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The three levels

of fasting 

Ramadan Kareem

By Hassan T Bwambale

Dear reader, Ramadan is a wonderful month
and is a school for the Muslim because what-
ever he learns and implements during

Ramadan, should be implemented after Ramadan as
well. We should not be only Ramadan Muslims. A
Muslim should behave graciously, k indly and
respectfully all year round.  The following are the
main levels of fasting that a fasting Muslim should
understand well and try his best to be among those
qualified to be in the highest level of fasting. The lev-
els are as follows: 

a. The fast of the masses, which entails abandon-
ing food, drinks and satisfying one’s carnal desires
albeit licitly for some hours. Allah says in Al-Hadeeth
Al-Qudsi describing the situation of a fasting person:
“... he abandons his food, drinks and enjoying his
conjugal rites because of Me. Therefore, fasting is for
Me and I am the one to determine the nature and
amount of rewards for a fasting person.” Majority of
the Muslims fall under this category. 

Continued on Page 13

By B Izzak 

KUWAIT: Former National Assembly Speaker Ali Al-Rashed
said yesterday that he submitted to HH the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber  Al-Sabah and HH the Crown
Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah propos-
als for reforms prepared by a group of experts sponsored
by his group, the Independent Path.

“I was honored with a meeting with HH the Amir and
HH the Crown Prince and presented to them the charter of
reforms by the Independent Path. The reforms were pre-
pared by a number of elite experts,” Rashed, who was the
speaker of the 2012 assembly before it was dissolved,
wrote on his Twitter account.

He did not reveal the contents of the proposals but said
that the details of the proposed reforms will be made pub-
lic at a Ramadan party on Saturday. Rashed, who resigned
from the National Assembly last year in protest against the
lawmakers’ rejection of a grilling against the prime minis-
ter, has been calling for national reconciliation that should
involve opposition groups to overcome the political dead-
lock in the country.

In the meantime, Oil Minister Ali Al-Omair appears to be
headed for a showdown with the National Assembly after
a number of MPs demanded explanation from him over
his accusations and some of them threatened to grill him.

Last month, Omair charged that some big contractors
and executives in the oil sector did not like his appoint-
ment to the post. A number of MPs have demanded that
Omair should name those contractors alluding to suspect-
ed corruption. 

Continued on Page 13

JAKARTA: An Indonesian young girl reads the holy Quran at the Istiqlal mosque in Jakarta yesterday. More
than 1.5 billion Muslims around the world celebrate the month with fast from dawn to dusk and conduct
night prayers. — AFP

DUBAI: Kuwait’s Investment Dar said yesterday that a
Kuwaiti court had rejected the company’s appeal against
a ruling to lift protection it had against legal action by
creditors. The company, which holds a stake in luxury
carmaker Aston Martin, will be reviewing available
options with its advisers over the next few days and
would announce the result of these conversations in the
coming period, it said in a statement.

Investment Dar was one of a clutch of local financial
firms which struggled to refinance debt in the aftermath
of the global economic crisis. It was then one of the first
to reorganize under Kuwait’s Financial Stability Law -
introduced in 2009 to assist debt renegotiations in a
country with opaque bankruptcy rules. As part of that
legislation, Investment Dar secured a halt to all legal cas-

es being brought against the firm in relation to non-pay-
ment of debts to allow it to implement its restructuring.

A court ruling in July last year ruled that legal pro-
tection from creditors would be lifted, although it was
temporarily reinstated in October to allow Investment
Dar to appeal. However, a hearing by the Kuwaiti Court
of Cassation on June 17 rejected the appeal, the state-
ment said.

The court’s decision was final, Investment Dar added.
The company is seeking to agree a 813 million dinar
($2.69 billion) debt restructuring plan with investors.
Some creditors have already said they would reject such
moves though - Kuwait Finance House said in February it
would take all legal measures against Investment Dar to
try and collect the money it is owed. —  Reuters

Kuwait’s court rejects

Investment Dar appeal 

CAIRO: A high-profile Al-Jazeera journalist arrested in
Germany at the request of Egypt said he expected to
soon face a judge who would decide whether or not to
extradite him, in a case likely to raise fresh questions
about Cairo’s crackdown on dissent. Ahmed Mansour, a
leading talk show host on the channel’s Arabic service,
was arrested in Germany on Saturday. His is the latest in a
string of such cases brought by the Egyptian authorities
against Al-Jazeera journalists.

Egypt accuses Al-Jazeera of being a mouthpiece of the
Muslim Brotherhood, the Qatar-
backed Islamist movement
which President Abdel Fattah
Al-Sisi toppled in 2013 when he
was army chief and accuses of
being a terrorist group. Both the
television channel and the
Brotherhood reject the allega-
tions made by Egyptian authori-
ties.

Mansour told Al-Jazeera by
telephone: “The German
authorities told me that we are
dealing with an international
criminal case” and a judge would decide whether he
should be extradited to Egypt.

Cairo’s criminal court sentenced Mansour, who has
dual Egyptian and British citizenship, to 15 years in prison
in absentia last year on the charge of torturing a lawyer in
2011 in Tahrir Square, the focus of the popular uprising
that toppled veteran leader Hosni Mubarak.

Jazeera said at the time the charge was false and an
attempt to silence Mansour, known to viewers across the
Arab world. Saad Djebbar, a lawyer for Al-Jazeera, said
Mansour was arrested unexpectedly on Saturday as he
tried to board a Qatar Airways flight to Doha.

“This is a very serious development,” Djebbar said. “We
knew that the Egyptians were going to set such a trap to
harass our journalists and that is what has happened.”

Continued on Page 13

Al-Jazeera journalist 

to face judge soon 

Ahmed Mansour

NEW DELHI: Thousands of participants perform
yoga on Rajpath in New Delhi on the first
International Yoga Day yesterday.— AFP
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KUWAIT: People enjoy a meal inside the Jumeirah Messilah Beach Hotel and Spa. Restaurants and hotels are often occupied from dusk till dawn in Ramadan as they serve iftar, ghabka and suhour meals
throughout the holy month. —Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

‘I am most grateful
for people’s love’

By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: Celebrities, politicians, athletes, actors and criminals typically dominate
headlines. Meanwhile, billions of people go about their lives away from the media
spotlight. All of them - regardless of their age, gender, nationality or occupation -
have a story to tell. This Ramadan, Kuwait Times wants to shift the conversation to
the ordinary folks that make up the majority of this country. By listening to their sto-
ries and recognizing their humanity, we can remind ourselves and hopefully our
readers of the ties that bind us all together as a species. 

Kuwait Times interviewed Habiba Harkous, a 29-year-old public relations executive
in one of the advertising agencies, and asked her about her story and the lessons
she has learned so far.
Kuwait Times (KT): Describe your happiest moment?
Harkous: When I graduated from the university, this was my happiest moment,
since this was my dream since I was a child to complete my studies.
KT: Name somebody who had great influence on your life and what important les-
sons did you learn from that person?
Harkous: My mother influenced me the most. I know that she loves me from the
bottom of her heart without any [hidden] interest, so her advices are for my good,
always. The most important lesson I learned is to take care of my health and not to
neglect it. 
KT: What is your happiest memory from your childhood? 
Harkous: The memory of my birthday parties, since my parents used to hold big
parties for me on each of my birthdays; and all my friends still remember it. Also a
happy memory from my childhood is when I was travelling with my parents. Each
trip has a special memory.  
KT: If you could do anything in your life, what would it be and why? 
Harkous: If I could choose something incredible it would be to read people’s minds.
In this way I will know how to deal with them. This would make my life great.
KT: What are you most grateful for in your life? 
Harkous: I am most grateful for people’s love, enjoying good health and having my
family around me.
KT: What are some of your favorite things to do in life? 
Harkous: I enjoy sports, spending time with my family and friends, and educating
myself systematically. 
KT: What are you most proud of and why?
Harkous: I am proud that I graduated from the university the most and that I am
working at an international agency, which will add to my CV (curriculum vitae) and
career. 
KT: Do you have any regrets?
Harkous: Yes, I regret that I did not study journalism which was my dream. 

KUWAIT VOICES
By Nawara Fattahova

Kuwait Times is publishing a daily review of three
Kuwaiti soap operas aired on Al Rai TV. Here is
the review of the third episodes of the serials:

‘Qabil lil Kaser’
Ali’s father dies at the hospital due to a heart
attack after meeting Ali and his uncle. Yet Ali
doesn’t forgive him, and on the same day goes to
a party in which he is the DJ. Jinan goes to the

gym and exercises strenuously. After some time,
she is in pain and after taking her to the hospital,
they find the fetus is dead due to a miscarriage.
Sulaiman admits to his sister he squandered KD 6
million of his wife’s money. 

Rakan, Ali’s friend, is at the mall, where he
meets Wed, a student at the school where
Hadeel teaches. She shares the table with him to
eat her meal, but refuses to talk to him, so he
leaves. He is still at the mall when three guys try
to harass her. Rakan defends her, but one of the
men stabs him and he is admitted to the hospi-
tal. People record the fight and post it on social
media, and this is how his family knows about it.      

‘Ummina Rwehit al Jannah’
Fatma is following all her seven children to find
out more about their lives. Fajer is suffering from
hallucinations due to the drugs she is taking. Her
daughter tells her grandmother that the reason
behind this is her paternal grandmother who
told her son bad things about her mother. Fahd’s
wife wants a divorce. Futuh spray paints the car
of her sister Fayza accusing her of “stealing hus-
bands”, and only Fatma sees this.  

Faisal falls on the pitch and is unable to move

during a match, after he was hit in his spine. All
his siblings go to the hospital to find that Faisal is
paralyzed. They start discussing what will hap-
pen and who will take care of him. Fatma, who is
there from the beginning and is listening to
everything, cannot stop herself telling them she
is their mother. All of them rebuff her except Dr
Fawzi, who says he still loves her. Faroug recalls
the bad memories when she left him with their
drug addict father.  

‘Thakira min Waraq’ 
Najd wakes up and can breathe. She wants to
get out of her room but Mashael, her room-
mate, has locked her in the house. When she
comes back, she opens the windows as gas has
filled the apartment because she forgot boiling
coffee on the stove and left. Najd takes her
belongings and leaves the house. Shouq, the
new roommate of Noora, another Kuwaiti stu-
dent in Germany, finds out Noora has an artifi-
cial leg.  

Fajer, who shaves her hair completely, is suf-
fering from some psychological illness. She
goes to the university and talks to the doctor,
who advises her that her will should be strong
to get well and medicine is not the solution.

KUWAIT: Ambassador of the Republic of Djibouti Mohammad Ali Moumin hosted a reception at Regency Hotel recently on the occasion of 38th
Anniversary of the National Independence Day. Senior officials, diplomats and media personalities attended the event.—Photos by Joseph Shagra

Ramadan soap opera’s review

Thakira min waraq’s poster
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Who cares?

Good morning my blessed readers and I wish you a
blessed month and forgiveness from Allah Almighty. In
this article, I would like to pinpoint on many critical

issues that are neglected and not being given any attention by
authorities either concerning citizens or expatriates.

The National Assembly is keeping eyes and ears closed
about such issues and is concerned with benefits MPs are get-
ting, in addition to settling disputes and fights among each oth-
er. The government, meanwhile, is also doing very little to try to
find appropriate solutions to such harsh and complicated issues
that really affect the living conditions of both nationals and
expatriates.
Let me phrase my article through some points:

* The rent of apartments is skyrocketing for all segments of
the society compared to a few years back. Who cares?

* Prices of fruits, vegetables and necessities vary from one
cooperative society to another while the cooperative union is
keeping its eyes closed on that. It is normal to see one commod-
ity priced at KD 1 and find it somewhere else at KD 1.5 for exam-
ple. Who cares?

* Taxi drivers have their own fares and one can end up in a
fight due to the unfair price. The Ministry of Interior must seri-
ously interfere in this issue, set an acceptable and just taxi fair
and stop the current fair of 150 fils at takeoff which is unjust for
them. Who cares?

* There has to be a solution to the greed exercised by the
majority of residential buildings’ janitors (haris) who have con-
trol on who rents a flat depending on who pays the highest bid.
I have never in my whole life seen this happening in modern
countries. What I know is that you can give the haris a reason-
able and satisfactory tip and take the flat. Nowadays, many of
them when asked if there was a vacancy, their answer is ‘no’ as
they can tell who can be an easy prey for their greedy minds.
Who cares?

* Who can stop many police investigators from being so
mean and impolite to both Kuwaitis and non-Kuwaitis? It is nor-
mal for them to have you wait outside for 5 hours if you express
anger and dissatisfaction. They can turn the case against you if
they want. The majority of them do not have the time and
mood to go out with you to inspect your car if it was involved in
an accident, and would only tell you to go take a photo of your
car and bring it to him. I think many can turn the story around
on the spot of the accident without the inspector being present.
Who cares?

* Who can stop some employers from being oppressive
against their domestic workers? When can we see the contract
between the employer and the domestic worker being imple-
mented, and the worker is granted his or her full rights accord-
ing to the contract? Why is it always that the worker is to blame?
Why is it that when the victimized worker goes to the police sta-
tion he or she would be yelled at and kicked out of the appara-
tus? Why is it that all employers are right and all workers are
wrong? Why don’t the investigators and police carefully listens
to both sides’ points of view and then decide rather than mak-
ing the worker always to blame? Who cares?

* Why is it that entering the Ministry of Social Affairs and
Labor’s building feels as if you are entering Guantanamo? Why
does it take months sometimes for a case to be settled? Why do
you have to bring wasta (connections) with you to get your case
done? Who can discipline some workers of the ministry if they
were impolite with the clients? Whenever you want to see the
manager, he or she is always in a meeting or some other obliga-
tion. Who cares?

* When will the authorities re-open the family visa for our
Pakistani brethrens who have been separated from their loved
ones? It is really hard for family members to be far away from
each other while seeing other nationalities having no problems
bringing in their relatives. Who cares?

* When can we be able to drive smoothly on the road rather
than being on a rollercoaster? When will the roads be clean
again with no missing manhole covers and holes everywhere?
When will the mountain-like speed bumps be removed? Who
cares?

* When will the bad sponsors be really punished? When will
those who trade in persons be penalized? Who cares?

* When will we see the phenomenon of runaway house-
keepers and workers stop? Who cares?

* A little comparison between the prices of medicines here
in Kuwait and Saudi Arabia is worth of contemplation. But who
cares?

Until the next article insha’Allah

In my view

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: A two-car collision on Sixth Ring
Road closed the road that leads to Salmi
border area. Both drivers had to be taken to
hospital. In another accident, a truck and a
car collided near South Surra, and two peo-
ple were injured. Meanwhile, Subhan fire
center rushed to the site of a car accident
on King Faisal Road. Two citizens were
trapped and had to be taken to hospital. In
another car crash, firefighters and rescue
teams were recently dispatched to a crash
along the Sixth Ring Road where three citi-
zens were trapped inside their vehicles.
Heavy machinery had to be used to cut the
wreckage and release the three passengers
before sending them to hospital for treat-
ment. 

House fire in Firdous
A fire broke out in a Firdous house resulting in
a citizen and her three children suffering
burns while four other members of the family

suffered smoke inhalation. It is thought the
fire started when an air conditioning cylinder
exploded. Those suffering burns were taken
to Babtain burn center for treatment of sec-
ond and third degree burns (critical).
Meanwhile, another fire broke out last night
in a Shuwaikh industrial area auto spare parts
store, said security sources. Firefighters man-
aged to control the fire without any casual-
ties. In Salwa, an Asian man was killed when
hit by a vehicle yesterday. The Kuwaiti driver
waited for police and the victim’s body was
recovered by the coroner. 

Reckless driver hits police car
Jahra police arrested a citizen who collided
with a patrol car and attempted to escape
afterwards. Police responded to a call about
reckless driving in Al-Oyoun area and sent a
patrol to check the report. The driver, on spot-
ting the patrol car, attempted to escape and
instead hit the patrol. He was caught but
when he was placed in the patrol car, he
attempted to escape again and resisted secu-
rity men. He faces charges of damaging oth-
ers property and resisting the police.

Central prison fight
Riot police were called in to interfere and
break up a bloody fight at the central prison.
Three Kuwaitis were injured in the brawl and
taken to the prison hospital. A security source
said the fight took place between inmates
from one family of bedoons and several
Kuwaitis. Prison cameras documented the
fight and determined the participants.
Weapons used in the fight included cooking
utensils. Investigations are underway.

Overview
Kuwait is an important ally located in the critical Arabian Gulf
region and a valued partner in promoting policies that strength-
en regional security and stability. Kuwait is a key partner in the
Global Coalition to Counter the Islamic State in Iraq and the
Levant (ISIL). Kuwait hosted the Global Coalition to Counter ISIL’s
Communications Conference on October 27, attended by dele-
gations from the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) member
states and other partner countries. Discussions centered on
how to combat ISIL and violent extremism in the region,
degrade and defeat ISIL’s messaging, and confront and contest
its presence in the information space. Over the reporting period,
Kuwait showed a full commitment to countering the ISIL threat
through its humanitarian and logistic contributions to coalition
efforts. This included taking steps to reduce ISIL’s access to
financing, cracking down on suspected ISIL supporters, and
providing humanitarian assistance to displaced persons prima-
rily from Syria, but also to displaced people in Iraq.

According to media reports, Kuwait implemented new secu-
rity measures to prevent possible terrorist attacks on its soil.
Deputy PM and Interior Minister Sheikh Mohammed al-Khalid
Al-Sabah announced a new security team of 80 officers to
counter violent extremist threats. On December 5, media
reported that state security forces had foiled a terrorist attack
planned by an ISIL-affiliated terrorist cell of 12 persons, two of
whom were former police officers. The Jahra-based cell had
allegedly planned to carry out a number of bombings at civilian
and government sites.

Legislation, Law Enforcement, and Border Security
On December 14, a draft law was introduced in parliament

criminalizing terrorism and stipulating harsh punishments for it.
The legislator who introduced the bill explained that regional
circumstances and terrorist threats to Kuwait necessitated a law
specifically criminalizing terrorism. Terrorist acts are currently
prosecuted under general provisions of the penal code.

In 2014, Kuwait security forces arrested several suspected
members and sympathizers of ISIL. The Kuwait State Security
(KSS) service reported it had received information that some of

the defendants had gone to Syria and Iraq and had fought with,
or contributed financially to, violent extremists. KSS also handed
over an unidentified number of Saudi nationals, suspected of
ISIL links, to the Saudi authorities.

In December, media reports quoted a source within the
Ministry of the Interior (MOI) as saying that approximately 10
employees were terminated when it was discovered they had
travelled to either Iraq or Syria to participate in fighting. On
December 18, a criminal court jailed three Arab (non-Kuwaiti)
supporters of ISIL. The court also sentenced a Kuwaiti to 10
years in jail for urging support of the terrorist group and also for
insulting Kuwait’s ruler in public. An Egyptian and a Jordanian
were handed four-year sentences for helping the Kuwaiti dis-
tribute pro-ISIL leaflets. It was the first such court ruling against
supporters of ISIL. The courts were examining several similar
cases at year’s end.

Law enforcement units had the capacity to detect, deter, and
respond to terrorist incidents, but were often hindered by inter-
nal stove-piping. Kuwait’s primary counterterrorism organiza-
tions, the MOI and Kuwait National Guard (KNG), are well-
resourced and have plentiful training opportunities. Under the
auspices of the Joint and Combined Exchange Training (JCET)
program, the Embassy’s Office of Military Cooperation has heav-
ily and consistently engaged with local counterterrorism units
for both training and bilateral exercises in an effort to match
capabilities with resources. Because MOI also includes the coun-
try’s criminal investigative apparatus and border protection mis-
sion, it has broad latitude with respect to investigations and
border security. MOI is also generally considered to be the sin-
gle point of contact for incident response; some terrorism-relat-
ed matters fall under the prerogative of its semi-autonomous
arm, KSS. Law enforcement units generally have a record of
accountability. 

On June 29, media reported that MOI had instructed its
forces at border crossings to remain on high alert in anticipation
of possible attacks by ISIL militants. The ministry instructed offi-
cers to intensify their security procedures at all borders after it
received “confirmed information” that ISIL might try to enter
Kuwait via land or sea ports.

Countering the Financing of Terrorism
Kuwait is a member of the Middle East North Africa Financial

Action Task Force, a Financial Action Task Force (FATF)-style
regional body. It took initial steps in 2014 to implement bylaws
to Law 106 of 2013, which govern the criminalization of terrorist
financing - including a requirement to report suspected terrorist
financing that creates the legal basis to freeze terrorist assets
without delay. In April, the Cabinet issued Ministerial
Resolutions 4 and 5, mandating the establishment of a ministe-
rial-level counterterrorism committee (CTC) and stipulating the
creation of mechanisms to implement UN Security Council
Resolutions 1267 and 1373, including the freezing of assets.  

Kuwait froze accounts and banned travel for the five Kuwaiti
individuals added to the UN Al-Qaeda Sanctions Committee list
in 2014. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs established and chaired
the CTC, on which 11 governmental bodies were represented.
The CTC met regularly to execute Kuwait’s Anti-Money
Laundering (AML)/Counterterrorism Financing (CFT) obliga-
tions under UNSCRs and domestic regulations.

Additionally, Kuwait established the Kuwaiti Financial
Intelligence Unit (KFIU) in 2013. It named its first president in
February and opened a temporary office and started to process
limited types of suspicious transaction reports (STRs) in June. By
November, the KFIU was working and improving its capacity to
receive and analyze STRs. It is not publicly known if any have
resulted in investigations or criminal proceedings.

In July, Kuwait re-established a working-level National
Committee for Combating Money Laundering and Terrorist
Financing. Chaired by the president of the KFIU, it consists of the
11 governmental bodies represented on the CTC.

Despite progress, vulnerabilities remain in Kuwait’s CFT
regime. Though Kuwait regulates donations to and spending by
licensed charities, unlicensed fundraisers are able to operate on
social media and raise and send funds through other unofficial
channels. The KFIU does not oversee many sectors of the econo-
my, such as money transfer businesses, according to interna-
tional standards. The CTC currently disseminates additions to
the lists via facsimile, as well as by note. Financial institutions
electronically monitor the UN lists directly. The CTC plans to set

up a website that will post both UN and domestic designations.
Financial institutions will be required by regulators to check the
online list for updates on a regular basis.

For further information on money laundering and financial
crimes, see the 2014 International Narcotics Control Strategy
Report (INCSR), Volume 2, Money Laundering and Financial
Crimes: http://www.state.gov/j/inl/rls/nrcrpt/ index.htm.

Regional and International Cooperation
As in previous years, the Kuwaiti Armed Forces, KNG, and

MOI conducted a number of exercises aimed at responding to
terrorist attacks, including joint exercises with regional and
international partners. Kuwait also cooperated regionally and
internationally on counterterrorism, for example, conducting
joint training programs with the United States and working with
governments to conduct missions and exchange information.
Kuwait held the GCC’s and Arab League’s rotating presidencies
in 2014. During the reporting period, Kuwaiti officials issued
statements encouraging enhanced cooperation among GCC
and Arab League members. Kuwait was the only GCC member
not to ratify the Gulf Security Pact.

Countering Radicalization to Violence and Violent Extremism
In 2014, Kuwait began issuing weekly circulars to all mosques

with approved language for Friday sermons and instructions to
avoid extremist or sectarian language. It began broadcasts of
“Kuwait Youth Radio,” which included public service announce-
ments promoting social cohesion and religious tolerance, and
also announced formation of the Higher Commission for the
Promotion of Moderation, the main goal of which was to count-
er violent extremist ideology through education. Media reported
that an agreement was reached in September between the MOI
and the Ministry of Awqaf (Islamic endowments) and Islamic
Affairs to form a joint committee to monitor Friday sermons to
ensure imams were not addressing any political or sectarian
issues. Over the reporting period, the Ministry of Awqaf and
Islamic Affairs referred 16 imams for investigation and deported
one Egyptian imam under the Mosques Charter, which prohibits
promoting sectarianism, radicalization, and incitement.

SPECIAL REPORT

US State Department: Report on Terrorism 2014 - Kuwait

KUWAIT: In line with directives
from His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah, the government led by
HH the Prime Minister Sheikh
Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah, is eager to cooperate with
the judicial power, Minister of
Justice and Awqaf and Islamic
Affairs Yaqoub Al-Sane has said.
This helps guarantee independ-
ence of the judiciary, and meet

the demands of judges and pros-
ecutors, Sane said in a statement
yesterday.

Minister Sane met last
Thursday and Saturday with
Acting Chairman of the Supreme
Judicial Council Judge Yousef Al-
Mutawa, President of Court of
Appeal Counselor Mohammad
Bin-Naji and Public Prosecutor
Dherar Al-Asousi. It was a fruitful
meeting that discussed all

demands of the members of the
judiciary regarding the law of the
judiciary, Sane said.

Both sides reached a consen-
sus on elements likely to realize
independence of the judiciary
members as well as cooperation
between the judicial and execu-
tive powers,  he noted. The
Minister stressed that he wel-
comes any views from the judges
or prosecutors on the new bill.

In the meantime,  the
Supreme Judicial  Counci l
emphasized in a press statement
mutual understanding on rein-
forcing independence of the
judiciary or fulfilling the rights
and financial demands of judges.
The Council  quashed recent
media reports referring to differ-
ences of  views between the
Council and the Minister on the
draft bill. — KUNA

Govt keen on cooperation

with judiciary: Minister

By A Saleh

KUWAIT: MP Ahmed Al-Qudhaibi
stressed that he would f i le his
planned grilling motion against Oil
Minister Ali Al-Omair within a few
days if the minister’s responses to his
inquiries were not satisfactory. 

Paid leave
MP Mohammad Al-Jabri yesterday

filed a proposal to grant all employees
working at government ministries and
establishments paid leave on the last
ten days of Ramadan, when Muslims
go to mosques on I’tikaaf (a period of
retreat in a mosque for worship). 

Municipality law
A disagreement between the par-

liament and the government resulted
in delaying the approval of a new
municipality law, which if passed,
would cancel Law Number 5/2005.
The parliamentary public facilities
committee accused the government
of the delay. 

Ports violations   
Ports Public Authority Director

Sheikh Yousef Al-Abdullah Al-Sabah
recently stressed the authority’s keen-
ness on cooperating with the audit
bureau with regards to the reported
violations by the authority over the
past few years. Sheikh Yousef added
that a special investigation committee
from within and outside the authority
will start investigating the violations
listed in the audit bureau’s report. 

Motorists injured in

flurry of accidents

Qudhaibi threatens

to grill Omair

Man arrested for

fighting with IS
By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: A citizen was recently arrested
on returning from Syria where he
fought with Islamic State (IS) insurgents,
said security sources. The public prose-
cution ordered the suspect’s detention
for 10 days at the central prison pend-
ing investigations, the sources added. 

Husseiniya vandal jailed
A citizen accused of deliberately

damaging a Husseiniya (Shiite mosque)
was recently sentenced to three months
prison with labor.  

Mechanic killed
An unidentif ied mechanic was

recently killed when a vehicle fell on top
of him while he was underneath trying

to repair it in an Abdali farm, said securi-
ty sources. 

Maid beats senior
A female senior citizen reported that

her maid had insulted her and beat her
with a stick when they were left alone at
home. The maid was arrested pending
further investigations. 

Beggars targeted
Public security Ramadan plan focus-

es on pursuing beggars,  securing
mosques and other places of worship
as well  as shopping malls.  Security
patrols will also work to prevent traffic
congestion, irresponsible young men
from harassing families in addition to
tracking down wanted people, said
security sources.  

KUWAIT: Fire fighters combat fire that broke out in a spare parts shop in the industri-
al area of Shuwaikh yesterday. Fire fighters from Shuwaikh, Ardhiya and back-up
centers responded to the fire and put it under control.
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KUWAIT: Zain, the leading telecommu-
nications company in Kuwait,
announced the successful launch of its
annual Ramadan ‘Iftar Al Saem’ initiative
to provide fasting individuals with iftar
meals as part of its extensive Corporate
Social Responsibility program during
the Holy Month of Ramadan. The com-
pany distributes over 50,000 iftar meals
throughout the holy month, reaching
over 1700 daily meals in three different
iftar halls in Jileeb Al-Shuyoukh,
Hawalli, and Farwaniya. 

Zain considers the annual ‘Iftar
Saem’ initiative, which comes for the

tenth consecutive time this year, a
main pillar of its comprehensive CSR
campaign during the Holy Month. The
iftar meal banquets that are supervised
by Zain’s staff are spread in three main
halls in different locations in Kuwait as
part of a strategy to cover the most
populated areas of Kuwait in order to
assure the maximum amount of indi-
viduals’ iftar needs are covered. 

Zain stressed that Ramadan pres-
ents a special occasion for the compa-
ny to communicate and interact with
the community it operates in through
its extensive CSR campaign. Zain’s

team started preparing for the iftar
campaign prior to the coming of
Ramadan to assure the process of dis-
tributing more meals to a larger geo-
graphical footprint goes smoothly. 

Zain concluded that this campaign
is part of the organization’s growing
support for charitable and social ori-
ented programs, and is a reflection of
its Corporate Social Responsibility
strategy. One such program Zain
organized before the start of the holy
month featured the distribution of
“Machla Boxes” to underprivileged
families. 

Zain distributes over 50,000 iftar meals throughout Ramadan

Photo
o f  t h e  d a y

A photograph from the book ‘Faces of Kuwait’ by Jack Wozniak (researched by Mahmoud Zakariya) shows a girl wearing the ‘Bukhnak;’ a traditional dress worn by little girls in old Kuwait.

KUWAIT: Kuwait Municipality teams recently launched inspection campaigns in Salmiya to remove abandoned
vehicles and check public cleanliness. The campaign came based on instruction of Kuwait Municipality Director
Ahmad Al-Subaih. — By Hanan Al-Saadoun
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Ministry of Interior’s Undersecretary Lieutenant General Suleiman Al-
Fahad greets HH the Amir.

Army Chief of Staff Lieutenant General Mohammed Al-Khoder greets HH
the Amir.  — Amiri Diwan photos

HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah receives
greetings from Egyptian Ambassador Abdulkareem Suleiman.

Saudi Ambassador Abdulaziz Al-Fayez greets HH the Amir. Iraqi Ambassador Mohammad Bahr Al-Uloum greets HH the Amir.

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
is greeted by Dean of the Diplomatic Corps and Ambassador of Senegal
Abdul Ahad Mbacke. 

Amir, Sabah Family receive well-wishers for third day
KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, HH the
Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-

Jaber  Al -Sabah and Al-Sabah fami ly
received heads of diplomatic missions, sen-
ior Army, Police, National Guard and Fire

Department officers, and citizens and expa-
triates. The reception, held at Bayan Palace
for the third day running Saturday, was held

on the occas ion of  the holy  month of
Ramadan. The reception reflected the spirit
of the one family and fraternity of Kuwait,

Amiri Diwan said in a statement, wishing a
happy return for such occasion with bless-
ings on all. — KUNA
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Nostalgia is hitting hard deep within our souls. The
bright past is the years we lived back in the 1950s,
1960s and 1970s. Years that are still passionately

remembered by people belonging to my generation - the
one that came to this world during the post-Second World
War era when oil was discovered in Kuwait. My generation
still remembers the monthly concerts at Al-Andalus
Cinema, the Bolshoi, Um Kalthoum and many Arab
artistes’ shows. They also yearn back to the days of the
father of Kuwaiti tourism, the late Saleh Shehab, when
folkloric bands used to perform in the open public yards
and squares.

They still remember the New Year’s Eve concerts in var-
ious hotels. They remember KTV during the days of the
late information minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Ali and long
hours of enchanting singing in the programs it showed.
They still remember libraries packed with Marxist litera-
ture next to the literature of Sayyed Qotob such as ‘In the
Shadows of Quran’ and other books. 

In addition, I have been occasionally seeing photos of
pre-revolution Iran on social media networks where girls
were dressed in casual attire on various beaches. I also see
photos from Kuwait during the days of the ‘minijupe’ (in
French) or miniskirt. Even Jeddah looked brighter and
more civilized those days compared to modern days when
religious police are everywhere and its members happily
rejoicing the destruction of an oud or some tambours
(musical instruments). Most women in most Arab coun-
tries were neither veiled nor wore niqabs, but things grad-
ually changed when these two attires became dominant.
Yesterday’s clean-shaven men’s faces have changed and
are now covered with long and thick or short-trimmed
beards. 

Nostalgic people believe that the more conservative
present is exceptional and see it as a ‘setback’ towards the
dark ages (as many of them describe it). They argue that
this would not have happened if it were not for the
Iranian Revolution, the 1967 defeat, replacing Arab
nationalism by religious nationalism, conservative GCC
regimes adaptation of more extreme values to fight left-
ism, America’s betting on extreme religious movements
and supporting them during the Cold War years, the con-
stant Israeli aggression, Arab regimes’ defeats and sup-
pression of their peoples - the reasons are endless for this
state of liberal ‘setback’ or retreat (as if we did really have
true liberal culture as I am arguing).  

Some of those reasons, or all of them, might be true.
Yet, we eventually have to wonder if we are actually expe-
riencing an exceptional phase in regional peoples’ history
or if the whole region is going through a phase of normal
historic development. In the beginning of the 1990s, Dr
Saaduddin Ibrahim described the historic phase, which
was more socially open than it was politically, as ‘liberal
moments’, which a very accurate description because a
‘moment’ is temporary and does not last long. So, review-
ing our ‘liberal moments’ and nostalgic visions of those
days and years, we will realize that they were the excep-
tion and that social and religious values’ domination had
always existed ever since the rule of the Ottoman
caliphate until it fell. 

The liberal moments started with openness to the West
and its progress after Napoleon’s campaign in Egypt and
lasted till the days of Mohammed Ali and his successors.
They resulted in producing icons like Lotfy Al-Sayyed, Ismael
Mazhar, Salamah Moussa and Taha Hussein before those
moments, then faded with the spread of Mawdudi, Hassan
Al-Banna and Khomeini’s ideas. Years went by until the Arab
Spring’s failure because of the powers that wished to keep
things as is. However, throughout all those phases, an illu-
sion has been controlling the minds of many nostalgic peo-
ple that our present is the exception and that we have to go
back to old ‘openness’ days as many Arab and Islamic people
wish. Is this true? —Translated by Kuwait Times

Liberal dream 

illusions

Al-Jarida

By Hassan Al-Essa

Al-Jarida

It so often happens that on your way to meet a senior
official, you are usually met by a smiling secretary who
tells you that her boss is busy and asks you to come

again the following day. You, however, are absolutely sure
that her boss was simply sitting lazily inside doing noth-
ing. In such instances, one realizes that it is the secretaries
who run everything in so many cases, and not the man-
agers or the senior officials they work for. 

The secretary is becoming the real manager in so
many places: she knows all the secrets about the nature
of the job; she is solely responsible for the official’s per-
sonal affairs; she is authorized to nominate people for
promotions, raises and bonuses. She can even fire those
who disobey her orders, which makes many people blind-
ly obey her, out of fear, and to get their errands attended
to. All this happen since the official or manager fully
authorizes her to do so. 

The same applies for so many ‘harises’ or building
superintendents. The haris is fully authorized by the own-
er to run a building or a complex the way he wishes. You
would have to bribe him to rent an apartment. You would
also have to bribe him to have him consider you and let-

ting you know once an apartment becomes vacant and
rentable and avoid a denial that any vacant apartments
existed. He would only rent flats to those who pay more. 

Those harises usually set very strict rules for their
buildings, especially to restaurants’ delivery men who are
banned entry unless they get taxed. Most restaurants
agree to such terms rather than lose their regular cus-
tomers. 

The haris would also force tenants to pay him to wash
their vehicles or to have it washed by someone else. He is
profiting either way. He would also ban installing a satel-
lite dish unless it’s through him. A haris’ monthly income
in this case may go up to KD 3,000 or more because of the
orders he gets. They continue fattening their wallets and
bank accounts while the landlords and owners know
nothing about what they do for as long as they get their
thousands of dinars by the end of each month. 

