
l ies  opposite  Kobane has remained
closed except for limited use by civilians
returning after Januar y.  He also said
there was no sign of any new refugee
influx so far. — AFP 

Erdogan denies IS launched 
Kobane attack from Turkey

SOUSSE: Tunisian medics stand next to a body of tourist in the pool room of a resort in the town of Sousse, a popular tourist destination 140
kilometers south of the Tunisian capital. —AFP 

Tunisia tourist resort 
Attack leaves 28 dead

Mass shooting targets holidaymakers     

JERUSALEM: Activists set sail yester-
day for the Gaza Strip in a bid to break
Israel’s blockade of the Palestinian ter-
ritory, a participant said, five years
after a similar attempt ended in
bloodshed. “Finally, we are aboard the
Swedish freedom boat the Marianne,
and we are on our way to Gaza,” Arab
Israeli lawmaker Basel Ghattas
announced on his Facebook page
before the flotilla left the coast of
Crete. The Marianne of Gothenburg is
part of the so-called Freedom Flotilla
III-a convoy of ships carrying pro-
Palestinian activists including Ghattas,
a former Tunisian president and at
least one European lawmaker. In a
similar bid in 2010, a botched pre-
dawn raid by Israeli commandos killed
10 Turkish activists. 

Several attempts since then have
all been thwarted, but without blood-
shed. The Marianne of Gothenburg
last month sailed from Sweden to
waters off Crete, where it was to be
joined by a number of other vessels
carrying around 70 people, according
to the Platform of French NGOs for
Palestine. Another activist on the
Marianne, Israeli-born Swede Dror
Feiler, told an Arab Israeli radio station
that one of the flotilla’s ships had
been sabotaged by “professionals”,
and that a propeller had to be fixed

before setting off.
“There are dark forces that are try-

ing to stop us,” he told Radio Ashams,
without elaborating. Israel’s deputy
foreign minister Tzipi Hotovely last
week called the flotilla “the work of
provocateurs whose aim is to blacken
Israel’s face”. The ministry had been
working “through diplomatic chan-
nels night and day” to prevent it from
reaching Israeli waters, she said.

Open-air prison 
A statement yesterday from the

flotilla’s media team said its goal was
“to highlight the violation of the
rights of 1.8 million Palestinians living
in the world’s largest open-air prison.”
In July-August 2014, a 50-day war
between Israel and Gaza rulers
Hamas-the blockaded territory’s third
conflict in six years-killed 2,200
Palestinians and 73 on the Israeli side,
and left 100,000 Gazans homeless.
Israel imposed its blockade on Gaza
in 2006 after Hamas captured an
Israeli soldier, and tightened it a year
later when the Islamist movement
consolidated control of the Strip. A
number of flotillas had reached Gaza
prior to May 2010, when 10 Turkish
activists aboard the Mavi Marmara
were killed in the Israeli raid on the
six-ship flotilla.— AFP 

Gunmen kill Houthi 
rebel chief in Sanaa

SANAA: Gunmen have shot dead a Houthi rebel
commander in the Yemeni capital, as the insurgents
came under attack elsewhere in the country, an offi-
cial and tribal sources said yesterday. The men, on a
motorbike, attacked low-ranking officer Ibrahim
Hassan Al-Sharfi near his Sanaa home late Thursday
before they fled. 

The Huthis’ Al-Masirah television confirmed the
attack. And in the main southern city of Aden, rebel
mortar fire on residential areas and a medical centre
yesterday killed three civilians and wounded seven, a
medical source at the city’s Al-Naqib hospital said.
The rebels have been targeted by a Saudi-led air
campaign that began in March, as they remain
locked in battle with pro-government fighters, Sunni
tribesmen and southern separatists.

A government source in Aden told AFP that a
Yemeni force of around 400 coalition-trained fighters
reached the port city late on Thursday. No more
details about the force were immediately available.
Al-Qaeda and the Islamic State group have also car-
ried out several deadly attacks against the rebels.
Tribal sources told AFP that gunmen also assaulted a
Houthi checkpoint north of Sanaa with machineguns
and rocket-propelled grenades late Thursday, killing
several people. In the Shiite-populated Dhammar
province, south of Sanaa, pro-government fighters
attacked a Houthi headquarters, killing five people,
tribal sources said. Meanwhile, the Saudi-led coali-
tion carried out air strikes against a rebel-held army
camp in the central city of Baida and also hit their
positions in oil-rich Marib province in the east, wit-
nesses said. —AFP 

Activists set sail for Gaza 
aboard ‘Freedom Flotilla’



WASHINGTON: The Supreme Court declared yes-
terday that same-sex couples have a right to marry
anywhere in the United States. Gay and lesbian
couples already could marry in 36 states and the
District of Columbia. The court’s 5-4 ruling means
the remaining 14 states, in the South and Midwest,
will have to stop enforcing their bans on same-sex
marriage. 

The outcome is the culmination of two decades
of Supreme Court litigation over marriage, and gay
rights generally. Justice Anthony Kennedy wrote
the majority opinion, just as he did in the court’s
previous three major gay rights cases dating back
to 1996. It came on the anniversary of two of those
earlier decisions.

“No union is more profound than marriage,”
Kennedy wrote, joined by the court’s four more lib-
eral justices. The stories of the people asking for
the right to marry “reveal that they seek not to den-
igrate marriage but rather to live their lives, or hon-
or their spouses’ memory, joined by its bond,”
Kennedy said.

‘Celebrate this day’ 
The four dissenting justices each filed a separate opin-

ion explaining their views, but they agreed that states
and their voters should have been left with the power to

decide who can marry. “This court is not a legislature.
Whether same-sex marriage is a good idea should be of
no concern to us,” Chief Justice John Roberts wrote in dis-
sent. Roberts read a summary of his dissent from the
bench, the first time he has done so in nearly 10 years as
chief justice.

“If you are among the many Americans - of whatever
sexual orientation - who favor expanding same-sex mar-
riage, by all means celebrate today’s decision,” Roberts
said. “But do not celebrate the Constitution. It had noth-
ing to do with it.” Justice Antonin Scalia said he is not con-
cerned so much about same-sex marriage, but about
“this court’s threat to American democracy.” Justices
Samuel Alito and Clarence Thomas also dissented.
President Barack Obama welcomed the decision via
Twitter, calling it “a big step in our march toward equality.”
The ruling will not take effect immediately because the
court gives the losing side roughly three weeks to ask for
reconsideration. But some state officials and county
clerks might decide there is little risk in issuing marriage
licenses to same-sex couples.

The cases before the court involved laws from
Kentucky, Michigan, Ohio and Tennessee that define mar-
riage as the union of a man and a woman. Those states
have not allowed same-sex couples to marry within their
borders and they also have refused to recognize valid
marriages from elsewhere.

Logic compelled them 
Just two years ago, the Supreme Court struck

down part of the federal anti-gay marriage law that
denied a range of government benefits to legally
married same-sex couples. The decision in United
States v Windsor did not address the validity of state
marriage bans, but courts across the country, with
few exceptions, said its logic compelled them to
invalidate state laws that prohibited gay and lesbian
couples from marrying.

The number of states allowing same-sex marriage
has grown rapidly. As recently as October, just over
one-third of the states permitted same-sex marriage.
There are an estimated 390,000 married same-sex
couples in the United States, according to UCLA’s
Williams Institute, which tracks the demographics of
gay and lesbian Americans. Another 70,000 couples
living in states that do not currently permit them to
wed would get married in the next three years, the
institute says. Roughly 1 million same-sex couples,
married and unmarried, live together in the United
States, the institute says. The Obama administration
backed the right of same-sex couples to marry. The
Justice Department’s decision to stop defending the
federal anti-marriage law in 2011 was an important
moment for gay rights, and Obama declared his sup-
port for same-sex marriage in 2012. — AP 
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WASHINGTON: The State Department cannot find in its
records all or part of 15 work-related emails from Hillary
Rodham Clinton’s private server that were released this
week by a House panel investigating the 2012 attack in
Benghazi, Libya, officials said Thursday.

The emails all predate the Sept 11 assault on the US
diplomatic facility and include scant words written by
Clinton herself, the officials said. They consist of more in a
series of would-be intelligence reports passed to her by
longtime political confidant Sidney Blumenthal, the offi-
cials said. Nevertheless, the fact that the State
Department says it can’t find them among emails she pro-
vided surely will raise new questions about Clinton’s use
of a personal email account and server while secretary of
state and whether she has provided the agency all of her
work-related correspondence, as she claims.

Third-party arbiter 
Rep Trey Gowdy, chairman of the Select Committee on

Benghazi, released a statement Thursday saying, “This
confirms doubts about the completeness of Clinton’s self-
selected public record and raises serious questions about
her decision to erase her personal server - especially
before it could be analyzed by an independent, neutral
third-party arbiter.”

When asked about the discrepancy, Nick Merrill, a
Clinton campaign spokesman, said, “She has turned over
55,000 pages of materials to the State Department,
including all emails in her possession from Mr
Blumenthal.” Clinton is running for the 2016 Democratic
presidential nomination. Clinton’s use of the non-govern-
mental email while in office was not publicly disclosed
until earlier this year, after the committee sought her cor-

respondence related to the Benghazi attack. She says the
single account for personal and professional purposes
was a matter of convenience, and says all her work emails
were included in the 55,000 pages of documents she later
handed over to the State Department. Emails of a person-
al nature were destroyed, she says.

The State Department informed the Select Benghazi
Committee on Thursday that they are no longer certain
that’s the case, according to officials who spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity because they weren’t authorized to
speak publicly on the matter. The officials said Julia
Frifield, the assistant secretary of state for legislative

affairs, confirmed that nine emails and parts of six others
that the committee made public Monday couldn’t be
located in the department’s records.

As for 46 other, previously unreleased Libya-related
Blumenthal emails published by the committee, offi-
cials said all are in the department’s records. They
weren’t handed over to congressional investigators
because they had no relevance to events in Benghazi
and did not correspond to the committee’s request, the
officials said. The officials added that they are willing to
provide emails outside the committee’s initial request,
but warned that doing so would require more time.

The emails missing from the State Department’s
records include missives from Blumenthal in which he
sends media accounts about the killing of one of Libyan
dictator Moammar Gadhafi’s sons, various reports on
internal politics among Libya’s rebels and news of the
assassination of a former Gadhafi minister in Vienna.
The last email was sent Aug. 28, 2012, two weeks before
the Benghazi attack, and none focus particularly on the
eastern Libyan city.

Rebel leaders 
Clinton’s responses are brief. In one from August

2011, she tells Blumenthal she will be in Paris the
next day to meet rebel leaders and says she had “to
resort to new iPad” because she didn’t have electrici-
ty or Blackberry coverage after Hurricane Irene. In
another from March 2012, she passes on an adviser’s
skepticism regarding one of Blumenthal’s reports
about political intrigue in post-Gadhafi Libya, saying:
“This strain credulity based on what I know. Any oth-
er info about it?” — AP 

Missing Clinton emails likely to raise new questions

FLORISSANT: Democratic presidential candidate Hillary Rodham Clinton speaks during a campaign
stop at Christ the King United Church of Christ. — AP 

Court extends same-sex 
marriage nationwide

Decades of gay rights litigation comes to fruition  

WASHINGTON: Carlos McKnight of Washington, waves a flag in support of gay marriage outside of the Supreme Court. —AP 

ST LOUIS: Vandals have targeted monuments
dedicated to the leaders and soldiers of the
Confederacy, painting the slogan “Black lives
matter” on memorials in a half-dozen states
where the landmarks stand tall in parks and
outside government buildings.

The graffiti reflects the racial tension that
permeates post-Ferguson America, more than a
week after a white man was accused of shoot-
ing and killing nine black congregants at a
Charleston, South Carolina, church. Michael
Allen, a lecturer in American culture studies at
Washington University in St Louis, compared
the vandalism to the toppling of statues in
Russia at the end of the Soviet empire.

“If the monuments are strong statements of
past values, defacing them is the easiest and
loudest way to rebuke those statements,” Allen
said.

Confederate symbols including the rebel
battle flag have been the subject of resentment
for years. The anger boiled over after last week’s
massacre at the Emanuel African Methodist
Episcopal Church. The suspect, Dylann Roof,
posed in photos with the Confederate flag.

Politicians throughout the South are taking
steps to remove the flag from public places.
Black activists say the monuments should meet
the same fate. One of the defaced monuments
was the Confederate Memorial in St Louis’
Forest Park, 10 miles from Ferguson. The same
graffiti was reported on memorials in
Charleston; Baltimore; Austin, Texas; Asheville,
North Carolina; and Richmond, Virginia. No
arrests have been made.

‘Black lives matter’ 
Racial wounds in the US were torn open last

August, when a white police officer in the St
Louis suburb of Ferguson, Missouri, fatally shot
18-year-old Michael Brown, who was black and
unarmed. Officer Darren Wilson was cleared of
any wrongdoing, but the shooting raised new
awareness about the treatment of blacks.

“Black lives matter” became a rallying call in
protests that followed police shootings of black

men in other cities, too. With the Charleston
shooting refocusing attention on Confederate
symbolism, experts said, it isn’t surprising that
some people would take out their anger on
monuments to those who fought on the side of
slavery.

Elizabeth Brondolo, a psychology professor
at St. John’s University in New York who studies
the effects of race on mental and physical
health, said the defacing of memorials reflects a
“consensus that there’s been a very serious fail-
ure of empathy, a failure to understand what
these symbols might mean to people who suf-
fered from slavery and ongoing aggression.”
Defaced monuments at the University of Texas
in Austin and in Richmond honor Confederate 

President Jefferson Davis. The Asheville
monument pays homage to Zebulon Vance, a
Confederate officer and later a governor and
senator. Others, like the St. Louis memorial, are
more generic tributes to those who fought for
the South. The future of the 32-foot-tall, 101-
year-old statue in St Louis was already in doubt.
In April, 

Weighing options 
Mayor Francis Slay ordered a study of what

to do with it and asked for the review to be
complete by the end of the summer. Options
include altering the wording of the plaque,
moving the monument out of Forest Park or
removing it entirely. The University of Texas in
Austin is weighing options for its statues of
Davis and other Confederate war heroes, with a
decision expected by Aug 1. Three of those
statutes were damaged this week.

In Kentucky, both candidates for governor,
along with other prominent political leaders,
are calling for the Jefferson Davis statue to be
removed from its prominent place in the state-
house rotunda and placed in a museum. Efforts
have also begun to seek removal of
Confederate monuments in Nashville,
Tennessee; Shreveport, Louisiana; Orlando,
Florida; Portsmouth, Virginia; and Birmingham,
Alabama.— AP 

Vandals target Confederate 
monuments in many states

RICHMOND: This June 25, 2015, file photo shows the words “Black Lives Matter”
spray painted on a monument to former Confederate President Jefferson Davis. —AP 

High emotions: Charleston mourns massacre victims
CHARLESTON: Emotions ran high as defiant
mourners held the first funeral services Thursday for
nine African Americans shot dead by a white
alleged supremacist in a Charleston church.
Hundreds filed past the open coffin of Ethel Lance,
70, at a funeral home in North Charleston, ahead of
an afternoon service for Sharonda Singleton, 45.

The deceased were among the Bible study
group that was targeted in the June 17 massacre at
the historic Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal
Church. Dylann Roof, 21, is charged with murder in
connection with the multiple killings, which he
reportedly hoped would trigger a race war between
blacks and whites.  There was raw emotion at the
Royal Missionary Baptist Church as friends and rela-
tives bid a final farewell to Lance, a custodian at a
Charleston arts center. “I am here to tell you that we
are stronger because we are together as a commu-
nity,” Reverend Norvell Goff told the mourners, the
local Post and Courier newspaper reported.

Lance was later laid to rest at the Emanuel ceme-
tery, where her children and grandchildren kissed
her coffin and well-wishers threw roses into her
grave. Singleton, a speech pathologist, high-school
track coach and pastor at Emanuel, was remem-
bered by a capacity crowd at the 2,000-seat Mount
Moriah Missionary Baptist Church. “She believed she

could change every child,” said South Carolina
Governor Nikki Haley, who attended both funeral
services. Seen in the pews were Jesse Jackson and
Al Sharpton, two of the most recognizable civil
rights activists in the United States today.

Thousands pay respects 
On Wednesday, thousands filed past Pinckney’s

open coffin at the South Carolina legislature in the
state capital Columbia, where he had served as a
senator. Services for the other victims are scheduled
throughout the weekend and into next week.
Meanwhile, the campaign against the Confederate
battle flag flying outside the South Carolina legisla-
ture picked up steam.  Adding his voice to the
movement was College of Charleston president
Glenn McConnell, a former Republican lieutenant
governor and avid Civil War battle re-enactor. As a
state senator, McConnell favored the positioning of
the flag alongside a Confederate memorial on the
State House grounds 15 years ago. 

“Today is a different time,” he said, adding that
the flag should come down as a “statement of cour-
tesy and goodwill to all those who may be offended
by it.” Some revere the Civil War-era banner as an
emblem of Southern heritage, but others condemn
it as a symbol of racial hatred and white supremacy.

Roof’s getaway car-he was arrested a day after
the shooting in North Carolina-bore a Confederate
license plate, and photos later emerged online of
him brandishing the flag together with a handgun.
Haley, a Republican with Tea Party support, has
come out in favor of removing the flag, but the final
decision hinges on a vote by the state legislature.

‘Truly sorry’ 
In a statement widely carried by US media,

Roof’s family said they had been asked many ques-
tions about the massacre.  “As more information
becomes available, we will do our best to answer
them,” the statement read. “We would like to take
this time to reflect on the victims and give their fam-
ilies time to grieve. We feel it would be inappropri-
ate to say anything at this time other than that we
are truly sorry for their loss.”

In Washington, US Attorney General Loretta
Lynch said it was too early to say whether Roof is
liable to federal civil rights charges. A hate crimes
investigation is unfolding, she said, but “it’s simply
premature at this point to be able to announce”
how the case will be handled. South Carolina has
charged Roof with nine counts of murder, one for
each victim and he is being held in solitary confine-
ment. — AFP 

SOUTH CAROLINA: Reverends Al Shapton (second right) and Jesse Jackson (center) stand
behind the casket holding Emanuel AME Church shooting victim Ethel Lance during her
funeral at the Royal Missionary Baptist Church in North Charleston. — AP
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BUJUMBURA: Burundi’s opposition parties
announced yesterday they will boycott upcoming
elections, saying it was not possible to hold a fair
vote following weeks of violence over President
Pierre Nkurunziza’s bid to cling to power.

“All the opposition has unanimously decided to
boycott the elections,” said Charles Nditije, a key
opposition leader, after a letter signed by represen-
tatives of all the political opposition was handed to
the election commission. The opposition groups say
they will boycott both parliamentary elections, due
to be held on Monday, and the presidential vote on
July 15.

The central African nation was plunged into tur-
moil in late April when Nkurunziza launched his
drive to serve a third consecutive five-year term.
Opponents say his third-term bid is unconstitutional
and a violation of a peace deal that ended 13 years

of civil war in 2006, raising fears of a return to wide-
spread violence.

The opposition letter, which criticizes the
timetable set by the election commission, says the
groups will not take part in polls until conditions for
“peaceful, transparent and inclusive” elections are
met. Around 70 people have been killed in weeks of
street protests that have been brutally suppressed,
triggering an exodus of around 100,000 into neigh-
boring countries. The ruling CNDD-FDD’s youth
wing, the fearsome Imbonerakure whose name
means “The Watchmen” or, literally, “Those Who See
Far”, have been accused by the UN of being a militia
force that has  carried out a string of attacks.

Top officials flee 
Several top officials-including the deputy vice-

president, members of the election commission and

constitutional court-have fled the poverty-stricken
and landlocked country. In a letter addressed to
Nkurunziza, second vice president Gervais Rufyikiri
on Thursday urged the president to “put the inter-
ests of the Burundian people before your personal
interests”. “Withdraw your presidential bid, because
it violates the constitution,” Rufyikiri wrote after flee-
ing the country. But analysts said the ruling party
appeared intent on pressing ahead with the elec-
tions, despite the country being mired in its worst
crisis since the end of the 1993-2006 war.

Many fear a repeat of that violence, which split
the country along ethnic lines, pitting the majority
Hutus against the minority Tutsis. Some 200 stu-
dents on Thursday sought refuge from the police at
the US embassy.

Several journalists covering Burundi’s crisis,
which has seen weeks of street demonstrations, a

violent police crackdown and a failed coup attempt
by a section of the army, have complained of being
subjected to threats-including death threats-by
members of the police or other branches of the
security forces.

Opposition conditions for fair elections includes
“disarmament of the Imbonerakure militia, the secu-
rity of the electoral process and political leaders and
society, and the reopening of the independent
media, the return of refugees,” the letter read. Some
of the worst violence took place last month after a
failed coup. On Thursday, diplomats said interna-
tional mediators had again called for a poll delay,
suggesting that all the elections be held on July 31,
arguing that this would give both sides more time
to resolve the crisis before Nkurunziza’s current
mandate expires on August 26. The government,
however, has rejected demands for a delay. — AFP 

Burundi opposition boycott elections

BRUSSELS: The European Union decided yester-
day to share 40,000 of the refugees landing in
Italy and Greece but foot-dragging and verbal
sniping over the move exposed deep divisions
about how to deal with Europe’s massive
migrant influx. While the size of the challenge is
daunting, the EU’s response has been under-
whelming. More than 114,000 migrants fleeing
wars or poverty have been plucked from the
Mediterranean so far this year as they try to
cross in unseaworthy smugglers’ boats. Some
2,600 have died or are missing along the route,
according to the International Organization for
Migration.

“It is - to tell the disturbing truth - a very
modest effort,” European Commission President
Jean-Claude Juncker said Friday after EU leaders
agreed at a summit to decide by late July on
how to distribute the refugees. Italian Prime
Minister Matteo Renzi agreed. “It’s not a big
number,” he said. “For Italy it’s a small help, but
there’s still a lot of work to do.” Greece and Italy
have been swamped by the arrivals, while
Hungary and Bulgaria are also under pressure
from thousands of migrants traveling over land.
Things are likely to get worse amid the summer
high season for migrant crossings. 

Radical action 
Radical action is being taken around Europe

in response. Hungary has pledged to build a

fence to keep out the torrent of migrants cross-
ing its border with Serbia. France and Italy have
been at loggerheads over the movement of
migrants along their common border. Police
have dismantled migrant camps in northern
France, from where people are hoping to cross
into Britain.

Greece and Italy have been accused of not
properly screening arrivals and allowing them to
move deeper into the 28-nation EU. In an effort
to ease some of their burden, Juncker’s team has
tried to force northern EU countries to share the
burden, but any notion of mandatory migrant
quotas for each nation was rejected at the sum-
mit. Belgian Prime Minister Charles Michel called
Friday’s decision “saddening and disappointing.”
“There is a lack of ambition, a lack of will,” he
said. “It wasn’t a sense of solidarity that dominat-
ed around that table.” With some 60 million
refugees in the world, this effort from a wealthy,
half-a-billion-strong bloc appears paltry when
countries like Lebanon, Jordan and Turkey are
hosting hundreds of thousands of people dis-
placed by conflict.

Emotional appeal 
Even the decision to share 40,000 Syrians and

Eritreans arriving over the next two years - and a
separate move to resettle 20,000 refugees from
outside Europe - only came after an emotional
appeal from Italy. “If you don’t agree with 40,000

refugees you don’t deserve to be called Europe,”
Renzi was quoted as saying to the leaders as the
debate dragged into the night.

“If this is your idea of Europe, you can keep it.
Either there is solidarity or don’t waste our time,”
he said, according to an EU diplomat, who asked
not to be identified because the discussions
were not public.

The emergency plan was launched in
response to the deaths of hundreds of migrants
in the Mediterranean earlier this year. At a hastily
organized summit, ships, planes and other
equipment were pledged to help rescue those
trying to come. But as the media spotlight faded,
so has the EU’s commitment to its partners.
Ultimately, around a dozen EU nations oppose
the obligatory quota plan. A further 12 that
would support it want the method for sharing
out the refugees reassessed.

Humanitarian group Doctors Without
Borders, which staffs reception centers in Italy
and Greece and works aboard three ships in
the Mediterranean looking for refugees, said
the EU still has not fully grasped the challenge
it faces, especially with the war in Syria drag-
ging on. “Even without compulsory relocation,
reception capacities and services for people
arriving in Greece and Italy will urgently need
to be improved to deal with people humanely,”
said the group’s migration expert, Aurelie
Ponthieu. — AP 

EU refugee response exposes 
divisions, meager ambitions

Underwhelming response to massive migrant influx 

CARBONIA, Italy: Italy’s wealthy north may
have tired of asylum seekers, but in one of the
poorest regions of Sardinia locals are giving
everything to clothe and feed refugee families.
Standing amid piles of shoes, t-shirts, pajamas
and baby bibs, Susanna Steri describes how she
had to ask the inhabitants of Carbonia to stop
bringing donations for the 90-odd men, women
and children from Sierra Leone and Nigeria.  

“We only had a few hours notice to prepare,”
Steri told AFP, describing the weekend of May
30, after distress calls made from 22 boats in the
Mediterranean led to the rescue of 4,200
migrants, and the discovery of 17 bodies.  Steri
was told that of the 900 people being brought
to the island, the ENAP centre-once used to
teach youngsters traditional trades-would be
receiving 90 in need of emergency housing,
including a four month-old baby.  Just a few
kilometers inland from golden beaches where
tourists dock their yachts to paddle in crystal
waters, the unemployed rolled their sleeves up.  

“It’s difficult to describe what happened, the
real difficulty was finding place for all the volun-
teers, not the migrants,” she said, as another
local couple arrived bearing boxes full of bis-
cuits, baby food, fruit and milk.  The collapse of
the area’s coal mining industry, followed in 2012
by the closure of the Alcoa aluminum smelter,
has driven youth unemployment in the
Carbonia-Iglesias province in south-west
Sardinia to a towering 73.9 percent.

‘Doing the impossible’ 
But while Lombardy, Veneto and Liguria in

the country’s wealthy north refuse to take in any
more migrants-with rich Val d’Aosta accepting
just 62 — locals here are buying the refugees
cigarettes and phone cards out of their own
pockets.

The centre expects to receive 35 Euros ($39)
a day per migrant from the state, including two
euros for pocket money, but pensioner Giulio
Cadeddu, ex-financial policeman turned volun-
teer, says red tape means they won’t see a cent
for months.

“We’re trying to do the impossible, how
could we not for such sweet creatures?” he says
looking at a grinning Fatima, who celebrated
her first birthday here, and whose colourful bal-
loons still adorn the dining room.  Nearby, sev-

en-year old twins from Sierra Leone wolf down
pasta and chips and chatter excitedly as transla-
tors tell them plans are underway for volunteers
to put on a summer party in the garden, com-
plete with inflatable games and a clown.

The town’s 30,000 inhabitants know the
challenges of starting life somewhere new:
Carbonia was built by Fascist dictator Benito
Mussolini in 1938 to house coal miners, and
many of its residents hail from Puglia, Sicily and
Veneto.

The asylum seekers are being absorbed into
the local poor. Steri has a deal with priest Don
Amilcare, who prepares 200 meals for the local
needy. If either group has leftover bread, fish or
other foodstuffs, they are shared out.  A wash-
ing room in the centre is crammed with bottles
of donated shampoos, shower gels, soaps,
toothpaste tubes and nappies.

‘By God’s grace’ 
But despite their efforts, many of the

refugees are unhappy, believing they would be
better off on the mainland in big cities where
they could look for work. “The people here are
the most wonderful I have ever met in my life,”
said 32-year old Rosalin from Nigeria, who fled
Maiduguri for Libya when jihadist group Boko
Harem bombed her shop, and paid a trafficker
for a place with her family on a dinghy headed
for Italy.

“My husband died during the crossing. I am
pregnant and it is by the grace of God that we
are here. But I need a transfer to a place that is
more developed,” she said, as her brothers-in-
law spent another day doing nothing.  Lamin
Johnny, a 35-year old from Sierra Leone who is
married to one of Rosalin’s sisters, said he had
“looked for work since we arrived, but nothing”.
Of the 90 migrants originally brought to the
centre, only 48 remain, and the others are
believed to have headed off in search of places
with better prospects-no mean feat in Italy, a
country struggling to shake off a profound
recession. It is a situation with which the unem-
ployed factory workers from the Alcoa plant
sympathize, though even they have pitched in
with caring for their new neighbors. “And why
wouldn’t they? It’s only the rich who are afraid
of losing, the poor have nothing to fear,” Steri
said. — AFP 

Sardinia defies anti-immigrant 
mood, gives all to refugees

MARTONOS: A group of migrants from Syria walk towards the border with Hungary, near the northern Serbian village. — AFP 

CARBONIA: Migrants have lunch in a centre for refugees. — AFP  

BRIETLINGEN, Germany: Hilarion
Charlemagne presents his tattered sneakers as
a badge of honor. Worn bare and fraying, they
tell the tale of his journey across two conti-
nents that often felt like it might never end.
Charlemagne has finally arrived in his prom-
ised land - and can feel the soil of Germany
through the holes in his heels. “I won’t be
needing these shoes much longer,” said the
45-year-old teacher, who has spent four years
traveling from his native Ivory Coast through
the Sahara, Asia Minor and the Balkans to
reach this moment of safety and hope.

Since January, The Associated Press has fol-
lowed a 45-member group of West Africans as
they traveled by foot and cramped smugglers’
vehicles from Greece to Hungary via the
Balkans. The route, accessed from refugee-
clogged Turkey, is already the second-most
popular way to gain illegal entry to the 28-
nation European Union and its two biggest
destinations: Germany and France.
Unprecedented waves of Asian, Arab and
African migrants are taking the slow, grueling
route in preference to a sea crossing from
North Africa, the quicker but reckless path to
Italy. Thousands making that journey have
drowned in the Mediterranean over the past
year.

Charlemagne and several other migrants
interviewed by the AP have documented the
Balkans’ own risks: deadly night trains that

crush trekkers trapped on ridges, bridges and
inside tunnels; robberies by criminal gangs
and corrupt police hovering like vultures on
the route; smugglers who hold their own
clients hostage, raping women and beating
men, until distant relatives wire extra cash;

staggering hunger and thirst as hikes sup-
posed to take days stretch into weeks.

Passport- free
By April  the travelers finally reached

Hungary, from which they could travel by jit-

ney cabs and public transport links within the
largely passport-free EU to Germany and
France. The vast majority of the West Africans
reached their destinations by May, having paid
a series of Asian and African smugglers more
than 5,000 Euros ($5,500) to cover every link in
the chain from Turkey to the EU’s eastern fron-
tier.

While Germany has proven to be compara-
tively generous to arrivals, France is posing a
tougher test. Neither nation permits the asy-
lum-seekers to work while their cases are
under review, but Germany gives the new-
comers often high-quality housing in bucolic
suburban settings along with monthly pay-
ments in the low three figures. Germany
received 202,834 asylum-seekers in 2014 -
nearly a third of the EU total - and expects that
number to double, at least, this year to anoth-
er record high.

By contrast migrants arriving in France have
described difficulty in finding shelter, reduced
to sofa-surfing with friends or sleeping rough,
and receiving only petty cash from France’s
struggling asylum support systems. France
already has conferred refugee status on more
than 250,000 foreigners, and last year received
another 101,895 asylum applicants, second
most in the EU. The French Office for
Protection of Refugees and Expatriates cannot
directly house most of them with waiting lists
of a year or more.

‘Feeling of the unknown’ 
German authorities have placed

Charlemagne and three other West African
migrants in a two-apartment residence in the
Lower Saxony town of Brietlingen, population
3,400, where fields of strawberries and white
asparagus dominate the landscape. The neigh-
bors, a retired German couple, don’t speak
French or know where Ivory Coast is.
Charlemagne calls the 70-something woman
“Oma,” German for grandma. The woman, who
didn’t want to be named, said her family fled
their native Poland in 1945 as the Russians
closed in, so she relates to the Africans’ “feeling
of the unknown” as newcomers.

For now, Charlemagne is  focused on
quickly learning enough German to demon-
strate his earnestness and impress his hosts,
to win residency and start to earn cash that
he can wire home to relatives. With two sons
aged 8 and 10 living with a sister in Ivory
Coast following the break-up of his marriage,
he hopes he eventually can bring them both
to Germany. He describes Ivory Coast as an
economic dead end that imprisons his boys
in poverty. “In my life there’s been a lot of
suffering. I wouldn’t like for my children to
suffer the way I have,” he said, tears welling,
anguish in his voice. “Even if I have to sacri-
fice myself for their future, I’m always ready
to do that for my children - to give them
their own wings.” — AP 

Migrants find shelter in EU heart after hard journey

OTTER: In this June 13, 2015 photo Jean Paul Apetey practices German in an asylum seeker
shelter. — AP 
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KABUL: In this photograph taken on June 24, 2015, Afghan soldier Essa Khan Laghmani (left) explains how he shot and killed six Taleban inside the
Afghan Parliament. — AFP

Peshawar bomber  
detained in Italy

KABUL: He is called a superhero and feted with
financial rewards from Afghan politicians, but
the lionization of the soldier who singlehanded-
ly killed six attackers in parliament belies bub-
bling discontent over deteriorating security. Essa
Khan Laghmani, 28, was plucked from obscurity
and catapulted to national fame this week after
he shot dead the Taleban insurgents who on
Monday launched a gun and grenade assault on
the legislature, sending terrified lawmakers scur-
rying for cover.

“Taq Chapako!”-”Bang! and down” in Dari-
meanwhile became an Internet meme after he
used the phrase in television interviews to
describe how he effortlessly knocked down his
targets as though they were skittles in a bowling
alley. Laghmani’s feat offered a rare glimmer of
good news during the Taleban’s annual summer
offensive, which has sent civilian and military
casualties soaring and threatened major cities
for the first time in a decade.

President Ashraf Ghani awarded him a three-
bedroom apartment, former warlord General
Dostum gifted him a pickup truck and some law-
makers pledged him a month of their salaries
and other cash rewards to offer their gratitude.
That’s not all. His posters are splashed around
Kabul, a provincial governor has named a major
thoroughfare after him and Afghanistan’s
starstruck youth have posted poems on social
media to extol his “heroism”.

Unnecessary glorification
“He killed six terrorists with six bullets. He

saved the lives of MPs,” defense ministry
spokesman Dawlat Waziri told AFP. “His bravery

deserves to be celebrated.” But the celebration
of Laghmani-or unnecessary glorification,
depending on who you ask-glosses over grow-
ing public angst over a 13-year war that is inflict-
ing a heavy toll on ordinary Afghans.

“By hyping Essa Khan, the Afghan govern-
ment (is trying) to hide its inability to prevent
attacks on such a high-profile target in the capi-
tal,” said one Afghan user on Facebook.  “Khan
has become a rich man. We saw MPs donating
cash and their salaries to him. This assistance is
not to honor his patriotism but to reward him for
saving their lives.” 

War-weary Afghans are in for the bloodiest
fighting season in a decade, experts say, with
the stubborn Taleban insurgency spreading
inexorably northwards beyond its traditional
southern and eastern strongholds. Afghan
security forces, stretched on multiple fronts
and facing record casualties, are struggling to
rein in the militants even as the government
makes repeated efforts to jump-start peace
negotiations. 

“The Afghan government is desperate for
something to cheer about-and perhaps some-
thing to distract people from how frightening
the situation is,” said Heather Barr of Human
Rights Watch.”They are also desperate to bolster
the morale-and the perceptions-of the security
forces,” she told AFP. 

‘Hungry for heroes’ 
Laghmani, a slender but well-built army ser-

geant wearing a slanted beret, recalled the
moment he turned into a national sensation. “I
pointed my gun at the terrorists and said

Bismillah (in the name of god), and then “Taq
Chapako!” he told AFP in the parliament com-
plex. “My friends say if the enemy ever catches
me they will skin me alive, but I feel no fear. I am
only concerned that these cowards might try to
harm my family,” said the father-of-three.

Since the attack, “Taq Chapako” has even
appeared on car bumper stickers and inspired
online poetry. One ode posted on Facebook
reads: “Suicide bombers came oblivious and
unaware; But Essa Khan was there to greet them;
Reaching for his M-16, he vanquished them
instantly; Taq Chapako! Taq Chapako!”

Observers say Laghmani’s rise reflects the
strong public desire for “superhero” figures in
strife-torn Afghan society. “Afghanistan is hun-
gry for heroes, and this soldier has been whole-
heartedly embraced for that very reason,” said
Michael Kugelman, Afghanistan expert at the
Washington-based Woodrow Wilson
International Center for Scholars.

Through Laghmani, Afghanistan is trying to
convey a message to skeptical international
donors, he said. “In essence, Afghanistan is say-
ing: ‘It’s still worth funding us because we have
the personnel to get things done’,” Kugelman
told AFP. But Laghmani’s popularity has stirred
resentment among his peers, leaving many qui-
etly seething over the lack of recognition for
hundreds of soldiers whose sacrifices go unno-
ticed. “I was in the same room as Laghmani,
shooting multiple rounds at the enemy and pro-
tecting the parliament,” one soldier told AFP.
“Afghan soldiers die every day, performing big-
ger heroic acts. Most of them don’t get gifts and
cash rewards.” — AFP 

ROME: A Pakistani accused of organizing a
2009 bomb attack on a Peshawar market
that killed more than 130 people, has been
detained in Italy, police said yesterday.
Siyar Khan, 36, who is also suspected of
involvement in a potential plot against
Pope Francis, was arrested on terrorism
charges as he stepped off a flight from
Islamabad to Rome on Thursday evening.

In a statement, police said they suspect-
ed he had an “executive role” in what was
one of the worst attacks in Pakistan’s histo-
ry - the October 28, 2009 bombing of the
crowded Meena Bazaar which left 134
dead, including scores of women and chil-
dren, and more than 200 others injured.
Authorities at the time blamed the Taleban,
which denied carrying out the attack.
Italian anti-terrorism detectives believe
Siyar Khan was part of a jihadist network
based in Italy which was plotting terror
attacks on Rome and possibly the Vatican
to be carried by suicide bombers imported
from Pakistan.

Islamist terror cell 
The suspect, who is legally resident in

Italy, is accused of sheltering one of the
would-be suicide bombers, who entered
the country in March 2010 and is believed
to be still at large. The detention of Khan
came two months after police on the island
of Sardinia issued 18 arrest warrants as part
of an operation against what they
described as an Islamist terror cell led by
two former bodyguards of Osama bin
Laden.

The cell allegedly operated out of Olbia,
a Sardinian town which has a small, long-
standing Pakistani community. Only nine of
the suspects were actually arrested in April
with the others mostly thought to have fled
to Pakistan before the raids. Mario Carta,
one of detectives in charge of the investi-
gation, told AFP the Italian authorities con-
sider Siyar Khan to have been the right-
hand man of Sultan Wali Khan, an Olbia
shopkeeper arrested in April whom they
suspect of having planned and financed
the Peshawar attack. Carta said that the
would-be suicide bomber arrived in Italy in

March 2010 with the intention of mounting
an attack, “perhaps on Rome, even the
Vatican cannot be ruled out.”

“We have not been able to establish the
identity of the kamikaze (bomber) ... but we
believe he is still at large in Italy, most
probably in the region of Olbia, which had
become a nerve centre of jihadist activity,”
Carta told AFP.

Six-year probe 
The operation against the alleged cell

followed a six-year investigation that
began with a probe into an illegal immigra-
tion racket allegedly run from Sardinia. The
prosecutor in charge of the case said in
April that the existence of a possible con-
spiracy to kill the pope was based on wire-
taps in which the suspects had spoken “in
ironic terms” about the leader of the
world’s Catholics.

At the time, the Vatican played down
the significance of the investigation, saying
it concerned a 2010 scenario that didn’t
materialize and insisting there was no need
for additional measures to protect Francis.
Among the others arrested in April was
Zulkifal Hafiz Mohammed, an imam who
worked in Brescia and Bergamo in northern
Italy and allegedly raised funds for radical
groups.

The arrest warrants accuse the suspects
of belonging to “an organization dedicated
to transnational criminal activities inspired
by Al-Qaeda and other radical organiza-
tions pursuing armed struggle against the
West and insurrection against the current
government of Pakistan.” Police said in April
that two members of the network were
part of bin Laden’s security detail before his
slaying by US special forces in Pakistan in
May 2011 while others were in contact with
the late Al-Qaeda leader’s relatives.

According to police, the Islamist group
based on Sardinia was involved in smug-
gling Pakistani and Afghan nationals into
Europe through Italy, via visa and asylum
scams. Funds raised from this activity were
allegedly sent back to radical groups in
Pakistan, including Al-Qaeda offshoots and
the local Taleban. — AFP 

Afghanistan’s ‘superhero’ 
inspires awe and disdain

Solider singlehandedly killed six attackers 

ROME: A handout photo released by the Italian Police shows Siyar Khan of Pakistan
who is detained. — AFP

KARACHI: Sea breezes brought cooler
temperatures on Friday to ease a heat
wave that killed more than 1,150 people
over a week around Pakistan’s teeming
port city of Karachi during the Muslim
fasting month of Ramadan. The extreme
heat of up to 44 degrees Celsius (111
Fahrenheit) - the hottest since 1981 -
coincided with power failures and trig-
gered sharp criticism of the govern-
ment’s response in the city of 20 million
people.

By yesterday, the daily high tempera-
ture was about 36 degree Celsius (97
Fahrenheit), according to Dr Mohammad
Hanif of the Director National Weather
Forecasting Centre. The power outages
left many without fans, water or light at
the beginning of Ramadan, when many
Muslims do not eat or drink during day-
light hours.

“By Friday, at least 1,150 people have
died in the government-run hospitals,”

said Anwar Kazmi of the Edhi
Foundation, a private charity that runs a
network of ambulances and morgues.
The crisis - following a heat wave in India
last month that killed about 2,500 people
- illustrates how ill-prepared many devel-
oping nations are for the extreme weath-
er conditions that scientists say will
accompany global climate change in
coming decades.

“These type of events are taking place
across the world ...  we need to prepare
ourselves and develop our strategy,” said
Qamar uz Zaman Chaudhry, the
Islamabad-based special adviser for Asia to
the UN-World Meteorological
Organization. “It’s time to learn lessons,
instead of getting into the blame game.”
Pakistan’s national and local political par-
ties have blamed one another for the crisis,
while much of the relief was provided by
the powerful military and private charities
such as the Edhi Foundation. — Reuters 

NEW DELHI: Heavy early monsoon rains
have killed at least 81 people in India’s
western Gujarat state, bringing misery to
thousands of people uprooted from their
flooded homes, an official said yesterday.
Nearly 9,000 people have been evacuated
to higher ground in the worst-hit rural
areas of Amreli, Rajkot and Bhavnagar dis-
tricts of Gujarat, which had been suffering
from a drought before the rains hit, said
Ridhi Butt, a National Disaster Response
Force official.

Butt said most of the deaths occurred
when people were swept away by flood
waters and mudslides, or buried in col-
lapsed houses. More than 1,000 Hindu pil-
grims have been stranded on the mountain
paths leading to Hindu shrines of
Kedarnath and Badrinath in northern
Uttrakhand state because of the rains. The

state disaster response force and police are
clearing the roads to restore the pilgrim-
age, the Press Trust of India news agency
reported.

India’s financial capital of Mumbai was
badly hit last week when torrential showers
closed trains and led to a breakdown in
public services. The monsoon rains arrived
days ahead of schedule in the western and
northern parts of India, raising hopes the
annual rains may not be as little as predict-
ed by the India Meteorological Department.
The monsoon has covered nearly the entire
country delivering 24 percent excess rainfall
so far, flooding parts of Gujarat in western
India and Assam state in the northeast,
while a swollen river breached its banks in
northern Jammu-Kashmir state. However,
the weather department said it expected a
drier July. — AP 

Nepal faces
scrutiny in

distributing
aid billions

CHAUTARA: Compensation is starting to reach families in
the region’s worst hit by Nepal’s devastating earthquakes,
amid close scrutiny of how billions of dollars pledged this
week by global powers will be distributed to rebuild the shat-
tered Himalayan nation.

Nepal received on Thursday pledges of aid worth $4.4 bil-
lion for reconstruction after two quakes on April 25 and May
12, killed 8,832 people, injured more than 22,000 and
destroyed or damaged half a million homes. But handing out
funds remains a challenge for Nepali Prime Minister Sushil
Koirala, who vowed at Thursday’s donor conference to show
no tolerance for corruption or misuse of foreign aid, in a
country with a history of weak oversight.

The government will channel aid through a new state
body and coordination centers to oversee fund transfers in
villages. “We are encouraging deposits into bank accounts to
reduce irregularities,” Govind Raj Pokharel, chairman of the
National Planning Commission, told Reuters. Some donors
have been reluctant to pledge money, fearing that corrup-
tion will divert it from efficient uses.

Claim compensation 
In Chautara, the main town in the worst-hit region of

Sindhupalchowk, quake victims jostled outside government
offices this week to get identity cards and death certificates
for deceased family members, which they need to claim
compensation. Farmer Sher Man Tamang, 52, trekked for six
hours from his village of Haibung to register his father’s death
in Chautara, and claim 40,000 Nepali rupees ($400) promised
by the government for the funeral rites of those killed in the
quake.

“It took me a long time to arrange the documents,” said
Tamang. “These papers prove my father lost his life in the
earthquake.” Shops providing photocopies and scans did
brisk business, as did people who could read and write on
behalf of illiterate neighbors wanting to open bank accounts
to receive aid. The government has delegated officials to dis-
tribute aid, but there are no regional lawmakers to hold
bureaucrats accountable as there have been no local elec-
tions since 1997. As reconstruction gathers pace, govern-
ment efforts to help the needy will face additional scrutiny. “I
believe the government is committed to fighting corruption,”
Asian Development Bank President Takehiko Nakao said in
Kathmandu on Thursday. —Reuters

Pakistan heat wave eases
after more than 1,150 die

KARACHI: Pakistani volunteers carry a heatstroke victim to a government
Hospital. —AFP

Monsoon rains 
kill 81 in India

AMRITSAR: Indian Punjab Police personnel escorting Sikh convict Gurdeep Singh Khera
arrives at the railways station on June 25, 2015 during his transfer from Karnataka’s
Gulbarg jail.  Khera, 55, was arrested in 1990 and convicted under Terrorist and
Disruptive Activities Act (TADA), and sentenced to life imprisonment in two separate ter-
ror cases, 1996 in New Delhi and 2001 in Karnataka. — AFP 



YANGON: Myanmar and Thailand yesterday
destroyed nearly $1 billion of seized narcotics
to mark World Drugs Day, as the UN said East
and Southeast Asia remained the world’s
biggest markets for synthetic drugs and hero-
in. Authorities in Myanmar said drugs worth
around $245 million were crushed under a
steamroller or torched in three locations
including the commercial hub Yangon.

The country, which is emerging from years
of military rule, has long-struggled to control
illegal drug production especially in its border
areas where ethnic rebel groups are still active.
The “Golden Triangle” region-covering parts of
Laos, Thailand and Myanmar-was formerly one
of the world’s top producers of opium and
heroin, until the emergence of Afghanistan as
a drugs production hub.

Myanmar’s eastern Shan state accounts for
nearly all of the illegal poppy cultivation in the

country, which remains the world’s second
largest opium producer.  Much of the raw
material is believed to be smuggled across the
border for processing into heroin in China,
which is home to the world’s largest number of
addicts. 

