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NEW ORLEANS: Authorities canvassed a New
Orleans neighborhood late into Saturday night
in search of the man believed to have fatally
shot a police officer who was transporting him -
handcuffed and in the back of a police SUV - to
jail. Saturday morning’s death of veteran officer
Daryle Holloway, 45, left investigators struggling
for answers as they tried to cope with a col-
league’s death. It was unclear how the suspect
got the gun, how he worked his handcuffed
wrists from behind his back or why he was able
to get through a barrier that separated him
from the front seat. It also left New Orleans’ St
Roch neighborhood on edge as body-armored
officers with powerful rifles searched house-to-
house for the suspect, Travis Boys, 33.

“I literally live two blocks away and I just
want to go home,” Jayne Greppin as sunlight
began to dim Saturday evening. She said police

hadn’t stopped her when she left her house to
get cigarettes, but wasn’t allowed back onto her
street shortly thereafter. The search spanned
several blocks and police were keeping some
people away from their homes while not allow-
ing others to come out. The New Orleans
Crimestoppers organization announced a
$10,000 reward for information leading to Boys’
arrest.

‘Put up a fight’ 
“He will be caught and he will be brought to

justice for the murder of Officer Holloway and
for this assault on our entire community,” police
chief Michael Harrison said in a statement. The
shooting happened Saturday morning as Boys
was handcuffed in the back seat of the vehicle.
Boys managed to get his hands from behind his
back to the front and obtain a weapon as well,

Harrison told reporters at the scene in a video
interview posted on the department’s Facebook
page. Boys got to the front seat through an
opening in the cage that separates front and
back seats and shot Holloway, Harrison said.
“Officer Holloway put up a fight to try to get the
subject to not exit the vehicle but succumbed
to his injuries,” Harrison said. Department
spokesman Tyler Gamble said police were trying
to determine what weapon Boys used and how
he obtained it, but do not believe Boys used the
officer’s gun.

John Polk, who lives around the corner from
where the police SUV came to rest, said he was
just waking up when he heard a loud noise and
his power went out. The noise, he figured, was
an electrical transformer blowing. “I look out the
door - I’d heard the boom - I see the fire truck
here on the corner,” he said. It was only later,

after police had swarmed into the area that he
learned what happened.

‘A great police officer’ 
A helicopter circled overhead as marked and

unmarked units from state police and other law
enforcement agencies cruised the side streets.
Utility workers worked to replace the downed
power pole. State police, St Tammany Parish
deputies, Housing Authority of New Orleans
police and the US Marshals Service were among
those searching for Boys.

Vincent Alexander, a prep cook at
Margaritaville restaurant in the French Quarter,
said he was walking home from work when
police detoured him a short distance from his
house. “I just called my roommate. They’re not
letting him get out the house.” Holloway had
been a member of the New Orleans Police

Department since 1992. He was the father of
three children. Harrison said Holloway was not
the arresting officer but was transporting Boys
to a jail when the shooting occurred. Harrison
said he met with two of Holloway’s children and
Holloway’s former wife at the hospital after he
died. “As a new chief, it was the hardest thing
I’ve ever had to do in my life,” said Harrison, who
became chief last year. He said he had known
Holloway for 23 years and described him as “a
great police officer.”

Mayor Mitch Landrieu decried the killing as
“the lowest of the low” and called on the public
to help police with information on Boys’ where-
abouts. “Killing an officer in the line of duty is an
attack on our community that will not stand,”
Landrieu said in a statement. “The heart and
soul of New Orleans is heavy today as our com-
munity mourns one of our city’s finest.” —AP
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SOUTH CAROLINA: People gather for a protest rally against the Confederate
flag in Columbia. —AFP

CHARLESTON: Members of a his-
toric black church returned to their
sanctuary yesterday to hear a ser-
mon of recovery and healing, a
message that wil l  reverberate
across America. Yesterday morning
marks the first worship service at
Emanuel African Methodist
Episcopal Church in Charleston
since Dylann Roof, 21, sat among a
Bible study group and opened fire
after saying that he targeted them
because they were black, authori-
ties said.