Secretaries and harises are two faces of the same coin,
and ought to be closely watched and monitored because
of the great impact their practices may have on many
people. 

—Translated by Kuwait Times

Of secretaries and ‘harises’

Al-Anbaa

By Sami Al-Khorafi

United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon did
not forget to remind the disputing parties in
Yemen that the month of Ramadan is approaching

and it is the month of fasting and getting closer to Allah,
so you fighting Muslims should return to your God and
stop fighting with each other.

Did those Muslims need someone to remind them of
their religion’s way, the life of their Prophet (peace be
upon him), and the book of their God, to return to their
wisdom and cease the bombardments, destruction and
killing? Did not their God say “the believers are but broth-
ers?” So why do they not recognize it so that others can
come to them? 

I think Ban Ki-moon thought a lot about what to say to
those Muslim combatants and how to influence their feel-
ings. Is it by reminding them with international laws or UN
resolutions or human rights or with their local laws? 

Ban Ki-moon may have told himself, “I will remind
them of their religion, and the month of Ramadan, during
which time they fast; so maybe that will remind them of
their mistake of killing, fighting, and bombing women and
children. But if no religion deters them, and fasting does
not stop their fighting, then nothing else will be of use.”

Now, is it possible for Ban Ki-moon’s ‘reminder’ to be an
example and reminder that stops bombardment of the
innocent?

Among the contradictions and painful realities is that
Muslims cannot stop their wars and fighting through
mediation from Muslims because they lost trust towards
each other. And the brotherhood that Allah ordered them
to have became enmity and fighting, wars, bombard-
ments and destruction.

Maybe the reminder of the Secretary-General is an evi-
dence of the loss of Muslims and the loss of the compass
of the right path. This calls upon their wise people to hurry
and compel reconciliation between combatants and force
them to stop the bombardment, which does not have
mercy on rocks, children, a woman or the elderly. It is not
sensible for this chaos, loss, bombardment and destruc-
tion to go on in the month of Allah, the month of good-
ness, the month of fasting and worship.

What we hope for is that the thought of the Secretary-
General to be correct, when he thought that reminding
Muslims with the month of fasting may be the best help
for them to stop a war that weakens them. So, will the
idea of Ban Ki-Moon be correct? I hope so.

— Translated by Kuwait Times

UN Secretary-General

reminds us of fasting

Al-Qabas

By Abdelmohsen Jamal

Crime
R e p o r t

Sponsor accused of maid’s

torture, imprisonment

KUWAIT: A Filipina domestic helper accused her employer
of keeping her locked inside his house for three years in
addition to torturing her by beating and burning her body.
The maid was taken to the hospital after escaping then
sought refuge at the Philippines embassy. She told officials
there that she suffered torture for three years while at her
sponsor’s home and was forbidden to leave. An embassy
employee took the woman to the hospital to obtain a med-
ical report stating her injuries in preparation for legal
action. Separately, a citizen reportedly punched his African
maid several times so she went to the hospital and then
obtained a medical report. The woman then went to the
police station to file a complaint against her sponsor.

Pregnant maid

A domestic helper was sent to criminal detectives
when her sponsor found out she was pregnant. It was
later found that she had a relationship with a compa-
triot and would meet him in his Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh res-
idence, while telling her sponsor that she was going to
Mirqab.

Pakistani found dead 

The body of a Pakistani man was recovered by the coroner
at a bachelor’s residence in Farwaniya. Authorities are
checking whether foul play was involved in the man’s
death.

Police insulted

A citizen was taken to Salmiya police station for insult-
ing a police officer. A traffic policeman told the station
that the man started verbally insulted him after he
stopped him for a traffic violation. A case was filed
against the citizen.

Work

Stabbed by friend

A Gulf national was stabbed in the thigh by an old friend
when they met in the parking lot of Taima cooperative.
Charges of attempted murder were filed and police are
looking for the suspect.

Unlawful entry

A citizen was charged with trespassing when he
entered east Doha station late at night. On question-
ing, police found that the suspect works for a company
operating inside the station.

Drug arrests

Ahmadi police arrested three citizens in possession of nar-
cotics and paraphernalia, following resistance and
attempting to escape. Patrolling officers were in Fintas
when they spotted an SUV with three persons inside. The
vehicle was searched and the drugs were found, including
drug paraphernalia. In another incident, an Egyptian shisha
master justified the presence of four hashish joints in his
luggage upon his arrival in Kuwait that it was for his use.
The man was sent to Drugs Control General Department
(DCGD). Also, an expatriate was sent to DCGD after being
arrested with a mixture of drugs. The arrest was made
when a patrol spotted him and he looked confused, so
they searched him where they found 16 pieces of crystal
meth (shabu) and marijuana envelopes. He was later found
to trade in drugs. 

Harassment

Jahra police arrested a man who harassed a woman in
front of her husband, thus triggering a fight between
the men. The man was charged with encouraging
indecency. —Al-Anbaa and Al-Rai

Kuwaiti islands 

to be developed 

for tourism
KUWAIT: The government is planning a project that will
develop Kuwait’s islands and turn them into tourist desti-
nations, Mohalhal Al-Khalid, Municipal Council chairman
said. He noted that he has been informed about the gov-
ernment intention to send the project to the municipal
council for discussion as preparation to implement it. 

Al-Khalid said the council will study the project as soon
it receives it, then send it to concerned authorities to exe-
cute it. He said each island will have its own characters, and
based on that the suitable vision will be placed. Sources
said development will include all islands except Bubiyan
which is used by Kuwait Army and is off limits for security
reasons. They said that northern islands will be excluded
because of their locations in addition to current security
concerns.

Preliminary views call for making Failaka, Miskan and
Ouha islands touristic destinations with a focus on heritage
and natural beauty. Kubbar and Um Al-Maradem will be
used as attraction areas for divers and swimming, while
being an integrated sea resort. Similar projects were intro-
duced in the past, but were opposed to a point where they
were totally ignored, but now they come back as part of
the government’s development plan. —Al-Jarida

VIVA showcases services, products to

accountants, auditors association 

Reaffirming its continued commitment to society
KUWAIT: VIVA, Kuwait’s fastest-growing and most devel-
oped telecom operator, accepted an invitation of the
Kuwait Accountants and Auditors Association where it
held an open house at the Association’s headquarters. In
collaboration with the Association’s management, VIVA’s
employees welcomed customers and employees of the
Kuwaiti Accountants and Auditors Association, over a
period of four days and informed them of VIVA’s unique
services, products and added value offers.

VIVA’s presence at the Kuwaiti  Accountants and
Auditors Association’s headquarters reaffirms its contin-

ued commitment to society through communication
with various Kuwaiti institutions and committees, pro-
moting its products and services while meeting the
clients’ needs and aspirations.

The company has continuously sought to present
new and exclusive telecommunications to its cus-
tomers with the latest added value services as it works
hard to offer excellence in quality of service with
added value and . VIVA will continue to seek new inno-
vative ways to offer exceptional services to clients and
become closer to them while meeting their needs in a

better and faster way.
To find out more about VIVA’s competitive promo-

tions, products and packages for KAAA members, visit
one of the 13 VIVA branches, or call VIVA’s 24 hour call
center on 102.  

And the branches are: Almanar Mall (Jahra), Abdulla
AlMerwani Complex (Jahra), The Ministries Complex,
Kuwait International Airport, Alkout Mall, Souq Sharq,
Marina Towers (Mahboula) ,  Al-Dabous Complex
(Farwaniya), Beirut Complex (Hawally), Albayraq Mall,
Marina Mall, The Avenues Mall, KSE Building.

KUWAIT: Warba Bank honored its employees from the
Retail Banking Group who achieved the required sales tar-
gets during April and May. Warba is keen on motivating
and encouraging employees as part of its advanced strate-
gy for developing human resources that contribute in
achieving the Bank’s goals. Warba also encourages employ-
ees to acquire career development enabling them to effec-
tively contribute in enhancing the national economy,
which in turn, yields great benefits to the banking sector in
Kuwait.

Commenting on the event, Khaled Al-Subaie, Branches
Department Manager and Head of Sales and Delivery
Channels, confirmed that Warba Bank is very dedicated to
honor its outstanding employee’s in accordance with the
highest international professional standards and of Islamic
Banking criteria which reflect the Bank’s identity as an
Islamic bank. He added that Warba continues to hold train-
ing programs with the aim of increasing staff capabilities,
enhancing their skills and encouraging them to demon-
strate their creativity and accomplishments as success and
excellence are only achievable by professional and quali-
fied human resources with leadership characteristics.  

Subaie further emphasized that the Bank is moving for-
ward in its strategy of attracting, recruiting and developing

national caliber. This is the outcome of Warba’s commit-
ment to provide the best banking services for customers in
accordance with the highest international standards thus
enhancing customers’ trust in the Bank and underlying its
leadership in the Islamic banking market locally and
regionally. He expressed his appreciation to Warba employ-
ees for their great efforts to achieve the Bank’s visions and
objectives. He also emphasized that the success that Warba
has achieved since its incorporation in 2010 is the result of
the employee’s commitment and dedication under the
wise leadership that gives priority to investing in human
resources specially the youth segment and utilizing all
training capacities to continue the strong performance,
develop and enhance Warba’s leading position as the
fastest growing Bank in Kuwait.

Warba Bank is keen on developing training programs on
the banking positions through implementing specialized
free training courses for fresh graduates with the aim of
improving their practical and educational skills for their
benefit, which in return, will have positive effect on cus-
tomer service. Training activities has been designed to
match participants’ ambitions in a manner that helps them
achieve their objectives whether in customer service, Sales
or Call Centre.

Warba Bank honors sales’

outstanding employees
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HABANIYAH: In this Wednesday, June 17, 2015 photo, Sunni tribal volunteers with national flags stand in formation during their graduation ceremony. — AP  

HABANIYAH: Parading across a desert base, hundreds of
Sunni tribesmen who graduated a crash training course
stood ready to take on the Islamic State group on behalf of a
government that many believed left them to die at the
hands of the extremists.

Among them were tribesmen who watched as Iraqi
forces abandoned Ramadi a month ago to the Islamic State
group. Their suspicions toward the Shiite-led government in
Baghdad could be seen as they pushed forward to receive
their first government salary in 18 months, with one bran-
dishing a Kalashnikov assault rifle as he neared the front.

“For a year and a half we told them we need weapons, we
need salaries, we need food, we need protection, but our
requests were ignored until the disaster of Ramadi hap-
pened,” said Sheikh Rafa Al-Fahdawi, one of the leaders of
the Al Bu Fahad tribe of Anbar province. But money and
weapons alone won’t be enough to repair the mistrust
between Baghdad and the Sunni tribes it now needs to bat-
tle the Islamic State group, which holds about a third of the
country and neighboring Syria in its self-declared “caliphate.”
After Iraqi forces abandoned Ramadi and then turned to
Shiite militias for help, both sides remain suspicious of each
other, threatening any effort to work together.

Iraq’s Sunnis long have complained of discrimination and
abuse since the 2003 US-led invasion that toppled Saddam
Hussein’s Sunni-led dictatorship and replaced it with a gov-
ernment dominated by the country’s Shiite majority. But the
collapse of Iraqi forces in Ramadi on May 17 crystallized the
fears many Sunni tribesmen had when their pleas for help
went unanswered.

‘We were forgotten’ 
That night, silence fell over Ramadi after weeks of Islamic

State-launched suicide car bomb attacks and gun battles,
said Sunni tribesmen who spoke to The Associated Press.
The Iraqi forces there, including its vaunted Special Forces
units, slipped out of the city, leaving Sunni tribesmen armed
only with light weapons and their personal vehicles to battle
the extremists, they said. The city quickly fell, forcing the
tribesmen to flee. “We felt there was no hope when the mili-
tary left,” said Omar Al-Fahdawi, a member of the Al Bu
Fahad tribe from Ramadi. “For a year and a half we have
been begging for government support, for weapons, for
help. But we were forgotten.”

A senior Iraqi intelligence official and operations com-
mander in Anbar province confirmed that counterterrorism
forces were the first to pull out of Ramadi, abandoning 89
Humvees and armored cars, as well as rifles and mortars. The
official said that the counterterrorism units were ambushed
by some 200 militant fighters, breaking their line of defense
and forcing them to withdraw, leaving the army and tribal
fighters outnumbered and outgunned. The official spoke on

condition of anonymity as he wasn’t authorized to brief jour-
nalists. Iraq’s Defense Ministry refused to comment.

The Al-Fahdawis and many of their fellow tribesmen are
now displaced and require government support for their
families, most of whom now live in camps or temporary
housing in the Anbar town of Khalidiyah. But they are lucky
compared to others. The Islamic State group has massacred
hundreds of men, women and children with Anbar’s Al Bu
Nimr tribe for resisting their rule and cooperating with the
Iraqi government.

Yet despite being targeting by the Islamic State group,
many of the Sunni tribesmen from Anbar who spoke to the
AP said the Baghdad government viewed them as being
complicit in the extremists’ advance, solely because they
share the same sect. “They blame us for what happened,”
said Omar Al-Fahdawi. The military tells us “you’re the ones
who got us here; you’re the ones who killed us.”

Yet on Wednesday, 500 men from some of Anbar’s
biggest tribes marched in formation at Iraq’s Habaniyah mili-
tary base in the province’s western desert, part of a force the
Iraqi government is quickly trying to make battle-ready. As
many as 80 US advisers are now at Habaniyah, the first of a
batch of 450 additional troops that President Barack Obama
agreed to send to Iraq last week. The advisers declined to
speak with journalists on hand for the ceremony.

Effective fighting force 
Hameed Al-Zerjawi, Iraq’s secretary-general for national

security, said the American advisers will work with Iraqi
security forces, which then will train militia fighters. He said
the Americans will not engage directly with the militias. That
decision comes after Iraqi Prime Minister Haider Al-Abadi
summoned the Popular Mobilization Forces to Anbar after
the fall of Ramadi. The government-backed fighters, made
up predominantly of Iranian-backed Shiite militias, now out-
number Iraqi security forces in all of Iraq and are considered
the most effective fighting force on the ground today.

But while the Popular Mobilization Forces insist they aren’t
sectarian, human rights groups have accused individual Shiite
militias fighting within the structure of harassing or attacking
Sunni civilians, as well as destroying their homes and busi-
nesses. Ali Khalil, a spokesman for the Iraqi national security
apparatus and for the Popular Mobilization Forces in Anbar,
acknowledged the fear Sunnis have of the militias, but said
they were needed for the fight.

“The Shiites are stronger and larger than the Sunnis,” he
said. “There are some mixed divisions, although none of them
are here in Anbar.” For those Sunni tribesmen at Habaniyah,
that was little comfort. “They are Iranian militias - nothing
more,” said Majeed Al-Fahdawi, Omar’s brother. “We’ve com-
municated our concerns to the government but they don’t lis-
ten. We’re seen as traitors if we speak against them.”  — AP 

Abandoned by Iraq, Sunni tribes key to IS fight
Both militias remain suspicious of each other  

DAMASCUS: Islamic State group jihadists have mined
the spectacular ancient ruins in Syria’s Palmyra, an
antiquit ies  off ic ia l  and monitor  said yesterday,
prompting fears for the UNESCO World Heritage site.
The reports came one month after the extremist
group overran the central Syrian city. Syria’s antiqui-
t ies  chief  Maamoun Abdulk ar im and the Syr ian
Observatory for Human Rights monitor said that the
group had laid mines and explosives in Palmyra’s
Greco-Roman ruins.

The Observatory, which relies on a network of
sources on the ground, said the explosives were laid on
Saturday. “But it is not known if the purpose is to blow
up the ruins or to prevent regime forces from advanc-
ing into the town,” said Observatory director Rami
Abdel Rahman. He said regime forces had launched
heavy air strikes against the residential part of Palmyra
in the past three days, killing at least 11 people.

“The regime forces are to the west outside the city,
and in recent days they have brought in reinforce-
ments suggesting they may be planning an operation
to retake Palmyra,” he added. A political source told
AFP that a leading commander had been dispatched
to the region to organize an offensive to recapture and
secure Palmyra and several key gas fields nearby.

Abdulkarim also said yesterday he had received
reports from Palmyra residents that the ruins had been
mined. “We have preliminary information from resi-
dents saying that this is correct, they have laid mines at
the temple site,” he told AFP. “I hope that these reports
are not correct ,  but we are worried.” He urged
“Palmyra’s residents, tribal chiefs and religious and cul-
tural figures to intervene to prevent this... and prevent
what happened in northern Iraq”, referring to IS’s
destruction of heritage sites there. “I am very pes-
simistic and feel sadness,” he added. — AFP 

IS lays mines in ruins of ancient Palmyra 



ISTANBUL: Two weeks after Turkey’s parliamen-
tary elections, experts agree on one thing: No
one really knows what’s going to happen next.
Turkey’s June 7 election left Turkey’s long-ruling
Justice and Development Party, known by
Turkish acronym AKP, short of the majority it
needs to govern alone, meaning it will have to
turn to at least one of the three opposition par-
ties to secure its hold on government.

Negotiating such a coalition will be compli-
cated by the vitriol of the campaign, the differ-
ences between the four camps and the ambi-
tions of President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, still a
dominant force in Turkish politics despite his
theoretically neutral role as head of state.

“Neither can I or anyone else make any pre-
dictions as to what’s happening,” said Ersin
Kalaycioglu, a professor of Turkish politics at
Sabanci University in Istanbul. Sinan Ciddi, the
director of the Institute of Turkish Studies at
Georgetown University, said he wouldn’t rule
out anything either. “There are as many credible
scenarios out there as there are plausible politi-
cal parties,” he said.

Key constituency 
One of the more credible ones involves a

deal between Turkey’s ruling party and the hard-
line nationalist party MHP, which opposes the
two-year-old peace process with Turkey’s auton-
omy-seeking Kurdish rebels. Both parties sit on
the right wing of Turkish politics, but such a deal
could damage AKP’s relationship with Kurdish
voters, a key constituency.

Alternatively, AKP could swallow its pride
and strike a deal with its arch-nemesis, the secu-
lar CHP. Such a pairing would have an unassail-
able majority, but the rivalry between the two
runs so deep it’s hard to see them acting in tan-
dem. Perhaps most importantly, all the opposi-
tion parties want Erdogan to stay out of politics.
It’s hard to see the notoriously outspoken presi-
dent backing away quietly.

It’s just about conceivable that Turkey’s three
opposition parties, including the leftist HDP,
could all band together and freeze AKP out of

power, a scenario floated by Sukru Kucuksahin, a
columnist for the secular-minded Hurriyet news-
paper. But even he acknowledged that was a
long shot. Ilnur Cevik, a columnist at for the pro-
government Daily Sabah said coalition-building
would be difficult because of “deep-rooted
enmities” although he said a tie-up between
AKP and the nationalists was the most likely bet.
As for an alliance with the secularists, Cevik said,
that would leave a bad taste in supporters’
mouth.

Personal rivalries 
“The grassroots don’t want it,” he said. There

are personal rivalries at play too, with some
observers warning of a struggle within the rul-
ing party itself. One wild card is former President
Abdullah Gul, a co-founder of AKP still popular
within the party. Gul has long been seen as an
Erdogan ally, but a provocative memoir just
published by one of Gul’s former aides reads like
a call for a return to frontline politics. “I can take
Turkey back to those days when its star glit-
tered,” the book quotes Gul as saying.

Then there’s the prospect of political mis-
chief. Lawmakers could be enticed to defect
from the opposition in return for ministerial
appointments, for example. Erdogan’s critics fear
his party could deliberately sabotage coalition
talks, using the instability to argue for a new
election in the hope of clawing back its majority.
“I think that the formation of any government
which would perform would be very difficult
because of Erdogan’s dominance,” said Lale
Kemal, a columnist for Zaman newspaper.

Turks will get an early hint of which way
things are going next week, when lawmakers
are formally sworn in and elect a speaker.
Kalaycioglu, who is critical of Erdogan, said there
might just be a chance that the opposition par-
ties can elect a non-AKP speaker. That, he said,
would be a sign that Erdogan’s political fortunes
were turning after 13 years in power. “If they
can’t do that ... Then I’m afraid it’s the good old
authoritarian politics we’re going to be dealing
with,” Kalaycioglu said. — AP 
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BEIRUT: An international medical aid
agency yesterday voiced alarm over a
fuel blockade imposed by the Islamic
State group in northern Syria that it
says is badly hindering relief efforts.
The IS blockade was having an impact
on humanitarian relief activities in a
region devastated by more than four
years of conflict, said Dounia Dekhili,
the Syria program manager for
Doctors Without Borders (MSF).

“Many health facilities and aid
organizations have had to stop or sig-
nificantly reduce their activities
because of the lack of fuel to power
generators and for transportation,” she
told AFP. Dekhili said the fuel shortage
was further complicated by fighting
among various armed groups in the
north of Syria, including between IS
and the Al-Qaeda-affiliated Al-Nusra
Front.

IS controls oil wells and refineries in
eastern Syria, and uses them to put
pressure on areas held by mainstream
rebel groups fighting to topple
President Bashar Al-Assad. MSF said

health authorities in Hama and Idlib, in
central and northwestern Syria, issued
distress call over fuel shortages on
June 15 and 16, with hospitals seeking
help.

Similar appeals have gone out from
Aleppo in the north and Latakia, a
government stronghold on the
Mediterranean coast. Hospitals were in
danger of being forced to close and
“the lives of many Syrians are at even
greater risk,” said Dekhili. “Fuel is need-
ed to power pumps for drinking water,
incubators for newborns and to run
ambulances,” she added. MSF had
begun to supply some fuel but “the
support we provide will only have a
short-term impact,” said Dekhili.

“We therefore call upon all parties
to the Syrian conflict to allow regular
fuel supplies within the country to
meet the massive and immediate
needs of the population.” The agency
has five medical facilities inside Syria
and provides direct support to more
than 100 clinics, health facilities and
field hospitals.—AFP  

Aid agency alarm over fuel blockade in Syria

BAMAKO: Mali’s Tuareg-led rebel alliance signed a
landmark deal on Saturday to end years of unrest in a
nation driven by ethnic divisions and in the grip of a
jihadist insurgency. The Algiers Accord aims to bring
stability to the country’s vast northern desert, cradle of
several Tuareg uprisings since the 1960s and a sanctu-
ary for Islamist fighters linked to Al-Qaeda.

The agreement had already been signed in May by
the government and loyalist militias but the
Coordination of Azawad Movements (CMA), a coali-
tion of rebel groups, had been holding out until
amendments were agreed. Cheers broke out as Sidi
Brahim Ould Sidati, a member of the Arab Movement
of Azawad, put his name to the document on behalf of
the CMA in a televised ceremony at a packed confer-
ence hall in the capital Bamako.

“Trust me-we will make sure that no one is disap-
pointed. We will build a brotherly Mali together,”
President Ibrahim Boubacar Keita told an audience of
northern community leaders and international spon-
sors. “Today is a great day for all us children of Mali.”
Ramtane Lamamra, the foreign minister of Algeria,
which has been leading international efforts to medi-
ate the peace talks, hailed “a new beginning, a new
opportunity and a new destiny for this great Malian
nation”.

‘Moments of doubt’ 
The peace accord, hammered out over months

under the auspices of the UN, calls for the creation of

elected regional assemblies but stops short of autono-
my or federalism for northern Mali, known by locals as
Azawad. The Malian government and several armed
groups signed the document on May 15 in Bamako, in
a ceremony spurned by the CMA.

The rebels finally agreed to commit on June 5 after
winning a stipulation that its fighters be included in a
security force for the north, and for residents of the
region to be represented better in government institu-
tions, among other concessions. UN Secretary-General
Ban Ki-moon congratulated the signatories and medi-
ation team pledging his support for its implementa-
tion. 

“The ultimate responsibility for peace lies with Mali
and the Malians, and the Secretary-General urges all
parties to continue to work in good faith to advance
progress, and to fully implement the provisions of the
ceasefire,” his spokesman said in a statement. Mongi
Hamdi, the head of MINUSMA, the United Nations
peacekeeping mission in Mali, warned that there
would still be “moments of doubt and discourage-
ment, tensions and distrust” on the path to peace.

“The international community will always be with
you but cannot make peace for you,” he said, urging
the opposing sides to show “good faith and goodwill”
in implementing the accord. Mali was shaken by a
coup in 2012 that cleared the way for Tuareg sepa-
ratists to seize towns and cities of the north, an
expanse of desert the size of Texas. Al-Qaeda-linked
militants then overpowered the Tuareg, taking control

of the region for nearly 10 months until they were
ousted in a French-led military offensive.

Hard work ahead 
The country remains deeply divided, with the

Tuareg and Arab populations of the north accusing
sub-Saharan ethnic groups in the more prosperous
south of marginalizing them. Mali has attempted
repeatedly over recent decades to bring stability to
the north, but each agreement has foundered with
the resumption of ethnic violence. 

Mahamadou Djeri Maiga, a senior CMA
spokesman, said international mediation efforts had
“paid off” but warned that the hard work lay ahead.
“We are for peace, but what we want is that the agree-
ment is actually implemented on the ground,” he told
AFP. “Everyone must respect its commitments... We
want peace, we don’t want what has happened with
previous agreements.”

With most Malians fasting in daylight hours dur-
ing the Muslim holy month of Ramadan, the rebels
were due to dine with Keita at the presidential palace
after nightfall, the presidency said. French Defense
Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian is due to travel to
Bamako today to support the peace agreement, a
member of his entourage announced. “He is going
there to demonstrate the presence and support of
France for the agreement, which is indispensible for
the return of peace and development in Mali,” the
source said. — AFP 

BAMAKO: Mali’s President Ibrahim Boubacar Keita (left) embraces Mahamadou Djery Maiga (right), the vice-president and spokesman of the
Transitional Council of the State of Azawad, following the signing of the amended version of the Algerian Accord. — AFP

AKCAKALE: Syrians break their fasting in Sanliurfa province, during the holy month of Ramadan. — AFP 

Mali’s Tuareg-led rebels 

sign historic peace deal
‘A great day for all children of Mali ‘

Questions over Erdogan, 

parties jockey for power

MARDIN: US actress Angelina Jolie, (left) Special Envoy of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees, waves as she arrives for a visit at the Midyat refugee camp. — AP

TEHRAN: Iran’s parliament curtailed its own power to block a
nuclear deal with world powers yesterday, effectively remov-
ing a longstanding threat that a final accord could be torn up
by lawmakers. A draft bill presented on Wednesday, which laid
down strict criteria for Iran to accept any agreement, had
threatened to complicate talks on a final accord, which are
due to be finalized by June 30. However, in a boost to
President Hassan government, key amendments to the pro-
posed legislation will now move the formal supervision of a
deal out of the hands of lawmakers.

The original text had set criteria parliament would have
to say had been met for an agreement to be binding. But the
amended bill instead gives the right of supervision to the
country’s Supreme National Security Council (SNSC). The
council comprises ministers, military commanders and hand-
picked appointees of supreme leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei.

Chaired by Rouhani, who is pushing hard for a nuclear
deal, it is ultimately controlled by Khamenei, who will have the
final word on any nuclear accord. “Whatever decision the
leader takes in this regard, we should obey in parliament,”
speaker Ali Larijani said after 199 MPs voted for the amend-
ments in the 290-member chamber. “We should not tie the
hands of the leader,” he added.

Only three lawmakers opposed the changes and five
abstained, with six not voting and dozens more absent.
Although the sponsor of the original bill, Alaedin Boroujerdi,

the chairman of parliament’s national security and foreign pol-
icy committee, said it was designed to insulate Iran’s negotia-
tors from the West’s “excessive demands”, Larijani suggested
otherwise. “We want to help the country and not create new
problems,” he said, referring to the need to coordinate with
the SNSC.

Inspections still in dispute 
According to the official IRNA news agency Larijani earlier

told Ahmad Tavakoli, a conservative MP critical of the bill being
delayed: “We are not discussing the sale of potatoes, but an
important issue for the country.” Iran and the P5+1 powers
(Britain, China, France, Russia and the United States plus

Germany) agreed the outlines of the nuclear deal on April 2
after intensive talks went past a March 31 deadline. 

Major roadblocks that remain include the West’s ability to
enforce tighter inspections of Iran’s nuclear sites and other facil-
ities. Iranian officials insist there can be no inspections of mili-
tary sites and the legislation published yesterday forbids access
beyond “conventional supervision” of nuclear sites. 

Any deal will still have to be ratified by Tehran’s parliament
but it would be highly unlikely by that stage that lawmakers
would oppose a text approved by the SNSC. The bill stipulates
the need to lift all sanctions imposed on Iran as punishment for
its nuclear program, under which leading states have suspected
the Islamic republic of developing a bomb. However, the
altered draft law is now more specific and says sanctions must
be lifted “on the day Iran starts implementing its obligations,” as
opposed to “on the day of an agreement”.  World powers insist
that Iran’s compliance must be verified if sanctions are to be
removed, despite earlier insistence by Tehran that the meas-
ures, mostly economic, cease immediately. In a sign of greater
flexibility, Rouhani said on June 13 that “weeks or even months
will pass” between signing and implementing the deal, which
involves UN, EU and US sanctions being removed. 

In a measure that mirrors that taken in Tehran, President
Barack Obama has given US lawmakers 30 days to review a
nuclear deal.  Iran denies its nuclear program has military objec-
tives, insisting it is for purely peaceful energy development pur-
poses capable of reducing its reliance on fossil fuels. — AFP 

Iran lawmakers curtailed on power to veto nuclear deal

TEHRAN: Iran’s parliament speaker, Ali Larijani (2nd right) speaks with members of parliament during a session. — AFP 
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NEW ORLEANS: Authorities canvassed a New
Orleans neighborhood late into Saturday night
in search of the man believed to have fatally
shot a police officer who was transporting him -
handcuffed and in the back of a police SUV - to
jail. Saturday morning’s death of veteran officer
Daryle Holloway, 45, left investigators struggling
for answers as they tried to cope with a col-
league’s death. It was unclear how the suspect
got the gun, how he worked his handcuffed
wrists from behind his back or why he was able
to get through a barrier that separated him
from the front seat. It also left New Orleans’ St
Roch neighborhood on edge as body-armored
officers with powerful rifles searched house-to-
house for the suspect, Travis Boys, 33.

“I literally live two blocks away and I just
want to go home,” Jayne Greppin as sunlight
began to dim Saturday evening. She said police

hadn’t stopped her when she left her house to
get cigarettes, but wasn’t allowed back onto her
street shortly thereafter. The search spanned
several blocks and police were keeping some
people away from their homes while not allow-
ing others to come out. The New Orleans
Crimestoppers organization announced a
$10,000 reward for information leading to Boys’
arrest.

‘Put up a fight’ 
“He will be caught and he will be brought to

justice for the murder of Officer Holloway and
for this assault on our entire community,” police
chief Michael Harrison said in a statement. The
shooting happened Saturday morning as Boys
was handcuffed in the back seat of the vehicle.
Boys managed to get his hands from behind his
back to the front and obtain a weapon as well,

Harrison told reporters at the scene in a video
interview posted on the department’s Facebook
page. Boys got to the front seat through an
opening in the cage that separates front and
back seats and shot Holloway, Harrison said.
“Officer Holloway put up a fight to try to get the
subject to not exit the vehicle but succumbed
to his injuries,” Harrison said. Department
spokesman Tyler Gamble said police were trying
to determine what weapon Boys used and how
he obtained it, but do not believe Boys used the
officer’s gun.

John Polk, who lives around the corner from
where the police SUV came to rest, said he was
just waking up when he heard a loud noise and
his power went out. The noise, he figured, was
an electrical transformer blowing. “I look out the
door - I’d heard the boom - I see the fire truck
here on the corner,” he said. It was only later,

after police had swarmed into the area that he
learned what happened.

‘A great police officer’ 
A helicopter circled overhead as marked and

unmarked units from state police and other law
enforcement agencies cruised the side streets.
Utility workers worked to replace the downed
power pole. State police, St Tammany Parish
deputies, Housing Authority of New Orleans
police and the US Marshals Service were among
those searching for Boys.

Vincent Alexander, a prep cook at
Margaritaville restaurant in the French Quarter,
said he was walking home from work when
police detoured him a short distance from his
house. “I just called my roommate. They’re not
letting him get out the house.” Holloway had
been a member of the New Orleans Police

Department since 1992. He was the father of
three children. Harrison said Holloway was not
the arresting officer but was transporting Boys
to a jail when the shooting occurred. Harrison
said he met with two of Holloway’s children and
Holloway’s former wife at the hospital after he
died. “As a new chief, it was the hardest thing
I’ve ever had to do in my life,” said Harrison, who
became chief last year. He said he had known
Holloway for 23 years and described him as “a
great police officer.”

Mayor Mitch Landrieu decried the killing as
“the lowest of the low” and called on the public
to help police with information on Boys’ where-
abouts. “Killing an officer in the line of duty is an
attack on our community that will not stand,”
Landrieu said in a statement. “The heart and
soul of New Orleans is heavy today as our com-
munity mourns one of our city’s finest.” —AP

New Orleans officer killed while transporting suspect

SOUTH CAROLINA: People gather for a protest rally against the Confederate
flag in Columbia. —AFP

CHARLESTON: Members of a his-
toric black church returned to their
sanctuary yesterday to hear a ser-
mon of recovery and healing, a
message that wil l  reverberate
across America. Yesterday morning
marks the first worship service at
Emanuel African Methodist
Episcopal Church in Charleston
since Dylann Roof, 21, sat among a
Bible study group and opened fire
after saying that he targeted them
because they were black, authori-
ties said.

Among the nine killed was the
church pastor, the Rev. Clementa
Pinckney, who was also a state
senator. Events to show solidarity
are planned throughout the city
Sunday and beyond, including the
synchronized ringing of church
bells at 10 am EDT. South Carolina
Gov Nikki Haley and her family
were to attend the ser vice at
Emanuel. Despite grim circum-
stances, the welcoming spirit that
Roof exploited before the shoot-
ing is still alive, church members
said.

Harold Washington, 75, expects
the sanctuary to host even more
newcomers after one shattered
the group’s sense of peace and
security. “We’re gonna have people
come by that we’ve never seen
before and will probably never see
again,  and that ’s  OK,” he said
Saturday. “It’s a church of the Lord,
you don’t  turn nobody down.”
Church leaders will try to address

the heavy psychological burdens
parishioners bring with them. An
hour before service, people lined
up outside the church.

Heightened emotions 
“I think just because of what

people have gone through emo-
tions are definitely heightened,

not just in Charleston but with
anyone going to church because it
is such a sacred place, it is such a
safe place,” Shae Edros, 29, said
after a multiracial group of women
sang “Amazing Grace” outside the
church Saturday afternoon.

On the nearby Arthur Ravenel
Bridge, people are expected to
join hands in solidarity yesterday
evening. Unity Church of
Charleston the Rev Ed Kosak said
delivering Sunday morning’s ser-
mon would be emotionally taxing
but he felt  empowered by the
strength and grace that Emanuel
members have shown. “I’ve gone
into Sunday sermons before like
when Virginia Tech happened, and
when the Sikh shootings hap-
pened,” Kosak said. “I  am more
ready than ever to speak to this
tragedy in ways I didn’t think I
could before.”

For the family of Cynthia Hurd,
yesterday’s service will be espe-
cially poignant. Hurd, a longtime
librarian, would have been cele-
brating her 55th bir thday and
was planning a trip to Virginia
with her siblings. “Sunday will not
be a sad day for me; it will be a
celebration for me. It will be a cel-
ebration for our family because
our faith is being tested,” Hurd’s
younger  brother  Malcolm
Graham said.  “She was in  the
company of God trying to help
somebody out. She was where
she needed to be.” —AP

Black church holds first 
service since shootings

Sermon message to reverberate across America

CHARLESTON: Raymond Smith of Charleston kneels in prayer
at the front of the Emanuel AME Church. —AP

COLUMBIA: Several thousand protesters
gathered Saturday under the controversial
Confederate flag at South Carolina’s state
legislature, demanding it be taken down in
response to the Charleston church mas-
sacre. Waving placards, chanting “take it
down” and singing “We Shall Overcome,” the
youthful crowd, black and white, con-
demned the Civil War saltire as a symbol of
lingering racist sentiment in the American
South.