Increasing amounts 
In Thailand authorities torched nearly 9.5

tons of drugs with a street value of nearly $600
million. “Around 66 million pills of metham-
phetamine... 798 kilograms (1,750 pounds) of
crystal methamphetamine... heroin weighing
over 418 kilograms” were among the drugs
burned, according to a Public Health Ministry
statement.  The ministr y also said nearly
150,000 people have entered drug treatment
in the last eight months.

The value of the drugs burned is twice the
amount at last year’s ceremony, in a sign of the

Thai junta’s tough stance on drugs. In its annu-
al report marking World Drugs Day, the United
Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC)
said authorities in East and Southeast Asia
seized 12 tons of heroin, the third straight
increase in as many years. But the region also
“reported the highest number of synthetic
drug seizures in the world” it said in a state-
ment.

Asia remains the largest market for opium
and heroin, accounting for an estimated two-
thirds of  al l  users globally.   Meanwhile
methamphetamine-known as “yaba”, or crazy
medicine, in Thailand-dominates the global
market for synthetic drugs “and is expanding
significantly in East and South-East Asia”, the
UNODC added. The body also urged govern-
ments and donor nations to pour cash into
helping poor farmers find alternatives to illicit
crops such as opium. — AFP 
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PUERTO PRINCESA: China is pressing ahead with
the construction of artificial islands on at least two
reefs that are also claimed by the Philippines in an
increasingly tense territorial dispute, Filipino offi-
cials said Friday, despite Beijing’s pronouncement
that some work would end soon.

Mayor Eugenio Bito-onon of Kalayaan islands,
which are under Philippine control, said he saw
Chinese construction in full swing with many
dredgers and huge cranes visible when he flew last
week near Subi Reef. It’s one of at least seven reefs
and atolls in the South China Sea where the US and
the Philippines have expressed concern that China’s
island-building could be used to base military
planes and navy ships to intimidate other claimants,
reinforce China’s claim over virtually the entire area
and threaten freedom of navigation in one of the
world’s busiest shipping lanes.

“It’s full-blast construction. It’s massive and
incredible,” Bito-onon told The Associated Press,
adding that it was evident it would take months
before the Chinese complete the work. In the mid-
portion of the emerging man-made island, a 3-kilo-

meter (1.9-mile) -long landfill is taking the shape of
a runway, he said. His comments followed similar
findings by the US military and independent
defense analysts.

Two senior Philippine military officials, speaking
on condition of anonymity because they weren’t
authorized to talk to the media, said that aside from
Subi Reef, China’s island-building has also contin-
ued on Mischief Reef in the Spratly Islands, based
on recent military surveillance. Chinese Embassy
officials in Manila did not comment immediately.

Environmental conservation
The Chinese Foreign Ministry said on June 16

that the land reclamation projects on some islands
and reefs “will be completed in upcoming days.”
However, in a sign that the developments were far
from over, the ministry also said on its website that
China would follow up by building infrastructure for
maritime search and rescue to environmental con-
servation and scientific research.

Asked when the island-building would be com-
pleted, Chinese Defense Ministry spokesman Senior

Col. Yang Yujun gave a vague reply to reporters
Thursday, saying it “depends on the progress made
on the ground.” China’s Foreign Ministry spokesman
Lu Kang said island constructions “do not affect the
freedom of navigation and overflight enjoyed by all
countries in accordance with international law in
the South China Sea.”

A US Navy plane flying near one of the artificial
islands last month, however, was told to leave the
area by the Chinese military. In a separate incident,
a Philippine air force plane was similarly ordered by
the Chinese navy several weeks ago to leave the
area. The incidents raised fears that China was
preparing to enforce an air defense identification
zone over the South China Sea, similar to one it
declared over disputed Japanese-held islands in the
East China Sea in 2013.

Contested region 
The US argues that China can’t use artificially

constructed islands to expand its sovereignty.  US
officials have said they were considering stepping
up patrols to ensure free navigation in the contest-

ed region and have defied Beijing’s warning for
Washington to stay out of the Asian disputes.

“We are committed to operate safely in interna-
tional waters as we believe every nation has the
right to do and we look forward to operating
throughout Southeast Asia,” US Navy Capt. Fred
Kacher, who helped oversee annual exercises
between US and Philippine navies that ended
Friday on western Palawan island, told AP. The lit-
toral combat ship USS Fort Worth and a P-3 Orion
surveillance plane joined the gunnery and missile
defense drills with Filipino counterparts in the Sulu
Sea east of Palawan this week after completing
patrols in the South China Sea, according to US mili-
tary officials.

The convergence of a growing number of mili-
tary vessels from different countries has led to fears
of accidental clashes and miscalculations. But a
code of unplanned encounters at sea that the US
and China observe has helped prevent misunder-
standings. “Not a day goes by ... we don’t have an
encounter at sea,” Kacher said, but he added that
“those engagements are professional.” — AP 

Philippine officials say China island-building in full swing

Myanmar, Thailand destroy
nearly $1bn in seized drugs

World’s biggest markets for synthetic drugs and heroin   

WASHINGTON: Office of Personnel Management (OPM) Chief Information Officer
Tony Scott, (left) and Assistant Secretary of Office of Cybersecurity and
Communications National Protection and Programs Directorate at the Department
of Homeland Security Andy Ozment, look over papers on Capitol Hill. — AP 

AYUTTHAYA: Thai commando unit stands guard in front of packs confiscated narcotics before destroying them marking the UN’s International
Day Against Drug Abuse and Trafficking. — AFP 

China slams human rights 
record in annual report

BEIJING: China yesterday slammed the US for
a “terrible human rights record”, denouncing it
for police brutality and global surveillance a
day after Washington criticized Beijing’s own
performance. In a report sourced mainly from
US media, China said the US was “haunted by
spreading guns, frequent occurrence of vio-
lent crimes, the excessive use of force by
police”.

It said that US intelligence had used “indis-
criminate” torture against terrorist suspects,
while “violating human rights in other coun-
tries” with drone strikes and surveillance. The
document is released each year by China the
day after the US State Department issues its
annual global human rights report. Beijing
does not release rights reports on other coun-
tries.

Unlike China the US is a multiparty democ-
racy but the report declared: “Money is a
deciding factor in the US politics, and the US
citizens’ political rights were not properly pro-
tected.”China’s ruling Communist Party has
repeatedly imprisoned those who openly
challenge its right to rule or have protested
publicly. Its state-run media said in December
that torture by Chinese police to extract con-
fessions is “not rare”, in an unusual admission.

Yesterday’s document, released by China’s
State Council, or cabinet, largely cited US
domestic media websites, including the New
York Times, which is blocked by Beijing as part
of its Internet censorship regime. China said
the US justice system suffered from “serious
racial bias”, highlighting police killings of sev-
eral unarmed black men, which sparked
protests over the past year.

The US has “grim problems of racial dis-
crimination, and institutional discrimination
against ethnic minorities continued”, it added.
Washington’s own report on Thursday said
that in China “repression and coercion were
routine, particularly against organizations and
individuals involved in civil and political rights
advocacy”. It also noted Beijing’s continued
repression of ethnic Uighurs and Tibetans.
Human rights are a long-standing source of
tensions between China and the US, which
imposed sanctions on Beijing after the 1989
Tiananmen Square crackdown on pro-democ-
racy protesters that left hundreds, by some
estimates more than 1,000, dead. China often
says that its rapid economic development in
recent decades has led to a greater respect for
human rights, and that other countries are not
entitled to criticize its record. — AFP 

China denounces US
hacking accusation

BEIJING: Beijing yesterday denounced as
“absurd logic” accusations by the head of US
intelligence that China was the main suspect
in a massive hack of government data files in
Washington. James Clapper, US director of
national intelligence, said China was “the lead-
ing suspect” behind the breach affecting per-
sonal data of millions of US government
employees, which was revealed earlier this
month.

Chinese foreign ministry spokesman Lu
Kang responded: “We have noticed that the
US is still investigating, but feels that China is
responsible. This is absurd logic. “We under-
stand this as showing the US has adopted the
presumption of guilt rather than the pre-
sumption of innocence,” he added at a regular
briefing. The US has in recent years blamed
several hacks on Beijing, including some it
says were carried out by members of the

Chinese military. Cybersecurity specialists said
the breach of data on at least four million cur-
rent and former federal employees appeared
to be part of an effort to build a database for
espionage. Soon after the breach was made
public, US officials told media they believed
China was involved. Beijing rebuffed the
claims as “unscientific”.

The US Office of Personnel Management
said that employees, retirees, contractors and
job applicants may have had their personal
information compromised in the breach.
Some reports have said the number affected
may be 14 million or higher, after officials said
the total was still being determined. Facing an
outcry from employees and lawmakers, the
US administration has announced new steps
to boost the security of its online records,
including in some parts that still use decades-
old technology. — AFP 

Thailand junta party cancels 
human rights report launch 

BANGKOK: Thailand’s military government yes-
terday forced a human rights group to cancel
the public launch of its report on the Vietnamese
government’s persecution of an ethnic minority,
saying it could affect national security and bilat-
eral relations. The report by the New York-based
Human Rights Watch describes persecution of
Montagnard Christians in Vietnam’s Central
Highlands, whose religious practices have been
described by the government as “evil.”

Thai police said in a statement yesterday the
scheduled event at the Foreign Correspondents
Club of Thailand could “have an impact on the
country’s security or could affect the friendship
and cooperation between Thailand and
Vietnam.” It is the third event in one month that
has been canceled at the venue. Two previous
seminars involved topics about human rights sit-
uation in Thailand and the country’s harsh law
protecting its monarchy.

More than a dozen plainclothes and uni-
formed police officers were waiting outside the
club, along with a police truck parked nearby.
The club said it received a written order from
police, issued on behalf of the ruling junta, to
cancel the news conference where the report
was to be launched. The human rights report
was available on the group’s website. An elec-
tronic version was also sent to journalists by
email.

Tarnished reputation 
The cancellation of the event is “very disap-

pointing” and is “another affirmation that
human rights organizations can no longer
report, not only about situation in Thailand, but
situations in neighboring countries in
Southeast Asia,” said Sunai Phasuk, Human

Rights Watch’s senior researcher in Asia.
“Thailand is now going to be known as the
defender of human rights violators in
(Southeast Asia), which added more damage to
Thailand’s already tarnished international repu-
tation under the military rule,” he added.

Thai authorities have cracked down on crit-
ics and dissents since the military seized power
from a civilian government in last May’s coup.
The Thailand section on Human Rights Watch’s
website was briefly blocked by the govern-
ment. In its report, Human Rights Watch called

for the Vietnamese government to “end abusive
policies and practices” that have forced hun-
dreds of Montagnards to flee the country.

It said the Montagnards’ beliefs and faith
practices, such as De Ga Protestantism and Ha
Mon Catholicism, are suppressed by the gov-
ernment on the grounds that they are not reli-
gions at all. It said the Montagnards have been
subjected to intimidation, arbitrary arrests and
mistreatment in custody. There was no immedi-
ate response from the Vietnamese government
on the report. — AP 

BANGKOK: Sunai Phasuk, (left) Human Rights Watch’s senior researcher in Asia, and Umesh
Pandey, a board member of Foreign Correspondents of Thailand, (right) talk to policemen at
the Foreign Correspondents Club of Thailand. — AP 

COLOMBO: Sri Lanka President Maithripala
Sirisena yesterday ordered the immediate dis-
missal of the parliament, a government
spokesman said, clearing the way for a snap
election 10 months ahead of schedule. “The
President signed a gazette notification a short
while ago dissolving parliament with effect
from midnight today,” the government
spokesman Rajitha Senaratne said. Prime
Minister Ranil Wickremesinghem has pressed
for early elections to increase the majority of
his United National Party (UNP), which sat in
opposition until Sirisena’s victory in January’s
polls ousted strongman Mahinda Rajapakse
who had ruled for almost a decade.

The election will be held on August 17 and
the new parliament convened on September
2, officials told AFP. Sirisena inherited the out-
going parliament from his autocratic prede-
cessor Rajapakse who still controlled a loyal
band of lawmakers who repeatedly blocked

reforms pushed by the new government.
Wickremesinghe had faced a no-trust reso-

lution initiated by the opposition, which com-
manded a majority in the 225-member assem-
bly and would have remained until April 2016
if not for the dissolution. Foreign Minister
Mangala Samaraweera told reporters
Wednesday that the UNP government favored
a snap election to increase its majority.

He said a new government was needed to
bring about stability in the legislature and also
address the ethnic reconciliation that Sirisena
has promised. Sri Lanka has said it will set up a
domestic mechanism to investigate alleged
war crimes by its troops while crushing Tamil
Tiger rebels six years ago. Samaraweera said a
stable government was needed to bring about
legislative reforms to allow accountability as
well as reconciliation in a country emerging
from decades of ethnic war, which claimed
100,000 lives between 1972 and 2009. —. AFP

Lanka’s president 
sacks parliament 
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Yaqoub Al-Sanea, Minister of Justice and Islamic Affairs
labeled the attack “a terrorist and criminal act that threatens
our security and targets our national unity,” reported Kuna
news agency. State Security placed checkpoints and con-
ducted raids in several areas in Kuwait including Taima,
Sulaibiya and Riqqa.

The imam of Al-Sadiq mosque Sheikh Hamed Hadi Al-
Saleh told Kuwait Times, “A suicide bomber entered the
mosque. During the sujoud, he shouted ‘Allahu Akbar’ three
times and blew himself up near worshippers in the back
rows. People sitting on chairs were the closest to him, and
thus most affected.” The attack is the first ever suicide bomb-
ing against a Shiite mosque in Kuwait. Friday’s attack was
immediately claimed by Al-Najd Province, a group in Saudi
Arabia affiliated with Islamic State militants. The group

claimed two prior bombings, both in Saudi Arabia, against
Shiite mosques including one in late May where 26 people
died. The Al Nadj Province group named the bomber as Abu
Suleiman Al-Muwahhid.

Kuwait’s Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Mubarak Al Sabah
said the suicide bombing was a deliberate attack on Kuwaiti
unity. Approximately 30 percent of the country’s citizens are
of the Shiite sect, the rest are Sunni.  But Kuwait social media
responded with calls for unity and prayers for those who
died or were wounded in the attack. Hundreds of people
flocked to Amiri Hospital to search for relatives or to offer
donations of blood. The local blood bank opened to receive
donations as well. In Tunisia, 37 people were killed when
two militants opened fire on tourists at a popular beach
resort in Sousse. In France, a man was found decapitated
near Lyon at a gas factory. Authorities suspect a man arrest-
ed of possible ties to radical Islamists militants.

Carnage in Kuwait as IS hits Shiite mosque

VATICAN CITY: Palestinian Foreign minister Riad Al-Malki (left) delivers a speech in front of the Vatican’s State Relations secretary Paul Richard Gallagher (2nd right) and his delegation after the
Vatican signed a historic first accord with Palestine, two years after officially recognizing it as a state. - AFP 

VATICAN CITY: The Vatican signed its first treaty with
the “State of Palestine” yesterday, calling for “coura-
geous decisions” to end the Israeli-Palestinian conflict
and backing a two-state solution. The treaty, which

made official the Vatican’s de facto recognition of
Palestine since 2012, angered Israel, which called it “a
hasty step (that) damages the prospects for advancing
a peace agreement”. Israel also said it could have impli-

cations on its future diplomatic relations with the
Vatican.

The accord, which concerns the Catholic Church’s
activities in areas controlled by the Palestinian
Authority, also confirmed the Vatican’s increasingly
proactive role in foreign policy under Pope Francis. Last
year, it  brokered the historic resumption of ties
between the United States and Cuba. Archbishop Paul
Gallagher, the Vatican’s foreign minister, said at the
signing that he hoped it could be a “stimulus to bring-
ing a definitive end to the long-standing Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, which continues to cause suffering
for both parties”.

He called for peace negotiations held directly
between Israelis and Palestinians to resume and lead to
a two-state solution. “This certainly requires coura-
geous decisions, but it will also offer a major contribu-
tion to peace and stability in the region,” he said.
Palestinian Foreign Minister Riad Al-Malki said he
hoped it would help “recognition of the right of the
Palestinian people to self-determination, freedom and
dignity in an independent state of their own, free from
the shackles of occupation”. The Vatican is particularly
keen to have a greater diplomatic role in the Middle
East, from where many Christians have fled because of

conflicts in Syria, Iraq and other countries.
There are about 100,000 Catholics of the Roman and

Greek Melkite rites in Israel and the Palestinian territo-
ries, most of them Palestinians. Gallagher said the
agreement “may serve as a model for other Arab and
Muslim majority countries” with regard to freedom of
religion and conscience. The UN General Assembly
adopted a resolution in 2012 recognizing Palestine as
an observer non-member state. This was welcomed at
the time by the Vatican, which has the same observer
non-member status at the United Nations. Since then
the Vatican has de facto recognized a “State of
Palestine” and the pope referred to it by that name
when he visited the Holy Land last year.

Some 135 members of the United Nations recognize
Palestine, nearly 70 percent of the total. By comparison,
160 of the UN’s 193 members recognize Israel. Last
October, Sweden became the first major European
country to acknowledge Palestine, a decision that drew
condemnation from Israel and has since led to tense
relations between the two. The European Union as a
whole does not recognize Palestine, taking the same
view as the United States that an independent country
can emerge only via negotiations with Israel, not
through a process of unilateral recognition.- Reuters

Vatican signs first treaty with 
‘State of Palestine’; Israel fumes 



By Pavel Polityuk

Every working day, Dmitry passes out through the
massive iron doors of a Soviet-built nuclear bomb
shelter, mounts three flights of stairs and strides

across the compound to put in an eight-hour shift keep-
ing one of Europe’s biggest coking plants on line. That’s if
it’s quiet. If shells are falling, he might turn back rather
than risk the 150-metre dash across open ground.

Situated close to the ‘contact line’ between Ukrainian
government forces and well-armed rebels, the Avdiyivka
Coking Plant outside the rebel-held regional capital,
Donetsk, has been hit by about 230 rocket and artillery
attacks since hostilities erupted over a year ago. Dmitry,
48, is one of a remaining workforce of 2,000, many of
whom have opted to spend their nights underground
rather than hazard a trip back to their homes, which are
also under threat of shelling, or already in ruins. “After I
came under shelling myself several times, I decided it
was better to live here,” he said. “In my village, there’s not
a single home left standing.”

But his twilight existence goes further than that. Like
most of his colleagues, he does not want his surname
published, and refuses to take sides in the war or say
who he blames for the bombardment. With the frontline
so close, control of the plant could switch in a day. The
Kiev government squarely blames the Russian-backed
rebels for the often indiscriminate shelling, which has
killed at least one of the workers and wounded many
more, though the rebels say different. The US ambassa-
dor to the United Nations, Samantha Power, called the
workers a model of Ukrainian “resilience” when she was
in Kiev.

Debris of war
In a single attack on May 24, 70 projectiles rained down

on the complex. But chief engineer Aleksander Pasternak
weighs his words carefully, saying only that “the factory
itself was being deliberately targeted”. Bits of rockets and
shells lie scattered around the 300-hectare complex,
which houses an administrative centre as well the produc-
tion facilities. One tower is holed in its side from a missile
strike. From the plant, the thud and crash of battle can be
heard from the area of Donetsk’s former international air-
port, just 10 km (six miles) away. A sudden puff of black
smoke indicates a distant missile strike. The Avdiyivka
plant, owned by industrial tycoon Rinat Akhmetov’s
Metinvest group, is one of Europe’s biggest coking plants
and provides the fuel for the steelmaking industry, itself a
vital branch of Ukraine’s economy.

Its pre-conflict output was 12,000-12,500 tons a day,
but the war has disrupted supplies of coal and electricity,
cutting production to around 5,300 tons, according to
Pasternak. The plant now mainly feeds the Ilyich and
Azovstal steel plants in Mariupol, a port city in the south-
east that is under government control but under constant
military threat from the rebels. For the plant to remain
operational, the coke furnaces have to be kept running
around the clock at a stable temperature of around 1,000
degrees Celsius - which means workers such as Dmitry
have to keep going, even though the shells could be
falling around them. “If they (the furnaces) cool, then
everything turns to ash, and we are finished,” he said.

Nowhere to go
But already the flames are sputtering. “Many of the bet-

ter people have left, taken their families away,” Pasternak

said. The best part of the workforce has gone.  A normal
person can’t keep their family here. “Many people have
nowhere else to go and have had to stay here, so they are
angry. And they are angry against Ukraine because they
are Ukrainians.” Irina and Svetlana are living in a tiny room
adjoining their office on the eighth floor of the adminis-
trative block. “I have been here since January. Where can I
go?” said Svetlana. 

“I don’t see any way out of this situation. I can’t grab a
gun myself and go and bring peace. Nobody is going to
sit me down at the negotiating table.” Irina moved in a
month later. “I got my mother out and then moved in
here. Where else am I going to live when everything
around is destroyed? Everything I have in life is here - in a
single bag.” At least there is physical safety in the under-
ground shelter, where Soviet-era posters offering safety
and first aid advice evoke Cold War times, when every
strategic Soviet plant had its own bomb-proof bunker.

Alexander shares a corner of the shelter with his wife,
Yelena, where they have a microwave oven and an elec-
tric kettle, and watch movies together on a smartphone.
They, too, moved in January, when Grad rockets began to
hit the area where they lived in the town of Avdiyivka.
“We stayed in our house as long as we could. But then a
mortar came down right next to us, and we decided not
to wait for the next one to come through the window,”
Alexander said. No one will hazard a guess as to when
this half-life might end. Nobody here even mentions the
Minsk agreements, brokered in February by the leaders of
Russia, Ukraine, Germany and France, which were sup-
posed to cement a ceasefire and usher in peace talks. In
fact, said Dmitry, “nobody actually remembers how all
this started”. —Reuters
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Almost three years after South African
police shot 34 striking miners dead out-
side platinum producer Lonmin’s

Marikana mine, little has changed in this hard-
scrabble town that has become a symbol of
post-apartheid hardship and inequities. Cows
and pigs root through litter-strewn dirt roads
that snake past corrugated iron shacks - a pic-
ture of grinding poverty atop one of the world’s
wealthiest mineral deposits. A long-awaited
probe into the slayings, unveiled on Thursday
by President Jacob Zuma, found Lonmin “did
not respond appropriately” to the escalating
violence during a wildcat strike in August of
2012.

Though the report slammed Lonmin for fail-
ing to comply with its social and housing obli-
gations, few in Marikana felt it would make
much difference. Labor tensions in South
Africa’s mines continue, stemming in part from
squalid living conditions that have persisted
two decades after the end of apartheid. “I
understand that the report is out but it’s not
making me very happy. Nothing has changed
here,” said Samkelo Mkhize, 33, a former Lonmin
miner. “People were killed that day, and the
government admits that they did something
wrong but they don’t act (as if ) they will do
something to change it,” he said.

The commission, chaired by retired judge Ian
Farlam, found “Lonmin’s failure to comply with
the housing obligations under the Social and
Labor Plans should be drawn to the attention of
the Department of Mineral Resources.” It further
said the department “should take steps to
enforce the performance of these obligations
by Lonmin.” Mining companies in South Africa
are required to meet a number of social require-
ments aimed at community and employee
upliftment. But Lonmin may be hard pressed to
meet such demands in the face of soaring costs
and falling prices.

Lonmin’s share price was down 3.5 percent
on Friday to 3-1/2 month lows. Platinum’s spot
price is below $1,100 an ounce, some 25 per-
cent lower than August 16, 2012, when police
opened fire on the wildcat strikers. Lonmin said
in a statement that it has focused on “living con-
ditions and employee indebtedness, two burn-
ing issues that we believe will make a profound
impact on the wellbeing of our employees.
Much work has been done in this regard.” But
families of Lonmin employees in the grim shan-
tytown the edge of Marikana, 120 kms (70
miles) northwest of Johannesburg, say much
more needs to be done.

“Nothing has changed, we have no roads. If it
was raining you could not even drive in here.
This is a mine but we are living in shacks,”
Bongiwe Gumede, 30, a mother of three who
said her husband was a Lonmin miner. The com-
mission also blamed police and unions for the
vortex of violence that saw 10 people killed,
including police and security guards hacked to
death, before miners were slain in a hail of bul-
lets. It found allegations that Deputy President
Cyril Ramaphosa had used his influence to trig-
ger the police action were “groundless”.
Ramaphosa, seen as the potential successor to
Zuma, was a non-executive director at Lonmin
during the violence, which was rooted in a turf
war between rival unions.  —Reuters

By Zandi Shabalala
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Life in bomb shelter: Ukrainian coking plant trapped

By Hamada Elrasam

In Egypt, the years of turmoil following its
2011 uprising have seen revolutionary
graffiti fade away as the country slowly

tries to move on, but hidden scars remain for
children who grew up during the chaos and
lost loved ones. The grief touches children of
all kinds in this country, cutting across
Christian and Muslim families, the sons of the
outlawed Muslim Brotherhood group to the
daughters of police officers and soldiers. 

And how they process the sorrow varies
widely. “Kids have different understandings
for what they experience, and they are psy-
chologically affected by different things than
adults,” says psychiatrist Eman Gaber, who
leads a rehabilitation program for trauma-
tized children. “When a child loses a parent, a
relative, a friend or a person he likes or knows,
maybe he wants the killer or killers to feel the
loss he feels.  “The pain doesn’t come to the
person who is dead, but to the ones that are
still alive.” 

Gaber says there are no statistics about
how many children suffered trauma in
Egypt’s recent unrest, though it’s “still hard
not to be exposed to any violence,” whether
that was rioting in their neighborhood or
images seen on television or the Internet. For
13-year-old Adham Ehab Anwar, whose
policeman father was shot to death in an
attack on his station after the bloody security
force breakup of Islamist sit-ins in Cairo in
2013, the idea of joining the military brings
solace. Holding a wrench before a portrait of
his late father, Adham says he wants to invent
“anti-terrorism devices.”

Two Coptic Christian children, 10-year-old
Abanoub Samaan Nazmy and 9-year-old
Youstina Malak Rasmy, lost their fathers to
suspected military snipers as they protested
in March 2011 over the burning of a church.
Abanoub, turning a toy pistol over in his
hands, wants justice: “I want to be a police
officer to avenge my father.” For Youstina, art
helps deal with her grief. “I’d like to be a
painter like him, because I love his paintings
and to meet him in heaven,” she says.

Jihad Abdo Elmasry, 12, also wants to join
the security forces after watching her father,

who was selling stone-carved figurines, get
badly beaten at Tahrir Square in August 2013
over offering pro government views. “I dream
to be a police officer and to inspect women
in veils” Jihad says, as some believe Islamists
at the time hid weapons in women’s loose-fit-
ting niqabs to avoid detection.  Jana Amr
Elbana, a 5-year-old girl whose father sup-
ported the Muslim Brotherhood and was
shot to death protesting in 2014, finds no sol-

ace at school. She says her teachers beat stu-
dents at school for not doing their work.

She wants to manage a school, “because
the teacher beats the kids and the manager
beats the teacher.” But it isn’t just the young
who remain haunted. For liberal Salah Gaber,
49, who is not related to the psychiatrist, he
misses his son, who was killed by security
forces in November 2012 near Tahrir Square.
His son once spent hours on a computer his

father bought him looking online at “see how
other boys his age in the world have rights,
good education, good hospitals and job
opportunities,” Gaber said. “If he came back to
life, I would support him if he went to the
street again,” his father said, sitting near a por-
trait of yet another lost. Here are a series of
images by Cairo photographer Hamada
Elrasam showing the collective grief felt by
many Egyptians after years of turmoil. —AP

Years of revolt, turmoil haunt Egypt’s children

SOUTH GIZA: Jana Amr Elbana, a 5-year-old girl whose father supported the Muslim Brotherhood and was shot to
death protesting in 2014, stands in her bedroom at her home in Badrashin, south Giza, Egypt. “Kids have different
understandings for what they experience, and they are psychologically affected by different things than adults,”
says psychiatrist Eman Gaber, who leads a rehabilitation program for traumatized children.  “The pain doesn’t come
to the person who is dead, but to the ones that are still alive.” —AP
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SYDNEY: The Otago Highlanders have received a boost with the news that flyhalf Lima
Sopoaga, who suffered a knee injury at a training camp, is set to take his place in their Super
Rugby semi-final against the New South Wales Waratahs. “He’s fine. He just twisted his knee, it’s a
wee bit of a one off,” coach Jamie Joseph told reporters in Sydney on Friday.  “It was a wee bit of
a scare for everybody, but he’s fine and he’s going to train today.” The 24-year-old, who has also

been named in an extended All Blacks squad,
had initially feared he might have to sit out

Saturday’s match against the defending
champions. “I think his body feels fine today
and, as Jamie said, it was just a bit of a scare

at the time,” added Highlanders co-captain
Ben Smith. “Sometimes you just get a few

things that you think are bad at the time, but
give them a couple of hours and they come right

and I think, for Lima, that was the case for him.”
Sopoaga has provided a spark for the Highlanders this

season, with his game management and tactical aware-
ness growing to the point where All Blacks coach Steve

Hansen said he felt a lot of the success of the side was
down to his performances. —Reuters

Highlanders breathe sigh of 
relief over Sopoaga’s knee

ASSEN: World championship leader Valentino Rossi will start on pole position at
Saturday’s Dutch MotoGP in Assen after recording the fastest time in qualifying yester-
day. The Italian, on a Yamaha, edged out Spanish duo Aleix Espargaro (Suzuki) and
Marc Marquez (Honda). Jorge Lorenzo, who has won four of seven races so far and
trails Rossi by a single point in the overall standings, could only manage eighth on the
grid here. Rossi is bidding this weekend to win at Assen for
the seventh time and break the tie for six victories he cur-
rently holds with legendary Italian compatriot
Giacomo Agostini. He had earlier been the fastest
in practice, beating the lap record set by Dani
Pedrosa on Thursday. In the Moto2 category,
world championship leader Johann Zarco of
France will start from pole ahead of Spain’s
Esteve Rabat and Britain’s Sam Lowes after
beating the lap record set by Marc
Marquez in 2012. In Moto3, Enea
Bastianini of Italy, secured pole on a
Honda. —AFP 

Motorcycling: Rossi on 
pole for Dutch MotoGPKUALA LUMPUR: The United Arab Emirates were rubber-

stamped as hosts for the expanded Asian Cup in 2019 after
signing an official agreement with the Asian Football
Confederation (AFC). The UAE previously held the event in
1996 but they will be the first to host 24 teams, up from the
16 who competed in Australia in January. The change was
made “in order to give teams from AFC’s Member
Associations more international exposure and matches,
and to help them develop football in their country”, an AFC
statement said yesterday. The desert state was unveiled in
March as the next destination for the Asian Cup, and is now
confirmed after Thursday’s signing of an Organizing
Association Agreement. Oil-rich UAE has a tough act to fol-
low after this year’s tournament in Australia set new atten-
dance records and was widely viewed on TV and social
media. The UAE were one of the most exciting teams in the
competition and they finished third after wins against
holders Japan and 2007 champions Iraq. The 2019 edition
will take place just three years before Gulf neighbors Qatar
are due to host the World Cup in 2022. —AFP

UAE rubber-stamped
as the Asian Cup host

Mets blank Brewers, end 7-game losing streak

MILWAUKEE: Jacob deGrom gave up four hits
in eight innings, and the New York Mets beat
the Milwaukee Brewers 2-0 on Thursday to
stop a seven-game losing streak, their longest
since April 2011. Wilmer Flores hit a go-ahead
double off Michael Blazek (4-2) in the sixth for
the Mets (37-37), who avoided falling two
games below .500 for the first time this year.
New York completed a 1-7 trip during which it
was outscored 31-11 and hit .177. DeGrom (8-
5) struck out seven and walked none in the
eighth straight start in which he has given up
two earned runs or fewer. Jeurys Familia
pitched a perfect ninth for his 20th save in 22
chances. New York won for just the fourth
time in its last 22 road games. The Mets are
26-11 at Citi Field but 11-26 away from home.
Mets manager Terry Collins was ejected in the
fourth after Darrell Ceciliani was caught steal-
ing at second.

GIANTS 13, PADRES 8
The San Francisco Giants hit four triples in a

game for the first time in 55 years, including a
pair by Brandon Belt in a win over the San
Diego Padres. Brandon Crawford and Matt
Duffy also tripled for San Francisco, which had
not tripled four times in a game since Sept 15,
1960, when Willie Mays hit three of them and
Eddie Bressoud had one at Philadelphia’s
Connie Mack Stadium. The Giants had not
accomplished the feat at home since Hack
Wilson and Ross Youngs had two triples each
against the Boston Braves at New York’s Polo
Grounds on June 28, 1924, according to
STATS. Chris Heston (8-5), who pitched a no-
hitter at the New York Mets on June 9, won for
the third time in four starts. James Shields (7-
2) allowed seven runs - his most since June
last year - and nine hits in four-plus innings,
his shortest outing this season.

NATIONALS 7, BRAVES 0
Doug Fister allowed four hits over seven

innings in another superb outing by a
Washington starter, and the Nationals defeat-
ed the Atlanta Braves for their sixth straight
win. Washington’s rotation has thrown a fran-
chise-record 41 1/3 consecutive scoreless
innings over its last six games, the longest
streak in the major leagues since Cleveland
starters strung together 44 1/3 shutout
innings in May 2008. Fister (3-3) made his sec-
ond start since a stint on the disabled list
caused by right forearm tightness. He struck
out four and walked one, and Blake Treinen
finished the Nationals’ eighth shutout with a
two-hit ninth. Braves right fielder Nick
Markakis’ streak of 398 games with an error, a
record for non-pitchers, ended when he bob-
bled Denard Span’s first-inning single. Matt
Wisler (1-1) allowed six runs - four earned -
and nine hits in four innings.

ASTROS 4, YANKEES 0
Dallas Keuchel pitched a six-hitter and

struck out a career-high 12 in his second
shutout in less than a month to lead the
Houston Astros past the New York Yankees.
Keuchel (9-3) walked one while topping his
previous best of 11 strikeouts in a shutout
over the White Sox on May 30. Jose Altuve
had three hits and scored three times. Evan
Gattis had an RBI single in the sixth and an RBI
double in the eighth. Adam Warren (5-5)
allowed three runs and five hits in 5 2/3
innings for the Yankees.

WHITE SOX 8, TIGERS 7, 10 innings
Carlos Sanchez hit a three-run triple off

Joba Chamberlain in the 10th inning, and the
Chicago White Sox held on to beat the Detroit

Tigers. With the score 5-all, Chamberlain (0-2)
walked Melky Cabrera with one out, hit Avisail
Garcia with a pitch and then allowed pinch-
hitter J.B. Shuck’s two-out infield single to
shortstop. Sanchez tripled past first baseman
Miguel Cabrera and all the way to the right-
field wall on a 1-2 pitch, putting Chicago
ahead 8-5. David Robertson gave up a two-
run single to Bryan Holaday with one out in
the bottom half, then retired Ian Kinsler on a
flyout and, with runners on first and second,
intentionally walked Miguel Cabrera to load
the bases. Zach Duke (3-2) pitched a scoreless
inning for the win, and Adam Eaton homered
for Chicago. Kinsler and JD Martinez hit two-
run homers for Detroit.

ORIOLES 8, RED SOX 6
Matt Wieters hit a two-run homer during a

six-run fourth inning that carried the
Baltimore Orioles over the Boston Red Sox. JJ
Hardy added a two-run double against rook-
ie left-hander Eduardo Rodriguez (3-2), who
lasted just 3 2-3 innings. Steve Pearce had
three hits for Baltimore, which took two of
three in the series and bounced back after
Wednesday’s loss to beat Boston for the sev-
enth time in eight games. Alejandro De Aza
hit a three-run homer for the Red Sox.
Miguel Gonzalez (6-4), activated before the
game following a stint on the disabled list
with a strained right groin, allowed four runs
and eight hits in five-plus innings.

ATHLETICS 6, RANGERS 3
Sonny Gray won his fifth consecutive start

at Texas, Josh Reddick drove in three runs
and the Oakland Athletics completed a
three-game series sweep of the Rangers.
Gray (9-3) struck out seven and walked one
over six innings, improving to 5-0 with a 0.96

ERA in his five road starts against the
Rangers. Tyler Clippard worked a perfect
ninth for his 13th save in 15 chances for
Oakland, which has won nine of its past 11
games. The Rangers have lost five in a row
for the first time under new manager Jeff
Banister. Keone Kela (4-5) got the first two
outs of the seventh before consecutive sin-
gles and giving way to Sam Freeman, who
failed to retire any of the three batters he
faced. Mitch Moreland had three hits for
Texas, including his ninth homer leading off
the fourth and an RBI single the following
inning.

DODGERS 4, CUBS 0
Jon Lester’s winless streak stretched to

seven starts when he lasted four innings in
his shortest outing in more than three years,
and the Los Angeles Dodgers beat the
Chicago Cubs for a four-game split. Signed to
a $155 million, six-year contract, Lester (4-6)
allowed four runs, four hits and four walks,
while striking out five. He is 0-4 with a 4.43
ERA since beating Pittsburgh on May 16.
Carlos Frias (5-5) combined with four reliev-
ers on an eight-hitter. Jimmy Rollins had two
hits, an RBI and run scored for the NL West-
leading Dodgers, who won the final two
games of the series.

ROCKIES 6, DIAMONDBACKS 4
Troy Tulowitzki started a five-run eighth

inning with his first career pinch-hit home
run, and the Colorado Rockies rallied to beat
the Arizona Diamondbacks. Colorado also
overcame the loss of its starter, Jorge De La
Rosa, because of a small cut on the middle
finger of his left (pitching) hand. The
Diamondbacks scored two runs in the ninth
and had the tying run at the plate when John

Axford struck out Yasmany Tomas for the
final out, notching his 13th save. Justin Miller
(1-0) got the win in relief. Tulowitzki drove a
1-0 pitch from Daniel Hudson (2-3) beyond
the center-field wall into the Rockies’ bullpen
for his eighth homer of the season.

CARDINALS 5, MARLINS 1
Lance Lynn came off the disabled list to

pitch six shutout innings in his first outing
since June 7, and the St Louis Cardinals com-
pleted a three-game sweep. Lynn (5-4), who
had been sidelined with a strained forearm,
allowed only two hits and lowered his ERA to
2.84. Backup infielder Pete Kozma, who came
into the game hitless in his past 21 at-bats,
singled three times, scored twice and drove
in a run for his second RBI this year. The
sweep was the first for the Cardinals in Miami
since Aug. 4-7, 2011. St Louis (48-24) moved
a season-high 24 games above .500, while
Miami (30-44) fell a season-worst 14 games
under .500. Miami’s Adeiny Hechavarria
homered with two outs in the ninth to avert
a shutout. Dan Haren (6-5) allowed four runs
in six-plus innings.

REDS 5, PIRATES 4, 13 innings
Brandon Phillips led off the top of the

13th inning with his fourth homer of the sea-
son to lift the Cincinnati Reds over the
Pittsburgh Pirates. Phillips, who sat out
Wednesday night’s game due to a thumb
injury, jumped on a fastball from Rob Scahill
(2-4), leading the Reds past the Pirates for
the seventh time in nine meetings. Phillips
had three of Cincinnati’s season-high 17 hits.
Todd Frazier added three hits, including a
game-tying homer in the seventh. Pedro
Villarreal (1-2) worked two scoreless innings
for his first major league win. —AP

American League
Eastern Division

W L PCT GB      
Tampa Bay 41 33 .554 -       
NY Yankees 39 34 .534 1.5   
Baltimore 38 34 .528 2       
Toronto 39 35 .527 2       
Boston 32 42 .432 9       

Central Division
Kansas City 41 28 .594 -       
Minnesota 39 33 .542 3.5   
Detroit 37 36 .507 6       
Cleveland 33 38 .465 9       
Chicago White Sox 32 40 .444 10.5  

Western Division
Houston 43 32 .573 -       
LA Angels 37 36 .507 5       
Texas 37 36 .507 5       
Oakland 34 41 .453 9       
Seattle 33 40 .452 9       

National League
Eastern Division

Washington 40 33 .548 -       
NY Mets 37 37 .500 3.5   
Atlanta 35 38 .479 5       
Miami 30 44 .405 10.5  
Philadelphia 26 48 .351 14.5  

Central Division
St. Louis 48 24 .667 -       
Pittsburgh 40 32 .556 8       
Chicago Cubs 39 32 .549 8.5   
Cincinnati 34 37 .479 13.5  
Milwaukee 27 47 .365 22

Western Division
LA Dodgers 41 33 .554 -       
San Francisco 40 34 .541 1       
Arizona 35 37 .486 5       
San Diego 35 40 .467 6.5   
Colorado 32 40 .444 8    

MLB results/standings

Chicago White Sox 8, Detroit 7 (10 Innings); Baltimore 8, Boston 6; Oakland 6, Texas 3; NY Mets
2, Milwaukee 0; LA Dodgers 4, Chicago Cubs 0; Colorado 6, Arizona 4; San Francisco 13, San
Diego 8; Washington 7, Atlanta 0; Cincinnati 5, Pittsburgh 4 (13 innings); St. Louis 5, Miami 1;
Houston 4, NY Yankees 0.

HOUSTON: Houston Astros third baseman Luis Valbuena dives for a base hit by New York Yankees’ Carlos Beltran during the ninth inning of a baseball game on Thursday, June 25, 2015. The Astros won 4-0. —AP

DENVER: Catcher Michael McKenry #8 of the Colorado Rockies collides with third baseman Nolan Arenado #28 after making
a catch in foul territory for the third out of the sixth inning against the Arizona Diamondbacks at Coors Field on June 25,
2015. The Rockies defeated the Diamondbacks 6-4. —AFP 
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TOKYO: Japan has appointed its first Olympics
minister, naming a veteran politician to a cabi-
net post created just last month to guide the
country through preparations for the 2020
Summer Games - and a host of thorny issues.
Though Tokyo won the games largely due to its
organizational prowess, the last year has seen
the rolling back of bid promises of a cosy, down-
town event, ballooning construction costs and
messy arguments between Tokyo and the
national government over the tab for the new
National Stadium.

Taking the post is Toshiaki Endo, 65, a law-
maker of 22 years who has worked on sports
policy,  been a senior vice minister in the
Education Ministry and plays rugby. “The prime
minister told me to keep in close contact with
all the appropriate cabinet ministers, as well as
the Tokyo government, and work hard,” Endo
told reporters after meeting with Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe. One of Endo’s first tasks is likely to
be a decision on the final design for the
National Stadium, currently the centre of a
firestorm over its ballooning costs and what
critics say is a general lack of fit with its site in
downtown Tokyo, where the now-demolished
stadium used for the 1964 Olympics stood.

Designed by Zaha Hadid, who planned the
aquatics centre for the 2012 London Olympics,

plans for the massive, futuristic stadium were
chosen in an international contest by a commit-
tee led by noted Japanese architect Tadao
Ando. “He wanted the stadium to be something
that would show off Japanese skills to the
world, so he chose an extremely difficult design
that has ultimately increased costs and con-
struction time,” said Hitoshi Sakai, head of the
Institute for Social Engineering think tank and a
veteran of Tokyo’s failed bid for the 2016
Olympics.

The stadium price was 130 billion yen ($1.1
billion) in Tokyo’s bid documents but estimates
soared to 300 billion yen last year, prompting
officials to scale back the design. Media reports
this week say that if Japan sticks close to this, as
it appears set to do, it will cost at least 252 bil-
lion yen. “I think building something that would
have made use of the old stadium, with modern
functions, would have been good,” Sakai added,
noting that both Sydney and London scaled
back on the original plans for their stadiums.
“Having this problem emerge when the old sta-
dium has already been demolished down to the
ground is really a shame.” An integral part of
Hadid’s design is two massive arches that run
the length of the stadium and anchor the
design. Critics say much of the cost overrun
comes from these.

An alternate plan submitted two weeks ago
from a group headed by Pritzger Prize-winning
architect Fumihiko Maki would abandon the
arches for a doughnut-shaped, mostly roofless
stadium for roughly 162 billion yen. “It’s not at all
epoch-making, just the kind of construction that
could be done anywhere,” Maki said. But an
Education Ministry official said this design lacked
details and was “unrealistic”. Other officials have
said ditching Hadid’s design would damage
Japan’s reputation and could lead to lawsuits.
“When last year’s estimate came in at 300 billion
yen, there was a huge rush to cut costs, making it
an entirely different stadium,” said Munehiko
Harada, a professor at Tokyo’s Waseda University.

“I think at that point a lot of people said, just
hold on there.” The new minister will also have to
smooth things over between Tokyo and the
national government after Tokyo mayor Yoichi
Masuzoe rebelled at being ask to foot some 50
billion yen of the stadium bill without knowing
details about construction. Masuzoe has recently
said he is waiting for a final decision on the stadi-
um before making any more comments. “That he
objects to having Tokyo pay for it, I can under-
stand, since he wasn’t part of the decision,” Sakai
said. “But he and the government need to coop-
erate and they need to decide things quickly,
otherwise it’s ridiculous.”  —Reuters

Japan’s Endo faces finance, 
feuding and stadium fuss 

Soaring costs major issue for Olympic organizers

TOKYO: Japan’s Prime Minister Shinzo Abe (right) poses with newly-appoint-
ed Olympics Minister Toshiaki Endo after Abe appointed him as the first
minister for the 2020 summer Olympic Games, at Abe’s official residence in
Tokyo.  —AFP

SONOMA: Baseball history was made in
Northern California when the sport’s first
active professional player to come out as
gay pitched a shutout before an enthusias-
tic crowd that seemed more impressed
with his performance than his role as a pio-
neer.  Sean Conroy, 23, led the Sonoma
Stompers to a 7-0 victory Thursday night
during his first start with the 22-man team
that is part of the independent Pacific
Association of Baseball Clubs. The right
hander struck-out 11 players and allowed
three hits over nine innings.  

“He wanted to be that guy, and coming
out here and doing this shows you what
kind of man he is,” Tim Livingston, the
team’s radio broadcaster, said after a
ground ball ended the game and Conroy’s
teammates jogged over to hug him. “To see
this l ittle field here in the middle of
nowhere, when we look back it will have
been the perfect setting for this.” The
atmosphere at Arnold Field, the Stompers’
370 seat home field, was low-key, with no
obvious signs it was a historic game or
even gay pride night at the ballpark -
except for the rainbow-striped socks and
arm warmers some players - but not
Conroy - wore.  

The Stompers did not make a special
announcement or call attention to the
milestone so Conroy could focus on his
pitching, General Manager Theo
Fightmaster said.  When the starting lineup
was announced, however, Conroy got the
loudest cheer.  “We’ve had gay people here
forever, it’s not like it’s a big deal,” said Barry
Bosshard, who along with his wife, Laura, is
putting up Conroy and another player at
their home during the Stompers’ 78-game
season. “But it’s major pressure on him
because he’s never really broadcast it and
he is a very humble, private person.”

The Stompers recruited the upstate New
York native out of college in May.
Fightmaster says Conroy privately shared
his sexual orientation with teammates and
management before agreeing to come out
publicly in time for the team’s home field
gay pride night.  “His goal has always been
to be the first openly gay baseball player,
so he was very much in favor of telling the
story, of carrying that torch,” he said. Nancy
Dito, 67, attended the game with 25 friends
from a local group for LGBT seniors and was
one of three fans picked to throw out a first
pitch. “It’s great they cheered for him,” Dito
said of the warm reception for Conroy. “I
think it’s courageous and wonderful he’s

doing this.”
Major League Baseball historian John

Thorn confirmed that Conroy is the first
active professional to come out as gay.
Glenn Burke, an outfielder for the A’s and
Dodgers, and Billy Bean, a utility player
with the Tigers, Dodgers and Padres, came
out after they retired.  “While this pitcher
who was unknown to me before your call
may not be a prospect for Major League
Baseball,  he certainly deserves our
applause,” Thorn said.  Conroy, who had
earned four saves as a closer for the
Stompers before taking the mound as a
starter for the first time, said he told his
family he was gay at age 16 and been open
with his high school, summer league and
college teams. It would have been strange
not to do the same once he moved across
the country and started making friends on
the team in Sonoma, he said.  As far as
coming out publicly, Conroy said he saw it
as a way to help his team and to set an
example for other players.

