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MELBOURNE:  The ACT Brumbies can look forward to a bout of jet-
lag along with the usual aches and pains after a Super Rugby playoff,
but believe they have the “character” to dig deep for an unlikely semi-
final win over rested Wellington Hurricanes.

The Canberra-based Brumbies showed their remarkable grit by
shrugging off a long-haul flight to Cape Town to trounce the Stormers
39-19 in their qualifying final on Saturday.

The return flight to Canberra and connecting leg to Wellington will
eat into the team’s preparations against the Hurricanes, who have
enjoyed the luxury of a week’s break for earning top spot on the table
at the end of the regular season.

“You’ve just got to dig deep and find that extra little bit,” long-serv-
ing Brumbies captain Stephen Moore told Australian media. “There’s
no avoiding the fact that (the travel) is not ideal.

“But that’s when the character of the side comes in ... I’m confident
that there’s enough character in the side to be able to take our game
to another level, which we are going to need to do.”

In all likelihood, they will need to do that without winger Henry
Speight, who was cited for a dangerous, lifting tackle and could be
banned for the rest of the playoffs.—Reuters

Brumbies eye Hurricanes
SANTA CLARA: Michael Phelps took a positive step forward in his attempts to
make the US team for the Rio Olympics when he posted his fastest time in the
200 metres butterfly since he launched his comeback. The 18-time Olympic
gold medallist clocked 1:57.62 to win the event at the Pro Swim Series meet in
Santa Clara, California, though he was still three seconds slower than the
fastest time of the year set by Japan’s Daiya Seto. “I would have like to have fin-
ished a little better but we have been doing things in workout that I haven’t
done a long time in butterfly,” he said in a poolside interview. “Having that
confidence back helped me.” Seto clocked 1:54.56 last month. The American is
coming off a high-altitude training stint and said he did not know whether he
would even try to qualify for the event for next year’s Rio Olympics. “We
haven’t really seen much progression in this event over the last couple of
years,” said Phelps, a two-time Olympic champion in the
event. “I came into tonight wanting to do 1:57 and I
did it. I’m not sure what’s going to happen over the
next year, but I’m just happy to do that (1:57)
because I think it’s going to help me a lot in the 100.”
The 29-year-old, who retired after the 2012
Olympics but launched a comeback last year, will not
contest August’s world championships in Russia, due to
a drink driving conviction last year. —Reuters

Phelps wins 200 butterfly
BANGKOK: Thai Prayad Marksaeng tamed the challenging Santiburi Samui
Country Club to win his ninth Asian Tour title with a two-shot victory at the
Queen’s Cup yeterday. The 49-year-old overturned a three-shot deficit with a final
round of six-under-par 65 to pip countryman Thanyakon Khrongpha to the title
with a winning total of 14-under-par 270 in the Asian Tour event at Koh Samui.
“To be able to win at 49 years old is just incredible for me. I am very proud of
myself,” Prayad, also the event’s 2013 winner, said after firing nine birdies against
three bogeys in his final round. “I knew Thanyakon was making a fast charge but I
didn’t really feel the pressure as he was playing ahead of me but I thought it
doesn’t matter if I lose because I was already sure that the trophy will remain in

Thailand,” he added. Thanyakon fell agonisingly short of his maiden title
after carding a matching 65. The 24-year-old birdied the fourth, eagled

the sixth before adding three more birdies after the turn but his
16th hole bogey dashed his title hopes. “I am disappointed to be
honest. I had come close to winning for a couple of times last year

and I have been wanting to win on the Asian Tour for so long,” he
said. “I played so well all day. I was really going for the win out there

until that bogey on the 16th.” A third Thai, Jazz Janewattananond
carded 66 to be joint third at 274, along with Siddikur Rahman

(68) of Bangladesh. Sri Lankan Mithun Perera carded a 69 to
finish two shots back in fifth place.—Reuters
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Prayad wins Asian Tour

WASHINGTON: Max Scherzer lost his bid
for a perfect game in startling fashion,
plunking a batter with two outs in the ninth
inning before finishing off a no-hitter
Saturday in the Washington Nationals’ 6-0
win over the Pittsburgh Pirates.

Scherzer came within one strike of
throwing the 22nd perfect game in major
league history since 1900. Pinch-hitter Jose
Tabata fouled off three 2-2 deliveries, then
seemed to slightly drop his elbow and got
clipped by Scherzer’s slider.