“We can no longer afford to let that flat
stand there” and be a beacon for those who
harbor “bad opinions,” said one of the speak-
ers, 95-year-old lawyer and activist Sarah
Leverette, prompting loud cheers.
Organizers called the event a “warm-up” for
what they hope will be an even bigger anti-
flag protest, also in front of the colonnaded
State House, on the Fourth of July holiday.

‘Symbols of hate’
Online, more than 370,000 people as of

late Saturday had put their name to a peti-
tion launched by the left-leaning
MoveOn.org activist group, calling for the
flag to go. “Symbols of hate have no place in
our government. The Confederate flag is not
a symbol of Southern pride but rather a
symbol of rebellion and racism,” it said. On
the heels of the Charleston shooting, “it’s
time to put that symbol of rebellion and
racism behind us and move toward healing
and a better United States of America!”

The flag’s 24/7 presence-alongside a
memorial to Confederate war dead on the
lush green State House lawn-has been a
point of friction in South Carolina for years.
But it became a flashpoint once again after a
young white male walked into a bible study
class at the historic Emanuel African
Methodist Episcopal Church in Charleston
and shot dead nine African-Americans.

One of the dead was chief pastor
Clementa Pinckney, who was also a state
senator, yet the flag-unlike others-was not
lowered to half-staff after the shocking mas-
sacre that has renewed debate about racism
and gun violence in America. Dylann Roof,

21, from the Columbia area, has been
charged with nine counts of murder in con-
nection with the bloodshed, which authori-
ties have described as a hate crime.

Police on Saturday were investigating a
racist online manifesto that appeared on a
website that also carried pictures of Roof
with the Confederate flag and a handgun.
Supporters of the Confederate flag embrace
it as a symbol of Southern pride and her-
itage, and officials say removing it from the
State House grounds requires by law a deci-
sion by the Republican-dominated legisla-
ture, now in summer recess. Governor Nikki
Haley, a Republican who enjoys Tea Party
support, has refused to call a special session
to address the issue, saying emotions are
still too raw in the wake of Wednesday’s
bloodbath.

‘Good point Mitt’    
Last year Haley, whose parents are immi-

grants from India, defended the flag on the
State House lawn, saying it wasn’t an issue
because no corporate CEO had ever com-
plained about it. Yet even some of her influ-
ential fellow Republicans were on the other
side of the argument. Former Republican
White House hopeful Mitt Romney tweeted
“Take down the #ConfederateFlag at the SC
Capitol. To many, it is a symbol of racial
hatred. Remove it now to honor # Charleston
victims.” President Barack Obama tweeted:
“good point, Mitt.” And current Republican
presidential candidate Jeb Bush echoed
Romney saying in his own tweet that as gov-
ernor he took it down in Florida, and put it in
a “museum.”

Will Green, a young African-American
activist in Columbia, said the flag encouraged
neo-Nazis from out of state to come to South
Carolina, but discouraged investors and gradu-
ate students from moving to the state. “This
flag is lying about us, our state and the kind of
people we are,” Green, who described himself
as “a son of the South,” told the crowd. “We
have to take Southern pride out of the hands
of racists and haters,” he added. “It’s not just
about dead Confederates. It’s about us.”  —AFP

Protesters target Confederate 
flag after Charleston killings

FRIENDSHIP, New York: The search for
two convicted killers in New York shifted
after possible sightings in the southern
part of the state, 350 miles from the
prison where the men escaped two
weeks ago. New York State Police
spokesman Beau Duffy said officers were
investigating a possible sighting of the
prisoners in Allegany County near the
Pennsylvania border.

A person spotted two men Saturday
near a railroad line in the town of
Friendship, state police said. David
Sweat and Richard Matt escaped June 6
from the Clinton Correctional Facility in
Dannemora, near the Canadian border.
The two broke out of the maximum-
security prison using power tools and
leaving behind dummies under bedcov-
ers in their adjoining cells.

A door-to-door search involving up to
800 law enforcement officers has been
underway since then, concentrated in a
several-mile radius of woods and fields
around the prison in the Adirondacks.
State police moved the search command
post from the prison Saturday to nearby
Cadyville and focused attention on the
other side of the state. They advised the
public to report any suspicious activity
and asked residents who live in the
Friendship area along the New York-

Pennsylvania border to be on alert.
The two men are “very dangerous”

and should not be approached, state
police said.  Several roads around
Friendship were blocked off and police
used helicopters and search dogs in the
hunt. Resident Darryl Ross told The
Leader newspaper he was securing his
property. “I was a little concerned. You
have these guys running around. You
don’t know where they are,” Ross said. “I
have a house with a big cellar and a big
garage. I cleared the house. I had firearm
protection.”Authorities said Friday that
two men fitting the description of Sweat
and Matt had been seen a week ago in
Steuben County, east of Allegany
County. 

Sweat, 35, was serving a life sentence
without parole for kill ing a sheriff ’s
deputy. Matt, 48, was doing 25 years to
life for the 1997 kidnap, torture and
hacksaw dismemberment of his former
boss.  Prison worker Joyce Mitchell
remained in custody Saturday on
charges she helped the two men escape
by providing them hacksaw blades, chis-
els and other tools. She has pleaded not
guilty. Officials said a corrections officer
also has been placed on administrative
leave as part of the investigation into the
men’s escape. —AP

Hunt for convicts shifts 
after possible sighting

WASHINGTON: Abortion is back before the
Supreme Court, and the justices could signal by the
end of June whether they are likely to take up the
biggest case on the hot-button subject in nearly a
quarter-century. If the court steps in, the hearing
and the eventual ruling would come amid the 2016
presidential campaign.

The court is considering an emergency appeal
from abortion providers in Texas, who want the jus-
tices to block two provisions of a state law that
already has forced the closure of roughly half the
licensed abortion clinics in the state. Ten of the
remaining 19 clinics will have to shut their doors by
July 1, without an order from the Supreme Court.

The Texas law is among a wave of state meas-
ures in recent years that have placed restrictions on
when in a pregnancy abortions may be performed,
imposed limits on abortions using drugs instead of
surgery and increased standards for clinics and the
doctors who work in them.

The Texas case involves the last of these cate-
gories. The provisions at issue require clinics to
meet hospital-like surgical standards and also call
on doctors who work in the clinics to have admit-
ting privileges at a nearby hospital. Republican
presidential candidate Rick Perry signed the law in
2013 when he was the state’s governor. Backers of
the law say those are common-sense measures
intended to protect women.  Abortion rights
groups say the regulations have only one aim: to
make it harder, if not impossible, for women to get
abortions in Texas.

Women’s right
The case could be attractive to the justices

because it might allow them to give more defini-
tion to the key phrase from their last big abortion
ruling, Planned Parenthood v Casey, in 1992.
States generally can regulate abortion unless
doing so places “an undue burden” on a woman’s
right to get an abortion.

“Courts have been fumbling for years about
what does it mean to be undue under Casey,”
said Priscilla Smith, a Yale Law School professor
and defender of abortion rights. Some abortion
opponents also see the case as a strong candi-
date for Supreme Court review. “The likelihood of
this case getting to the Supreme Court is very
high and I think that’s a good thing,” said Mike
Norton, senior counsel for Alliance Defending
Freedom, a Christian-oriented public interest law
firm.

The justices blocked the two provisions once
before, in November 2014 while the New Orleans-
based 5th US Circuit Court of Appeals was weigh-
ing whether those parts of the law violate a
woman’s right to an abortion. The appeals court
upheld the provisions on June 9 and has since
refused to put its ruling on hold while the clinics

ready their appeal to the Supreme Court. In 2013,
four justices - enough to hear an appeal - said the
high court probably would want to weigh in. In
an earlier phase of the same case, Justice Stephen
Breyer wrote that the court probably would take
up the controversial provisions.

The constitutionality of the new law is a diffi-
cult question, Breyer wrote. “It is a question, I
believe, that at least four members of this court
will wish to consider irrespective of the 5th
Circuit’s ultimate decision,” he said in an opinion
that was joined by the other three liberal justices.
Since then, a different set of judges from the
same appeals court has prevented Mississippi
from enforcing its own admitting privileges
requirement because doing so would close the

last abortion clinic in the state. In that case, the
court said that Mississippi could not force
women to cross state lines to get an abortion.

Defer action 
The state already was seeking Supreme Court

review and the justices could say as early as today
whether they will weigh in, although the Texas
case could cause the justices to defer action in
Mississippi. In Texas, women in the El Paso area in
the western part of the state would have to cross
into New Mexico to reach the nearest clinic. The

appeals court said that wasn’t a problem because
many Texas women in that part of the state already
do so.

Justice Anthony Kennedy’s views are likely to
determine the outcome in this case, as in so many
other divisive issues. Kennedy was one of the three
authors of the Casey opinion that reaffirmed a
woman’s right to an abortion and struck down a
Pennsylvania requirement that women tell their
husbands before getting an abortion. But he also
wrote the 2007 opinion that upheld a federal ban
on an abortion procedure that opponents call par-
tial-birth abortion.

Legal experts on both sides of the issue said
there is no indication that Kennedy might aban-
don his support for abortion rights altogether. But

they differ on how Kennedy will view the clinic
restrictions. “I think he’s quite devoted to the Casey
standard and to the sense of Casey as compro-
mised,” said Smith, who argued the 2007 case at
the Supreme Court. But Carter Snead, a Notre
Dame University law professor and abortion oppo-
nent, said Kennedy generally has been willing to
sustain legal restrictions on abortion. “In fact, dur-
ing his tenure on the court, he has only struck
down one abortion restriction, namely, the spousal
notification provision at issue in Planned
Parenthood v Casey,” Snead said. —AP

Texas abortion law set up 
for Supreme Court review

AUSTIN: In a Tuesday July 2, 2013 file photo, pro-abortion rights supporter Yatzel
Sabat, (left) and anti-abortion protestor Amanda Reed demonstrate at the state
Capitol. —AP
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WASHINGTON: Heading to Europe, US
Defense Secretary Ash Carter is carrying a
strong message of US military support for
American allies and Baltic nations to help
calm growing concerns about Russian
actions. A key theme at all his stops will
be how the United States, NATO and oth-
er partners can best deal with the Kremlin
in the wake of Moscow’s annexation of
Ukraine’s Crimea region and its military
backing of separatists battling Ukraine’s
government on the eastern border.

Officials said Carter, who was leaving
Washington yesterday, plans to encour-

age allied ministers to better work
together in countering threats facing
Europe. His talks are sure to draw the ire
of Russian President Vladimir Putin,
whose economy is hurting due to low oil
prices and US and European Union sanc-
tions against Russia for its actions in
Ukraine.

At a NATO meeting, defense ministers
will discuss plans to involve the alliance
more officially in the fight against Islamic
State militants in Iraq. According to US
officials, NATO leaders will consider pro-
viding ministry-level advice and other

training assistance in Iraq. Carter also
intends to talk with counterparts about a
US proposal to send to Eastern Europe
enough tanks, Humvees and other mili-
tary equipment to outfit one brigade for
exercises and other training programs.
The idea of placing it in Eastern Europe
has been in discussion for months; Carter
has yet to give his final approval.

Alliance is ready 
Generally, a brigade has roughly 3,500

troops. Officials have not said where the
equipment would go, but there are indi-

cations that Poland, which borders
Russia, might be one location. The
materiel and the recent increase in mili-
tary exercises in the region are part of
efforts by the US and NATO to reassure
Eastern European nations that the
alliance is ready and able to defend them
in the face of threats from Russia.

Poland Defense Minister Tomasz
Siemoniak says he has had talks with
Carter about putting the equipment in
Poland and in four other eastern NATO
nations. Just two weeks ago Carter con-
vened a meeting of American defense

and diplomatic leaders from across
Europe, and concluded that the U.S.
needs to strengthen its military exercises
and training with nations in the region
and bolster NATO’s intelligence-sharing
to better counter Russia.

Western leaders say Moscow is sup-
plying rebels in Ukraine with manpower
and powerful weapons. Russia rejects
those claims. A fragile cease fire in
Ukraine that was worked out in February
has been broken repeatedly, and both
sides blame the other for the spikes in
violence. —AP 

Pentagon chief to boost military support in EU

LYON: In this file photo dated Tuesday, May 26, 2015 a man makes a phone call as he walks past a mosque in Oullins. — AP

PARIS: Its imams preach austere piety, its tenets
demand strict separation of sexes - and some of its
most radical adherents are heeding the call of
jihad. Salafism, an Islamic movement based on a
literal reading of the Quran, is on the rise in France,
Germany and Britain, security officials say, with
Salafis sharply increasing their influence in
mosques and on the streets.

The trend worries European authorities, who
see Salafism as one of the inspirational forces for
young Europeans heading to Syria or Iraq to do
battle for the Islamic State group. Experts, howev-
er, point out that the vast majority of Salafis are
peace-loving.

In Germany, there are currently about 7,000
Salafis in the country - nearly double the 3,800
estimated four years ago, the Interior Ministry said
last month. About 100 French mosques are now
controlled by Salafis, a small number compared to
the more than 2,000 Muslim houses of worship,
but more than double the number four years ago,
a senior security official told The Associated Press.
He spoke on condition of anonymity because he is
not authorized to discuss the matter publicly.
France does not do head-counts by religious prac-
tices or origins.

In Britain the numbers are on the rise, too.
Seven percent of Britain’s 1,740 mosques are run
by Salafis, according to Mehmood Naqshbandi, an
expert on Britain’s Muslims and counter-extrem-
ism adviser to the British government who keeps a
database of the various currents of Islam in Britain.
He says those numbers are steadily growing, espe-
cially among young people - and that a quarter to
half of British Muslims under 30 “accept some
parts or all of the Salafi theology.”

Take over mosques 
Today, the Internet is largely seen as the main

route for youth to quickly radicalize. But radicaliza-
tion can be cultivated in places where Muslims
socialize, like mosques. And there, said the French

security official, it is Salafis who are considered the
principle purveyors of radical ideology. Experts say
Salafis in France have been waging a campaign of
stealth to take over mosques. First they develop a
following, then begin criticizing the imam in order
to win control over the faithful, security officials
and moderate Muslims say. Youth and converts to
Islam are considered the most vulnerable to such
messages.

Experts of Islam divide Salafis into three
groups: the traditional brand of “quietists” who
eschew politics; those who become politicized;
and the hardcore worshippers who follow the call
of jihad. Today, Salafism has become a buzzword
for danger. In Germany, authorities consider all
Salafis as extremists, and security officials in
Europe believe there is a direct line from the
peaceful version to the version that embraces
jihad - and risks tempting the fragile into fanati-
cism.

‘Parallel prayers’ 
“The bridge is short,” said Alain Rodier, a former

intelligence officer who is now a terrorism special-
ist. Salafism, in principle, should not be a cause for
concern, said Naqshbandi, the British expert.  But,
he said, the very simplicity of its message means
anyone can warp it to his own ends. “People who
want to pursue militant political Islam have a set of
tools available ... which they can twist to argue
their case,” Naqshbandi said. He called the Islamic
State group, which champions Salafism, the prime
example of how the theology can be abused.

Those who practice Salafism - which comes
from the word “salafs,” or ancestors - seek to emu-
late the Islam of the prophet Muhammad and his
early followers, which they consider the purest
form of the religion. Salafis,  who are Sunni
Muslims, are easily identifiable. Men wear beards
and robes above the ankle and women often cov-
er their faces.

A mosque outside Lyon won an unusual case

last week against a Salafi worshipper taken to
court after months of tension. Faouzi Saidi, 51, was
convicted of troubling public order inside a house
of worship and fined. He admitted to criticizing
the imam for what he claimed were theological
lapses, but claimed he only once held “parallel
prayers” in a corner with a group of followers.

The case was thought to be the first in France
by Muslims against a Muslim invoking a 1905 law
to guarantee secularism - used by the government
to pass bans on headscarves and face-covering
veils. France has worked to put a safety ring
around Islam since deadly January terror attacks in
Paris, seeking to stifle the spread of extremism in
areas considered fertile terrain. Authorities have
notably started taking down Internet sites that
glorify terrorism and are pressing ahead with a
training program to instill imams with French val-
ues.

Critics say police often infringe upon the free-
dom of worship in their mission to monitor Salafi
extremists. “It would be naive to think there is nev-
er a risk,” said Samir Amghar, a specialist on
Salafism. But to consider that every sign of ultra-
conservative Islam presents a danger “risks stigma-
tizing a large majority of Muslims.” And some
Salafis say that the common image of their lives as
being one of rigid worship - with no enjoyment - is
a myth.

Olivier Corel, a Salafi who reportedly figured in
the religious life of Mohammed Merah - who killed
three children, a rabbi and three paratroopers in
2012 - went skiing with his wife in the Pyrenees in
January. “We have fun. We have fun. We have fun,”
his wife told the AP by telephone, before hanging
up. Rachid Abou Houdeyfa, a Salafi imam in the
western French city of Brest known for his You
Tube sermons of do’s and don’ts, created one
video showing himself and a buddy in a pleasure
boat and titled it “Can One Have Fun?” “We’re
going swimming,” he said before diving into the
water. — AP 

Radical brand of Islam 
on the rise in Europe

Salafism stirring concerns, spreading influence

TURIN: Pope Francis prayed yesterday
before the mysterious Shroud of Turin,
believed by Christians to be the burial cloth
of Jesus but held by skeptics to be a
medieval fake. On the Argentine pontiff’s
first pastoral visit to northern Italy, Francis
— whose father grew up there-was met by
crowds of enthusiastic faithful, before mak-
ing his way to the city’s cathedral where
the shroud is on display.  

Sitting before it in silence, Francis
remained with his head bowed in prayer
for some minutes, before rising to contem-
plate up close the linen cloth which bears
the faint image of a man who appears to
have died by crucifixion. Radiocarbon dat-
ing in 1989 declared the 14 by four foot
cloth, which has traces of blood and DNA
on it, to be around 700 years old. But if it is
a fake, international experts have so far
failed to discover how it was made.

The Church sidesteps the issue by call-
ing the shroud a religious icon.  The head of
the world’s 1.2 billion Catholics was in the
industrial city in the north-west of the
country for a two-day visit which will see
him spend time with the poor, sick and
marginalized, including prisoners and
migrants.  In a speech straight off the plane
from the Vatican to the workers of the
Piedmont region, the pontiff warned peo-
ple not to blame those fleeing war and
famine for economic difficulties in the
recession-hit country.

‘Treated like merchandise’ 
Migrants should not be “treated like

merchandise” he said.  Criminal networks
throughout the country have been preying
on refugees, exploiting them to pocket
government subsidies, while the northern

regions in particular have begun closing
their doors to asylum seekers. But those
arriving by boat from Libya “draw tears”,
Francis said, adding: 

“If immigration increases competition
(for jobs), they cannot be blamed because
they are victims of injustice... and wars.” Nor
should locals turn their backs on their own
poor, elderly and unemployed, he said,
pointing out that 10 percent of the region
lives in poverty, while 40 percent of young
people are jobless and the elderly feel
abandoned. “We are called to say ‘no’ to the
idolatry of money,” which pushes people to
try by any means to get rich despite the cri-
sis, “without caring for the many getting
poorer, sometimes to the point of hunger,”
he said.  The trip will have a special person-
al element for Francis, who is set to meet
members of his extended family. 

The pope’s grandfather Giovanni
Bergoglio and grandmother Rosa
Margherita Vasallo lived in Turin before
moving to Buenos Aires in 1929 when their
son, Francis’s father Mario, was 20 years old.

During a mass in the city’s vast Vittorio
Square, the Argentine’s voice caught with
emotion when he cited verses by Nino
Costa from the poem Rassa Nostrana-
which speaks of Piedmontese people who
emigrate-which were taught to him by his
grandmother in the local dialect.  Postal
workers Diego and Barbara said it was
Francis’s “spontaneity which we like. He is
not afraid to talk about anything.”

Fellow believer Maria, 66, said the pon-
tiff had won her heart because “he is not a
hypocrite”, and added that she hope those
within the Vatican will “let him work” to
reform an institution Francis has said he
wants to dedicate to the poor. — AFP 

Pope honors holy 
Shroud of Turin

TURIN: Pope Francis touches the holy Shroud, believed by some Christians to be the
burial shroud of Jesus of Nazareth in Turin’s cathedral. — AFP  

Putin criticizes US but offers to cooperate 
ST PETERSBURG: Despite the showdown with the
West over Ukraine, Moscow wants to cooperate with
Washington and its allies in dealing with the threat
posed by the Islamic State group and other global
challenges, President Vladimir Putin said Friday as he
tried to allay investors’ fears over Russia’s course.
Putin blamed the United States for ignoring Russia’s
interests and trying to enforce its will on others, but
he also sent conciliatory signals, saying that Moscow
wants a quick settlement to the Iranian nuclear
standoff and a peaceful political transition in Syria.

Speaking at a major economic forum, Putin also
insisted that Russia wants February’s Ukraine peace
agreement to succeed. Fighting there will stop, he
said, once Ukraine provides broader rights to its east-
ern regions, gives amnesty to the rebels and calls
local elections there. The annual event, intended to
burnish Russia’s image before global investors, was
tarnished by the freezing of Russian accounts in
France and Belgium on Thursday as part of an effort
to enforce a $50 billion judgment to compensate
shareholders of the now-defunct Yukos oil company.

Russia will contest 
At a meeting with top executives of global

news agencies, including The Associated Press,
which began nearly three hours behind schedule
at around midnight, Putin sought to downplay
the freeze and said that Russia will contest it.
Putin argued that the arbitration court in The
Hague, Netherlands, which issued the ruling last

year, does not have jurisdiction over Russia.
The court ruled that Russia must pay damages to

shareholders in the oil company, which was disman-
tled in a politically driven onslaught that saw its chief
executive, Mikhail Khodorkovsky, sentenced to 10
years in prison. EU and US sanctions over Ukraine
have helped push Russia’s economy into recession
and cut investment and imports dramatically. Putin,
however, argued Friday that the Russian economy is
on the path to recovery and that the West hurt itself
by imposing the sanctions.

Foreign policy
Asked about the downing of a Malaysia Airlines

plane over eastern Ukraine last July that killed all 298
people on board and triggered the toughening of
Western sanctions, Putin said it’s necessary to wait for
the conclusions of the Dutch Safety Board, which is
investigating the crash. Controversy continues over
who downed the airliner. Ukraine and the West sus-
pect it was destroyed by a Russian surface-to-air mis-
sile fired by Russian soldiers or Russia-backed sepa-
ratist rebels fighting in the area. Russia denies that.

Putin referred to an unofficial report alleging that
the damage to the Malaysian airliner could have
been inflicted by a missile launched from the area
held by Ukrainian forces at the time. Putin’s speech
on the economy decidedly lacked any engagement
on his part or specific proposals to turn around the
economy. A large number of Russian and foreign
investors in the audience were reading news or

emails on their smartphones as Putin delivered a
speech in which he did not address the severe crisis
that businesses in Russia are facing.

In contrast to the economy speech, Putin was
much more animated while responding to questions
about foreign policy. His emphasis on foreign policy
has reflected the way the Kremlin has been running
Russia since the Ukrainian conflict began. Critics have
blamed Putin for sacrificing the country’s economic
growth for geopolitical ends such as the 2014 annex-
ation of Crimea.— AP 

ST PETERSBURG: Russian President Vladimir
Putin meets with investors at an economic
forum. —AP 

Austria in shock after 
deadly street rampage

VIENNA: The Austrian city of Graz was in
shock on yesterday after three people
including a young boy were mowed down
by a “mentally unstable” man charging
through a pedestrian street in a 4x4. The
26-year-old driver, who gave himself up to
police after Saturday’s tragedy, is not yet in
a condition to be questioned, the prosecu-
tion said. “The wounds will be difficult to
heal, it will take time,” Interior Minister
Johanna Mikl-Leitner said during a visit yes-
terday to the scene on one of Graz’s main
shopping streets. “What happened here is
unthinkable. There is no excuse for it.”
Shoppers described scenes of terror as the
car ploughed into the pedestrian street at
over 100 kilometers an hour, forcing people
to scramble out of harm’s way.

During his rampage, the driver briefly
got out of the car wielding a knife and
wounded two people, the head of the
investigation Kurt Kemeter said. A four-
year-old boy, a 24-year-old woman and a
man, 28, were killed and another 34 were
injured. Six remain in hospital where their

condition was said to be stable. The sus-
pect, a father of two, was described as a
“mentally unbalanced” man, according to
governor Hermann Schuetzenhoefer.

Regional police chief Josef Klamminger
ruled out a terrorist motive. “We can say
clearly and without doubt that it is an iso-
lated incident without political or extremist
motivation,” he said. An initial investigation
revealed that the driver showed symptoms
of “psychosis” and was known for “acts of
violence”, which led to him being barred
from the family home at the end of May.

Austrian President Heinz Fischer said he
was “deeply shocked” by the attack. “People
were screaming in panic and rushed into
the stores to seek shelter,” said one woman
at the scene, adding that the crashing of
metal chairs on cafe terraces sounded like
“a shootout”. Several thousand people
attended a memorial on Saturday night in
Graz, where a huge sign reading “Graz in
mourning” was erected on the main square.
Flowers, candles and soft toys were laid in
memory of the three who died. — AFP 





POKHARA: Boatman Hem Gurung waits listlessly on
the deserted banks of Lake Phewa in the shadow of
Nepal’s spectacular Annapurna mountain range for
tourists that do not come. “Since the earthquake,
Pokhara has been empty,” Gurung complained to AFP
in the lakeside resort, which once thronged with
tourists attracted by its Himalayan vistas and outdoor
adventure activities. “Without tourists there is no
work. I should be making thousands, but at the
moment we are lucky to earn a hundred or two ($1-2)
a day,” said the 49-year-old, who has worked as a
boatman and tourist guide in Pokhara for 15 years.

Pokhara’s cheery backpacker cafes, hotels and
handicraft stores escaped the quake unscathed-as
did the popular Annapurna trekking trails that snake
upwards from the resort. Yet tourist arrivals have fall-
en off a cliff since the April 25 disaster, and bookings
are 95 percent down on the same period last year. It is
a pattern replicated across the desperately poor
Himalayan country, which relies on tourism for
around four percent of its gross domestic product
and 3.5 percent of all employment.

‘Revenue is gone’
“About 90 percent of tour bookings until

September have been cancelled,” said Dal Bahadur
Limbu, who runs Kathmandu-based travel agent Fast

Travel and Tours. “Revenue from this season is gone.”
Many popular tourist destinations were devastated
by the quake, which together with a strong May 12
aftershock killed nearly 8,800 people and destroyed
half a million homes.

The disaster struck at the height of the spring
trekking season in Nepal and killed dozens of tourists,
stranding many others in remote mountain areas cut
off by landslides and accessible only by helicopter. It
triggered a massive avalanche that wiped out the vil-
lage of Langtang, a stopping-off point on a popular
trekking route of the same name, burying it under
tons of ice and rock.

Another avalanche hit Everest base camp at its
busiest time ahead of the spring climbing season,
killing 18 people. But many tourist draws were virtual-
ly untouched-including the popular Annapurna trails
in the west of the country, the wildlife-rich national
parks of the southern plains and Buddha’s birthplace,
Lumbini.

‘We are victims too’ 
“We have to let the world know that we are safe

and ready to welcome travelers,” said Ganesh Bahadur
Bhattarai, who is coordinating a campaign to bring
tourists back to Pokhara for the autumn season. The
tourism entrepreneur is pushing for an international

airport in Pokhara a long-stalled project conceived 40
years ago.

“Kathmandu is the only gateway for international
tourists, but it was affected by the quake,” he said.
Many Western countries, including the United States,
Britain and Canada, are still advising against all non-
essential travel to Nepal, citing the risk of aftershocks
and further landslides in quake-hit areas. Most travel
insurance policies are invalidated by such advice, a
major deterrent to tourism.

Many of Nepal’s tourists come from neighboring
India and China, neither of which have advised
against travel. But arrivals from both countries have
fallen dramatically and travel companies in Nepal
said Chinese tourists were having trouble getting
official permission to travel there. Eager to lure for-
eign visitors back, Nepal’s government recently
reopened the historic former royal squares of the
Kathmandu Valley and declared the area open for
tourism.

The government estimates it needs more than
$400 million to rebuild damage to infrastructure.
Tourism ministry spokesman Madan Krishna Sapkota
said the effect might last two more years, with losses
estimated at $623 million. But some experts see that
as optimistic because it does not take into account
the trickle-down effect on local economies. — AFP 
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TOKYO: Foreign ministers from Japan and South Korea
held a rare meeting yesterday on the eve of the 50th
anniversary since their countries normalized relations
marred by Japan’s colonization and World War II con-
quest. Yet, the ties between the most important US
allies in Asia are so low that one hoped-for outcome of
the meeting is an agreement for the countries’ leaders
to just show up at today’s ceremonies in their respec-
tive capitals, instead of exchanging written state-
ments.

“It’s a grave situation, and what’s more serious is
that Japan’s diplomacy toward South Korea has turned
harsher against the backdrop of public sentiment,” said
Junya Nishino, a political science professor at Keio
University. Yun Byung-se’s visit yesterday was the first
by a South Korean foreign minister since 2011. Yun
and his Japanese counterpart, Fumio Kishida, shook
hands but made no comment during the several min-
utes of media coverage at the outset of their highly
sensitive talks. They were expected to discuss Japan’s
sexual enslavement of Korean women and other out-
standing issues related to wartime history.  Yun is set
to meet with Japan’s Prime Minister Shinzo Abe today
before attending anniversary events in Tokyo.

Lost trust 
According to a poll by Japanese newspaper Asahi

and South Korea’s Dong-a Ilbo, published Saturday,
more than half of the respondents in both countries
say their image of the other side has worsened in the
past five years. The poll also found that 87 percent of
South Koreans feel strongly about better relations with
their neighbor, compared to 64 percent in Japan.

“Trust between Japan and South Korea has been

largely lost, and it’s not easy to restore it right away,”
said Nishino. Abe and South Korean President Park
Geun-hye have yet to hold fully fledged bilateral talks
since taking office in 2012 and 2013, respectively.
Washington has been concerned about its allies’
strained relations.

They are rooted in Japan’s colonization of Korea,
from 1910 to the end of World War II. The relations
improved in the late 1990s, following Japanese apolo-
gies, cultural exchanges and a Korean pop culture
boom in the 2000s, but nosedived a few years ago
largely because of differences over their shared histo-

ry. Many Koreans still remember Japan’s 35-year colo-
nization as the era of brutality and humiliation, during
which they were forced to use Japanese names and
language while their pride, heritage and sense of iden-
tity were severely threatened. After ties were normal-
ized, three more decades passed before Seoul officially
allowed Japanese films and other popular culture back
into the country.

Sour sentiment 
A downturn started in 2012, when then-South

Korean President Lee Myung-bak visited a cluster of
Seoul-controlled islets also claimed by Japan. As pub-
lic sentiment soured, ethnic Koreans in Japan, many of
whom descendants of forced laborers, became target
of racial insults by right-wing extremists.

Anti-Korean books and magazines have become
bookstore staples, while Korean pop idols who once
dominated Japanese TV shows have largely disap-
peared, and many shops in downtown Tokyo once
known as Korea Town closed. Nishino said the deterio-
ration in relations could also be traced to South Korea’s
rising economic clout and international profile, which
have touched a nerve for many Japanese, who have
lost confidence in their own leadership amid econom-
ic slump and political disarray.

Tokyo maintains that the 1965 treaty settled all
compensation claims between Japan and South Korea,
but Seoul says wartime crimes, including sexual slav-
ery, should be readdressed. Economic relations are still
generally strong, although Japanese tourist arrivals
and direct investment in South Korea have declined
since 2012, while those from South Korea have
remained relatively stable. — AP 

Japan, S Korea marks 50-year treaty

Frustration as tourists 

stay away from Nepal

KUNDUZ: Taleban insurgents advancing on the capi-
tal of a northern Afghan province have captured a key
adjoining district, officials said yesterday, sparking
renewed alarm among residents who fear the fall of
the besieged city. The Taleban launched their annual
summer offensive in late April with a brazen assault in
Kunduz province, coming close to overrunning the
provincial capital and sending civilian casualties soar-
ing in outlying districts.

The capture of the worst-affected Chardarah dis-

trict-at the edge of Kunduz city-on Saturday reignited
concerns over its potential fall as insurgents escalate
their annual summer offensive. “The district has fallen
to Taleban after hours of fierce fighting. Twelve Afghan
forces have lost their lives and 17 have been wound-
ed,” Chardarah district chief Mohammad Yousuf Ayubi
told AFP.

The militants are now as close as three kilometers
to Kunduz city, increasingly hemmed in by the insur-
gency, with sporadic fighting still ongoing between

the Taleban and pro-government forces. The fall of a
provincial capital would be a major setback for the
Afghan government, which has been fighting a
resilient Taleban insurgency since the 2001 US-led
invasion of Afghanistan.

Deputy Afghan army Chief General Murad Ali
Murad said at least 70 security forces were surrounded
by Taleban insurgents in Chardarah. “We are going to
start a military operation to retake the district yester-
day evening,” he told AFP. Abdul Sabor Nasrati, the
police chief of the province on the border with
Tajikistan, said the government was rushing reinforce-
ments to Chardarah.

Fighting season 
Civilians are bearing the brunt of a large-scale

insurgent offensive in Kunduz, the keystone of the
Taleban’s summer fighting season which is expected
to be the bloodiest in a decade. The province is facing
a humanitarian crisis, with thousands of families
trapped in a vortex of violence as militancy spreads
across the north, beyond traditional Taleban hotbeds
in the south and east. Fierce battles between insur-
gents and government forces in Chardarah late
Saturday sent terrified residents fleeing towards
Kunduz city, carrying babies, livestock and household
possessions.  “The Taleban attacked our village and
both sides sprayed bullets in all directions,” said 60-
year-old Bibi Gul, clutching an infant. “The Taleban are
fighting during the fasting month of Ramadan. They
are not Muslims,” she told AFP. The militants recently
rebuffed requests from senior Afghan clerics to halt
attacks during Ramadan despite surging civilian casu-
alties. — AFP 

Alarm as Taleban advance on northern Afghan city

Tourism down 95 percent since quake    

DHARAMSALA: The Dalai Lama marked his
official 80th birthday yesterday, with prayers
and celebrations at his hometown in exile but
little to show for decades of lobbying for greater
Tibetan autonomy. The Nobel laureate will be in
the United States when he turns 80 on July 6,
but yesterday is his official birthday according
to the Tibetan lunar calendar, and he celebrated
with his fans and followers in Dharamsala.

The Tibetan spiritual leader addressed fellow
exiles and Indian dignitaries in the north Indian
hill town where he has lived since fleeing Tibet
in 1959 after a failed uprising against Chinese
rule. “It’s a massive gathering here with 8,000
people and there are dignitaries from around
the world who have come to be part of the day-
long celebration,” Tsering Wangchuk,
spokesman for the government-in-exile, said.
“His holiness’s speech concluded just a little
while ago... and now he is eating lunch with the
public,” Wangchuk said, adding that he spoke of
his teachings on universal responsibility and
compassion.

The event included traditional dancing and
a special long life prayer for the Buddhist spiri-
tual leader, who shows no sign of slowing
down. Although he has officially given up his
political role, the Dalai Lama maintains a hectic
schedule of foreign travel and is due to visit
Britain this month before travelling on to the
United States. But his retirement from politics in
2011 was a reminder to exiled Tibetans that the
man who remains the universally recognized
face of the movement will not be around forev-
er.