“It’s not that I wanted it to go public, but
I didn’t care if it was open information. It’s
who I am,” he said. “I am definitely surprised
that no one else has been openly gay in
baseball yet.” Conroy says he hopes to catch
the eye of a big league scout but hasn’t
focused on much beyond this season. The
life of a Stomper is certainly a far cry from
the majors. Players live with host families
during the June-to-August season, earn
$650 a month on average and supply their
own cleats, batting gloves and elbow
guards. Bean, who serves as Major League
Baseball’s ambassador of inclusion, said
none of that diminishes his contribution to
professional sports. “It doesn’t matter if he
pitches in the big leagues or not, he’s going
to become a leader (tonight) in many ways,”
Bean said.

Conroy’s history-making start came at a
watershed moment for gay rights, with the
US Supreme Court scheduled to rule any
day now on whether to make same-sex mar-
riage legal across the nation. Mark Vogler,
50, co-owner of a local company that spon-
sors LGBT tours and events in wine country,
marveled from behind a fence not far from
the catcher as he watched Conroy throw
some of what turn out to be 140 pitches.
Vogler grew up in another part of Sonoma
County and left as soon as he could because
the anti-gay hostility was so high. “To see
Sean walk out and not get booed and have
his teammates support him, its heartwarm-
ing,” he said. —AP

Baseball squad 
makes history 

First openly gay pro

SONOMA: Sonoma Stompers pitcher Sean Conroy (bottom) stretches during practice at Arnold Field, in Sonoma, Calif. Conroy,
23, of Clifton Park, NY, is the first openly gay player to enter the professional baseball ranks, according to the Stompers.  —AP

Brumbies to
appeal Speight

ban for 
dangerous tackle 
SYDNEY: The ACT Brumbies have
appealed the five-week ban given to
winger Henry Speight for a dangerous
tackle, but the hearing will not take
place until after the Super Rugby
semi-finals. Speight was sent off last
week for slamming Stormers centre
Juan de Jongh head-first into the
ground in his side’s 39-19 playoffs vic-
tory in Cape Town and subsequently
banned on Wednesday for five weeks
for the incident. Ruling body SANZAR,
however, said yesterday they had
received notice the Brumbies would
appeal the ban. The appeal hearing
would take place on June 30. The
Brumbies play the Hurricanes in
Wellington today in the first of Super
Rugby’s semi-finals, though a SANZAR
spokesman said that Speight would
not be able to play as the initial ruling
was still in force. —Reuters

CAPE TOWN: Dillyn Leyds (right) of the Stormers dives forward during a the
Super XV qualifier clash between the Western Stormers and ACT Brumbies
at Newlands in Cape Town, South Africa. —AFP 

WELLINGTON: The Wellington Hurricanes have not
stumbled upon a magic formula this season and
their success is built on hard work put in over the
last few years by a maturing playing group, accord-
ing to their coach and captain. The Hurricanes host
Australia’s ACT Brumbies in the Super Rugby semi-
final at Wellington Regional Stadium today after fin-
ishing top of the standings.

It is the first semi-final the Wellington-based side
have hosted since 2006, creating an expected sell
out, and their first appearance in the playoffs since
2009. “I don’t think there’s a silver bullet and there’s
not one answer,” coach Chris Boyd told reporters of
their success. “There are a whole lot of bits and
pieces that has got the chemistry right.” The pro-
gression of players such as new All Black Nehe
Milner-Skudder from the wider training group and
the experience gained through seasons of Super
Rugby had also played a part, Boyd said. Captain
Conrad Smith, who will play his last game for the
Hurricanes on Saturday if his side lose, felt the
team’s success had been down to the work done
over the last few years.

“It’s particularly pleasing the results this year but
a lot was put in place two or three years ago,” Smith
said. “A lot of the team have been together for that
long.” Smith expressed his admiration for the

Brumbies, whose simple, territory-dominated game
plan has led them to at least the semi-finals in each
of the last three years. “I was confident they would
beat the Stormers over there,” he said of the
Australian side’s 39-19 victory in Cape Town last
week. “I rate them very highly and I was surprised
that they finished sixth.” Smith’s admiration is well
founded. The Brumbies destroyed the Stormers,
who were without bruising loose forwards Schalk
Burger and Duane Vermeulen, and that perform-
ance should be a warning to Hurricanes fans.

The South African side, led by Burger, Vermeulen
and lock Eben Etzebeth, had come close to beating
the Hurricanes in Wellington with a close quarters,
physical game that forced them into making 186
tackles. The Hurricanes lost just twice this season, to
the NSW Waratahs and Crusaders, with both teams
dominating the contact area and shutting down the
Hurricanes’ attacking options with superb speed off
the defensive line, something that has been noticed
by the Brumbies. “The biggest thing is look at how
they defended them and the Waratahs had a lot of
great line speed,” prop Scott Sio told the Canberra
Times. “With the Hurricanes having so many attack-
ing weapons ...  you can’t give them the time and
space to create those opportunities. “We know how
big defense is going to be in this game.” —Reuters

No silver bullet for Hurricanes, 
success a matter of time, effort
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LONDON: Twelve months on from making the
most bizarre of exits from Wimbledon, drama
queen Serena Williams will be back at the All
England Club next week eager to complete the
“Serena Slam”.  As the holder of the US,
Austral ian and French Open tit les,  the
American is seven wins away from holding all
four majors at the same time-a feat she last
achieved as a 21-year-old. A dozen years later,
the 33-year-old is ready and primed to trample
over anyone who dares to stand in the way of
another clean sweep.

“I would never have expected at this time in
my career to win three grand slams in a row.
This for me is unbelievable,” the world number
one said after winning her 20th major at Roland
Garros. “I’m really excited ... I’ve got a Serena
Slam and I’m close to another.” To achieve that,
however, she needs to avoid the kind of drama
witnessed in her last appearance at Wimbledon
or even at the French Open this month. Twelve
months ago a dizzy and disorientated Williams
cut a sorry figure as she walked off the hal-
lowed turf in tears after serving a whole game
of double faults in a doubles match. It was a

case of deju vu at this year’s French Open when
a clearly out-of-sorts Williams again struggled
to stay on her feet during her semi-final against
Timea Bacsinszky.

While her desire to win at all costs allowed
the American to keep alive her dreams of com-
pleting a non-calendar grand slam, tennis great
Chris Evert believes Williams cannot afford such
slips-ups at Wimbledon, where the slick surface
can be unforgiving. “When she is at her best she
is better than anybody else. But at the same
time we’ve seen some hiccups and we’ve seen
some drama, like at the French Open,” Evert
told a teleconference organized by ESPN. “She
can’t afford to have any more drama like at the
French Open. It wouldn’t surprise me if she
won. At the same time it wouldn’t surprise me
either if she had a bad loss.”

BAD LOSSES
Two of those bad losses came at Wimbledon

over the past two years-to Sabine Lisicki in the
fourth round in 2013 and Alize Cornet in the
third round 12 months later. “At Wimbledon the
monkey is on my back because I have not done

well there in a couple of years. Considering
how well I have done there for so many years, I
now consistently do terrible there so that is the
one I really want to do well in,” said Williams,
who captured the last of her five Wimbledon
titles in 2012.

With only Steffi Graf (22) and Margaret
Court (24) ahead of her in the list of all-time
slam winners, Williams knows that she has
only limited time left to climb on top of that
list.  “She’s chasing history in terms of her
grand slam titles.  She’s going for a Grand
Slam, which is obviously so rare,” said John
McEnroe. “That should be significant motiva-
tion.” With so much focus on Williams, it is easy
to forget that 127 of the world’s fittest women
athletes will be out to try and steal the spot-
light from the American. Chief among them
will be holder Petra Kvitova and five-times
grand slam champion Maria Sharapova. With
all of the main contenders opting not to play
competitively during the extended three-
week build-up to the grasscourt major, it will
be battle on when Wimbledon swings open its
gates on Monday. — Reuters

Williams must avoid drama 
to complete ‘Serena Slam’

GOTHENBURG: Briton Ian Walker aims to complete
a rare Volvo Ocean Race double today in the final in-
port race of the 10-part series. Walker’s Abu Dhabi
Ocean Racing have already claimed the overall, off-
shore trophy, the main event of the nine-month,
38,739-nautical mile (nm) offshore marathon, in
Gothenburg on Monday. His team are also six points
ahead in the in-port series that has been held in the
10 ports hosting the triennial event since it started
in Alicante, Spain, on October 4 last year.  Anything
other than a failure to finish or last place in the sev-
en-strong fleet coupled with a victory for closest
rivals,  Team Brunel (Netherlands), in today ’s
Gothenburg race will see the Emirati-backed crew
over the line as in-port champions. Brunel were also
second to Abu Dhabi in the offshore race. The off-
shore and in-port double is not unique in Volvo
Ocean Race history Mike Sanderson’s ABN AMRO
ONE achieved it in 2005-06 — but victory would be
another major feather in the cap for a region which
only entered the 41-year-old event for the first time
in 2011-12 under the Abu Dhabi flag. Walker, 45,
typically, was taking nothing for granted in the nine-
month race’s final press conference yesterday. “We
try to win everything we do,” he said. “Basically, we
just have to make sure we don’t finish last. “But it’s a
pretty tight race course and there’s plenty of trouble
out there if you’re not careful.”

Team Brunel skipper Bouwe Bekking, 52, could
be forgiven for being sick of the sight of Abu Dhabi
Ocean Racing’s stern after trying to catch it over
38,739 nautical miles and nine offshore legs.
However, he has not totally given up hope of an
upset result that will rely on his opponents slipping
up uncharacteristically badly. “We will fight for it and
we still have a slight chance,” he told reporters. “It
would certainly be nice to win that trophy.” The race,
which concludes the triennial event, will also resolve
some unfinished business in the overall competition
as a tie-breaker. Team Alvimedica’s ninth leg win in
Gothenburg from Lorient, via a pit-stop in The
Hague last week, drew them level with MAPFRE
(Spain) on 34 points in joint fourth place overall.

The American/Turkish team of Charlie Enright
currently stand two points ahead of the Spanish
crew but that advantage could easily be swept away
on a tight, challenging Gothenburg course. Team
SCA (Britain),  currently fourth behind Team
Alvimedica, and, less likely, sixth-placed Dongfeng
Race Team (China), also have outside chances of
top-three podium in-port series places if results go
their way. The action will start at 1400 local time
(1200 GMT) and so far the forecasters are predicting
strong enough winds to offer the prospect of a fit-
ting finale to a memorable and extraordinarily close-
run event all round.— AFP 

Walker on verge of rare Volvo Ocean Race ‘double’

GOTHENBURG: Team MAPFRE skippered by Xabi Fernandez of Spain arrive in Gothenburg at the end
of Leg 9 of the Volvo Ocean Race from Lorient to Gothenburg in west Sweden. The Volvo Ocean Race
2014-15 is the 12th running of this ocean marathon. — AFP 

Combination of file photos shows Serena Williams holding the trophies after winning the women’s singles finals of the tennis tournaments. — AP 

Qualified privilege for 
Wimbledon hopefuls

LONDON: Melzer beat Melzer, Zhang faced
Zhang, a 44-year-old Japanese returned to a
tournament she first played in 1989 while a
British girl broke down in floods of tears mid-
match. And Wimbledon hasn’t even started yet.
A stone’s throw away from the All England Club,
where the third Grand Slam  of the year gets
underway on Monday, is the Bank of England
Sports Centre. It’s where tennis’s has-beens,
wannabes and probably never-will-bes battle
over four days for a place in the main draw at
Wimbledon, desperate to get through three gru-
eling rounds of qualifying.

In the men’s, 128 players went in search of 16
places in the draw while there were 12 spots on
offer for the 96 women who started out on the
lawns of Roehampton. A place in the first round
proper guarantees at least £29,000 (40,800
euros), a lifeline for some players who spend
their careers in the sport’s outposts and on the
breadline. This week’s action saw former world
number eight Jurgen Melzer take on his own
brother Gerald in the opening round. It was 34-
year-old former French Open semi-finalist and
men’s doubles champion Jurgen who came out
on top, 6-1, 6-4.

“It’s the worst feeling,” said Jurgen, after his
47-minute win over his 24-year-old, world num-
ber 169 brother. “My coach was joking about it
(before the draw). I hope it never happens
again.” Melzer senior went out in the next round.
In her fourth decade on tour, 44-year-old Kimiko
Date-Krumm, a semi-finalist in 1996, attempted
to qualify, 26 years after her maiden appearance

at the All England Club. But Date-Krumm’s
return was over on the first day thanks to a first-
round loss to Olga Govortsova of Belarus who
hadn’t even celebrated her first birthday when
the Japanese player first pitched up in London
in 1989.

Maria Sharapova would have been happy to
see Alla Kudryavtseva and Michelle Larcher de
Brito fail to make it through. Russian compatriot
Kudryavtseva knocked the 2004 champion out
of the 2008 edition while Portugal’s Larcher de
Brito, ranked 131 at the time, sent her packing in
2013 in the second round. Kudryavtseva lost to
Zhaoxuan Yang, one of seven Chinese women to
start the qualifying round. One was already
guaranteed a spot in the second round after
Shuai Zhang beat Kai-Ling Zhang.

Britain’s world number 272 Katie Dunne
probably endured the most dramatic qualifying
tournament when she wept on court after fear-
ing a default for accidentally hitting a ball at a
line judge. “I was like: ‘Oh my God.’ I dropped my
racquet. I told the umpire I didn’t mean to and
she said: ‘I know you didn’t but I have to call the
supervisors’,” Dunne told www.wimbledon.com.
“For three minutes we were sitting there waiting
to hear if I could carry on or not.” Thankfully for
Dunne, she was allowed to carry on in her first-
round tie where she defeated Ukrainian
Anhelina Kalinina. However, she was eliminated
in the next round. It was a familiar tale of home
woe for British players in men’s and women’s
qualifying where all 15 who entered failed to
make the main draw.— AFP 

LONDON: American coach Alberto Salazar is
being investigated by the US Anti-Doping
Agency (USADA) to determine if anti-doping
rules may have been violated, a source said. The
agency is seeking documents and interviewing
witnesses, the person, who is familiar with the
investigation, said. The probe has been ongoing
and began before the BBC television program
Panorama in association with American website
ProPublica made a series of allegations, the
source said. The allegations included that Salazar
had given Olympic 10,000 meters silver medalist
Galen Rupp the banned anabolic steroid testos-
terone.  Rupp is the training partner of British
double Olympic champion Mo Farah, who has
not been accused of any wrongdoing. Salazar
issued a lengthy and detailed denial of the alle-
gations on Wednesday. USADA would not com-
ment on whether an investigation was taking
place. “USADA takes all reports of doping serious-
ly and we aggressively follow up on all informa-
tion we receive in order to fulfill our oath to pro-
tect clean athletes and the integrity of competi-
tion,” it said in a statement. The Cuban-born
Salazar, who has worked as a consultant to British
Athletics for two years, wrote in an open letter
published on Wednesday: “I believe in a clean
sport and hard work and so do my athletes.

“I will never permit doping. At no time do we
use science in violation of the WADA Code. We
strictly adhere to competition and anti-doping
rules at all times. “I have not and will not condone
any athlete I train using a banned substance and
would never encourage any athlete to use a
banned substance.” Briton Farah, 32, won the
5,000 and 10,000 meters double at the 2012
London Olympics. American Rupp, 29, took the
silver medal in the 10,000. Rupp, the American

record holder at 10,000 meters and six-times
national champion, plans to defend his title at
the US world championships trials in Eugene,
Oregon, on Thursday. He has denied ever doping.

Internal review
British Athletics said the content of Salazar’s

statement would be referred to their perform-
ance oversight group for consideration in their
ongoing internal review into the relationship
between Salazar and Farah. In his point-by-
point response Salazar criticized the BBC and
ProPublica. However Stephen Engelberg, editor
in chief of ProPublica said: “Mr Salazar’s state-
ment confirms some details of our story, and
purports to contradict other things that were
not actually in the story. “We will soon be detail-
ing this, but can say now that we see nothing in
the statement that would merit a correction.”

The BBC also stood by its claims. A BBC
spokesperson said: “We are confident in our
program and that it was right to air the allega-
tions of the witnesses who appeared on it.”
Among the allegations leveled at Salazar was
that he had coached Rupp and other athletes
on ways to manipulate therapeutic use exemp-
tions (TUEs), in which athletes can use other-
wise banned medications or treatments for
medical reasons. Salazar defended Rupp and
said he had been treated for many years for
asthma and Hashimoto’s disease, a thyroid dis-
order, but under medical supervision. “Galen
takes asthma medication so he can breathe nor-
mally not so he can run better,” he said. Using
statistics to back up his claims, he stated: “I do
not push my athletes to take prescription medi-
cine that is not needed as alleged in the
BBC/ProPublica stories. — Reuters 

Recharged Djokovic to switch back on
LONDON: Defending champion Novak Djokovic’s
preparations for Wimbledon have been laid back
in the extreme. The world number one has not
played a competitive match since a gut-wrench-
ing defeat by Stanislas Wawrinka in the French
Open final at the start of the month, opting out of
the Wimbledon warmup events in what has been
an extended grasscourt swing. Djokovic even
posted a photograph of himself apparently asleep
on one of the All England Club lawns this week
but do not be deceived.

Once the Serb walks on to Centre Court on
Monday to begin his quest for a third Wimbledon
title he will flick the switch and the warrior
instincts are sure to return. Djokovic made it a
mission this year to complete his career grand
slam at Roland Garros and after back-to-back wins
against Rafa Nadal and Andy Murray in the quar-
ter-finals and semi-finals his moment seemed to
have arrived. An inspired Wawrinka slammed the
door shut though. It was a heartbreaking defeat
for Djokovic but a fortnight in the English country
garden setting of the All England Club, with some
expected warm weather too, will provide the per-
fect antedote for any lingering disappointment.

“He was very close to achieving something
that very few players have done ... he probably
needed some time away to rest and relax and get
his head right,” said Wimbledon third seed Andy
Murray. Djokovic’s most likely title rivals, Murray
and 17-times grand slam champion Roger
Federer, have been busy sharpening their grass-
court tools. Murray breezed to a fourth Queen’s
Club title while Federer’s eighth Halle crown in
Germany backed up the belief that, even at 33,
the second seed could win an eighth Wimbledon
crown to move past American Pete Sampras in
the all-time list.

Full volume
‘Murray Mania’ will pump up to full volume

over the next couple of weeks with the in-form
Briton being tipped to win his first slam since
beating Djokovic on Centre Court in 2013. He has
lost eight in a row to Djokovic since then and such
is Djokovic’s reliability that it is likely Murray will
have to solve that conundrum if he is to triumph.

“He has put himself back in the mix,” triple
Wimbledon champion John McEnroe said of the
Scot’s resurgence after a lacklustre 2014. “I think
overall he is 10 to 15 percent better and that is a
significant amount at his level.” Twice champion
Nadal will arrive under the radar. Seeded 10th
after a mediocre year, dethroned French Open
king Nadal won his first grasscourt title for five
years in Stuttgart a few days later and then lost to
Alexandr Dolgopolov at Queen’s but no one will
want to face him. “I think in certain ways it’s not
about the shots, it’s more about what’s inside his
head, how healthy he is,” said McEnroe. 

Last year’s tournament saw Grigor Dimitrov
oust defending champion Murray, Australian
trailblazer Nick Kyrgios hammered Nadal and
Milos Raonic fell to Federer in the semi-finals and
that trio will return with high expectations. The
unpredictable Kyrgios, 20, has the ‘wow’ factor to
shake up the establishment, according to fellow
Aussie Darren Cahill who once coached former
champion Lleyton Hewitt. “There are going to be
highs and lows with Nick because he’s so young
and goes for broke but he clearly l ikes the
biggest stages and that makes him dangerous,”
said Cahill.— Reuters

EUGENE: Alberto Salazar waits for the start of the men’s 10,000 meters at the US
track and field championships in Eugene, Ore. — AP 

USADA investigating if 
Salazar violated rules 

STOKE: Serbia’s Novak Djokovic in action against France’s Richard Gasquet during day three of
The Boodles tennis tournament at Stoke Park, near Stoke Poges, England. — AP 
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EDMONTON: Just over a year after taking over as coach of
Australia, Alen Stajcic has transformed the Matildas into a team of
world beaters with high hopes at the Women’s World Cup. The for-
mer Sydney FC W-League coach stepped in after his predecessor
Hesterine de Reus was sacked in April 2014 following a player
revolt.The 41-year-old managed to guide Australia to the Asian
Cup final just a month later, where they lost 1-0 to Japan. Now
better-prepared, Stajcic’s young team face that same Japanese
team in the last eight in Edmonton on Saturday looking to keep
their epic journey alive.  The Matildas became the first Australian
men’s or women’s team to win a knockout game at a World Cup
by beating 2007 runners-up Brazil 1-0.  Their progress in Canada
has been impressive after emerging from the difficult Group D
which included the United States, Sweden and Nigeria.They have
also had to juggle a hectic travel schedule-criss-crossing thou-
sands of kilometers from Winnipeg to Edmonton to Moncton and
back again to Edmonton. “We believe we can (go all the way) and
we have since the start of the tournament,” said forward Sam Kerr,
who has started all four of their games.  “Obviously beating Brazil,
one of the best teams in the world, gives you massive self belief
and brings us closer as a family,” she added.

BIT OF REVENGE 
Japan are the only team to have won all their games, but mid-

fielder Emily van Egmond believes the Australians can break
though for a first win against the fourth-ranked champions since
2010. “We’ve had a great preparation since the 12th of January,”
she said.  “We’ve been together pretty much since then, working
hard and working towards this tournament. “There’s no better

preparation that I’ve been a part of with the Matildas, it’s been
great. “They’re going to be just as up for it as we are but we’re full
of confidence heading into this game. We lost the final (in the
Asian Cup) and we’re looking for a bit of revenge.”

The Matildas have the benefit of an extra two days to prepare
for the clash, as Japan beat the Netherlands 2-1 on Tuesday.
Midfielder Elise Kellond-Knight, the player of the match in their
last two games, said they were stunned by the reaction after a vic-
tory which set social media alight. “We’ve probably always slipped
under the radar a little bit with women’s football but it’s great to
have that feeling that the country’s really supporting us.

REFOCUS
“To be on the front page of the newspapers, be on the news-

reel highlights, it’s a real sense of accomplishment and I’m proud
of the girls for putting football on the front page.” Kellond-Knight
added: “Our belief is growing. “You could see in the first game
there was a few nerves but as the tournament’s gone on the confi-
dence is growing and growing and it’s showing in our perform-
ances. I think the best is yet to come.” Stajcic said the most impor-
tant thing was to refocus the players.  “We don’t want to get ahead
of ourselves and think it’s all roses. We’ve still got a long way to go
and we’re going to do it. “With such a young team you just see so
much growth and development. They’re 21, 22-year-old kids that
just keep growing every day. “If they keep growing we can beat
anyone in the world.” The success comes less that a year after the
Football Federation Australia secured over half a million dollars in
funding from FIFA for a program to target grassroots women’s
football development.— AFP 

Australia’s Stajcic transforms
Matildas into world beaters

NEW BRUNSWICK: Australia’s head coach Alen Stajcic (center) looks at his players during a training session at the
Moncton Stadium, New Brunswick. — AFP 

OTTAWA: China captain Wu Haiyan was
only s ix  years  old when ‘ The Steel
Roses’ competed in their only Women’s
World Cup final. That time, their rivals
the United States  won a penalty
shootout to break Chinese hearts in
Pasadena’s Rose Bowl. Sixteen years on,
a new-look Chinese side will be bid-
ding to bury those painful memories
against  the “Stars  and Str ipes” in
Fr iday ’s  quar ter-f inals  at  O ttawa’s
Lansdowne Stadium.

“I didn’t watch the match at that time.
I watched replays later in life. It was an
exciting and historical moment,” said the
22-year-old defender. “I hope we can cre-
ate history too tomorrow.” That run by
China to the final inspired Wu’s team-
mate Wang Shanshan to take up football.
“I was in primary school, but I remember
watching it very well. That was when my
dream started, when China played so
well to reach the World Cup final. Sun
Wen was my favorite player and my hero
at that time,” said the 25-year-old defend-
er. It was also the last time the United
States won the title, having also lifted the
inaugural trophy in 1991 in China.

The second-ranked Americans are rat-
ed 14 places above their opponents and
the Chinese have additional motivation,
having also lost out on gold to the USA
at the 1996 Olympics. China coach Hao
Wei, back on the sidelines after being
banished to the stands for their last-16
win over Cameroon, had more practical
things than revenge on his mind. “What’s
past is past. We’re looking forward to
tomorrow’s match. We’ve prepared for
everything including extra time and a
penalty shootout,” he told the pre-match
press conference. “I  don’t think it ’s

vengeance or anything like that. It’s just a
match we have to approach in our usual
mindset. “We haven’t played the US for a
long time on such a scale. “If we put on a
good performance this will be a boost
for the sport in China.”

Evergreen Rampone
The Americans will be without two of

their key players-Megan Rapinoe and
Lauren Holiday-through suspension. But
US captain Christie Rampone, the only
survivor from the 1999 final, is still play-
ing for the United States at age 40.
Rampone, capped 307 times, remained
on the bench during that match in
Pasadena. She could also start on the
bench on Friday while, if she scores,
Abby Wambach would join Brazil’s Marta
as the record all-time World Cup goal
scorer. “I think she (Wambach) would be
ready to go for 90 minutes if asked,” said
US coach Jill Ellis. “It’s about selecting the
right tools that we feel will be beneficial
in this match.”

“China, they don’t give much away.
They are a very organized team, proba-
bly one of the best-organized teams in
the tournament. “They make it very, very
hard for you to break down. China always
have players on their team who are very
technical and very disciplined. “This is
obviously a younger team then was on
the field in ‘99. China have gone through
a resurgence. They were very prominent
for a long time. They have worked hard
to re-establish themselves on the world
stage. “It’s a young team, a hungry team,
an organized team, a lot of similarities
(with us) in what they want. They are
going to be a very good opponent as
they were in 1999.”— AFP 

China’s Wu Haiyan

MONTREAL: France coach Philippe Bergeroo could be
preparing his side for a military campaign as they take on
top-ranked Germany in the quarter-finals of the Women’s
World Cup yesterday. “They need to be ready for physical
combat, they need to be focused on detail and to have no
regrets at the end,” said Bergeroo at the team’s pre-match
press conference. “A steamroller, it’s true Germany will
exert huge physical pressure. We have other qualities but
in the first 20 minutes we’ll have to be very present in the
duels,” he continued. “We’re playing against the team that
is classed first in FIFA so we are the outsiders but we have
a lot of ambition for that game.”

France will be bidding to pull off the greatest exploits
in their history in Montreal’s domed Olympic Stadium. If
the French want to l if t  their f irst t it le on July 5 in
Vancouver they have to beat the best and Germany are
the best. Champions in 2003 and 2007, eight-time
European champions, Silvia Neid’s side have what it takes

to scare ‘les Bleues’ and have for a long time. “I remember
when I was 17 years old. You lost 3-0, didn’t get a touch
on the ball and returned home. They were really physi-
cally a class above the rest,” recalled forward Eugenie Le
Sommer.

But today, despite having never won an official match
against their “best enemies,” as defender Griedge Mbock
Bathy terms the Germans, France believe they are
equals. “Germany doesn’t scare us any more,” said Le
Sommer. Goalkeeper Sarah Bouhaddi goes even further:
“There is no feeling of inferiority. Very sincerely I think
that we are better.” Germany have scored 19 goals in
four games-albeit 10 of those came against African min-
nows Ivor y Coast-and have not lost a game so far
although they were pushed to a 1-1 draw by former
champions Norway.

France by contrast have won three games but were
shocked 2-0 by Colombia in their second group match.

And Bouhaddi will have her work cut out faced with a
strike force duo of Celia Sasic and Anja Mittag, who have
scored five each so far. “They have a cabinet full of tro-
phies and we’ve nothing. The balance of power is quickly
summed up. As it stands we have two draws and a win,”
said Mbock Bathy. But captain Wendie Renard was quick
to point out a 2-0 friendly win in Offenbach does not com-
pare to the world stage.”We’re off to a good start but we
have to make it gel now, it’s one thing to win friendly
games but this is a different context.”

‘Who says Germany’s better?’
“Who says Germany are better than France?” said a sur-

prised Neid when asked about her side’s status as
favorites. “I did not say that, it will on depend how the
team is on the given day whether we are better than
France.” And Neid admitted that the German side that beat
Brazil in the 2007 final would not win the title in 2015.

“Women’s soccer has made quite a development since, the
team from 2007 would not win today and even second or
third place wouldn’t get that place today. “Players play
harder, are more skilled and better trained, games are
faster. We have followed this trend in women’s soccer and
now have these skills.” 

France have the advantage of having played their last
16 victory over South Korea in Montreal while for the
Germans it will their first time in the roofed Olympic
Stadium.  The French can also count on support from the
crowd in the largely French-speaking city. “It’s a different
feeling, we don’t have this in Germany that you play inside
in the summer,” said Neid.  “I’m surprised a roof like this
can’t be opened in the summer. It will be different for us.
“We also know the French fans will be there in force, they
will be singing, they will be very loud, we cannot be dis-
tracted by that. “We just have to play our game hoping we
manage to score an early goal.”— AFP 

Failure of England’s
U21s sparks debate

LONDON: Another tournament exit and another
inquest, the failure of England’s under 21s has
prompted a familiar debate focusing on the power
of Premier League clubs, the inflated wages of
pampered players and a lack of conviction from the
FA. The battle lines were swiftly drawn after
England’s aspiring talent fell at the first hurdle of
the European Championship, prompting some
familiar soul searching as to why English players
struggle at major tournaments. Former England
great Gary Lineker blasted the English Football
Association’s approach to the tournament as “exas-
peratingly amateurish” as a host of established top
Premier League players were left behind.

Among England’s 23-man squad only five play-
ers-Carl Jenkinson, John Stones, James Ward-
Prowse, Harry Kane and Danny Ings-were Premier
League regulars last season. The decision to spare
Liverpool forward Raheem Sterling, Everton mid-
fielder Ross Barkley, Arsenal midfielders Alex
Oxlade-Chamberlain and Jack Wilshere and
Manchester United defender Phil Jones raised eye-
brows as did the FA’s response after the tourna-
ment. “Those players are established internationals,”
said the FA’s director of elite development Dan
Ashworth. “It’s like being a first-team player and
asking them to come back and play in the U21s.”

That cut little ice with Lineker, who had his say
on Twitter after England finished bottom of a group
that included Portugal, Sweden and Italy. “We nev-
er learn. What a wasted opportunity to gather
invaluable international experience. Exasperatingly
amateurish approach!” The fallout over why certain
players were allowed to miss the tournament has
been drawn into the wider debate surrounding the
perennial struggle between national teams and the
all-powerful Premier League. Among certain pun-
dits there is an assumption that some players were
left out to avoid upsetting the clubs that pay their
wages. Former England midfielder and bete noire
of the English soccer establishment Joey Barton as
usual pulled no punches.

“The culture is rotten from top to bottom,” he
told BBC radio. “There is a problem with the Premier
League being a lot stronger than the Football
Association, which makes it impossible for England
to build good teams. “As some players get towards
the top, they say: ‘I’m too good for the 21s, because
I’ve been in an England senior squad and I don’t
want to go to a tournament because I need to rest’.”
It is not an accusation, however, that can be leveled
solely against England. Other countries also opted
against fielding their strongest squads. Italy chose
not to pick AC Milan’s Mattia De Sciglio and
Stephan El Shaarawy, PSG’s Marco Verratti or
Genoa’s goalkeeper Mattia Perin. Germany did not
pick World Cup winner Mario Goetze.

The post-mortem has also touched on the riches
offered to young English players in the Premier
League and whether early wealth crushes their
motivation to succeed at the very top. “ The
moment these lads show any innate ability they
get too much money too early I’m afraid,” former
Liverpool defender Mark Lawrenson told the BBC.
“Before these kids hit the money trail, they want it
absolutely. The problem is as soon as they get their
first deal, unless they have been brought up prop-
erly to respect things like that, they have no
chance.” If England are serious about challenging
for the World Cup in the future they would do well
to look at previous winners of the European under
21s. The last three winners of the World Cup-
Germany, Spain and Italy-have all won the conti-
nental youth title in the last 11 years. — Reuters

VANCOUVER: The Women’s World Cup
heats up this weekend with Australia
challenging holders Japan and hosts
Canada up against England in the quar-
ter-finals. The rerun of last year’s Asian
Cup final at Edmonton’s Commonwealth
Stadium will see temperatures of 31
degrees celsius, with the heat at ground
level set to swell closer to 50 degrees cel-
sius due to the synthetic playing surface.
Canada will then go head-to-head with
England in Vancouver’s BC Stadium later
today, where west coast temperatures
are also soaring. But Australia coach Alen
Stajcic believes his young side, ranked
10th, can cool the spirits of fourth-
ranked Japan, a team the Matildas have
played often. “We played Japan twice in
the Asian Cup and we fought back to 2-2
in the first game,” he said. “They played
us in the final and they managed to beat
us 1-0 on a set piece. 

“We’ve got a big assignment on our
hands. We’re up against a very good
team, but we’ve been very dangerous as
well in this tournament and there’s no
reason why we can’t be dangerous again
against Japan. “We’ve evolved greatly on
and off the field. We’ll be a new proposi-
tion for Japan. It’s going to be hot, 31
predicted, which will be a challenge for
both teams. “I’m confident we can beat
them but it’s going to be an extremely
tough match.” Norio Sasaki’s Japan have
won all their games so far-an unmatched
feat for the remaining teams. “We’re used
to playing Australia,” said Sasaki. “But
Australia now is a completely different
team, they have improved a lot and are
technically superior.”

‘It’s close’
Olympic bronze medalists’ Canada,

ranked eighth, face sixth-ranked

England, which beat them 1-0 in this
year’s Cyprus Cup final but who lost to
the hosts in a pre-tournament friendly.
“It’s going to be a good game. Every time
we play them it’s close,” said Canada cap-
tain Christine Sinclair, who has to be
careful not to pick up a second yellow
card, which would ban her from Canada’s
next match. “I don’t consider myself as a
dirty or physical player. You just have to
play a little smart.” Sinclair scored three
goals on Canada’s way to their best
World Cup finish of fourth place in 2003,
which was her first major tournament. “I
was a kid and thought it was easy to
make the semi-final. Now I know it’s not
easy,” said the 32-year-old. Canada’s
English coach, John Herdman, said that
competing in the World Cup particularly
at home was a “once in a lifetime oppor-
tunity”.

“You’re not meant to have fun. If you
climb Everest it’s not fun, you have a lack
of oxygen, it’s tough, but when you look
back you can see what you did for your
country. “It’s almost like we can see the
summit,” he continued. “It’s within out
grasp. We just have to reach up there.”
“This game now feels like the pressure is
off. It just feels different. We were expect-
ed to win the other games. England are a
very good team but our team is a very
good team as well.” England’s Fara
Williams said they would be counting on
team spirit to pull them through after
achieving their first win in a World Cup
knockout round against 1995 champions
Norway. “Whoever is on the pitch, every-
one on the bench is right behind us. It’s
such a nice thing to have all 23 people
together and behind each other,” said the
144-times capped midfielder. “It just
shows what great shape we’re in. The
spirit is fantastic.”— AFP 

Bergeroo prepares battle for Germany juggernaut

Japan face Aussies, Canada 
meet England at World Cup

VANCOUVER: Netherlands’ Sherida Spitse (left) and Japan’s Homare Sawa look for the
ball during the second half of a round of 16 soccer match at the FIFA Women’s World Cup
on Tuesday, June 23, 2015, in Vancouver. — AP 

China’s Wu eyeing 
history against US



COLOMBO: Scoreboard at stumps on the second day
of the second Test between Sri Lanka and Pakistan at
the P. Sara Oval in Colombo yesterday:

Pakistan 1st innings: 138 (Mohammad Hafeez 42,
Tharindu Kaushal 5-42, Dhammika Prasad 3-43)

Sri Lanka 1st innings (overnight 70-1):
D. Karunaratne c Sarfraz b Junaid 28
K. Silva run out 80  
K. Sangakkara c Shafiq b Babar 34
L. Thirimanne c Azhar b Yasir 7
A. Mathews lbw b Yasir 77
D. Chandimal b Yasir 1
K. Vithanage b Yasir 3
D. Prasad lbw b Hafeez 35
R. Herath not out 10
T. Kaushal c Misbah b Yasir  18
D. Chameera not out  0
Extras: (b6, lb3, nb1, w1) 11
Total (for nine wickets, 118.2 overs) 304 

Fall of wickets: 1-47 (Karunaratne), 2-98 (Sangakkara), 3-
119 (Thirimanne), 4-191 (Silva), 5-194 (Chandimal), 6-
202 (Vithanage), 7-275 (Prasad), 8-275 
(Mathews), 9-303 (Kaushal).
Bowling: Wahab 9-2-19-0 (nb1), Junaid 27.2-5-80-1 (w1),
Babar 32-8-82-1, Yasir 40-5-95-5, Hafeez 10-2-19-1.

Sri Lanka lead by 166 runs with one wicket in hand.

SCOREBOARD
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COLOMBO: Leg-spinner Yasir Shah claimed
five for 95 as Pakistan halted Sri Lanka’s
march towards a big first innings lead in
the second Test at the P Sara Oval in
Colombo yesterday. Shah made up for the
absence of injured pace spearhead Wahab
Riaz to keep Sri Lanka down to 304-9 by
stumps on the second day in reply to the
tourists’ modest 138. Opener Kaushal Silva
top-scored with 80 and skipper Angelo
Mathews made 77, but Sri Lanka lost six
wickets for 112 runs after at one stage
being 191-3. Rangana Herath (10) and last
man Dushmantha Chameera (0) will
resume on the third day with their team
leading by 166 runs on a pitch that is giving
spinners plenty of bounce and turn.
Pakistan missed Wahab, who has been
ruled out for the rest of the series with a
hairline fracture in his left hand that he
received while batting on Thursday.

Wahab bowled nine overs on the first
day but did not take the field yesterday,
leaving Pakistan one strike bowler short.
Yasir,  whose seven-wicket haul in Sri
Lanka’s second innings fashioned Pakistan’s
10-wicket victory in the first Test in Galle,
once again tormented the rival batsmen.
He had Lahiru Thirimanne caught at short-
leg by Azhar Ali for seven before lunch, and
then bowled both Dinesh Chandimal (one)
and Kithuruwan Vithanage (three) in the
afternoon session. Yasir ’s dismissal of
Mathews gave the leg-spinner his 50th
wicket in only nine Tests, making him the
fastest among Pakistani bowlers to reach
the mark.

Idol Warne boosted Yasir
Yasir said he derived his confidence

from an encouraging tweet by Australian
leg-spin legend Shane Warne, whom he
regards as his idol. Warne had tweeted last
year after watching Shah bowl on televi-
sion: “I like the look of this leggie Yasir Shah,
plenty of energy and nice variations of

pace.” “His words actually put me under
pressure to live up to his appreciation and
it has been good so far,” the 29-year-old
Yasir said. “The focus remains on bowling a
good line and length and control my varia-
tions. One needs to be patient in Test crick-
et and that is what I am trying to do.”

Yasir said losing the services of Wahab
hurt his team, but he remained confident
that the Test was not out of Pakistan’s
reach. “We are a bowler short because of
the injury and the need is to contain Sri
Lanka’s lead,” he said. “The pitch is still play-
ing well, but it will offer more for the spin-
ners on the last two days.” Silva, who hit a
century in Galle, once again anchored the
team’s brittle batting. Silva and Mathews
put on 72 for the fourth wicket to take the
score to 191-3 when three wickets crashed
in the space of 11 runs to open up the tail.
Silva was run out when he drove Zulfiqar
Babar to mid-on and charged down the
wicket for a sharp single, only for Mathews
to send him back.

Sangakkara falls for 34
Kumar Sangakkara, who resumed on 18

at the team’s overnight score of 70-1, made
34 when he attempted a big hit off left-
arm spinner Babar and was caught at long-
on by Asad Shafiq. Sangakkara, 37, has still
not responded to media speculation that
he will retire after playing the first two
Tests against Pakistan and one against
India in August. Sri Lanka were tottering at
202-6 when tailender Dhammika Prasad
helped Mathews add 73 runs for the sev-
enth wicket to boost the total. Both bats-
men were dismissed in successive overs as
Prasad was trapped leg-before by
Mohammad Hafeez for 35 and Mathews
fell in similar fashion against Yasir. Hafeez,
who was reported after the Galle Test for a
suspect action and is likely to be tested
next week, sent down 10 economical overs
that cost only 19 runs.— AFP 

NEW DELHI: The one-time easy beats of South Asian
have just turned a corner, with an impressive series win at
home against continental powerhouse India. South
Africa, watch out! Almost 30 years since its first foray into
the top limited-overs cricket arena, Bangladesh has
matured into a consistent, competitive team capable of
beating anyone on home turf. A recent string of 10 victo-
ries on home soil by Bangladesh should be warning
enough for fourth-ranked South Africa when it embarks
on a tour of two tests and three ODIs next month.  

Two-time world champion India and 1992 World Cup
winner Pakistan were handed emphatic defeats in bilater-
al series this month and the margins of defeat surprised
probably even Bangladesh’s most ardent fans.
Bangladesh swept Pakistan 3-0 in an ODI series - winning
by 79 runs, seven wickets and eight wickets - and then
took a winning 2-0 lead against a full-strength India
squad with margins of 79 runs and six wickets before los-
ing the last game.

Bangladesh flags were waved relentlessly at the
Mirpur Stadium by boisterous fans celebrating as their
team outplayed the opposition to secure a spot at the
Champions Trophy.  “It wasn’t surprising because we have

seen a different Bangladesh team since the World Cup,”
said Bangladesh bowling coach Heath Streak, a former
Zimbabwe pace bowler. “The players are definitely more
confident and they now believe they can win more con-
sistently.” Bangladesh had chances during the World Cup
quarterfinal match against India in March but lost to the
2011 champions. Only three months later, it was the
Bangladesh team which made the most of its opportuni-
ties.

“For Bangladesh, it’s huge to beat India and throw a
message to the cricket world,” Streak said. Bangladesh
always had reliable spin bowlers, a must on the tradition-
ally spin-friendly subcontinental conditions, but it is the
batting consistency and penetrative pace bowling that
has turned the national team around. Left-handed open-
er Tamim Iqbal’s back-to-back centuries were instrumen-
tal in clinching the series against Pakistan, and bowler
Mustafizur Rahman grabbed 11 wickets in the first two
games against India to remind everyone of its traditional
frailty against left-arm pace bowlers.  

The 19-year-old Rahman was particularly impressive
with his slower deliveries while captain Mashrafe
Mortaza, Rubel Hossain and young Taskin Ahmed kept a

tight length around the off stump to trouble the Indians.
“What particularly impressed me was how subtly they
changed their pace,” veteran India captain Mahendra
Singh Dhoni said. “They didn’t bowl 140 and then 110,
but took it down marginally.  They did well in the World
Cup because of their fast bowlers so we were not sur-
prised they relied on them.”

Bangladesh has beaten teams like India, Pakistan, South
Africa and England in World Cup matches previously but
has struggled with consistency, especially abroad.
Mortaza is determined to turn that situation around, too.
“We’re now confident of playing well abroad,” Mortaza said.
“The boys can deliver in all conditions and we hope to
maintain our form against South Africa.” Bangladesh has
won 93 of 306 ODIs, lost 209 with four no-results, but the
winning percent is likely to improve considerably in the
short format of the game.  Its record in test cricket, which
once showed a dismal 27 losses and one draw, may take
some time improving with seven wins in 91 games with 71
lost and 13 draws.  What Mortaza and co need is the new-
found confidence in the limited-overs formats to transfer
into the five-day matches - a home series against South
Africa is the next opportunity. — AP 

5-wicket Yasir battles 
for depleted Pakistan

TEMUCO: Brazilian-based striker Paolo Guerrero scored a hat
trick as Peru swept aside Bolivia 3-1 to set up a Copa America
semi-final showdown with fierce rivals Chile on Thursday.
Flamengo forward Guerrero, who has spent the past three years
in Brazil after spells in Germany with Bayern Munich and
Hamburg, pounced in the 20th and 23rd minutes to snuff out
Bolivia’s campaign. The 31-year-old completed his hat trick in
the 74th minute, strolling clear of the Bolivian defense to finish
nonchalantly. Marcelo Martins scored a late consolation from
the penalty spot for Bolivia. The result sets up the mouthwater-
ing prospect of a semi-final next Monday between tournament

hosts Chile and Peru, the latest installment of a ferocious foot-
balling rivalry which began in 1935.

Matches between the two neighbors are known as the
“Clasico del Pacifico,” laced with a historical enmity that dates
back to the 1879-1883 War of the Pacific. Chile and Peru also
fought a long-running legal battle over the two nations’ disput-
ed maritime border.  Peru will head into Monday’s showdown
brimming with confidence after easing past Bolivia. The match
was effectively settled during a devastating three-minute spell
midway through the first half when Peru’s superb counter-
attacking unstitched the Bolivian defense.

Guerrero grabbed his first of the night in the 20th minute,
timing his jump to head home past Bolivia goalkeeper Romel
Quinonez after an exquisite cross from the left by Fiorentina
midfielder Juan Manuel Vargas. Three minutes later Guerrero
made it 2-0 after a breathless breakout from Peru which had
begun with a Bolivia free-kick on the edge of their opponents
area. Midfielder Christian Cueva was the architect, kicking a ball
over the top of the Bolivian defense to send Guerrero bearing
down on goal. Quinonez hesitated fatally as he advanced off his
line and Guerrero coolly tucked away a low finish to put Peru
firmly in control. Bolivia almost gave themselves a lifeline on 31

minutes but Martins was denied after a fine close-range reflex
save by Peru goalkeeper Pedro Gallese. Peru did not take long
to get back onto the attack, and only the woodwork thwarted
Jefferson Farfan when his thumping long-range effort can-
noned back off the post on 37 minutes with Quinonez beaten.
Bolivia escaped again on the stroke of half-time when Farfan hit
the woodwork again, crashing a shot off the bar. Victory was
sealed when Guerrero completed his hat-trick on 74 minutes.
Bolivia grabbed a late consolation through a Martins penalty
after Ronald Raldes was brought down by Yordy Reyna but it
was too little too late.— AFP 

Peru book Copa America semi-finals

COLOMBO: Pakistan leg-spinner, Yasir Shah delivers the ball during the second day of the
second Test match between Sri Lanka and Pakistan at the P Sara Oval Cricket Stadium in
Colombo yesterday. — AFP 

TEMUCO: Peru’s goalkeeper Pedro Gallese (right) collides with Bolivia’s Ricardo Pedriel during a Copa America quarterfinal
soccer match at the German Becker Stadium in Temuco, Chile on Thursday, June 25, 2015. Peru won the match 3-1. 