Scherzer immediately grimaced as the
ball ricocheted to the ground.  The crowd at
Nationals Park seemed stunned, too, and
surely many wondered whether Tabata had
leaned into the 86 mph pitch to get hit.
Scherzer (8-5) then retired Josh Harrison on
a deep fly to left and was swallowed up by
jubilant teammates near the mound. The
30-year-old righty struck out 10. Francisco
Liriano (4-6) took the loss.

YANKEES 14, TIGERS 3
Alex Rodriguez added to his momentous

weekend with a homer and five RBIs, Carlos
Beltran went deep from both sides of the
plate and the New York Yankees routed the
Detroit Tigers. Light-hitting Didi Gregorius
homered for the second consecutive night
and New York banged out a season-best 18
hits on Old-Timers’ Day at Yankee Stadium.

Brett Gardner tripled, doubled and sin-
gled his first three times up against Alfredo
Simon (7-4), sparking the Yankees to a
laugher from his leadoff spot. Chris Young
homered off backup infielder Josh Wilson in
the eighth and finished with three hits.

All the offense made things easy on
Nathan Eovaldi (6-2), who took a two-hit
shutout into the seventh. Bryan Mitchell
worked three innings for his first major
league save.

ORIOLES 5, BLUE JAYS 3
Caleb Joseph singled home the go-

ahead run with two outs in the ninth inning
and the Baltimore Orioles beat the Blue
Jays, ending Toronto’s home winning streak
at nine games. With the score 2-all, J.J.
Hardy reached on a force play and Ryan
Flaherty was hit by a pitch from Aaron Loup
(2-4) in the ninth. Joseph snapped an 0-for-
9 slump with his single. Ryan Tepera
relieved and surrendered a two-run double
to Manny Machado. Darren O’Day (3-0)
worked one inning for the win. Zach Britton
gave up Jose Bautista’s RBI single in the bot-
tom of the ninth but held on for his 19th
save. Toronto fell short of matching the
longest home winning streak in club histo-
ry. The Blue Jays won 10 straight at
Exhibition Stadium in 1985.

WHITE SOX 3, RANGERS 2
Carlos Rodon pitched six effective

innings and the Chicago White Sox snapped
a season-worst eight-game losing streak,
beating the Texas Rangers.

The White Sox scored more than two
runs for the first time in seven games. Adam
Eaton had two singles and scored a run.
Rodon (3-1) gave up two runs and four hits,
striking out five and walking three. Chicago
avoided losing nine consecutive games for
the first time since 2013. David Robertson
pitched the ninth for his 14th save in 18
chances. On Friday night, he allowed two
runs in the ninth of a 2-1 loss to the
Rangers. Nick Martinez (5-3) gave up two
earned runs in six innings for Texas.

CUBS 4, TWINS 1
Starlin Castro atoned for a costly error

the previous night with a two-run single in
the 10th inning, helping the Chicago Cubs
to a victory over the Minnesota Twins.

Castro’s error at shortstop in the first
inning Friday night got the Twins rolling to a
7-2 victory. But he ripped a one-out pitch
from Blaine Boyer (2-3) into center field to
break a 1-1 tie and help the Cubs improve
to 7-3 in extra-inning games this season.

Jon Lester allowed one run in 6 1/3
innings for the Cubs, and Anthony Rizzo had
two hits and an RBI. Jason Motte (4-1)
pitched a scoreless inning for the win and
Hector Rondon picked up his 12th save in
15 chances. Trevor May gave up one run in
six innings for Minnesota, which had won
three in a row. Kurt Suzuki connected for
this third homer.

ATHLETICS 4, ANGELS 1
Jesse Hahn pitched into the eighth

inning for his third consecutive win, Josh
Reddick hit a tiebreaking double in the sixth
and the Oakland Athletics beat the Los
Angeles Angels despite committing their
majors-leading 70th error.

One day after blowing a five-run lead
with ace Sonny Gray on the mound in a 12-7
loss, the A’s pounded out five doubles -
three in the three-run sixth.

Hahn (5-5) allowed one run and four hits
in 7 2/3 innings. Rookie Billy Burns had two
infield hits to raise his AL-leading mark to 21
for Oakland, which won for only the second
time in the last seven games between the
teams. Tyler Clippard retired four batters for
his 11th save. Jered Weaver (4-8) allowed
four runs and six hits with four strikeouts
and one walk. The right-hander has lost his
last four starts.