“The two big questions are what will happen
after he’s gone and whether Tibetans inside and
outside China will look to his replacement in the
same way,” said Jayadeva Ranade, president of

the Centre for China Analysis and Strategy in
New Delhi. Yesterday’s ceremony in
Dharamsala-home to thousands of Tibetan
refugees-is a time for celebration, but also for
reflection on the Dalai Lama’s push for greater
autonomy for Tibet under Chinese rule. The eld-
erly monk’s promotion of non-violence along
with his ready laugh have made him a global
peace icon and kept Tibet firmly in the global
spotlight. He has been a unifying force for
Tibetans inside and outside the mountainous
region, but has little to show for his decades of
lobbying for autonomy. Formal negotiations
with Beijing broke down in 2010 after making
no headway, and many exiled Tibetans remain
deeply skeptical about renewing them.

Questions over succession 
Beijing accuses the Dalai Lama of seeking to

split Tibet from the rest of China and has called
him a “wolf in sheep’s clothing”.  In 2011 the
Dalai Lama delegated his political responsibili-
ties to a prime minister elected by Tibetan exiles
in an attempt to lessen his own totemic status
and secure the movement’s future after his
death. But he remains the most powerful rally-
ing point for Tibetans, both in exile and in their
homeland. Last year he told German newspa-
per Welt Am Sonntag that doctors had told him
he could live to 100, adding, “In my dreams I will
die at the age of 113 years.” Nonetheless
advancing years have raised questions over
who will succeed him. The soul of a senior lama
is believed to be reincarnated after death in the
body of a child. Traditionally the search for a
new Dalai Lama is conducted by high lamas-
senior monks who fan out across Tibet to look
for the child who shows signs of being the rein-
carnation. — AFP 

Tibetans pray for Dalai Lama 

at 80th birthday celebration

TOKYO: South Korea’s Foreign Minister Yun Byung-se, (left) and his Japanese counterpart Fumio
Kishida reach out to shake hands at the Foreign Ministry’s Iikura Guesthouse. — AP 

POKHARA: In this photograph taken on June 10, 2015, empty boats are moored on Lake Phewa in a Nepalese tourist resort. — AFP 

DHARAMSALA:  The Dalai Lama greets thousands of his followers at his 80th birthday
celebrations at Tsuglakhang temple in McLeod Ganj yesterday as the Prime Minister of
the Central Tibetan Administration Lobsang Sangay (left) gestures. — AFP  

YANGON: Myanmar opposition leader
Aung San Suu Kyi called on her party yes-
terday to push for a landslide victory at
crucial elections expected later this year
as she celebrated her birthday with sup-
porters. The comments came after the
Nobel Peace Prize winner-who turned 70
on Friday-cut a birthday cake alongside
fellow National League for Democracy
(NLD) luminaries during an official cele-
bration at a restaurant famed for being a
dissident meeting place.

Myanmar is expected to hold its first
national vote in a quarter of a century
sometime in October or November with
many expecting Suu Kyi’s NLD to sweep
the board if the polls are free and fair. But
the dissident turned opposition politician
warned party members against showing
any complacency in the run up to the
vote.

“ We the National  League for
Democracy need to have a landslide win
in the election,” she told suppor ters.
“Whatever we continue to do, with the
support of the people and the strong will
of our party members we will be success-
ful,” she added. Her comments under-

score the long road to electoral success
the NLD still faces, even though military
rule has given way to a quasi-reformist
government promising clean polls.

Under Myanmar’s current constitution,
a quarter of parliamentary seats are still
reserved for unelected soldiers. Analysts
say the NLD needs to win as many seats
as possible if they hope to effectively
challenge the military’s hold on parlia-
ment.  Meanwhile Suu Kyi is barred from
becoming president under a rule that
excludes those with foreign spouses and
children-a provision seen as aimed direct-
ly at Suu Kyi, whose two sons are British.
Technically Suu Kyi has yet to decide
whether the NLD will even contest the
polls. On Saturday she said a decision
would be made shortly.

But in many ways, she has already
begun campaigning with a series of high
profile public appearances and speeches
in recent months designed to solidify her
position as the country’s pre-eminent
opposition politician. The NLD are cur-
rently holding a two-day annual confer-
ence which has been dominated by dis-
cussions on the election. — AFP 

Myanmar’s Suu Kyi eyes 

landslide election win

KUNDUZ: Afghan troops walk in the Chardarah district of Kunduz province. — AFP 
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About 30 MPs then signed a memo demanding a
debate in the National Assembly over the issue and MP
Ahmad Al-Qhudhaibi vowed that if Omair fails to provide
answers, he will file to grill him. MP Youssef Al-Zalzalah said
that MPs want Omair to name those big contractors and
those involved in corruption in order to be able to help
him during the debate.

One positive signal however came from MP Khalaf
Dumaitheer who said yesterday that he has withdrawn his
name from the 30 MPs demanding a debate, saying that
the minister’s statements have been highly inflated.

Dumaitheer said that the minister has not mentioned
names in his statements and just made a general reference
to the issue and accordingly should be assisted to rectify
any errors.

MP Mansour Al-Dhafiri meanwhile said that the
National Assembly is expected to approve in the second
and final votes two laws regulating the affairs of domestic
helpers in the country. He said that the two draft laws have
been slightly amended and will be sent back to the
National Assembly for the vote. 

In another development, head of the public funds pro-
tection committee MP Abdullah Al-Turaifi said the commit-

tee has recommended that the assembly should refer the
finances of the 16th Gulf Football Cup tournament to the
public prosecution for suspected irregularities.

He said that the committee has also recommended that
the 23rd Gulf Cup due to be hosted by Kuwait later this
year should be handled by the ministry of sports and
youth instead of the Kuwait Football Federation.

National Assembly Speaker Marzouk Al-Ghanem also
said that the Assembly has received the government’s
draft law on the independence of the judiciary, but added
that it will not be approved in the Assembly this term
before complete agreement with the government.

Sentenced
The criminal court yesterday sentenced human rights

activist Rana Jassem Al-Saadoun to three years in jail for
criticizing HH the Amir by repeating parts of a speech
made by leading opposition figure Mussallam Al-Barrak.
The ruling was issued in absentia as Saadoun is currently in
Lebanon. Lawyers said that the harsh sentence was issued
because Saadoun was not present.

Barrak delivered a speech at a public rally on October
15, 2012 to warn against the planned amendment of the
electoral law.  He was sentenced to five years in jail but the
term was later reduced to two years.

Ex-speaker Rashed submits reform...

Continued from Page 1

I strongly urge everyone to try his level best to fall in the
third category, which is the highest of all.  Our long-sought
goal should be to keep Allah in our minds all the time with
the realization that He watches over us all the time. 

b. The fast of special people, which entails not only
abstaining from food, drinks and enjoying conjugal rites
from dawn to dusk but also keeping one’s eyes, tongue,
hands, feet, hearing and seeing, as well as other parts of
the body, away from committing sins. Abu Huraira narrated
that Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said, “Whoever doesn’t
abandon false speech or acting upon it, there is no need
for him to abstain from food and drinks.” (Imam Al-Bukhari
1903). In this Hadith, Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) informs
us that real fasting is to abstain from sins as much as possi-
ble. You can’t claim you are fasting yet you tell lies, give a
false testimony or commit any other sin, for that matter. 

On this issue, Jaber bin Abdullah (may Allah be pleased
with him) said, “When fasting, your ears, eyes, and mouth
should shun lying as well as committing other sins.
Moreover, there should be a change in you when fasting. In
other words, you should be a better person when you are
fasting than when you are not. Moreover, fasting should be
a training course for you to become a reformed person.”
(Al-Bayhaqi and Ibn Abi Shayba) 

c. Fasting of the crËme de la crËme, which entails, keep-
ing one’s heart from lowly aspirations and motives as well
as thoughts that would keep one far from Allah (SWT).
Anyone in this category should be preoccupied with things
that please Allah. An emissary from Azerbaijan was sent by
his king to meet Umar bin Al-Khattaab when he was the
caliph of Muslims. When it was time for lunch, Umar gave
him an option either to with the poor Muslims or rather
with Umar himself. According to protocol, the man
thought he was supposed to eat with the caliph - Umar.
The emissary was surprised to find out that Umar’s lunch
was bread soaked in water and seasoned with salt; after
the meal, Umar thanked Allah (SWT). After that, Umar took
him to the poor where he found them enjoying a sumptu-
ous meal. He was shocked to find out that poor Muslims
were having a better meal than their caliph. By this, Umar
demonstrated that he would rather be preoccupied with
pleasing Allah (SWT) than with satisfying his carnal desires. 

Other facts about Ramadan
Fasting during the month of Ramadan was given prefer-

ence over other acts of worship for two reasons: 
a. It is a secret and an intrinsic act; no one sees it except

Allah (SWT) and the fasting person and it can’t be tainted
by dissemblance. When carrying out other acts of worship,
people see us. However, no one can tell for sure whether
someone is fasting. Someone may claim to be fasting yet
when he is secluded in a room or any other place he eats
and drinks when and where only Allah (SWT) can see him.  

b. By fasting, a Muslim actually conquers the devil,
which capitalizes on food, drinks and other carnal desires

to lure human beings into committing sins. By fasting, the
devil is restrained in that it is no longer active in one’s
blood stream. 

• Al-Hulaimi (a celebrated Muslim scholar and pious
man) said, “All acts of worship are performed either by
doing some actions or avoiding some shameful deeds.
Fasting restrains the act of satisfying one’s carnal desires
illicitly; and this in itself represents patience. On the other
hand, doing acts of worship that are required of us requires
a lot of patience. Therefore, fasting is half of patience (and
this explains why Ramadan in some instances is referred to
as the month of patience).” (Mukhtasar Minhaaj Al-
Qasideen 44) 

• There are many benefits that accrue to a Muslim who
observes the fast,  especially during the month of
Ramadan. Abu Huraira (may Allah be pleased with him)
narrated that Prophet Muhammad (Peace be upon him)
said, “Whoever fasts during the month of Ramadan out of
faith in Allah and expecting rewards from Him, will get all
his previous sins forgiven.”  

• Fasting was also prescribed to the people before us
albeit differently: Allah (SWT) says what can be translated
as: “O you who believe! Fasting has been prescribed for you
as it was prescribed for those before you so that you may
earn piety (guarding yourselves against sin and in the long
run against Allah’s wrath.)” (2: 183) 

Allah (SWT) informs us in the above-quoted verse that
fasting was also prescribed to those before us, which com-
forts us despite the difficulty in it. He also wants to avert
some complaints from some people with weak faith who
may ask, “Why did Allah single us out by commanding us
to fast?” It is also an indication that inasmuch as Allah com-
pleted His bounties and favors upon us, He also granted
them to those whom He willed among the people who
preceded us. 

The phrase: “so that you may gain piety,” implies that
fasting is a shield that keeps us away from committing sins;
the act - if observed - will keep us away from the hell-fire. 

Finally, Ramadan is the month of generosity: Abdullah
bin Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him and his father)
said, “Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) used to be the most
generous of all people; yet he used to be more generous in
Ramadan, especially when archangel Jibril would visit him.
Jibril used to visit him every night of Ramadan to review
the Qur’an with him. Therefore, the Prophet (PBUH), after
meeting with Jibril, he would be more generous in doing
good deeds than a (pollinating) wind.” (Imam Al-Bukhari
3,220) 

Courtesy of the TIES Center, the social and educational
hub for English Speaking Muslims in Kuwait. For more
information, please call 25231015 or e-mail info@tiescen-
ter.net or visit www.tiescenter.net. 

Courtesy of the TIES Center, the social and educational
hub for English-speaking Muslims in Kuwait. For more
information, please call 25231015/6 or e-mail info@ties-
center.net or visit www.tiescenter.net.

The three levels of fasting 
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A spokesman for the German Federal Police said a
52-year-old man was arrested at Berlin’s Tegel airport
following an international arrest warrant from the
Egyptian authorities.

Egyptian Foreign Ministry spokesman Badr Abdelatty
said Egypt was coordinating with the German authori-
ties. “He is accused of a crime and was sentenced so of
course we have called for him to be returned,” he said.

Critics accuse the west of turning a blind eye
towards what they say is Egypt’s crackdown on dissent
and freedom of speech in favor of improved economic
ties and regional security cooperation.

Sisi visited Germany earlier in June at Chancellor
Angela Merkel’s invitation. The head of Germany’s par-
liament cancelled a meeting with him, citing rights vio-
lations in Egypt. During Sisi’s visit, German industrial
company Siemens signed an 8-billion-euro deal ($9 bil-
lion) with Egypt to supply gas and wind power plants
to boost the country’s electricity generation by 50 per-

cent.
Yesterday, deputy head of the Left Party in

Germany’s parliament Wolfgang Gehrcke told the
Koelner Stadt-Anzeiger newspaper: “Everyone knows
that the rule of law in Egypt is built on sand - if you can
even speak of a rule of law. Of course we can’t extradite
him. In countries where there is the death penalty,
there should be no extraditions in general.”

The Cairo government denies allegations of wide-
spread human rights abuses. Egypt released Australian
Al Jazeera journalist Peter Greste in February this year
after 400 days in prison on charges that included aid-
ing a terrorist group. Mohamed Fahmy, a naturalized
Canadian who has given up his Egyptian citizenship,
and Egyptian Baher Mohamed were released on bail in
February after spending more than a year in custody.
The journalists were originally sentenced to between
seven and 10 years in prison on charges including
spreading lies to help a terrorist organization, which
they have denied. Egypt’s high court ordered a retrial in
January. — Reuters

Al-Jazeera journalist to face judge soon 

LAHORE: Pakistani Muslims gather for iftar food before breaking their fast during Ramadan in
Lahore yesterday. — AFP



By Eric Randolph

Tweets and YouTube videos by fight-
ers from the Islamic State group
have allowed analysts to pinpoint

their movements in Iraq and Syria, high-
l ighting the group’s increasing push
towards government strongholds. The
data compiled by Britain-based analysts
from IHS Conflict Monitor, and shared
exclusively with AFP, shows how the
Islamic State (IS) group is probing beyond
the territory it currently holds and push-
ing the bulk of its  forces towards
Damascus and Baghdad.

IHS ranks the most reliable Twitter and
YouTube accounts from known IS mili-
tants, as well as opposition activists and
government sources, using the geo-loca-
tion data from around 4,000 entries a
month to map attacks ranging from assas-
sinations to large-scale bomb attacks.

“The Islamic State is shifting its atten-
tion to the weakened Syrian government
at the expense of losing territory to the
Kurds in northern Syria,” said Firas Abi-Ali,
head of Middle East analysis for IHS. “We
see the group’s operational reach goes far
beyond the territory it controls,” he added.
“This is a continually expanding project,

there is no limit to where they would stop.”
The IHS data from March to May showed
IS was making a tactical decision not to
launch offensives against Kurdish forces
on the northern front, which could leave
its forces vulnerable to air strikes. 

“Neither the Kurds nor the Islamic State
appear interested in changing that front
line,” said Richard Jackson, deputy head of
political violence forecasting at IHS. “That
frees up IS fighters to push towards the
capitals.” The exception has been a key
border crossing into Turkey, Tal Abyad,
which the Kurds recaptured from IS this
week.

Tal Abyad was the main entry point for
IS to bring in foreign fighters, weapons
and supplies-forcing the group to throw
men and resources at trying to defend it.
But Jackson said that would be an excep-
tion, with IS forces continuing to press
towards Syrian and Iraqi government
strongholds.

“They’re not strong enough to take
Damascus because the strong Sunni
threat in that region is (Al-Qaeda affiliate)
Jabhat Al-Nusra and Jaish Al-Islam, but
they will push towards the Damascus-
Homs road,” cutting off the Syrian regime
of Bashar Al-Assad from his Alawite com-

munity’s coastal stronghold of Latakia. 
“Damascus is important, but Latakia is

their home,” said Jackson. “That frightens
Assad supporters.”

‘Divide and conquer’ 
Abi-Ali said the team began the mapping

project and ranking the reliability of sources
in January 2014 to try to sift through the lies
from all sides in the war. “What we’ve seen in
the Syrian conflict is groups over-reporting
their activity to gain credibility. There were a
lot of unsubstantiated claims that one side
or another was winning,” he said.

Given the speed of their movement, IS
fighters have made little effort to disguise
their locations on social media. “They rely
heavily on their mobility, they move
between battle fronts quite quickly and
effectively, so they are less worried about
giving away their location,” said Abi-Ali.

In Iraq, weak security forces and an inef-
fectual government mean IS is still able to
make offensive gains despite a massive
international effort involving thousands of
air strikes, deliveries of weapons and other
equipment and training for Iraqi forces.

The IHS data shows IS pushing into the
capital, with 70 improvised explosive device
(IED) attacks in Baghdad between February

and April, as well as three suicide bombings. 
“This is about undermining the enemy’s

will to fight,” said Abi-Ali. “In their grander
aspirations, it’s about inflicting enough casu-
alties that you bring down the government
or spark an exodus of the enemy popula-
tion.”  Some IS operatives were members of
the feared intelligence services under the
regime of former Iraqi leader Saddam
Hussein, and the group has been able to
infiltrate towns, villages and tribes to lay the
ground for takeovers.

“They have really well-structured sleeper
cells,” said Jackson. “The beards come off.
They speak against the Islamic State to see
who disagrees. It’s divide and conquer.” In
the long-term, IS brutality and its totalitarian
approach could provide an opening for oth-
er militant groups, including Al-Qaeda,
which has been displaced by IS as the most
active and feared jihadist organisation.

“Al-Qaeda tends to work with a group to
take over an area and then back off, letting
the local group run it,” said Jackson, citing
examples in Yemen and Syria.

“That sort of cooperative approach is
more likely to pay dividends than the IS
approach of mass executions and killing all
the dissenters. But that’s long-term, and
we’re talking years.” —AFP
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Chad’s decision to ban women from wearing the Islamic
veil, which came two days after bloody suicide bomb-
ings hit the capital, has divided Muslims but the gov-

ernment defends it as part of an anti-terror strategy. “Wearing
the burqa must stop immediately from today,” Prime Minister
Kalzeube Pahimi Deubet told religious leaders on Wednesday,
after the twin bombings left 33 people dead and more than
100 others injured in the capital N’Djamena.

Nobody has claimed responsibility for the attacks, but
authorities blame Nigerian jihadist group Boko Haram, which
has carried out many suicide bombings inside Nigeria in the
past six years, sometimes by women who hid explosives
under modest outer garments.

Chad’s army has spearheaded a regional military effort to
fight Boko Haram as the militant sect extended activities
beyond Nigeria’s northeastern borders.  After Monday’s blasts,
the Chadian air force bombed Boko Haram positions inside
Nigeria.

Many Muslim women in N’Djamena wear the full-face veil
with just the eyes exposed known as the niqab, which is usu-
ally black. But Deubet outlawed any clothing “where you can
only see the eyes”.

In a country where Muslims make up 53 percent of the
population-with Christians accounting for 35 percent-the ban
on the Islamic veil, including the completely face-covering
burqa, has prompted mixed reactions.

Abdelsadick Djidda, a 45-year-old teacher, said the move
was “taken for our safety”. “Wearing the burqa doesn’t derive
from Chadian culture,” he said. “It comes from elsewhere. And
it’s recommended nowhere in the holy book (the Koran).”

Djidda added: “As a Muslim, I find that people go over-
board a little with this camouflage.”

‘Seize all burqas on sale’ 
Other Muslims are shocked by the decision, which comes

as the holy fasting month of Ramadan gets under way. Hassan
Barka, a mechanic, said he didn’t see the connection between
the burqa and terrorism. “It isn’t people in burqas who commit
attacks and this dress has become customary for many
Chadians,” said Barka, a mechanic. “It is difficult to implement
this decision. Maybe time is needed to spread awareness.”

The tough prohibition is a first in Africa. Some countries
like Tunisia ordered similar measures before now because of a
growing risk of terrorist attacks, but they were partial and
temporary steps.

The Chadian regime has ordered security forces to “go into
the markets and seize all burqas on sale and burn them”, while
warning of arrest and summary trial for anyone caught
dressed in the veil and robe. “The Superior Council of Islamic
Affairs (CSAI) finds that the government’s decision is not con-
trary to the principles of Islam,” influential CSAI chairman
Cheick Hussein Hassan Abakar has ruled.

In a poor nation that bears deep scars after the bloody
inter-faith clashes during a civil war in 1979-1982, President
Idriss Deby Itno has long been wary of the emergence of
extremist movements.

In power since 1990, when he toppled dictator Hissene
Habre-who is set to go on trial in Senegal for crimes against
humanity on July 20 — Deby has repeatedly stressed that “the
secular nature of the state is an essential value”.

‘Very tolerant Islam’ 
“We’re lucky to have very tolerant Islam. The Muslims of

Chad are mainly Sufis, they are pacifists,” said the secretary
general of King Faisal University in N’Djamena, Abakar Walar
Modou. “But Islam can be manipulated. In (the civil war) politi-
cians tried to plunge Christians and Muslims into chaos,” he
recalled.

As Boko Haram has gained ground towards N’Djamena,
which lies on the border with a narrow strip of Cameroon that
separates it from Nigeria, the authorities have redoubled their
watch over the capital. The regime seeks to prevent radical
Islam from taking root in Chad, where conservative Wahhabis
and Salafis make up between five and 10 percent of Muslims,
according to the US State Department.

“The Boko Haram phenomenon has thus far had no
impact on the population, but the risk is there,” warned Walar
Modou. “The CSAI keeps an extremely close watch over
Koranic teachings, preaching in the mosques and even the
radio,” he added.

Last March, authorities dissolved a Salafist association held
to be a risk to law and order. International watchdog Freedom
House in 2013 reported bans on some Islamic charities oper-
ating in poor districts. “Purely and simply banning an associa-
tion is no solution,” Walar Modou said. “You can’t halt an ideol-
ogy that way, it causes frustration.” —AFP

By Martin Zoutane with Celia Lebur in Libreville
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Chad’s ban on Islamic 
veil after attacks 
divides Muslims

Twitter, YouTube analysis pinpoints IS strategy

By Robert Macpherson

Achilling website apparently created by
Dylann Roof emerged Saturday in which
the accused Charleston church shooter rails

against African Americans and appears in photo-
graphs with guns and burning the US flag. It came
to light as a mournful vigil Friday for the nine black
worshippers killed at Emanuel African Methodist
Episcopal Church gave way to anger and protests
in Charleston and the state capital Columbia.

The church, one of the most historic African-
American places of worship, meanwhile reopened,
three days after a bloodbath that fueled simmer-
ing racial tensions in the United States and reignit-
ed impassioned calls for gun-control laws. A ram-
bling 2,500-word manifesto on the website, laced
with racist lingo and spelling errors, does not bear
the 21-year-old suspected white supremacist’s
name. But its first-person style, its title-”Last
Rhodesian”-and references to Charleston and

apartheid South Africa suggested he was its
author. There were also photos of Roof on the site.

Roof, who went on the run after Wednesday’s
shooting, was caught a day later in neighboring
North Carolina and is in solitary confinement in jail
charged with nine counts of murder. The FBI said it
was “taking steps to verify the authenticity” of the
website. 

‘Take down the flag’ 
Somber mourning turned to anger Saturday,

with a rally at the state legislature in Columbia,
where the Confederate flag has been a focal point
for controversy for years. Unlike US and state flags,
it was not lowered to half-staff after the killings-
because, officials say, doing so by South Carolina
law requires approval from the state legislature.

While some whites consider the Civil War-era
flag an emblem of Southern regional pride and
heritage, others-black and white-see it as a sinister
symbol of white supremacy and racism. Several

hundred chanting demonstrators massed outside
the state house, the Confederate flag flapping in
the evening breeze. Several politicians, including
US President Barack Obama, weighed in on the
controversy Saturday. 

Former Republican White House hopeful Mitt
Romney posted on Twitter: “it’s time to take down
flag in SC.” In response, Obama tweeted: “Good
point, Mitt,” with a link to Romney’s comment. 

Obama, who said after the Charleston shoot-
ing the United States should closely examine its
gun laws, also recalled firearms deaths statistics on
Twitter Saturday.  “Here are the stats: Per popula-
tion, we kill each other with guns at a rate 297x
more than Japan, 49x more than France, 33x more
than Israel,” Obama tweeted. 

Haunting photos 
Roof ’s alleged online manifesto painted a

chilling portrait of an angry young man. “I have
no choice. I am not in the position to, alone, go

into the ghetto and fight,” the purported mani-
festo stated. “I chose Charleston because it is
most historic city in my state, and at one time
had the highest ratio of blacks to Whites in the
country. “We have no skinheads, no real KKK, no
one doing anything but talking on the Internet.
Well someone has to have the bravery to take it
to the real world, and I guess that has to be me.”

Downloadable files on the website contain
several haunting photos of Roof, who hails from
a small village outside Columbia, more than two
hours by car from Charleston. In one, he is seen
in a garden, holding a Confederate flag and
handgun, wearing aviator-style sunglasses and
oddly surrounded by potted flowers. Two others
depict Roof in a bedroom-one with a
Confederate flag, the other pointing a handgun
at the camera.

Some photos show him wearing garments
with the flags of Rhodesia, as Zimbabwe was
called under white rule, and apartheid-era
South Africa.

Kin voice forgiveness 
On Friday, Roof appeared via videolink in

court and heard devout relatives of the dead-
which included Emanuel’s chief pastor and state
senator Clementa Pinckney-express forgiveness.
Later, thousands-both white and black-gathered
for a twilight vigil at a college basketball arena,
singing the civi l  r ights anthem “ We Shall
Overcome” and vowing not to let the bloodbath
divide Charleston, the one-time American capi-
tal of the transatlantic slave trade.

A prayer service took place at Emanuel
African Methodist Episcopal Church yesterday,
where a large crowd gathered at a makeshift
memorial.

The shooting was the worst attack on a US
place of worship in decades and comes at a time
of revived racial tensions in many parts of the
nation. In San Francisco, Democratic presiden-
tial hopeful Hillary Clinton called for tougher
gun laws in the United States in the wake of the
tragedy. “Race remains a deep fault line in
America. Millions of people of color still experi-
ence racism in their everyday lives,” she said.
Authorities are treating the shooting as a hate
crime and investigating it as possible “domestic
terrorism.”

His arrest warrant revealed how he allegedly
shot the six women and three men, aged 26
through 87, multiple times with a high-caliber
handgun and then stood over a survivor to
make a “racially inflammatory” statement. Roof
faces the death penalty if convicted. —AFP

Racist ‘manifesto’ lays bare Charleston motive

CHARLESTON: Parishioners pray during services at the Emanuel AME Church, yesterday in Charleston four days
after a mass shooting that claimed the lives of the pastor and eight others. —AFP
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MELBOURNE:  The ACT Brumbies can look forward to a bout of jet-
lag along with the usual aches and pains after a Super Rugby playoff,
but believe they have the “character” to dig deep for an unlikely semi-
final win over rested Wellington Hurricanes.

The Canberra-based Brumbies showed their remarkable grit by
shrugging off a long-haul flight to Cape Town to trounce the Stormers
39-19 in their qualifying final on Saturday.

The return flight to Canberra and connecting leg to Wellington will
eat into the team’s preparations against the Hurricanes, who have
enjoyed the luxury of a week’s break for earning top spot on the table
at the end of the regular season.

“You’ve just got to dig deep and find that extra little bit,” long-serv-
ing Brumbies captain Stephen Moore told Australian media. “There’s
no avoiding the fact that (the travel) is not ideal.

“But that’s when the character of the side comes in ... I’m confident
that there’s enough character in the side to be able to take our game
to another level, which we are going to need to do.”

In all likelihood, they will need to do that without winger Henry
Speight, who was cited for a dangerous, lifting tackle and could be
banned for the rest of the playoffs.—Reuters

Brumbies eye Hurricanes
SANTA CLARA: Michael Phelps took a positive step forward in his attempts to
make the US team for the Rio Olympics when he posted his fastest time in the
200 metres butterfly since he launched his comeback. The 18-time Olympic
gold medallist clocked 1:57.62 to win the event at the Pro Swim Series meet in
Santa Clara, California, though he was still three seconds slower than the
fastest time of the year set by Japan’s Daiya Seto. “I would have like to have fin-
ished a little better but we have been doing things in workout that I haven’t
done a long time in butterfly,” he said in a poolside interview. “Having that
confidence back helped me.” Seto clocked 1:54.56 last month. The American is
coming off a high-altitude training stint and said he did not know whether he
would even try to qualify for the event for next year’s Rio Olympics. “We
haven’t really seen much progression in this event over the last couple of
years,” said Phelps, a two-time Olympic champion in the
event. “I came into tonight wanting to do 1:57 and I
did it. I’m not sure what’s going to happen over the
next year, but I’m just happy to do that (1:57)
because I think it’s going to help me a lot in the 100.”
The 29-year-old, who retired after the 2012
Olympics but launched a comeback last year, will not
contest August’s world championships in Russia, due to
a drink driving conviction last year. —Reuters

Phelps wins 200 butterfly
BANGKOK: Thai Prayad Marksaeng tamed the challenging Santiburi Samui
Country Club to win his ninth Asian Tour title with a two-shot victory at the
Queen’s Cup yeterday. The 49-year-old overturned a three-shot deficit with a final
round of six-under-par 65 to pip countryman Thanyakon Khrongpha to the title
with a winning total of 14-under-par 270 in the Asian Tour event at Koh Samui.
“To be able to win at 49 years old is just incredible for me. I am very proud of
myself,” Prayad, also the event’s 2013 winner, said after firing nine birdies against
three bogeys in his final round. “I knew Thanyakon was making a fast charge but I
didn’t really feel the pressure as he was playing ahead of me but I thought it
doesn’t matter if I lose because I was already sure that the trophy will remain in

Thailand,” he added. Thanyakon fell agonisingly short of his maiden title
after carding a matching 65. The 24-year-old birdied the fourth, eagled

the sixth before adding three more birdies after the turn but his
16th hole bogey dashed his title hopes. “I am disappointed to be
honest. I had come close to winning for a couple of times last year

and I have been wanting to win on the Asian Tour for so long,” he
said. “I played so well all day. I was really going for the win out there

until that bogey on the 16th.” A third Thai, Jazz Janewattananond
carded 66 to be joint third at 274, along with Siddikur Rahman

(68) of Bangladesh. Sri Lankan Mithun Perera carded a 69 to
finish two shots back in fifth place.—Reuters
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Prayad wins Asian Tour

WASHINGTON: Max Scherzer lost his bid
for a perfect game in startling fashion,
plunking a batter with two outs in the ninth
inning before finishing off a no-hitter
Saturday in the Washington Nationals’ 6-0
win over the Pittsburgh Pirates.

Scherzer came within one strike of
throwing the 22nd perfect game in major
league history since 1900. Pinch-hitter Jose
Tabata fouled off three 2-2 deliveries, then
seemed to slightly drop his elbow and got
clipped by Scherzer’s slider.

Scherzer immediately grimaced as the
ball ricocheted to the ground.  The crowd at
Nationals Park seemed stunned, too, and
surely many wondered whether Tabata had
leaned into the 86 mph pitch to get hit.
Scherzer (8-5) then retired Josh Harrison on
a deep fly to left and was swallowed up by
jubilant teammates near the mound. The
30-year-old righty struck out 10. Francisco
Liriano (4-6) took the loss.

YANKEES 14, TIGERS 3
Alex Rodriguez added to his momentous

weekend with a homer and five RBIs, Carlos
Beltran went deep from both sides of the
plate and the New York Yankees routed the
Detroit Tigers. Light-hitting Didi Gregorius
homered for the second consecutive night
and New York banged out a season-best 18
hits on Old-Timers’ Day at Yankee Stadium.

Brett Gardner tripled, doubled and sin-
gled his first three times up against Alfredo
Simon (7-4), sparking the Yankees to a
laugher from his leadoff spot. Chris Young
homered off backup infielder Josh Wilson in
the eighth and finished with three hits.

All the offense made things easy on
Nathan Eovaldi (6-2), who took a two-hit
shutout into the seventh. Bryan Mitchell
worked three innings for his first major
league save.

ORIOLES 5, BLUE JAYS 3
Caleb Joseph singled home the go-

ahead run with two outs in the ninth inning
and the Baltimore Orioles beat the Blue
Jays, ending Toronto’s home winning streak
at nine games. With the score 2-all, J.J.
Hardy reached on a force play and Ryan
Flaherty was hit by a pitch from Aaron Loup
(2-4) in the ninth. Joseph snapped an 0-for-
9 slump with his single. Ryan Tepera
relieved and surrendered a two-run double
to Manny Machado. Darren O’Day (3-0)
worked one inning for the win. Zach Britton
gave up Jose Bautista’s RBI single in the bot-
tom of the ninth but held on for his 19th
save. Toronto fell short of matching the
longest home winning streak in club histo-
ry. The Blue Jays won 10 straight at
Exhibition Stadium in 1985.

WHITE SOX 3, RANGERS 2
Carlos Rodon pitched six effective

innings and the Chicago White Sox snapped
a season-worst eight-game losing streak,
beating the Texas Rangers.

The White Sox scored more than two
runs for the first time in seven games. Adam
Eaton had two singles and scored a run.
Rodon (3-1) gave up two runs and four hits,
striking out five and walking three. Chicago
avoided losing nine consecutive games for
the first time since 2013. David Robertson
pitched the ninth for his 14th save in 18
chances. On Friday night, he allowed two
runs in the ninth of a 2-1 loss to the
Rangers. Nick Martinez (5-3) gave up two
earned runs in six innings for Texas.

CUBS 4, TWINS 1
Starlin Castro atoned for a costly error

the previous night with a two-run single in
the 10th inning, helping the Chicago Cubs
to a victory over the Minnesota Twins.

Castro’s error at shortstop in the first
inning Friday night got the Twins rolling to a
7-2 victory. But he ripped a one-out pitch
from Blaine Boyer (2-3) into center field to
break a 1-1 tie and help the Cubs improve
to 7-3 in extra-inning games this season.

Jon Lester allowed one run in 6 1/3
innings for the Cubs, and Anthony Rizzo had
two hits and an RBI. Jason Motte (4-1)
pitched a scoreless inning for the win and
Hector Rondon picked up his 12th save in
15 chances. Trevor May gave up one run in
six innings for Minnesota, which had won
three in a row. Kurt Suzuki connected for
this third homer.

ATHLETICS 4, ANGELS 1
Jesse Hahn pitched into the eighth

inning for his third consecutive win, Josh
Reddick hit a tiebreaking double in the sixth
and the Oakland Athletics beat the Los
Angeles Angels despite committing their
majors-leading 70th error.

One day after blowing a five-run lead
with ace Sonny Gray on the mound in a 12-7
loss, the A’s pounded out five doubles -
three in the three-run sixth.

Hahn (5-5) allowed one run and four hits
in 7 2/3 innings. Rookie Billy Burns had two
infield hits to raise his AL-leading mark to 21
for Oakland, which won for only the second
time in the last seven games between the
teams. Tyler Clippard retired four batters for
his 11th save. Jered Weaver (4-8) allowed
four runs and six hits with four strikeouts
and one walk. The right-hander has lost his
last four starts.

ROCKIES 5, BREWERS 1
Charlie Blackmon homered and drove in

three runs, Chad Bettis pitched effectively
into the seventh inning and the Colorado
Rockies snapped a five-game losing streak.

Adam Lind homered for the Milwaukee
Brewers’ only run. Colorado had lost nine of

its last 10 before getting a strong outing
from Bettis (3-2), who got his first win since
carrying a no-hitter into the eighth inning at
Philadelphia on May 29. He allowed one run
and five hits, walked two and struck out five
in 6 1/3 innings. Milwaukee starter Kyle
Lohse (3-9) had his best outing in a month,
but is 0-5 with a 7.59 ERA in his last seven
starts.