Among the nine killed was the
church pastor, the Rev. Clementa
Pinckney, who was also a state
senator. Events to show solidarity
are planned throughout the city
Sunday and beyond, including the
synchronized ringing of church
bells at 10 am EDT. South Carolina
Gov Nikki Haley and her family
were to attend the ser vice at
Emanuel. Despite grim circum-
stances, the welcoming spirit that
Roof exploited before the shoot-
ing is still alive, church members
said.

Harold Washington, 75, expects
the sanctuary to host even more
newcomers after one shattered
the group’s sense of peace and
security. “We’re gonna have people
come by that we’ve never seen
before and will probably never see
again,  and that ’s  OK,” he said
Saturday. “It’s a church of the Lord,
you don’t  turn nobody down.”
Church leaders will try to address

the heavy psychological burdens
parishioners bring with them. An
hour before service, people lined
up outside the church.

Heightened emotions 
“I think just because of what

people have gone through emo-
tions are definitely heightened,

not just in Charleston but with
anyone going to church because it
is such a sacred place, it is such a
safe place,” Shae Edros, 29, said
after a multiracial group of women
sang “Amazing Grace” outside the
church Saturday afternoon.

On the nearby Arthur Ravenel
Bridge, people are expected to
join hands in solidarity yesterday
evening. Unity Church of
Charleston the Rev Ed Kosak said
delivering Sunday morning’s ser-
mon would be emotionally taxing
but he felt  empowered by the
strength and grace that Emanuel
members have shown. “I’ve gone
into Sunday sermons before like
when Virginia Tech happened, and
when the Sikh shootings hap-
pened,” Kosak said. “I  am more
ready than ever to speak to this
tragedy in ways I didn’t think I
could before.”

For the family of Cynthia Hurd,
yesterday’s service will be espe-
cially poignant. Hurd, a longtime
librarian, would have been cele-
brating her 55th bir thday and
was planning a trip to Virginia
with her siblings. “Sunday will not
be a sad day for me; it will be a
celebration for me. It will be a cel-
ebration for our family because
our faith is being tested,” Hurd’s
younger  brother  Malcolm
Graham said.  “She was in  the
company of God trying to help
somebody out. She was where
she needed to be.” —AP

Black church holds first 

service since shootings
Sermon message to reverberate across America

CHARLESTON: Raymond Smith of Charleston kneels in prayer
at the front of the Emanuel AME Church. —AP

COLUMBIA: Several thousand protesters
gathered Saturday under the controversial
Confederate flag at South Carolina’s state
legislature, demanding it be taken down in
response to the Charleston church mas-
sacre. Waving placards, chanting “take it
down” and singing “We Shall Overcome,” the
youthful crowd, black and white, con-
demned the Civil War saltire as a symbol of
lingering racist sentiment in the American
South.

“We can no longer afford to let that flat
stand there” and be a beacon for those who
harbor “bad opinions,” said one of the speak-
ers, 95-year-old lawyer and activist Sarah
Leverette, prompting loud cheers.
Organizers called the event a “warm-up” for
what they hope will be an even bigger anti-
flag protest, also in front of the colonnaded
State House, on the Fourth of July holiday.

‘Symbols of hate’
Online, more than 370,000 people as of

late Saturday had put their name to a peti-
tion launched by the left-leaning
MoveOn.org activist group, calling for the
flag to go. “Symbols of hate have no place in
our government. The Confederate flag is not
a symbol of Southern pride but rather a
symbol of rebellion and racism,” it said. On
the heels of the Charleston shooting, “it’s
time to put that symbol of rebellion and
racism behind us and move toward healing
and a better United States of America!”

The flag’s 24/7 presence-alongside a
memorial to Confederate war dead on the
lush green State House lawn-has been a
point of friction in South Carolina for years.
But it became a flashpoint once again after a
young white male walked into a bible study
class at the historic Emanuel African
Methodist Episcopal Church in Charleston
and shot dead nine African-Americans.

One of the dead was chief pastor
Clementa Pinckney, who was also a state
senator, yet the flag-unlike others-was not
lowered to half-staff after the shocking mas-
sacre that has renewed debate about racism
and gun violence in America. Dylann Roof,

21, from the Columbia area, has been
charged with nine counts of murder in con-
nection with the bloodshed, which authori-
ties have described as a hate crime.