ROCKIES 5, BREWERS 1
Charlie Blackmon homered and drove in

three runs, Chad Bettis pitched effectively
into the seventh inning and the Colorado
Rockies snapped a five-game losing streak.

Adam Lind homered for the Milwaukee
Brewers’ only run. Colorado had lost nine of

its last 10 before getting a strong outing
from Bettis (3-2), who got his first win since
carrying a no-hitter into the eighth inning at
Philadelphia on May 29. He allowed one run
and five hits, walked two and struck out five
in 6 1/3 innings. Milwaukee starter Kyle
Lohse (3-9) had his best outing in a month,
but is 0-5 with a 7.59 ERA in his last seven
starts.

CARDINALS 10, PHILLIES 1
Randal Grichuk hit two home runs, dou-

bled and drove in four runs, and John
Lackey pitched seven strong innings to lead
the St.  Louis Cardinals over the Philadelphia
Phillies. Lackey (6-4) allowed one run on five
hits to earn his first victory on the road this
season away from Busch Stadium. Jason
Heyward had three hits with a double and
two RBIs, Jhonny Peralta had three singles
with an RBI, and Yadier Molina singled, dou-
bled and drove in a run for the Cardinals,
who won their seventh in nine games while
beating Philadelphia for the fifth straight
time. Cody Asche homered for the Phillies,
who have lost 11 of 12. Aaron Harang (4-9)
lost his sixth straight start for the first time
in his career.

MARLINS 5, REDS 0
Left-hander Justin Nicolino pitched sev-

en innings to win his major league debut
and Derek Dietrich hit two home runs as the
Miami Marlins snapped a three-game losing
streak. The efficient Nicolino allowed four
hits with two walks and two strikeouts while
outpitching Anthony DeSclafani (5-5), his
former roommate in the Toronto and Miami
organizations. Nicolino was recalled from
Triple-A New Orleans to start in place of
right-hander Tom Koehler, who was
scratched with back and neck soreness.

BRAVES 6, METS 4
Andrelton Simmons got four hits for the

Atlanta Braves in a win over the New York
Mets, who lost their fourth in a row and
catcher Travis d’Arnaud to an elbow injury.

A.J. Pierzynski tripled, doubled and sin-
gled. He scored standing up on Pedro
Ciriaco’s tiebreaking sacrifice fly in the sixth
inning, and his left leg appeared to hit
d’Arnaud’s left arm. The Mets said d’Arnaud
is day to day with a hyper extended left
elbow. Williams Perez (4-0) allowed four
runs on five hits in six innings, and Jason
Grilli earned his 20th save. Jack Leathersich
(0-1) lost in relief.

ROYALS 7, RED SOX 4
Kendrys Morales homered on his 32nd

birthday and the Kansas City Royals rallied
to beat the Boston Red Sox. Morales hit a
two-run, tie-breaking shot in a five-run fifth
off Rick Porcello (4-8). It was his third career
homer on his birthday. The Red Sox lost
third baseman Pablo Sandoval (sprained left

ankle) and catcher Blake Swihart (sprained
left foot) to injuries, and designated hitter
David Ortiz was ejected in the seventh
inning by home plate umpire Bruce
Dreckman. Salvador Perez hit his fifth home
run in 12 games for the Royals.  Edinson
Volquez (7-4) was not sharp, allowing four
runs, eight hits and two walks in 5 1/3
innings, but won his third straight start.
Greg Holland worked the ninth for his 13th
save.

RAYS 4, INDIANS 1
Evan Longoria hit a three-run homer in

the first inning and the Tampa Bay Rays
handed reigning Cy Young winner Corey
Kluber his fourth straight loss.

Longoria, who has been playing with a
sore left wrist, hit his first home run since
June 10. The Rays have won four straight
and eight of nine to climb to a season-high
10 games over .500 (40-30).

Rays starter Erasmo Ramirez left in the
fourth inning with a groin injury. Five reliev-
ers completed the victory, holding
Cleveland to six hits. Xavier Cedeno (1-0)
replaced Ramirez and completed the fourth.
Brad Boxberger earned his 18th save. Kluber
(3-9) allowed four runs and four hits in sev-
en innings.

GIANTS 6, DODGERS 2
Justin Maxwell and Brandon Belt hit two-

run homers and the San Francisco Giants
trimmed the Dodgers’ NL West lead to a
half-game with a win over Los Angeles.