TEMUCO: Peru’s Jose Paolo Guerrero, 9, scores his third goal past Bolivia’s goalkeeper Romel Quinonez during a Copa
America quarterfinal soccer match at the German Becker Stadium in Temuco, Chile. — AP photos

FIFA president
Blatter says ‘has 

not resigned’
ZURICH: Sepp Blatter has told a Swiss newspaper he has not
quit as FIFA president, adding to speculation he may try to
stay on as head of world soccer’s governing body that is
gripped by a corruption scandal. “I have not resigned, rather I
am offering my mandate at an extraordinary congress,” Blatter
is quoted as telling Swiss newspaper Blick in an article pub-
lished yesterday. The paper said Blatter had spoken on
Thursday at his first public appearance since the June 2 news
conference where he said he would step down as FIFA presi-
dent and call a leadership election in the wake of the corrup-
tion scandal. 

A FIFA spokesman said by email: “We can confirm the
quotes in Blick are accurate. They are in line with the speech of
the President on 2 June 2015.” However, Blatter’s words
seemed to be less final than what he said on June 2, which
was: “I have decided to lay down my mandate at an extraordi-
nary elective Congress. I will continue to exercise my functions
as FIFA president until that election.” A former Blatter adviser
had said previously that the long-serving FIFA president could
go back on his promise to stand down from his role. 

FIFA said at the time that Klaus Stoehlker, who advised
Blatter during this year’s FIFA election campaign, was no
longer working with Blatter. Blatter, who was re-elected in
May, is under pressure to leave sooner rather than later as US
and Swiss authorities investigate suspected bribery and cor-
ruption at the organization. Blatter has not been charged
with any wrongdoing. Domenico Scala, the official oversee-
ing the choice of a new president, has said Blatter’s depar-
ture was an “indispensable” part of planned reforms to soc-
cer’s governing body. Blatter, 79, spoke at an event for work-
ers building the planned FIFA museum in Zurich, Blick
reported. — Reuters

Sepp Blatter

Bangladesh ‘maturing’ after
wins over India and Pakistan
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EUGENE: Galen Rupp (right) leads the pack on his way to winning the men’s 10,000 meters at the US Track and Field Championships in Eugene, Ore. — AP 

EUGENE: Galen Rupp capped a month of turmoil with a sev-
enth straight US national title in the 10,000m on Thursday,
punching his athletics World Championships ticket amid dop-
ing accusations. “It’s been hard I’m not going to lie,” Rupp said
of the allegations leveled in a BBC documentary in collabora-
tion with the ProPublica website that his coach, Alberto
Salazar, violated various anti-doping rules and doped Rupp
himself with testosterone in 2002 when Rupp was only 16. “It
has been difficult to focus,” the 10,000m Olympic silver medal-
ist said, adding that he was “100 percent behind” the detailed
rebuttal issued by Salazar on Wednesday in which the coach
said he would “never permit” doping.

“I believe in clean sport, and I think the truth will prevail,”
said Rupp, who broke from a tight leading group to seize the
lead with three laps remaining and pulled away inexorably to
win in 28min 11.61sec at the US championships. With
Benjamin True (28:14.26) and Hassan Mead (28:16.54) trailing
in his wake, Rupp gave a thumbs-up sign as he crossed the
line under Salazar’s watchful eye. “It was obviously a good
test,” said Rupp, who received a warm reception from his

home state fans in Oregon. “A good field-they made it really
honest.” Rupp reiterated his support for Salazar, who also
coaches Britain’s double Olympic and world champion Mo
Farah.

The right way
Farah hasn’t been accused of wrong-doing, but he’s been

dogged by questions about whether he should continue to
train under Salazar in Oregon. “We’ve talked, for sure,” Rupp
said of Farah. “I can’t speak for him, obviously, but I think we’ve
got a great thing going and he’s had great success. We know
we do things the right way so really that’s all I’ve got to say to
him.” Facing a massive scrum of journalists, Rupp said he
intended to keep his mind on his racing through the end of
the championships, with the 5,000m scheduled for Sunday.
“I’m ready to race,” he said. “This is why I compete and I’m not
going to let anything get in the way of that.”

Rupp isn’t the only athlete hoping to put doping questions
behind him on the track this week, as veteran sprinters Justin
Gatlin and Tyson Gay, both back from drugs bans, seek to set

themselves up to challenge Jamaican sprint king Usain Bolt at
the World Championships in Beijing August 22-30. Gay, trying
to regain a place among the world’s elite after serving a one-
year ban, eased into the 100m semi-finals. But the 32-year-old
got a taste of how hard it might be to make a first World
Championships team since 2009 as he finished second in his
heat to 22-year-old training partner Remontay McClain.
McClain clocked a wind-aided 9.82seconds to Gay’s 9.85. And
19-year-old collegian Trayvon Bromell was also faster than
Gay, winning his heat in 9.84 in a legal wind of 1.3 meters per
second.

A different era
“It was weird-maybe weird’s not the right word - the differ-

ent guys I’m running with now,” Gay said. “It’s a different era for
me.” But he was pleased with a performance that he believes
sets him up well for Friday’s semi-finals and final. “It felt good. I
felt relaxed,” said Gay, adding he managed to “get the nerves
out of the way.” Gay and the rest don’t have Gatlin to contend
with in the 100m. He owns the two fastest 100m times in the

world this year of 9.74 and 9.75, but has a bye into the worlds
as the 2015 Diamond League 100m winner and is focusing is
attention this week on the 200m and a possible Beijing dou-
ble. In the women’s 100m heats, 2011 world champion
Carmelita Jeter blazed to a wind-aided 10.87 to lead the way
into the semi-finals. Jeter, who raced through a quadriceps
injury to bronze at the 2013 world championships, just edged
Jasmine Todd, who finished second in their heat in the same
time in a favorable wind of 4.5 meters per second.

Among the seven finals on the opening night of the meet-
ing, Marquis Dendy punched his ticket to Beijing with a victo-
ry in the men’s long jump with a wind-aided leap of 8.68m.
Jeffrey Henderson, who owns the best jump in the world this
year of 8.50, was second with 8.44m and Michael Hartfield was
third with 8.42. American record-holder Michelle Carter won
the women’s shot put with a throw of 20.02m ahead of Tia
Brooks (18.93m) and Jeneva Stevens (18.84m). Molly Huddle
won the women’s 10,000m in 31min 39.20sec ahead of 2008
Olympic bronze medallist Shalane Flanagan (31:42.29) and
Emily Infeld (31:42.60).— AFP 

Rupp puts turmoil aside to defend 10,000m title

NEW YORK: Teen big man Karl-Anthony Towns was chosen by
the Minnesota Timberwolves with the first pick in Thursday’s NBA
Draft, while Satnam Singh Bhamara made history as the first
India-born selection. Towns averaged 10.3 points, 6.7 rebounds
and 2.3 blocked shots a game last season for a University of
Kentucky squad that went unbeaten until losing to Wisconsin in
the national college tournament semi-finals.  “This is what you
live for,” Towns said. “I’m going to go in right away and be as ver-
satile as I can be. I’m coming with a winning attitude. I’m not
coming to look for individual success. I’m coming to look for team
success.” 

The Timberwolves, who won last month’s NBA Draft Lottery to
claim the top overall pick, have not reached the playoffs since
2004. Bhamara, a 19-year-old center from a small Punjab village,
went 52nd overall to the Dallas Mavericks, the same NBA club
that in 2001 made Wang Zhizhi the first Chinese player in an NBA
game.Bhamara, a 7-foot-2 (2.18m) big man, became the first
player in a decade taken after not playing for a US college or
overseas pro team, instead playing for the IMG Academy squad.

India’s big NBA hope
Likely bound for a developmental team to hone his skills, he

follows in the footsteps of Canadian-born Sim Bhullar, who
became the NBA’s first player of Indian descent after playing for
the Sacramento Kings last April.  Bhamara could open the door to
the NBA into cricket-loving India much the way Yao Ming did for
the league in China. “I think I can open the door for everyone to
come here and play so it’s good for India and all the players, it is
good for me and my country,” Bhamara told the Washington Post
after a workout with the Washington Wizards earlier this year.

The Los Angeles Lakers landed Ohio State guard D’Angelo
Russell with the second pick while center Jahlil Okafor was taken
third by the Philadelphia 76ers. “It’s a surreal moment,” Russell
said. Latvian power forward Kristaps Porzingis, who played for
Sevilla last season, was selected fourth overall by the New York
Knicks, whose host-city fans booed loudly when the choice was
announced after already enduring a 17-65 season. 

Porzingis became only the second player from his homeland
to be taken in the draft and could become only the third Latvian

to play in the NBA. “It was my dream to play for the Knicks,” he
said. “Hopefully I can be part of something special. These people
don’t know me, might think I’m soft, European, a bust. I’m differ-
ent. It’s my passion that sets me apart.”Since Yao was taken first
overall by Houston in 2002, there have been 19 international
players taken with lottery-decided picks and none have become
all-stars. Orlando selected fifth and the Magic took Croatian
swingman Mario Hezonja, who played last season at Barcelona,
making him the highest-ever pick from his homeland. Another
Kentucky big man, center Willie Cauley-Stein, was taken sixth by
Sacramento. He was among a record 13 US college freshmen tak-
en in the first round.—AFP

NEW YORK: From coast to coast, the NBA draft was a big
night for the biggest markets. The Los Angeles Lakers
tabbed their next potential superstar in D’Angelo Russell.
The New York Knicks landed a pair of players in the first
round, selecting Kristaps Porzingis and later acquiring the
rights to Notre Dame guard Jerian Grant. Both teams are
coming off their worst seasons in their histories and hoping
the turnarounds started Thursday. Russell is ready to do his
part. “I’m here, and I’m ready to make an impact right away,”
the Ohio State point guard said.

A little surprised to go second after Duke center Jahlil
Okafor had long been considered the player at that spot,
Russell received big cheers when Commissioner Adam Silver
called his name. The boos were loud and long two picks lat-
er when the Knicks took the 19-year-old Latvian forward. But
the announcement of the Grant trade had New York fans
who packed Brooklyn’s Barclays Center roaring in approval
of Phil Jackson’s moves. Porzingis had said repeatedly he
hoped to be picked by the Knicks - including to Grant. “I kind
of smiled and laughed and shook my head, not realizing
that I’d be his teammate a few hours later,” Grant said. Some
highlights, and lowlights, from Thursday night’s NBA draft:

HOW ‘BOUT THOSE T’WOLVES! 
Give the Timberwolves credit. No, NBA insiders haven’t

been able to say that in a while. But drafting Karl-Anthony
Towns and swinging a trade for Minnesota native Tyus Jones
out of Duke to line up with Andrew Wiggins and the
Timberwolves deserve an A+ for their draft efforts. The ven-
erable Kevin Garnett might be around to see another playoff
run, something that hasn’t happened in 11 years.

KENTUCKY 6
It was a good night for five of the seven Kentucky players

who entered the NBA draft. But not for the Harrisons.
Andrew was picked late in the second round, but he proba-

bly couldn’t celebrate - at least not like he wanted. His twin
brother Aaron went undrafted. The twins were the back-
court that led the Wildcats to a 38-1 record and trip to the
Final Four. The Wildcats would have set a record with seven
selections had both brothers been picked.

MULTIPLE MEN
With Jahlil Okafor, Justise Winslow and Tyus Jones, Duke

has had at least two players picked in five straight drafts.
National player of the year Frank Kaminsky and Sam Dekker
gave national runner-up Wisconsin multiple selections for
the first time since 1995 (Michael Finley and Rashard
Griffith).

THE ‘TRILL’
Moziah Bridges, 13, is used to the bright lights. The teen

makes and sells bow ties, appearing on “Shark Tank” last year
in search of investors. He now runs a $200,000 company and
was especially pleased that No. 6 pick Willie Cauley-Stein
donned one of his creations for the draft.  Bridges names
each design and may just go with Cauley-Stein’s nickname
“Trill” for the blue-and-white polka dot creation debuted on
draft day.

SO CAVALIER
Mavericks coach Rick Carlisle is a proud Virginia alum. And

he let everyone know it when he stepped to the podium in
Dallas to announce the No. 21 pick in the first round. “So
we’re really happy we got a chance to draft Justin Anderson
from the 2015 NCAA College World Series champion Virginia
Cavaliers,” Carlisle said, with a slight smile. Virginia won its first
baseball title in Omaha, Nebraska. Carlisle said he didn’t think
there was much of a scouting advantage for him on the 6-
foot-6 Anderson, “He’s just a real sincere, authentic kid,” the
coach said. And besides, “Obviously comes from a great insti-
tution, well-educated.”— AP 

Big nights for biggest 
markets in NBA draft

India-born Singh Bhamara makes 
history as T-Wolves take Towns

Satnam Singh Bhamara
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BRUSSELS: Greek Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras (second right) leaves after an EU summit yesterday. — AP 

Tsipras slams ‘blackmail’; EU warns ‘game over’ 
Greece faces default on Tuesday if no weekend deal

BRUSSELS: Greek Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras accused
international creditors of “blackmail” on Friday after euro
zone partners offered to release billions in frozen aid in a
last-minute push to win his acceptance a cash-for-reform
deal. German Chancellor Angela Merkel and French
President Francois Hollande met Tsipras on the sidelines
of an EU summit to coax him to accept an offer to fill
Athens’ empty coffers until November in return for
painful pension and tax reforms. If Greece does not clinch
an agreement at the weekend to unlock funds, it is set to
default on an International Monetary Fund loan on
Tuesday, possibly sparking a bank run, capital controls
and raising doubts about its future in the euro zone.

But Tsipras sounded defiant on leaving the summit,
telling reporters Greece would fight for the European
principles of democracy, solidarity, equality and mutual
respect. “These principles were not based on blackmail
and ultimatums,” he said in English. However, he did not
rule out accepting a deal and officials said intensive
behind-the-scenes contacts were continuing to seek a
last-minute compromise. European Council President
Donald Tusk retorted: “It is not political blackmail when
we repeat day after day that we are very close to this day
(June 30) when the game is over.”

Tsipras was due to fly back to Athens to confer with his
cabinet and his ruling Syriza party on the next steps.
Merkel said she and Hollande had urged him in a 45-
minute private meeting to accept the creditors’ “gener-
ous” offer. “We have taken a step towards Greece,” she
said. “Now it is up to the Greek side to take a similar step.”

Both she and Hollande said Saturday’s meeting of euro
zone finance ministers would be the decisive moment for
a deal since time was running out to secure German par-
liamentary approval in time to release funds needed to
avert a Greek default.

The creditors laid out terms in a document handed to
Greece on Thursday. It said Athens could have 15.5 billion
euros in EU and IMF funding in four instalments to see it
through to the end of November, including 1.8 billion
euros by Tuesday as soon as the Greek parliament
approved the plan. The total is slightly more than Greece
needs to service its debts over the next six months but
contains no new money. A French official said Merkel and
Hollande also discussed with Tsipras outstanding differ-
ences on reforms creditors want Greece to accept - cen-
tred on pension reform, labour law and increasing value
added tax - as well as an extension to Athens’ bailout pro-
gram and financing.

European Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker,
who spent part of the night thrashing out the issues out
with Tsipras, said there was no ultimatum to Greece and
he was “quite optimistic but not overly optimistic” there
would be a deal.

‘Plan B’
The Eurogroup ministers will meet at 2 pm (1200

GMT) on Saturday and Greece will be asked whether it
accepts a revised offer from the European Commission,
the European Central Bank and the International
Monetary Fund, a euro zone official said. If Greece refus-

es, the ministers will move on to discussing a “Plan B” on
preparing to limit the damage from a Greek default to
Greek banks and other euro zone countries and markets,
the official said.

However, Merkel and Hollande have refused to talk
publicly about a “Plan B”, saying their efforts are focused
on getting an agreement to keep Greece in the euro
zone. Officials said talks to reconcile the creditors’ and
Greek positions were continuing behind the scenes, even
though Greece continues to denounce the lenders’ pro-
posals. Greek Finance Minister Yanis Varoufakis had
another blast at the creditors’ approach in an interview
with Irish radio on Friday, saying their demands for tax
increases and pension cuts as conditions for disbursing
aid were putting Greece in an impossible position.

“I am against increasing the corporate tax, but then
again I am against raising the tax on hotels and against
cutting the pensions of people who live below the pover-
ty line,” Varoufakis said on Irish national radio RTE. “These
issues are putting me and my government in an impossi-
ble position, having to make a bad choice among really
hard, difficult bad choices.” But he did not rule out
accepting the terms. Dramatising the choice facing
Athens, Germany’s member of the European
Commission, Guenter Oettinger, said Greece had five
days left to avoid an exit from the euro zone.

Divided
Euro zone finance ministers are divided over whether

a default would necessarily lead to Athens leaving the

19-nation single currency area, which would undermine
the principle that membership is irrevocable. Failure to
pay the 1.6 billion IMF euro instalment on Tuesday
could trigger a bank run, capital controls to curb
deposit flight and possibly the issuance of IOUs or a par-
allel currency. China, a growing economic partner of the
EU, offered a vote of confidence in the euro zone on
Friday ahead of Premier Li Keqiang’s visit to Europe next
week, saying it was sure Greece’s talks with creditors
would go positively.

Confidential documents drawn up by Greece’s credi-
tors and seen by Reuters showed that the country’s
debt would remain sustainable, even under a worst-
case scenario envisaged by the IMF, if the maturities on
euro zone loans were extended and interest rates were
cut, without the need for a write-down. The calculations
are regarded as crucial to persuade German lawmakers
to agree to the aid disbursement. They showed that in
the most severe case, Greek debt would require sub-
stantial “reprofiling” and improved lending terms but no
“haircut” nor budgetary costs for the lenders.

Tsipras and Varoufakis have insisted so far that a
commitment to debt relief is essential for Greece to
accept any deal, while Germany and its allies had
refused up to now to discuss the issue until Athens
enacts and implements the reform program to com-
plete its current bailout. The fact that Hollande and
Merkel discussed financing issues with Tsipras on Friday
may indicate a new willingness to address the issue as
part of a deal. — Reuters 

WASHINGTON: One week after Saudi
Arabia opened its stock market to
direct foreign investment, US mutual
fund managers say they are interested
but not rushing to invest in the Middle
East’s biggest economy. Foreign fund
inflows are slower than initially expect-
ed, in part because US fund companies
like Fidelity and Harding Loevner are
digesting numerous regulations set
forth by the Saudi Capital Market
Authority (CMA) for participation in the
$575 billion market. “Investors are in the
learn and plan stage, not the invest
stage yet and the message is that the
opening up is more of an evolution
than a revolution,” said Adam Kutas,
manager of Fidelity’s Emerging Europe,
Middle East, Africa fund. The invest-
ment stage, according to Kutas, will
come in the next several months.

To buy shares, foreign investors
must apply for a license from the CMA.
Only institutions that manage $5 billion

of assets and have a five-year record of
investing outside the countries where
they are based are allowed to partici-
pate. No single foreign investor can
own more than 5 percent of a company
and overall foreign investment in a
company cannot be more than 49 per-
cent. Additionally, there is a 20 percent
ceiling for all qualified foreign investors
in any one stock and in total these hold-
ings cannot exceed 10 percent of the
whole market.

Until now, foreign investors have
been restricted to buying shares in the
market indirectly through swaps or
exchange-traded funds. “We are very
interested, but we don’t know the rules,
so we are moving gradually because
the process to become an investor is
very vague,” said Asha Mehta, lead port-
folio manager for Acadian Asset
Management’s Acadian Emerging
Markets Portfolio, which manages $70
billion in assets globally. —Reuters

Emirates A380 makes 
emergency landing 

COLOMBO: An Emirates A380 plane with more than
500 people on board made an emergency landing in
Sri Lanka yesterday after pilots detected smoke in the
cockpit, aviation officials said. The aircraft, which land-
ed safely in Colombo, was 320 nautical miles (around
600 km) east of the city when pilots made a distress
call. “The pilots said May Day, May Day, and we activat-
ed all our emergency services and brought the aircraft
to a safe landing,” the airport’s chief air navigation serv-
ices officer Crishanthi Tissera told AFP. She said the
pilots reported smoke in the cockpit, leading airport
managers to place firefighters and medical units on
standby.

The plane landed 39 minutes after the first distress
call and all 471 passengers and 30 crew disembarked
safely. A statement from the airline said the plane had
suffered a “technical fault” and was diverted to
Colombo, without giving details. Emirates carried out its
first A380 landing in Colombo in 2012, but the airport
has yet to be upgraded to handle the biggest passenger
airliner. The airline said passengers were being trans-
ferred to other Emirates flights. — AFP 

KATUNAYAKE, Sri Lanka: An Emirates Airbus A380 aircraft sits on the tarmac at the Bandaranaike
International Airport yesterday after making an emergency landing following the detection of smoke in
the cockpit. — AFP 

Slow start after Saudis 
open bourse to foreigners
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EXCHANGE RATES

Bahrain Exchange Company

Al-Muzaini Exchange Co.

Dollarco Exchange Co. Ltd

ASIAN COUNTRIES
Japanese Yen 2.420
Indian Rupees 4.744
Pakistani Rupees 2.977
Srilankan Rupees 2.263
Nepali Rupees 2.973
Singapore Dollar 224.020
Hongkong Dollar 39.157
Bangladesh Taka 3.901
Philippine Peso 6.722
Thai Baht 8.956

GCC COUNTRIES
Saudi Riyal 80.990
Qatari Riyal 83.427
Omani Riyal 788.850
Bahraini Dinar 806.560
UAE Dirham 82.689

ARAB COUNTRIES
Egyptian Pound - Cash 42.140
Egyptian Pound - Transfer 39.709
Yemen Riyal/for 1000 1.417
Tunisian Dinar 157.080
Jordanian Dinar 428.500
Lebanese Lira/for 1000 2.037
Syrian Lira 2.164
Morocco Dirham 31.620

EUROPEAN & AMERICAN COUNTRIES
US Dollar Transfer 303.550
Euro 339.070
Sterling Pound 469.500
Canadian dollar 245.190
Turkish lira 109.390
Swiss Franc 325.000
Australian Dollar 233.130
US Dollar Buying 3

CURRENCY BUY SELL
Europe
Belgian Franc 0.007920 0.008920
British Pound 0.456361 0.465361
Czech Korune 0.004284 0.016284
Danish Krone 0.041126 0.046126
Euro 0.331376 0.339376
Norwegian Krone 0.034094 0.039294
Romanian Leu 0.087076 0.087076
Slovakia 0.009060 0.019060
Swedish Krona 0.032191 0.037191
Swiss Franc 0.315599 0.325799
Turkish Lira 0.112652 0.119652

Australasia
Australian Dollar 0.222590 0.234090
New Zealand Dollar 0.207630 0.217130

America
Canadian Dollar 0.238058 0.246558
US Dollars 0.299450 0.303950
US Dollars Mint 0.299950 0.303950

Asia
Bangladesh Taka 0.003558 0.004158
Chinese Yuan 0.047505 0.051005
Hong Kong Dollar 0.037065 0.039815
Indian Rupee 0.004455 0.004845
Indonesian Rupiah 0.000019 0.000025
Japanese Yen 0.002338 0.002518
Kenyan Shilling 0.003387 0.003387
Korean Won 0.000260 0.000275
Malaysian Ringgit 0.078296 0.084296
Nepalese Rupee 0.003044 0.003214
Pakistan Rupee 0.002783 0.003063
Philippine Peso 0.006705 0.006985
Sierra Leone 0.000067 0.000073
Singapore Dollar 0.220143 0.226143
South African Rand 0.018074 0.026574
Sri Lankan Rupee 0.001848 0.002428
Taiwan 0.009797 0.009977
Thai Baht 0.008701 0.0009251

Arab
Bahraini Dinar 0.798709 0.806709
Egyptian Pound 0.039140 0.041690
Iranian Riyal 0.000084 0.000085
Iraqi Dinar 0.000186 0.000246
Jordanian Dinar 0.423836 0.431336
Kuwaiti Dinar 1.000000 1.000000
Lebanese Pound 0.000152 0.000252
Moroccan Dirhams 0.021838 0.045838
Nigerian Naira 0.001253 0.001888
Omani Riyal 0.782430 0.788110
Qatar Riyal 0.082666 0.083879
Saudi Riyal 0.080310 0.081010
Syrian Pound 0.001287 0.001507
Tunisian Dinar 0.154185 0.162185
Turkish Lira 0.112652 0.119652
UAE Dirhams 0.081664 0.082813
Yemeni Riyal 0.001372 0.001452

UAE Exchange Centre WLL

CURRENCIES TELEX TRANSFER PER 1000
Australian Dollar 218.46
Canadian Dollar 247.85
Swiss Franc 327.87
Euro 340.48
US Dollar 303.75
Sterling Pound 466.53
Japanese Yen 2.45
Bangladesh Taka 3.900
Indian Rupee 4.756
Sri Lankan Rupee 2.262
Nepali Rupee 2.979
Pakistani Rupee 2.978
UAE Dirhams 82.58
Bahraini Dinar 806.23
Egyptian Pound 39.70
Jordanian Dinar 431.51
Omani Riyal 787.77
Qatari Riyal 83.65
Saudi Riyal 80.92

Rate for Transfer Selling Rate
US Dollar 303.500
Canadian Dollar 246.460
Sterling Pound 464.830
Euro 338.865
Swiss Frank 286.525
Bahrain Dinar 803.970
UAE Dirhams 83.010
Qatari Riyals 84.180

Saudi Riyals 81.740
Jordanian Dinar 428.385
Egyptian Pound 39.700
Sri Lankan Rupees 2.266
Indian Rupees 4.753
Pakistani Rupees 2.979
Bangladesh Taka 3.897
Philippines Pesso 6.758
Cyprus pound 744.980
Japanese Yen 3.530
Syrian Pound 2.605
Nepalese Rupees 3.020
Malaysian Ringgit 83.410
Chinese Yuan Renminbi 49.360
Thai Bhat 10.005
Turkish Lira 114.340

B U S I N E S S

GOLD
20 gram 237.780
10 gram 121.590
5  gram 61.480

LONDON: Price cuts and better serv-
ice helped Tesco win back shoppers
in its latest quarter, Britain’s biggest
retailer said yesterday, suggesting
new boss Dave Lewis’s turnaround
plan is starting to have an impact.
Tesco has had a horrendous 18
months, with competition from fast-
growing discounters Aldi and Lidl,
compounded by an accounting
scandal, driving it to a record annual
loss. But former Unilever executive
Lewis has cut prices on popular gro-
cery brands, improved product avail-
ability and put more staff in stores.
Tesco said sales at British shops open
for more than a year fell 1.3 percent
in the 13 weeks to May 30, its fiscal
first quarter, partly reflecting a drop
in food prices across the industry.

But that was better than analysts’
forecasts for a fall of 1.6-3.0 percent,
an improvement on the previous
quarter, and also better than recent
figures from major rivals Asda,
Sainsbury’s and Morrisons. Tesco also
said 180,000 more customers
shopped at its UK stores in the quar-
ter, with the volume of goods sold
up 1.4 percent on a like-for-like basis
and transactions up 1.3 percent.
“Stemming the defection of con-
sumers is the first, and arguably the
most important, battle to be won,”
said Neil Saunders, managing direc-
tor of retail researchers Conlumino.

Correct Strategy
Tesco’s shares, down 21 percent

over the last year, rose as much as 4.4
percent to a six-week high of 227.35
pence, as investors welcomed the
improvements. “Lewis and (finance
chief ) Alan Stewart have the correct
strategy in place and are managing
the company very well. Fixing the UK
business is at the heart of their strat-
egy,” Chris Watt, fund manager of
Jupiter Growth and Income Fund,
one of Tesco’s top 45 shareholders,
told Reuters.

However, others cautioned Tesco
faced a battle to continue its recov-
ery in the teeth of a brutal industry
price war. “The price driven competi-
tion we are seeing across UK food
retailing has made a tough business
tougher,” said Richard Marwood,
senior investment manager at AXA
Investment Managers, one of Tesco’s
30 largest shareholders.  All  of
Britain’s big four grocers are trying
to recover ground lost to Aldi and
Lidl with hundreds of millions of
pounds of price cuts. They are also
dealing with commodity-led defla-
tion and are having to rethink strate-
gies as customer habits shift from
big weekly shops at large out of
town stores.

Lewis is cutting costs and selling
assets as he seeks to reduce Tesco’s
debts, regain its investment-grade

credit rating and rebuild its credibili-
ty. Prices are coming down, with 300
products reduced in the first quarter,
part funded by a shake-up of its sup-
plier base and a focus on bestsellers.
“Whilst the market is still challeng-
ing and volatility is likely to remain a
feature of short-term performance,
these ...  results represent another
step in the right direction,” said
Lewis,  who took the helm in
September.

Profit Aspiration
After decades of dominance,

Tesco in April reported a 2014-15
trading profit of 1.4 billion pounds
($2.2 billion), down nearly 60 per-
cent on the year before, and warned
it might not match that level this
year. Lewis told analysts on Friday
the consensus forecast for a 1.4 bil-
lion pound trading profit this year
was an “aspiration”,  pointing to
expectations for deflation to contin-

ue alongside short-term disruption
as Tesco changes its  trading
approach. “This comment should
imply that Tesco is making losses
once again in the UK in the first half
and that it may struggle to reach
consensus profitability goals for
FY15-16,” Espirito Santo analysts
said.

Tesco’s update was published
ahead of its annual shareholder
meeting. Attended by around 1,000
investors it was a first chance to
quiz the board directly since last
year’s accounting scandal, which
related to wrongly booked pay-
ments from suppliers. However, an
anticipated revolt over a 1.2 million
pound pay-off to sacked CEO Philip
Clarke and a 1 million pound pay-
out to ex-f inance chief  Laurie
McIlwee failed to materialise, with
only 11 percent of  votes cast
opposing Tesco’s  remuneration
report and just 3.5 percent oppos-
ing its pay policy. Tesco, which also
reported a slowdown in the sales
decl ine at  i ts  Asian business,
declined to comment on asset dis-
posals. The group is selling its data
business Dunnhumby and, accord-
ing to sources familiar with the
matter, has hired HSBC to explore
the $6 bi l l ion sale of  i ts  South
Korean unit, Tesco’s biggest busi-
ness outside Britain. — Reuters 

Tesco shows signs of recovery amid turnaround

LONDON: In this file picture taken on Oct 2, 2013, a Tesco supermarket is pic-
tured in south London. — AFP 

LONDON: Zero hour comes for Greece on Tuesday,
when Athens will either repay 1.6 billion euros ($1.79
billion) to the International Monetary Fund after secur-
ing a last-ditch deal with its creditors or plunge into
default. Non-payment after months of failed talks on
unlocking frozen aid could trigger a bank run and cap-
ital controls and set twice-bailed-out Greece on a path
out of the euro zone. It would also discomfit financial
markets around the world. That’s to be seen.

Greece aside, the week’s focus is likely to be
Friday’s US non-farm payrolls report and the ADP pri-
vate sector jobs data a day before, as markets look for
signs that continued growth in the world’s biggest
economy is boosting employment and wages. Federal
Reserve chair Janet Yellen emphasised after the US
central bank’s June 16-17 meeting that any decision to
lift interest rates from crisis-era lows - widely expected
to come this year - would rest on labour market
improvement. Yellen said she wanted “more decisive
evidence” that labour markets were healing, and that
wages would increase beyond their current “subdued
pace”. The Fed is expected by economists to hike rates
in September for the first time in almost a decade.
Economists polled by Reuters expect the payrolls fig-
ure, which comes on Thursday this time because of
the July 4 holiday, to show the U.S. economy added
232,000 jobs in June after May’s unexpected 280,000
surge, which cemented rate hike expectations.
Wednesday’s ADP National Employment Report is
expected to show 218,000 jobs added compared with
201,000 in May.

Last month’s payrolls report showed hourly wages
rose 2.3 percent, the strongest since August 2013 but
still far short of the 3-4 percent wage gains Yellen has
said she would see as signalling a healthy job market.
Policymakers said after the June meeting that the US
economy was probably strong enough to support an
interest rate increase by year-end, despite a down-
ward revision to the Fed’s growth forecast after a first
quarter contraction.

Policymakers’ individual projections for the appro-
priate federal funds rate at year’s end remained clus-
tered around 0.625 percent, implying two quarter-
point rate hikes by then. Federal Reserve Governor

Jerome Powell last week joined four other Fed officials
in saying he was prepared to raise rates twice this year
as long as the economy performs as expected. “My
own forecast calls for lift-off in September and for an
additional increase in December,” he added.

The US unemployment rate, which Powell and oth-
ers including Fed vice chair Stanley Fischer have said
they regard as a better measure of economic strength
than GDP figures, is expected to fall to 5.4 percent. A
slight rise in the rate in May, to 5.5 percent, was
received positively by investors, who saw it as a sign
that more people who had been sidelined were
rejoining the job hunt.

Euro Zone Inflation
With the European Central Bank continuing to

pump billions into the economy each month,
Tuesday’s flash reading of euro zone inflation will give
an indication of whether the massive stimulus is suc-
ceeding in spurring growth and prices. Economists
polled by Reuters predict a June reading of 0.2 percent

year-on-year - lower than the 0.3 in May, when infla-
tion surprised on the upside after five months of falls
and stagnation, It is far from the ECB’s near 2 percent
target.

The ECB said at its June meeting that it expects 0.3
percent inflation this year, rising to 1.5 percent in 2016
and 1.8 percent in 2017. A stronger-than-expected
rebound could raise questions among economists
whether the ECB needs to continue with its sovereign
bond buying program, launched in March to fight off
deflation, until its scheduled end date of Sept 2016.

A slew of monthly Purchasing Managers Index sur-
veys, which gauge private sector economic activity,
will also provide a steer on how the euro zone and
other economies are faring. A continuing trend of
weak inflation is the biggest threat to expectations
that interest rates will start to rise.  Inflation was flat in
the United States in May and just 0.1 percent in Britain
- seen as the next most likely candidate to lift borrow-
ing costs, early next year - even though global oil
prices have jumped in recent months.—Reuters

SINGAPORE: For a tiny island-nation
known for importing labor to help sustain
its $300 billion economy, any surprise
drop in Singapore’s job creation would
have implications for wages, inflation and
even monetary policy. Employment unex-
pectedly fel l  by 6,100 in Januar y-to-
March, the first contraction since the sec-
ond quarter of 2009, with jobs growth in
the services sector down sharply and
manufacturers cutting jobs against a
backdrop of tepid economic growth. But
wages are not falling. In fact, other data
showed that the labor market remained
tight, pointing to wage growth in a low
inflation environment and supporting the
case for steady monetary policy.

The drop in employment is probably
more a reflection of the difficulties that
companies face in hiring workers due to
supply-side constraints such as govern-

ment restrictions on the hiring of foreign
workers, rather than a decline in demand
for labor, said Hayato Nakamura, senior
economist for Bank of Tokyo-Mitsubishi UFJ
in Singapore.

The ratio of job vacancies to unem-
ployed persons rose to a 17-year high of 143
openings per 100 job seekers in the first
quarter. Official data also shows average
monthly nominal earnings per worker in the
period climbed 3.0 percent from a year earli-
er, compared with a 2.2 percent drop in the
second quarter of 2009, the last time
employment fell in a quarter.  Second-quar-
ter jobs data will be released next month.

“Our clients continue to tell us that they
struggle to find the talent that they need to
drive their business to the next phase of
growth,” said Michael Smith, country man-
ager Singapore for recruitment agency
Randstad. —Reuters

CAPE TOWN: South Africa’s government has
backed down from its plan to offer public sec-
tor unions a lower pay rise, a union leader said
yesterday, potentially averting a protracted
strike in Africa’s most developed economy. The
deal was reached on Thursday night by acting
Public Service and Administration Minister
Nathi Mthethwa and labour federation Cosatu,
which represents the majority of unions. The
government had initially agreed to increase
salaries by 7 percent in the first year of a three-
year wage deal, but later sought to only pay 6.4
percent, angering unions representing around
1.3 million nurses, police and teachers.

On June 2, the government said it was
owed an “over-adjustment” of 0.6 percent by
the unions. It said this was the difference
between the actual average consumer price
index (CPI) of 5.6 percent for 2014/15 and the
projected CPI of 6.2 percent. “Common sense
and good leadership has prevailed and govern-
ment has agreed to withdraw the punitive 0.6
percent claw back,” said Basil Manuel, chairman

of the Independent Labour Caucus which rep-
resents around 48 percent of the sector.

Confirming the 7 percent hike on Friday,
government spokesman, Brent Simons, said
the state will pay CPI plus one percent for
2016/17 and 2017/18 as part of the three-year
deal. But not all the unions are happy with the
new agreement. The largest independent
union, Public Servants Association (PSA), said
by removing the claw back clauses - which
allows either government or unions to claim
back money based on difference between pro-
jected and actual CPI - unions could find them-
selves in a weaker position in future.

“They have removed any claw back clauses
and government will use this as a cost-saving
measure in future,” Leon Gilbert, PSA
spokesman told Reuters. He said the PSA did
not sign the deal. The government has previ-
ously said the agreement would cost around 61
billion rand ($5 billion) over three years and
includes housing and medical allowance
increases. — Reuters 

Singapore search for 
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GLOBAL ECONOMY WEEK AHEAD

TOKYO: Pedestrians walk past a display window of a shop in the Ginza shopping district in cen-
tral Tokyo yesterday. — AFP 
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CANAAN, Haiti: Before the Jan 2010
earthquake destroyed much of Haiti’s
capital, the only occupants of the arid
hills near the city’s northern edge were
skinny goats foraging amid the cactus
and scrub. Today, hardware stores sell
wood and rebar to a flood of home-
steaders and children lug water up
dusty paths between rows of cin-
derblock homes and tin-and-tarp
shacks. The government estimates that
in 51/2 years, some 250,000 people
have settled in the unregulated sprawl
called Canaan, named for the biblical
land of promise and prosperity.

Already considered Haiti’s fourth-
largest urban district, Canaan, could
reach 1 million people in a decade, and
alarmed authorities are moving to
exert some semblance of control.
Regularizing the informal metropolis,
however, won’t be easy. People dis-
placed by the devastating 7.0-magni-
tude quake have built up Canaan on
their own, using an estimated $100 mil-
lion of their personal money, some of it
sent from abroad by relatives, and
instilling a streak of independence of
which they are proud.

“Outsiders have not provided any-
thing to us,” Fabienne Bosquet said at
her family’s scrap-wood shelter as her
younger siblings stacked small bags of
charcoal for sale. “It is Haitians like us
that have made something out of
nothing.” Some of Canaan’s neighbor-
hoods boast food and barber shops,
churches, motorcycle taxi stands, and
daycare centers. Residents are a mix of
desperately poor Haitian families and
better-off but still struggling workers,
including professionals who commute
to Port-au-Prince some 20 km away.

But life here is not easy. Water can

be a long walk away, meals are cooked
over fire pits and bathrooms are just a
hole in the ground. After years of look-
ing on in dismay at the fast emerging
city, the Haitian government is intro-
ducing a pilot program to install basic
services in a central section of Canaan
while a master plan is developed for
the entire area. With $14 million from
the American Red Cross and USAID, the
program plans to put in paved roads,
schools, water and power in one zone
while collaborating with residents to
ensure their houses meet minimal con-
struction standards.

Both aid groups have been criticized
for failing to build housing after the
quake, a shortfall directors blamed in
large part on muddled land tenure
issues, logistical nightmares and strug-
gles cutting through bureaucracy. The
experience has resulted in “some pretty
tough lessons” for everyone involved,
said John Groarke, until recently
USAID’s mission director in Haiti. “It
really hasn’t been as efficient and cost-
effective as any of us have hoped.  And
what we’ve learned is that ordinary
Haitians, even poor Haitians, have the
resources and the resiliency to start
building their own houses,” he said
from his office in the US Embassy,
shortly before leaving for a new post-
ing in Pakistan.  “What we want to do is
get out of the way and let them do
that.”

Familiar Ills
While some see encouraging signs

in Canaan’s self-reliance, others see ills
familiar to the hemisphere’s poorest
nation: non-existent public services,
lack of decent jobs, unsanitary condi-
tions. “On the one hand, it’s amazing

that people have managed to survive
there and build houses. But on the oth-
er hand, it’s clearly not an ideal situa-
tion because it really is a new slum now
even if you put some money into it,”
said Robert Fatton Jr., a Haitian-born
professor at the University of Virginia
and author of the 2014 book “Haiti:
Trapped in the Outer Periphery.”

The biggest fear is that Canaan
might become another Cite Soleil, a
gang-heavy maze of shacks originally
planned as a community for laborers. In
the case of Canaan, the homesteaders
putting their own money and sweat
into the settlement makes them “very
open” to urban planning and upgrades
because they want to protect their
investments, said Clement Belizaire,
executive director of the government’s

agency for public buildings and hous-
ing.

Authorities accept that resettlement
is not an option for most residents,
Belizaire said. The government, howev-
er, will evict families living in ravines
and other very risky areas, especially as
more people arrive in search of jobs
expected to stem from a nearby sea-
port slated to open soon. “We know we
can’t stop this heavy influx of people so
we have to work with the people to
manage Canaan as it is now and for-
malize areas,” Belizaire said.  “This is a
very big priority.”

Showcase 
The government initially hoped

the area would be a showcase for
development,  with communities

planned around job-generating
industries like garment factories. But
those ideas fizzled after the quake
devastated the Port-au-Prince region
Jan 12, 2010. Desperate to find shelter
for thousands of survivors, the gov-
ernment of then President Rene
Preval claimed some 18,000 acres
through eminent domain.  One site
was to be Haiti’s first planned commu-
nity for the displaced, a group
camped on a flood-prone golf course.
But the roughly 50-acre lot of wooden
shelters created for them quickly
became surrounded by unregulated
sprawl.

Compensation for land in Canaan
remains a thorny issue. Families who
contend they owned the land before
the government expropriated it have
demanded money. But proving lot
ownership is a tall  order in Haiti ,
where the land registry is a shambles.
“One thing is for sure: Nobody who
moved there after the earthquake can
claim ownership of land, even if they
paid somebody for it,” Belizaire said.

In any case, many residents say
they will welcome help. Canaan is
now their home, not Port-au-Prince,
where complaints of punishing rents
and greedy landlords were common.
Tony St Germain runs a small phar-
macy by a bustling crossroads where
the pilot project will be centered and
where a community group has erect-
ed utility poles in the hopes they
might soon get on the grid. “We will
see if the government is really seri-
ous about helping us here,” he said,
sweat dripping from his forehead
after walking up a hil l  to his tiny
business. “I have a hope this place
will improve.” — AP 

Haiti seeks to control ‘city’ that emerged from quake

CANAAN, Haiti: In this June 20, 2015 photo, a father walks with his three
sons to a Saturday morning church service. — AP 

TOKYO: Japanese inflation remained
tepid while spending rose after 13
months of falls, official data showed yes-
terday, with analysts predicting more
easing ahead as the central bank tries
again to build up a head of steam. Core
inflation, excluding volatile fresh food
prices, was up 0.1 percent year-on-year,
beating market expectations for zero
growth but coming still well short of the
Bank of Japan’s 2.0 percent target. Lower
fuel prices and other energy costs
helped curb inflation, data from the
internal affairs ministry showed.

Separate data from the internal affairs
ministry showed household spending
rose 4.8 percent on-year in May, posting
the first rise since Japan hiked sales taxes
in April last year to help pay down a
huge national debt. But spending has
not yet recovered to the pre-hike level
and analysts were sticking to the view
that the Bank of Japan will almost cer-
tainly be forced to expand its monetary
easing scheme to jack up prices and
counter a downturn in the economy. The
good news is that the jobs market is
improving.

While the jobless rate was unchanged
at an 18-year low of 3.3 percent in May,
the labour ministry said the ratio of job
offers to job seekers rose to a 23-year
high of 1.19, meaning there were 119
offers to every 100 applicants and sug-
gesting even lower jobless rate in com-
ing months. “Unfortunately, though,
there are scant signs that the tighter
labour market has resulted in stronger
price pressure,” said Marcel Thieliant,
economist at Capital Economics. “The
big picture remains that there is still sub-
stantial spare capacity in the economy
which is dragging down prices,” he said
in a note.

Economists at SMBC Nikko Securities
noted more and more housewives and
senior people were joining the work-
force. “We should give heed to the fact
that increasing labour supply is easing
the tightening of the labour market and
curbing wages,” they said in a note. “The
BoJ’s scenario of higher wages leading to
home-made inflation is unlikely to hap-
pen,” they said. SMBC Nikko expected
Japan’s core consumer prices to fall as
much as 0.8 percent on-year by October
due to drops in energy prices.

Sustained inflation is a cornerstone of
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe’s drive to turn
around an economy that has been drift-
ing for much of the last two decades. His
pro-spending policies, coupled with the
central bank’s massive stimulus, has sent
the yen lower and boosted stock prices.
The benchmark index at the Tokyo Stock
Exchange hit its highest level in more
than 18 years this week. A lower yen is
positive for Japanese exports but
inflates import costs, which is translated
into higher retail prices. “We have to
carefully watch to see if households wel-
come an increase in prices,” said Atsushi
Takeda, an economist at Itochu Corp.
“They may still be in saving mode with-
out much wage growth,” he told
Bloomberg News. — AFP 

Japan inflation tepid, 
spending up in May
Jobless rate unchanged at 18-year low

TOKYO: Pedestrians walk past a display window of a shop offering a sale in the Ginza shopping dis-
trict in central Tokyo yesterday. — AFP 

SYDNEY: Ballerina Dimity Azoury from the Australian Ballet holds up the ‘Argyle
Prima’, a 1.20 carat Fancy Red diamond, during the launch of Rio Tinto’s Argyle Pink
Diamonds Tender yesterday. — AFP 

NAYPYIDAW, Myanmar: Hundreds of merchants from
China to Malaysia flocked to Naypyidaw yesterday to
inspect jade and other precious stones at an annual
auction that offered a glimpse into the country’s noto-
riously murky but lucrative gems industry. The 13-day
emporium that opened on Wednesday is expected to
draw around 5,000 local and foreign visitors who will
bid for the raw jade, gems, jewellery and sculptures up
for sale. Traders carefully examined raw slabs of jade
with torches and measuring tapes yesterday at a
sprawling complex in the former-junta ruled nation’s
capital.

“We invited (merchants from) Hong Kong, Malaysia,
Thailand and China for this year’s gems emporium,”
Than Zaw Oo, vice-chairman of the event’s organising
committee, told AFP. “More than 2,000 gem traders
came from those countries. Most are from China,” he
added. Up to 90 percent of the world’s jadeite - the
most sought-after type of jade - is mined in northern

Myanmar, feeding a vast appetite for the green stone in
Asia and particularly China, where it is believed to ward
off evil spirits and improve health.

The country’s secretive trade remains highly prof-
itable, although the exact revenues from sales of the
precious stone remain unknown. Large amounts of
jade are sold through illegal mines and in rebel-held
areas despite reforms by a quasi-civilian government
aimed at opening up the resource-rich nation. Kyaw
Naing, a gems company owner from Mandalay on the
look-out for high-quality jade, said it was tough work
negotiating a good deal. “We normally bid for 10 items
each day. If we are lucky, we will get them for the price
that we want,” he said.