Police on Saturday were investigating a
racist online manifesto that appeared on a
website that also carried pictures of Roof
with the Confederate flag and a handgun.
Supporters of the Confederate flag embrace
it as a symbol of Southern pride and her-
itage, and officials say removing it from the
State House grounds requires by law a deci-
sion by the Republican-dominated legisla-
ture, now in summer recess. Governor Nikki
Haley, a Republican who enjoys Tea Party
support, has refused to call a special session
to address the issue, saying emotions are
still too raw in the wake of Wednesday’s
bloodbath.

‘Good point Mitt’    
Last year Haley, whose parents are immi-

grants from India, defended the flag on the
State House lawn, saying it wasn’t an issue
because no corporate CEO had ever com-
plained about it. Yet even some of her influ-
ential fellow Republicans were on the other
side of the argument. Former Republican
White House hopeful Mitt Romney tweeted
“Take down the #ConfederateFlag at the SC
Capitol. To many, it is a symbol of racial
hatred. Remove it now to honor # Charleston
victims.” President Barack Obama tweeted:
“good point, Mitt.” And current Republican
presidential candidate Jeb Bush echoed
Romney saying in his own tweet that as gov-
ernor he took it down in Florida, and put it in
a “museum.”

Will Green, a young African-American
activist in Columbia, said the flag encouraged
neo-Nazis from out of state to come to South
Carolina, but discouraged investors and gradu-
ate students from moving to the state. “This
flag is lying about us, our state and the kind of
people we are,” Green, who described himself
as “a son of the South,” told the crowd. “We
have to take Southern pride out of the hands
of racists and haters,” he added. “It’s not just
about dead Confederates. It’s about us.”  —AFP
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FRIENDSHIP, New York: The search for
two convicted killers in New York shifted
after possible sightings in the southern
part of the state, 350 miles from the
prison where the men escaped two
weeks ago. New York State Police
spokesman Beau Duffy said officers were
investigating a possible sighting of the
prisoners in Allegany County near the
Pennsylvania border.

A person spotted two men Saturday
near a railroad line in the town of
Friendship, state police said. David
Sweat and Richard Matt escaped June 6
from the Clinton Correctional Facility in
Dannemora, near the Canadian border.
The two broke out of the maximum-
security prison using power tools and
leaving behind dummies under bedcov-
ers in their adjoining cells.

A door-to-door search involving up to
800 law enforcement officers has been
underway since then, concentrated in a
several-mile radius of woods and fields
around the prison in the Adirondacks.
State police moved the search command
post from the prison Saturday to nearby
Cadyville and focused attention on the
other side of the state. They advised the
public to report any suspicious activity
and asked residents who live in the
Friendship area along the New York-

Pennsylvania border to be on alert.
The two men are “very dangerous”

and should not be approached, state
police said.  Several roads around
Friendship were blocked off and police
used helicopters and search dogs in the
hunt. Resident Darryl Ross told The
Leader newspaper he was securing his
property. “I was a little concerned. You
have these guys running around. You
don’t know where they are,” Ross said. “I
have a house with a big cellar and a big
garage. I cleared the house. I had firearm
protection.”Authorities said Friday that
two men fitting the description of Sweat
and Matt had been seen a week ago in
Steuben County, east of Allegany
County. 

Sweat, 35, was serving a life sentence
without parole for kill ing a sheriff ’s
deputy. Matt, 48, was doing 25 years to
life for the 1997 kidnap, torture and
hacksaw dismemberment of his former
boss.  Prison worker Joyce Mitchell
remained in custody Saturday on
charges she helped the two men escape
by providing them hacksaw blades, chis-
els and other tools. She has pleaded not
guilty. Officials said a corrections officer
also has been placed on administrative
leave as part of the investigation into the
men’s escape. —AP
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WASHINGTON: Abortion is back before the
Supreme Court, and the justices could signal by the
end of June whether they are likely to take up the
biggest case on the hot-button subject in nearly a
quarter-century. If the court steps in, the hearing
and the eventual ruling would come amid the 2016
presidential campaign.

The court is considering an emergency appeal
from abortion providers in Texas, who want the jus-
tices to block two provisions of a state law that
already has forced the closure of roughly half the
licensed abortion clinics in the state. Ten of the
remaining 19 clinics will have to shut their doors by
July 1, without an order from the Supreme Court.