CARDINALS 10, PHILLIES 1
Randal Grichuk hit two home runs, dou-

bled and drove in four runs, and John
Lackey pitched seven strong innings to lead
the St.  Louis Cardinals over the Philadelphia
Phillies. Lackey (6-4) allowed one run on five
hits to earn his first victory on the road this
season away from Busch Stadium. Jason
Heyward had three hits with a double and
two RBIs, Jhonny Peralta had three singles
with an RBI, and Yadier Molina singled, dou-
bled and drove in a run for the Cardinals,
who won their seventh in nine games while
beating Philadelphia for the fifth straight
time. Cody Asche homered for the Phillies,
who have lost 11 of 12. Aaron Harang (4-9)
lost his sixth straight start for the first time
in his career.

MARLINS 5, REDS 0
Left-hander Justin Nicolino pitched sev-

en innings to win his major league debut
and Derek Dietrich hit two home runs as the
Miami Marlins snapped a three-game losing
streak. The efficient Nicolino allowed four
hits with two walks and two strikeouts while
outpitching Anthony DeSclafani (5-5), his
former roommate in the Toronto and Miami
organizations. Nicolino was recalled from
Triple-A New Orleans to start in place of
right-hander Tom Koehler, who was
scratched with back and neck soreness.

BRAVES 6, METS 4
Andrelton Simmons got four hits for the

Atlanta Braves in a win over the New York
Mets, who lost their fourth in a row and
catcher Travis d’Arnaud to an elbow injury.

A.J. Pierzynski tripled, doubled and sin-
gled. He scored standing up on Pedro
Ciriaco’s tiebreaking sacrifice fly in the sixth
inning, and his left leg appeared to hit
d’Arnaud’s left arm. The Mets said d’Arnaud
is day to day with a hyper extended left
elbow. Williams Perez (4-0) allowed four
runs on five hits in six innings, and Jason
Grilli earned his 20th save. Jack Leathersich
(0-1) lost in relief.

ROYALS 7, RED SOX 4
Kendrys Morales homered on his 32nd

birthday and the Kansas City Royals rallied
to beat the Boston Red Sox. Morales hit a
two-run, tie-breaking shot in a five-run fifth
off Rick Porcello (4-8). It was his third career
homer on his birthday. The Red Sox lost
third baseman Pablo Sandoval (sprained left

ankle) and catcher Blake Swihart (sprained
left foot) to injuries, and designated hitter
David Ortiz was ejected in the seventh
inning by home plate umpire Bruce
Dreckman. Salvador Perez hit his fifth home
run in 12 games for the Royals.  Edinson
Volquez (7-4) was not sharp, allowing four
runs, eight hits and two walks in 5 1/3
innings, but won his third straight start.
Greg Holland worked the ninth for his 13th
save.

RAYS 4, INDIANS 1
Evan Longoria hit a three-run homer in

the first inning and the Tampa Bay Rays
handed reigning Cy Young winner Corey
Kluber his fourth straight loss.

Longoria, who has been playing with a
sore left wrist, hit his first home run since
June 10. The Rays have won four straight
and eight of nine to climb to a season-high
10 games over .500 (40-30).

Rays starter Erasmo Ramirez left in the
fourth inning with a groin injury. Five reliev-
ers completed the victory, holding
Cleveland to six hits. Xavier Cedeno (1-0)
replaced Ramirez and completed the fourth.
Brad Boxberger earned his 18th save. Kluber
(3-9) allowed four runs and four hits in sev-
en innings.

GIANTS 6, DODGERS 2
Justin Maxwell and Brandon Belt hit two-

run homers and the San Francisco Giants
trimmed the Dodgers’ NL West lead to a
half-game with a win over Los Angeles.

Tim Hudson (5-6) pitched six-hit ball into
the seventh inning and got a key single for
the Giants, who have won five straight over
their archrivals and nine of 11 this season.
Los Angeles (38-31) has been alone in first
place since May 30, but San Francisco (38-

32) could reclaim the top spot with a series
sweep Sunday. Joc Pederson and Justin
Turner hit back-to-back homers in the first
for the Dodgers, who have lost six of eight.
Maxwell and Belt connected against Carlos
Frias (4-5), who gave up six runs and five
hits in 5 1/3 innings.

MARINERS 6, ASTROS 3
Taijuan Walker struck out a career-high

11 while pitching into the seventh inning to
lead the Seattle Mariners past the Houston
Astros. Nelson Cruz, Seth Smith and Mark
Trumbo homered for the Mariners, who
have won two in a row and scored at least
five runs in back-to-back games for the first
time since April 19-20. Walker (5-6) allowed
three runs and five hits, and walked none in
6 1/3 innings. Evan Gattis and Luis Valbuena
homered for the Astros. Houston starter
Dallas Keuchel (8-3) extended his streak of
pitching at least six innings to 26 straight
starts - the longest active run in the majors -
but had his worst performance of the year.
Keuchel’s four walks, five earned runs, and
three home runs allowed were all season
highs.

PADRES 8, DIAMONDBACKS 1
Tyson Ross threw a four-hitter in his third

career complete game and the San Diego
Padres beat the Arizona Diamondbacks.
Clint Barmes went 3-for-4 with two doubles,
driving in two runs and scoring twice. Derek
Norris and Melvin Upton Jr. homered for the
Padres. Upton’s was his first of the season, a
two-run shot off Addison Reed in the
Padres’ four-run ninth inning.

Ross (4-7) matched his season high with
nine strikeouts and walked one. Robbie Ray
(2-2) allowed four runs and six hits in 5 2/3
innings for Arizona.—AP

American League
Eastern Division

W L PCT GB      
Tampa Bay 40 30 .571 -       
NY Yankees 38 30 .559 1       
Toronto 37 33 .529 3       
Baltimore 35 33 .515 4       
Boston 30 40 .429 10      

Central Division
Kansas City 39 26 .600 -       
Minnesota 37 31 .544 3.5   
Detroit 34 34 .500 6.5   
Cleveland 31 36 .463 9       
Chicago White Sox 29 38 .433 11      

Western Division
Houston 40 30 .571 -       
Texas 37 32 .536 2.5   
LA Angels 35 34 .507 4.5   
Seattle 32 37 .464 7.5   
Oakland 30 41 .423 10.5  

National League
Eastern Division

Washington 36 33 .522 -       
NY Mets 36 34 .514 0.5   
Atlanta 34 35 .493 2       
Miami 30 40 .429 6.5  
Philadelphia 23 47 .329 13.5  

Central Division
St. Louis 45 23 .662 -       
Pittsburgh 39 29 .574 6       
Chicago Cubs 36 30 .545 8       
Cincinnati 31 36 .463 13.5  
Milwaukee 25 45 .357 21      

Western Division
LA Dodgers 38 31 .551 -       
San Francisco 38 32 .543 0.5   
Arizona 33 35 .485 4.5   
San Diego 34 37 .479 5       
Colorado 29 39 .426 8.5   

MLB results/standings
Baltimore 5, Toronto 3; Chicago White Sox 3, Texas 2; Chicago Cubs 4, Minnesota 1 (10 innings); Oakland 4, LA
Angels 1; Washington 6, Pittsburgh 0; Colorado 5, Milwaukee 1; St. Louis 10, Philadelphia 1; Atlanta 6, NY Mets 4;
Miami 5, Cincinnati 0; Tampa Bay 4, Cleveland 1; Kansas City 7, Boston 4; NY Yankees 14, Detroit 3; San Francisco
6, LA Dodgers 2; Seattle 6, Houston 3; San Diego 8, Arizona 1,

WASHINGTON: Nationals starting pitcher Max Scherzer follows through during the fifth
inning of a baseball game against the Pittsburgh Pirates. —AP

TORONTO: Baltimore Orioles shortstop JJ Hardy (back) slides safe at home plate past Toronto Blue Jays catcher Russell Martin (front) dur-
ing the ninth inning of a baseball game. —AP

Nationals blank Pirates, Yankees win
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BAKU: Not much remains from the ash-
es of the Soviet Union but in Baku today
sambo, a version of the martial arts
sport that was spawned to toughen up
the nascent Red Army’s fighting force,
will  gain a wider audience when it
makes its bow at the European Games.

Indeed the Azerbaijan head coach
Aqub Abdullayev told AFP he believes
this could be Sambo’s moment to thrust
itself into contention for a spot eventual-
ly in the Olympics.

“In Baku the sport is entering a new
phase, it is a huge step for our sport and
indeed for others that aren’t Olympic
sports. This could pave the way for get-
ting onto the Olympic programme,” said
Abdullayev in Azeri in an interview with
AFP. The main proponents of the sport
are largely confined to the dominant
power Russia and the countries that
used to be part of the Soviet Union. It
has, however, been exposed to a literary
audience by world-renowned Brazilian
author Paulo Coelho, a sambo devotee,
in his novel ‘The Winter Stands Alone’.

Coelho speaks of the “art of killing
swiftly with one’s bare hands” but the
form of sambo that the spectators will
see on Monday is the milder of two
types both a mix of various martial arts
including jujitsu, greco-roman wrestling
and judo. Sport sambo rather than com-
bat sambo.

The latter-whose creator Vasili
Oshchepkov fell victim to Stalin’s purges
in the 1930’s, accused of spying for
Japan and dying in prison apparently of

a heart attack-allows almost anything,
with participants permitted to use their
heads and even grasp their opponents
round their throat. Sport sambo-the
combatants are dressed in coloured
judo style tops with shorts-by contrast is
rather more elegant. In training some of
the moves resemble a romantic dance
with legs interlocked, such as the one
favoured by Abdullayev.

“Combat Sambo is brutal, sport sam-
bo is not,” said Abdullayev, who has
been part of the coaching team since
2003 and became head coach in 2012.

“In combat, you can use your hands
(to punch), your legs (to kick) and even
your head. “You are allowed to prevent
someone from breathing. In sport sam-
bo, you cannot use your arms, legs or
your head to hurt someone, you cannot
kill someone!”

Abdullayev says the sport is becom-
ing increasingly popular in Azerbaijan
with around 5,000 samboists (10 percent
of whom are female). “Lots of children
are becoming interested, motivated by
the champions. It is taught in sports
schools, not classic schools, and is very
much in demand in military academies,”
said Abdullayev, who conducts the train-
ing session in a discreet fashion, observ-
ing before stepping in and passing
advice to the combatants, and never
raising his voice.

Abdullayev, who says the top sam-
boists in Azerbaijan earn a decent living
and receive apartments from the gov-
ernment as well as gaining sponsors,

claims sambo is gaining in popularity
because it has facets to it that the tradi-
tional number one combat sport,
wrestling, lacks.

“In wrestling, you cannot use your
legs, in sambo you can. That is why it is
becoming more popular. It is a combina-
tion of several martial arts,” said
Abdullayev.

“Sambo is in its own way part of the

fabric of Azeri culture.” Abdullayev cred-
its Jeyhun Mammadov for sparking
interest in the sport when he all but
ruled the world from 1987-97, being
crowned world champion seven times
and winning the European title on six
occasions. “He is the only Azerbaijani
non-Olympic sportsman to be honoured
by the president (Ilham Aliyev). He is a
world star, everyone knows him,” said

Abdullayev. For French samboist Sarah
Loko, the sport places demands on one
mentally as well as physically. “I am not
very tactical, I am all about passion,
being fiery,” she said. “For me sambo is
about adrenaline, gravity and strength.
It is a sport involving a lot of move-
ments, there is also a lot of body con-
tact, one has to be very strong physically
as well as mentally.” —AFP

Sambo hopes its beat hits right note at Games

BAKU:  Azerbaijan’s Sambo head coach Yaqub Abdullayev (center) guides Azerbaijan’s Sambo athletes during a training ses-
sion during the 2015 European Games. —AFP

BAKU: Athletes compete during men’s cycling road race in the old city of Baku at the 2015 European Games yesterday. —AP

BAKU: Spaniard Luis Leon Sanchez, winner of
four Tour de France stages but dogged in recent
years by alleged links to doping, claimed men’s
road race gold at the European Games yester-
day. The 31-year-old Astana rider prevailed in a
sprint battle for the line with Ukraine’s Andriy
Grivko, an Astana team mate, taking silver and
Czech Petr Vakoc bronze.

Another Spaniard, Jesus Herrada, was fourth
after providing sterling assistance to Sanchez,
who claimed a bronze medal in the individual
time trial on Thursday.

Sanchez knew he had victory in the bag
metres before the finish line at Freedom Square,
sitting up and raising both hands in triumph at
the end of the 215.8 km race around the streets
of the capital. Sanchez and Herrada, who gave
his team mate a perfect lead-out and allowed

him to launch his powerful surge 100 metres
from the finish that Grivko and Vakoc were
unable to counter, shared an emotional
embrace.

“I told him this medal was for him, and for the
team,” Sanchez told reporters. “I know him from
sharing rooms, not only this week but from the
world championships and he’s a great team
mate and a promising rider.” Early in his career,
such was Sanchez’s prodigious talent he was
compared to Spanish great and five-times Tour
de France winner Miguel Indurain.

He won the 2005 Tour Down Under but his
career stalled following his biggest triumph in
winning the Paris-Nice in 2009, despite adding
Tour de France stage wins in 2011 and 2012 to
successes in 2008 and 2009. In 2013, Team Pro
Blanco cycling, formerly Rabobank, provisionally

suspended Sanchez, who has always denied
doping, over accusations he was linked to
Spanish doctor Eufemiano Fuentes in the
Operation Puerto blood doping racket.

He was reinstated a few weeks later but was
then let go by the Belkin team (previously Pro
Blanco) over continued speculation.

After one season with second-tier Spanish
team Caja Rural Sanchez was signed at the start
of 2015 by Astana on a one-year deal. “When
you start losing confidence in yourself it’s hard,
but I kept going, working hard and training a lot,
step by step and waiting for the precise
moment,” he said.

Asked if the doping allegations were now
long behind him, Sanchez replied: “I keep doing
my job, for myself, for my family, for the benefit
of my team and for my national team.” —Reuters

Sanchez powers 
to road race gold

BAKU: Hungarian Zoltan Kammerer’s dou-
ble gold at the European Games was the
latest chapter in the storied career of the
three-times Olympic champion and
marked the start of his preparations for a
potential final showpiece appearance at
Rio 2016.

Sprint kayaker Kammerer is a sporting
icon in his native Hungary, having won two
gold medals at the Sydney 2000 Games,
another in Athens 2004 and silver at
London 2012.

At the KUR Olympic Training and Sport
Centre in Mingachevir, Kammerer claimed
gold in both the men’s K4 (kayak four)
1,000 metres and the K2 (kayak double)
1,000 metres events. European Games gold
does not count towards Rio 2016 qualifica-
tion, with quota spots instead being
achieved for the country rather than the
athlete, at the world championships in
Milan. Should he qualify, it would be a sixth
Olympic appearance for Kammerer, who
was his country’s flag-bearer at the 2008
Beijing Olympics and has won 13 world
championship medals.

“I was 18 when I first competed at the
Olympics,” the 37-year-old told Reuters yes-
terday. “I haven’t thought that 20 years lat-
er, with three Olympic golds, I will be
preparing for my sixth Games.

“I love what I do. So this is simply my life.
I don’t know what will happen in 2020, but

for now I am not ready to declare that
these will be my last games.”

Critics of the inaugural Games in the
Azeri capital had suggested the multi-sport
event carried little importance, with many
of the continent’s best athletes forgoing
the opportunity to compete.

The kayak sprint, traditionally dominat-
ed by European nations, included a strong
field and Hungary, with a rich history of
success, places huge significance on it.

Krammerer’s medals were two of 10
won by the Hungarians. “I travelled to the
European Games knowing that this will be
the most important event before the
Olympic qualification world champi-
onships,” Kammerer added.

“Our head coach already decided last
year to put the European Games ahead of
the European Championships. We knew
that other nations prepare likewise, so we
counted on having a strong field and tough
competition.

“Since canoe sprint is mostly a European
sport, we knew that it would be difficult to
achieve good results, as the best athletes
compete in this event.

“Hungarians appreciate equally all
national successes- naturally the Olympics
are above all, but the European Games
gold medal also means an enormous pride
for the athlete and brings great joy to the
fans too.”—Reuters

Kammerer warms up for 
Rio with double gold

BAKU: Russians continued their domi-
nance of the gymnastics medals at the
European Games in Baku with seven more
on Saturday to take their combined tally to
16 in 18 events so far.

At the stunning purpose-built National
Gymnastics Arena adjacent to the Olympic
Stadium, Russia have bagged seven golds,
six silvers and three bronze medals.

Aliya Mustafina won a gold and silver on
Saturday in the women’s uneven bars and
floor exercise finals, taking her gold medal
haul to three for the championships.

She stressed, however, that the level of
competition will be far tougher at the Rio
Olympics. “I am pleased with my perform-
ances today and I did what I wanted to do,”
the 20-year-old told reporters.

“Obviously there is happiness. The com-
petition is over, and that is the main thing.

“First of all you feel that the level of compe-
tition is lower than the Olympic Games, the
main competitors are not here.

“My happiness is mixed with the under-
standing that Rio is coming up and it will
be much harder there.” David Belyavskiy
won silver in the men’s parallel bars and
bronze in the men’s floor final.

Nikita Ignatyev claimed silver in the
men’s rings and bronze in the horizontal
bar finals while Seda Tutkhalyan finished
second in the women’s vault.

There are still 16 gold medals up for
grabs across the trampoline and rhythmic,
aerobic and acrobatic gymnastic disciplines
and Russia have athletes in the finals in
every event. After eight days of full compe-
tition in Baku, Russia lead the table with 59
medals — 26 more than their closest rivals
Azerbaijan.—Reuters

Hill — Britain’s shooting star
BAKU: She may by her own admission be very
girly, have pink cartridges and be inherently
clumsy, but teenager Amber Hill is a hot shot
when it comes to skeet shooting and whose
exploits have already garnered an award that
the likes of Wayne Rooney have previously won.

The bubbly 17-year-old-who when she is not
shooting skeets (clay pigeons) for fun is training
to be a beautician-added the European Games
title to the world crown she won aged just 15 in
Peru, the same year she won the BBC Sports
Young Personality of the year award.

Hill-who showed extraordinary nerve to beat
Italy’s world number one Diana Bacosi in an epic
sudden death shoot-out that saw her clinch it
with her 30th shot-has thanks to the gold in
Baku claimed a place in Rio next year barring a
selection shock.

“It is an amazing feeling,” she told a smatter-
ing of journalists on Monday in the Athletes
Village the morning after her win.

“Being the first European Games as well, it
makes it even more special. “It does not stop
there, guaranteeing my place in Rio means this
has been a phenomenal trip.”

Hill, who hails from the south eastern town of
Bracknell in Surrey, had shrugged off the searing
heat-temperatures reached 34 degrees celsius-
to beat her vastly more experienced opponent.

“I do like the sun,” said Hill, who was sporting
her customary turquoise nail varnish. “You can’t
go wrong with a bit of sun. I just can’t wait to get
out there now and get some Rio sun.”

Hill’s life changed irrevocably the day, aged
10, her grandfather Bill Rogers asked her if she
would like to go shooting. “My grandad has

been a massive part of my shooting,” said Hill.
“He used to do it at weekends for a bit of fun.

I did not want to watch my brother’s rugby
match, so I went with my grandad.”He had the
biggest gun and I was a tiny little 10-year-old
but I wanted to have a go. “I shot the gun and it
almost blew me off my feet, but I loved it.

“It was such an adrenaline rush. Most people
will shoot a gun and be a bit unsure about the
recoil. “It has changed my life with the opportu-
nities it has given me. It is an incredible journey
that I am on.”

Hill, who hails London Olympics heptathlon
champion Jessica Ennis-Hall as a role model and
showing no fear organised a meeting with her in
a coffee shop in Sheffield post the Olympics,
admits people do look surprised when she tells
them what she does.

“Being 17 and a girl, you do get mixed reac-
tions when you tell people you have got a shot-
gun at home!” she purred. “It is not expected of
me because I am very girly. At the same time, I
like a shotgun. “You get mixed reactions but
people have seen my reactions and really do
support me in what I do.” Hill, who is now due to
take off for a holiday in Marbella, said despite
her not being too steady on her feet and ability
to send things crashing to the floor her grandad
always believed in her.

“Everyone says I am clumsy, which is not the
best thing for shooting,” said Hill. “My grandad
has always said I have something a little bit dif-
ferent. He has pushed me and been supportive
of me for such a long time.”

Hill, who was straight on to the phone to
speak with her grandad and other relatives after

her victory, also credits her grandfather in creat-
ing the atmosphere that has allowed her to cope
with the pressure and media attention from a
very early age.

“When I was 10 years old, a guy came up to
me and was like, ‘can we do an interview with
Amber?’” said Hill. “I was like, ‘no, definitely not’. I
didn’t want anything to do with that.

“But my grandad was like, ‘no you are going
to do it’. “He plonked me in front of the camera
and I had to get on with it. “That really, really
helped me, to be put in the moment.” —AFP

Russia dominate
gymnastics

AZERBAIJAN: Georgia’s Salome Pazhava competes in the women’s rhythmic gymnas-
tics  individual apparatus final at the 2015 European Games. —AFP

Amber Hill
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WELLINGTON: The luxury of selecting
an extended All Blacks squad as he fine
tunes his final World Cup preparations
has also allowed coach Steve Hansen to
cast his mind further ahead towards the
British and Irish Lions tour in 2017.

Hansen named five new caps in his
extended 41-man squad on Sunday for
their five tests ahead of the World Cup
before he cuts it to 31 on Aug. 30 for the
global showpiece.

The decision to pick an extended
squad has two functions, with the All
Blacks opening their test season on July
8 against Samoa just four days after the
Super Rugby final, meaning the coach

may not be able to rely on his full squad.
The second is that several of Hansen’s

veterans have already said they will
leave New Zealand rugby at the conclu-
sion of the World Cup while others are
expected to retire and he needs to begin
rebuilding his side before the Lions tour.

“I think that’s the interesting thing
about the 41, if we could have we could
have named 50 guys who were good
enough,” Hansen told Sky Sports in
Auckland after he named the squad. “So
a little bit of the 41 selection is about
2016 as well. It’s not just about the end
of the year.” Injuries to likely World Cup
contenders like Aaron Cruden, Patrick

Tuipulotu and Nathan Harris had also
forced Hansen’s hand to tinker, while
memories of the 2011 tournament when
the team faced a crisis at flyhalf had
been a factor. The All Blacks were forced
to rely on fourth-choice flyhalf Stephen
Donald to play the final after Dan Carter,
Colin Slade and then Cruden, himself a
late call-up, went down injured.

The selection of Otago Highlanders
flyhalf Lima Sopoaga was a nod to those
fears as well as 2016 with Carter and
Slade heading offshore, while Beauden
Barrett is tipped to bid for Olympic gold
in the sevens at the Rio Games.

“Lima has come right on to his game

this year and ... it’s definitely an opportu-
nity to let him come in and see what the
group is about,” Hansen said of the 24-
year-old Sopoaga.

“He may even force his way into the
31 we take to the World Cup, but it was
too good an opportunity to miss to not
give him an education.”

Hansen added that open side flanker
Matt Todd’s selection in the squad ahead
of the dynamic Ardie Savea had been
due to Todd’s greater experience having
already played two tests.

With captain Richie McCaw and heir
apparent Sam Cane almost certain to be
at the World Cup, Hansen said it was

highly likely that Savea, Todd and Cane
would all be in the All Blacks next year if,
as expected, McCaw retires.

“A tough selection between Matty
and Ardie, who has been in outstanding
form,” Hansen said. “But we just felt that
Matty has played really well for us when
he has played. “Obviously Sam and
Richie if they are both playing well will
go to the World Cup but we need to
have somebody on standby, if not one
probably both.

“We know that Matt can (play inter-
national rugby), but you are talking
about two guys in 2016 who could both
be in the team.” —Reuters

Hansen already thinking beyond World Cup

GALLE: Pakistan’s Yasir Shah (right) celebrates the dismissal of Sri Lanka’s Rangana Herath during the final day of their first Test cricket
match. —AP

GALLE: Leg-spinner Yasir  Shah claimed a
career-best seven for 76 as Pakistan stunned Sri
Lanka by 10 wickets in the first Test yesterday
to take the lead in the three-match series.

Yasir spun a web around the Sri Lankan bats-
men to skittle them for a paltry 206 in their sec-
ond innings just before tea on the fifth and
final day. Pakistan, set a victory target of 90,
raced home in 11.2 overs with Mohammad
Hafeez unbeaten on 46 and Ahmed Shehzad on
43 at the Galle International Stadium.

It was Pakistan’s first Test win in Sri Lanka
since the eight-wicket triumph in Kandy in
2006. The second Test starts at the P. Sara Oval
in Colombo on Thursday.

Pakistan’s remarkable recovery from 96-5 in
the first innings came after the entire first day’s
play had been washed out and just 64 overs
were bowled on the second day.

Opener Dimuth Karunaratne top-scored
with 79, Lahiru Thirimanne made 44 and and
Dinesh Chandimal was last man out for 38, but
the rest of the batsmen folded against
Pakistan’s incisive bowling. The 29-year-old
Yasir, later named man of the match, ripped
through the batting as Sri Lanka lost their last
five wickets for 39 runs after being 167 for five
at one stage. Sri Lanka took their overnight
score of 63-2 to 144-4 by lunch, before a further
six wickets fell on a dramatic afternoon in front
of some 1,000 home fans.

Pakistan captain Misbah-ul Haq, who had
gambled by electing to field first after winning
the toss, was jubilant by what he described as a
“big win”.

“It was very clear in our minds that the only
one way to win this Test was if we got them out
early in the first innings,” the 41-year-old said.

“We took our chance and it worked. There
was a bit of moisture which helped our spin-
ners, because the ball turned and bounced.

“Hats off to everyone. It began with the

fightback by Asad Shafiq and Sarfraz Ahmed
from 96-5. This really is a big win for us and
boosts our confidence for the remaining
matches.” A disappointed Sri Lankan captain
Angelo Mathews hoped his team will recover
from the defeat. “This was a pretty bad loss for
us, but the Pakistanis deserved to win,” he said.
“The idea was to bat through the day, but we
kept losing wickets.

“We have two more games to bounce back
and don’t need to panic. It was just a one-off
game. We have got to keep trust in the players
we have got.” The hosts lost nightwatchman
Dilruwan Perera off the first ball of the day,
clean-bowled by Yasir, but the left-handed pair
of Karunaratne and Thirimanne put on 69 runs
for the fourth wicket.

With the hosts just 15 runs ahead, left-arm
seamer Wahab Riaz had Thirimanne caught low
at first slip by Younis Khan to keep the interest

alive during the lunch break. Sri Lanka suffered
a massive blow off  the second ball  after
resumption when Mathews was controversially
given out caught at short leg by TV umpire
Chris Gaffaney.

The New Zealander upheld on-field umpire
Richard Illingworth, who had ruled that the
batsman was caught at short-leg off Yasir even
though replays proved inconclusive on
whether the ball  had come off  the bat.
Mathews, who had called for a review as soon
as the umpire raised his finger, was visibly furi-
ous as he returned to the pavilion. Neither hot-
spot or snickometer technology is part of the
Decision Review System for the series.

K arunaratne’s  patience after  a  vigi l  of
more than four hours at the crease ran out
when he attempted a big hit off Yasir, missed
the line and was smartly stumped by an agile
Sarfraz. —AFP

Seven-star Yasir leads 

Pakistan to Test win

Sri Lanka 1st innings: 300 (K. Silva 125, K. Sangakkara
50, Wahab Riaz 3-74, Zulfiqar Babar 3-64)
Pakistan 1st innings: 417 (Asad Shafiq 131, Sarfraz
Ahmed 96, D. Prasad 3-91, D. Perera 4-122)

Sri Lanka 2nd innings (overnight 63-2):
K. Silva c Azhar b Wahab 5
D. Karunaratne st Sarfraz b Yasir 79
K. Sangakkara c Azhar b Yasir 18
D. Perera b Yasir 0
L. Thirimanne c Younis b Wahab 44
A. Mathews c Azhar b Yasir 5
D. Chandimal st Sarfraz b Yasir 38
K. Vithanage c Babar b Yasir 1
D. Prasad st Sarfraz b Babar 2
R. Herath c Hafeez b Yasir 1
N. Pradeep not out 0

Extras: (b5, lb1, w6, nb1) 13
Total (all out, 77.1 overs) 206  
Fall of wickets: 1-18 (Silva), 2-63 (Sangakkara), 3-63
(Perera), 4-132 (Thirimanne), 5-144 (Mathews), 6-167
(Karunaratne), 7-175 (Vithanage), 8-200 
(Prasad), 9-203 (Herath), 10-206 (Chandimal). 
Bowling: Wahab 16-4-46-2 (w6), Junaid 7-1-23-0, Yasir
30.1-6-76-7 (nb1), Hafeez 10-3-24-0, Babar 14-4-34-1.

Pakistan 2nd innings:
Mohammad Hafeez not out 46
Ahmed Shehzad not out 43
Extras: (b3) 3
Total (for no loss, 11.2 overs) 92
Bowling: Herath 4.2-0-30-0, Prasad 2-1-10-0, Pradeep 2-
0-18-0, Perera 3-0-31-0.
Pakistan won by 10 wickets, lead 1-0 in three-match series.

SCOREBOARD 
GALLE: Final scoreboard on the fifth day of the first Test between Sri Lanka and Pakistan at the Galle International
Stadium yesterday:

New Zealand
M. Guptill c Bairstow b Stokes 67
B. McCullum b Finn 6
K. Williamson b Stokes 50
R. Taylor c Bairstow b Willey 47
M. Santner b Rashid 2
G. Elliott st Bairstow b Rashid 35
L. Ronchi c Morgan b Willey 2
B. Wheeler not out 39
T. Southee b Stokes 18
M. Henry c Stokes b Finn 12
A Mathieson not out 0
Extras (lb3, w2) 5
Total (9 wkts, 50 overs) 283
Fall of wickets: 1-7 (McCullum), 2-101
(Williamson), 3-150 (Guptill), 4-155 (Santner), 5-
210 (Elliott), 6-212 (Taylor), 7-219 (Ronchi), 8-244
(Southee), 9-267 (Henry)
Bowling: Finn 10-0-73-2 (2w); Willey 10-0-50-2;
Wood 10-0-60-0; Stokes 10-0-52-3; Rashid 10-0-
45-2

England (revised target 192 in 26 overs)
J. Roy c Guptill b Mathieson 12

A. Hales c Williamson b Santner 1
J. Root st Ronchi b Santner 4
E. Morgan c Guptill b Santner 0
B. Stokes c McCullum b Wheeler 17
J. Bairstow not out 83
S. Billings c Taylor b Henry 41
D. Willey c Santner b Wheeler 7
A. Rashid not out 12
Extras (b1, lb6, w8) 15
Total (7 wickets, 25 overs) 192
Did not bat: M Wood, S Finn
Fall of wickets: 1-8 (Hales), 2-20 (Root), 3-20
(Morgan), 4-40 (Stokes),  5-45 (Roy), 6-125
(Billings), 7-138 (Willey)
Bowling: Southee 4-0-28-0 (3w); Santner 6-0-31-3;
Wheeler 5-0-33-2; Mathieson 4-0-40-1 (1w); Henry
5-0-37-1 (3w); Elliott 1-0-16-0 (1w)
Result:  England won by three wickets (D/L
method)
Man-of-the-match: Jonny Bairstow (ENG)
Series: England win five-match series 3-2
Man-of-the-series: Kane Williamson (NZL)

SCOREBOARD 
CHESTER-LE-STREET: Scoreboard in the fifth one-day international between England and New Zealand
at the Riverside on Saturday:

LONDON: Jonny Bairstow proved an ideal
stand-in as his unbeaten 83 saw England to
a 3-2 series-clinching win over New
Zealand in the fifth one-day international
at the Riverside on Saturday.

England, chasing a revised target of 192
in 26 overs, collapsed to 45 for five, with
left-arm spinner Mitchell Santner taking
three wickets for four runs in seven balls.

But Yorkshire wicket-keeper/batsman
Bairstow and Sam Billings (41), turned the
tide during a sixth-wicket stand of 80 in 57
balls.

Adil Rashid (12 not out) then helped
Yorkshire team-mate Bairstow complete
victory for a new-look side with an unbro-
ken stand of 54 in 29 balls.

England finished on 192 for seven, with
six balls to spare, in a three-wicket win
under the Duckworth/Lewis method.

Man-of-the-match Bairstow, only called
into the squad on Friday after first-choice
keeper Jos Buttler suffered a hand injury,
faced 60 balls including 11 fours, during his
maiden ODI fifty. 

“To make a contribution is fantastic,” said
Bairstow. “The way the guys have gone
about their business in this series is won-
derful.”

England captain Eoin Morgan praised
Bairstow’s knock by saying: “In what was
probably our worst batting display of the
series he stuck his hand up and won us the
game.” It was all a far cry from the World
Cup, where England’s first round exit
included an embarrassing eight-wicket
defeat by New Zealand.

This series saw England and New
Zealand set a new aggregate runs record of
3,151 for a five-match ODI campaign, sur-
passing the total of 2,963 shared by India
and Pakistan in 2003/04.

“Some of the cricket we’ve seen over the
last five games is nothing short of sensa-
tional,” said New Zealand captain Brendon
McCullum.

Having seen England leg-spinner Rashid
prosper during New Zealand’s innings,
McCullum took the unusual step of deploy-
ing Santner as one of his opening bowlers.

Santner struck with his second ball
when Alex Hales (one) was superbly caught
by a leaping Kane Williamson at square leg

to leave England eight for one.
He then had Joe Root (four) stumped by

Luke Ronchi despite the wicket-keeper ini-
tially fumbling the ball, which struck his
chin, before completing the dismissal.

Ronchi needed prolonged treatment
before the next ball saw Morgan caught in
the deep for a duck. Jason Roy survived the
hat-trick but Ben Stokes (17), on his
Durham home ground, drove Ben Wheeler
to McCullum at mid-off.

And when debutant Andrew Mathieson
struck with his first ball, Roy’s limp shot
caught by Martin Guptill, running round
from backward point, England were in dire
straits at 45 for five in the ninth over.

But Bairstow and Billings, who slog-
swept Grant Elliott for a huge six, got
England back into the match. Their partner-
ship ended when Billings’s mishit pull off
Matt Henry was caught by a diving Ross
Taylor at short mid-wicket.

Billings faced 30 balls, including four
fours. New Zealand then missed two
chances to dismiss Bairstow. He was
dropped on 39 by opposing keeper Ronchi
after getting an inside edge off Ben
Wheeler. And he was missed again on 56
when Santner, albeit he was looking into
the sun, fumbled a chance at third man fol-
lowing Bairstow’s uppercut off Henry.
Bairstow and Rashid got the target down to
17 off 12 balls, at which point Bairstow
struck Mathieson for two successive fours
through the covers. Bairstow, in blazing
sunshine, sealed victory with two off
Mathieson.

Earlier, New Zealand made 283 for nine
in their full  50 overs after losing the
toss.Guptill top-scored with 67, man-of-
the-series Kane Williamson made exactly
50 and Ross Taylor added 47 before
Wheeler bolstered the total with a rapid 39
not out.

Stokes took three for 52 and Rashid two
for 45. Rashid’s figures came after his eight
overs in England’s seven-wicket win at
Trent Bridge on Wednesday cost an expen-
sive 75 runs.

He bowled Santner (two), who struck
him for four sixes in an over on Wednesday,
before Elliott was stumped by Bairstow
after failing to spot Rashid’s googly.—AFP

Bairstow seals England’s 

series victory over NZ

LONDON: England players celebrate with the trophy after winning the series at the
end of the one day international match between England and New Zealand at the
Riverside cricket ground. —AP

LONDON: England one-day captain Eoin
Morgan hopes the feel-good factor generated
by his side’s limited overs series win against New
Zealand will carry on into next month’s Ashes
series.

A miserable first-round exit at this year’s
World Cup, which included an eight-wicket
thrashing by eventual finalists New Zealand, and
a subsequent 1-1 Test series draw away to the
West Indies, left many England supporters fear-
ful of the fate that might befall their side against
old rivals Australia.

