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About 30 MPs then signed a memo demanding a
debate in the National Assembly over the issue and MP
Ahmad Al-Qhudhaibi vowed that if Omair fails to provide
answers, he will file to grill him. MP Youssef Al-Zalzalah said
that MPs want Omair to name those big contractors and
those involved in corruption in order to be able to help
him during the debate.

One positive signal however came from MP Khalaf
Dumaitheer who said yesterday that he has withdrawn his
name from the 30 MPs demanding a debate, saying that
the minister’s statements have been highly inflated.

Dumaitheer said that the minister has not mentioned
names in his statements and just made a general reference
to the issue and accordingly should be assisted to rectify
any errors.

MP Mansour Al-Dhafiri meanwhile said that the
National Assembly is expected to approve in the second
and final votes two laws regulating the affairs of domestic
helpers in the country. He said that the two draft laws have
been slightly amended and will be sent back to the
National Assembly for the vote. 

In another development, head of the public funds pro-
tection committee MP Abdullah Al-Turaifi said the commit-

tee has recommended that the assembly should refer the
finances of the 16th Gulf Football Cup tournament to the
public prosecution for suspected irregularities.

He said that the committee has also recommended that
the 23rd Gulf Cup due to be hosted by Kuwait later this
year should be handled by the ministry of sports and
youth instead of the Kuwait Football Federation.

National Assembly Speaker Marzouk Al-Ghanem also
said that the Assembly has received the government’s
draft law on the independence of the judiciary, but added
that it will not be approved in the Assembly this term
before complete agreement with the government.

Sentenced
The criminal court yesterday sentenced human rights

activist Rana Jassem Al-Saadoun to three years in jail for
criticizing HH the Amir by repeating parts of a speech
made by leading opposition figure Mussallam Al-Barrak.
The ruling was issued in absentia as Saadoun is currently in
Lebanon. Lawyers said that the harsh sentence was issued
because Saadoun was not present.

Barrak delivered a speech at a public rally on October
15, 2012 to warn against the planned amendment of the
electoral law.  He was sentenced to five years in jail but the
term was later reduced to two years.

Ex-speaker Rashed submits reform...
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I strongly urge everyone to try his level best to fall in the
third category, which is the highest of all.  Our long-sought
goal should be to keep Allah in our minds all the time with
the realization that He watches over us all the time. 

b. The fast of special people, which entails not only
abstaining from food, drinks and enjoying conjugal rites
from dawn to dusk but also keeping one’s eyes, tongue,
hands, feet, hearing and seeing, as well as other parts of
the body, away from committing sins. Abu Huraira narrated
that Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said, “Whoever doesn’t
abandon false speech or acting upon it, there is no need
for him to abstain from food and drinks.” (Imam Al-Bukhari
1903). In this Hadith, Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) informs
us that real fasting is to abstain from sins as much as possi-
ble. You can’t claim you are fasting yet you tell lies, give a
false testimony or commit any other sin, for that matter. 

On this issue, Jaber bin Abdullah (may Allah be pleased
with him) said, “When fasting, your ears, eyes, and mouth
should shun lying as well as committing other sins.
Moreover, there should be a change in you when fasting. In
other words, you should be a better person when you are
fasting than when you are not. Moreover, fasting should be
a training course for you to become a reformed person.”
(Al-Bayhaqi and Ibn Abi Shayba) 

c. Fasting of the crËme de la crËme, which entails, keep-
ing one’s heart from lowly aspirations and motives as well
as thoughts that would keep one far from Allah (SWT).
Anyone in this category should be preoccupied with things
that please Allah. An emissary from Azerbaijan was sent by
his king to meet Umar bin Al-Khattaab when he was the
caliph of Muslims. When it was time for lunch, Umar gave
him an option either to with the poor Muslims or rather
with Umar himself. According to protocol, the man
thought he was supposed to eat with the caliph - Umar.
The emissary was surprised to find out that Umar’s lunch
was bread soaked in water and seasoned with salt; after
the meal, Umar thanked Allah (SWT). After that, Umar took
him to the poor where he found them enjoying a sumptu-
ous meal. He was shocked to find out that poor Muslims
were having a better meal than their caliph. By this, Umar
demonstrated that he would rather be preoccupied with
pleasing Allah (SWT) than with satisfying his carnal desires. 