According to state media, last year’s gems empori-
um generated a record $3.4 billion and was attended
by more than 4,000 traders from Thailand, China, Hong
Kong and Japan. This year’s sale will showcase 8,943
lots of jade and 323 lots of gems. — AFP 

SYDNEY: Sixty-five extremely rare pink and
red diamonds were unveiled yesterday by
mining giant Rio Tinto which expects the
stones from a remote western Australia
mine to fetch record prices. The diamonds
come from the Anglo-Australian firm’s
Argyle mine - where more than 90 percent
of the world’s pink and red jewels are pro-
duced each year. “This year, we probably
have the most valuable tender ever,” Rio
Tinto diamonds and minerals chief execu-
tive Alan Davies told AFP of the annual sale.
“So we’ve got a number of fancy reds and
the colour and the clarity this year is truly
unique. They are so rare that all of the pinks
you can have in the palm of your hand and
all the reds you can count on one hand, so
they truly are in the category of luxury col-
lection.”

The 2015 collection features five “hero”
gems, including a 1.93 carat fancy vivid
purplish pink shield-shaped diamond and a
1.47 carat fancy red oval-shaped jewel. Rio
said this year’s selection, which weighs a

total of 44.14 carats, had some of the “most
vivid” pink and red diamonds ever
unearthed from the mine. The jewels are
around 1.6 billion years old and routinely
fetch US$1-2 million a carat. As a basic rule
of thumb, pink and red diamonds are
worth about 50 times more than white dia-
monds.

Davies said there was worldwide inter-
est in the diamonds - which will go from
Sydney to Hong Kong, New York and Perth
before the bidding process closes on Oct
21 - as they are viewed, like artwork, as col-
lectibles. “There’s tremendous interest in
Asia, but this is a global market, so it is Asia,
the Middle East, United States, everywhere,”
he added. “We’ve seen growth in value of
more than 10 percent a year for more than
12 years, and we expect that to continue.” It
is not known how the diamonds acquired
their pink or red tinge but it is thought to
come from a molecular structure distortion
as the jewel forms in the earth’s crust or
makes its way to the surface. — AFP 

Rio Tinto puts ‘vivid’ pink,
red diamonds on market

HANOI: Vietnam’s economy grew by
6.28 percent in the first half of this year,
racing along at its fastest rate since
2008, official figures showed yesterday.
Gross domestic product (GDP) rose to
6.28 percent in January-June, according
to General Statistics Office estimates, up
from 5.18 percent in the same period
last year, and 4.9 percent in 2013. The
country last hit similar heights in 2008
when it enjoyed 6.5 percent GDP
growth over the same reporting period,
according to official statistics.

The country’s central bank has deval-
ued the currency, the dong, twice so far
this year, most recently in May, in an
effort to boost slowing exports.
“Vietnam appears to be staging a solid
economic recovery,” Research group
Capital Economics said in response to
the figures. Economist Le Dinh An said
the growth figures showed Vietnam’s
economy was recovering well, adding
that it had little to do with the devalua-
tions. “GDP growth is high partly thanks

to efforts by the central government
and cities in revenue and tax collection,”
he told AFP.

He said the government is on course
to reach its official growth target for the
whole of 2015 of 6.2 percent GDP
growth. It is also in the process of easing
business regulations and a long-running
privatisation drive, which the govern-
ment hopes will boost the country’s
economic outlook. Despite the solid
GDP growth figures, which exceeded
most estimates, the country still faces
“big challenges” in the coming years,
Minister of Planning and Investment Bui
Quang Vinh told state media this week.

The country needs to boost agricul-
tural production and exports and
improve the competitiveness of state-
owned companies, Vinh said. In a brief-
ing note Capital Economics said
Vietnam was pointing in the right direc-
tion led by increasingly strong manufac-
turing pitching the country as “a low-
cost alternative to China”. — AFP 

Vietnam economy 
grows by 6.28% 
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in Myanmar for auction

NAYPYIDAW: Merchants browse jade stones during the 52nd Myanmar Jade and Gem Emporium at the
Maniyadana Emporium Hall yesterday. — AFP 
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NEW YORK: The prospect of Greece defaulting on its debt
has long been viewed as the recipe for a global stock mar-
ket disaster. Yet some fund managers are prospering by
ignoring the risks of another financial crisis and moving
more money into European stocks. Brian Burrell, co-port-
folio manager of the $11.5 billion Thornburg International
Value fund, increased the percentage of European stocks
such as French materials maker Compagnie de Saint-
Gobain and French construction company Vinci in his
portfolio by 10 percentage points since the end of 2014,
making European stocks 65 percent of his total assets.

Now, he’s reaping the rewards: with broad European
stock markets up by 15 percent or more for the year to
date, his fund is up 17.1 percent over the same time, a
performance that ranks among the best international
funds and leaves the 2.5 percent gain in US stocks far
behind. At a time when the average international fund
tracked by Lipper has dropped its holdings of European
stocks by 1 percentage point, to an average of 43 percent,
fund managers like Burrell that went the other way are
outperforming.

Now, with Greece and the so-called “Troika” of primary
creditors - the European Commission, the European
Central Bank and the International Monetary Fund - once
again at an impasse, several of these fund managers say
that they are ready to double down on European stocks
should the market start to sell-off if Greece does indeed
default. “People are starting to react to headlines, and
that’s when we start buying,” said Michael Testorf, a co-
portfolio manager of the $53.8 million RSQ International
Equity fund.

Reasons for Bullishness
Chief among their reasons for bullishness: the convic-

tion that Greece’s debt standoff, now drawn out for four
years, has given Europe’s financial system enough time to
prepare, preventing the sort of panic that sent stocks
tumbling in 2008 when Lehman Brothers fell. At the same
time, the European Central Bank has expanded its quanti-
tative easing program to lower interest rates, helping spur
economic growth and leading to an 11 percent drop in
the euro against the dollar in the first quarter.

Combined with lower oil prices, the ECB now expects
eurozone GDP to grow by 1.5 percentage points in 2015
and 1.9 percentage points in 2016. The eurozone econo-
my rose by an annual rate of 1 percent in the most recent
quarter. To be sure, the significant decline in the value of
the euro has eaten into the returns for some dollar-based
investors.  Burrell, the Thornburg fund manager, said that
his portfolio had partial currency hedges in place during
the early part of the first quarter, but that the fund no
longer has currency hedges in place after the euro’s
decline.

Testorf, whose fund has been trimming its holdings of

Japanese stocks to have cash available to buy European
stocks on declines, is planning on increasing his holdings
of Italian banks such as Intesa Sanpaolo and Banca
Popolare di Milano in the event of a selloff. Both compa-
nies should benefit from increased consolidation in the
Italian banking sector over the next 12 months, he said,
which will give the companies more pricing power.
“We’ve been long-term believers in the repair of Europe,
and you’re starting to see it in the economic numbers.
We are confident that you’re going to see GDP growth of
over 2 percent in the eurozone by 2016,” he said. A Greek
default would also likely lead to an immediate recession

in the country, muting the appeal of anti-austerity move-
ments in Spain and Italy, he added.

Not all fund managers that have benefited from
Europe’s stock rally are as optimistic, however. Michael
Allison, a co-portfolio manager of the $423 million Eaton
Vance Global Dividend fund, increased his stake in
European stocks by 64 percent between the end of 2014
and April.  Yet much of that move was timed to capture
annual dividend payments, and not indicative of his
long-term outlook for Europe, he said, adding that the
fund has since sold some of its European holdings. “With
Greece, who knows what could happen. You could have

a very unpleasant outcome for investors, and we don’t
try to position ourselves with macro outcomes in mind,”
he said.

Burrell, the Thornburg fund manager, said that he is
not overly concerned that a Greek default would affect
his holdings in companies such as wealth manager UBS
or Telecom Italia. Instead, he’s looking for signs that the
European economy is truly improving before he decides
to significantly increase his positions from here. “We’re in
the phase where need to see fundamental growth kick
in. If that happens, then these stocks are still quite com-
pelling valuation-wise,” he said. — Reuters 

Unfazed by Greece, some fund managers stay bullish on Europe

LONDON: Oil prices fell yesterday as
investors  awaited the outcome of
Iranian nuclear talks which could lead
to a  big  increase in  I ranian crude
exports at a time when the market is
already over-supplied. Dealers also
kept an eye on negotiations to try to
avert a Greek debt default and avoid
Greece’s exit from the euro. A Greek
default would be likely to strengthen
the dollar against the euro, providing
headwinds for oil and other commodi-
ties priced in dollars, economists say.

Brent crude for August was down 50
cents at $62.70 a barrel by 1345 GMT
af ter  ending the previous  sess ion
down 29 cents. US crude was down 70
cents at $59.00 a barrel after finishing
Thursday down 57 cents. Analysts and
traders said the market was being
pressured by a mix of bearish factors,
including the possibility that Iran may
strike a deal with Western powers to
end economic sanctions.  A resump-
tion of Iranian crude exports would
exacerbate a global over-supply.

“A significant amount of unneeded
oil will flow into the global markets in
a relatively short time frame as Iran
has a large volume of oil  sitting in

floating storage that is likely to hit the
market very quickly,” said Dominick
Chirichella of the Energy Management
Institute. Ole Hansen, senior commodi-
ty strategist at Saxo Bank, suggested
such a deal could push the market
down 5-10 percent.

A glut of unsold North Sea and West
African barrels in the Atlantic Basin is
weighing on Brent, with the physical
market struggling to find homes for
crude that loaded on to tankers weeks
ago. North Sea Forties crude fell to its
lowest level since the 2008 financial
crisis on Thursday. “ There’s a lot of
crude oi l  that ’s  t r y ing to  f ind a
home...That limits the potential for a
crude oil rally and puts pressure on the
price,” said Olivier Jakob, managing
director of Petromatrix.

A n a l y s t s  s a i d  t h e  U S  p r o d u c t s
market was also weak. US gasoline
stocks unexpectedly built last week.
“The market is in trouble again. Two
of the f ive (major oil  futures)  con-
tracts are below key supports,  and
o n e  o f  t h e m  i s  R B O B  ( g a s o l i n e )
which is not a good sign,” said Robin
Bieber, a technical analyst at PVM Oil
Associates. —Reuters 

LONDON: Gold edged off two-week
lows yesterday on caution ahead of
crunch talks on Greece this week-
end, although concerns over the
longer-term outlook for the metal
in an environment of rising interest
rates capped gains. Greece failed
again to clinch a deal with its inter-
national creditors on Thursday, set-
t ing up a  last- ditch ef for t  on
Saturday either to avert a default
next week or start preparing to pro-
tect the euro zone from financial
market turmoil.

Spot gold was up 0.1 percent at
$1,173.90 an ounce at 1142 GMT,
while U.S. gold futures for August
delivery were up $1.40 an ounce at
$1,173.20. Spot gold earlier fell to
$1,169.98, its lowest since June 8.
“Gold for  the moment seems to
have found a bit of a floor, and that
seems to have given confidence to
buyers,” Societe Generale analyst
Robin Bhar said. “We’re all watching
Greece. If there is an agreement,
gold should give up these modest
gains.”

Gold also drew support from a
r ise  in  holdings of  gold-backed
exchange-traded funds, which issue
securities backed by physical metal,
this week after outflows earlier this
year. Holdings of the biggest gold
E TF,  SPDR Gold Shares,  rose 6 .9
tonnes on Thursday, their biggest
one - day increase s ince Feb 2 .

Global stocks fell on Friday as equi-
ty investors sought to cut exposure
to risk after Greece and its creditors
again failed to resolve their differ-
ences.

Expectations that the Federal
Reserve is set to increase interest
rates for the first time in nearly a
decade, boosting the opportunity
cost of holding non-yielding bul-
lion, have pressured gold this year,
keeping it in a narrow range. Gold
has held largely between $1,160
and $1,230 since mid-March, strug-
gling to break higher despite an
ostensibly bullish rise in tensions
over Greece.

S i lver  was  l i t t le  changed at
$15.83 an ounce,  having brief ly
touched a  three -month low of
$15.50. Spot platinum was down
0.2 percent at $1,078.65 an ounce,
while spot palladium was down 0.1
percent  at  $677.32  an  ounce.
Palladium fell to a near two-year
low on Thursday,  post ing i ts
b iggest  one - day  drop s ince
S eptember,  on  concerns  that
demand is  not  r i s ing quick ly
enough to offset plentiful supply.
“While short-term moves are driven
by many fac tors  and the  meta l
faces a number of challenges, we
think the underlying weakness is
due to a sharp slowdown in global
auto sales growth,” Macquarie said
in a note. — Reuters 

ATHENS: An elderly woman walks in a green market yesterday. — AFP 

HANGZHOU: An investor walks by the screen displaying stock prices at a brokerage house in eastern China’s Zhejiang province yesterday. — AFP 

European stocks sag before 
crunch weekend for Greece

China shares sink as economy falters
LONDON: European stocks fell yesterday as
investors sought to cut exposure to risk after
Greece and its creditors again failed to resolve
their differences, paving the way for a last-ditch
effort today to avert a default. Currency and bond
markets took a more cautious stance, driven by
expectations that negotiators could still “pull a
rabbit out of the hat”, as one strategist put it,
before a Tuesday deadline when Athens has to
repay 1.6 bill ion euros ($1.8 bill ion) to the
International Monetary Fund.

US stocks were set to open tentatively higher
after the underperformance in Europe and an ear-
lier slump across Asian bourses. Greek prime min-
ister Alexis Tsipras expressed his government’s
frustrations with creditors’ demands for austerity
to French and German counterparts on Friday, evi-
dence of the gulf that needs to be closed in week-
end talks. “Little appears to have come of this
meeting beyond the usual disagreements and
warnings, leaving the chances of a deal hanging
on the success of today’s ‘decisive’ Eurogroup
meeting,” said Spreadex analyst Connor Campbell.

If default cannot be averted, participants at
today’s meeting are expected to start preparing a
“Plan B” to protect the euro zone from financial
market turmoil. The pan-European FTSEurofirst
300 index was down 0.3 percent at 1,568.81
points by 1100 GMT. The MSCI index of world
shares fell for a third day, down 0.2 percent at
433.35 points. In currency markets, where the
impact of news on Greece has been less clear, the
euro trod water at $1.1205, stuck within a tight
$1.1150-$1.1250 range for a third session.

Ten-year Bund yields, which set the standard
for euro zone borrowing costs, were also broadly
flat at 0.87 percent. Yields on lower-rated euro
zone bonds in Italy, Spain and Portugal, the three
countries seen most vulnerable to spillovers from
the Greek crisis, were also stable. “The market still
thinks either the EU or Greece are going to pull a
rabbit out of the hat at the last minute,” said Nick
Stamenkovic, bond strategist at RIA Capital
Markets. “Don’t underestimate the Europeans.

Europe has always surprised and the market
thinks it’s going to do it again.”

Shanghai Slide
Earlier, Chinese stocks, which often march to

their own drum beat, were knocked down as
investors stampeded out of a market which has
had an eight-month-long bull run. The CSI300
index of the largest listed companies in Shanghai
and Shenzhen fell 7.9 percent - the biggest drop
in seven years - while the Shanghai Composite
Index skidded 7.4 percent. Further falls in China
stocks “will send ripples throughout Asian mar-
kets,” investment advisor Rivkin said in a note.

Anxiety about Greece pressured shares else-

where in Asia.  MSCI’s broadest index of Asia-
Pacific shares outside Japan closed down over 1
percent, recording its sixth week of losses. Japan’s
Nikkei ended down 0.3 percent. Despite house-
hold spending rising more than expected, infla-
tion has remained flat, keeping alive expectations
for more central bank stimulus later this year.

In commodities trading, Brent crude edged
down 0.1 percent to $63.13 a barrel while US
crude eased, with both stuck in tight ranges as
investors focused on Greece. “ Traders and
investors are very much on tenterhooks on the
outcome (of talks on Greece),” said Ben Le
Brun, market analyst at OptionsXpress in
Sydney.— Reuters 

Oil falls as market eyes 
Iran and Greece talks

Gold edges up ahead
of Greek debt talks

SEOUL: A vendor waits for customers inside her shop. South Korea on June 25 announced a
$14 billion stimulus package to boost its troubled economy, hammered by the deadly MERS
outbreak which has dented consumer spending and business sentiment.  — AFP 
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Credit ratings have to be understood right
ALSHALL WEEKLY ECONOMIC REPORT

KUWAIT: In its report issued last week, Fitch Credit Rating
Agency confirmed continued Kuwait’s sovereign credit rating
at AA with a stable future outlook. Such reports are good if
they are understood correctly. And to understand their pur-
pose, we have to compare the classification with the list of
used criteria to determine the rank. The summary is that
macroeconomic performance is “weak”, the public finance is
“strong”, the fiscal and external position is “strong” and the
structural features are “weak”.  This is why it is a credit rating
directed to its audience in the first place who are interested in
financial dealing with Kuwait in the medium term at most. In
this perspective it is not an economic report but report of the
financial solvency of the existing or potential creditors. The
big difference between the two is that the focus in the eco-
nomic classification report is on the macroeconomic perform-
ance, which was rated “weak”, and on the structural features of
the economy with “weak” rating. 

If the rating was economic, Kuwait will get weak rating,
too. Any economic report will adopt the principle of sustain-
ability, which extends beyond the medium term. In economy,
it achieved fragile real growth at   0.9 percent in 2014 accord-
ing to Fitch, and is expected to grow at 1.8 percent in 2015. Oil
share contribution to GDP is at 60 percent, and 80 percent of
government public finance, after including foreign invest-
ments income. Therefore is no doubt that sustainability is not
possible. 

We will not re-narrate the report content as it is published
in all press media. We, however, would like to comment on
certain points contained therein to remove some confusion to
some non-specialist readers. The first remark is about the
breakeven price of a barrel of Kuwaiti crude oil in the current
public budget, which Fitch estimated at $57 per barrel, while
the Finance Ministry estimated it at around $77 a barrel. The
$20 difference is caused by “Fitch” Agency including the
income from Kuwait’s sovereign foreign investments within
the income items in the State budget, while the Finance
Ministry does not include them. We concur with the Finance
Ministry opinion because foreign investments are not the out-
come of surplus income from an economic activity but are a
substitute of an oil origin by a monetary origin.  The second
point is about the volume of these investments. The published
and informal number is about $528 billion as per the leaked
report of the state financial status last year. Fitch Agency how-
ever estimates it at about 270 percent of GDP in 2014 of
approximately KD 50 billion, ie around KD 135 billion or about
$450 billion. 

We reemphasize that such reports - Fitch or others - are
important due to their professionalism despite the bad role
played by the non-sovereign reporting credit rating agencies
in making the late global financial crisis. However, employing
them beyond their purpose is a serious error that may con-
tribute to promotion of extremely dangerous economic poli-
cies. They are concerned with the state’s credit solvency over
the medium term and they are irrelevant to achieving the eco-
nomic sustainability principle. 

Aggregated Performance for Banks’ Sector 
We completed last week our last analysis of the first three

months’ performance of the current year to nine Kuwaiti
banks individually. With our analysis of Warba Bank in this cur-
rent report, we complete analysis of the entire banking sector.
Consolidated figures indicate that the Banks’ net profits, after
deduction of taxes and minority rights, scored KD 197.7 mil-
lion, KD 25.7 million increase, 14.9 percent, compared with KD
172.1 million for the same period in 2014. Profits of five tradi-
tional banks scored about KD 139.2 million representing
about 70.4 percent of the total net profits of the ten banks,
with 12.9 percent rise, compared with the same period last
year. Islamic banks achieved some KD 58.5 million, represent-
ing approximately 29.6 percent of the net profits of the ten
banks, rising by about 20.1 percent from the same period last
year. This means, the performance of the traditional banks is
better but the growth rate of Islamic banks is higher. 

All banks scored improved profits during this period at
varying rates .Average return on assets and return rate on
equity rights rose, though with dominance to the decline in
the balance of provisions as a result of reduced defaulting
loans at banks. 

Financial performance statements show, compared with
the same period last year, a healthy rise in total operating rev-
enues of banks by about 9.7 percent, vis-a-vis less rise in the
value of operating expenses by approximately 2.3 percent,
resulting in a higher net operating income before provisions
and distribution of depositors’ shares to around KD 435 mil-
lion (KD 380.3 million), 14.4 percent increase. The impact was
directly reflected on the rise in the net value of banks’ profits. 

Provisions balance rose during the first three months of
this year by KD 6.7 million, or 6.3 percent, bringing their total
to net profit to about 57.6 percent (62.3 percent for the same
period of last year). Total figures of reserved provisions of the
sector during the first quarter of this year are considered the
least after the first quarter of 2014 and compared with the
quarters in the post-crisis year. Distributions’ value to deposi-
tors increased by KD 12 million, 17.5 percent, compared with
the same period last year. Merging Boubyan Bank statements
with those of the National Bank’s data was not taken into
account. Price multiplier to profitability (P/E) for the ten banks
amounted to 64 times (improved) compared with 83.8 times
for the same period last year. Return on assets of the sector
rose slightly to about 0.28 percent (0.27 percent). Return on
equity also rose to about 2.35 percent (2.18 percent). 

Al Juman Center mentions that the banks vary in their pro-
visions ratio to their loans and advances balance. The highest
went to Commercial Bank of Kuwait (CBK) at about 7 percent,
then for the Gulf Bank at about 6.6 percent; the lowest went to
the new Warba Bank at about 1.4 percent. The overall average
to the ten banks scored 4.8 percent. Loans and advances con-
centration is still high. NBK’s share out of net loans and
advances is about 31.6 percent, 20.9 percent for KFH. This
means two banks only captured 52.5 percent, and the other
eight banks were satisfied with the other half, or by 47.5 per-
cent. The lowest went to Warba Bank by 1 percent and then
Kuwait International Bank by 2.8 percent, both are Islamic
banks. 

The Central Bank’s statistical monthly bulletin (March 2015)
state that balance of total credit facilities for residents provid-
ed by local banks scored about KD 31.078 billion, representing
approximately 54.8 percent of the total assets of local banks,
rising nearly by KD 1.580 billion over the end of March 2014, a
growth rate of approximately 5.4 percent. Total personal facili-
ties thereof scored about KD 12.654 billion, or 40.7 percent, of
the total credit facilities (KD 11.609 billion by the end of March
2014), a growth rate of about 8.9 percent. Value of installment
loans scored about KD 8.347 billion, which accounted for 66
percent of total personal facilities, and approximately KD
2.814 billion were for buying stocks, 22.3 percent, of total per-
sonal facilities and consumer loans amounted to approxi-
mately KD 1.201 billion. 

National Bank of Kuwait achieved the highest value in the
10 banks’ profits of about KD 96.5 million, or about 48.8 per-
cent out of the net profits of the ten banks, rising by around
15 percent, compared with the same period in 2014. And KFH
achieved the second highest profits of about KD 29.9 million,
or about 15.1 percent of the net profits of the 10 banks, a
growth rate by 14.7 percent, compared with the same period
of the previous year, benefiting from a decline in provisions.
Warba Bank was the least in contribution to the quarterly
profit balance, with KD 77,000 profit (-162,000). 

Boubyan Bank achieved the highest growth rate in profits

of around 29.7 percent and scored KD 7.4 million (KD 5.7 mil-
lion). And “Ahli United Bank” achieved about KD 15.4 million
(KD 12.1 million), i.e. a growth rate at 27.2 percent. These fig-
ures show that all banks have exceeded the difficult condi-
tions. We can safely claim that the banks sector’s track, despite
the weak growth of financing activity, its principal activity, and
its deviation towards real estate and their installed loans, with
their big risks, but it is getting better though we have to wait
until the geopolitical risks trends and directions and the
impacts of weak oil prices become clear. 2015 remainder will
be critical in reading the potential impacts of these risks.  

Some Energy Statistics 4102 
Volume 4102 titled “BP Statistical Review of World Energy -

June 4102” issued by British Petroleum (BP), and published on
its website, indicates a drop in the growth rate of consump-
tion of global energy to 0.9 percent in 2014 (the weakest since
2009). The increase in the growth rates of consumption of
global energy vis-à-vis 2013 scored 2 percent for hydroelec-
tricity, 1.8 percent for nuclear energy, 0.8 percent for oil, 0.4
percent for natural gas, and 0.4 percent for coal -most pollut-
ing-. 

Global proved oil reserves in the end of 2014 scored about
1700.1 billion barrels, a drop by about -0.9 billion barrels from
2013. BP adjusted 2013 figures slightly upwards to 1701 bil-
lion barrels instead of 1687.9 billion barrels , up  by  13.1 bil-
lion barrels, due to Russian’s oil reserves, upwards adjustment
to 105 billion barrels, at the end of 2013, instead of 93 billion
barrels (+12.9 percent). The Middle East region contributes
about 810.7 billion barrels, i.e., about 47.7 percent of global oil
reserves, and about 99.3 percent (of the 47.7 percent) of
which is in the Gulf region (GCC excluding Bahrain and includ-
ing Iraq and Iran). South and Central America contribute
about 19.4 percent (about 330.2 billion barrels), and North
America contributes about 13.7 percent (about 232.5 billion
barrels), while Europe and Central Asia contribute 9.1 percent
(about 154.8 billion barrels), Africa by about 7.6 percent
(about 129.2 billion barrels), and finally Asia Pacific by 2.5 per-
cent (about 42.7 billion barrels). 

The Middle East region produced 31.7 percent of global oil
production in 2014, which amounted to about 88.673 million
barrels/day (Saudi Arabia 12.9 percent, UAE 4 percent and Iran
4 percent), and ME contributes (as mentioned earlier) about
47.7 percent of global oil reserves. North America produced

20.5 percent of global oil production (USA 12.3 percent),
Europe and Central Asia 19.8 percent (Russian Federation 12.7
percent), Africa 9.3 percent and Pacific Asia 9.4 percent (China
5 percent). Asia Pacific consumed about 33.9 percent of global
oil consumption (China 12.4 percent, Japan 4.7 percent, India
4.3 percent and South Korea 2.6 percent), North America con-

sumed about 24.3 percent (USA 19.9 percent), Europe and
Central Asia consumed about 20.4 percent (Russian
Federation 3.5 percent). This means oil is consumed beyond
where its reserves are concentrated, which attaches high
strategic importance to the Gulf region. The magnitude of
consumption started to tilt eastwards and will increase with
time, for China, Japan and India now consume collectively
more than the USA. 

The Middle East region’s contribution to the natural gas
reserves is about 42.7 percent of global reserves, where Iran
contributes about 18.2 percent of global reserves, Qatar about
13.1 percent, Saudi Arabia about 4.4 percent and UAE about

3.3 percent. Europe and Central Asia account for about 31 per-
cent of global reserves (Russian Federation 17.4 percent and
Turkmenistan 9.3 percent) and produce about 28.8 percent of
global natural gas production (Russian Federation 16.7 per-
cent), and Europe and Center Asia consumed about 29.6 per-

cent of global consumption (Russian Federation 12 percent),
and North America produces about 27.7 percent of global
production, though it owns 6.5 percent of global natural gas
reserves only. North America consumes slightly more natural
gas than it produces, i.e. about 28.3 percent of global con-
sumption (USA 22.7 percent); Asia Pacific consumes about

19.9 percent, and has 8.2 percent of global reserves and pro-
duces 15.3 percent of global production. This means natural
gas consumption is concentrated more in its production sites. 

Coal reserve is distributed differently, with Europe and
Central Asia accounting for about 34.8 percent of global
reserves, of which Russian Federation accounts for about 17.6
percent, while Asia Pacific accounts for about 32.3 percent
(China 12.8 percent, Australia 8.6 percent and India 6.8 per-
cent). North America has about 27.5 percent (USA alone 26.6

percent). In terms of production, Asia Pacific surpasses all oth-
ers by a production rate of 69.2 percent of global production
(China 46.9 percent). North America produces 14 percent of
global production (about 12.9 percent produced by the

United States), while Europe and Central Asia accounted for
11.2 percent and Russian Federation produces 4.3 percent.
Asia Pacific consumes about 71.5 percent of global consump-
tion (about 50.6 percent of global consumption is consumed
by China alone), North America consumes about 12.6 percent,
while Europe and Central Asia consume about 12.3 percent.
From the foregoing, it is obvious that the characteristic con-
centration of coal reserves in consuming countries justifies the
growing demand on it, and the growth in its consumption
rates, although it is being the most pollutant energy source. 

Finally, oil, apart from other energy alternatives, enjoys an
advantage which is still strong that its consumption repre-
sents about 32.6 percent of global consumption of energy,
leaving about 30 percent for coal, about 23.7 percent for natu-
ral gas, about 6.8 percent for hydroelectricity, about 4.4 per-
cent for nuclear energy and about 2.5 percent for renewable
energy. 

Warba Bank Financial Results – First Quarter 2015 
The bank announced its results for the first quarter of the

current year which indicate that the bank net profit - after
tax deduction – totaled KD 77,000 vis-à-vis a KD 162,000 loss
in the same period of 2014. This means the bank continues
its positive performance and achieved KD 239,000 profit. The
reason for this profit is due to the rise in total operational
incomes by a higher value than the rise in total operational
expenses. 

In details, total operations incomes increased by KD 1.2
million and scored KD 5 million (KD 3.8 million in the same
period 2014), due to a rise in the item of placements and
financing income by KD 1.7 million to KD 4.4 million (KD 2.7
million in the same period 2014). That is mainly due to the
increase by 43.7 percent in the financing portfolio on 31
March 2015 compared with the same period of last year.
While the item of investments incomes decreased by KD
566,000 to KD 499,000 (KD 1.1 million). 

Total operations expenditures and total provision for
impairment rose by less value than the rise in total opera-
tions incomes. They increased by KD 169,000 to KD 3.5 mil-
lion (KD 3.3 million). All items of operations expenditures
increased (staff costs, general and administrative expenses,
depreciation and finance costs) increased by KD 618,000, or
by 22.1 percent,  to KD 3.4 mil l ion (KD 2.8 mil l ion) .
Percentage of total operations expenditures to total opera-
tional incomes scored 67.9 percent (73.4 percent), while
item of the provision for impairment decreased by KD
449,000, or by 83.5 percent, and scored KD 89,000 (KD
538,000 in the same period of last year). Percentage of
deducting provisions burdens form net profits scored 53.6
percent down from 143.1 percent. Item of distributions to
depositors increased by KD 800,000 and scored KD 1.4 mil-
lion (KD 638,000 in the same period of last year). This
explains the rise in the net profit margin before the distribu-
tions to depositor at 34.4 percent for the first three months
in the current year, compared with 17.4 percent in the same
period of last year. 

The bank’s financial statements indicate that the bank’s
total assets increased by KD 32.1 million, or by 5.4 percent,
and scored about KD 626.9 million (KD 594.8 million in the
end of 2014). And increase in total assets by KD 197.8 mil-
lion, or by 46.1 percent, when compared with KD 429.2 mil-
lion in the same period 2014. Item of financing receivables
increased by KD 3.9 million, or by 1 percent, to KD 392.1 mil-
lion (62.5 percent of total assets) compared with KD 388.2
million (65.3 percent of total assets) in the end of 2014. It
however increased by 43.7 percent, or by KD 119.3 million,
compared with KD 272.8 million (63.6 percent of total assets)
in the same period 2014. Also, item of placements with
banks increased by KD 12.8 million, or by 10.5 percent, to KD
135.4 million (21.6 percent of total assets) compared with KD
122.6 million (20.6 percent of total assets) in the end of 2014.
And it increased by 157.9 percent, i.e. KD 82.9 million com-
pared with KD 52.5 million (12.2 percent of total assets). 

Figures indicate that the bank’s liabilities (without calcu-
lating total equities) increased by KD 31.9 million, or by 6.3
percent, and scored KD 534.9 million (KD 502.9 million in the
end of 2014) and increased by KD 196.8 million, or by 58.2
percent, compared with the total in the same period last
year. Percentage of loans and advances to deposits scored
73.9 percent down from 81.7 percent. 

Results of analyzing the bank’s financial statements calcu-
lated on annual basis indicate that all profitability indexes
rose compared with the same period 2014. The return on
average equities (ROE) increased to 0.3 percent compared
with -0.7 percent loss. Likewise, the return on average capital
(ROC) increased to 0.3 percent (-0.6 percent loss). Likewise,
return on average bank assets (ROA) increased to 0.1 percent
(-0.2 percent loss).  EPS profit  scored 0.08 fils versus -0.16 fils.
(P/B) scored about 2.3 times, compared with about 3 times. 

The Weekly Performance of Kuwait Stock Exchange 
The performance of Kuwait Stock Exchange (KSE) for the

last week was less active, where all indexes showed a
decrease, the traded value index, the traded volume index,
the number of transactions index, and the general index also
showed a decrease, AlShall Index (value index) closed at
421.3 points at the closing of last Thursday, showing a
decrease of 1 points or about 0.2 percent compared to the
end of the previous week and it decreased by 22.7 points or
about 5.1 percent compared to the end of 2014. 



KUWAIT:  Arabian I nformation
Technology Solut ions  Co WLL
(arabianITS), an ISO 9001:2008 cer-
tified company and subsidiary of
Sultan Telecom/ Sultan Center
Group of Companies along with
Nexthink conducted a well-attend-
ed end user event on the June 3,
2015 at the Courtyard, Marriott,
Kuwait. 

Nexthink is an innovator of End-
user IT Analytics for security, ITSM
and transformation and uniquely
provides enterprise-wide, real-time
analytics covering all endpoints,
users,  applications and network
connections; and visualization of IT
infrastructure and service delivery.
Nex think helps  IT  depar tments
connect, communicate and collab-
orate to achieve their major goals
and to optimize endpoint security,
operations, support and workplace
transformation projects. Their real-
time analytics and visualization
extend help desk, server monitor-
ing, APM (application performance
management) and PCLM (PC lifecy-
cle management) tools and provide
essential visibility for IT governance
and provide actionable insight to
help IT depar tments work more
proactively and arr ive at  better

business decisions.
Nexthink’s unique approach to

real-time end-user IT analytics has
resulted in their being named a
Gartner Cool Vendor in ITOA for
2014. arabianITS, a well-known and
respected IT  Security  Solutions
provider in Kuwait has been at the
forefront in bringing leading tech-
nologies  for  augmenting IT
Security and its management for
enterprise class customers across
various industry verticals in Kuwait.

An IT Security Consultant from a
leading Bank in Kuwait said “IT ana-
lytics provide real-time monitoring
from the end-user perspective in
addition to the historical context
that saves my team valuable time
and resources with ticket avoid-
ance and better targeting informa-
tion for software deliver y jobs.”
Another attendee was of the opin-
ion that Nexthink makes End-user
IT Analytics available to a broader
audience with low training invest-
ments. The printing analytics pro-
vide cost savings intelligence and
additional threat indicators in addi-
tion to network traffic anomalies to
identify risks of data exfiltration.
The event was well attended and
received by the audience.
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$15.3bn investments
in SMEs in 2014

GOIC REPORT
KUWAIT: The Gulf Organization for
I ndustr ia l  Consult ing (GOIC )
revealed that the number of small
and medium-sized factories in the
GCC countries was around 13,480
in 2014, including 10,809 small
factories and 2,671 medium facto-
ries.

Abdulaziz Bin Hamad Al-Ageel,
secretary-general of GOIC pointed
out that the total investments in
smal l  and medium industr ies
throughout GCC countries touched
$15.3 billion in 2014, which is the
equivalent of 4.1 per cent of the
total investments in the Gulf indus-
trial sector, amounting to $380.1
billion. Al-Ageel noted that $6 bil-
lion were invested in small-scale
industries and $9.4 billion dollars
in medium industries.

GOIC relies for the classification
of industr ies,  on the uniformly
invested capital standard to distin-
guish between the different types
of gulf industries, after a thorough
review of the manufacturing indus-
try database components in the
Gulf Cooperation Council states,
where small industries are those
that have less investments than $2
million, and medium sized indus-
tries are those with a capital rang-
ing between $2 million and less
than $6 million. 

According to GOIC data,  the
small and medium-sized factories
amounted in 2014 for 82.7 percent
of the total number of factories
operating in manufacturing indus-
tries. In the same context, these
industries offer employment to
44.1 percent of the total industrial
sector workforce in spite of the
small size of investments which
contributed by 4 percent of the
total investments in the manufac-
turing industries.

According to GOIC data,  the
number of small and medium-sized
factories in the GCC countries was
around 13,480 in 2014, including
10,809 small factories and 2,671

medium factories. These factories
represent 82.7 percent of the total
number of manufacturing indus-
tr ies in the GCC estimated to a
total of 16,292 factories. 

Total investments in small and
medium industries was up to $15.3
billion, just 4.1 percent of the total
investments in the Gulf industrial
sector estimated around 380.1 bil-
lion dollars in 2014. $6 billion of
these investments were in small-
scale industries and $ 9.4 billion in
medium industries.

As for the workforce, small and
medium industries offered employ-
ment for 674,933 workers or 44.1
per cent of the total number of
workers in manufacturing indus-
tries, which recruit roughly 1.5 mil-
lion workers. Small industries have
recruited 28.7 per cent of the total
employees while medium indus-
tries recruited 15.5 per cent.

According to GOIC, small and
medium industries are distributed
numerically on all industrial activi-
ties, but they are largely concen-
trated on the activity of construc-
tion metals,  transportation and
other industries with 3,683 facto-

ries constituting 27 percent of the
total number of small and medi-
um- sized factories. The production
of non-metallic material industry,
that is building materials, came in
second place with about 2,297
plants accounting for nearly 17
percent of  the total  number of
small and medium- sized factories,
followed by the food and beverage
industries and rubber and plastics
products with 11 per cent and the
remaining industrial activities with
smaller percentages.

In terms of accumulated capital,
structural metals manufacturing,
transportation and other industries
came f i rst  with $ 3 .9  bi l l ion,
accounting for about 25 cent of the
total  investments  in  smal l  and
medium-sized industr ies.  The
building materials industry came in
second place with $3.2 billion as
the size of cumulative investment
in 2014 was about $3.2 billion, or
21 percent, followed by food prod-
ucts and beverages industry with
$1.9 billion, amounting for 13 per
cent of the total investments, fol-
lowed by the rubber and plastics
industry with $1.7 billion amount-
ing to 10.8 percent, followed by
the rest of the industries at less
percentages.

As for the number of employ-
ees, construction metals,  trans-
por tat ion and other  industr ies
ranked first with 184,000 workers
accounting for 27 per cent of the
volume of workers in small and
medium-sized industries. Building
materials industry came in second
place with 118,000 workers form-
ing 17 percent of the total num-
ber of workers in small and medi-
um-industries, followed by food
products and beverages industry
with 71,000 workers and 10 per-
cent, then manufacturing of rub-
b e r  a n d  p l a s t i c  p ro d u c t s  w i t h
65,000 workers and 53 percent,
followed by the rest of industries
with less percentages. 

arabianITS-Nexthink
event: Power of end

user IT analytics

KUWAIT:  Gulf  Bank held i ts  Al
Danah dai ly  draws on June 21,
2015 announcing the names of its
winners for the week of June 14 to
June 18, 2015. The Al Danah daily
draws include draws each working
day for two prizes of KD 1,000 per
winner.  

The winners were 
(Sunday 14/6) :  Ahmed Haj i
Mkohammed Al- Qatar i ,  Sara
Mehsen Mohan Salman
(Monday 15/6): Abdulatef Mansor
Saad Al-Reshede, Sameera Ebrahim
Abukhamsin
( Tuesday 16/6): Taher Mahmoud
Mohammed Elias, Sayed Murtadha
Sayed Jawad Al-Ali
( Wednesday 17/6) :  Ishak Wanis
Habib, Ghena Ali Mohammad Al-
Rashed
(Thursday 18/6): Fadelah Mubarak
Al-Abdan, Nicolae Adrian Clotan

Gulf Bank’s Al Danah 2015 draw
lineup includes daily draws (2 win-
ners per working day each receive
KD1000). Al Danah’s 2nd quarterly
draw will be held on 25 June (KD
250,000,  KD 125,000,  and KD
25,000) ,  3rd quar ter  -  17
September (KD 500,000,  KD
125,000 and KD 25,000). The final

Al  Danah draw for  the mil l ion
dinars will be held on January 7,
2016 whereby the Al  Danah
M il l ionaire wi l l  be announced
alongside winners of KD 250,000
and KD 50,000.

Seven reasons why the Al Danah
account is the best

1)  Each year, every eligible account
holder gets the opportunity to
win Kuwait’s single biggest cash
prize of KD 1 million

2) Customers’ chances are calculat-
ed on a daily basis and added up
for every draw. 

3) Gulf Bank is the only bank in
Kuwait to transfer all of its cus-
tomers’ Al  Danah loyalty
chances from the previous year
into the next one.

4)  The Al  Danah account gives
away the highest  amount of
prize money 

5) The daily draw has two winners
drawn for every working day,
each receiving KD1,000.

6) With 64 draws a year, and up to
532 winners,  Gulf  Bank ’s  Al
Danah account offers you the
highest number of draws and
winners

7)  Al Danah account also offers
customers the best quarterly

prizes,  with quar ter ly  pr izes
ranging from KD 25,000 up to
KD 500,000. 

Open an account and Deposit
now to Win Big, Live big, with Al
Danah 2015. 

Al Danah also offers a number of
unique services including the Al
Danah Deposit  Only ATM card
which helps account holders
deposit their money at their con-
venience; as well as the Al Danah
calculator to help customers calcu-
late their chances of becoming an
Al Danah winner. 

Gulf Bank’s Al Danah account is
open to Kuwaitis and all residents
of Kuwait. Customers who open an
account and/ or deposit more will
enter the draw within two days. To
take par t  in the Al  Danah 2015
upcoming yearly draw, customers
must have an Al Danah account
containing at least KD 200. To be
part of the Al Danah draws, cus-
tomers can visit one of Gulf Bank’s
58 branches, transfer on line, or call
the Customer Contact Center on
1805805 for assistance and guid-
ance. Customers can also log on to
www.e-gulfbank.com/aldanahwin-
ners,  to f ind out more about Al
Danah and who the winners are.

Gulf Bank announces winners 
of the Al Danah daily draws

Ishak Wanis Habib, Al Danah winner, and Ali Al Barjawi, Gulf Bank’s Farwaniya branch manager. 

KUWAIT: National Bank of Kuwait (NBK) announced
the four lucky winners in Al Jawhara weekly draws
during the month of June. The draws took place
under the supervision of Ministry of Commerce
representative. Fareedah Yousef Al-Hatem, Nafeesa
Yousef Bedawala, Bashayer Hussain Al-Banay and
Farah Abdullah Ali Dashti each won KD 5,000. The
winners expressed their gratitude and thanked NBK
for its great services and promotions. 

NBK will announce Tuesday, June 30, 2015, the
winner in Al Jawhara quarterly prize Live on Marina
FM. NBK has re -launched Al  Jawhara account
recently by doubling customers’ chances to win in
the weekly, monthly and quarterly draws when
they do not  withdraw or  transfer  f rom their
accounts.

NBK customers have chances to win KD 5,000

weekly, KD 125,000 monthly and a grand prize of
KD 250,000 quarterly. Each KD 50 in a customer’s
account entitles them to one entry in the draw,
thus more money in an account means more
chances in each draw. The new feature introduced
to al Jawhara Account enables customers to double
their chances when maintaining their balance with-
out withdrawing.

Al Jawhara is the most popular prize-giving
account in Kuwait. Al Jawhara account entitles
account holders to enter the weekly, monthly and
quarterly Al Jawhara draws. All prizes are automati-
cally credited to the winners’ accounts the day after
the draw. Al Jawhara accounts are available to both
Kuwaitis and expats and can be opened at any one
of NBK’s branches around Kuwait, or through NBK
website for existing customers.

Four KD 5,000 winners in 
NBK Al Jawhara draws 

KUWAIT: Commercial Bank of Kuwait, in cooperation with
Visa International, announced an upcoming “one day offer”
that will be launched on Sunday 28/6/2015 giving instant
20 percent discount to all Al-Tijari Visa credit or prepaid
cardholders on all products available on souq.com shop-
ping site. This offer comes within the campaign launched
on 17/5/2015 which includes weekly draws that will con-
tinue for three months and especially designated for cus-
tomers who pay the value of their purchases using Al-Tijari
Visa credit or prepaid cards when shopping online via
souq.com shopping site or through souq.com app for
smart phones. 

During this day, an instant 20 percent discount for KD
25 as a maximum per card will be offered on all products
available on souq.com. by using the coupon code
CBKVISA20, As such, all customers who purchase products
from this website on this day will automatically become eli-
gible to enter the weekly draws that will be held every
Sunday starting from 24/5/2015 where the Bank will
announce three winners to win back the value of their
weekly purchases up to a KD 100 for each winner and the
amount of the prize will be credited directly in the winner’s
card account. 

The offer is valid for all customers who pay value of their
purchases using any of Al-Tijari visa credit or prepaid cards

denoting that customers can smoothly and rapidly apply
for credit or prepaid cards by visiting any of the Bank’s
branches. Al-Tijari credit cards offer an array of unparallel
privileges such as free of charge travel insurance, concierge
service in Kuwait, priority pass card that provides cardhold-
ers access to more than 650 first class lounges throughout
the airports of the world and the 3D Secure which provides
customers security and safety against any frauds when
shopping online. Moreover, Visa prepaid card is the only
card in Kuwait that enables customers to withdraw from
ATMs at any country without cash withdrawal charges.   

Commercial Bank of Kuwait always endeavors to
attain its customers’ utmost satisfaction and provide
them with the best banking services and products
through its cooperation with leading and reputable mer-
chants and outlets which make CBK customers’ shopping
an enjoyable experience, particularly that online shop-
ping has become one of the most appropriate shopping
choices for  customers in today ’s  modern l i fe.
Consequently, the Bank cooperated with souq.com
which is one of the largest e-commerce sites in Arab
world featuring more than 400,000 products of different
categories including electronics, fashion, home supplies,
watches, perfumes...etc. Souq.com services are available
in Kuwait, United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia and Egypt.      

Al-Tijari offers instant 15% discount
on products available on Souq.com 

4,000 indicators for 56 markets
In this edition of our semi-annual guide to

fundamentals we cover 56 countries - half of
them frontier markets. For each economy, we
present close to 70 economic and financial sta-
bility scores, totaling almost 4,000 indicators
including growth, inflation, fiscal, external and
banking sector vulnerability. The charts on
pages 2-4 depict the top and bottom perform-
ers, and the tables on pages 5-6 show the rank-
ings of all markets according to the most crucial
indicators.

Better prepared for Fed hikes
As we head into a Fed hiking cycle, the good

news is that EM’s external funding needs are
now much lower than a few years ago before
exchange rates depreciated and domestic
demand slowed down. Among the 10 biggest
EMs, only two require more than 2 percent of
GDP in bank and market funding (measured by
current account balance plus net FDI): South
Africa and Turkey. These are also the only two
major markets that barely meet the minimal
reserve coverage threshold of 100 percent of
short-term external debt. However, among the
smaller economies several in EEMEA remain vul-
nerable, including Georgia, Kenya, Latvia,
Lebanon, Serbia and Ukraine.

GEM-10: China still at top, Indo and
Poland up, Russia down

Among the biggest EMs, China still ranks #1
but with a narrowing lead (Chart 1): it boasts the
third highest 2015 GDP growth of the 56
economies on our forecasts, a strong external

position, and a low loan/deposit ratio. Korea
maintains its #2 rank, thanks to strong fiscal and
external positions. Indonesia moved up to #3
given improvements in most indicators. Russia
drops to #4 from #2 only a year ago; its strength
is still remarkable though it is likely to continue
to erode at current oil prices. In contrast, Poland
climbs to #5 due, in particular, to higher GDP
growth. 

