
MONDAY, JUNE 22, 2015

l if e st yle
F e a t u r e s

Picasso postcard auctioned
for record $188,000

Apostcard bearing a signed
drawing by Picasso fetched a
record $188,000 (166,000

euros) at auction on Saturday, the
Gaertner auction house in southern
Germany announced. The sales set a
“world record for a postcard”, the
auction house in Bietigheim-
Bissingen said in a statement. The
buyer, described as a “trans-Atlantic
collector”, clinched the deal by tele-
phone following frenzied bidding in
German, English, French and
Russian, the statement said. Bidding
had begun at 100,000 euros. With
commissions, the card will cost the
buyer more than 200,000 euros, it
said.

The card from Pablo Picasso to
his friend, French poet Guillaume
Apollinaire, is dated September 5,
1918, and has an authenticated
drawing that “can be considered
part of the artist’s cubist still life
series,” Gaertner said. The picture on the back of the card is a simple aerial view of the
southwestern French town of Pau. The postcard never made it to Apollinaire however
because Picasso had addressed it in Spanish, writing his friend’s name as Don
Guillermo Apollinaire. It is marked with the French equivalent of “return to sender”.
Gaertner said it had obtained the postcard from a Frenchman it described as a “figure
in the business world”. —AFP

Thousands of revelers, new-agers and
self-styled Druids descended on the
ancient stone circle at Stonehenge yes-

terday, catching a brief glimpse of the sun as
they marked the summer solstice - the
longest day of the year in the northern hemi-
sphere. About 23,000 sun-watchers gathered
on the Salisbury Plain about 80 miles (130
kilometers) southwest of London, police said.
But with the sun visible only briefly, the party
was markedly shorter than in past years.
Authorities reported nine arrests for drug
offenses - fewer than in the past.

Visitors kissed the stones, dancers swirled
on the grass and drummers pounded as part
of the free-form celebrations. A small group
of yoga enthusiasts held a short class and
couples renewed their commitments to one
another. Stonehenge is an icon of Britain, and
one of its most popular attractions. It was
built in three phases between 3,000 BC and
1,600 BC and its purpose remains under
study. —AP

Thousands at Stonehenge mark summer solstice
Revelers watch the sunrise as they celebrate the pagan festival of Summer Solstice at Stonehenge in Wiltshire, southern England yesterday. —AP/AFP photos

Italy’s fashion capital is getting a little more traffic than
usual as Milan Fashion Week kicks off, thanks to the
Expo 2015 world’s fair at the city’s gates, now in its sec-

ond month. Four days of menswear previews for next
spring and summer began Saturday with Emporio
Armani, Dolce&Gabbana, Jil Sander, Versace and Philipp
Plein. And Marni is showing menswear on the runway for
the first time. Perhaps the fashionistas will find time for
Expo before moving on to Paris next week. Here are some
highlights:

Emporio Armani fusion
It wasn’t Gregory Peck’s Vespa from the film “Roman

Holiday” but the girl on the runway could be an updated
Audrey Hepburn. Emporio Armani has teamed up with
Vespa to create a sleek new 946 scooter with matte black
paint, suggesting a time somewhere between nostalgia
and now. A series of the scooters greeted guests at the
menswear spring summer preview in Giorgio Armani’s
more intimately renovated theater. The collection was
light and layered, featuring classic Armani shapes in neu-
tral tones. The looks were loose with textured and some-
times crinkled fabric, easy to imagine zipping along urban
streets. There was a focus on pants, with roomy pleated
trousers that seemed to drape the leg. More athletic knit
trousers were cinched at the ankle. Whether the look was
formal or casual ultimately was defined by the jacket,
ranging from double-breasted to more Asian-inspired
looks with pagoda shoulders. And there were wonderful
papery anoraks for that unexpected shower. Shoes
included surprising sling-back Oxfords as well as sneakers,
while ample backpacks fastened snugly to the body. The

Tim Robbins takes in Emporio Armani as Fashion Week opens

Models present creations for fashion house Emporio Armani at the Men Spring-Summer 2016 Milan’s Fashion Week. —AP/AFP photos