The Texas law is among a wave of state meas-
ures in recent years that have placed restrictions on
when in a pregnancy abortions may be performed,
imposed limits on abortions using drugs instead of
surgery and increased standards for clinics and the
doctors who work in them.

The Texas case involves the last of these cate-
gories. The provisions at issue require clinics to
meet hospital-like surgical standards and also call
on doctors who work in the clinics to have admit-
ting privileges at a nearby hospital. Republican
presidential candidate Rick Perry signed the law in
2013 when he was the state’s governor. Backers of
the law say those are common-sense measures
intended to protect women.  Abortion rights
groups say the regulations have only one aim: to
make it harder, if not impossible, for women to get
abortions in Texas.

Women’s right
The case could be attractive to the justices

because it might allow them to give more defini-
tion to the key phrase from their last big abortion
ruling, Planned Parenthood v Casey, in 1992.
States generally can regulate abortion unless
doing so places “an undue burden” on a woman’s
right to get an abortion.

“Courts have been fumbling for years about
what does it mean to be undue under Casey,”
said Priscilla Smith, a Yale Law School professor
and defender of abortion rights. Some abortion
opponents also see the case as a strong candi-
date for Supreme Court review. “The likelihood of
this case getting to the Supreme Court is very
high and I think that’s a good thing,” said Mike
Norton, senior counsel for Alliance Defending
Freedom, a Christian-oriented public interest law
firm.

The justices blocked the two provisions once
before, in November 2014 while the New Orleans-
based 5th US Circuit Court of Appeals was weigh-
ing whether those parts of the law violate a
woman’s right to an abortion. The appeals court
upheld the provisions on June 9 and has since
refused to put its ruling on hold while the clinics

ready their appeal to the Supreme Court. In 2013,
four justices - enough to hear an appeal - said the
high court probably would want to weigh in. In
an earlier phase of the same case, Justice Stephen
Breyer wrote that the court probably would take
up the controversial provisions.

The constitutionality of the new law is a diffi-
cult question, Breyer wrote. “It is a question, I
believe, that at least four members of this court
will wish to consider irrespective of the 5th
Circuit’s ultimate decision,” he said in an opinion
that was joined by the other three liberal justices.
Since then, a different set of judges from the
same appeals court has prevented Mississippi
from enforcing its own admitting privileges
requirement because doing so would close the

last abortion clinic in the state. In that case, the
court said that Mississippi could not force
women to cross state lines to get an abortion.

Defer action 
The state already was seeking Supreme Court

review and the justices could say as early as today
whether they will weigh in, although the Texas
case could cause the justices to defer action in
Mississippi. In Texas, women in the El Paso area in
the western part of the state would have to cross
into New Mexico to reach the nearest clinic. The

appeals court said that wasn’t a problem because
many Texas women in that part of the state already
do so.

Justice Anthony Kennedy’s views are likely to
determine the outcome in this case, as in so many
other divisive issues. Kennedy was one of the three
authors of the Casey opinion that reaffirmed a
woman’s right to an abortion and struck down a
Pennsylvania requirement that women tell their
husbands before getting an abortion. But he also
wrote the 2007 opinion that upheld a federal ban
on an abortion procedure that opponents call par-
tial-birth abortion.

Legal experts on both sides of the issue said
there is no indication that Kennedy might aban-
don his support for abortion rights altogether. But

they differ on how Kennedy will view the clinic
restrictions. “I think he’s quite devoted to the Casey
standard and to the sense of Casey as compro-
mised,” said Smith, who argued the 2007 case at
the Supreme Court. But Carter Snead, a Notre
Dame University law professor and abortion oppo-
nent, said Kennedy generally has been willing to
sustain legal restrictions on abortion. “In fact, dur-
ing his tenure on the court, he has only struck
down one abortion restriction, namely, the spousal
notification provision at issue in Planned
Parenthood v Casey,” Snead said. —AP

Texas abortion law set up 

for Supreme Court review

AUSTIN: In a Tuesday July 2, 2013 file photo, pro-abortion rights supporter Yatzel
Sabat, (left) and anti-abortion protestor Amanda Reed demonstrate at the state
Capitol. —AP