Tim Hudson (5-6) pitched six-hit ball into
the seventh inning and got a key single for
the Giants, who have won five straight over
their archrivals and nine of 11 this season.
Los Angeles (38-31) has been alone in first
place since May 30, but San Francisco (38-

32) could reclaim the top spot with a series
sweep Sunday. Joc Pederson and Justin
Turner hit back-to-back homers in the first
for the Dodgers, who have lost six of eight.
Maxwell and Belt connected against Carlos
Frias (4-5), who gave up six runs and five
hits in 5 1/3 innings.

MARINERS 6, ASTROS 3
Taijuan Walker struck out a career-high

11 while pitching into the seventh inning to
lead the Seattle Mariners past the Houston
Astros. Nelson Cruz, Seth Smith and Mark
Trumbo homered for the Mariners, who
have won two in a row and scored at least
five runs in back-to-back games for the first
time since April 19-20. Walker (5-6) allowed
three runs and five hits, and walked none in
6 1/3 innings. Evan Gattis and Luis Valbuena
homered for the Astros. Houston starter
Dallas Keuchel (8-3) extended his streak of
pitching at least six innings to 26 straight
starts - the longest active run in the majors -
but had his worst performance of the year.
Keuchel’s four walks, five earned runs, and
three home runs allowed were all season
highs.

PADRES 8, DIAMONDBACKS 1
Tyson Ross threw a four-hitter in his third

career complete game and the San Diego
Padres beat the Arizona Diamondbacks.
Clint Barmes went 3-for-4 with two doubles,
driving in two runs and scoring twice. Derek
Norris and Melvin Upton Jr. homered for the
Padres. Upton’s was his first of the season, a
two-run shot off Addison Reed in the
Padres’ four-run ninth inning.

Ross (4-7) matched his season high with
nine strikeouts and walked one. Robbie Ray
(2-2) allowed four runs and six hits in 5 2/3
innings for Arizona.—AP

American League
Eastern Division

W L PCT GB      
Tampa Bay 40 30 .571 -       
NY Yankees 38 30 .559 1       
Toronto 37 33 .529 3       
Baltimore 35 33 .515 4       
Boston 30 40 .429 10      

Central Division
Kansas City 39 26 .600 -       
Minnesota 37 31 .544 3.5   
Detroit 34 34 .500 6.5   
Cleveland 31 36 .463 9       
Chicago White Sox 29 38 .433 11      

Western Division
Houston 40 30 .571 -       
Texas 37 32 .536 2.5   
LA Angels 35 34 .507 4.5   
Seattle 32 37 .464 7.5   
Oakland 30 41 .423 10.5  

National League
Eastern Division

Washington 36 33 .522 -       
NY Mets 36 34 .514 0.5   
Atlanta 34 35 .493 2       
Miami 30 40 .429 6.5  
Philadelphia 23 47 .329 13.5  

Central Division
St. Louis 45 23 .662 -       
Pittsburgh 39 29 .574 6       
Chicago Cubs 36 30 .545 8       
Cincinnati 31 36 .463 13.5  
Milwaukee 25 45 .357 21      

Western Division
LA Dodgers 38 31 .551 -       
San Francisco 38 32 .543 0.5   
Arizona 33 35 .485 4.5   
San Diego 34 37 .479 5       
Colorado 29 39 .426 8.5   

MLB results/standings
Baltimore 5, Toronto 3; Chicago White Sox 3, Texas 2; Chicago Cubs 4, Minnesota 1 (10 innings); Oakland 4, LA
Angels 1; Washington 6, Pittsburgh 0; Colorado 5, Milwaukee 1; St. Louis 10, Philadelphia 1; Atlanta 6, NY Mets 4;
Miami 5, Cincinnati 0; Tampa Bay 4, Cleveland 1; Kansas City 7, Boston 4; NY Yankees 14, Detroit 3; San Francisco
6, LA Dodgers 2; Seattle 6, Houston 3; San Diego 8, Arizona 1,

WASHINGTON: Nationals starting pitcher Max Scherzer follows through during the fifth
inning of a baseball game against the Pittsburgh Pirates. —AP

TORONTO: Baltimore Orioles shortstop JJ Hardy (back) slides safe at home plate past Toronto Blue Jays catcher Russell Martin (front) dur-
ing the ninth inning of a baseball game. —AP

Nationals blank Pirates, Yankees win