Brazil, South Africa and Turkey
the bottom trio in GEM-10

Brazil, Turkey and South Africa remain the last
three among the GEM-10 with a wide margin vs
the rest of the field. Brazil consistently ranks
poorly across all our main indicators, with the
exception of very strong reserve coverage. South
Africa’s macro indicators also remain weak across
the board, but financial vulnerability is relatively

low. Turkey’s external vulnerability remains the
highest among the major markets, while its fiscal
balance and public debt positions are relatively
favorable.

Oil shock starting to show
The shifts in the overall ranking of the 56

economies reflect the impact of lower energy
prices (Chart 2). Kuwait and Qatar are still in the
top six but have lost ground in line with almost
all the other energy exporters. Saudi Arabia, the
UAE, Nigeria and Iraq dropped out of the top-10.
Taiwan and the Philippines now take the two
highest positions, while Israel,  Korea and
Thailand are new in the top-10. Ghana and
Ukraine remain the most vulnerable among the
56 markets we cover.

BANK OF AMERICA MERRILL LYNCH REPORT

Everything you need
to know about GEMs

Abdulaziz Bin Hamad Al-Ageel
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TOKYO: Fancy a meteor shower racing across
the night sky to mark your birthday? One
Japanese start-up is hoping to deliver shooting
stars on demand and choreograph the cosmos.
And, say scientists, it’s not just about painting
huge pictures on the night-sky that would be
visible to millions of people; artificial meteors
could help us to understand a lot more about
Earth’s atmosphere. Lena Okajima, who holds a
doctorate in astronomy, says her company-ALE
is intending to launch a micro satellite that can
eject shooting stars at exactly the right time and
place to put on a celestial show. “I’m thinking of
streams of meteors that are rare in nature,”
Okajima said in an interview. “It is artificial but I
want to make really beautiful ones that can
impress viewers,” she said.

In collaboration with scientists and engineers
at Japanese universities, the ALE team is devel-
oping a satellite that will orbit the Earth and
eject dozens of balls, a few centimeters (an inch)
in diameter, at a time. These balls-whose chemi-
cal formula is a closely-guarded secret-will race
through the atmosphere at around 7-8 kilome-
ters (up to five miles) a second, glowing brightly
from the friction created by smashing into the
air. Although it sounds fast, that is considerably
slower than naturally-occurring meteors-chunks
of material that either broke away from a planet
or never managed to form one in the first place-
which can hurtle through the atmosphere at up
to 80 kilometers a second.

Tinkering with the ingredients should mean
that it is possible to change the color of each
bright streak, says Okajima, offering the possibil-
ity of a multi-colored flotilla of shooting stars.
The stars are expected to shine for several sec-
onds before they are completely burned up-well
before they fall low enough to pose any danger
to anything on Earth. “People may eventually
become tired of seeing shooting stars if they
come alone. But they could be coupled with
events on the ground,” Okajima said. “Making
the sky a screen is this project’s biggest attrac-
tion as entertainment. It’s a space display.”

Blaze a trail 
Tests on the secret formula space pellets car-

ried out with Shinsuke Abe, aerospace engineer-
ing associate professor at Nihon University, show
they would even burn brightly enough to be
seen over the light-polluted metropolis of Tokyo.
Unless, of course, it’s cloudy. But, says Okajima,
the release can be called off up to 100 minutes
before the appointed launch-perhaps allowing

party organisers to reschedule for another night
when the weather is better. Beautiful it might be,
but it won’t come cheap; each shooting star
would cost around a million yen ($8,100), as the
company tries to make back more than one bil-
lion yen price tag for the development and
launch of the micro satellite.

That satellite, which is currently at the design
stage, is a 50 centimeter (20 inch) cube that will
orbit the Earth at an altitude of around 400-500

kilometers (250-310 miles), on a north-south
heading. The satellite will only have a limited
lifespan, says aerospace engineer Takeo
Watanabe of Teikyo University, explaining that
after a few months it will crash through the
atmosphere and burn up in a blaze of light. For
Hironori Sahara, associate professor at Tokyo
Metropolitan University’s aerospace engineering
department, the project offers a rare chance to
observe a part of the atmosphere about which
little is known. The altitude at which the artificial
stars will burst to life-above 60 kilometers up-is
too high for balloons and too low for spacecraft,
so it is difficult to study.

If ground-based observers know exactly when
and where meteors will appear something they
simply cannot know at the moment, despite reg-
ular showers giving an idea-they will be able to
train their equipment on the spot. Close analysis
of the light and the trail would reveal the tem-
peratures and densities of the atmosphere and
its movements, and could give clues on how the
environment will change over the medium and
longer term, Sahara said. Comparisons with artifi-

cial meteors could also shed light on what natu-
ral shooting stars are made of, he said.

The combination of a paid-for product and
genuinely useful science could blaze a trail for
researchers looking to fund their work without
using taxpayers’ money, said Sahara. ALE has
been talking with “individual investors” but does
not intend to limit its future clientele, who could
range from millionaires and science teams to cor-
porate giants and groups of fun-seekers. “We
believe there are people who would be ready to
put up money for supporting ‘a world first’ event
that is also meaningful scientifically,” Okajima
said. —AFP

Wishing on a shooting star in 
Japan with man-made meteors

‘I’m thinking of streams of meteors rare in nature’

TOKYO: Lena Okajima , CEO of a space technology venture ALE with Tokyo Metropolitan University associate professor Hironori
Sahara and Teikyo University lecturer Takeo Watanabe  speaking about their business to produce shooting-stars in the sky at
Sahara’s laboratory. —AFP photos

SEOUL: Apple’s first smartwatch landed in
South Korea, one of the world’s most com-
petitive markets yesterday, drawing a good
response from fans, but analysts cast doubt
on its long-term success there, citing a
tough challenge from local brands. Eager
South Korean consumers braved the onset
of monsoon rains and concerns over a
MERS outbreak, which has killed 31 people,
to form long queues outside stores selling
the Apple Watch wearable device. “I’m very
happy,” said Lee Woo-Min, a 40-year-old
man who camped overnight to be the first
in line outside a downtown store, after buy-
ing an Apple smartwatch for 1,239,000 won
($1,117).

Apple released three models in South
Korea: Apple Watch, priced between
679,000 and 1,359,000 won, Apple Watch
Sport between 439,000 won and 499,000
won, and the luxurious Apple Watch Edition
between 13,000,000 and 22,000,000 won.
The watch arrived in six other countries yes-
terday, including Taiwan and Singapore, two
months after its initial launch in nine coun-
tries including the United States, China and
Japan.

The device has proved popular in those
markets, reportedly selling some 2.8 million
units through June. But analysts said Apple’s

expensive smartwatch would be a tempo-
rary hit in South Korea probably among
hardcore Apple fans, while other consumers
may favour cheaper brands produced by
Samsung and LG. “Because of strong brand
loyalty among iPhone users, Apple Watch
will sell here to some degree,” Mirae Asset
Securities analyst Doh Hyun-Woo told AFP.
But he said that the smartwatch market was
still in its infancy, adding that Apple’s high-
end products are “too luxurious to make any
dent on the local market”. Samsung sells its
new Gear S smartwatch at 327,000 won,
while LG’s costs 379,000 won.

In Taiwan, Apple Watch went on sale in 10
stores with 50 early buyers lining up outside
the brand’s flagship shop at the capital’s
famous Taipei 101 tower.  The price tag for
Apple Watches in Taiwan ranged from
TWD$11,500 ($370) to TWD$400,000.

But while it has been held up as a game-
changer for smart wearables, some
Taiwanese brands are pitting themselves
against Apple Watch with a minimalist “back-
to-basics” approach. Last month in Taipei,
home-grown brand Noodoe showed off its
simple customizable smartwatch, billed as
“the opposite of the Apple Watch”, which
would reach consumers later this year for less
than $100.—AFP

Apple Watch lands in 
competitive S Korea market

TAIPEI: A customer checks a display about the new Apple Watch at an
Apple retail store, as the smartwatch went on sale for the first time in
Taipei yesterday. —AFP photos

TAIPEI: A local customer connects the new Apple Watch to an iPhone as the
smartwatch went on sale for the first time.

NEW YORK: On a trip to Maine with four
friends, Alexander Culbertson racked up
$1,300 on gas, hotel rooms, food and
drinks. But instead of splitting all of the
weekend’s activities evenly throughout the
trip, one person paid for everything. Then,
later they all split the final bill using Venmo,
an app that lets users pay with a tap and a
text-like message. “It would have been a
nightmare for all of us to evenly split every
transaction,” says Culbertson, 26, a Boston
advertising executive. “If you say ‘I’ll grab a
drink and you grab the groceries,’ things
usually don’t come out as planned. “This
kept things easy.”

Person-to-person mobile payment serv-
ices like PayPal-owned Venmo are catching
on as a way to bypass searching for an ATM
or splitting a bill on multiple cards when
the dinner check comes. And they’re partic-
ularly popular among millennials, a genera-
tion that seems to have their own way of
doing everything. For Dan Callahan, 22, a
digital marketing manager in Philadelphia,
using Venmo means avoiding the awkward
situation of nagging his roommate for rent
since you can request payment via the app.
“I write the checks or pay online for our

rent, utilities, and anything else, and at the
end of each month, I total it all up and he
sends me half,” Callahan said. “And it’s all
free. Beats having to get ATM charges from
my bank and dealing with cash!”

Bank account
The services also are growing quickly:

Venmo is seeing four times the growth this
quarter as it did last year. The service
processed $2.4 billion in transactions in
2014 and $1.3 billion last quarter alone.
Similar services abound, including
Snapcash on Snapchat and Square’s
Cashtags which can be used via tweet or
text. It’s still just a sliver of total spending
online - which Forrester predicts will reach
$334 billion in 2015. But the peer-to-peer
payment services are catching on with
some more quickly than so-called digital
wallets like Apple Pay or Samsung Pay.

Rohan Gandhi, 24, a consultant in
Washington, DC, said when his friend lost a
debit card while traveling with him in
Cambodia, he was able to foot all the bills
and then be “Venmo-ed” back instantly by
his traveling companion. “In terms of con-
venience, us twenty somethings are never

without our phones, and the app is incredi-
bly easy to navigate,” he said.

The services link directly to your bank
account, debit card, or credit card. (In
Venmo’s case, it’s free to link to your bank
account or debit account but credit card
transactions cost a 3 percent fee). You first
have to connect to other people who have
signed up for the service. Then, you type in

the amount you want to send someone,
add a short message about what the pay-
ment is for, and hit send. “I like the conven-
ience of it - primarily that immediacy,” said
Sierra Davis, 25, a newspaper writer in Los
Angeles. 

System is secure
Security works the same way it does for

any app that stores your bank or card infor-
mation. That means it might be accessible
if someone steals your phone. And the fee
for using credit cards discourages their use,
even though credit cards are usually fraud-
protected for anything over $50, unlike
some bank accounts and debit cards.
Cynthia Larose, chair of the privacy and
security practice at the law firm Mintz
Levin in Boston, said users should be cau-
tious.

“These days you can’t assume that any
system is secure,” she said. “If you’re start-
ing off using a system like this, I wouldn’t
use your main bank account.” Peer-to-peer
services have security policies in place but
they’re not always as direct as dealing with
a bank. Venmo, for example, says users
aren’t liable for more than $50 of any unau-
thorized transfers they find, but only if they
contact the company within two days after
learning of the theft. Still, for Davis, like
many, the convenience outweighs security
concerns.

“Security is always a concern when
dealing with finances online. But I bank
online, I make online purchases, I’ve used
PayPal in the past without a problem. I

have a password on my phone, in addition
to the password on the app, and I keep a
close eye on my finances and trust my
bank,” she said. “For my generation, money
transfers like this are so familiar that it feels
safe.” 

Nominal fee
The messages that go along with the

payments are a major attraction for many
users. Venmo features a Twitter-like news-
feed that shows who your friends are pay-
ing and what they’re paying for. “I like how
you can leave notes saying exactly what
the transaction was for,” said Jordyn
Holman, 21, from Chicago.  “People are fun
with describing it, oftentimes using emojis
like hamburgers and drinks to describe a
meal that was Venmo-ed.” Peer-to-peer sys-
tems typically work only for people who
are on the same system, and multiple sys-
tems have sprung up.  Facebook recently
jumped in the game with Facebook mobile
payments, Square and PayPal have built up
their own services, and banks have their
own person-to-person, or P2P, services The
services, which are free or charge a nomi-
nal fee, don’t make much money. —AP

Need to hit friends up for cash? There’s an app for that

BOSTON: Alex Culbertson, 26, shows transactions on the Venmo
app on his smartphone yesterday. —AP
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PARIS: A 15-minute, on-the-spot blood test for
Ebola was as accurate in a patient trial as the most
widely-used laboratory-based test, its US-based
developers said yesterday. An affordable, rapid diag-
nostic test would be an invaluable tool for health
workers on the ground, allowing them to quickly
identify and isolate infected individuals and curtail
the spread of the deadly hemorrhagic virus.

Dubbed ReEBOV, the kit manufactured by
Colorado-based Corgenix, works with a drop of
blood from a finger prick and a test strip that
changes color in five to 15 minutes.  It requires very
little training to use, but one potential drawback is
that it needs refrigeration. The standard test in use
today, RealStar RT-PCR, requires analysis of much

larger blood samples at a laboratory with a high bio-
safety level and trained staff-facilities often not with-
in easy reach of outbreak zones. Manufactured by
German company altona Diagnostics, RealStar also
poses risks to those who collect, transport and test
the samples. 

“Laboratory results can sometimes take days to
return,” said a press statement issued by The Lancet
medical journal, which published the study results.
“Delays like this result not only in the failure to diag-
nose and treat Ebola-infected patients, but also in
individuals without Ebola being admitted to holding
units where they may be subsequently infected with
the virus,” it quoted the study’s senior author Nira
Pollock, of the Boston Children’s Hospital, as saying.

For the trial, Pollock and a team used both the
ReEBOV rapid test and RealStar on 105 suspected
Ebola patients in February this year at two govern-
ment-run treatment centers in Sierra Leone-one of
three countries hardest hit by the current outbreak.
ReEBOV detected all 28 Ebola cases diagnosed by
RealStar-a 100-percent level of sensitivity, but much,
much faster. From this, “we can conclude that the
ReEBOV rapid diagnostic test could be very useful as
a rapid test for Ebola virus disease at the point of
care in high-risk populations,” the study said. But the
research also revealed some disconcerting data con-
cerning the reliability of the benchmark test,
RealStar, itself.

Six of the 77 RealStar-negative cases tested

positive with ReEBOV. And further checks with an
alternative RealStar-like test called Trombley, not
yet in wide use, revealed a handful of cases with
low virus levels that had been missed by both the
others. This meant also that the team could not
determine how accurate ReEBOV was in patients
in the early phase of infection, when virus levels
are low. While other prototype fast-track tests are
also being developed and tested, ReEBOV is the
only rapid diagnostic test for Ebola to have been
granted emergency use status by the UN’s World
Health Organization (WHO). The WHO says there
have been 11,207 reported deaths and 27,443 cas-
es in the current West African Ebola outbreak-the
deadliest in history. — AFP 

Patient trial validates  rapid ebola blood test

SEOUL: South Korea has introduced a new law
designed to curb a MERS outbreak, tightening
quarantine restrictions and imposing jail sen-
tences on those who defy anti-infection meas-
ures in a crisis that has now left 31 dead.
Meanwhile, a South Korean man who had
become China’s only confirmed case has been
cured and discharged yesterday, the Health
Ministry here said.

Under the new law, passed in parliament late
Thursday, people infected with the virus who lie
to state investigators about how they came into
contact with the disease will face a fine or a
prison sentence.  “False testimony would entail
up two years in prison or 20 million won
($18,000) in fines,” said the Health Ministry about
the new law. It replaces the maximum two-mil-
lion-won fine that could be meted out to anyone
who did not tell the truth under previous legisla-
tion. 

“Interviewees will (now) feel compelled to
provide honest answers,” the ministry said in a
press statement. The new law also strengthens
officials’ power to restrict the movement of
infected people and close contaminated facili-
ties, with offenders who refuse to follow their
orders also facing two years in prison or a
$18,000 fine.

The number of state health workers in charge
of preventing outbreaks and tracing them will
also be doubled to more than 60. The legislation

comes as South Korea’s government is facing
criticism for failing to stop the MERS outbreak,
which has now become the largest outside
Saudi Arabia. Critics say the lack of coordinated
control among health authorities, hospitals and
local governments, combined with an inade-
quate number of quarantine experts and short-
falls in expertise, are responsible for the failure
to stem the virus in the initial stage of the out-
break. 

Authorities under fire 
Health authorities also came under fire for

withholding the names of health facilities where
the virus has been traced to, letting infected
people go “doctor shopping”-visiting different
hospitals to obtain second or third opinions, fur-
thering the spread o the disease.  The country on
Thursday announced a $14 billion stimulus
package to boost the economy as the outbreak
further dampened the already sagging econo-
my, scaring away tourists and forcing consumers
to stay home.

The finance ministry slashed its growth fore-
cast for this year to 3.1 percent from an earlier
projection of 3.8 percent. The ministry said the
MERS outbreak could pare up to 0.3 percentage
points off annual economic growth. Two new
fatalities were reported yesterday, the health
ministry said-both women, aged 79 and 80, who
had existing health conditions. 

A doctor at Seoul’s Samsung Medical Center,
the hospital to which nearly half of all infections
have been traced, was also confirmed to have
contracted the disease. The hospital earlier this
week decided to extend indefinitely a 12-day
suspension of normal services as patients, doc-
tors and visitors continued to be diagnosed with
the disease. 

One patient, a 55-year-old ambulance driver
at the Samsung hospital, continued to go to
work via subway for days after developing
symptoms in early June, coming into contact
with nearly 500 people.  The latest fatalities
brought the total death toll to 31, the health
ministry said, with 181 people diagnosed with
the deadly virus since the first case emerged on
May 20.

Of those diagnosed, aside from the deceased,
81 have recovered and 69 are still being treated,
including 13 listed in critical condition.
Currently, a total of 2,931 people are in isolation,
including 759 in hospital and 2,172 at their
homes. A 44-year-old South Korean man who
was diagnosed on May 29 and had been treated
in the southern Chinese province of Guangdong
was released from hospital after testing negative
for the virus for three times, the South Korean
health ministry said in a press statement. He flew
to Hong Kong on May 26, a day after his father
was diagnosed in South Korea, and travelled on
to Guangdong by bus. — AFP 

S Korea passes new law 
to curb MERS outbreak

SEOUL: This picture taken on June 25, 2015 shows South Korean lawmakers passing a new law designed to curb a MERS outbreak at the
National Assembly. — AFP  

JOHANNESBURG: An Afr ican rock
python died in unusual circumstances
after swallowing a giant 13.8 kilogram
porcupine at a private game park in
South Africa, the manager said yester-
day. The 3.9 meter snake should have
been able to cope with the porcupine
no matter how prickly the quills, Lake
Eland Game Reserve’s Jennifer Fuller
told AFP. But she suspects the python
became stressed from being watched
by visitors fascinated by the bulge in its
body  — and died when the quills got
stuck as it tried to regurgitate the ani-
mal.

“It’s not unusual for pythons to eat
porcupines, it’s part of their diet,” Fuller
said. “ We think that maybe with so
many people viewing it, (that) put it
under stress and when a snake is under
stress it  normally regurgitates and
brings up its meal so that it can get
away,” she said. “Sadly it did die, which
is unusual because it should have been
fine,” said Fuller. The snake died six days
after it was found to have swallowed
the porcupine.  Rock pythons are
Africa’s largest snakes and known to
swallow and digest much larger ani-
mals, such as antelope. — AFP 

Lying to investigators could mean hefty jail time 

California moves closer to 
stricter vaccinations rules

LOS ANGELES: California’s lawmakers
moved closer to tightening exemptions
for vaccinations, following last month’s
outbreak of measles and the ensuing
outcry over the issue across the coun-
tr y.  The state’s  general  assembly
approved Thursday a bill that would
require all children to be immunized
before entering kindergarten unless
they had a medical condition prevent-
ing vaccination.

The law must return to the state sen-
ate,  which had already approved
another draft of the bill, before being
sent to Governor Jerry Brown for ratifi-
cation.  The measure garnered support
from both Republicans and Democrats
after a measles outbreak in December

in the Disneyland theme park affected
some 130 people.

In total during the outbreak, 159
cases of  were recorded between
January and April in 18 states and the
country’s capital. The viral disease was
supposed to have disappeared years
ago in the US thanks to vaccination
programs.  But when some parents
stopped vaccinating their children due
to a range of beliefs, measles made a
comeback. The disease is highly conta-
gious. It causes fever and rash and can
lead to brain damage, loss of hearing
or sight and sometimes death. Infants,
the elderly and those with weakened
immune systems are particularly vul-
nerable. — AFP 

PASADENA: A bottle of the pertussis vaccine against whooping cough and a syringe
are shown in a pharmacy. — AP 

Python dies after 
eating porcupine 

Study: Weather that brings heatwaves happening more
WASHINGTON: Daily weather patterns have
changed in recent decades, making eastern
North America, Europe and western Asia more
prone to nastier summer heatwaves that go
beyond global warming, a new study finds.

A team of climate scientists at Stanford
University looked at weather patterns since
1979 and found changes in frequency and
strength in parts of the world, according to a
study published in the journal Nature on
Wednesday. These are the types of weather
patterns with stationary high and low pressure
systems that you see on weather forecasts,
which is different than gradual warming from
man-made climate change.

‘Warming trend’ 
The team studied the kind of upper air pat-

terns that “sort of amplifies the warming
trend,” said study lead author Daniel Horton.
The study doesn’t attempt to explain why
these changes are happening. But in general
they fit a theory that has gained momentum
in climate science that says melting sea ice in
the Arctic has sometimes altered the way the
jet stream flows, contributing to extreme
weather like Superstorm Sandy, outside
experts said.

In many cases, including the eastern US
and western Asia in summer, some of these
changes have become even more noticeable
since 1990, the same period in which Arctic
sea ice has gone through a rapid decline, the
study found. For example, the type of summer
weather pattern with a northeastern North
American high pressure system that keeps it
hotter than normal in the eastern US used to

happen about 18 days a summer in the early
1980s. It now occurs about 26 days a summer,
the study found.

“There are more of them each summer and
on average they are lasting longer and the
longest are lasting longer,” Horton said. That
pattern shift is even stronger in the summer in
Europe and western Asia, Horton and co-
author Noah Diffenbaugh found. The patterns
Horton and Diffenbaugh studied are different
from the one responsible for the current
southeastern US heatwave, Horton said. But
the weather patterns were the type responsi-
ble for heatwaves that killed more than 50,000
people in western Russia in 2010 and more
than 70,000 people Europe in 2003, the study
said.

Cold snaps 
In winter, weather pattern shifts have

occurred that made extremely cold snaps in
central Asia even worse, Horton said. But the
study also found an increase in the weather
patterns associated with weaker extreme cold
snaps in western Asian winters. Diffenbaugh
said the changes could be a result of random
chance, or a side effect of climate change and
melting sea ice as others have theorized.

Rutgers University climate scientist Jennifer
Francis, for example, hailed the work as thor-
ough and “consistent with expected changes
associated with a rapidly warming Arctic.” This
shows that it’s getting harder to separate daily
weather patterns from long-term changes
from global warming, said University of
Georgia meteorology professor Marshall
Shepherd, who wasn’t part of the study.— AP 

MOSCOW: St Basil’s cathedral, background, is seen through the smog covering Moscow, as a heat wave hit central Russia breaking tem-
perature records. — AP 



VIENNA: Opium cultivation and production in
Afghanistan have reached record levels, triggering
“a large increase” in cheaper heroin supply in the
US, the United Nations said yesterday. Afghan pop-
py fields covered some 224,000 hectares (553,500
acres) in 2014 a seven-percent rise from the
209,000 hectares the previous year, according to a
new study by the UN Office on Drugs and Crime
(UNODC).

As the world’s largest opium producer,
Afghanistan’s steady increase has had a direct
impact on global opium cultivation, which with

310,891 hectares is now at it’s highest since the late
1930s, UNODC noted in its annual World Drugs
report. Estimated global production of opiates
meanwhile doubled in two years from 3,700 tons in
2012 to 7,554 tons in 2014. 

Afghanistan accounted for 85 percent of the
global output. As a result, “we have been seeing
signs in the US and the UK of a large increase of
supply,” UNODC research branch Chief Angela Me
told AFP. “In the US there’s been an increase in
heroin-related deaths and also signs of more and
cheaper heroin available. The same goes for the UK

where heroin-related deaths have increased recent-
ly.”

Me noted that while drug-related deaths in the
US had primarily been linked to the misuse of pre-
scription opioids over the past few years, heroin
was now “almost replacing” the trend. The number
of Americans dying from heroin abuse rose from
5,925 in 2012 to 8,257 in 2013, reaching the highest
level in a decade, the UNODC report said. Globally,
some 32.4 million people-or 0.7 percent of adults-
are users of opiates like heroin and opium.

Asia remains the world’s largest market for opi-

ates, accounting for an estimated two thirds of all
users, while the number of registered heroin users
in China is increasing, UNODC said. The agency also
highlighted the “increasing importance” of Africa as
a transit hub for Afghan heroin bound for Europe
and other regions, reflected in the growing figure
of seizures being reported in recent years by some
African countries. But although heroin seizures
increased by eight percent in 2014, “we have not
seen big signs of increased supplies in terms of
seizure”, said Me. This suggests that traffickers may
be seeking out new smuggling routes. — AFP 

Anthropologist
reveals FGM

practiced in Iran
LONDON: When anthropologist Kameel Ahmady began
investigating female genital mutilation in his native Iran he
had no idea his own mother and sister had been cut - a
reflection of just how shrouded in secrecy the practice is.
Ahmady, who was born in Iranian Kurdistan but moved to
Britain in his 20s, took global campaigners by surprise this
month when he published a study suggesting tens of thou-
sands of Iranian women have undergone FGM.  

Until now Iran has not been widely recognized as a
country affected by FGM - an ancient ritual which is inter-
nationally condemned as a serious rights violation. The
practice, which causes physical and psychological damage,
is commonly linked to 27 African countries along with
Yemen and Iraqi Kurdistan. But Ahmady’s research, based
on 4,000 interviews, shows FGM is also performed in “secret
pockets” of four Iranian provinces;

West Azerbaijan, Kurdistan and Kermanshah in the west
and Hormozgan in the south. The ritual usually involves
cutting the clitoris with a knife or razorblade. Some girls are
cut as babies, others during childhood. Parents often
believe FGM is a religious requirement and some think it
will help preserve their daughters’ virginity and therefore
the family’s honour.

“It needs to be done otherwise a girl would have so
much sexual desire it would be scandalous,” one elderly
cutter says in a documentary filmed during research.
Ahmady said his study initially provoked denials and insults
but the backlash stopped when the BBC’s Persian service
broadcast the film, triggering debate on Iranian social
media. Last week he was invited to speak at the U.N.
Human Rights Council in Geneva at a session on tackling
FGM, which is thought to affect 140 million girls and
women worldwide.

Childhood memories
Ahmady decided to research FGM after working with

aid agencies in Africa where he came across projects to
combat the practice. This awoke vague childhood memo-
ries that FGM existed in some parts of Iranian Kurdistan,
prompting him to conduct preliminary research. “I was
very shocked to discover that my grandmothers, mother
and sister had all undergone FGM,” he told the Thomson
Reuters Foundation.

“That was the trigger - the feeling that, God, something
really inhuman has happened here. “I took the initial data
back to London but nobody including UNICEF really
believed me, so I went back to Iran with my camera to
shoot a short documentary. The research took off from
there.”  

His study, conducted over 10 years with the help of
female researchers, shows FGM is mostly associated with
Sunni Shafi’i Kurds, although a tiny number of Shia Muslims
and other Sunni Muslims also practise it. Prevalence is high-
est in parts of the south where up to 60 percent of women
in their 30s and 40s have been cut. But outside practising
communities very few people in Iran are aware FGM exists.

The report calls on the Iranian government to introduce
laws on FGM, develop a national plan to end the practice
and incorporate the issue into education and health pro-
grams.

Ahmady believes the government in Shia majority Iran
has been loath to act because it perceives FGM as largely a
Sunni problem affecting Kurdish regions and doesn’t want
to interfere for fear of stoking tensions. “Iran doesn’t have a
brilliant record when it comes to women’s rights and is very
worried about destabilizing border areas,” he says. “It
doesn’t want a headache with these communities where its
motives are generally not trusted.” — Reuters 
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WASHINGTON: Students cheer as they hold up signs stating that numbers of people in different states who would lose healthcare coverage, with the words “lose healthcare”
now over written with “still covered” stickers, after the Supreme Court decided that the without the Affordable Care Act (ACA) may provide nationwide tax subsidies,
Thursday June 25, 2015, outside of the Supreme Court. — AP

WASHINGTON: The Supreme Court’s resound-
ing rejection of a conservative attempt to gut
President Barack Obama’s health care overhaul
won’t stop Republicans from attacking the law
they detest. But now, their efforts will be chiefly
about teeing up the issue for the 2016 presiden-
tial and congressional elections.

The court’s decision left GOP lawmakers
stunned and uncertain about some of their next
steps. Most agreed they would continue trying
to annul the entire law and erase individual
pieces of it, like its taxes on medical devices. Yet
many also conceded they have little leverage to
force Obama to scale back - let alone kill - one of
his most treasured legislative achievements.

“Obamacare is fundamentally broken,” said
House Speaker John Boehner, R-Ohio, who
said repeal efforts would continue. But he
declined to guarantee a vote on a replacement
plan this year and said, “It’s very difficult to
deal with it when you have a president that
fundamentally disagrees with us. And so the
struggle will continue.”“We’ll continue to pick
away at the law,” said Sen. John Barrasso, R-
Wyo, a leader of Senate GOP efforts to craft a
bill responding to a court victory that never
came. “But ultimately our goal is to repeal and

replace, and that’s not going to be possible
until after the 2016 elections,” when
Republicans hope for a GOP president.

Debating points 
That leaves Republicans mostly using efforts

to void or dramatically weaken the health care
overhaul to contrast their views with Obama’s
for voters. “It’s going to be one of the most
important, if not the most important, debating
points for 2016,” said Rep. John Fleming, R-La. Yet
though few would admit it, the court’s ruling
caused many Republicans to exhale with relief. 

By leaving intact federal subsidies that help
millions afford health care, the ruling lets
Republicans bash Obama’s law in their 2016
campaigns without having to quickly help those
who would have lost assistance. Taking away
those benefits could have created many angry
voters. “There isn’t some sort of, that sword of
Damocles hanging over our heads that people
are going to lose their care in 30 days or some-
thing,” said Rep. Greg Walden, R-Ore., who heads
House GOP campaign efforts.

Republicans have promised to repeal and
replace Obama’s law since its 2010 enactment,
but have yet to rally behind a plan doing that. A

bill temporarily continuing the subsidies this
year would have faced a difficult path to pas-
sage, thanks to conservative reluctance to abet
Obama’s health law in any way. Had the GOP-
backed lawsuit by conservatives succeeded,
the 34 states likeliest to lose subsidies included
many that will be pivotal in next year’s elec-
tions. That included Florida, a key presidential
state where a national high of 1.3 million peo-
ple could have lost assistance, plus
Pennsylvania, Illinois, Ohio, Wisconsin and New
Hampshire, where GOP senators could face
tight re-election battles and worried about
constituents losing aid.

“The court has saved Republicans from
themselves,” said former Rep Tom Davis of
Virginia, who once led the House Republican
political organization. Underscoring that the
court decision left intact the issue’s high-
wattage political appeal, it took just minutes for
both sides to use the ruling for political
fundraising. GOP hopeful Jeb Bush, the former
Florida governor, emailed for money to stop
“the overreaches of the last six years,” while
Senate Democrats warned that Republicans
have “pledged to destroy Obamacare.”

The decision was a relief to the health care

industry, which feared chaos in the insurance
market, and business groups hoping Congress
would now turn to making specific changes in
the law to ease employers’ costs. In Thursday’s
ruling, the justices by 6-3 left intact subsidies
that help 8.7 million people buy health insur-
ance - most of whom analysts say couldn’t oth-
erwise afford coverage.

Insurance marketplaces 
Conservative plaintiffs said the law’s word-

ing limited that aid to states running their own
insurance marketplaces - not the three-dozen
states using the federal website
HealthCare.org. The law’s defenders said killing
those subsidies would destabilize health insur-
ance by increasingly leaving only sicker, cost-
lier people with coverage - raising everyone’s
rates. “Congress passed the Affordable Care
Act to improve health insurance markets, not
to destroy them,” Chief Justice John Roberts
wrote in the majority opinion, using the law’s
formal name.  Roberts’ deciding vote found
the law constitutional in 2012. “We should start
calling this law SCOTUScare,” said dissenting
Justice Antonin Scalia, using the court’s
acronym. — AP 

GOP health law effort now aimed at ’16
Court rejection leave republicans reeling 

Afghan opium output sparks rise in cheaper heroin supply 
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Announcement from
embassy of Albania 

The Albanian embassy in the State of Kuwait would
like to remind Kuwaiti citizens on the recent decision
of the Albanian government to remove visa regime

to Albania which entered in force in the beginning of
February of this year. So, despite some concerns encoun-
tered in the airports in the first weeks of February related
to the enforcement of this decision, after the contacts of
the Albanian embassy with the Directorate General of
Kuwait Civil Aviation, the problem is solved. The citizens of
Kuwait and UAE are welcome to travel to Albania with just
the identification document of a valid passport and can
stay up to 90 days within a period of six months. Also, the
foreign citizens who have Schengen, USA or UK visa and
have travelled at least once to these countries, don’t need
visa to Albania as well. 

Ramadan Fasting 
Challenge

Non-Muslims are invited to fast for one day —
Friday June 26 — and experience the spirit
of Ramadan firsthand.  Upon registration,

guests will get valuable tips and incentives to fast.
They will have a chance to share their experience
as they wait to break fast over a buffet dinner.
Participants who complete the challenge will get a
certificate of achievement.  Deadline to register:
June 23.  Contact TIES Center to register:  25231015
or info@tiescenter.net.

Quran Memorization
Recite, memorize and understand short chap-

ters of the Quran.  This class will meet twice a week
when students will learn the chapters with
tajweed.  Students are encouraged to participate in
an optional Quran competition which requires
memorization of the chapters reviewed.  Sundays
and Thursdays until July 12 from 12-2 pm.  Contact
TIES Center for more information:  25231015 or
info@tiescenter.net.

Turkish visa 
announcement

Thanks to our strong and deep rooted friendly and brotherly
relations between Turkey and Kuwait, each year more and
more Kuwaiti guests have been visiting Turkey.

Turkey attaches high importance and takes all relevant measures
to ensure its most welcomed Kuwaiti guests are enjoying their travel
to Istanbul which is one of the most well known and a favorite holi-
day destination in the world. However, visa procedures may take
more time than expected at the Istanbul Ataturk Airport due to the
high season and large numbers of tourist corning from various parts
of the world.

Turkish authorities spend maximum efforts in a way to make all
procedures easier for visitors.

In this context, the Embassy kindly suggests our Kuwaiti guests to
obtain their visas online from https://www.evisa.gov.tr/en/ prior to
going to Turkey. Getting e-visa before the flight will help our Kuwaiti
pests to shorten their waiting time at the airport. E-visa can be print-
ed from the link just after the application.

Issuing of a stamp visa at airport will also be in practice for a
while. Both stamp visa and e-visa is absolutely free for Kuwaitis.

TIES summer camp

The TIES Center is glad to inform all those interested
that it is organizing a one-month summer camp for
boys and girls, who will have a lot of entertainment,

fun and learning. The camp comprises of indoor and out-
door activities. Indoor activities include: Arabic classes, sto-
ries of the prophets, duas, quizzes and reflections. Outdoor
activities includes football and racing.

Registration is going on: 
Timings: 9:00am - 12:30 pm, Ages:  6-17 
For more information, please contact: 50458604  

Al Muthana Nursery located in Al
Muthana Complex in Kuwait City held a
successful graduation ceremony in

Swiss-Belhotel Plaza for it’s young graduates.
The ceremony began with singing the

National Anthem of Kuwait by Abdulrahman
Fahad and salute to the Kuwaiti flag. This was
followed by the prayer led by Ghalia
Sulaiman.

The Administrator at Al Muthana Nursery
Angie welcomed children with their parents,
honorable guests, Director and all the faculty
staff.  Angie also welcomed special guest of
this ceremony  Tammy Ames - Senior
Counsellor at the Embassy of Canada.

The Administrator thanked  Nabila Al Rifae,
the owner and sponsor of the Nursery for all
her support and guidance.

Tammy in her address appreciated the dis-
cipline of the children. She congratulated the
staff of Nursery for organizing well this event.
The speech by  Tammy was so touching and

encouraging to all. 
The Administrator continued the ball

rolling by introducing and welcoming the
graduates, Emilia Camacho, FajerKalim, Farida
Ahmed, FathimaBushra, Joud Ali, Malak
Ahmed Sultan, Maryam Sami Sultan, Ayoub
Fahad Al Wazan and Joshua Rei Morante.

Children single step through education
ladder started at Al Muthana Nursery and
now they dream big. Every graduate walked
to the stage and introduced himself/herself
and mentioned what is their dream job. 

The Administrator thanked all the gradu-
ates and wish them good luck to achieve their
drea Also, advised them to follow their
dreams and never seize to keep searching for
the knowledge. Al Muthana Nursery wish all
young graduates a bright future and the staff
of the Nursery are all proud of their success.

A slide show prepared by  Feby was played
to showcase all the moments of the learning
experience, fun and laughter at the Nursery as

well the places covered by the field trips.
Children at the Nursery loves to do things

together. They love to sing and dance. Emilia
and Farida came onto the stage and sang the
song FROZEN with actions. Their performance
was well liked by the audience.

Let Star Jump dance performance by the
Bumblebee Class was staged by Ayoub,
Joshua, Fajer, Joud, Fathima, Malak, Emilia,
Farida and Mariam. You are all indeed
adorable! We can’t stop smiling while watch-
ing you and feel proud. You first came to this
Nursery with a shy smile and now you are all
grown up and have confidence to perform on
stage. 

Little boys and girls from the Ladybug
Class also walked to the stage with a great
confidence and performed their group dance.
Those very young students received a round
of warm of applause. It was a wonderful per-
formance and the audience congratulated
them for their job well done. The efforts of

Fatima the class teacher of Ladybug was well
appreciated.

Finally, the graduates one by one walked
to the stage with their proud parents and
received their graduation certificates. Their
proud teacher  Mischell called the names of
graduates on the stage.

The Director of the Nursery was invited for
the closing remarks. He thanked all the audi-
ence for their active participation in this grad-
uation ceremony. Congratulated the parents
for the success of graduation of their children.
The Director appreciated all the staff of Al
Muthana Nursery for organizing such a suc-
cessful event. He assured the parents that we
take utmost care of their kids at the Nursery.
The safety of kids is the top priority. Beside,
education we have fun to attract children and
feel them at home. The Director mentioned
that the board of trustees of this institution is
a group of Canadians. They are professors,
doctors, engineers and consultants. They

always provide guidance and support. He said
that Al Muthana Nursery is upto the same
standard of Canadian Nurseries. Special
thanks to  Nabila Al Rifae for her guidance
and support. There are regular staff meetings
to review the progress and the developments
in the Nursery. We always listen to the request
from the parents. As requested by some par-
ents, we have started special day-care on
Saturday’s. There is a plan for the evening
classes. We are now at Al Muthana Nursery
offering special Summer Camp for the
months of July and August. The Director
thanked all and specially  Tammy from the
Embassy of Canada for joining this graduation
ceremony. He also thanked for all the efforts
in organizing this successful event by the fac-
ulty staff of Al Muthana Nursery,  Angie,  Feby,
Mischell,  Gina,  Fatima,  Loida,  Nida,  Julie
and  Jonna.

The Administrator thanked all and once
again congratulated young graduates. 

Al Muthana Nursery organizes graduation ceremony

Second edition of Gulf
Summer University 

at France # 1 cinema
school La femis 

After the success of the first edition, La
FEMIS, the French National Film School, will
organize the Gulf Summer University in

2015, thanks to the active support oflocal sponsors
(CINESCAPE in Kuwait, the Doha Film Institute in
Qatar, Image Nation and Total in the UAE) and the
French Embassies in the GCC region.

This training programme will run for 5 weeks,
consisting in intensive classes 5 days a week, dur-
ing which the trainees will thoroughly explore the
filmmaking craft, will discover contemporary
French cinema through the study of major French
directors and will direct a 5 minute film based on
an existing script.

All the theoretical and practical classes will be
taught by professionals from the French film
industry.

This programme is open to very motivated
young filmmakers, native from the Gulf regions
who wish to develop their practical and theoretical
knowledge of filmmaking in Paris, the birthplace
of cinema. Description of the programme and
application forms are available through the French
Institute in Kuwait (www.institutfrancais-
koweit.com) and CINESCAPE 360∞ - Cinema
Helpdesk (www.kncc.com/lafemis2015.php).

Application deadline is the 26th of April, and
the selected trainees will be announced during the
Cannes Film Festival.

TIES Animal Fair

Second Chance Charity Shop is teaming with Kareq8 to
raise money and awareness for animals in Kuwait.  Shop
at Second Chance and other vendors and all proceeds

will go to Kareq8.  Special fun activities and a petting zone for
children are some of the events being planned. Animal food
and donations are gratefully accepted. The fair will take place
at TIES Center on Saturday June 13 from 5-8 pm. 

Ramadan Tips for Expats
Not sure how to conduct yourself in Ramadan?  Join

TIES Center to learn about Kuwait’s laws related to
Ramadan, expected public etiquette, customs you will
encounter in your neighborhood and workplace, how to
cope with daytime restrictions such as restaurant closures,
and how to get the most out of your Ramadan experience.
The presentation will be followed by discussion and Q&A.



W H AT ’ S  ON
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The Center for Continuing Education (CCE)
at the American University of Kuwait (AUK)
began working with the British Council in

2005 to deliver English language courses to indi-
viduals who were considering attending English
language universities in Kuwait or abroad. This
year marks the 10-year anniversary of the estab-
lishment of this partnership, and to commemo-
rate the occasion, the Director of CCE, Mrs.
Buthaina Al-Khubaizi, visited the British Council
to meet with Mr. Grant Butler, Country Director,
to celebrate the milestone and discuss future
opportunities for collaboration. During the visit,
Al-Khubaizi presented the British Council with a
Certificate of Appreciation on behalf of CCE.

Since its establishment in 2004, CCE has been
committed to offering courses and training pro-
grams that help students and professionals

improve skills that assist them in achieving their
goals; a service the British Council has been
committed to for years. This shared interest in
reaching out to students who are in need of
English language improvement and offering
them top-quality courses led to a partnership
forming between CCE and the British Council.  

The scope of the partnership between the
British Council and CCE covers the International
English Language Testing System (IELTS) exams.
The CCE and the British Council have developed
a “One-Stop IELTS” system, whereby candidates
are able to register for intensive preparation
courses at CCE and schedule to take the IELTS
exam in the CCE facilities. The CCE administers
the IELTS exam 3 times a month to approximate-
ly 300 candidates each day. 

CCE also offers English language courses for

academic, workplace, and everyday purposes;
for all levels and from age groups of 14 years
and above. Learners benefit from quality instruc-
tion and innovative programming, delivered in a
supportive and collaborative learning environ-
ment.CCE is currently offering a 10% reduction
for the IELTS preparation courses for candidates
who register for the British Council IELTS exams
via CCE.

CCE was established in 2004 and, in addition
to offering language courses in Arabic, English,
French and Spanish, offers an array of courses
and workshops aimed to assist in the personal
and professional development of individuals
and groups within the public and private sec-
tors. Course offerings are specifically tailored to
meet the needs of their clients, whether they are
independent groups or corporations. Buthaina Al-Khubaizi CCE Director, and Grant Butler, Country Director Kuwait

CCE, British Council celebrate
10 years of partnership

BNP Paribas Wealth Management, a
leading global private bank with
EUR 332 billion worth of assets

under management, has honoured
Fayeeza and Arif Naqvi, founders of the
Aman Foundation in Pakistan, as the BNP
Paribas 2015 Grand Prix winners. The
announcement was made in Paris at an
award ceremony hosted by Vincent
Lecomte and Sofia Merlo, Co-CEOs of BNP
Paribas Wealth Management.

The Naqvi family established the Aman
Foundation in 2008 in Pakistan. Aman
operates in two verticals - healthcare and
education - and has built a unique track-
record, principally in Karachi, through
grant-giving and direct investment in a

series of programs designed to create sus-
tainable and systemic impact in the coun-
try. Though it is a non-profit, Aman is run
on clear business principles, executing
through a talent base of professionals pri-
marily from private-sector backgrounds. 

Fayeeza and Arif Naqvi have always
been steeped in philanthropy. Both were
born in Karachi, Pakistan, and witnessed
under-privilege in their home country at
first-hand; both have long held a desire to
give back to the community - especially as
their professional lives have evolved over
the last three decades. 

Fayeeza Naqvi graduated from the
London School of Economics (LSE) and
pursued an early career in corporate

banking in London. Since then, she has
been involved in various social sector
organisations in the Middle East and
Pakistan and is an active patron of the
arts. 

Arif Naqvi, also graduate of the LSE, is
the Founder and Group Chief Executive of
The Abraaj Group, a leading investor oper-
ating in global growth markets with US$ 9
billion in assets under management.
Sustainability and stakeholder engage-
ment is embedded in Abraaj’s DNA. The
Group established a “5+5+5” model
wherein it annually donates 5 percent of
gross management fees, 5 percent of staff
bonuses on a voluntary basis, and 5 days
of volunteering time per employee.

Fayeeza and Arif Naqvi win Grand Prix at BNP Paribas Prize for Individual Philanthropy.

BNP Paribas Wealth Management
honors Pakistan’s Aman Foundation

National Bank of Kuwait continues to distribute iftar meals and receive thousands of people at its iftar tent near the Grand Mosque during the holy month of Ramadan.

In line with their mission of launching
premier events that serve Kuwait’s eco-
nomic, cultural and social objectives

“UNIEXPO”, announces the “Sustainability
in Kuwait” Conference and exhibition to
be held between December 6th-8th 2015
at the Regency Hotel, Kuwait.

The GCC nations all ranked in the top
twenty for emissions per capita world-
wide in 2014. According to the World
Economic Forum, the GCC nations are
among those that will be mostadversely
affected by climate change, with
increased pressure on scarce water
resources andarable land, rising air pollu-
tion, and increased likelihood of flooding
in coastal areas the most likely vulnerabili-
ties. In addition to environmental con-
cerns, there are energy security and eco-
nomic implications.Diversion of gas origi-
nally desatined for export to the Kuwait
market to meet excessive local demand
directly results in  loss of potential foreign-
exchange revenue .

Mahmoud Maghraby, Marketing
Manager at “UNIEXPO” stated “Having not-
ed the above environmental and econom-
ic implications, “UNIEXPO” envisioned the
need for a Sustainability Conference and
Expo in line with global standards, meet-
ing Kuwait’s specific needs and address-
ing local challenges. This event promotes
a number of strategic objectives which
aim to effectively address the issues dis-
cussed and for resolution identifies three
strategic areas of focus, along with associ-
ated initiatives for effective tactical follow
through. Focus areas include: promoting
knowledge of sustainable design and
maintenance practices throughout the
Facilities Management and Engineering
communities”.