But there were encouraging signs during the
recent 1-1 Test series draw with New Zealand,
while the bold manner in which England played
during a dramatic 3-2 one-day triumph over the
Black Caps reinvigorated players and fans alike.

“I think there is a great feel-good factor going
around cricket at the moment and it started with
the Test series against New Zealand, which was
very competitive,” said Morgan after Saturday’s
thrilling one-day series clinching success in
Durham.

“Let’s hope going into the Ashes we can
maintain that support throughout the summer
and it makes a contribution to the result,” added
the former Ireland batsman, not currently
involved in England’s Test set-up. Also on the
‘outside looking in’, for the time being at least,
ahead of the first Ashes Test against Australia in

Cardiff is Riverside match-winner Jonny
Bairstow. The Yorkshireman was only called into
England’s one-day squad on Friday after fellow
wicket-keeper Jos Buttler suffered a hand injury
during fielding practice which cast a cloud over
his Ashes prospects.

Bairstow marked his unexpected return to
England duty with an unbeaten 83 in a three-
wicket win under the Duckworth/Lewis method. 

England, who had slumped to 45 for five,
chased down a revised target of 192 in 26 overs
with six balls to spare after a lengthy rain delay
prior to their innings.

Bairstow, like Morgan, is not a member of the
14-man pre-Ashes training squad in Spain that
will represent new Australian coach Trevor
Bayliss’s introduction to the England set-up. But
he did his Test cause no harm with a maiden ODI
fifty, facing 60 balls in total, including 11 fours.

Bairstow’s innings came against the backdrop
of the recent passing of his grandfather. It was
also a display that sparked fond memories of his
late father David, himself a former Yorkshire and
England wicket-keeper.“It was a pretty tough
time for us as a family,” Bairstow said.

“But we’ve been through it before and it just
shows how strong we Bairstows  are. “It’s a trait
we’ve had, and I’m sure those of you that have
watched my dad play cricket for 20 years will see
that. It’s something that runs in the blood.”

As for adding to his 14 Test caps, the 25-year-
old Bairstow-now also in the squad for Tuesday’s
lone Twenty20 against New Zealand at Old
Trafford-said: “To get the Three Lions back on is
fantastic and who knows what’s round the cor-
ner?”

But former England off-spinner Graeme
Swann warned that if  Australia paceman
Mitchell Starc hits top form, there was no way
England would regain the Ashes.

Swann retired during England’s 5-0 thrashing
in Australia in 2013/14, a series where Starc’s fel-
low left-arm fast bowler Mitchell Johnson took
37 wickets at 14 apiece.

But it is Starc who has been leading the way
in recent times for World Cup champions
Australia.

And Swann even suggested that Johnson
would not make the Test side as Australia seek a
first Ashes series win in England since 2001. “I
don’t think Mitchell Johnson will play in the
team,” Swann said. “He’s not the Mitchell to wor-
ry about.

“Mitchell Starc is, above and beyond, the best
match-winning player they’ve got at the minute.”
Three-time Ashes winner Swann added: “If
Mitchell Starc bowls well, I don’t think England
have got any hope of winning the Ashes. If they
nullify him in some way, then they’ve got a
chance.”—AFP

England hope Kiwis win provides Ashes boost
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Rosberg wins Austrian GP
SPIELBERG: Nico Rosberg claimed his third
win in four races when getting the better of
his Mercedes teammate Lewis Hamilton in
yesterday’s Austrian Grand Prix which was
marked by a spectacular crash involving two
former champions.

As Rosberg celebrated cutting into
Hamilton’s world championship lead,
Fernando Alonso and Kimi Raikkonen were
relieved to walk away unscathed from their
opening lap smash.

The race began in dramatic fashion,
Rosberg diving into a first corner lead ahead
of pole sitter Hamilton. Almost immediately
after, Alonso’s McLaren landed on top of
Raikkonen’s Ferrari, causing the Safety Car to
be introduced.

Both drivers walked away from the debris
shaken but miraculously unharmed. Alonso
was required to undertake a medical exami-
nation after which he said: “It was obviously
quite scary. 

“The start was very good. Kimi had a lot of
wheel spin out of turn two. We were overtak-
ing him and he lost the car on the left. “I was
on the left. I could not see anything. I looked
in the mirror and saw a car under my car. I
jumped quickly to see he was OK. I saw he
was-and so I was happy.” Race officials investi-
gated the incident but decided to take no

action. For Rosberg, meanwhile, this result
was a perfect early present ahead of his 30th
birthday next Saturday.

‘AWESOME FEELING’ 
The German was repeating his 2014 suc-

cess when he came home a comfortable 3.8
seconds clear of Hamilton to eat into the
defending champion’s lead from 17 to 10
points at the top of the drivers’ standings.
After eight of this year’s 19 races, Hamilton,
who picked up a five seconds penalty, has 169
points and Rosberg 159. This was Rosberg’s
third win of the season and the 11th of his
career.

“It’s an awesome feeling to win again here,”
said Rosberg. “The start made the race. It was
a great start and I managed to defend in the
first couple of corners. I was really happy with
the car and to see the gap open up to Lewis.”

Hamilton conceded that Rosberg deserved
his victory. “Nico did a fantastic job today. He
was quicker during the race. I had a bad start
which lost me ground and in the second stint
it was just about making the distance, so
that’s what we tried to do.”

Hamilton led briefly during the pit stops
and that enabled him to equal the 45-year-old
record set by Jackie Stewart of leading 17 suc-
cessive Grands Prix. Felipe Massa came third,

17 seconds adrift of the two Mercedes men,
six-tenths of a second ahead of four-time
champion Sebastian Vettel of Ferrari, Valtteri
Bottas in the second Williams and Nico
Hulkenberg, who one week after winning in
the Le Mans 24 Hours race, finished sixth for
Force India. It was the 40th top-three finish of
Massa’s career and he was clearly delighted as
he joked with former Ferrari and McLaren
driver Austrian Gerhard Berger on the podi-
um. For Vettel, fourth was disappointing after
the German had topped two of the three
practice sessions. “”The car was feeling good,
but the others were able to find a little bit
more.

“Mercedes was able to run their high pow-
er mode - their qualifying mode, so to speak -
more often in the race and it was too much
for us.”

Pastor Maldonado was seventh for Lotus
ahead of Dutch teenager Max Verstappen of
Toro Rosso, Mexican Sergio Perez in the sec-
ond Force India and Daniel Ricciardo, who
picked up a point for Red Bull, after starting
down the grid. It was another hugely disap-
pointing day for the struggling McLaren-
Honda team. On top of Alonso’s first lap crash,
Jenson Button had to make an early retire-
ment in the other car with engine prob-
lems.—AFP

SPIELBERG: Bernie Ecclestone has
raised the prospect of Imola returning
to Formula One as he seeks to keep
Ferrari’s home Italian Grand Prix on the
calendar after Monza’s contract runs out
next year. “Yeah, yeah. Maybe we will be
back to Imola, let’s see,” the sport’s 84-
year-old commercial  supremo told
Reuters at the Austrian Grand Prix when
asked whether he was talking to both
circuits about the race’s future.

“We want to keep Italy. I’d like to get
Germany back,” added the Briton. Imola
replaced Monza as host of the Italian
Grand Prix in 1980, when the historic
venue near Milan was being refur-
bished, and stayed on the calendar from
1981 to 2006 as the San Marino Grand
Prix.

The death of Brazilian triple world
champion Ayrton Senna at the Dino and
Enzo Ferrari circuit in 1994 led to a safe-
ty revolution and that tragedy remains
the last driver fatality during a race.

Monza, the fastest track in F1, has
been on the calendar since the champi-
onship started in 1950 and is loved by
Italians as the ‘Pista Magica’. However,
the contract expires in 2016 and the
future has been clouded by uncertainty
over whether a new deal can be agreed.

“I don’t think we’ll do another con-

tract, the old one was a disaster for us
from the commercial point of view.
After 2016, bye bye...,” Ecclestone told
the Gazzetta dello Sport last July.

The same newspaper reported this
week that Ecclestone had met represen-
tatives of Imola in London but had
heard nothing from Monza since a
meeting in Monaco in May.

“It’s useless to keep on talking. In
order to have a grand prix, you need
money. If the money is there, the race
takes place,” he said.

Imola mayor Daniele Manca said sep-
arately that the race could be alternated
between Italian circuits, as has been the
case in Germany in recent years with the
Nuerburgring and Hockenheim.

The threat to Monza is not consid-
ered an empty one, despite it being
Ferrari’s home circuit and an historic pil-
lar of the sport. France, the birthplace of
motor racing whose language and influ-
ence still permeate the sport, disap-
peared from the calendar in 2008.

Germany is absent this season due to
financial difficulties and a drop in atten-
dances since Michael Schumacher
retired. Belgium and Canada, two other
popular circuits with drivers and fans,
have been dropped in the past due to
commercial issues.—Reuters

Ecclestone plans return 
of Imola to F1 calendar

WASHINGTON: Jason Day wrote his
name into US Open folklore on
Saturday, grabbing a share of the
third-round lead on a punishing
Chambers Bay layout that had literally
brought the Australian to his knees a
day earlier.

Even though Day’s round will be
long remembered, there is still anoth-
er chapter to be written in the 115th
US Open with Americans Jordan
Spieth and Dustin Johnson and South
African Branden Grace all level on
four-under 206 going into today.

Day had collapsed on his final hole
on Friday and had to be helped from
the course by medics after he col-
lapsed again when he completed his
round three shots off the lead.

There was worry the world number
10 would have to withdraw but he
dug deep and on Saturday was back
on the first tee. Looking drained, Day
shot a two-under 68 highlighted by a
brilliant back nine that featured five
birdies, including three over his four
closing holes.

His storming finish earned him a
share of the lead and a rousing stand-
ing ovation from the 6,000 fans
packed into the 18th hole grand-
stands.

Day took only a moment to savour
the applause as he gingerly made his
way to a waiting van where he
slumped into the back seat with
closed eyes and laid his head on the
back rest.

“Last year I didn’t play the round
after I had vertigo and this one was
worse,” Day told reporters. “I think the
goal was just to go through today and
see how it goes.”

Day’s effort dominated another
dramatic afternoon on the links-style
layout that saw five different names at
the top of the leaderboard and an
assortment of brilliant and bewilder-
ing shots.

Masters champion Spieth and his

American Ryder Cup team mate
Patrick Reed began the day with a
one-shot lead but as the sun set into
Puget Sound the leaderboard had a
very different look.

One of the longest courses ever for
a golf major, Chambers Bay was tailor-
made for the big-hitting Johnson,
who muscled his way to the top with
an even-par 70 while Grace, a six-time
winner on the European Tour, also had
a 70.

With its picture postcard vistas,
Chambers Bay may have an attractive
look but it has been widely criticised
by golfers and commentators with the
attacks growing louder with each day.

Most of the grumbling has been
directed at the bumpy and undulating
greens, but Spieth proved they can be
conquered as he rolled in a 38-foot
birdie putt at the second to move two
ahead.

The world number two continued
to wield a hot putter, draining a 40-
footer for birdie at the third to open
up a three-shot cushion.

But even the best putter in the
game would have his problems with
the controversial greens and Spieth’s
first wobble came at the fourth when
he three-putted from 30 feet for his
first bogey.

That was followed by another at
the fifth and suddenly Spieth’s three-
shot advantage had vanished, leaving
him to scramble his way to a 71.

“I knew that even par was a really
good score starting the day, but when
I get to seven-under for the tourna-
ment I don’t want to finish at four-
under, no matter where you’re play-
ing,” said Spieth, who will  try to
become just the sixth player to win
the Masters and U.S. Open in the same
year.

“I had four three-putts today and
that’s going to happen out here but
two of them are unforced and should-
n’t have happened.”—Reuters

WASHINGTON: Dustin Johnson hits out of the bunker on the 13th hole during
the third round of the US Open golf tournament. —AP

Day grabs share 
of US Open lead

KUWAIT: Teams Association for
Cricket in Kuwait (TACK) and MG
Cricket Club, continuing with
their mission of serving and
enhancing the game of cricket in
Kuwait; recently met with the
CEO of the International Cricket
Council (ICC), Dave Richardson, in
the head quarters of ICC in Dubai,
to discuss a variety of ideas and
plans in order to further develop
an infrastructure of cricket in
Kuwait which can eventually be
at par to that of the UAE or even
Qatar for that matter as far as the
middle east region is concerned. 

TACK International in collabo-
ration with MGCC has as many as
7 gorgeous desert grounds in the
areas of Hateen and Sulaibikhat
along with their most coveted
cricket facility in the picturesque
area of entertainment city in
Doha which is now famously
known as the TACK
Entertainment City Cricket
Ground (TACK-TEC). 

Ever Since the successful
acquisition of the entertainment
city cricket ground in the year
2013 by TACK International, crick-
et has seen a magnamous boom
in all the different formats of the
game in Kuwait. The back to back
festival of Huawei’s 4 nations in
the year 2013 and 2014 has taken
cricket to an international stan-
dard as far as marketing, brand-
ing and providing top quality
cricket to all the stakeholders is
concerned with the presence of
international superstars. 

The domestic t-20 tourna-
ments, the unique Kerala premier
league, the successful corporate
league, the inspiring children’s
cricket academy, the flourishing
T-10 Ramadan league  and the
grand manner in which the finals
of all these tournaments take
place, TACK-MG has set standards
that is enticing people including
the local Kuwaitis to get involved
in the game of cricket like never

before. TACK International kick
started the 2015 - 2016 cricket
season under the auspices of
Hon. Secretary General of Kuwait
Cricket (ICC recognized), Haider
Farman who’s leadership and
vision has allowed new members
in the council to play a vital role
in the betterment of cricket in
Kuwait. Be it the ACC U-19 pre-
mier Asia Cup which was hosted
by Kuwait in November earlier
last year, or the recently conclud-
ed ACC t20 cup in Dubai in which
Kuwait came 2nd to Oman, the
new formation of the council and
the coming together of the hard
working professionals is paving
the way for quality and more
quantity of cricket in Kuwait. As a
result, the focus now is glued to

division based domestic tourna-
ments and these domestic tour-
naments will soon be centralized
amongst all the leading cricket
centers as per the guidance of
Haider Farman and the chairman
of the council, Emad Al Jassam. 

Taking the game of cricket in
Kuwait to the next level,  the
patron in chief of TACK
International,  Mahmoud
Abdullah, a renowned Kuwaiti
who has led the TACK-MG team
from the front ever since their
successful collaboration, and the
director of domestic cricket and
marketing, Sajid Ashraf  during
their meeting in the ICC head-
quarters, briefed the CEO, Dave
Richardson upon the possibilities
of developing their entertain-

ment city cricket ground in Doha
in order to be able to meet the
standards and requirements set
by ICC itself. 

The summary and brief of the
meeting with Dave Richardson
was accordingly given to the sec-
retary general of Kuwait Cricket,
Haider Farman, who has played a
pivotal role in first, affiliating
Kuwait Cricket with the Asian
Cricket Council and then associat-
ing Kuwait Cricket with ICC under
the leadership of Sheikh Dhari
Fahed Al Ahmad Al Sabah. Haider
Farman is pleased with the
progress of the new council
members and the coming new
season will see productive and
effective progress for the better-
ment of cricket in Kuwait. 

TACK International’s historic
meeting with CEO of ICC

Mahmoud Abdullah and Sajid Ashraf with CEO of ICC Dave Richardson

AUSTRIA: Mercedes driver German’s Nico Rosberg celebrates his victory following the Austrian Formula One Grand Prix race at the Red Bull
Ring in Spielberg. —AP
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CHILE: Argentina’s Carlos Tevez tries to avoid colliding with Jamaica goalkeeper Kerr Duwayne during a Copa America Group B soccer match. —AP

VINA DEL MAR: An early goal from Gonzalo
Higuain was enough to give Argentina a 1-0 vic-
tory over Jamaica at the Copa America on
Saturday and secure their place in the quarter-
finals as winners of Group B. Higuain collected a
pass from Angel di Maria in the 11th minute and
turned his marker in the box before firing a low
shot past Dwayne Miller in the Jamaican goal.

The Argentines looks set for a goal-feast but
despite dominating possession could not add to
their tally in what was Lionel Messi’s 100th
appearance for his country.

“We had phases when we were in good form
that give us reason for optimism,” said coach
Gerardo Martino said. “If we have games that are
more like the second half today then evidently
we are going to have problems.”

Martino’s side will find out on Sunday who
they meet in the next round, as will Paraguay
who finished second in the group.

“The important thing was to secure qualifica-
tion and we did that,” Higuain said. “Now we
need to rest mentally and prepare for the quar-
ter-finals which will be very tough.” Argentina’s
victory meant Uruguay finished third and will
face Chile in the quarter-finals in Santiago next
Wednesday.

Jamaica are eliminated having lost all three of
their matches 1-0, though their German coach
Winfried Schafer was pleased with their
progress.

“I am very proud of my team, we had too
much respect for Argentina in the first half, but
more courage in the second,” said Schafer. “For
us it was a very good tournament, we know
what we have to do, now I can build a very good
team.”

Once Higuain put them ahead, the
Argentines looked certain to win comfortably.
The Napoli striker almost added a second in the
22nd minute but his lob bounced off the top of
the crossbar and behind the goal. Di Maria also
rattled the crossbar before halftime and Messi
came close with a rasping drive that whistled
past Miller’s right-hand post.

Argentina dominated the first 45 minutes in
terms of possession and shots on goal but
seemed to run out of ideas after the break and
the match ended with the Jamaicans bombard-
ing the Argentine goal in search of an equaliser.

Messi’s 100th cap will not be remembered as
one of the better matches of his glittering career.
At the age of just 27, he becomes only the fifth
player from his country to hit triple figures.

Meanwhile, Mexico must not be afraid to
admit failure after their early Copa America elim-
ination and should not let it affect their Gold
Cup performance, coach Miguel Herrera said.

“El Tri” went out at the group stage in the
South American tournament in Chile after finish-
ing bottom of Group A following draws with the
host nation and Bolivia and a defeat by Ecuador.

“I don’t feel under any pressure,” Herrera, who
had set a goal of reaching the final,  told
reporters after the team’s return home.

“We can’t do anything about the tournament
we’ve lost, we’ve got to have a rethink, now I
have to disconnect myself from (Chile) and con-
centrate on the (Gold Cup) team.

“You have to admit you didn’t reach your
objective, not be afraid of the word failure,”
Herrera said. Mexico will be strengthened by
several European-based players, notably for-
wards Javier Hernandez, Carlos Vela and Giovani
dos Santos, for the CONCACAF’s signature tour-
nament in the United States that kicks off on
July 7.

Herrera, who played in the team that reached
the final the first time Mexico took part as a
guest team at the Copa America in 1993, leaves
for the U.S. with his squad on Monday.

Mexico face Cuba, Guatemala and Trinidad
and Tobago in Group C of the tournament in
which the US will defend their title.

If Mexico win the tournament they will play
off against the Americans, Gold cup winners in
2013, for the CONCACAF’s place at the 2017
Confederations Cup in Russia.

“Losing the last (Gold Cup) tournament oblig-
es us to win this one... What Mexico and the (fed-
eration) directors want is to go to the
Confederations (Cup) hence the obligation to
win this one,” Herrera said. —Reuters

Higuain gives Argentina

1-0 victory over Jamaica

CAIRO: The Arab League yesterday con-
demned what it called the “hateful cam-
paign” against Qatar ’s controversial
hosting of the 2022 World Cup, amid a
corruption scandal rocking football’s
governing body FIFA. The League’s
General  Assembly in a statement
declared its “full support” for Qatar’s
hosting of the tournament,  which
would be the first World Cup held in an
Arab country.

“The Arab League endorses the reso-
lution issued by the Organisation of
Islamic Cooperation (OIC) and the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) condemning
the hateful campaign that attempts to
question Qatar’s right to host the 2022
World Cup,” the Cairo-based League
said.

On Thursday, the OIC denounced
“biased Western media campaigns
against the State of Qatar”, and GCC for-
eign ministers issued a strongly worded
statement on June 11 affirming their
solidarity with their member state.

Qatar’s hosting of football’s premier
tournament, long criticised by many
over corruption and human rights

abuse allegations, has come under fur-
ther intense scrutiny after US prosecu-
tors accused FIFA officials of taking part
in a major kickbacks scheme involving a
total of $150 million in bribes.

Swiss judicial  authorit ies have
launched an investigation into the
awarding of the 2022 competition and
the tournament in Russia four years ear-
lier. Earlier this month, a FIFA official
said Qatar could lose the World Cup if
allegations of wide-scale bribery could
be proved.

“If evidence exists that Qatar and
Russia received the (World Cup) awards
only thanks to bribes, then the awards
could be annulled,” head of FIFA’s audit-
ing and compliance committee
Domenico Scala told the Swiss
Sonntagszeitung weekly.

His comments were the first by a FIFA
official to admit the possibility that
Qatar could lose out on hosting foot-
ball’s showpiece. Scala added, however,
that no such evidence had been provid-
ed so far. Qatar has maintained that its
bid remains unaffected by the latest
allegations. —AFP

Arab League slams ‘hateful 

campaign’ against Qatar

Paraguay draw to top group
LA SERENA: Paraguay drew 1-1 with Uruguay at
the Copa America to go top of Group B, one
point ahead of Argentina before the tournament
favourites take on eliminated Jamaica later on
Saturday. Centre back Jose Maria Gimenez put
holders Uruguay in front after 29 minutes with a
header from Carlos Sanchez’ corner, the ball
going in off the post. Paraguay equalised on the
stroke of halftime from a corner taken by Edgar
Benitez that striker Lucas Barrios nodded
emphatically past Fernando Muslera.

The Paraguayans have five points from three
matches while Uruguay, sure of a berth in the
quarter-finals at least as one of the two best
third-placed teams, and Argentina have four
apiece. Jamaica will finish bottom even if they
manage to get an upset win over Argentina. “I’m
happy with Paraguay’s strength, we’re a good
team,” Barrios told reporters. “We were a goal
down and drew against tough opponents.

Uruguay had most of the chances in a match
that pitted the two finalists of the previous tour-
nament in 2011 against each other. Gimenez
almost put the holders two up in the 37th
minute but Justo Villar made a fine save, diving
to his right to push the ball away.

Striker Diego Rolan latched on to the
rebound and fed Edinson Cavani but the striker
steered the ball past the outside of the far post.

In the second half Uruguay’s substitute for-
ward Cristhian Stuani steered a header wide of

the post when he had the goal at his mercy and
Villar saved a volley from Cavani.

Paraguay nearly stole victory in added time
when Muslera did well, diving to his right to

push a shot from defender Bruno Valdez out for
a corner. “Unfortunately a loss of concentration
cost us. I liked the team, we created the best
chances,” said Gimenez. —Reuters

OTTAWA: Top-ranked Germany ham-
mered Sweden 4-1 to reach the quarter
finals of the Women’s World Cup on
Saturday, overcoming the heat to brush
off their European rivals in a second
round game in Ottawa. The quick and
powerful Germans, who showed why
they are one of the tournament favorites,
will play the winner of Sunday’s France-
South Korea match next Friday in
Montreal.

Celia Sasic scored in each half against
an overwhelmed Swedish side with Anja
Mittag and Dzsenifer Marozsan also net-
ting.

Sasic and Mittag now both have five
goals in the tournament. Sweden’s only
consolation was a late header from Linda
Sembrant.

“We were clearly the better team and
that’s why we won ... I think (Sweden) did
well but we didn’t allow them to make
much of it,” said coach Silvia Neid, who
played down talk of her side reaching
the final. “It won’t be easy. We played well
but we’re not world champions yet ...

we’re human beings, not robots,” she
said. Germany, who won the title in 2003
and 2007, were knocked out in the quar-
ter finals when they hosted the tourna-
ment in 2011. Sweden came third in that
World Cup.

Neid’s side attacked the fifth-ranked
Swedes from the start, spurning a good
chance after just 15 seconds. Mittag
broke the deadlock in the 24th minute,
firing in a curling 22-yard drive that took
Swedish goalkeeper Hedvig Lindahl by
surprise.

Sasic easily converted a spot kick in
the 36th minute and then headed home
from close range in the 78th as the pace
of the game slowed in the second half
with the temperature rising.

Sembrant grabbed one back four
minutes later before Marozsan looped
the bal l  over  L indahl  in  the 88th
minute.  “Germany are a ver y good
team and deserved to advance,” said
Swedish coach Pia  Sundhage.  “ We
fought and we tried but it  was not
good enough unfortunately.”—Reuters

Germany thrash

Sweden 4-1

ONTARIO: Germany’s Lena Lotzen (9) battles with Sweden’s Caroline Seger (17) dur-
ing the second half of a FIFA Women’s World Cup soccer game. —AP

China edge past Cameroon

EDMONTON: China’s Wang Shanshan (9) kicks the ball as Cameroon’s Jeannette
Yango (10) defends during second-half FIFA Womenís World Cup soccer game. —AP

EDMONTON: China booked their place in the
quarter-finals of the Women’s World Cup with
a 1-0 win over Cameroon at the
Commonwealth Stadium on Saturday.

A classy 12th minute goal from forward
Wang Shanshan proved enough for the 1999
runners-up to reach the last eight of the com-
petition where they will face the winners of
Monday’s game between the United States
and Colombia.

Cameroon, playing in their first Women’s
World Cup finals, will feel unlucky though not
to have at least forced extra time with a
determined and positive display.

The Africans went close to an equaliser in
the 65th minute when a looping header from
forward Gaelle Enganamouit hit the top of
the cross-bar but a well-organised China

team held firm for the win. The decisive goal
was a superbly executed move from a corner
which was swung in by Wang Lisi  to Li
Dongna who brought the ball down nicely
and then set up Wang who side-footed a vol-
ley home.

Cameroon were lively in midfield, bursting
forward with pace with Francine Zouga and
Madeleine Ngono Mani particularly influen-
tial, but they lacked the killer touch in the
final third.

China should have doubled their advan-
tage shortly after the interval but Wang Lisi
missed a good chance at the back post from
close range, slicing the ball wide.

Wang Shanshan, a converted defender
playing as centre-forward, also should have
done better in the 60th minute when she was

put clear with a ball over the top but shot
wide.

Cameroon were determined to make
China regret those missed opportunities and
after Enganamouit’s header went close, Ajara
Nchout tested Wang Fei with a volley at the
back post.

The long ball was causing Cameroon’s
high defensive line some trouble though Lou
Jiahui raced on to one deep pass and had an
attempted lob superbly tipped wide by
Annette Ngo Ndom.

Wang Shanshan again found herself free
on goal but she hesitated and allowed
Christine Manie to intervene. Cameroon piled
on the pressure in the final minutes but China
kept their shape well and made sure of their
place in the quarter-finals. —Reuters

LA SERENA: Paraguay’s Nelson Haedo (right) controls the ball ahead of Uruguay’s Alvaro
Gonzalez during a Copa America Group B soccer match. —AP



17
Seven-star Yasir
leads Pakistan 
to Test win

MONDAY, JUNE 22, 2015
18

Rosberg wins
Austrian GP

Higuain gives Argentina 1-0 victory over Jamaica Page 19

LONDON: Winner Andy Murray of Britain (left) and runner-up Kevin Anderson of South Africa (right) pose for a photograph with their trophies after their final tennis match at Queen’s Club. — AP

LONDON: Andy Murray swept to a record-equalling
fourth Queen’s Club title with a majestic 6-3, 6-4 demoli-
tion of South Africa’s Kevin Anderson in yesterday’s
final. Murray joins John McEnroe, Boris Becker, Andy
Roddick and Lleyton Hewitt as the only four-time win-
ners of the Wimbledon warm-up event in the Open era.

It is Murray’s third ATP title of 2015 after his victories
on clay in Madrid and Munich, earning him a cheque for
381,760 euros ($433,507) and continuing his superb
form since his April wedding.

With 34 career ATP titles, including six on grass,
Murray moves up to 18th on the Open era list-level with
Arthur Ashe, Michael Chang and John Newcombe. Even
more significantly, it is the world number three’s first
title on grass since his historic Wimbledon triumph in
2013.

That career-defining success two years ago came
after his third victorious campaign at Queen’s and, with
Wimbledon just eight days away, Murray’s ruthless 64-

minute rout of the world number 17 shows he is in the
mood to mount a sustained challenge for a second All
England Club crown.

“I played better as the week went on. I came up with
some great shots today and I had to play that way if I
wanted to win,” Murray said.

“You want to go into Wimbledon with grass matches
under your belt. I’m playing better than I did in 2013 but
it’s extremely difficult to win these events.” Anderson
added: “Andy is a terrific player. It’s tough playing him
here, but I can take a lot of positives from this week.”

After heavy rain forced his semi-final against Serbia’s
Viktor Troicki to be suspended on Saturday, Murray
knew he would have to do double duty to win the title.

The 28-year-old completed the first part of his hectic
schedule in just over an hour, dispatching Troicki 6-3, 7-
6 (7/4) before heading back to the locker room for two
hours’ recovery time.

Anderson was well rested after blitzing his way into

his first Queen’s final with 34 aces against Gilles Simon
on Saturday to take his tally for the tournament to 96.

But Murray had won four of his previous five meet-
ings with the 6ft 8in (2.03m) South African and main-
taining his 100 percent record in Queen’s finals proved
no problem.

Murray had already won twice in one day this year,
seeing off Lukas Rosol and Roberto Bautista Agut to
clinch the Munich title last month.

And there was no sign of any fatigue as the Scot
made a dynamic start, unloading crisp ground-strokes
and reading Anderson’s serve well enough to secure
two break points in the fourth game.

Anderson turned to brute force in response, slam-
ming down a 141mph (227kmph) serve, but Murray
managed to keep it in play and the rattled South
African lost his cool as he buried a mistimed smash into
the net.

That was all the incentive Murray needed and he

kept Anderson completely out of sync with his astute
use of drop shots before one whipped forehand cross-
court winner that bent away from his opponent as if on
a string.

Anderson reached 100 aces for the tournament
before the set was over, but Murray was never seriously
troubled as he closed it out with a perfectly measured
backhand slice.

Anderson could sense his hopes of becoming the
first South African to win Queen’s since his childhood
idol Wayne Ferreira in 1992 were starting to slip away.

The 29-year-old had lost six consecutive finals since
winning his second ATP title at Delray Beach in 2012,
and Murray ensured his opponent’s barren sequence
continued as he pressed home his advantage with a
break in the fifth game of the second set.

Again it was a Murray drop shot that did the damage,
catching Anderson behind the baseline and effectively
sealing his victory in the process. — AFP

Murray crowned king of Queen’s

India: 
R. Sharma c Sabbir b Mustafizur 0 
S. Dhawan c Das b Nasir 53 
V. Kohli lbw b Nasir 23 
M. Dhoni c Sarkar b Mustafizur 47 
A. Rayudu c Nasir b Rubel 0 
S. Raina c Das b Mustafizur 34 
R. Jadeja b Mustafizur 19
A. Patel lbw b Mustafizur 0 
R. Ashwin c Das b Mustafizur 4 
B. Kumar c Das b Rubel 3 
D. Kulkarni not out 2 
Extras (lb6, w8, nb1) 15 
Total (all out, 45 overs) 200
Fall of wickets: 1-0 (Rohit), 2-74 (Kohli), 3-109
(Dhawan), 4-110 (Rayudu),  5-163 (Raina), 6-
174 (Dhoni), 7-174 (Patel), 8-184 (Ashwin), 9-
196 (Jadeja),  10-200 (Kumar).
Bowling: Mustafizur 10-0-43-6 (w4), Taskin 4-
0-24-0 (nb1, w3), Mortaza 7-0-35-0 (w1),

Nasir 10-0-33-2, Rubel 7-0-26-2, Shakib 7-0-
33-0 

Bangladesh:
Tamim Iqbal c Dhawan b Kulkarni 13
Soumya Sarkar lbw b Ashwin 34
Litton Das c Dhoni b Patel 36
Mushfiqur Rahim run out 31
Shakib Al Hasan not out 51
Sabbir Rahman not out 22
Extras (lb4, w9) 13
Total (for four wickets, 38 overs) 200
Did not bat: Nasir Hossain, Mashrafe
Mortaza, Rubel Hossain, Taskin Ahmed, 
Mustafizur Rahman
Fall of wickets: 1-34 (Tamim), 2-86 (Sarkar), 3-
98 (Das), 4-152 (Rahim)
Bowling: Kumar 5-0-32-0 (w3), Kulkarni 7-0-
42-1 (w4), Ashwin 10-2-32-1 
(w1), Jadeja 7-0-28-0 (w1), Patel 7-0-48-1,
Raina 2-0-14-0

SCOREBOARD
DHAKA: Scoreboard of the second one-day international  between Bangladesh and India at
the Sher-e-Bangla National Stadium in Dhaka yesterday:DHAKA: Left-arm pacer Mustafizur Rahman

tore through the Indian batting line up once
again to help Bangladesh seal the three-match
one-day international series with a six-wicket
win in Dhaka yesterday.

Mustafizur picked up where he left off in
the opening match, when he claimed 5-50, to
grab 6-43 and help bowl India out for 200
runs, a target Bangladesh reached in just 38
overs. The hosts were given a target of 200
runs in 47 overs based on the

Duckworth/Lewis method after rain interrupt-
ed play for more than an hour towards the end
of India’s innings.

Bangladesh faced little problem to reach
that figure thanks to Shakib Al Hasan’s second
successive 50, along with cameos from Litton
Das (36), Soumya Sarkar (34) and Mushfiqur
Rahman (31).  

Sabbir Rahman (22 not out) steered Axar
Patel to third man for the winning run with
Shakib unbeaten on 51 at the other end, hav-

ing smashed five fours in a 62-ball innings.
The win, which followed Thursday’s 79-run

success, all but confirmed Bangladesh’s place
in the 2017 ICC Champions Trophy in England
after they cemented the seventh position in
the ODI rankings.Hosts England, plus seven
top-ranked one-day sides will progress to the
tournament. 

Earlier in the day, Shikhar Dhawan scored
53 runs while skipper Mahendra Singh Dhoni
chipped in with 47 as India toiled hard against
some fine Bangladesh bowling in a bid to stay
alive in the series.

Electing to bat first after Dhoni won the
toss, India suffered its first blow on just the
second ball when Rohit Sharma was caught at
cover by Sabbir Rahman off Mustafizur.

Dhawan and Virat Kohli steadied the
innings with a 74-run second wicket stand
before Bangladesh struck again through occa-
sional off-break bowler Nasir Hossain. 

Nasir, who claimed 2-33, trapped Kohli leg
before for 23 and then had Dhawan caught
behind soon after the opener completed his
fifty.

Ambati Rayudu, one of the three changes
India made for the game, followed Dhawan
without scoring to leave the visitors struggling
at 4-110.

Dhoni, who promoted himself at number
four, put on a 53-run partnership in the fifth
wicket with Suresh Raina, but Mustafizur

returned in his second spell to dismiss
Raina for 34 to break the stand.

Dhoni, dropped by wicketkeeper Das
on 21, later succumbed to the pressure,
spooning a catch off Mustafizur to Nasir
at short cover. Mustafizur created a
chance of a hat-trick, trapping Axar Patel
leg before off the next ball.

While Ravichandran Ashwin sur-

vived the hat-tr ick  bal l ,  he soon
became Mustafizur’s fifth victim, edg-
ing a catch behind the stumps.

Mustafizur bowled Jadeja off his
final delivery after the rain break and
Rubel ended India’s innings two balls
later to finish with 2-26. The third and
final ODI will be held at same venue on
June 24. — AFP

Bangladesh beat India, seal series

DHAKA: Bangladesh’s Mustafizur Rahman bowls against India during their second one-
day international cricket match. — AP
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BUCHAREST: People are silhouetted by a pyrotechnic display at the end of an international air show late Saturday. — AP 

ATHENS/BRUSSELS: Greek Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras
spoke to the leaders of Germany, France and the
European Commission by phone on Sunday in an
attempt to break the deadlock over a cash-for-reforms
deal as time runs out to save Greece from bankruptcy.
After months of wrangling and with anxious depositors
pulling billions of euros out of Greek banks, Tsipras’s
leftist government has signalled a willingness to make
concessions in order to unlock 7.2 billion euros in
bailout money.

