
ISTANBUL: Two weeks after Turkey’s parliamen-
tary elections, experts agree on one thing: No
one really knows what’s going to happen next.
Turkey’s June 7 election left Turkey’s long-ruling
Justice and Development Party, known by
Turkish acronym AKP, short of the majority it
needs to govern alone, meaning it will have to
turn to at least one of the three opposition par-
ties to secure its hold on government.

Negotiating such a coalition will be compli-
cated by the vitriol of the campaign, the differ-
ences between the four camps and the ambi-
tions of President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, still a
dominant force in Turkish politics despite his
theoretically neutral role as head of state.

“Neither can I or anyone else make any pre-
dictions as to what’s happening,” said Ersin
Kalaycioglu, a professor of Turkish politics at
Sabanci University in Istanbul. Sinan Ciddi, the
director of the Institute of Turkish Studies at
Georgetown University, said he wouldn’t rule
out anything either. “There are as many credible
scenarios out there as there are plausible politi-
cal parties,” he said.

Key constituency 
One of the more credible ones involves a

deal between Turkey’s ruling party and the hard-
line nationalist party MHP, which opposes the
two-year-old peace process with Turkey’s auton-
omy-seeking Kurdish rebels. Both parties sit on
the right wing of Turkish politics, but such a deal
could damage AKP’s relationship with Kurdish
voters, a key constituency.

Alternatively, AKP could swallow its pride
and strike a deal with its arch-nemesis, the secu-
lar CHP. Such a pairing would have an unassail-
able majority, but the rivalry between the two
runs so deep it’s hard to see them acting in tan-
dem. Perhaps most importantly, all the opposi-
tion parties want Erdogan to stay out of politics.
It’s hard to see the notoriously outspoken presi-
dent backing away quietly.

It’s just about conceivable that Turkey’s three
opposition parties, including the leftist HDP,
could all band together and freeze AKP out of

power, a scenario floated by Sukru Kucuksahin, a
columnist for the secular-minded Hurriyet news-
paper. But even he acknowledged that was a
long shot. Ilnur Cevik, a columnist at for the pro-
government Daily Sabah said coalition-building
would be difficult because of “deep-rooted
enmities” although he said a tie-up between
AKP and the nationalists was the most likely bet.
As for an alliance with the secularists, Cevik said,
that would leave a bad taste in supporters’
mouth.

Personal rivalries 
“The grassroots don’t want it,” he said. There

are personal rivalries at play too, with some
observers warning of a struggle within the rul-
ing party itself. One wild card is former President
Abdullah Gul, a co-founder of AKP still popular
within the party. Gul has long been seen as an
Erdogan ally, but a provocative memoir just
published by one of Gul’s former aides reads like
a call for a return to frontline politics. “I can take
Turkey back to those days when its star glit-
tered,” the book quotes Gul as saying.

Then there’s the prospect of political mis-
chief. Lawmakers could be enticed to defect
from the opposition in return for ministerial
appointments, for example. Erdogan’s critics fear
his party could deliberately sabotage coalition
talks, using the instability to argue for a new
election in the hope of clawing back its majority.
“I think that the formation of any government
which would perform would be very difficult
because of Erdogan’s dominance,” said Lale
Kemal, a columnist for Zaman newspaper.

Turks will get an early hint of which way
things are going next week, when lawmakers
are formally sworn in and elect a speaker.
Kalaycioglu, who is critical of Erdogan, said there
might just be a chance that the opposition par-
ties can elect a non-AKP speaker. That, he said,
would be a sign that Erdogan’s political fortunes
were turning after 13 years in power. “If they
can’t do that ... Then I’m afraid it’s the good old
authoritarian politics we’re going to be dealing
with,” Kalaycioglu said. — AP 

I N T E R N AT ION A L
MONDAY, JUNE 22, 2015

BEIRUT: An international medical aid
agency yesterday voiced alarm over a
fuel blockade imposed by the Islamic
State group in northern Syria that it
says is badly hindering relief efforts.
The IS blockade was having an impact
on humanitarian relief activities in a
region devastated by more than four
years of conflict, said Dounia Dekhili,
the Syria program manager for
Doctors Without Borders (MSF).

“Many health facilities and aid
organizations have had to stop or sig-
nificantly reduce their activities
because of the lack of fuel to power
generators and for transportation,” she
told AFP. Dekhili said the fuel shortage
was further complicated by fighting
among various armed groups in the
north of Syria, including between IS
and the Al-Qaeda-affiliated Al-Nusra
Front.