Maghraby also elaborated on a current
local market trend: heightened awareness
of environmental issues amongst industry
and research leaders, major governmental
institutions and other leaders in Kuwait
market. This is evidenced by a recent
increase in high profile projects in Kuwait
targeting green building certification
under the LEED rating system, including
Kuwait Airport Terminal 2  and National
Bank of Kuwait Headquarters Building
and Equate New Headquarters.

Ranya Metwalli Shields , LEED AP
BD+C, CEM , Director of the Technical
Committee, described the challenges
facing Kuwait based  businesses with a
sustainability agenda as follows: “
Businesses with sustainability objectives
in Kuwait must work to overcome
absence of  mechanisms for mitigating
the cost impact of “going green”, general

lack of economic incentives and low local
cost of fossil fuels.  Initiatives such as
local or regional carbon trading pro-
grams would assist with the economic
aspect of implementing renewable tech-
nologies. It is also critical to devise
appropriate regulatory frameworks driv-
ing said objectives. This conference
implements a number of initiatives to
meet these needs.” 

“Feedback from current projects also
indicates the cost impact of sustainable
construction is higher in Kuwait than it is
in other parts of the world ,” continued
Metwalli Shields. “ LEED projects in
Kuwait report higher construction costs
by up to 40 percent. By comparison,
USGBC research indicates LEED certified
buildings in the USA report construction
costs within the normal range for similar
“Non- LEED” buildings .” Metwalli Shields
noted that this may be attributed to
increased cost of access to products and
services aimed at reducing environmen-
tal impact as well as the lack of economic
incentives described earlier. In response,
the exhibitor section of the expo  aims to
provide the Kuwait market with a broad
spectrum of options in terms of products
whilst simultaneously providing business
opportunities to local , regional and
International firms.

UNIEXPO organises conference
exhibition on sustainability,

green buildings in Kuwait

Mahmoud Maghraby

Ranya Metwalli



00:25 Come Dine With Me: South
Africa
01:15 Masterchef: The
Professionals
02:10 Paul Hollywood’s Bread
02:35 Kirstie Allsopp’s Home Style
03:20 Chefs: Put Your Menu Where
Your Mouth Is
04:05 Come Dine With Me: South
Africa
05:00 Masterchef: The
Professionals
05:50 Antiques Roadshow
06:45 Come Dine With Me
07:10 MasterChef
08:05 DIY SOS: The Big Build
08:55 MasterChef
09:50 MasterChef
10:45 MasterChef
11:35 Fantasy Homes By The Sea
12:20 Come Dine With Me
12:50 Come Dine With Me
13:15 Come Dine With Me
13:40 DIY SOS: The Big Build
14:35 Come Dine With Me
15:00 Come Dine With Me
15:25 MasterChef
16:20 Bargain Hunt
17:10 Come Dine With Me: South
Africa
18:05 Extreme Makeover: Home
Edition Specials
19:20 Masterchef: The
Professionals
20:15 Masterchef: The
Professionals
21:05 Masterchef: The
Professionals
21:30 Masterchef: The
Professionals
22:25 Masterchef: The
Professionals
23:15 Bargain Hunt

T V  PR O G R A M S
SATURDAY, JUNE 27, 2015

00:20 Fast N’ Loud
01:10 Fast N’ Loud
02:00 Misfit Garage
02:50 Fat N’ Furious: Rolling
Thunder
03:40 Storage Hunters
04:05 Extreme Collectors
04:30 Auction Kings
05:00 How It’s Made
05:30 How Do They Do It?
06:00 World’s Worst...
06:50 Head Games
07:40 The Carbonaro Effect
08:05 Magic Of Science
08:30 Running Wild With Bear
Grylls
09:20 Dive Wars Australia
10:10 Dual Survival
11:00 Alaska: Battle On The Bay
11:50 Alaska: Battle On The Bay
12:40 Alaska: Battle On The Bay
13:30 Alaska: Battle On The Bay
14:20 Alaska: Battle On The Bay
15:10 Alaska: Battle On The Bay
16:00 Ice Cold Gold
16:50 Ice Cold Gold
17:40 X-Ray Mega Airport
18:30 Running Wild With Bear
Grylls
19:20 Dive Wars Australia
20:10 Alaskan Bush People
21:00 Alaska: Battle On The Bay
21:50 Extreme Collectors
22:15 Extreme Collectors
22:40 Extreme Collectors
23:05 King Of Thrones
23:55 The Pool Master

THE LEGEND OF HERCULES ON OSN MOVIES HD

00:00 Violetta
00:50 Sabrina: Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
01:15 Sabrina: Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
01:40 Wolfblood
02:05 Wolfblood
02:30 Violetta
03:20 Sabrina: Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
03:45 Sabrina: Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
04:10 Wolfblood
04:35 Wolfblood
05:00 Violetta
06:00 Mako Mermaids

DELIVERY MAN OSN MOVIES HD

00:00 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
00:55 Extreme Close-Up
01:25 E!ES
02:20 E! News
03:15 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
04:10 The E! True Hollywood Story
05:05 THS
06:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
06:55 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
07:50 Style Star
08:20 E! News
09:15 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
10:15 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
11:10 THS
12:05 E! News
13:05 New Money
13:35 New Money
14:05 Christina Milian Turned Up
15:00 Fashion Bloggers
15:30 Fashion Bloggers
16:00 House Of DVF
17:00 House Of DVF
18:00 E! News
19:00 E!ES
20:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
21:00 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
22:00 E! News
23:00 The Soup
23:30 The Grace Helbig Show

00:35 The Jonathan Ross Show
01:30 Tales From Northumberland
With Robson Green
02:00 Who’s Doing The Dishes
02:55 Emmerdale
03:20 Emmerdale
03:45 Emmerdale
04:10 Emmerdale
04:35 Emmerdale
05:00 Emmerdale
05:15 Coronation Street
05:40 Coronation Street
06:05 Coronation Street
06:30 Coronation Street
07:05 Coronation Street
07:15 Paddock To Plate
08:10 Agatha Christie’s Marple
09:50 Murdoch Mysteries
10:30 Murdoch Mysteries
11:35 Big Star’s Little Star
12:25 Tricked
13:15 Tricked
14:05 Peter Andre’s 60 Minute
Makeover
15:00 Peter Andre’s 60 Minute

00:20 World’s Deadliest
01:10 Man-Eater of The Congo
02:00 The Monster Project
02:50 Africa’s Blood River
03:45 Wild 24
04:40 Predator Patrol
05:35 Is Your Dog A Genius?
06:30 Fish Warrior
07:25 Monster Fish
08:20 Killer Shots
09:15 World’s Deadliest Animals
10:10 Ape Man
11:05 Animals Gone Wild
12:00 Shark Men
12:55 Alien Crab
13:50 Lion Gangland
14:45 Wild 24
15:40 Kingdom of The Oceans
16:35 Among The Great Apes
17:30 Life on the Barrier Reef
18:25 Man-Eater of The Congo
19:20 Wild 24
20:10 Kingdom of The Oceans
21:00 Among The Great Apes
21:50 Life on the Barrier Reef
22:40 Man-Eater of The Congo
23:30 Shark Men

00:30 The Daily Show With Jon
Stewart
01:00 The Nightly Show With Larry
Wilmore
01:30 Modern Family
02:00 Black-Ish
02:30 The Simpsons
03:30 The Mindy Project
04:30 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
07:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers
09:30 Two And A Half Men
10:00 Fresh Off The Boat
11:00 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
13:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers
14:00 The Mindy Project
14:30 Two And A Half Men
15:00 Fresh Off The Boat
15:30 The Daily Show With Jon
Stewart
16:00 The Nightly Show With Larry
Wilmore
17:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers
18:00 Men At Work
18:30 The Mindy Project
19:00 Your Family Or Mine
19:30 Galavant
20:00 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
21:00 The Daily Show Global
Edition
21:30 The Nightly Show Global
Edition
22:00 Saturday Night Live
23:00 The Simpsons
23:30 Late Night With Seth Meyers

00:00 Top Gear (US)
01:00 Sleepy Hollow
02:00 Downton Abbey
03:00 Once Upon A Time
04:00 Drop Dead Diva
05:00 The Blacklist
06:00 Top Gear (US)
07:00 Survivor: Worlds Apart
09:00 The Blacklist
10:00 Drop Dead Diva
11:00 Sleepy Hollow
13:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
15:00 Top Gear (US)
17:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
19:00 Unforgettable
20:00 Witches Of East End
21:00 Supernatural
22:00 Downton Abbey
23:00 Once Upon A Time

01:00 Good Morning America
03:00 House Of Cards
05:00 Good Morning America
09:00 Parenthood
12:00 Perception
13:00 Resurrection
15:00 Live Good Morning America
16:00 Parenthood
17:00 Perception
18:00 Resurrection
19:00 Parenthood
20:00 Perception
21:00 Resurrection
22:00 House Of Cards
23:00 American Idol

03:10 Henry Hugglemonster
03:20 Calimero
03:35 Zou
03:45 Loopdidoo
04:00 Art Attack
04:25 Henry Hugglemonster
04:35 Calimero
04:50 Zou
05:00 Loopdidoo
05:15 Art Attack
05:35 Henry Hugglemonster
05:50 Calimero
06:00 Zou
06:15 Loopdidoo
06:25 Limon And Oli
06:35 Art Attack
07:00 Calimero
07:10 Zou
07:25 Nina Needs To Go
07:30 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
07:55 Sofia The First
08:20 Doc McStuffins
08:45 Loopdidoo
09:00 Limon And Oli
09:10 Sheriff Callie’s Wild West
09:35 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
10:00 Sofia The First
10:25 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
10:55 Runaway Shuffle/Surfin’
The Whirlpool
11:25 Doc McStuffins
11:50 Henry Hugglemonster
12:05 Henry Hugglemonster
12:15 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
12:40 Sheriff Callie’s Wild West
13:05 Sofia The First
13:30 Loopdidoo
13:45 Limon And Oli
13:55 Jake’s Buccaneer Blast
14:00 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
14:25 Doc McStuffins
14:50 Runaway Shuffle/Surfin’
The Whirlpool
15:15 Sofia The First
15:40 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
16:05 Nina Needs To Go
16:10 Lilo & Stitch
16:35 Adventures Of The
Gummi Bears
17:00 Chip n Dale Rescue
Rangers
17:25 Ducktales
17:50 Jake And The Neverland
Pirates
18:00 Runaway Shuffle/Surfin’
The Whirlpool
18:25 Messages From Miles
18:30 Sofia The First
18:55 Jake’s Buccaneer Blast
19:00 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
19:30 Loopdidoo
19:45 Doc McStuffins
20:00 Adventures Of The
Gummi Bears
20:30 Sofia The First
20:55 Cars Toons

07:15 Transformers: Robots In
Disguise
07:40 Matt Hatter Chronicles
08:05 Teen Titans Go!
08:55 Uncle Grandpa
09:20 The Amazing World Of
Gumball
09:45 Clarence
10:10 Ooo Explorations!
12:40 Ninjago: Masters Of
Spinjitzu
13:05 Ninjago: Masters Of
Spinjitzu
13:30 Transformers: Robots In
Disguise
13:55 Matt Hatter Chronicles
14:20 Teen Titans Go!
14:45 Uncle Grandpa
14:57 Uncle Grandpa
15:10 Uncle Grandpa
15:23 Uncle Grandpa
15:35 The Amazing World Of
Gumball
16:00 The Amazing World Of
Gumball
16:12 The Amazing World Of
Gumball
16:25 Clarence
17:15 New Steven Universe
17:40 Incredible Crew
18:05 Teen Titans Go!
18:55 The Amazing World Of
Gumball
19:07 The Amazing World Of
Gumball
19:20 The Amazing World Of
Gumball
19:32 The Amazing World Of
Gumball
19:45 Adventure Time New
20:10 Adventure Time
20:35 Regular Show
21:25 Teen Titans Go!
21:45 Transformers: Robots In
Disguise
22:05 Ben 10
22:35 Johnny Test
23:10 Regular Show
23:55 Teen Titans Go!
00:40 Grojband
01:00 Grojband
01:25 Total Drama: Revenge Of
The Island
01:45 Regular Show
02:30 Johnny Test

02:00 Darkness Falls
04:00 A Common Man
06:00 Closed Circuit
08:00 The Package
10:00 A Common Man
12:00 Justice League: War
14:00 40 Days And Nights
16:00 The Package
18:00 Stolen
20:00 Jack Ryan: Shadow Recruit
22:00 The Legend Of Hercules

00:00 Darkness Falls-PG15
02:00 A Common Man-PG15
04:00 Closed Circuit-PG15
06:00 The Package-PG15
08:00 A Common Man-PG15
10:00 Justice League: War-PG15
12:00 40 Days And Nights-PG15
14:00 The Package-PG15
16:00 Stolen-PG15
18:00 Jack Ryan: Shadow Recruit
20:00 The Legend Of Hercules
22:00 The Mortal Instruments: City
Of Bones-PG15

00:00 Oscar
02:15 Curious George: Swings Into
Spring
03:45 Until She Came Along
06:00 High Road
08:00 28 Days
10:00 Until She Came Along
12:00 The Smurfs 2
14:00 10 Years
16:00 28 Days
18:00 Cuban Fury
20:00 Servitude
22:00 The Love Guide

01:00 All Is Lost-PG15
03:00 The English Teacher-PG15
05:00 Upside Down-PG15
07:00 Song For Marion-PG15
09:00 Safe Haven-PG15
11:00 Upside Down-PG15
13:00 Won’t Back Down-PG15
15:00 See Girl Run-PG15
17:00 Safe Haven-PG15
19:00 What Maisie Knew-PG15
21:00 The Butler-PG15
23:30 Ashes-PG15

01:30 Jobs
04:00 Annie
06:30 The Boxer
08:30 Hope And Glory
10:30 Jobs
12:45 Scents And Sensibility
14:30 The Joy Luck Club
17:00 Hope And Glory
19:00 The Portrait Of A Lady
21:30 We Gotta Get Out Of This
Place
23:30 Disconnect

01:00 Sabotage-PG15
02:45 The Amazing Spider-Man 2
05:15 The Magic Of Belle Isle
07:15 Turbo-PG
09:00 Enough Said-PG15
10:45 The Amazing Spider-Man 2
13:15 Grudge Match-PG15
15:15 Guardians Of The Galaxy
17:15 Enough Said-PG15
19:00 Draft Day-PG15
21:00 Delivery Man-PG15
23:00 Hours-PG15

01:00 Oggy & The Cockroaches:
The Movie
02:45 Hiroku: Defenders Of Gaia
04:15 From Up On Poppy Hill
06:00 Vampire Dog
08:00 Khumba
09:45 A Turtle’s Tale 2: Sammy’s
Escape From Paradise
11:15 Garfield’s Fun Fest
12:45 Hiroku: Defenders Of Gaia
14:15 Moomins And The Comet
Chase
16:00 Khumba
18:00 Catch That Kid
20:00 Asterix: The Land Of The
Gods
22:00 Moomins And The Comet
Chase
23:30 Khumba

00:00 Transit-PG15
01:45 Last Passenger-PG15
03:45 Captain Phillips-PG15
06:00 The Croods-PG
08:00 The Gabby Douglas Story
10:00 The Hot Flashes-PG15
11:45 Captain Phillips-PG15
14:00 The Way Way Back-PG15
16:00 The Gabby Douglas Story
18:00 Ong Bak 3-PG15
19:45 Man Of Steel-PG15
22:15 Think Like A Man Too-PG15

12:30 Live NRL Premiership 
14:30 NRL Premiership 
17:30 Live Formula - E
Championship 
23:00 Live Indy Cars Series 

00:00 ICC Cricket 360, Episode 25
03:00 Live Caribbean Premier
League : St Lucia Zouks v Guyana
Amazon
06:30 ICC Cricket 360, Episode 25
07:00 Natwest T20 Blast H/L:
Lancs v Warks
14:00 Caribbean Premier League
H/L: St Lucia v Guyana
16:30 Live Natwest T20 Blast :
Nottinghamshire v Northamptonshire
20:30 ICC Cricket 360, Episode 25
23:00 Live Caribbean Premier
League : Barbados Tridents v St
Kitts And Nevis Patriots

00:45 Return To Amish
01:35 My 600lb Life
02:25 Nine Months Later
03:15 Obsessive Compulsive
Cleaners
04:05 Secret Eaters
05:00 Secret Eaters
06:00 18 Kids And Counting
06:25 Toddlers & Tiaras
07:15 Toddlers & Tiaras
08:05 Ultimate Shopper
08:55 Ultimate Shopper
09:45 Pawn Queens
10:10 Pawn Queens
10:35 Love, Lust Or Run
11:00 Love, Lust Or Run
11:25 18 Kids And Counting
11:50 18 Kids And Counting
12:15 18 Kids And Counting
12:40 18 Kids And Counting
13:05 18 Kids And Counting
13:30 Say Yes To The Dress
13:55 Say Yes To The Dress
14:20 Oprah’s Next Chapter
15:10 Cake Boss
15:35 Cake Boss
16:00 Cake Boss
16:25 Cake Boss
16:50 Cake Boss
17:15 Love, Lust Or Run
17:40 Love, Lust Or Run
18:05 Oprah Presents: Master
Class
18:55 Say Yes To The Dress
19:20 Say Yes To The Dress
19:45 Say Yes To The Dress
20:10 Say Yes To The Dress
20:35 Say Yes To The Dress
21:00 Oprah’s Next Chapter
21:50 Oprah Presents: Master
Class
22:40 Extreme Cheapskates
23:05 Mob Wives
23:55 Mob Wives

06:00 Boyster
06:10 Randy Cunningham: 9th
Grade Ninja
06:35 Mini Ninjas
07:00 Ultimate Spider-Man
07:25 The 7D
07:50 Supa Strikas
08:15 Supa Strikas
08:40 Mighty Med
09:05 Mighty Med
09:30 Last Day Of Summer
10:15 Toy Story Toons
10:25 Lab Rats
10:50 Lab Rats
11:15 Kickin’ It
11:45 Kickin’ It
12:10 Kirby Buckets
12:35 The 7D
13:00 Even Stevens
14:30 Phineas And Ferb
14:45 U.F.O.
14:50 Mighty Med
15:15 Mighty Med
15:40 Mighty Med
16:10 Mighty Med
16:35 Mighty Med
17:00 Pants On Fire
18:20 Supa Strikas
18:45 Phineas And Ferb
19:10 Phineas And Ferb
19:40 The 7D
20:05 Ultimate Spider-Man:
Web Warriors
20:35 Pair Of Kings
21:00 Lab Rats
21:25 Kickin’ It
21:50 Mighty Med
22:15 Kirby Buckets
23:00 Programmes Start At
6:00am KSA
History Channel HD
03:00 American Pickers
04:00 Sean Bean On Waterloo
05:00 Counting Cars
06:00 American Restoration
06:30 American Restoration
07:00 American Restoration
07:30 American Restoration
08:00 American Restoration
08:30 American Restoration
09:00 American Restoration
09:30 American Restoration
10:00 Big Rig Bounty Hunters
11:00 Alaska Off-Road Warriors
12:00 Counting Cars
12:30 Counting Cars
13:00 Storage Wars Texas
13:30 Storage Wars Texas
14:00 Storage Wars Texas
14:30 Storage Wars Texas
15:00 Shipping Wars
15:30 Shipping Wars
16:00 Pawn Stars

21:00 Chip n Dale Rescue
Rangers
21:25 Ducktales
21:50 Lilo & Stitch
22:15 Zou
22:30 Art Attack
22:55 Limon And Oli
23:05 Henry Hugglemonster
23:20 Calimero
23:35 Zou
23:50 Loopdidoo
00:05 Art Attack
00:30 Henry Hugglemonster
00:45 Calimero
01:00 Zou
01:15 Loopdidoo
01:30 Art Attack
01:55 Henry Hugglemonster
02:05 Calimero
02:20 Zou
02:30 Loopdidoo
02:45 Art Attack

06:25 Hank Zipzer
06:50 The Next Step
07:15 H2O: Just Add Water
07:40 Suite Life On Deck
08:05 Suite Life On Deck
08:30 Suite Life On Deck
08:55 Suite Life On Deck
09:20 Suite Life On Deck
09:45 Girl Meets World
10:10 Good Luck Charlie
10:35 Teen Beach 2
12:10 Get Frozen
12:20 Jessie
12:40 Dog With A Blog
13:05 Gravity Falls
13:30 I Didn’t Do It
13:55 Mako Mermaids
14:20 H2O: Just Add Water
14:55 Dog With A Blog
15:20 I Didn’t Do It
15:45 The Next Step
16:10 I Didn’t Do It
16:35 Jessie
17:00 Liv And Maddie
17:25 Mako Mermaids
17:50 Dog With A Blog
18:15 I Didn’t Do It
18:40 Violetta Top 5 Tracks
19:05 The Next Step
19:30 H2O: Just Add Water
19:55 H2O: Just Add Water
20:20 H2O: Just Add Water
20:45 H2O: Just Add Water
21:10 Good Luck Charlie
21:35 Wizards Of Waverly Place
22:00 Wizards Of Waverly Place
22:25 Sabrina: Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
22:50 Sabrina: Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
23:10 Wolfblood
23:35 Wolfblood

Makeover
15:55 Cilla
16:45 Black Work
17:35 Hiding
18:30 Tales From Northumberland
With Robson Green
19:00 Cilla
19:55 Black Work
20:50 Agatha Christie’s Marple
22:30 Tales From Northumberland
With Robson Green
23:00 Coronation Street
23:25 Coronation Street
23:50 Coronation Street

01:30 Golfing World
06:30 Live AFL Premiership
12:00 World Rugby
12:30 Live Super Rugby
14:30 Live PGA European Tour
19:00 Super Rugby Highlights
20:00 Live PGA Tour

01:00 Bellator MMA 138
04:00 Live Bellator MMA 139
07:30 NRL Full Time 
08:00 Live NRL Premiership 
10:30 Live NRL Premiership 

03:15 Ninjago: Masters Of
Spinjitzu
03:35 Ninjago: Masters Of
Spinjitzu
04:00 Teen Titans Go!
04:45 Grojband
05:05 Total Drama World Tour
05:30 Adventure Time
06:00 Ben 10
06:25 Ben 10
06:50 Ninjago: Masters Of
Spinjitzu

03:00 Serial Killers
03:45 Fatal Encounters
04:30 Devil In The Details
05:20 Nightmare Next Door
06:10 True Crime With
Aphrodite Jones
07:00 Fatal Encounters
07:50 Disappeared
08:40 Disappeared
09:30 Who On Earth Did I
Marry?
09:55 Who On Earth Did I
Marry?
10:20 Who On Earth Did I
Marry?
10:45 Who On Earth Did I
Marry?
11:10 The Will
12:00 The Will
12:50 Blood Relatives
13:40 Nightmare Next Door
14:30 On The Case With Paula
Zahn
15:20 On The Case With Paula
Zahn
16:10 Disappeared
17:00 Stalked: Someone’s
Watching
17:25 Stalked: Someone’s
Watching

17:50 I Was Murdered
18:15 I Was Murdered
18:40 I Almost Got Away With It
19:30 I Almost Got Away With It
20:20 I Almost Got Away With It
21:10 I Almost Got Away With It
22:00 California Investigator
22:25 California Investigator
22:50 Deadly Women
23:40 True CSI
00:30 I Was Murdered
00:55 I Was Murdered
01:20 Blood Relatives
02:10 California Investigator
02:35 California Investigator
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Arrival Flights on Saturday 27/6/2015
Airlines Flt Route Time
QTR 1084 Doha 00:05
PIA 205 Lahore 00:15
THY 772 Istanbul 00:15
JZR 239 Amman 00:20
SYR 343 Damascus 00:25
JZR 267 Beirut 00:30
DLH 637 Dammam 00:35
FDB 068 Dubai 00:55
JAI 574 Mumbai 01:30
JZR 539 Cairo 01:30
SAI 441 Lahore 01:35
PGT 858 Istanbul 01:40
RJA 642 Amman 01:45
KKK 6507 Istanbul 02:15
GFA 211 Bahrain 02:15
UAE 853 Dubai 02:25
OMA 643 Muscat 02:35
ETD 305 Abu Dhabi 03:05
QTR 1076 Doha 03:05
RJA 644 Amman 03:10
MSR 612 Cairo 03:15
FDB 067 Dubai 03:15
KAC 1544 Cairo 03:35
MSC 401 Alexandria 04:00
JZR 555 Alexandria 04:15
THY 770 Istanbul 04:40
ETD 919 Abu Dhabi 05:00
DHX 170 Bahrain 05:10
KAC 416 Jakarta/Kuala Lumpur 06:00
KAC 412 Manila/Bangkok 06:15
BAW 157 London 06:35
JZR 1541 Cairo 06:40
JZR 563 Sohag 06:45
JZR 503 Luxor 07:20
KAC 382 Delhi 07:30
KAC 206 Islamabad 07:45
KAC 204 Lahore 07:50
FDB 053 Dubai 07:50
KAC 302 Mumbai 07:55
KAC 352 Kochi 08:15
KAC 344 Chennai 08:15
UAE 855 Dubai 08:25
KAC 362 Colombo 08:30
ABY 125 Sharjah 09:05
ETD 301 Abu Dhabi 09:10
IRM 1186 Tehran 09:15
KAC 284 Dhaka 09:25
RJA 648 Amman 09:30
MEA 406 Beirut 09:35
FDB 055 Dubai 09:40
KAC 350 Kochi 09:40
SYR 341 Damascus 10:00
QTR 1070 Doha 10:00
IRA 3407 Mashhad 10:35
GFA 213 Bahrain 10:40
UAE 873 Dubai 10:40
MSC 405 Sohag 11:20
JZR 561 Sohag 11:25
RBG 553 Alexandria 11:30
AGY 680 Alexandria 11:40
IRM 1188 Mashhad 11:45
IAW 157 Al Najaf 12:00
FDB 075 Dubai 12:25
JZR 241 Amman 12:40
UAE 871 Dubai 12:45
KNE 483 Jeddah 12:50
IRC 6511 ABD 12:50
MSR 610 Cairo 13:00
SVA 9393 Jeddah 13:25
JZR 779 Jeddah 13:50
MSR 575 Sharm el-Sheikh 13:55
KAC 672 Dubai 13:55
IRC 526 Mashhad 14:00
QTR 1078 Doha 14:05
KNE 460 Riyadh 14:10

FDB 057 Dubai 14:20
GFA 221 Bahrain 14:20
IZG 4167 Mashhad 14:30
IZG 4161 Mashhad 14:50
JZR 257 Beirut 14:55
ABY 127 Sharjah 14:55
RJD 135 Abu Dhabi 15:00
KAC 788 Jeddah 15:00
OMA 645 Muscat 15:05
KNE 462 Madinah 15:05
UAE 857 Dubai 15:45
NIA 251 Alexandria 15:50
RJA 640 Amman 15:55
KNE 472 Jeddah 16:00
JZR 535 Cairo 16:05
FDB 051 Dubai 16:10
KAC 512 Mashhad 16:10
QTR 1072 Doha 16:20
KAC 118 New York 16:30
ETD 303 Abu Dhabi 16:50
KNE 474 Jeddah 16:55
KAC 562 Amman 17:00
IRA 669 Mashhad 17:10
SVA 510 Riyadh 17:15
UAL 982 IAD 17:25
JZR 357 Mashhad 17:30
GFA 215 Bahrain 17:30
KAC 742 Dammam 17:45
JZR 177 Dubai 17:45
JZR 777 Jeddah 17:50
SVA 500 Jeddah 18:00
FDB 065 Dubai 18:05
IRM 1180 Mashhad 18:10
KAC 176 Geneva/Frankfurt 18:20
KAC 502 Beirut 18:35
KAC 786 Jeddah 18:35
JZR 125 Bahrain 18:50
CLX 856 Luxembourg 18:50
KAC 618 Doha 18:55
QTR 1080 Doha 18:55
KAC 542 Cairo 18:55
KAC 104 London 19:00
GFA 217 Bahrain 19:05
UAE 875 Dubai 19:05
FDB 063 Dubai 19:10
FDB 063 Dubai 19:10
ABY 123 Sharjah 19:20
JAI 572 Mumbai 19:35
KAC 774 Riyadh 19:40
FDB 061 Dubai 19:50
AGY 684 Sohag 19:50
OMA 647 Muscat 20:00
KAC 674 Dubai 20:00
KNE 480 Taif 20:10
MEA 402 Beirut 20:15
ABY 121 Sharjah 20:20
DLH 634 Frankfurt 20:20
JZR 1775 Jeddah 20:40
MSR 618 Alexandria 20:40
JAD 301 Amman 20:55
ALK 229 Colombo 21:10
ETD 307 Abu Dhabi 21:15
UAE 859 Dubai 21:15
KLM 415 Amsterdam 21:25
FDB 073 Dubai 21:30
QTR 1074 Doha 21:30
GFA 219 Bahrain 21:45
KNE 470 Jeddah 22:05
ETD 309 Abu Dhabi 22:10
THY 764 Istanbul 22:10
AIC 987 Chennai/Hyderabad 22:25
UAL 981 Bahrain 22:40
MSC 407 Sohag 22:45
FDB 059 Dubai 22:50
JAI 526 Chennai/Abu Dhabi 23:00
MSR 614 Cairo 23:30
FDB 071 Dubai 23:55

Departure Flights on Saturday 20/6/2015
Airlines Flt Route Time
AIC 976 Goa/Chennai 00:05
RBG 556 Alexandria 00:05
BBC 044 Dhaka 00:10
JAI 573 Mumbai 00:25
MSR 615 Cairo 00:30
FDB 072 Dubai 00:30
KLM 413 Amsterdam 00:55
JZR 502 Luxor 01:10
SYR 344 KAC/Damascus 01:25
PIA 206 Lahore 01:30
DLH 637 Frankfurt 01:35
THY 773 Istanbul 02:05
SAI 442 Lahore 02:35
JAI 525 Abu Dhabi/Chennai 02:55
PGT 859 Istanbul 02:55
KKK 6508 Istanbul 03:10
OMA 644 Muscat 03:35
UAE 854 Dubai 03:45
RJA 645 Amman 03:55
FDB 068 Dubai 04:00
QTR 1077 Doha 04:05
ETD 306 Abu Dhabi 04:05
MSR 613 Cairo 04:15
THY 765 Istanbul 04:55
JZR 560 Sohag 05:00
MSC 406 Sohag 05:00
QTR 1085 Doha 05:20
RJA 643 Amman 06:35
GFA 212 Bahrain 06:50
THY 771 Istanbul 06:50
JZR 240 Amman 07:05
FDB 070 Dubai 07:05
ETD 919 Amsterdam 07:15
JZR 256 Beirut 07:30
JZR 778 Jeddah 08:30
BAW 156 London 08:30
FDB 054 Dubai 08:30
JZR 534 Cairo 09:15
KAC 671 Dubai 09:25
KAC 787 Jeddah 09:30
ABY 126 Sharjah 09:45
UAE 856 Dubai 09:50
KAC 101 London/New York 10:00
ETD 302 Abu Dhabi 10:00
RJA 649 Amman 10:15
KAC 511 Mashhad 10:20
IRM 1181 Mashhad 10:25
MEA 407 Beirut 10:35
FDB 056 Dubai 10:40
SYR 342 Damascus 10:55
KAC 501 Beirut 11:00
QTR 1071 Doha 11:00
KAC 165 Rome/Paris 11:25
KAC 561 Amman 11:25
IRA 3406 Mashhad 11:35
GFA 214 Bahrain 11:35
JZR 356 Mashhad 11:40
KAC 541 Cairo 12:05
UAE 874 Dubai 12:10
RBG 554 Alexandria 12:10
JZR 776 Jeddah 12:15
MSC 402 Alexandria 12:20
AGY 685 Sohag 12:40
KAC 785 Jeddah 13:00
IAW 158 Al Najaf 13:00
JZR 176 Dubai 13:10
IRM 1189 Mashhad 13:10
FDB 076 Dubai 13:10
IRC 6512 ABD 13:50
MSR 611 Cairo 14:00
UAE 872 Dubai 14:15
KNE 482 Jeddah 14:20
KAC 741 Dammam 14:40
MSR 576 Sharm el-Sheikh 14:40

SVA 2693 Jeddah 14:55
IRC 527 Mashhad 15:00
JZR 1774 Jeddah 15:05
QTR 1079 Doha 15:05
GFA 222 Bahrain 15:05
FDB 058 Dubai 15:05
KNE 481 Taif 15:10
KAC 617 Doha 15:15
KAC 673 Dubai 15:20
IZG 4168 Mashhad 15:30
KAC 773 Riyadh 15:55
JZR 124 Bahrain 15:55
KAC 613 Bahrain 16:00
KNE 463 Madinah 16:00
OMA 646 Muscat 16:05
IZG 4162 Mashhad 16:10
RJD 136 Abu Dhabi 16:10
ABY 128 Sharjah 16:15
NIA 252 Alexandria 16:50
RJA 641 Amman 16:55
KNE 473 Jeddah 16:55
JZR 266 Beirut 17:05
FDB 052 Dubai 17:10
QTR 1073 Doha 17:25
ETD 304 Abu Dhabi 17:40
UAE 858 Dubai 17:40
KNE 475 Jeddah 17:50
IRA 666 Esfahan 18:10
SVA 511 Riyadh 18:15
GFA 216 Bahrain 18:20
KAC 563 Amman 18:30
KAC 287 Dhaka 18:35
UAL 982 Bahrain 18:40
JZR 538 Cairo 18:40
JZR 238 Amman 18:45
FDB 066 Dubai 18:55
IRM 1187 Tehran 19:10
SVA 505 Jeddah 19:30
GFA 218 Bahrain 19:50
FDB 064 Dubai 19:50
QTR 1081 Doha 19:55
ABY 124 Sharjah 20:00
KAC 361 Colombo 20:00
CLX 856 Hong Kong 20:20
UAE 876 Dubai 20:35
JAI 571 Mumbai 20:35
FDB 062 Dubai 20:35
KAC 351 Kochi 20:45
AGY 681 Alexandria 20:50
KAC 1543 Cairo 20:55
KAC 333 Trivandrum 20:55
OMA 648 Muscat 21:00
ABY 122 Sharjah 21:00
KNE 461 Riyadh 21:10
MEA 403 Beirut 21:15
JZR 554 Alexandria 21:15
JAD 302 Amman 21:35
MSR 607 Luxor 21:40
DHX 171 Bahrain 21:50
ETD 308 Abu Dhabi 22:05
FDB 074 Dubai 22:10
ALK 230 Colombo 22:20
KAC 381 Delhi 22:20
UAE 860 Dubai 22:25
KLM 415 Dammam/Amsterdam 22:25
KAC 349 Kochi 22:30
KAC 301 Mumbai 22:30
QTR 1075 Doha 22:40
GFA 220 Bahrain 22:45
KAC 205 Islamabad 22:50
ETD 310 Abu Dhabi 23:00
KNE 471 Jeddah 23:05
KAC 411 Bangkok/Manila 23:25
MSC 408 Sohag 23:45
FDB 060 Dubai 23:50
JZR 1540 Cairo 23:50
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SHARQIA-1
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 9:15 PM
SURVIVOR 11:15 PM

SHARQIA-2
THE WOMAN IN BLACK 2 
ANGEL OF DEATH - Re Release 9:00 PM
JURASSIC WORLD 11:00 PM

SHARQIA-3
JURASSIC WORLD 9:00 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 11:30 PM

MUHALAB-1
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 9:00 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 11:00 PM

MUHALAB-2
JURASSIC WORLD 9:00 PM
SAN ANDREAS 11:30 PM

MUHALAB-3
THE QUIET ONES - Re Release 9:15 PM
JURASSIC WORLD 11:15 PM

FANAR-1
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 9:15 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 11:15 PM

FANAR-2
JAZEERA 2   2«·Ã“Ì—… - Re Release 9:00 PM
SURVIVOR 11:45 PM

FANAR-3
A WALK AMONG THE TOMBSTONES - Re Release 9:15 PM
THE WOMAN IN BLACK 2 
ANGEL OF DEATH - Re Release 11:45 PM

FANAR-4
JURASSIC WORLD 9:00 PM
SAN ANDREAS 11:30 PM

FANAR-5
LOVE & MERCY 9:00 PM
JURASSIC WORLD 11:30 PM

MARINA-1
JAWAZA  MIRI - Re Release 9:15 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 11:15 PM

MARINA-2
JURASSIC WORLD 9:00 PM
SURVIVOR 11:30 PM

MARINA-3
SAN ANDREAS 9:00 PM
JURASSIC WORLD 11:15 PM

AVENUES-1
SAN ANDREAS 9:15 PM
THE WOMAN IN BLACK 2 ANGEL OF DEATH - Re Release
11:30 PM

AVENUES-2
PREMAM - Malayalam 9:00 PM
THE QUIET ONES - Re Release 12:05 AM

AVENUES-3
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 9:45 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 11:45 PM

AVENUES-4
JURASSIC WORLD 10:00 PM

AVENUES-5
JURASSIC WORLD 9:00 PM
JURASSIC WORLD 11:30 PM

AVENUES-6
JAWAZA  MIRI - Re Release 9:30 PM
A WALK AMONG THE TOMBSTONES - Re Release 11:45 PM

AVENUES-7
JAZEERA 2   2«·Ã“Ì—… - Re Release 10:15 PM

AVENUES-8
LOVE & MERCY 9:00 PM
LOVE & MERCY 11:30 PM

AVENUES-9
A WALK AMONG THE TOMBSTONES - Re Release 9:00 PM
JURASSIC WORLD 11:15 PM

AVENUES-10
ABCD 2 - Hindi 9:00 PM
SURVIVOR 12:05 AM

AVENUES-11
JURASSIC WORLD 9:00 PM
JURASSIC WORLD 11:30 PM

360º- 1
JAWAZA  MIRI - Re Release 9:45 PM
SURVIVOR 11:45 PM

360º- 2
LOVE & MERCY 9:00 PM
LOVE & MERCY 11:30 PM

360º- 3
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 9:00 PM
JAZEERA 2 - Re Release 11:00 PM

360º- 4
SAN ANDREAS 9:15 PM

SAN ANDREAS 11:45 PM

360º- 5
A WALK AMONG THE TOMBSTONES - Re Release 9:30 PM
A WALK AMONG THE TOMBSTONES - Re Release 11:45 PM

360º- 6
ABCD 2 - Hindi 9:30 PM

AL-KOUT.1
JURASSIC WORLD 9:00 PM
THE WOMAN IN BLACK 2 ANGEL OF DEATH - Re Release
11:30 PM

AL-KOUT.2
LOVE & MERCY 9:15 PM
JURASSIC WORLD 11:30 PM

AL-KOUT.3
A WALK AMONG THE TOMBSTONES - Re Release 9:00 PM
SAN ANDREAS 11:15 PM

AL-KOUT.4
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 9:30 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 11:30 PM

BAIRAQ-1
JURASSIC WORLD 9:00 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 11:30 PM

BAIRAQ-2
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 9:00 PM
JURASSIC WORLD 11:15 PM

BAIRAQ-3
JAZEERA 2 - Re Release 10:00 PM

PLAZA
PREMAM - Malayalam 9:00 PM
SURVIVOR 12:05 AM

LAILA
JURASSIC WORLD 9:00 PM
SAN ANDREAS 11:30 PM

AJIAL.1
PREMAM - Malayalam 9:00 PM
THE QUIET ONES - Re Release 12:05 AM

AJIAL.2
DIL DHADAKNE DO -Hindi 9:00 PM

AJIAL.3
ABCD 2 - Hindi 9:30 PM

AJIAL.4
PREMAM - Malayalam 9:30 PM

KNCC PROGRAMME FROM THURSDAY TO WEDNESDAY
(25/06/2015 TO 01/07/2015)

FOR SALE

Nissan Maxima 2012 mod-
el, full option, alloy wheels,
tinted glass, sub woofer,
price KD 4500. Interested
parties please contact:
66101542. (C 5003)
25-6-2015

CHANGE OF NAME

I, Abedin, holder of Indian
Passport No. K3655541,
address: Moyadpura
Partapur Dist. Banswara
Rajasthan, hereby change
my name to Abedin
Naharpurawala. (C 5004)

I, Qutubuddin, holder of
Indian Passport No:
K8491577, address: Chota
Moiyedpura AT and PO
Partapur Dt Banswaray,
Rajastahan, hereby change
my name to Qutubuddin
Mohammed Hussain. 
(C 5005)
27-6-2015
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Your hasty reactions can create unnecessary problems
today, especially if you don’t respect people’s boundaries. There are
times when it’s perfectly acceptable to push back against someone’s
resistance, but it must be done in a kind and thoughtful manner. Stop
to consider if you may be stepping out of line now. Healthy relation-
ships depend upon your ability to honor your partner’s needs for per-
sonal space, especially when everyone’s nerves are on edge. Do unto

others as you would have others do unto you.

Aries (March 21-April 19)

STAR TRACK

You may be so optimistic that you want to shout your plans
from the rooftop as lovely Venus chases the positive reinforcement of
joyful Jupiter. But anyone who actually takes the time to communicate
with you soon realizes that you have given serious consideration to
your current position. Others may be quite impressed by how practical
your analysis is now, surprising you with their wholehearted support.
Nevertheless, it’s still wise to step through your plan one more time pri-
or to taking action. No hurry, no worry. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20)

Reality comes into focus today, yet it could take a few more
days before both of your feet are back on solid ground. Nevertheless,
you’re tempted to take a casual social invitation and turn it into an
excuse to start the weekend early. There’s nothing wrong with trying to
make a special moment last longer, but it’s also crucial to pay attention
to the cues you receive from others. Balancing your current desire to
have fun with your drive to pursue a more serious agenda will offer you
the best of both worlds. 

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

Your inner world seems more spacious today, giving you enough
room to contemplate your feelings without the judgmental

restrictions of others. But this open atmosphere may be daunting if you
choose to share your thoughts because you might not be able to determine
when to stop. Thankfully, you can use your common sense to balance your
need for connection with your desire to be alone. Keep your energy in check
so you have reserves to draw on when you will need them most. Let your
inner child out to play without worrying about the approval of anyone else.

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

Although you might claim you’re being very adaptable now,
your long-term plans are more fixed than you realize. Even

the simple act of sticking to your original agenda might bring more
frustration than happiness today, especially if you pass up an interest-
ing opportunity because of your lack of flexibility. Ultimately, it’s about
trusting the process; letting go of control could be the key that turns an
uncomfortable situation into a positive one. Life is an adventure when

you stay open to the element of surprise.

Leo (July 23-August 22)

You’re genuinely surprised by your powerful feelings today,
but you still wish you could maintain a cool analytical approach to your
goals. Your current subjectivity may overwhelm your senses, leading
you to overcompensate by retreating into the safety of your logic.
Although you’re more comfortable relying on your thoughts rather
than your emotions, shielding yourself from the uncertainties of your
desires also lessens the joy they might bring to your life. Exploring your
passions can be quite complicated, but it could transform your outlook
in the most surprising way.

Virgo (August 23-September 22)

Your mood continues to lift over the next few days, giving
you plenty of reasons to celebrate. Naturally, you want to share your
enthusiasm, but something still holds you back, preventing you from
letting your hair down and having fun. Although it’s crucial to live up to
your promises and fulfill your responsibilities, it’s also important to
acknowledge that you have more to offer others in the long run if you
take some time to enjoy yourself today. Life is short; kick up your heels
while you can. 

Libra (September 23-October 22)

You aren’t sure whether to feel happy or sad today because
each new opportunity also presents a potential obstacle. Although the
emotional Moon’s return to your sign provokes wide mood swings, you
still should be able to work within the limits of nearly any situation now
as long as you don’t automatically expect something for nothing. Be
willing to do the serious thinking and heavy lifting required to make the
most of the present moment. Your passionate perseverance serves you
well. 

Scorpio (October 23-November 21)

Much of your current experience is hidden from your friends
and colleagues, although they may believe they know what you’re feel-
ing. Fortunately, you can appreciate the wisdom of discretion now, even
while buoyant Jupiter encourages you to put on a dramatic show of
love and support for those you respect. Don’t feel obliged to express
your deepest thoughts to anyone today; being a cheerleader for others
enables you to forget about your own worries for a while. Acting
unselfishly can be its own sweet reward. 

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21)

You aren’t thrilled about having to deal with someone you think
isn’t being honest with you. You can intuitively sense when oth-

ers are hiding their feelings but confrontation doesn’t work in your favor
today; they will only get defensive and slip further into denial. Your current
lesson is to learn how to live without having all the answers. You will proba-
bly hear the rest of the story in a few days, so be patient and take comfort in
knowing that you will discover the truth in time. All you can really do now is
let your friends know you’re there to listen when they are ready to talk.

Capricorn (December 22-January 19)

Your visions seem so real now that it’s nearly impossible to
distinguish them from your mundane world. Fortunately, the juxtaposi-
tion of fact and fantasy is familiar territory for you imaginative Fish.
Although dream catching is usually tricky business, you have a rare
opportunity to create your future as you wish it to be. Conjuring up
your ideal scenario in your mind is not an act of denial today; it’s an act
of magic that’s strong enough to change the course of current events.

Pisces (February 19-March 20)

You appreciate the positive vibes coming your way today
because it seems as if others are encouraging you to follow your
dreams. Nevertheless, you can’t put your finger on a subtle something
that doesn’t feel quite right. Unfortunately, you grow frustrated if you
struggle to uncover what you don’t know, especially because you might
not be missing anything at all. The good news is your free-floating
sense of doubt will pass if you don’t blow it out of proportion. In the
meantime, accept any support you receive with grace and gratitude.

Aquarius (January 20- February 18)

CROSSWORD 946

ACROSS
1. Belonging to some prior time.
5. (Arthurian legend) The most virtuous knight

of the Round Table.
12. An elegantly dressed man (often with

affected manners).
15. Fastener consisting of a metal ring for lin-

ing a small hole to permit the attachment
of cords or lines.

16. Southwestern Asian plant widely cultivated
for its succulent edible dark green leaves.

17. A constellation in the southern hemisphere
near Telescopium and Norma.

18. Any of the short curved hairs that grow
from the edges of the eyelids.

19. Tall and thin and having long slender limbs.
20. Strike with disgust or revulsion.
22. Having the leading position or higher score

in a contest.
24. An investment trust that owns and man-

ages a pool of commercial properties and
mortgages and other real estate asssets.

25. (Brit) An area of open or forested country.
26. The first Hindu calendar month (corre-

sponding to March or April in the
Gregorian calendar).

27. A rechargeable battery with a nickel cath-
ode and a cadmium anode.

29. A soft silver-white or yellowish metallic ele-
ment of the alkali metal group.

31. A white metallic element that burns with a
brilliant light.

32. (physics and chemistry) The smallest com-
ponent of an element having the chemical
properties of the element.

36. One who sells advice about gambling or
speculation (especially at the racetrack).

42. An independent agency of the United
States government responsible for aviation
and spaceflight.

43. The seventh month of the Hindu calendar.
44. A heavy odorless colorless gas formed dur-

ing respiration and by the decomposition
of organic substances.

47. (Old Testament) The second patriarch.
49. Chevrotain somewhat larger than the kan-

chil.
51. The network in the reticular formation that

serves an alerting or arousal function.
52. A Chadic language spoken in northern

Nigeria.
53. Decapod having eyes on short stalks and a

broad flattened carapace with a small
abdomen folded under the thorax and pin-
cers.

56. The brother of your father or mother.
59. A vigorous blow.
61. Of southern Europe.
64. United States film maker (1897-1991).
66. The Mongol people living the the central

and eastern parts of Outer Mongolia.
70. The male reproductive organ of a flower.
72. Receiving a salary.
74. A loose-fitting protective garment that is

worn over other clothing.
77. A percussion instrument with wooden bars

tuned to produce a chromatic scale and
with resonators.