But a day before an emergency summit in Brussels, it
is still unclear how far Tsipras, elected in January on a
pledge to lift his people out of years of austerity, will
yield. His Syriza party plans a rally in Athens to send “a
loud message of resistance” against demands for more
cuts and tax hikes in a country battered by years of
recession. But the mood has also hardened in Germany,
which has contributed more money than any other
country to bailing out Greece. German Chancellor
Angela Merkel is under pressure from within her ranks
not to give in to Greek demands, even if that means
contemplating Greece leaving the euro zone.

Athens urgently needs access to funds to avoid
defaulting on a 1.6 billion euro IMF loan that falls due at
the end of the month. But as the crisis gets pushed from
one meeting to the next, each side has put the respon-
sibility on the other’s shoulder for finding a deal. Money
has drained out of Greek banks after a breakdown in
talks last weekend, and Greece might have to impose
capital controls within days if there is no breakthrough.
Tsipras called Merkel,  French President Francois
Hollande and Juncker with the latest Greek offer over
the weekend.

“The prime minister presented the three leaders
Greece’s proposal for a mutually beneficial agreement
that will give a definitive solution and not a postpone-
ment of addressing the problem,” a statement from
Tsipras’s office said. His government was holed up in an
hours-long cabinet meeting yesterday. Over the week-
end, senior European officials have remained in close

contact ahead of a meeting of finance ministers and
euro zone leaders today. “Everyone’s talking to every-
one,” an EU official said. “We’re continuing to work infor-
mally on a solution.”

No to Blackmail
For a deal to work, Tsipras will need a solution that is

acceptable to his party or else may be pushed to call a
snap election or a referendum to secure a mandate for
an agreement. Under the austerity measures imposed
by the IMF, the European Union and the European
Central Bank in two bailouts, Greece’s economic output
has fallen 25 percent, wages and pensions have been
slashed, and one in four Greeks is jobless.

The Greek government has resisted demands for
pension cuts or tax rises, arguing that the austerity
imposed on the southern European country had made
the crisis worse. A senior Syriza lawmaker said on
Sunday that previous ideas put forward by Juncker
would have led to a “social holocaust”. “Democracy can-
not be blackmailed, dignity cannot be bargained,” the
Syriza party said in a statement yesterday, announcing
its planned protest. “Workers, the unemployed, young
people, the Greek people and the rest of the peoples of
Europe will send a loud message of resistance to the
alleged one-way path of austerity, resistance to the
blackmail and scare-mongering.”

European ministers have played down the prospect
of a final agreement today but hope a political under-
standing can be reached in time for a full deal by the
end of June. Merkel’s Bavarian allies warned against giv-
ing in to Greece, with senior Christian Social Union law-
maker Hans Michelbach saying he saw no realistic
chance of an agreement today. “If the EU lets the gov-
ernment in Athens get away with its intransigence, we
can bury the euro,” Michelbach said in a statement yes-
terday. “Either Greece declares itself willing for a viable
solution or the country must leave the euro. The euro
zone could cope with the consequences of a Greek exit,”
he said. — Reuters 

Greece, creditors push for breakthrough

Leaders to hold emergency summit • Athens willing to make concessions

ATHENS: Greek Finance Minister Yanis Varoufakis arrives on his motorcycle for a cabinet meeting at the prime min-
ister’s office yesterday. — AFP 

DUBAI: Saudi Arabia’s government and a Russian
state fund have signed a memorandum of under-
standing to jointly invest as much as $10 billion, offi-
cial Saudi news agency SPA said yesterday. The deal
between Saudi Arabia’s Public Investment Fund (PIF)
and the Russian Direct Investment Fund (RDIF) was
sealed last week when top Saudi officials visited
Russia. The governments also agreed to cooperate
on developing nuclear energy. 

SPA did not say where or when the joint invest-
ments would be made. The PIF was set up to help
develop the Saudi economy, while the RDIF makes
equity investments mainly in Russia and in the last

few years has signed similar co-investment agree-
ments with countries such as China, South Korea and
Kuwait.

Prince Saud K Al-Faisal, executive director for
investment policy at the Saudi Arabian General
Investment Authority, told Reuters in March that
Saudi Arabia was increasingly focusing on investing
to obtain technology and benefit its economy rather
than just seeking monetary returns. Last week the
PIF agreed to buy a 38 percent stake in South Korean
builder POSCO Engineering & Construction Co for
about $1.1 billion, in a deal that could transfer con-
struction sector expertise to Saudi Arabia. — Reuters 

Saudis to invest $10bn with Russian fund DUBAI: The United Arab Emirates expects strong
growth this year after its oil-rich economy expanded by
4.6 percent in 2014, Prime Minister Sheikh Mohammed
bin Rashid Al-Maktoum said. “We expect to continue to
achieve strong growth in 2015,” Sheikh Mohammed,
who is also the ruler of Dubai, said in a note on the state
of the UAE economy issued late Saturday. He said the
non-oil sector had experienced positive growth in first
quarter and highlighted a “continuing rise in govern-
ment spending and the increase in government and pri-
vate capital”.

Sheikh Mohammed stressed that the UAE, which is
the world’s sixth-largest producer of crude oil, would
“adhere to its long-term strategy to diversify its national
economy”. He noted that the non-oil sector grew 8.1

percent in 2014 and that its contribution to the econo-
my had reached 68.6 percent. “We have put in place all
the necessary plans to take that contribution to as high
as 80 percent in 2021,” he said.

This would be done “through intensive investment
in the industrial and tourism sectors, air and maritime
transport, import and re-export, as well as supporting a
range of projects and initiatives based on the knowl-
edge economy,” he added. The financial sector posted a
gain of 15 percent in 2014, while tourism continued to
grow with some 20 million tourists visiting the country,
he said. The fourth largest OPEC supplier was hit hard
by the global financial crisis, strongly dampening eco-
nomic growth which averaged just 1.5 percent between
2007 and 2011. — AFP 

UAE expects strong economic growth



DHAKA: For Rehana Akhter, rebuilding
her life after losing her leg in Bangladesh’s
worst industrial disaster is an uphill battle,
but her struggle is eased slightly by digital
technology. The 25-year-old has an elec-
tronic bank account on her mobile, giving
her access to financial services that have
traditionally been out of reach for millions
of poor in Bangladesh and other develop-
ing nations.  From the capital  Dhaka,
Akhter sends interest earned on her one
million taka ($12,820) compensation from
the disaster quickly and cheaply to her 10-
year-old son and parents back in their vil-
lage.

“Life is tough for anyone who’s lost a
limb. Nobody gives you a job or cares
about your pain,” she said of her injuries
suffered in the Rana Plaza garment factory
complex collapse that killed more than
1,100 people in 2013. “But the pain is part-
ly relieved when you know that there are
technologies to help you.” Started in 2011
by a local company called bKash, the elec-
tronic banking service has since exploded
in popularity to become one of the
world’s largest, with 17 million registered
accounts.

Bangladesh has been the heartland of
microfinance thanks to the pioneering
efforts of Nobel Prize winner Muhammad
Yunus, whose small loans empowered mil-
lions of poor. But the bKash Wallet service
has reached further, allowing anyone with
a mobile phone to receive wages, send
remittances and pay bills for a fee of less
than two percent of the transaction. As
bKash has grown, a string of banks that
have traditionally snubbed the poor have
started similar services, with an estimated
22 percent of Bangladesh adults now
using mobile money.

“bKash has emerged as a very efficient
payment arrangement with endless possi-
bilities,” its MIT-educated chief executive
Kamal Quadir told AFP. “It’s a completely
new payment infrastructure, that has
access to the country’s rich and poor.”
Quadir credited its success to its low cost
and huge reach -about 100,000 bKash
agents such as shopkeepers are employed
in villages throughout the country allow-
ing receivers of electronic money to get
their cash. “Anybody with a very basic
phone can transfer money anywhere in
the countr y.  You don’t  need a fancy
phone. A $15 phone is good enough.” The
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation has
invested an undisclosed amount in bKash,
a subsidiary of a local bank.

Fraught with Danger 
Like millions of other Bangladeshis,

Akhter was forced to leave her village
years ago, in the western border district of
Jessore, to find work in one of the coun-
try’s thousands of garment factories. But
physically sending money back home was
costly and often fraught with danger,
resulting in arguments with family mem-
bers. “In the past, there were times I sent
money through my brother and once he
never paid my son,” she told AFP at Savar,
outside the capital, where she has been
looking for a new job. “Then I used to send
money through courier services. But it
took a day for the money to reach my fam-
ily.”

A survey of rickshaw pullers last year in
Dhaka showed 95 percent used the serv-
ice for remittances, instead of giving their

cash to expensive and slow couriers who
ply the congested, pot-holed roads. “It’s a
huge breakthrough in inclusive banking,”
said social  scientist  Salahuddin
Aminuzzaman, from Dhaka University,
who conducted the survey. “What we’ve
found is that the mobile financial service
has emerged as a big tool for savings and
empowerment,” he told AFP. “It’s empow-
ered millions of women garment workers
who would otherwise depend on male rel-
atives to carry their income back to vil-
lages.”

Transfers Top $1.6 billion 
The poor worldwide have long lacked

access to traditional services especially in
rural areas where banks consider building
bricks-and-mortar offices uneconomical.
But nearly two dozen banks in Bangladesh
have now developed the service since
bKash, with monthly transfers topping
$1.6 billion in March, up about 12 percent
from February, according to the central

bank. Monthly utility payments made
using bKash rose a whopping 62 percent
during the same period as consumers
turned to the mobile method, considered
more efficient than waiting in queues. —
AFP 

“The impact is revolutionary. Now an
agent of a mobile phone service can oper-
ate like a one-man bank branch, offering
all sorts of services that a bank normally
offers,” central bank spokesman A.F.M.
Asaduzzaman said. Thousands of shops
and other retailers are also making and
accepting payments using the service.
Ahamad Ali, a garment shop owner some
200 km west of Dhaka, hailed bKash as a
“godsend” after years spent carrying cash
to buy clothes from wholesalers and run-
ning the gauntlet of criminals. “In just one
year, my shop’s sales through bKash has
grown by more than 10 percent and our
payments to cloth makers by 20 percent.
It saves you valuable time and cuts the
risk of being robbed.” — AFP 
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EXCHANGE RATES

Bahrain Exchange Company wll

Al-Muzaini Exchange Co.

Dollarco Exchange Co. Ltd

ASIAN COUNTRIES

Japanese Yen 2.468
Indian Rupees 4.764
Pakistani Rupees 2.970
Srilankan Rupees 2.250
Nepali Rupees 2.970
Singapore Dollar 227.930
Hongkong Dollar 39.013
Bangladesh Taka 3.885
Philippine Peso 6.719
Thai Baht 8.995

GCC COUNTRIES
Saudi Riyal 80.670
Qatari Riyal 83.097
Omani Riyal 785.730
Bahraini Dinar 803.370
UAE Dirham 82.362

ARAB COUNTRIES
Egyptian Pound - Cash 41.295
Egyptian Pound - Transfer 39.546
Yemen Riyal/for 1000 1.412
Tunisian Dinar 157.890
Jordanian Dinar 426.930
Lebanese Lira/for 1000 2.029
Syrian Lira 2.156
Morocco Dirham 31.803

EUROPEAN & AMERICAN COUNTRIES
US Dollar Transfer 302.350
Euro 345.890
Sterling Pound 482.850
Canadian dollar 247.830
Turkish lira 112.400
Swiss Franc 331.710
Australian Dollar 237.340
US Dollar Buying 301.150

CURRENCY BUY SELL

Europe
Belgian Franc 0.007887 0.008887
British Pound 0.473171 0.482171
Czech Korune 0.004571 0.016571
Danish Krone 0.041899 0.046899
Euro 0.337674 0.345674
Norwegian Krone 0.035051 0.040251
Romanian Leu 0.086731 0.086731
Slovakia 0.009004 0.019004
Swedish Krona 0.033188 0.038188
Swiss Franc 0.323672 0.333872
Turkish Lira 0.110478 0.117478

Australasia

Australian Dollar 0.227136 0.238636
New Zealand Dollar 0.202470 0.211970

America

Canadian Dollar 0.240964 0.249464

US Dollars 0.298250 0.302750
US Dollars Mint 0.298750 0.302750

Asia

Bangladesh Taka 0.003542 0.004142
Chinese Yuan 0.047311 0.050811
Hong Kong Dollar 0.036914 0.039664
Indian Rupee 0.004474 0.004864
Indonesian Rupiah 0.000019 0.000025
Japanese Yen 0.002382 0.002562
Kenyan Shilling 0.003062 0.003062
Korean Won 0.000263 0.000278
Malaysian Ringgit 0.077970 0.083970
Nepalese Rupee 0.003032 0.003202
Pakistan Rupee 0.002771 0.003051
Philippine Peso 0.006663 0.006943
Sierra Leone 0.000070 0.000076
Singapore Dollar 0.223158 0.229158
South African Rand 0.018817 0.027317
Sri Lankan Rupee 0.001820 0.002400
Taiwan 0.009716 0.009896
Thai Baht 0.008680 0.0009230

Arab

Bahraini Dinar 0.795527 0.803527
Egyptian Pound 0.038976 0.041806
Iranian Riyal 0.000084 0.000085
Iraqi Dinar 0.000185 0.000245
Jordanian Dinar 0.422136 0.429636
Kuwaiti Dinar 1.000000 1.000000
Lebanese Pound 0.000150 0.000250
Moroccan Dirhams 0.021704 0.045704
Nigerian Naira 0.001246 0.001881
Omani Riyal 0.779312 0.784992
Qatar Riyal 0.082337 0.083550
Saudi Riyal 0.079990 0.080690
Syrian Pound 0.001281 0.001501
Tunisian Dinar 0.153763 0.161763
Turkish Lira 0.110478 0.117478
UAE Dirhams 0.081338 0.082487
Yemeni Riyal 0.001366 0.001446

UAE Exchange Centre WLL

CURRENCIES TELEX TRANSFER PER 1000
Australian Dollar 213.44
Canadian Dollar 250.26
Swiss Franc 334.26
Euro 346.50
US Dollar 302.55
Sterling Pound 483.02
Japanese Yen 2.50
Bangladesh Taka 3.884
Indian Rupee 4.763
Sri Lankan Rupee 2.253
Nepali Rupee 2.976
Pakistani Rupee 2.972
UAE Dirhams 82.25
Bahraini Dinar 803.04
Egyptian Pound 39.54
Jordanian Dinar 429.81
Omani Riyal 784.65
Qatari Riyal 83.32
Saudi Riyal 80.60

Rate for Transfer Selling Rate
US Dollar 302.300
Canadian Dollar 248.825
Sterling Pound 481.095
Euro 345.070
Swiss Frank 280.410
Bahrain Dinar 800.790
UAE Dirhams 82.680
Qatari Riyals 83.850

Saudi Riyals 81.420
Jordanian Dinar 426.690
Egyptian Pound 39.543
Sri Lankan Rupees 2.253
Indian Rupees 4.752
Pakistani Rupees 2.969
Bangladesh Taka 3.881
Philippines Pesso 6.701
Cyprus pound 742.035
Japanese Yen 3.460
Syrian Pound 2.600
Nepalese Rupees 3.020
Malaysian Ringgit 81.645
Chinese Yuan Renminbi 49.080
Thai Bhat 9.965
Turkish Lira 112.410

GOLD
20 gram 242.320
10 gram 123.890
5  gram 62.630

BUENOS AIRES: With Greece in danger of
tumbling into the economic abyss it faces the
haunting memory of Argentina in 2001,
when the South American country defaulted
on nearly $100 billion and was plunged into a
crisis it is still battling back from. Like Greece,
Argentina had been living beyond its means
for years, dating back at least to the country’s
1976 to 1983 dictatorship, when the junta
jacked up military spending. The debt contin-
ued to spiral in the 1990s as Argentina bor-
rowed to fund a novel inflation-fighting pro-
gram in which the government pegged the
value of the peso to the dollar, holding $1 in
reserve for every peso in circulation.

The so-called “convertibility” plan success-
fully reined in the hyperinflation that had
dogged Argentina for 40 years. But it left the
country’s books badly overstretched by 1999,
when the shockwaves of the world financial
crisis plunged Argentina into recession. To

respond to the demands of the International
Monetary Fund, the Argentine government
enacted austerity measures and tax hikes. But
that provoked a series of general strikes.

As warnings of an imminent crisis spi-
ralled, Argentines withdrew $22 billion from
their banks in less than three months. In Dec
2001, in a bid to stop the run on banks, econ-
omy minister Domingo Cavallo, architect of
the convertibility plan, ordered nearly $70 bil-
lion in bank deposits frozen. For a 90-day
period, people were barred from withdraw-
ing more than 250 pesos (then worth $250) a
day. That sparked riots and a government
crackdown that left 33 people dead.

Looters trashed supermarkets and tens
of thousands of Argentines vented their
wrath by banging pots and pans in the
street - the so-called “cacerolazo” protests.
On Dec 19, 2001, President Fernando de la
Rua decreed a state of siege. A day later, as

thousands of angry protesters massed out-
side the presidential palace, he resigned and
left aboard a helicopter. On Dec 23, interim
president Adolfo Rodriguez Saa announced
a moratorium on payments of Argentina’s
nearly $100 billion debt. But the crisis soon
turned the presidency into a revolving door,
churning through five politicians in just two
weeks. By the time the carnage ended, the
economy had shrunk by one-fifth, inflation
had soared and the peso had been devalued
by 70 percent.

‘Traumatic Exits Never Good’ 
The Argentine economy returned painful-

ly to growth at the end of 2002, but the hang-
over lasted far longer. Argentina reached
deals with most of its creditors in 2005 and
2010 to restructure its debt, convincing
investors to take losses of up to 70 percent on
the face value of their bonds. But two

American hedge funds that had bought up
defaulted Argentine debt for pennies on the
dollar, billionaire speculator Paul Singer’s NML
Capital and Aurelius Capital Management,
sued Argentina in the US courts for full pay-
ment and won.

US federal judge Thomas Griesa also
blocked banks from processing Argentina’s
payments on its restructured debt, forcing
the country into a new though less damag-
ing - default last July. Griesa later extended
his ruling to other holdout creditors, putting
Argentina on the hook for a total of $7 bil-
lion. Greece will at least be spared that part
of Argentina’s travails. The Argentine experi-
ence led to the addition of majority clauses
to debt contracts, so that investors must
accept restructuring deals if they are
approved by more than 50 percent of credi-
tors. Since 2001, Argentina has issued no
bonds on the international debt market.

“We’ll make do with the means we’ve got,”
said economist Aldo Ferrer of the so-called
“Plan Phoenix,” the program to get the
Argentine economy to rise from the ashes.
In some ways, it has done just that. A major
agricultural exporter, Argentina got a boost
from the commodities boom of the 2000s.
The crisis was followed by a decade of eight-
percent average annual growth - though
high inflation, a weak peso and economic
uncertainty still linger.

Except for its small neighbor Uruguay,
which has strong trade ties with Argentina,
the fallout of Argentina’s crisis was relatively
limited.  That won’t be the case if Greece
defaults, said economic analyst Juan Pablo
Ronderos of consultancy Abeceb.com. “A
Greek default would have more painful con-
sequences and a definite impact on the
eurozone,” he said. “These traumatic exits are
never good.” —AFP 

Greek debt talks haunted by ghost of Argentina

Osborne vows

hefty welfare

budget cuts 

LONDON: Brit ish f inance minister  George
Osborne has said he will press ahead with hefty
cuts to welfare in a budget statement next
month, a day after tens of thousands of people
marched against austerity in central London.
Writing in the Sunday Times, Osborne and wel-
fare minister Iain Duncan Smith said the newly
re-elected Conservative government would go
ahead with plans to cut welfare spending by
£12 billion ($19 billion), out of an annual budg-
et of £220 billion, including old-age pensions.

British media had previously reported that
Osborne was under pressure from colleagues to
rein in the cuts, which are likely to fall most
heavily on low-paid workers. Separate media
repor ts  yesterday also pointed to other
demands on Osborne for spending on defence
and overseas aid ahead of his post-election
budget statement on July 8. “We will set out in
detail all the steps we will take to bring about
savings totalling 12 billion pounds a year in
next month’s  budget and at the spending
review in the autumn,” Osborne and Duncan
Smith wrote. “For a start, we will reduce the
benefit  cap,  and have made clear  that  we
believe we need to make significant savings
from other working-age benefits,” they added.

Britain’s budget deficit currently stands at
just under 5 percent of gross domestic product,
higher than in almost all advanced economies.
Fresh from an unexpected election victory last
month for the ruling Conservatives, Osborne
has said he wants to run a surplus by the
2018/19 tax year and commit future govern-
ments to the same. The Sunday Times said cuts
under consideration included banning people
aged under 25 from claiming housing benefit
and restricting tax credits to a couple’s first two
children.

On Saturday tens of thousands of protesters
marched from the Bank of England in London’s
f inancial  distr ic t  to parl iament to protest
against further cuts, saying they were unneces-
sary and would worsen inequality.  Further
demands on spending appeared in other British
media. Microsoft founder and philanthropist Bill
Gates, writing in the Sunday Telegraph, urged
Britain’s government to stick with its commit-
ment to spend 0.7 percent of GDP on foreign
aid, which some Conservative lawmakers think
could be better spent at home.

In the same newspaper, defence minister
Michael Fallon said Britain’s armed forces still
had enough resources despite cuts to their 34
billion pound budget and the world “becom-
ing a darker place” with threats from Russia
and Islamic State. Fallon said Britain would
offer an extra 1,000 troops to a NATO rapid
reaction force aimed at deterring Russian
aggression at a NATO defence ministers’ meet-
ing this week. — Reuters 

Bangladesh unbanked poor 

hail ‘revolutionary’ service
22% of adults now using mobile money

DHAKA: In this photograph taken on June 19, 2015, a poster advertises the services
of a bKash agent at a market in the capital. (Inset) Chief executive of bKash Kamal
Quadir speaks during an interview in his office. — AFP 
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AURANGABAD, India: Prices of many foodstuffs are
surging in India, despite a good start to monsoon
rains - an unexpected boon for wholesalers, but a
major headache for the central bank and a govern-
ment hoping for its help to reboot the economy.
Reserve Bank of India Governor Raghuram Rajan has
cut interest rates three times this year to boost
growth, but he has since warned he will not cut
again if poor rains drive up prices and threaten his
inflation target. Bond and stock traders in Mumbai
have been left compulsively checking weather fore-
casts.

But in a bustling market in Aurangabad, 330 km
east of the financial capital, wholesaler Shaikh Sharif
does not need to track the monsoon: he says prices
will stay high no matter what the rains do. Standing
in a storage room with sacks of produce stacked
almost to the ceiling, the 42-year-old is stockpiling
garlic and onions, saying unseasonal rainfalls earlier
this year and a subsequent heatwave have already
hit crops, and farmers won’t be able to immediately
make up for the shortfall.

“Vegetable prices will rise despite good mon-
soon rains due to thin supplies,” he said, as a book
keeper nearby jots figures in a thick ledger. “If the
monsoon fails, then there will be an even bigger ral-

ly in prices.” Pulses, vegetables and chicken make up
12 percent of India’s consumer price index. That
means significant price rises will pose a major chal-
lenge to the RBI, which this year unveiled the coun-
try’s first inflation target - keeping consumer price
rises between 2 and 6 percent.

A fall in inflation to well within those levels this
year has allowed Rajan to cut interest rates by a total
of 75 basis points, including a move this month. He
has indicated he will now pause, projecting con-
sumer inflation could rise to about 6 percent by next
January, not too far from the 5 percent registered in
May. Economists expect him to stay firm on that
stance, though a pause will likely frustrate govern-
ment and businesses wanting more help for an
economy that is struggling on the ground, despite
strong official figures. “This is a new inflation target-
ing framework which the RBI is trying to implement,”
said A Prasanna, an economist with ICICI Securities
Primary Dealership in Mumbai. “If inflation goes out
of control they will lose credibility, and this whole
framework will come under question.”

Price Pressure
Recent data supports the prospect of potential

inflation trouble during the monsoon season, which

runs from June to September, even as rains have
now started to fall in earnest, easing some of the
investors’ fears. Average onion prices at Lasalgaon,
India’s largest wholesale market in the state of
Maharashtra, jumped nearly 31 percent in June from
the previous month, according to government data.

Meanwhile, prices for pulses - a key source of
protein in a largely vegetarian country - and chicken
have soared to record highs because of the unusual
weather this year. Amit Magre, a director of Bajrang
Pulses and Agro Products in western India, says the
production of pulses has been so bad that he’s now
importing them, and running a single daily shift at
his mill compared with three last year. “Even if we
assume monsoon delivers good rainfall, new crop
supplies will start from October onwards. Until then,
prices will remain elevated,” he said.

The government was lauded last year for its
efforts to keep a rein on inflation despite lower-
than-expected rainfall, a push that largely consisted
of releasing wheat and rice from government-run
warehouses and cracking down on hoarders. But it
does not have stockpiles of vegetables, chicken and
pulses. Importing them is difficult and costly, as
pulse production remains low elsewhere, while veg-
etables and chickens are too perishable. — Reuters 

JAKARTA: Indonesian companies are
shedding jobs as they grapple with
the weakest economic growth in six
years, adding to the troubles facing
Pres ident  Joko Widodo,  who was
elected last year on pledges to dig
the country out of a rut. Government
data  might  suggest  no cause  for
alarm - unemployment was 5.81 per-
cent in Februar y,  up only s l ightly
from 5.70 percent a year earlier - but
the official numbers are notoriously
unreliable and don’t adequately cov-
er the informal sector, which is two-
thirds of  Southeast Asia’s  biggest
economy.

Recent reports of heavy lay-offs
across the country paint a bleaker pic-
ture, and business executives, recruit-
ment firms and jobseekers say it is get-
ting worse. Young people are being hit
hardest ;  the International  Labour
Organization estimated the youth job-
less rate was more than 20 percent in
2013, and economists believe it  is
higher now. About a third of the work-
force is aged 15 to 29, a youth bulge
that could bring Indonesia, a country
of 250 mil l ion people,  the sor t  of
demographic dividend China and
South Korea enjoyed a generation ago
- but only if there are jobs for the 2
million people joining the workforce
every year.

“The government doesn’t have a
blueprint for labour absorption,” said
proper ty businessman Hariyadi
Suk amdani ,  chairman of  the
Indonesian employers’ association. “If
this condition is allowed to continue,
what we would get is not a demo-
graphic bonus, but a demographic dis-
aster. There could be social turmoil
and higher crime rates.”

Jobless in Jakarta
When he took office eight months

ago, Widodo said he would pour bil-
lions of dollars into infrastructure and
foster growth in manufacturing. But
the promised splurge on roads, power
plants and ports has not materialised,
largely because of bureaucratic hold-
ups and land disputes, and a shortage
of sk i l led labour is  holding back
growth in value -added industries.
Miners have been hammered by a
double whammy: a ban on mineral ore
exports and a sharp drop in commodi-
ty prices.

Meanwhile, labour-intensive indus-
tries such as textiles and manufactur-
ing have been hit by the rupiah’s slide
to a 17-year-low, which has raised the

cost of  impor ted raw materials.
Hundreds of redundant garment fac-
tory workers protested for hours this
week in the financial district of Jakarta,
the capital, after their company was
declared bank rupt and its  assets
seized by two banks.

Unemployment in turn is hitting
consumption, which makes up more
than half  of  Indonesia’s  economy.
Automobile sales in May fell 18.4 per-
cent from a year earlier,  the ninth
decline in a row. “Stocks are piling up
because nobody is buying. The peo-
ple’s purchasing power is weak,” said
Ade Sudrajat, head of Indonesia’s tex-
tile association. “This has never hap-
pened before in the last 45 years.”

Expat Exit
Arif  Budimanta,  adviser  to the

finance minister, said the government
was introducing measures such as
halving lending rates for small busi-
nesses and exempting most goods
from a luxury tax to stimulate con-
sumption. At job fairs in Jakarta the
gloom is  palpable.  Naomi Octiva
Naibaho,  a  manager at  the
Kompaskarier.com portal that ran one
such fair recently, said about 6,000
jobseekers turned up ever y day,
roughly triple the number of positions
on offer. Gita Harahap, 26, has been
sending resumes for weeks since the
bank where she worked as a teller
started a round of lay-offs, but she has
had no luck. “No one has called me
back,” she said. “The competition is
tighter.”

In the first five months of this year,
79 companies approached Universitas
Indonesia for potential recruitment,
down from 110 over the same period
of 2014, said Sandra Fikawati, head of
the university’s career development
centre. The slowdown is also affecting
higher-paid jobs, including in financial
services, said Rob Bryson, Indonesia
country manager for recruitment firm
Robert Walters.

From mid-2013 to late last year, the
number of foreigners holding work
permits in Indonesia is estimated to
have dropped 20 percent to around
62,000, partly because expatriate job-
seekers saw more opportunities in
Western countries,  he said.
“Companies here are look ing to
increase productivity,” Bryson said.
“They will happily hire one person and
let go of two in many circumstances,
so that adds pressure to the employ-
ment scene.” — Reuters 

LUBUMBASHI, DR Congo: The minerals in the south-
eastern Katanga region represent potential riches for the
Democratic Republic of Congo, but a lack of electricity is
preventing the country from fully exploiting them. In
Katanga’s regional capital Lubumbashi, power cuts regu-
larly shut down the furnace at the STL factory that extracts
cobalt, copper and zinc oxide from a nearby mountain of
slag. It takes 34 megawatts of electricity for the site’s giant
furnace to operate at full capacity, but DR Congo’s nation-
al power company Snel is only supplying 24 megawatts.
“We are living in a situation of continual stress and it’s hell,”
said Jean-Pol Tavernier, STL’s maintenance director.

Worse still, according to Tavernier, are the outages that
disrupt production, sometimes several times a day, for up
to seven hours. “Electricity began to become a problem
during the mining boom of 2006-2007,” said Tavernier. “It
kept on getting worse until becoming really catastrophic
in 2012.” The lack of power has even forced Chinese com-
pany CDM to cut 300 jobs. “We can’t work with the little
power we have,” said CDM’s director in Katanga, Akili Peter.
“This is what forced us to shut down the four furnaces and
lay off all those people working with us.”

Lacks about 600 Megawatts 
DR Congo’s mining sector had been enjoying a renais-

sance amid an influx of foreign investors and high com-
modity prices. The state-owned sector had suffered from
under-investment and mismanagement during the dicta-
torship of Mobutu Sese Seko from 1965 to 1997, only to
be thrown into tumult during five years of war that fol-
lowed his ouster. But a new mining code adopted in 2002
brought improvement to the sector by attracting foreign
investment to boost production with lowered tax rates.

That activity and Katanga’s fabulous deposits have
made the DR Congo a top producer of cobalt - a metal
used to make alloys prized by the high-tech industry - and
a major producer of copper. The government is eager to

promote further expansion of the mining sector to spur
the overall development of the country, which despite
over seven percent of average annual growth in recent
years is still ranked among the world’s least developed
nations.

But Kinshasa has also proposed a contested reform of
the mining code involving higher taxes for foreign
investors that actors in the sector warn will further brake
activity already stymied by the electricity shortage. DR
Congo’s mining sector lacks about 600 megawatts of elec-
tricity according to Ben Munanga, director of energy and
infrastructure at the Kazakh group ENRC, and who deals
with mining energy issues on the country’s Chamber of
Business. The problem is that the age and poor mainte-
nance of its power stations do not allow state-owned Snel
to meet electricity demands. In 2013 it generated about
1,500 megawatts of electricity despite an installed capaci-
ty of nearly 2,450 megawatts, according to its website. 

‘Need New Production’ 
The head of the Snel’s grid in Katanga, Jean Marie

Mutombo Ngoie said the supply problem was just tempo-
rary. “We think that within a year we’ll be able to increase
power...” he said, citing renovation of power stations that
serve mining companies as a reason for his optimism. But
Munanga also noted “that won’t absorb all of the deficit.
You need new production, that is the pressing need.” The
problem of insufficient electrical supplies isn’t exclusive to
DR Congo. Regular power outages in South Africa led offi-
cials there to warn in May that shortages have significant-
ly undermined economic growth. Even worse energy defi-
ciencies beset cities elsewhere across the continent.

Awaiting enduring solutions some mining companies
in DR Congo are installing generators to alleviate their
power problems, while others import electricity from
Zambia - both expensive options. The cost of lost produc-
tion is also steep. Munanga said copper output - which

topped one million tonnes in 2014 - could be increased by
250,000 to 300,000 tonnes per year with more power. DR
Congo is faced with “horrible energy insecurity,” said a
source close to the government who requested anonymi-
ty as he warned “in the short term, the situation risks wors-
ening” for the mining sector. 

In partial response to that, the government issued

a decree in April exonerating mining companies for
four years from customs duties and sales tax on
imported electricity and foreign equipment pur-
chased to generate power. While the mining compa-
nies appreciate that gesture, one executive said wryly
that this shows “they don’t have any real solution dur-
ing the next four years.” — AFP 

Lack of electricity hinders DRC mining sector

LUBUMBASHI: People walk past an old locomotive displayed as a monument on May 26, 2015. —AFP 

Prices of vegetables, pulses, chicken surging

Food price surge puts 
Rajan on back foot

SHANGHAI: The world’s second tallest building,
Shanghai Tower, will soon open in the Chinese finan-
cial capital with a twist - a 120-degree twist, to be
exact. A softened triangular “outer skin” is literally
twisted around a circular core, sending the glass and
steel tower spiralling 632 m into the grey sky above
the city. State-backed developer Shanghai Tower
Construction and Development Co views the modern
design as a symbol of China’s future, a super-tall build-
ing in the city’s gleaming Pudong financial district,
which did not even exist 25 years ago.

People involved with the project said the building
will open this summer, with office tenants moving in
first, but the developer declined to comment. “This
twist is an iconic symbol of looking forward for the
Chinese people,” said Grant Uhlir, practice area leader
and principal for Gensler, the US architecture firm
whose design was chosen for the building which
broke ground in 2008. “It’s been referred to as a strand
of DNA. It’s also been referred to a place where the
ground connects with the sky,” he said.

Although still dwarfed by the reigning champion
Burj Khalifa in Dubai, which stands at 828 m, and with
new challengers under construction, the $2.4 billion
Shanghai Tower can still lay claim to a host of superla-
tives. Besides being the tallest double-facade build-
ing, the world’s fastest elevators travelling 18 m per
second will whisk people up and down while the
globe’s second highest hotel will be located on the
84th to 110th floors. An estimated 16,000 to 18,000
people will pass through the Shanghai Tower every

day. The building will sway up to a metre in high
winds, with a 1,000-tonne “damper” weight near the
top reducing the effect.  

‘It has to be Unique’ 
“When you do these iconic, super-tall buildings, it

can’t be a copy of something else. It has to be unique,”
said American chief architect Marshall Strabala, who
participated in the project while at Gensler. Now the
head of his own firm, he spent part of his three-
decade career working on some of the world’s tallest
buildings including the Burj Khalifa. He said the dou-
ble skin plays other roles besides pure design, provid-
ing insulation to keep the building cool in summer
and warm in winter and reducing wind stress. “This
building is a giant Thermos bottle, that’s all it is,” he
said.