Other facts about Ramadan
Fasting during the month of Ramadan was given prefer-

ence over other acts of worship for two reasons: 
a. It is a secret and an intrinsic act; no one sees it except

Allah (SWT) and the fasting person and it can’t be tainted
by dissemblance. When carrying out other acts of worship,
people see us. However, no one can tell for sure whether
someone is fasting. Someone may claim to be fasting yet
when he is secluded in a room or any other place he eats
and drinks when and where only Allah (SWT) can see him.  

b. By fasting, a Muslim actually conquers the devil,
which capitalizes on food, drinks and other carnal desires

to lure human beings into committing sins. By fasting, the
devil is restrained in that it is no longer active in one’s
blood stream. 

• Al-Hulaimi (a celebrated Muslim scholar and pious
man) said, “All acts of worship are performed either by
doing some actions or avoiding some shameful deeds.
Fasting restrains the act of satisfying one’s carnal desires
illicitly; and this in itself represents patience. On the other
hand, doing acts of worship that are required of us requires
a lot of patience. Therefore, fasting is half of patience (and
this explains why Ramadan in some instances is referred to
as the month of patience).” (Mukhtasar Minhaaj Al-
Qasideen 44) 

• There are many benefits that accrue to a Muslim who
observes the fast,  especially during the month of
Ramadan. Abu Huraira (may Allah be pleased with him)
narrated that Prophet Muhammad (Peace be upon him)
said, “Whoever fasts during the month of Ramadan out of
faith in Allah and expecting rewards from Him, will get all
his previous sins forgiven.”  

• Fasting was also prescribed to the people before us
albeit differently: Allah (SWT) says what can be translated
as: “O you who believe! Fasting has been prescribed for you
as it was prescribed for those before you so that you may
earn piety (guarding yourselves against sin and in the long
run against Allah’s wrath.)” (2: 183) 

Allah (SWT) informs us in the above-quoted verse that
fasting was also prescribed to those before us, which com-
forts us despite the difficulty in it. He also wants to avert
some complaints from some people with weak faith who
may ask, “Why did Allah single us out by commanding us
to fast?” It is also an indication that inasmuch as Allah com-
pleted His bounties and favors upon us, He also granted
them to those whom He willed among the people who
preceded us. 

The phrase: “so that you may gain piety,” implies that
fasting is a shield that keeps us away from committing sins;
the act - if observed - will keep us away from the hell-fire. 

Finally, Ramadan is the month of generosity: Abdullah
bin Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him and his father)
said, “Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) used to be the most
generous of all people; yet he used to be more generous in
Ramadan, especially when archangel Jibril would visit him.
Jibril used to visit him every night of Ramadan to review
the Qur’an with him. Therefore, the Prophet (PBUH), after
meeting with Jibril, he would be more generous in doing
good deeds than a (pollinating) wind.” (Imam Al-Bukhari
3,220) 
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The three levels of fasting 

Continued from Page 1

A spokesman for the German Federal Police said a
52-year-old man was arrested at Berlin’s Tegel airport
following an international arrest warrant from the
Egyptian authorities.

Egyptian Foreign Ministry spokesman Badr Abdelatty
said Egypt was coordinating with the German authori-
ties. “He is accused of a crime and was sentenced so of
course we have called for him to be returned,” he said.

Critics accuse the west of turning a blind eye
towards what they say is Egypt’s crackdown on dissent
and freedom of speech in favor of improved economic
ties and regional security cooperation.

Sisi visited Germany earlier in June at Chancellor
Angela Merkel’s invitation. The head of Germany’s par-
liament cancelled a meeting with him, citing rights vio-
lations in Egypt. During Sisi’s visit, German industrial
company Siemens signed an 8-billion-euro deal ($9 bil-
lion) with Egypt to supply gas and wind power plants
to boost the country’s electricity generation by 50 per-

cent.
Yesterday, deputy head of the Left Party in

Germany’s parliament Wolfgang Gehrcke told the
Koelner Stadt-Anzeiger newspaper: “Everyone knows
that the rule of law in Egypt is built on sand - if you can
even speak of a rule of law. Of course we can’t extradite
him. In countries where there is the death penalty,
there should be no extraditions in general.”

The Cairo government denies allegations of wide-
spread human rights abuses. Egypt released Australian
Al Jazeera journalist Peter Greste in February this year
after 400 days in prison on charges that included aid-
ing a terrorist group. Mohamed Fahmy, a naturalized
Canadian who has given up his Egyptian citizenship,
and Egyptian Baher Mohamed were released on bail in
February after spending more than a year in custody.
The journalists were originally sentenced to between
seven and 10 years in prison on charges including
spreading lies to help a terrorist organization, which
they have denied. Egypt’s high court ordered a retrial in
January. — Reuters

Al-Jazeera journalist to face judge soon 

LAHORE: Pakistani Muslims gather for iftar food before breaking their fast during Ramadan in
Lahore yesterday. — AFP