78. A Turkish unit of weight equal to about
2.75 pounds.

79. A person loved by another person.
81. Cooking utensil consisting of a wide metal

vessel.
82. Being one more than nine.
83. Germanic barbarian leader who ended the

western Roman Empire in 476 and became
the first barbarian ruler of Italy (434-493).

84. A loose sleeveless outer garment made
from aba cloth.

DOWN
1. Leaf or strip from a leaf of the talipot palm

used in India for writing paper.
2. The Hebrew patriarch who saved himself and

his family and the animals by building an
ark in which they survived 40 days and 40
nights of rain.

3. Ratio of the hypotenuse to the opposite side.
4. An ancient Hebrew unit of dry measure equal

to about a bushel.
5. A change in the electrical properties of the

skin in response to stress or anxiety.
6. Remote and separate physically or socially.
7. A formation of people or things one beside

another.
8. Any disease of the throat or fauces marked by

spasmodic attacks of intense suffocative
pain.

9. An island in the West Indies.
10. A radioactive element of the actinide series.
11. An Indian tree of the family Combretaceae

that is a source of timber and gum.
12. Plant with an elongated head of broad

stalked leaves resembling celery.
13. Using speech rather than writing.
14. With no effort to conceal.
21. A person who pays more attention to formal

rules and book learning than they merit.
23. Informal or slang terms for mentally irregu-

lar.
28. An important seaport on the Island of Cebu

in the Philippines.
30. A genus of Laridae.
33. Long-tailed arboreal mustelid of Central and

South America.
34. An Oscan-speaking member of an ancient

people of Campania.
35. A shot in billiards made by hitting the cue

ball with the cue held nearly vertically.
37. French cabaret singer (1915-1963).
38. Snarled or stalled in complete confusion.
39. An international organization of European

countries formed after World War II to
reduce trade barriers and increase coopera-
tion among its members.

40. A Chadic language spoken in northern
Nigeria.

41. Short and fat.
45. The month following March and preceding

May.
46. The blood group whose red cells carry both

the A and B antigens.
48. A composition for orchestra and a soloist.
50. Type genus of the Aceraceae.
54. Rich Middle Eastern cake made of thin layers

of flaky pastry filled with nuts and honey.
55. An African river that flows northwest into

Lake Chad.
57. A deliberately misleading fabrication.
58. A long-playing phonograph record.
60. Someone who has or gives or receives a part

or a share.
62. Stir up or tend.
63. Music composed for dancing the pavane.
65. A very poisonous metallic element that has

three allotropic forms.
67. A rye bread made with molasses or brown

sugar.
68. Cubes of meat marinated and cooked on a

skewer usually with vegetables.
69. A city in southern Turkey on the Seyhan

River.
71. A state in New England.
73. In a murderous frenzy as if possessed by a

demon.
75. A Nilotic language.
76. The basic unit of money in Bulgaria.
80. A white soft metallic element that tarnishes

readily.

Yesterday’s Solution

Yesterday’s Solution

Yesterday’s Solution
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Ahmadi Sama Safwan                                    Fahaeel Makka St 23915883
Abu Halaifa                                        Abu Halaifa-Coastal Rd 23715414
Danat Al-Sultan                              Mahboula Block 1, Coastal Rd 23726558

Jahra Modern Jahra                                   Jahra-Block 3 Lot 1 24575518
Madina Munawara                        Jahra-Block 92 24566622

Capital Ahlam                                                   Fahad Al-Salem St 22436184
Khaldiya Coop                                 Khaldiya Coop 24833967

Farwaniya New Shifa                                           Farwaniya Block 40 24734000
Ferdous Coop                                   Ferdous Coop 24881201
Modern Safwan                               Old Kheitan Block 11 24726638

Hawally Tariq                                                      Salmiya-Hamad Mubarak St 25726265
Hana                                                      Salmiya-Amman St 25647075
Ikhlas                                                    Hawally-Beirut St 22625999
Hawally & Rawdha                         Hawally & Rawdha Coop 22564549
Ghadeer                                              Jabriya-Block 1A 25340559
Kindy                                                    Jabriya-Block 3B 25326554
Ibn Al-Nafis                                        Salmiya-Hamad Mubarak St 25721264
Mishrif Coop                                     Mishrif Coop 25380581
Salwa Coop                                        Salwa Coop 25628241

Ophthalmologists
Dr. Abidallah Al-Mansoor            25622444
Dr. Samy Al-Rabeea                         25752222
Dr. Masoma Habeeb                        25321171
Dr. Mubarak Al-Ajmy                      25739999
Dr. Mohsen Abel                                 25757700
Dr  Adnan Hasan Alwayl               25732223
Dr. Abdallah Al-Baghly                  25732223

Ear, Nose & Throat (ENT)
Dr. Ahmed Fouad Mouner          24555050 Ext 510
Dr. Abdallah Al-Ali                            25644660
Dr. Abd Al-Hameed Al-Taweel  25646478
Dr. Sanad Al-Fathalah                    25311996
Dr. Mohammad Al-Daaory         25731988
Dr. Ismail Al-Fodary                         22620166
Dr. Mahmoud Al-Booz                   25651426

General Practitioners
Dr. Mohamme Y Majidi                  24555050 Ext 123
Dr. Yousef Al-Omar                           24719312
Dr. Tarek Al-Mikhazeem               23926920
Dr. Kathem Maarafi                          25730465
Dr. Abdallah Ahmad Eyadah     25655528
Dr. Nabeel Al-Ayoobi                      24577781
Dr. Dina Abidallah Al-Refae       25333501

Urologists
Dr. Ali Naser Al-Serfy                       22641534
Dr. Fawzi Taher Abul                        22639955
Dr. Khaleel Abidallah Al-Awadi 22616660
Dr. Adel Al-Hunayan FRCS (C)   25313120
Dr. Leons Joseph                                66703427

For labor-related inquiries 
and complaints:

Call MSAL hotline 128 

Sabah Hospital                                                 24812000

Amiri Hospital                                                  22450005

Maternity Hospital                                         24843100

Mubarak Al-Kabir Hospital                        25312700

Chest Hospital                                               24849400

Farwaniya Hospital                                    24892010

Adan Hospital                                                23940620

Ibn Sina Hospital                                         24840300

Al-Razi Hospital                                            24846000

Physiotherapy Hospital                            24874330/9

Kaizen center 25716707

Rawda 22517733

Adaliya 22517144

Khaldiya 24848075

Kaifan 24849807

Shamiya 24848913

Shuwaikh 24814507

Abdullah Salem 22549134

Nuzha 22526804

Industrial Shuwaikh 24814764

Qadsiya 22515088

Dasmah 22532265

Bneid Al-Gar 22531908

Shaab 22518752

Qibla 22459381

Ayoun Al-Qibla 22451082

Mirqab 22456536

Sharq 22465401

Salmiya 25746401

Jabriya 25316254

Maidan Hawally 25623444

Bayan 25388462

Mishref 25381200

W Hawally 22630786

Sabah 24810221

Jahra 24770319

New Jahra 24575755

West Jahra 24772608

South Jahra 24775066

North Jahra 24775992

North Jleeb 24311795

Ardhiya 24884079

Firdous 24892674

Omariya 24719048

N Khaitan 24710044

Fintas 23900322

GOVERNORATE PHARMACY                            ADDRESS PHONE

Plastic Surgeons

Dr. Mohammad Al-Khalaf                        22547272

Dr. Abdal-Redha Lari                                   22617700

Dr. Abdel Quttainah                                 25625030/60

Family Doctor

Dr Divya Damodar                        23729596/23729581

Psychiatrists

Dr. Esam Al-Ansari                                         22635047

Dr Eisa M. Al-Balhan                                  22613623/0

Gynaecologists & Obstetricians

DrAdrian arbe                                   23729596/23729581

Dr. Verginia s.Marin                       2572-6666 ext 8321

Dr. Fozeya Ali Al-Qatan                              22655539

Dr. Majeda Khalefa Aliytami                  25343406

Dr. Ahmad Al-Khooly                                  25739272

Dr. Salem soso                                                  22618787

General Surgeons

Dr. Amer Zawaz Al-Amer                          22610044

Dr. Mohammad Yousef Basher             25327148

Internists, Chest & Heart

Dr. Adnan Ebil                                                   22639939

Dr. Mousa Khadada                                      22666300

Dr. Latefa Al-Duweisan                              25728004

Dr. Nadem Al-Ghabra                                  25355515

Dr. Mobarak Aldoub                                    24726446

Dr Nasser Behbehani                                25654300/3

Paediatricians

Dr. Khaled Hamadi                              25665898

Dr. Abd Al-Aziz Al-Rashed                         25340300

Dr. Zahra Qabazard                             25710444

Dr. Sohail Qamar                                   22621099

Dr. Snaa Maaroof                                  25713514

Dr. Pradip Gujare                                  23713100

Dr. Zacharias Mathew                        24334282

Dermatology

Dr. Mohammed Salam 
Bern University                                      23845955

Dentists

Dr Anil Thomas                                       3729596/3729581

Dr. Shamah Al-Matar                          22641071/2

Dr. Anesah Al-Rasheed                     22562226

Dr. Abidallah Al-Amer                       22561444

Dr. Faysal Al-Fozan                              22619557

Dr. Abdallateef Al-Katrash             22525888

Dr. Abidallah Al-Duweisan             25653755

Dr. Bader Al-Ansari                              25620111

Neurologists

Dr. Sohal Najem Al-Shemeri         25633324

Dr. Jasem Mola Hassan                     25345875

Gastrologists

Dr. Sami Aman                                        22636464

Dr. Mohammad Al-Shamaly         25322030

Dr. Foad Abidallah Al-Ali                 22633135

Endocrinologist

     Dr. Abd Al-Naser Al-Othman 25339330

     Dr. Ahmad Al-Ansari 25658888

     Dr. Kamal Al-Shomr 25329924

Physiotherapists & VD

     Dr. Deyaa Shehab 25722291

     Dr. Musaed Faraj Khamees 22666288

Rheumatologists:

     Dr. Adel Al-Awadi 25330060

     Dr. Khaled Al-Jarallah 25722290

Internist, Chest & Heart

     DR.Mohammes Akkad           24555050 Ext 210

     Dr. Mohammad Zubaid
     MB, ChB, FRCPC, PACC
     Assistant Professor Of Medicine
     Head, Division of Cardiology
     Mubarak Al-Kabeer Hospital 25339667

Consultant Cardiologist

     Dr. Farida Al-Habib          2611555-2622555
     MD, PH.D, FACC
     Inaya German Medical Center
     Te: 2575077
     Fax: 25723123

Soor Center
Tel: 2290-1677
Fax: 2290 1688

info@soorcenter.com
www.soorcenter.com

Psychologists
/Psychotherapists

PRIVATE CLINICS

William Schuilenberg, RPC 2290-1677
Zaina Al Zabin, M.Sc. 2290-1677

Kaizen center
25716707

Noor Clinic
23845955

INTERNATIONAL
CALLS

Afghanistan 0093

Albania 00355

Algeria 00213

Andorra 00376

Angola 00244

Anguilla 001264

Antiga 001268

Argentina 0054

Armenia 00374

Australia 0061

Austria 0043

Bahamas 001242

Bahrain 00973

Bangladesh 00880

Barbados 001246

Belarus 00375

Belgium 0032

Belize 00501

Benin 00229

Bermuda 001441

Bhutan 00975

Bolivia 00591

Bosnia 00387

Botswana 00267

Brazil 0055

Brunei 00673

Bulgaria 00359

Burkina 00226

Burundi 00257

Cambodia 00855

Cameroon 00237

Canada 001

Cape Verde 00238

Cayman Islands 001345

Central African 00236

Chad 00235

Chile 0056

China 0086

Colombia 0057

Comoros 00269

Congo 00242

Cook Islands 00682

Costa Rica 00506

Croatia 00385

Cuba 0053

Cyprus 00357

Cyprus (Northern) 0090392

Czech Republic 00420

Denmark 0045

Diego Garcia 00246

Djibouti 00253

Dominica 001767

Dominican Republic 001809

Ecuador 00593

Egypt 0020

El Salvador 00503

England (UK) 0044

Equatorial Guinea 00240

Eritrea 00291

Estonia 00372

Ethiopia 00251

Falkland Islands 00500

Faroe Islands 00298

Fiji 00679

Finland 00358

France 0033

French Guiana 00594

French Polynesia 00689

Gabon 00241

Gambia 00220

Georgia 00995

Germany 0049

Ghana 00233

Gibraltar 00350

Greece 0030

Greenland 00299

Grenada 001473

Guadeloupe 00590

Guam 001671

Guatemala 00502

Guinea 00224

Guyana 00592

Haiti 00509

Holland (Netherlands) 0031

Honduras 00504

Hong Kong 00852

Hungary 0036

Ibiza (Spain) 0034

Iceland 00354

India 0091

Indian Ocean 00873

Indonesia 0062

Iran 0098

Iraq 00964

Ireland 00353

Italy 0039

Ivory Coast 00225

Jamaica 001876

Japan 0081

Jordan 00962

Kazakhstan 007

Kenya 00254

Kiribati 00686

Kuwait 00965

Kyrgyzstan 00996

Laos 00856

Latvia 00371

Lebanon 00961

Liberia 00231

Libya 00218

Lithuania 00370

Luxembourg 00352

Macau 00853

Macedonia 00389

Madagascar 00261

Majorca 0034

Malawi 00265

Malaysia 0060

Maldives 00960

Mali 00223

Malta 00356

Marshall Islands 00692

Martinique 00596

Mauritania 00222

Mauritius 00230

Mayotte 00269

Mexico 0052

Micronesia 00691

Moldova 00373

Monaco 00377

Mongolia 00976

Montserrat 001664

Morocco 00212

Mozambique 00258

Myanmar (Burma) 0095

Namibia 00264

Nepal 00977

Netherlands 0031

Netherlands Antilles 00599

New Caledonia 00687

New Zealand 0064

Nicaragua 00505

Nigar 00227

Nigeria 00234

Niue 00683

Norfolk Island 00672

N. Ireland (UK) 0044

North Korea 00850

Norway 0047

Oman 00968

Pakistan 0092

Palau 00680

Panama 00507

Papua New Guinea 00675

Paraguay 00595

Peru 0051

Philippines 0063

Poland 0048

Portugal 00351

Puerto Rico 001787

Qatar 00974

Romania 0040

Russian Federation 007

Rwanda 00250

Saint Helena 00290

Saint Kitts 001869

Saint Lucia 001758

Saint Pierre 00508

Saint Vincent 001784

Samoa US 00684

Samoa West 00685

San Marino 00378

Sao Tone 00239

Saudi Arabia 00966

Scotland (UK) 0044

Senegal 00221

Seychelles 00284

Sierra Leone 00232

Singapore 0065

Slovakia 00421

Slovenia 00386

Solomon Islands 00677

Somalia 00252

South Africa 0027

South Korea 0082

Spain 0034

Sri Lanka 0094

Sudan 00249

Suriname 00597

Swaziland 00268

Sweden 0046

Switzerland 0041

Syria 00963

Serbia 00381

Taiwan 00886

Tanzania 00255

Thailand 0066

Toga 00228

Tonga 00676

Tokelau 00690

Trinidad 001868

Tunisia 00216

Turkey 0090

Tuvalu 00688

Uganda 00256

Ukraine 00380

United Arab Emirates 00976

United Kingdom 0044

Uruguay 00598

USA 001

Uzbekistan 00998

Vanuatu 00678

Venezuela 00582

Vietnam 0084

Virgin Islands UK 001284

Virgin Islands US 001340

Wales (UK) 0044

Yemen 00967

Yugoslavia 00381

Zambia 00260

Zimbabwe 00263
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Blue Note, one of the world’s
best-known jazz clubs,
announced an expansion

Thursday to China as it banks on a
growing appetite for live perform-
ances among moneyed consumers.
The club, based in New York’s
Greenwich Village, said it would
open a Blue Note Beijing in the
Chinese capital in March, and with-
in three years spread to Shanghai
and Taiwan’s capital Taipei. Blue
Note will also open next year on
Honolulu’s Waikiki beach, a loca-
tion chosen in no small part due to
the popularity of Hawaii with Asian
tourists.

The move comes as Western
musicians from veteran pop stars
to classical orchestras look to
expand their footprint in China,
eyeing future growth in the matur-
ing economy of 1.3 billion people.
“Do I believe there is a large
demand for jazz in China right
now? No, not necessarily. But I
believe we can help develop the
music and the market,” said Steven
Bensusan, president of the Blue
Note Entertainment Group.
Bensusan said the 250-patron club
could distinguish itself in China by
offering an intimate concert
accompanied by food, which will
be adapted to local tastes. “In some
senses, it’s not like buying a con-
cert ticket and just relying on the
artist to draw people,” he told AFP.

“It’s more about a venue. It’s a
lifestyle place, it’s a place for peo-
ple to experience the music, even
not knowing who the musicians
are,” he said. Aptly for a venue
devoted to the American-born art
form, Blue Note Beijing will set up
in the renovated site of the former
US embassy near Tiananmen
Square. The complex-a group of
elegant stone buildings around a

grassy courtyard dates from 1903
and briefly served as the Beijing
base of the Dalai Lama before the
Tibetan leader’s flight into exile. It
now houses several high-end busi-
nesses.

Jazz roots and renewal 
Blue Note is taking a page from

its success in Japan, where it

opened a club in Tokyo in 1988 and
later in the industrial hub of
Nagoya. Bensusan said that the
cases were not an exact parallel, as
Japan had a dedicated jazz scene
well before Blue Note. But he said
that the club has succeeded in
building Blue Note’s brand, with
Japanese visitors now making up a
significant portion of the clientele

at the original New York venue.
While jazz is smaller in China, it is
not new. Shanghai had a vibrant
jazz scene amid its roaring nightlife
in the 1920s and 1930s, with swing
era trumpet legend Buck Clayton
starting his career in the cosmopol-
itan city before returning to the
United States.

Clayton was a major influence
on Li Jinhui, often called the father
of Chinese pop music. But jazz
grew out of favor with the commu-
nist takeover and was considered
decadent during the Cultural
Revolution. Since the economic
boom started in the 1990s,
Shanghai has again developed a
jazz scene. Even many non-con-
noisseurs know the smooth jazz
saxophonist Kenny G, whose tune
“Going Home” is routinely played
at China’s shopping malls and oth-
er venues to announce, as the song
title indicates, that it is closing
time.

Regional jazz networks 
Blue Note Beijing plans two

shows every night except Monday.
Bensusan said that at least one
night each week would be devoted
to local talent. Once clubs open in
Shanghai and Taipei, Bensusan
hopes to create a network for jazz
musicians to tour across Asia. He
said Blue Note was considering
South Korea for an additional club,
although no plans have been set.
Blue Note opened its first European
club in Milan in 2003.  Bensusan
said Blue Note was also mulling an
eventual expansion to Paris and
London.  Despite their established
jazz scenes, Bensusan said that the
European capitals were not saturat-
ed and that Blue Note could create
a similar European network for
touring. —AFP

Eyeing jazz empire, Blue 
Note club expands to China

People walk past the jazz club Blue Note in New York.

Courtney Love gets caught
in Paris taxi protest

Anti-Uber strike could have been just
an ordinary demonstration in
France, a country famous for the

enthusiasm of its protests-but it became
even bigger news thanks to Courtney
Love’s tweets. Paris doesn’t actually have
“no-go zones,” but Love, who got caught
in the middle of escalating violence
between Uber drivers and taxi drivers,
tweeted that she would have felt safer in
Baghdad. The singer boarded a taxicab
leaving Charles de Gaulle Airport and
tweeted that the vehicle was ambushed
by picketers and the driver was taken
hostage. She then tweeted that she “paid
some guys on motorcycles to sneak us
out, got chased by a mob of taxi drivers
who threw rocks, passed two police and
they did nothing.”

Love blamed French President Francois
Hollande for failing to enforce safety meas-
ures amid the strike. “I’m scared out of my
wits. Mr Francois Hollande president or lib-
ertine? I can’t believe this really just hap-
pened. love French people but your gov-
ernment blows,” wrote Love. The strike
against Uber isn’t just mobilizing taxi driv-
ers but also a wide range of French citi-
zens. In a debate similar to the one faced
by Netflix when it launched in France, local
reports have emphasized the fact that
Uber is an American service that doesn’t
pay taxes in France and is hurting the
livelihood of French businesses. Taxis have
also been protesting against UberPop, a

low-cost Uber service allowing non-profes-
sional drivers to take clients. Although
UberPop was banned in France in January,
Uber has not removed the service from its
app. Uber was also deemed sexist after the
European branch of the company planned
to launch an app in partnership with the
website Avion de Chasse to have aspiring
models drive cars in Lyon. The promotion
was later cancelled by Uber Europe, which
issued a public apology to “the people
who might have been offended.” —Reuters

Courtney Love

Bristol Palin, who launched an absti-
nence campaign after giving birth as
an unwed teenage mother,

announced Thursday she is pregnant with
her second child out-of-wedlock. The dis-
closure came a month after her wedding
with Medal of Honor winner Dakota Meyer
was called off. Palin, the daughter of 2008
Republican vice presidential candidate and
former Alaska Gov. Sarah Palin, directed
Twitter followers and Facebook friends to
her blog, where she announced the preg-
nancy. Her representative, David Martin,
and Palin family lawyer John Tiemessen
confirmed the blog post. Martin declined
further comment.

“I know this has been, and will be, a
huge disappointment to my family, to my

close friends, and to many of you,” the 24-
year-old Palin wrote, before asking for priva-
cy for her and her son Tripp. “I do not want
any lectures and I do not want any sympa-
thy,” she said. Palin was 18 when her mother
was selected by US Sen John McCain to be
his running mate in the 2008 presidential
election. Shortly after the selection, it was
announced that Bristol was pregnant. Sarah
Palin said Bristol and the baby’s father, later
revealed to be Levi Johnston, would marry,
but the couple eventually ended the rela-
tionship. Bristol Palin later became a paid
spokeswoman advocating abstinence and
warning against teenage pregnancies. She
twice performed on “Dancing with the
Stars” and had a short-lived cable television
show, “Life’s a Tripp.” —AP

In this July 27, 2012 file photo, Bristol Palin attends the “Dancing with the
Stars: All Stars” panel at the Disney ABC Television Critics Association ses-
sion in Beverly Hills, Calif. —AP

Bristol Palin says she’s 
pregnant for second time

Timbaland and Jay-Z shared
Songwriter of the Year honors on
Thursday night at the American

Society of Composers, Authors and
Publishers’ 28th Rhythm &amp; Soul
Music Awards. The two multi-talents also
were recognized, along with Beyonce, for
Top Hip Hop/R&amp;B Song (“Drunk in
Love”) at the ceremony, held at the
Beverly Wilshire Hotel in Los Angeles. The
annual gala honors the songwriters and
publishers behind the most performed
ASCAP songs as measured on the 2014
R&amp;B, hip-hop, rap and gospel charts.

The performing rights organization
also handed out top kudos to Sony/ATV
Tunes as Publisher of the Year; Kid Ink and
co-writer Jeremih for Top Rap Song
(“Show Me” featuring Chris Brown); and
Bart Millard for Top Gospel Song (“I Can
Only Imagine”). In terms of career
achievement, Lauryn Hill was given the
ASCAP Golden Note Award, following in
the footsteps of such past recipients as
Stevie Wonder, Elton John, Quincy Jones,
Pharrell Williams and Alicia Keys. The
Fugees co-founder-turned-solo artist
seized the occasion by performing a med-
ley of her hits. Other performers during
the evening included D.R.A.M., Jazmine
Sullivan, Migos and gospel artist Smokie
Norful. —Reuters

Timbaland, Jay-Z, Beyonce 

among ASCAP Rhythm 

& Soul Awards winners

In this July 27, 2012 file photo,
Bristol Palin attends the “Dancing
with the Stars: All Stars” panel at the
Disney ABC Television Critics
Association session in Beverly Hills,
Calif. —AP

When Jada Pinkett Smith got the
call from her agent about the
“Magic Mike” sequel script, there

was something she needed to know: Her
part as Rome, the owner of a male strip
club, was written for a man. “I was like,
OK?” she said. She was skeptical, if
intrigued. Pinkett Smith had actually been
thinking about the world of strippers;
though she’d never set foot in a strip club,
she had just wrapped a documentary for
CNN in Atlanta that dealt with strip clubs
and sex trafficking. She agreed to Skype
with “Magic Mike” star and producer
Channing Tatum and director Gregory
Jacobs. “That was a very interesting call,”
she said.

Don’t show weakness
Originally, Tatum had wanted Jamie

Foxx for the role. He wanted to show peo-
ple the side of Foxx he’d seen during a fun
party, but it didn’t work out “for a lot of
reasons.” It ended up being the best thing
for the film, which comes out Wednesday.
“The spirit of the thing was always sup-
posed to be a woman,” said Tatum. “We
were just a bunch of guys sitting here try-
ing to come up with what is inside of a
woman’s mind and it’s like, ‘Idiots, you
should just ask them.’” But Pinkett Smith
still needed convincing. “I think the selling
point for me was when Channing said,
‘Listen, I really think that there’s a level of
responsibility and celebration that we can
bring to this whole form.’ I thought that
was a radical freaking idea,” she said, her
experiences in Atlanta top of mind. “If we
could really elevate what is happening in
these environments, how awesome

would that be?”
So they got to work making Rome a

woman, resting heavily on Pinkett Smith’s
input on who exactly this enigmatic club
owner from Mike’s (Tatum) past should
be. The road-tripping strippers (including
Tatum, Matt Bomer, Joe Manganiello, and
Kevin Nash) don’t meet up with her until
about half way through the film. Though
the guys are bigger than life, it’s the
diminutive Pinkett Smith who dominates
the screen as soon as she’s introduced -
the queen of her own empire of luxury
and desire where men (including the likes
of Michael Strahan, Donald Glover and
Stephen “Twitch” Boss) exist purely for the
pleasure of the female patrons. “I created

a philosophy that this is a woman who
looked at eroticism and sexuality as a
gateway to enlightenment,” said Pinkett
Smith. “We didn’t have to do very much.
We just got out of the way,” added Tatum,
who meant it pretty literally, comparing
her energy to that of a lioness. “It’s like, ‘no
one move. 

Dynamic shifts
If you don’t look at it in the eyes, it

won’t attack you. Try to feel powerful!
Don’t show weakness!’” he laughed. The
dynamic shifts only when the guys per-
form. Pinkett Smith, who takes over the
MC role for Matthew McConaughey’s
Dallas in a key scene, was more than hap-

py to sit back and watch with feverish
female extras. And they weren’t just act-
ing - their reactions were real, she said. “It
was the show of our lives. Really. It’s the
crËme de la crËme. It’s not going to get
any better than that. To have a front row
seat watching Channing and Twitch? Just
shut it down. It’s over,” she said. And yet,
“Magic Mike’s” phenomenal appeal is
something that Tatum still can’t really
wrap his head around. The 2012 Steven
Soderbergh film about male strippers and
the economy cost only $7 million to pro-
duce and ended up grossing $113.7 mil-
lion domestically. Tatum thinks they
“caught a wave” off of the “Fifty Shades of
Grey” phenomenon; the book had come
out a year prior. “I wouldn’t have read that
and thought ‘women empowerment,’ but
it definitely somehow turned them on.
And I don’t mean sexually.

I just mean the switch was turned on,”
said Tatum. “I think it’s just time. I think
women are ready to self-actualize in an
erotic, sexual manner. I think that women
are becoming less afraid,” said Pinkett
Smith. “We need time to really explore
that territory.” Still thinking of what she
learned in Atlanta and what she hoped
her character embodied, she made it clear
that respect is paramount. And perhaps
the positivity of “Magic Mike” could catch
on. Pinkett Smith even got a call from her
sister-in-law in Philadelphia who’d seen
the film and decided she wanted to open
up a place just like Rome’s. “I would stake
a very large part of my bank account on
there being little Romes popping up
everywhere,” said Tatum. —AP

Tatum and Pinkett Smith on ‘Magic Mike’s’ radical positivity

This photo provided by Warner Bros Pictures shows Jada
Pinkett Smith, left, as Rome, and Channing Tatum as Mike in
Warner Bros Pictures’, “Magic Mike XXL.” —AP
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A
half century after its waves were show-
cased in the seminal surfing film “The
Endless Summer”, Dakar is becoming an

essential stop for globe-trotting boarders look-
ing for the perfect ride. The documentary, first
released in 1964 and credited with sparking
worldwide interest in the sport, follows two
Californians as they search the planet for the
best summer surfing-starting in the Senegalese
capital. But it was decades before locals started
noticing the city’s now popular surf spots,
including the long, powerful Ngor Right wave
featured in US director Bruce Brown’s movie.
“When I started surfing, there were just two
Senegalese who practised with quite a few
expatriates,” says 37-year-old Senegalese pro-
surfer Oumar Seye, eyes pink from the sea
water. 

“There was no club, no federation... We
would watch the tourists surfing, and that’s
what gave us the desire.” Seye is a native of Ngor,
a fishing community which, along with Yoff and
Ouakam, is the home of Senegal’s ethnic Lebou
community.  When he was little, he would help
an uncle selling sandwiches and drinks on the
beach. “It was the place where all the surfers
met... Whenever I had the chance to go into the
water, I would surf. That’s how I learned,” says
Seye, who rode his first wave at age 13. One of
the pioneers of the sport in a country with 700
kilometers (435 miles) of coastline and 13.5 mil-
lion inhabitants, Seye today takes part in shows
and competitions, which he also organises,
drumming up sponsorship to pursue his pas-
sion. “I am the first black surfer to get a pro con-
tract,” says Seye, who has founded a surf school
of “43 members aged from three to 64” and a
shop selling famous brands in surf clothing and
equipment. 

‘More speed’ 
Nine-year-old Benjamin Vercammen, one of

Seye’s students, has been surfing for a year with
his brother Alexandre, one year his junior and
barely bigger than his board.  Riding the waves
prevents him from being “locked up at home”,
Benjamin says, shivering with cold after emerg-
ing from the water. Franco-Cameroonian Noura
Diwouka, aged 15 and a surfer of three years, is
among the most experienced in the water. In
the sport, there is “more feeling, more speed”,

she says, but she has no intention of going pro,
insisting that “it’s just for fun”. Aymeric Senghor
recalls first encountering board sports 20 years
ago on a trip to the beach in Bel-Air, a rocky
plateau jutting into the bay on Dakar’s east
coast.

There he fell in love with bodyboarding, in
which the surfer rides a short, rectangular piece
of foam on the face or curl of the wave, usually
lying down and propelled by flippers. The thin
and sharp-witted 35-year-old also has a school
and his own competition, whose second edition
was held in May at the Almadies peninsula, a 10-
kilometre (six-mile) stretch of coastline with 15
popular surf breaks. Bodyboarding, quicker to
pick up than surfing, is hugely popular but
could “develop better” with more support, says
Senghor, suddenly distracted by the cries of a
crowd watching a competitor powered by a
strong wave. Yan Dagassan, of the Senegal
Surfing Federation, tells AFP that while surfing
has its origins in Polynesia, Dakarites have long
practiced one of its cousins, stand-up paddle-
boarding.

‘Surfing about to explode’ 
“The people of Ngor have been doing it since

time immemorial on old boards and with dug-

out canoe paddles,” he says. As board sports
become increasingly popular in Senegal,
Dagassan says there are now eight clubs with
more than 280 members and a national champi-
onship. Senegal also enters international com-
petitions, where it usually ranks well.  “We have
no money and we have never had any funding,
but in 2014, for the first time, we participated in
the African championships and we got second
and third place,” Dagassan says. “The popularity
of these local surfers has inspired young
Senegalese who want to emulate them.”

The sport, nevertheless, remains largely the
preserve of foreigners on Dakar’s beaches
where local families, sunbathers and the curious
prefer to watch rather than take part. A big rea-
son is the prohibitive cost. In a country where
the minimum monthly wage is less than 37,000
francs (56 euros), a new board can  set you back
up to 400,000 francs while lessons cost between
10,000 and 15,000 francs. But it’s not just the
money. Apart from fishermen, “most Senegalese
are happy to look at the waves rather than
going in to experience them,” says Seye. “Now
through the surf schools, we teach swimming,
and surfing in Senegal is about to explode
because there we have strong momentum,” he
adds. —AFP

Surf schools finally making waves in Senegal
Students of the Rip Curl Surf Club Ngor surf school walk on the Almadie beach. —AFP photos Louane and Maiva, surf students, ride a wave.

Young surfers wait on the Almadie beach with their bodyboards.

A surfer rides a wave off Uluwatu, in the south of Indonesia’s resort island of Bali. Senegalese surfer Oumar Seye stands with surf students a wave.

Airbnb-style 
listings surpass 
hotel rooms in Spain 

T
he number of beds listed by online
home rental services like Airbnb in
Spain surpassed the number on

offer by hotels last year, a study published
by Spanish tourism sector body Exceltur
showed. Airbnb and other similar sites
listed a total of 2.7 million beds in Spain
at the end of 2014, compared to 2.4 mil-
lion beds available at hotels and other
traditional regulated lodgings, according
to the study carried out by audit firm EY
for the association.

Sites like Airbnb, which lets home-
owners rent out their homes for a fee by
marketing them online, list around
278,000 properties in Spain. “This is a
highly lucrative business which has expe-
rienced rampant growth,” Exceltur, which
groups Spain’s major hotel chains, travel
agents, tour operators and airlines, said in
a statement on Thursday. In the north-
eastern city of Barcelona, where a surge
in visitors numbers in recent years has
triggered a backlash from some locals, 64
percent of available rooms are offered by
online home rental services.

Spain is the world’s most popular
tourism destination after the United States
and France, according to Madrid-based
United Nations World Tourism
Organization. The country received a
record 65 million foreign visitors last year, a
7.1 percent increase over the previous
year. Tourism is crucial to the slowly recov-
ering yet jobs-scarce Spanish economy,
accounting for about 11 percent of all eco-
nomic activity and one in nine jobs,
according to the tourism ministry. But
Exceltur said online home rental services
generated just 9.8 jobs per 100 tourist
beds compared to 53.3 jobs per 100
tourist beds at a hotel. It also warned that
they could cost state coffers up to 800 mil-
lion ($895 million) euros in lost tax earn-
ings due to undeclared earnings. —AFP

A
giant gorilla with brooding good looks and
rippling muscles is causing a stir at a
Japanese zoo, with women flocking to check

out the hunky pin-up.  Shabani, an 18-year-old sil-
verback who tips the scales at around 180 kilo-
grams (400 pounds), has become the star attrac-
tion at Higashiyama Zoo and Botanical Gardens in
Nagoya, striking smoldering poses the movie mod-
el in “Zoolander” would be proud of. “He often rests
his chin on his hands and looks intently at you,” zoo
spokesman Takayuki Ishikawa said yesterday.  “He is
more buff than most gorillas and he’s at his peak
physically. We’ve seen a rise in the number of
female visitors-women say he’s very good-looking.”

Shabani, who has been at the zoo since 2007,
shot to fame after being made the campaign model
for the zoo’s spring festival earlier this year, Ishikawa

said, adding that the ape’s paternal skills are also a
big hit with women. “He’s a father and he always
protects and looks over his children,” he said. “Zoo-
goers think his kindness is attractive too.” 

Women have taken to social media to swoon
about Shabani’s rugged looks, describing him as
“ikemen”-or a hunk-and likening him to a male
model.  A recent flurry of tweets has made Shabani
a national celebrity, with Japan’s broadcasters NHK
and NTV featuring the gorilla on popular shows.
“He will look you in the eye and sometimes if you’re
taking photos it will look like he’s posing for you
like a model,” said Ishikawa. “But he’s the head of a
group of five gorillas so it’s likely he’s just watching
out for them and keeping an eye on you.” —AFP

Women flock to Japan 
zoo to see ‘hunky’ gorilla

Pictures show giant male gorilla Shabani, weighing around 180kg at the Higashiyama
Zoo. —AFP photos
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South African lawyer and part-time fashion model Thando Hopa , an albino, tries on an evening dress by South African fashion designer Gert-Johan Coetzee dur-
ing a mock-up fitting session at his workshop. — AFP photos

Thando Hopa visits an exhibition of Black culture Drum magazine front pages
at Arts on Main.

Thando Hopa grew up in the shade, her porcelain skin
protected by long sleeves and sunscreen until the day
the South African decided to fight prejudice against albi-

nos by becoming a model. Petite and born with an inherited
depigmentation of her skin from head to toe that can lead to
discrimination and even death, Hopa entered the fashion
world without the usual vital statistics required of a catwalk
model. Ghostly, with no make-up bar vivid fuchsia on her lips
and hair sculpted to a magnificent bleached height, she
exploded onto the cover of the first Forbes Life Africa back in
2013.

“It’s one of the most beautiful pictures I’ve had taken,” says
Hopa, though it took years for her to grow comfortable with a
bare face, her pale eyebrows almost invisible.  “I was much
younger then. I could never go out without make-up... But as
time goes on, your confidence just grows,” she says. “It took
years for me to get to a point where I could walk around with-
out make-up.” Hopa is a lawyer operating in the heart of
Johannesburg, not far from the offices where Nelson Mandela
worked as an attorney in the 1950s.

‘The most beautiful little girl’
“I had been approached to do modeling before, but I didn’t

go for it because I never saw the benefits. I thought, ‘It’s such a
shallow profession-why would I want to do that? I am a
lawyer.’” But after crossing paths with designer Gert-Johan
Coetzee in downtown Johannesburg in 2012, she began
thinking differently. “Gert came to me and asked me if I would
like to do a shoot and I said I would consider it,” recalls Hopa.
“And then I spoke to my sister. And my sister said to me, ‘Don’t
look at modeling as modeling. Look at it as an opportunity for
you to actually change perception of albinism. Remember
how you grew up. Remember how people really treated you.’”

The third born in a family of four children-her youngest
sibling was also born with albinism-Hopa grew up with seem-
ingly little to complain about, doted on by a filmmaker moth-

er and an engineer father who never missed a chance to tell
her she was “the most beautiful little girl”.

But even in South Africa, where reports of albinos being
murdered and their organs trafficked are extremely rare, she
encountered prejudice and misunderstanding.  Strangers
hugged her as a symbol of good luck, others spat to fight her
bad luck. Teachers misread her poor eyesight-a side effect of
albinism-as her being mentally challenged.

‘When you were born I was shocked’
Hopa uses a magnifying glass to read, is not allowed to

drive, and shuns stilettos. So her first jaunt down a catwalk
was something of a miracle. “The dress was gorgeous-black
and green. I can tell you, I have never felt so expensive in my
life. But I was actually so scared because in essence that was
the first time I really walked in heels. I was even saying a little
prayer when I was walking, ‘God, please don’t let me fall on
this catwalk!’ I was absolutely frightened.”

For all it’s brought her now, there was a time when Hopa
was distressed by the realization that she was different, when
as a self-conscious girl of 12, increasingly aware of boys and
her changing body, she ran to her father in tears. “I came cry-
ing, and I said, ‘Why am I not like other children? Everybody
makes fun of me and I have to wear these stupid hats, and I
always have to put on sun cream.’ And I was crying and crying.
“And you know, my father is a wonderful man, but he doesn’t
really know how to deal very well with emotions. So he looked
at me, and said, ‘My child, let me be honest with you: when
you were born, I was also shocked!’” It’s a memory she can
laugh at now she’s 25 and confident. “On that day, more than
anything, I wondered if my life would be different, if people
would have treated me differently. But I could never picture
myself looking different even now.”—AFP

S African model Thando Hopa revels in her albino skin

Thando Hopa tries on an evening dress by South African fashion designer Gert-Johan Coetzee. 

Paris Fashion Show

Models present creations by Julien David during the menís Spring Summer collection†fashion show in Paris — AFP photos 
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Models present creations by Japanese designer Junya Watanabe. Models present creations by Belgian fashion designer Dries Van Noten.
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Bangladeshi Muslims offer prayers during Ramadan at Baitul Mukarram mosque in Dhaka, Bangladesh yesterday. Muslims across the world are observing the holy fasting month of Ramadan, where they refrain from eating, drinking and smok-
ing from dawn to dusk. — AP

JK Rowling ?has confirmed that the Harry
Potter play,  “Harry Potter and the Cursed
Child,” will open in London next year.  “It

will tell a new story, which is the result of a col-
laboration between writer Jack Thorne, director
John Tiffany and myself,” she wrote on Twitter.
She described Thorne, Tiffany and producer
Sonia Friedman as “a dream team.” “I’ve had
countless offers to extend Harry’s story over the
years, but Jack, John and Sonia Friedman are a
dream team!,” she wrote.  “It has been a huge
pleasure to share with them (and soon, with
you!) this untold part of Harry’s story,” she
added in a series of Tweets on Friday.

Rowling ?revealed that the story “is not a
prequel,” but added: “I don’t want to say too
much more, because I don’t want to spoil what
I know will be a real treat for fans.” On Twitter,
Rowling addressed the issue of her choice of
medium for the story. “To answer one
inevitable (and reasonable!) question-why isn’t
#CursedChild a new novel? — I am confident
that when audiences see the play they will
agree that it was the only proper medium for
the story,” she wrote.  Rowling began the series
of Tweets by describing today as “a very special
day for two reasons.” The first was that “Harry
Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone,” her debut
novel and the first in the Harry Potter series,
was published in the UK 18 years ago. It was
published in the U.S. under the title “Harry
Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone” in 1998.
Rowling’s website revealed that the play would
receive its world premiere at London’s Palace
Theatre in the summer of 2016. Tickets will go
on sale this autumn. 

Film credits
The play, which will be produced by Sonia

Friedman Prods., Colin Callender’s Playground
Entertainment and Harry Potter Theatrical

Prods., will be directed by Tiffany with move-
ment by Steven Hoggett, set designs by
Christine Jones, costumes by Katrina Lindsay,
lighting by Neil Austin, music by Imogen Heap,
sound by Gareth Fry and special effects by
Jeremy Chernick. Thorne writes for theater, film,
television and radio. His theater credits include
“Hope” and “Let the Right One In,” both directed
by Tiffany. His movie credits include “War Book,”
“A Long Way Down” and “The Scouting Book for
Boys.” For television his credits include “The Last
Panthers,” “Don’t Take My Baby,” “This Is
England,” “The Fades,” “Glue” and “Cast-Offs.” In
2012, he won two BAFTAs for “The Fades” and
“This Is England 88.”

Tiffany’s theater credits include “Once,” “Let
the Right One In” and “Black Watch,” for which
he won an Olivier. As associate director of the
Royal Court, his work includes “The Twits,”
“Hope” and “The Pass.” Hoggett has previously
collaborated with Tiffany on “The Twits,” “Let the
Right One In” and “Black Watch.” Hoggett was a
founding co-artistic director of Frantic
Assembly for which his credits include “The
Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time.”
His film credits include “How to Train Your
Dragon 2.” Jones is the artistic director of
Theatre for One in New York. Her West End set
design credits include  “Let the Right One In”
and “Spring Awakening.” On Broadway her
credits include “American Idiot,” for which she
won the Tony Award for best scenic design of a
musical, “Spring Awakening,” for which she was
Tony nominated, and “Everyday Rapture.” Jones
made her debut at The Metropolitan Opera in
2012 with her designs for “Rigoletto.” —Reuters

With scenes of religious coexistence
and vintage elegance in a more cos-
mopolitan era, an Egyptian soap

opera aims to dispel prejudice towards the
country’s long-vilified and nearly extinct
Jewish community. “The Jewish Quarter”
shows life inside Cairo’s Haret Al-Yahud district
during the 1948 Arab-Israeli war, depicting an
almost idyllic portrait of a society where
Muslims, Christians and Jews lived side by
side. “I wanted to present this cosmopoli-
tanism bringing together all religions” and to
“show how Egypt used to be, and how it is
today,” said screenwriter Medhat Al-Adl. He
said he wanted “to break the taboo and preju-
dice” by presenting “normal Jewish characters,”
in contrast to the derogatory representation of
Jews in recent decades in movies and televi-
sion shows.

The series initially won praise from Israel
whose embassy in Cairo said it was pleased to
see “for the first time, Jews represented
according to their true nature, as human
beings”. The show is openly anti-Zionist, how-
ever, and the Israeli embassy later criticized
what it described as a “negative turning point”
in the series and “attacks against the state of
Israel”. The soap is being aired during the holy
Muslim fasting month of Ramadan, considered
television peak season in Egypt.

More than 80,000 Jews lived in Egypt
before the creation of the state of Israel in
1948 marked the start of an exodus. Today
only a few dozen, mostly elderly women,

remain in Cairo and Alexandria. With the many
wars waged between Egypt and the Jewish
state and the anti-Semitism they generated,
Jews were either expelled or pressured to
leave the Arab world’s most populous country.

A different era 
The plot revolves around the love story of

Aly, a Muslim officer in the Egyptian army
fighting in the 1948 war, and his Jewish neigh-
bor Leila, an elegant francophone saleswoman
working in one of Cairo’s upscale department
stores, which were owned by influential
Jewish businessmen. It stars Jordanian actor
Eyad Nassar and Egyptian actress Menna
Shalabi. “We discover Egypt at a different time,”
said Rana Khalil, 23, an enthusiastic viewer of
the series, sitting in a posh Cairo cafe. “The
characters are elegant and well-dressed. I am
also learning a lot about Judaism,” she added.
The show highlights the political upheavals
that shook the flourishing Jewish community,
particularly bombings targeting Jewish busi-
nesses which it blames on the Muslim
Brotherhood.

The Islamist movement has been the target
of a sweeping crackdown since Abdel Fattah
Al-Sisi, the army chief who has since become
president, ousted Islamist president Mohamed
Morsi in 2013. One scene shows Brotherhood
founder Hassan Al-Banna encouraging sup-
porters to stage attacks, saying: “The war is not
only in Palestine. Jihad here is no less impor-
tant than it is there”. Sisi has pursued closer

ties with Israel than Morsi, who had promised
a tougher stance towards its neighbour with-
out calling into question peace agreements.

Fact or fiction? 
The television series has however faced crit-

icism from Egyptian Jews. Magda Haroun, the
chief of Egypt’s tiny remaining Jewish commu-
nity, pointed out historical errors including
religious practices presented in the series. She
also denied that Egyptian communists sup-
ported Zionism as the show suggested. Albert
Arie, 85, was also disappointed. The Jewish for-
mer communist activist, who converted to
Islam to marry his Muslim wife, had taken part
in a campaign against cholera in the Jewish
quarter back in 1947.

He explained that unlike the characters in
the series, residents of the district “were
among the poorest Jews in the world”. “I asked
myself: ‘What is this crap?’” Arie said, speaking
in French, and suggested that the show would
have been more credible if it had been shot in
one of the Cairo neighborhoods inhabited by
middle class Jews. “The set makes no sense. It
shows rich houses while Haret Al-Yahud was a
jumble of alleys, with old houses and houses
that collapsed,” recalled Arie, who was jailed
for 11 years for his activism. Despite the inac-
curacies, however, he acknowledged the fact
that the series showed “a positive image of the
Jew, who is no longer a bastard”. — AFP

Harry Potter play to open
in London next year

Soap opera shines positive
light on Egypt’s Jews

A man walks carrying dishes past a Star of David decorating the door of a
home in the Jewish quarter of the Egyptian capital, Cairo.— AFP photos

Two men walk past a Star of David decorating the door of a home in the
Jewish quarter of the Egyptian capital.