IS controls oil wells and refineries in
eastern Syria, and uses them to put
pressure on areas held by mainstream
rebel groups fighting to topple
President Bashar Al-Assad. MSF said

health authorities in Hama and Idlib, in
central and northwestern Syria, issued
distress call over fuel shortages on
June 15 and 16, with hospitals seeking
help.

Similar appeals have gone out from
Aleppo in the north and Latakia, a
government stronghold on the
Mediterranean coast. Hospitals were in
danger of being forced to close and
“the lives of many Syrians are at even
greater risk,” said Dekhili. “Fuel is need-
ed to power pumps for drinking water,
incubators for newborns and to run
ambulances,” she added. MSF had
begun to supply some fuel but “the
support we provide will only have a
short-term impact,” said Dekhili.

“We therefore call upon all parties
to the Syrian conflict to allow regular
fuel supplies within the country to
meet the massive and immediate
needs of the population.” The agency
has five medical facilities inside Syria
and provides direct support to more
than 100 clinics, health facilities and
field hospitals.—AFP  

Aid agency alarm over fuel blockade in Syria

BAMAKO: Mali’s Tuareg-led rebel alliance signed a
landmark deal on Saturday to end years of unrest in a
nation driven by ethnic divisions and in the grip of a
jihadist insurgency. The Algiers Accord aims to bring
stability to the country’s vast northern desert, cradle of
several Tuareg uprisings since the 1960s and a sanctu-
ary for Islamist fighters linked to Al-Qaeda.

The agreement had already been signed in May by
the government and loyalist militias but the
Coordination of Azawad Movements (CMA), a coali-
tion of rebel groups, had been holding out until
amendments were agreed. Cheers broke out as Sidi
Brahim Ould Sidati, a member of the Arab Movement
of Azawad, put his name to the document on behalf of
the CMA in a televised ceremony at a packed confer-
ence hall in the capital Bamako.

“Trust me-we will make sure that no one is disap-
pointed. We will build a brotherly Mali together,”
President Ibrahim Boubacar Keita told an audience of
northern community leaders and international spon-
sors. “Today is a great day for all us children of Mali.”
Ramtane Lamamra, the foreign minister of Algeria,
which has been leading international efforts to medi-
ate the peace talks, hailed “a new beginning, a new
opportunity and a new destiny for this great Malian
nation”.

‘Moments of doubt’ 
The peace accord, hammered out over months

under the auspices of the UN, calls for the creation of

elected regional assemblies but stops short of autono-
my or federalism for northern Mali, known by locals as
Azawad. The Malian government and several armed
groups signed the document on May 15 in Bamako, in
a ceremony spurned by the CMA.

The rebels finally agreed to commit on June 5 after
winning a stipulation that its fighters be included in a
security force for the north, and for residents of the
region to be represented better in government institu-
tions, among other concessions. UN Secretary-General
Ban Ki-moon congratulated the signatories and medi-
ation team pledging his support for its implementa-
tion. 

“The ultimate responsibility for peace lies with Mali
and the Malians, and the Secretary-General urges all
parties to continue to work in good faith to advance
progress, and to fully implement the provisions of the
ceasefire,” his spokesman said in a statement. Mongi
Hamdi, the head of MINUSMA, the United Nations
peacekeeping mission in Mali, warned that there
would still be “moments of doubt and discourage-
ment, tensions and distrust” on the path to peace.

“The international community will always be with
you but cannot make peace for you,” he said, urging
the opposing sides to show “good faith and goodwill”
in implementing the accord. Mali was shaken by a
coup in 2012 that cleared the way for Tuareg sepa-
ratists to seize towns and cities of the north, an
expanse of desert the size of Texas. Al-Qaeda-linked
militants then overpowered the Tuareg, taking control

of the region for nearly 10 months until they were
ousted in a French-led military offensive.

Hard work ahead 
The country remains deeply divided, with the

Tuareg and Arab populations of the north accusing
sub-Saharan ethnic groups in the more prosperous
south of marginalizing them. Mali has attempted
repeatedly over recent decades to bring stability to
the north, but each agreement has foundered with
the resumption of ethnic violence. 

Mahamadou Djeri Maiga, a senior CMA
spokesman, said international mediation efforts had
“paid off” but warned that the hard work lay ahead.
“We are for peace, but what we want is that the agree-
ment is actually implemented on the ground,” he told
AFP. “Everyone must respect its commitments... We
want peace, we don’t want what has happened with
previous agreements.”

With most Malians fasting in daylight hours dur-
ing the Muslim holy month of Ramadan, the rebels
were due to dine with Keita at the presidential palace
after nightfall, the presidency said. French Defense
Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian is due to travel to
Bamako today to support the peace agreement, a
member of his entourage announced. “He is going
there to demonstrate the presence and support of
France for the agreement, which is indispensible for
the return of peace and development in Mali,” the
source said. — AFP 

BAMAKO: Mali’s President Ibrahim Boubacar Keita (left) embraces Mahamadou Djery Maiga (right), the vice-president and spokesman of the
Transitional Council of the State of Azawad, following the signing of the amended version of the Algerian Accord. — AFP

AKCAKALE: Syrians break their fasting in Sanliurfa province, during the holy month of Ramadan. — AFP 

Mali’s Tuareg-led rebels 

sign historic peace deal
‘A great day for all children of Mali ‘

Questions over Erdogan, 

parties jockey for power

MARDIN: US actress Angelina Jolie, (left) Special Envoy of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees, waves as she arrives for a visit at the Midyat refugee camp. — AP

TEHRAN: Iran’s parliament curtailed its own power to block a
nuclear deal with world powers yesterday, effectively remov-
ing a longstanding threat that a final accord could be torn up
by lawmakers. A draft bill presented on Wednesday, which laid
down strict criteria for Iran to accept any agreement, had
threatened to complicate talks on a final accord, which are
due to be finalized by June 30. However, in a boost to
President Hassan government, key amendments to the pro-
posed legislation will now move the formal supervision of a
deal out of the hands of lawmakers.

The original text had set criteria parliament would have
to say had been met for an agreement to be binding. But the
amended bill instead gives the right of supervision to the
country’s Supreme National Security Council (SNSC). The
council comprises ministers, military commanders and hand-
picked appointees of supreme leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei.

Chaired by Rouhani, who is pushing hard for a nuclear
deal, it is ultimately controlled by Khamenei, who will have the
final word on any nuclear accord. “Whatever decision the
leader takes in this regard, we should obey in parliament,”
speaker Ali Larijani said after 199 MPs voted for the amend-
ments in the 290-member chamber. “We should not tie the
hands of the leader,” he added.

Only three lawmakers opposed the changes and five
abstained, with six not voting and dozens more absent.
Although the sponsor of the original bill, Alaedin Boroujerdi,

the chairman of parliament’s national security and foreign pol-
icy committee, said it was designed to insulate Iran’s negotia-
tors from the West’s “excessive demands”, Larijani suggested
otherwise. “We want to help the country and not create new
problems,” he said, referring to the need to coordinate with
the SNSC.

Inspections still in dispute 
According to the official IRNA news agency Larijani earlier

told Ahmad Tavakoli, a conservative MP critical of the bill being
delayed: “We are not discussing the sale of potatoes, but an
important issue for the country.” Iran and the P5+1 powers
(Britain, China, France, Russia and the United States plus

Germany) agreed the outlines of the nuclear deal on April 2
after intensive talks went past a March 31 deadline. 

Major roadblocks that remain include the West’s ability to
enforce tighter inspections of Iran’s nuclear sites and other facil-
ities. Iranian officials insist there can be no inspections of mili-
tary sites and the legislation published yesterday forbids access
beyond “conventional supervision” of nuclear sites. 

Any deal will still have to be ratified by Tehran’s parliament
but it would be highly unlikely by that stage that lawmakers
would oppose a text approved by the SNSC. The bill stipulates
the need to lift all sanctions imposed on Iran as punishment for
its nuclear program, under which leading states have suspected
the Islamic republic of developing a bomb. However, the
altered draft law is now more specific and says sanctions must
be lifted “on the day Iran starts implementing its obligations,” as
opposed to “on the day of an agreement”.  World powers insist
that Iran’s compliance must be verified if sanctions are to be
removed, despite earlier insistence by Tehran that the meas-
ures, mostly economic, cease immediately. In a sign of greater
flexibility, Rouhani said on June 13 that “weeks or even months
will pass” between signing and implementing the deal, which
involves UN, EU and US sanctions being removed. 

In a measure that mirrors that taken in Tehran, President
Barack Obama has given US lawmakers 30 days to review a
nuclear deal.  Iran denies its nuclear program has military objec-
tives, insisting it is for purely peaceful energy development pur-
poses capable of reducing its reliance on fossil fuels. — AFP 

Iran lawmakers curtailed on power to veto nuclear deal

TEHRAN: Iran’s parliament speaker, Ali Larijani (2nd right) speaks with members of parliament during a session. — AFP 