But the vacuum flask metaphor masks the mind-
numbing complexity involved in balancing the
design, safety requirements, building codes and client
demands that shaped the tower. Despite the futuristic
look, concepts owing to Chinese culture are present.
A golden canopy at the base of the building was orig-
inally meant to be green, the colour of weathered
copper, but the developer rejected the idea because
in Chinese, the expression “wearing a green hat”
means being a cuckold. “It’s not a good thing. Gold is
a colour of prosperity,” Strabala said. A white stone
structure dubbed the “River Wall” on the lower floors
conceptually cuts the building into west and east, like

Shanghai itself is divided into Puxi and Pudong on
either side of the Huangpu River. “Pudong side is busi-
ness, Puxi side is fun. The retail, restaurants (in the
building) are on the fun Puxi side,” Strabala said. The
developer is expected to shun using floor numbers
with the number four, which sounds like the Chinese
word for death. Gensler says the building has 121
“occupied” floors, while the total number has been
given as 127 or 128 storeys depending on how they
are counted.

‘Curse’ of Tall Buildings 
Office space will take up much of the 573,000-sq-

m building, while the retail space is small compared
to a shopping mall - just four floors. The building’s
arrival on the Shanghai office market could potential-
ly pull down rents and drive up the vacancy rate, ana-
lysts said. “It remains to be seen whether the pool of
tenants currently in Pudong is large enough to fill the
building or whether Shanghai Tower will need to start
offering discounts to attract others,” said Michael
Stacy, executive director of Cushman & Wakefield’s
tenant advisory group in China.

Property agents are quoting rental rates in a range
of 9 to 16 yuan ($1.45 to $2.56) per square metre a
day depending on location, but they say the develop-
er is offering rent-free periods. Strabala believes the
prestige of the address will draw tenants though he
jokes about the “curse” of tall buildings, which seems
to follow economic strife. —AFP 

JAKARTA: Indonesian President Joko Widodo (front row, third right) attends a
mass prayer held by members of the Nahdlatul Ulama (NU), the biggest Muslim
organization in Indonesia, to welcome Ramadan on June 14, 2015. — AFP 

Rising unemployment piles 
up problems for Widodo

China gives new twist to 
second tallest building

Marshall Strabala, the chief architect of the
Shanghai Tower, poses for a picture next to a
three-metre model of the Shanghai Tower on the
fifth floor of the tower. — AFP Photos

SHANGHAI: This picture taken on May 8, 2015 shows a view looking up towards the still under-construc-
tion Shanghai Tower (bottom center), the Shanghai World Financial Center (left) and the Jin Mao Tower.
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LONDON: When fears of a Greek default are
mounting, stock markets are jittery at multi-
year highs, and the world’s biggest economy is
preparing to hike interest rates, the idea of
taking refuge in bank stocks might appear to
be a hard sell. Yet that’s exactly what some
investors and brokers are recommending, on
the basis that the sector is cheap, has been
scrubbed cleaner post-crisis and may be able
to pass on higher rate costs to clients in an

improving economy.
“With some of the classic safe havens like

precious metals and less risky stocks providing
little protection, we believe investors should
consider some less obvious places,” BlackRock
Global  Chief  Investment Strategist  Russ
Koesterich told clients last week. “One is the
financial sector, with banks a potential benefi-
ciary of higher rates.” It would not be the first
time investors have picked up banks again

since the financial crisis, though eye-popping
fines have left some with burnt fingers.

But Citi research suggests that European
banks’ annual litigation provisions are expect-
ed to fall by more than half this year. And
meanwhile valuations suggest banks are the
only bargains left. The banking sector is still
cheap relative to others: global banks trade on
a price-to-earnings ratio of around 12 and a
price-to-book ratio of around 1, one of the

lowest-rated sec tors.  Big European
names like Deutsche Bank, Credit Suisse
and HSBC are even cheaper.

There’s also a lot of optimism among
investors about the arrival of new man-
agement at Deutsche Bank, Credit Suisse
and Standard Chartered. Banks have reg-
ularly  been pitched as restructuring
plays;  the hope this t ime is for more
aggressive changes, whether on capital
or business lines.

Caveats
There are caveats, of course. Atlantic

Equities analyst Chris Wheeler said a rise
in rates was only good if it was gradual
and if income from loan-books got more
of  an upward jump than payouts  to
depositors. This would tend to benefit
strong retail or corporate lenders rather
than pure investment banks. And while
trading desks may cheer volatility as it
drives volumes, parts of the fixed-income
business may be squeezed.

“Higher volatility should support high-
er sales and trading revenues and rising
bond yields are generally good for banks,
especially ones that have a low loan-to-
deposit ratio,” said Kinner Lakhani, ana-
lyst at Citi .  “But not all  banks will  be
affected in the same way...credit trading

may also be negatively  impac ted.”
Lenders themselves appear relatively
sanguine. Bank of America Chief Financial
Officer Bruce Thompson told an investor
conference that rising rates were “neutral
to actually a positive” but said that fixed-
income credit was an area that tended to
“not be as robust” in a rising rate environ-
ment.

Boring is Better
Analysis by Barclays on a sum-of-the-

parts basis, or what each bank’s business
line is worth on a standalone view, sug-
gests that the sector’s cheapness can be
justified - especially for big banks. “A lot
of (post-crisis) regulatory effort has gone
in to making bigger banks safer...The net
result is to make it harder than before for
larger banks to generate the same RoEs
(returns on equity) versus smaller, less
discomfited peers,” Barclays analysts
wrote in a note to clients on Friday.

The more boring the bank the better,
one London-based hedge-fund manager
said, singling out Lloyds, ING and KBC as
safe prospects for more shareholder pay-
outs and a more defensive business mod-
el. “Banks are turning into utilities and
that’s where they have got to go: Boring,
dull, capital return.” — Reuters 

Prospect of rate rise positive • Trade volumes picking up, litigation falling

‘Boring’ banks safe haven in scary world 
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NBK MONEY MARKET REPORT
KUWAIT: Last week, the market revolved
around the Federal Reserve rate decision, where
expectations were high around the Fed offering
a clearer path for normalizing interest rates. In a
conference after the meeting, the Federal
Reserve President Janet Yellen, failed to meet
markets expectations and offered a relatively
dovish statement instead. She signaled that
even if the first hike occurs in September, the fol-
lowing tightening path would remain gradual.
Investors interpreted the statement in a dovish
manner taking the Dollar lower across the
board. 

The statement still indicated that there was a
high possibility that the Fed would increase
rates this year as the labor market continues to
improve and inflation to tick higher. The green-
back dropped against the major currencies as a
result, however remains attractive as monetary
policy divergences continue to widen between
the Fed and other major central banks such as
the European central bank, the People Bank of
China and the Bank of Japan, which are follow-
ing an easier monetary policy.               

On the foreign exchange side, the euro trad-
ed in a volatile manner during the week as talks
between Greece and its creditors continued to
go back and forth in a deadlock. Despite the
mounting concerns, the currency managed to
close the week higher against the US dollar as
investors prompted to sell the greenback amid
a dovish FOMC statement. The single currency
opened the week at 1.1227 and reached a high
of 1.1436 after the Fed meeting. The currency
remained volatile reaching back a low of
1.1291 as Greek debt negotiations hit a dead-
end and reports showed that savers have
pulled-out around 2 billion Euros from Greek
banks. The euro closed the week at 1.1352 as a
possibility of a “Grexit” continues to weigh on
sentiments.

The sterling pound appreciated against
most of its counterparts as labor market figures
improved and wage growth exceeded expec-
tations. In parallel to positive inflation figures,
investors rushed to buy the currency. The
Pound opened the week at 1.5563 and gradu-
ally gained against the greenback as the posi-
tive data started to flow. The currency hit a
high of 1.5928, a seven month high, amid the
FOMC statement and managed to close the
week at 1.5883.

The Japanese yen also had its fair share of
volatility starting the week on a softer note
against the US dollar. The currency continued
to weaken in the build up towards the FOMC
but quickly regained its losses against the
greenback as the statement disappointed mar-
kets failing to give a clear indication on when
the first rates hike will occur. After reaching a
high of 124.43, the Japanese currency contin-
ued to appreciate against the US dollar to
reach 122.46. The pair closed the week at
122.65.

Mixed Figures from the 
Manufacturing Sector

US industrial production unexpectedly fell
in May as manufacturing and mining activity
remained weak, a sign that a strong currency
and spending cuts in the energy sector contin-
ued to constrain economic growth. 

The softness in the production side of the
economy contrasted with recent upbeat data
on retail sales, employment, consumer and
small business confidence, all pointing to a
growth pickup after a sluggish start to the sec-
ond quarter. 

Industrial output slipped 0.2 percent last
month after declining 0.5 percent in April.
Industrial production has been weak since

December, and economists had expected out-
put to rise 0.2 percent last month. 

On the other hand, manufacturing activity
in the Philadelphia-region expanded at the
fastest pace in six months in June, easing con-
cerns over the US economic outlook. In a
report, the Federal Reserve Bank of
Philadelphia said that its manufacturing index
improved to a reading of 15.2 this month from
May’s reading of 6.7. Expectations were for a
rise to 8.0 in June.

A Pick-up in the Housing Activity
US permits for home construction surged to

a near eight-year high in May, suggesting a
building up of momentum in housing and the
broader economy after a dismal performance
at the start of the year. While housing starts fell
last month, following a robust gain in April,
groundbreaking remained at levels consistent
with a strengthening housing market. 

Building permits jumped 11.8 percent to a
seasonally adjusted annual pace of 1.28 million
units, the highest since August 2007. It was the
second straight month of increase. Permits
have been above a 1 million-unit pace since
July, meanwhile, groundbreaking dropped 11.1
percent to a 1.04 million-unit rate. The drop
only partially reverses the prior month’s large
gain, which were revised upwardly from 1.14 to
1.17 million-unit rate, the highest since
November 2007.

Unemployment Claims Continue to Drop
Unemployment claims in the US fell to the a

four-week low, renewing optimism over the
health of the economy and supporting the
case for a US interest rate hike this year.  Jobless
benefits for the week ending June 13
decreased by 12,000 to 267,000 from the previ-

ous week’s total of 279,000. Expectations were
for a drop to 275,000. The four-week moving
average was 276,750, a decline of 2,000 from
the previous week’s total of 275,000. Jobless
claims have held below the 300,000-level for 15
consecutive weeks, which is usually associated
with a firming labor market. The monthly aver-
age is a more accurate measure of labor trends
because it reduces volatility in the week-to-
week data. 

Fed: 2015 Rate Hike still on Track
The Federal Reserve signaled the pickup in

the economy is keeping it on track to raise inter-
est rates this year, though subsequent increases
are likely to be more gradual than anticipated
earlier. Fed policymakers maintained the cur-
rent near-zero rates for now and said a hike
would be appropriate only after further
improvement in the labor market and greater
confidence that inflation would rise. “Economic

activity has been expanding moderately” the
Fed said in its policy statement following a two-
day meeting. “The pace of job gains picked up
while the unemployment rate remained steady.
On balance, a range of labor market indicators
suggests that underutilization of labor
resources diminished somewhat”. 

In their projections, Fed officials lowered
expectations for GDP growth in 2015 after
accounting for a weak start of the year. It was
the second time since December that the cen-
tral bank has downgraded its GDP forecast for
2015. Fifteen out of seventeen Fed policymak-
ers still indicated the first rate hike should take
place this year, without change from their previ-
ous set of predictions. Moreover, officials main-
tained their projection that the benchmark rate
would rise to 0.625 percent in 2015, while drop-
ping their forecast to 1.625 percent next year,

lower than their March median estimate of
1.875 percent. While the median forecast for
this year was unchanged, seven of seventeen
members of the committee now project either
one rate increase or none in 2015, up from just
three in March.

Europe
Greek Situation weighs on Economic

Sentiments in Germany
German economic sentiment deteriorated

to the lowest level in seven months in June,
dampening optimism over the health of the
euro zone’s largest economy. In a report, the
ZEW Centre for Economic Research said that its
index of German economic sentiment tumbled
by 10.4 points to 31.5 this month from May’s
reading of 41.9. Analysts had expected the
index to drop by 4.8 points to 37.1 in June.
Meanwhile, the index of Euro zone economic
sentiment slipped to 53.7 in June from 61.2 in
May, disappointing forecasts for a decline to
60.3. 

Deadlock in Greek Negotiations Continue -
Emergency Meeting Set

Euro zone leaders will hold an emergency
summit on Monday after a the region’s finance
ministers failed to reach an agreement on a
reform-and-aid deal with Greece last week,
making it more likely that the country will
default on its loans. 

European political leaders and economists
are now preparing for financial turmoil and
potential capital controls in Greece on the back
of reports that showed that Greek savers have
withdrew 2 billion euros out of banks over the
past three days. The large deposit outflows seen
in Greece prompted the European Central Bank
to express doubts on whether Greek banks
would open today.  The emergency summit was
called after the euro zone’s finance ministers
failed to reach a deal on reforms with Greece
when the group met on Thursday. The reforms
would allow Greece to receive a last tranche of
bailout aid worth 7.2 billion euros but sticking
points remain over pension cuts. Without the
money, Greece has said that it could not make a
1.54 billion euro debt repayment to the
International Monetary Fund on June 30.

United Kingdom
Consumer Price Index Returns to 

Positive Territory
Consumer price inflation in the UK rose

broadly in line with expectations in May, one
month after falling into negative territory for
the first time since records began. The rate of
consumer price inflation rose to a 0.1 percent
last month, from -0.1 percent in April matching
expectations. 

Similarly, core CPI, which excludes food, ener-
gy, alcohol, and tobacco costs rose at a rate of 0.9
percent last month, up from 0.8 percent in April

but below forecasts for a reading of 1.0 percent.

Britain’s Labor Market 
Continues to Improve

Britain’s unemployment rate held steady at a
six-year low in April, underlining optimism over
the strength of the labor market. The rate of
unemployment was unchanged at 5.5 percent
in the three months to April, in line with expec-
tations. 

The report also showed that the claimant
count fell by 6,500 in May, compared to expecta-
tions for a decline of 12,300 people. April’s fig-
ures were revised to show a smaller drop of
7,800 people from a previously reported decline
of 12,600. Additionally, total wages grew by 2.7
percent, the most since August 2011. Pay
excluding bonuses increased at the same pace.
An improving labor market is underpinning con-
sumer spending at a time when exporters are
continuing to struggle.

Retail Sales In line with Expectations
Retail sales in the UK rose in line with expec-

tations in May, underlining optimism over the
country’s economic outlook and supporting the
case for higher interest rates. Sales increased by
0.2 percent last month, in line with forecasts.
Retail sales in April rose by 0.9 percent, revised
lower from a previously reported gain of 1.2 per-
cent year-on-year.  Retail sales increased at an
annualized rate of 4.6 percent in May, below
expectations for a 4.8 percent gain. Core retail
sales, which exclude automobile sales, increased
by a seasonally adjusted 0.2 percent last month,
compared to forecasts for a 0.1 percent rise, after
gaining 0.8 percent in March.

Bank of England Meeting Minutes
Minutes from the Bank of England’s most

recent policy meeting released Wednesday
showed that the Monetary Policy Committee
voted unanimously to keep rates on hold and its
quantitative-easing program unchanged. 

Minutes showed that all nine members were
in favor of leaving the key interest rate at a record
low of 0.5 percent and making no changes to the
central bank’s £375 billion asset-purchase pro-
gram. According to the minutes, two members
saw the decision as “finely balanced.”

Australia
Reserve Bank of Australia Minutes

The Reserve Bank of Australia expected mon-
etary policy to remain accommodative, especial-
ly as the Australian Dollar remains stronger than
desired, according to minutes of the June 2
board meeting released last week. The RBA held
rates at a record low 2 percent at the meeting.

Japan
Bank of Japan Keeps Policy Unchanged
The Bank of Japan held policy steady as

expected on Friday in an 8 to 1 vote that saw
Takahide Kiuchi again propose cutting the pace
of government bond buying by nearly half. 

The BoJ is now buying government bonds at
a pace of •80 trillion, with Kiuchi suggesting to be
dropped to •45 trillion. The board did conclude
that the economy continues to recover moder-
ately and that private consumption has been
resilient, while exports have improved. At the
same time, the BoJ said it would revise its com-
munication efforts by releasing forecasts and risk
views from each member and an opinion sum-
mary within one week of the meeting.

Kuwait
Kuwaiti Dinar at 0.30150

The USDKWD opened at 0.30150 yesterday
morning.

Dollar weakens as Fed delivers dovish statement

KUWAIT: The Gulf is not the place to set up
your own business. At least that is what
World Bank data on self-employment indi-
cate. In spite of its long tradition of trading
and entrepreneurship, self-employment in
the region constitutes an insignificant part
of total employment: less than 3 percent of
workers worked for themselves. Most GCC
countries present similar features, with the
rate of entrepreneurship ranging between 3
percent and 4 percent of the working popu-
lation in Kuwait, Oman, Bahrain and the
UAE. Two countries occupy the extremes: on
the one hand, Qatar, where only 0.5 percent
of the workers have set up their own busi-
ness, and, on the other hand, Saudi Arabia,
where the number goes up to 8 percent,
with the caveat that the number was esti-
mated, for the last time, 23 years ago. As a
whole, entrepreneurship activity is substan-
tially below the benchmark of the OECD - a
group of countries with an income level
similar to that of the GCC - where almost 16
percent of workers are self-employed. 

Low self-employment is a problem
because it hinders economic growth.
Entrepreneurship is one the main channels
through which the production of new
knowledge gets implemented into the
economy. It increases competition and effi-
ciency. Countries with a large pool of small
enterprises are more resilient to shifts in the
economic cycle or in structural factors such
as technology. Empirical analysis shows that
higher levels of creation and destruction of
companies raise total factor productivity
and GDP growth. An OECD study found that

a ten percent change in variables like the
number of small firms, self-employed work-
ers or birth rate of companies, increases
income between 5 percent and 9 percent
and reduces unemployment by 3 percent
after four years.

There are two main factors that explain
the low self-employment level in the GCC.
The first and most important refers to the
role of the public sector in the labor market.
GCC authorities are expected to provide
nationals with safe, well-paid jobs, creating

a crowding out effect. Private sector firms
often can’t match the conditions and
salaries offered by the public sector. Taking
the risk to create a business becomes unat-
tractive when the alternative is a stable job
with a high salary and no risk. The expand-

ing public sector is the reason why self-
employment in Oman fell from 11 percent
to 4 percent of total employment between
2000 and 2010, for instance. If the statistics
from Saudi Arabia were updated, we would
probably see a similar evolution, with a sig-
nificant decrease from the 8 percent of self-
employment recorded in 1992. 

The second factor holding entrepreneur-
ship back is the complexity of the process of
setting up a business. The “Doing Business
2015” - an annual survey prepared by the
World Bank comparing the ease of doing
business across countries - ranks GCC coun-
tries, on average, in the position 112 out of
189 countries in the category of “Starting a
business”. All GCC countries are ranked
below the 100th position, with Kuwait occu-
pying the bottom of the GCC list, in the
position 150. The only exception in the
region is the UAE, which is ranked in posi-
tion 58. Setting up a business takes 12 dif-
ferent administrative procedures and 31
days in Kuwait, compared to six procedures
and six days in the UAE. According to the
World Bank, other GCC countries are closer
to Kuwait than to the UAE. 

Higher self-employment should not be a
goal on itself, but an instrument to reach a
more important objective: long term sus-
tainable growth. The measures that govern-
ments in the Gulf should take to achieve the
goal are straightforward - but difficult to
implement for social reasons. GCC countries
need to cut red tape and, most importantly,
they need to stop offering jobs to all nation-
als in the public sector.

ASIYA WEEKLY ANALYSIS

No region for entrepreneurs
Level of self-employment in GCC among lowest in world



BERLIN: Car-sharing, pioneered in Switzerland
in the 1970s, is gaining popularity across the
globe as people shy away from the cost of own-
ing and maintaining an automobile in big
cities.

And it is proving particularly successful in
Germany, where carmakers themselves are
keen to get a slice of the action.  In addition to
concerns about greenhouse gases and pollu-
tion, there are many reasons why a growing
number of urban dwellers are opting not to
buy their own car: a chronic shortage of park-
ing space, soaring insurance and upkeep costs,
and high fuel prices. Many prefer to use the
well developed and efficient public transport
systems found in Germany and other countries.

“In towns and cities, young people don’t
necessarily want to have a car,” said Stefan
Bratzel, director of the Center for Automotive
Management (CAM) in Bergisch-Gladbach.

They still want the convenience of a car,
without the financial burden of owning one.
Yet they do not want to have to use traditional
car-rental firms every time they decide to go for
a spontaneous jaunt into the countryside. For
those reasons, car-sharing - which enables rent-
ing a car even for very short periods of time, at
any hour of the day or night-appeals to such
people. 

The scheme has also become handy for
businesses which do not want to maintain a
costly fleet of company cars for their employ-
ees.

Germany leads the way 
The first car-sharing firm in Germany,

Stattauto, was set up in Berlin in 1988, starting
out with a single car. By last year, there were as
many as 140 operators in Europe’s biggest
economy, with 1.04 million registered users and
a total combined pool of 15,400 cars at their
disposal, according to figures compiled by the
car-sharing industry federation BCS.

“That represents approximately half of the
total offer in Europe,” said Franck Leveque of
British consulting firm, Frost & Sullivan.  Car
sharing has been slower to catch on in other
European countries. In Italy, there are around
250,000 customers, and in France and Britain
around 200,000 each.

Further afield, there are around 700,000

users in Japan, which started car-sharing
schemes in 2007, and 1.3 million in the United
States, according to recent data published by
the University of California in Berkeley.  Gunnar
Nehrke of BCS said that Germany stands out
because of the sheer size and extent of its net-
work. 

“In many countries, there is car-sharing in
the capital, or two or three of the biggest cities.
Here, car-sharing is available in 490 towns and
municipalities,” he told AFP. 

BCS predicts the number of users in
Germany will rise to two million in the next five
years. 

German companies active in the sector
include Cambio, Stadtmobil, Book-n-drive,
TeilAuto or CiteeCar, all of which have been
active for a long time investing not only in
major cities, but smaller towns as well. The
south-western city of Karlsruhe has the highest
density of shared cars at 2.15 cars for every
1,000 inhabitants. 

Leveque at Frost & Sullivan said that another
important factor in the success of car-sharing in
Germany was the role of the automakers them-
selves: 

BMW has its own scheme, called Drivenow,
and Daimler launched its Car2go in 2008.

Fast-growing market 
The global car-sharing market is still small.

According to consultancy firm Roland Berger, it
is projected to grow by 30 percent each year
and reach 5.6 billion euros in 2020 — a small
fraction of the vast 1.3 trillion euro market of
global auto sales last year.  But automakers see
it as a new marketing channel, a way “of letting
customers get to know the brand and possibly
buying one later,” said Bratzel at CAM.

Berlin has been dubbed by local media as
the “world capital of car-sharing.” At the end of
2014, the number of shared cars in the German
capital stood at 3,180, which is almost as many
as in all of Britain.  As many as 45 percent of
households do not own a car in Berlin, where a
young, often university-educated and relatively
well-off population sees the advantages of car-
sharing.  Transport Minister Alexander Dobrindt
recently promised to help promote “this new
form of mobility” by offering free parking to
car-sharing vehicles. — AFP
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By Fouad Charakla

We’ve seen an explosion of tablets since the form
factor was first launched a few years ago. In fact,
this month marks the fifth anniversary of the

iPad’s introduction to the market, and while a number of
vendors had attempts at making the form factor work as
far back as the 1980s, Apple’s iPad was the first tablet to
be deemed a success.

The composition of the tablet market has changed
considerably since the iPad’s launch, with the reigning
giants of Apple and Samsung coming under growing
pressure from hundreds of low-cost brands from the Far
East. So what does the year ahead hold in terms of tablet
market dynamics?

The latest figures released by IDC show that the
Middle East and Africa (MEA) tablet market recorded its
first ever year-on-year decline in Q1 2015, with shipments
to the region declining 5.8 percent to 3.83 million units.
Looking at the key market players, it is safe to say that the
dominance of the aforementioned tablet giants is slowly
fading. Indeed, the days of only seeing an Apple iPad,
which suffered a sharp decline of 43.0 percent to 430,000
units, or a Samsung tablet, which suffered a decline of 5.5
percent year-on-year to 920,000 units, in the hands of the
consumer are over, and not only because of the low-cost
Far-Eastern brands that have flooded the market over the
last couple of years.  (Removing this since most traditional
PC vendors, including Asus, HP & Dell declined significant-

ly in Q1 2015). Looking ahead, however, the market is like-
ly to see a consolidation of brands; many new players
have risen and fallen in recent years, and while plenty of
low-cost vendors are still present in the market, they’re
number is expected to reduce in the long run.

Today’s mobile device landscape is as broad as it is
diverse, with a plethora of options for the modern con-
sumer to choose from. Over the last few years, smart-
phones and tablets have been growing side by side, with
each having their own place in the consumer market.
However, changes are afoot. Indeed, the tablet market,
which has been aggressively cannibalizing the traditional
PC space for years, is now coming under growing pressure
itself from the so-called’ phablet’ phenomenon. These
devices combine the features of a phone and tablet, and
are generally larger than regular smartphone devices but
smaller than tablets. 

The year 2015 as a whole will see positive growth, with
shipments increasing 5.8 percent year-on-year to total
17.66 million units. However, this represents a stark slow-
down from the overall growth of 41.6 percent seen in
2014.The growing popularity of these all-in-one devices (if
this refers to phablets, it is better to use the term phablets
itself, as ‘all-in-one’ devices could misinterpreted as the ‘all-
in-one’ PC, which is a product within desktops), particular-
ly among consumers with lower purchasing power, is
expected to lead to a slowdown in the tablet market’s
growth in 2015. That is despite the tablet market now
being supplemented by the arrival of 2-in-1 devices

(tablets with detachable keyboards), as such devices
remain expensive and uptake is not likely to pick up fast
until prices drop.

The anticipated slowdown in the tablet market’s
growth can also be attributed to the fact that the Middle
East and Africa (MEA) region comprises of a number of
large country markets like the UAE, Saudi Arabia, and
Turkey that are reaching near saturation. Most consumers
have already made their tablet purchases in these coun-
tries, and the refresh cycles are not expected to be so fre-
quent following the boom of the low-cost devices from
the Far East. That said, the region’s tablet market is still
expected to see some growth over the next couple of
years, because MEA is also home to more than 60 coun-
tries that remain underpenetrated. As such, the consumer
segments in these markets continue to thrive despite the
fact that newer devices such as phablets are taking share
away from tablet devices. This is certainly a positive sign,

as several other regions around the world are expected to
see year-on-year declines in their consumer segments as a
result of saturation in 2015. The political turmoil that has
plagued the MEA region in recent times has not really
hurt the tablet market as much as it has the PC market
and other technology segments. In fact, in certain cases it
has probably acted as a driver leading to an increase in
device purchases in certain countries as people feel the
need to be constantly connected to social media in order
to keep themselves up to date with current affairs.

The commercial segment is also gaining traction in the
region, although the biggest growth in terms of unit ship-
ments is set to come from the education sector. Many
countries across the region have initiatives in place aimed
at enhancing the education experience of students
through the use of technology, and this includes a num-
ber of large tablet projects that are expected to be fulfilled
over the next couple of years in countries such as the UAE,
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Turkey, South Africa, and Egypt.
Among the other sectors in the commercial segment we
are also expecting to see a good uptake from the
Healthcare and Hospitality industry. Ultimately, it’s clear to
see that there are numerous factors currently shaping the
dynamics of the tablet industry. And while the MEA mar-
ket may well look a little different in a couple of years from
now, education deals and burgeoning consumer seg-
ments across the region will ensure that sales continue to
flourish .— Fouad Charakla is Research Manager for PCs,
Systems & Infrastructure Solutions.

The future of tablets in the MEA region

WASHINGTON: Apple is diving deeper into the
news business with a new application that could
make the US tech giant a key industry player.
Apple News, part of the upcoming iOS 9 operat-
ing system, aims to be the primary news source
for users of the iPhone and iPad-likely at the
expense of sources such as Facebook, Google
and news apps such as Flipboard.

In a surprising move, Apple has unveiled it
will be hiring experienced journalists to manage
its news feeds-marking a departure from the
algorithmic process used by rivals.

“Apple is eager to have news created by
human beings and not algorithms-it fits in with
the brand statement Apple has been making,”
said Judd Slivka, a professor of mobile journal-
ism at the University of Missouri. “The expecta-
tion is they will put together a smart team that
works well broadly across news and specific con-
tent areas.”

Although Apple has offered few specifics on
its plans, the company’s jobs listing page said it
is “looking for passionate, knowledgeable edi-
tors to help identify and deliver the best in
breaking national, global, and local news.”

The page said the editors should have “great
instincts for breaking news, but be equally able
to recognize original, compelling stories unlikely
to be identified by algorithms.”

This marks a distinction from rivals such as
Facebook, which is crafting formulas that aim to
deliver articles users want based on their Web
habits, demographics and interests.

Fed by robots?
Although Apple is likely to use some algo-

rithms to filter stories, the hiring of experienced
journalists is a positive step, said Dan Kennedy, a
journalism professor at Northeastern University.
“A lot of people don’t want to be fed news that a
robot has decided interests them,” Kennedy told
AFP.

“Especially if you don’t have any say how the
robot makes that decision.  The Facebook algo-
rithm is highly mysterious, and people are start-
ing to resent that.”Kennedy said it is “encourag-
ing that this is moving journalism to the center
of Apple’s universe.” But he remains cautious
about technology companies increasingly
becoming gatekeepers for news.

“I’m not crazy about the idea of shifting news
to huge corporations like Apple and Facebook
that have their own agendas,” he said. Apple says
its news app “follows over a million topics and
pulls relevant stories based on your specific
interests.”

Partner news organizations include Conde
Nast magazines, ESPN, The New York Times,
Hearst, Time Inc., CNN and Bloomberg, but
Apple will be opening to other publishers and
bloggers.

Joshua Benton of the Nieman Journalism Lab
said the app will be important because “though
the awesome power of default, Apple distribu-
tion puts it in an entirely other league. This app
will be on hundreds of millions of devices within

24 hours of its debut.”
Benton said it could help news organizations

struggling to raise ad revenues, with Apple
allowing them to keep 100 percent of money
from ads they sell and 70 percent from what
Apple’s iAd platform sells.

Following Apple playbook 
Rob Enderle, a Silicon Valley analyst at

Enderle Group, said Apple is following a formula
it has used in other areas, aiming for tight con-
trol of content to assure quality-and shutting
potential rivals out. Enderle said Apple prefers to
have its own application on its devices to give
iPhone and iPad users easy access without turn-
ing to third parties such as Google or Facebook.
He said that when rumors surfaced that Google
was interested in buying Flipboard, this spurred
Apple to act.

“They didn’t want Google to own a news
device used by so many Apple users,” Enderle
said. 

As a major media player, Apple will need to
deal with conflicts of interest such as managing
news that is unflattering to the company or
which promotes rivals, analysts say. Kennedy
said that like other media owners, Apple will
realize “that it would be a public relations fiasco
if they did try to manipulate the news in their
favor.” Enderle said Apple understands the need
to keep its hands off the editorial process. “If it’s
a core app and people don’t like it, that would
hurt the iPad,” he said. — AFP

Germany, world champion

in car-sharing

US tech giant emerging key industry player

SAN FRANCISCO: An Apple Store employee helps a customer with the new Apple Watch at the Apple Store in San Francisco, California. — AFP

With revamped app, news 

to be at core of Apple

BERLIN: CItroen C-zero electric cars parked up next to a Bentley during the launch of
a car sharing scheme in Berlin. Car-sharing, pioneered in Switzerland in the 1970s, is
gaining popularity across the globe as people shy away from the cost of owning and
maintaining an automobile in big cities. — AFP 

Kuwait Concierge chooses Tawasul Telecom to empower its business 

KUWAIT: The luxurious service platform,
Kuwait  Concierge,  one of  Peacock
Concierge  Group of  Companies
announced yesterday that it has signed an
agreement with Tawasul  Telecom, the
leading provider of  MPLS Network ing
Services (Multi-Protocol Label Switching)
in the GCC and the Middle East. By the
terms of the agreement, Tawasul Telecom
will provide Kuwait Concierge fast-grow-
ing businesses and expansion strategy
with its state-of-the-art connectivity serv-
ices and solutions perfectly designed with
reliability and convenience. 

Comment ing on the  agreement ,
Hassan Al-Suwaidi the CEO of the Group
said:  “We are pleased to have chosen to
partner with Tawasul Telecom, a very well-
renowned telecommunications pioneer in

the  region”.  He  fur ther  e laborated,
“Tawasul Telecom has a success record of
achievements in  boosting businesses
throughout the region in accordance to
their top-notch safe connectivity services
which we are confident will play a key role
in expanding and optimizing our busi-
nesses, fulfilling clients’ requirements, and
managing their needs effectively.”

From his end, Salem Almulaifi,  Chief
Marketing and Strategy Officer at Tawasul
Telecom, commented on the new agree-
ment and said: “We are pleased to be cho-
sen by Kuwait Concierge; our partnership
is yet a tangible proof of our quest to
achieve excellence.”

Almulaifi elaborated that this collabo-
rat ion also promises to create a sol id
foundat ion of  t rust  that  under l ines

Tawasul Telecom as a reliable regional
service provider and partner that sup-
ports growing businesses and their conti-
nuity.

Through thei r  ser v ices,  Kuwait
Concierge offers assistance to support
overburdened small and local businesses
looking to startup and develop their busi-
nesses and projects. Kuwait Concierge’s
agreement with Tawasul Telecom will fur-
ther allow regional businesses to focus on
their core responsibilities and priorities
with much ease, using high-quality and
dependable networking tools. 

Driven by providing premier customer
ser vice and suppor t,  Tawasul Telecom
ongoing mission is to offer a wide variety
of reliable and cost-effective business
connectivity solutions. Hassan Al-Suwaidi Salem Almulaifi



WASHINGTON: A nonpartisan government
study says repealing President Barack
Obama’s signature health care law would
modestly increase the budget deficit and
the number of uninsured Americans would
rise by more than 20 million. The report
from the Congressional Budget Office
comes ahead of a highly anticipated
Supreme Court ruling that could have a
major impact on the Affordable Care Act,
nullifying health insurance subsidies for
some 6 million people in more than 30
states. The budget analysts said that would
add a host of new uncertainties to their
estimates. Republicans now in control of
both chambers of Congress say they are
not backing away from their promise to
repeal “Obamacare.”

But repealing the law’s spending cuts
and tax increases would add $137 billion to
the federal deficit over the coming decade,
CBO said in the report issued Friday, even
though almost $1.7 trillion in coverage
costs would disappear. Repeal would
reduce deficits in the first few years but
increase them steadily as time goes on.
Repeal would up the number of uninsured
people by about 24 million people, and the
share of US adults with health insurance
would drop from roughly 90 percent now
to about 82 percent, the report said. On the
other side of the balance sheet, the report
says that completely repealing the law
would, on average, boost the economy by
0.7 percent a year after the start of the ‘20s.
That’s mostly because more people would
enter the workforce or work more hours to
make up for the lack of government health
care subsidies.

Nonpartisan budget
But the positive economic effects of

repeal would fade over time, the budget
agency said, offset by the increased budget
deficits. Repeal of the excise tax on high-
cost plans is a major reason why deficits
would increase in later years, because more
and more plans would be hit by this
“Cadillac tax.” The CBO provides lawmakers
with nonpartisan budget and economic
analysis. Republicans controlling Congress
have increasingly asked the office to incor-
porate a broader range of potential eco-
nomic consequences of major legislation
into its work, and Friday’s report is the first
major study released since GOP appointee
Keith Hall took over as CBO director. CBO
analysts always caution that their studies of
legislation can be uncertain, especially over
many years.

Previously, CBO analyses would not
have taken into account such a broad
range of economic consequences. The
agency said that using its earlier approach
would have resulted in a bigger estimated
impact on the deficit, an increase of $353
billion over the coming decade. Adding
the economic factors cuts the repeal’s
effect on the deficit by more than half over
10 years, the report says. The budget
scorekeepers also offered a cautionary
note to Congress: Obama’s law is by now
so enmeshed with the health care system
that uprooting it would create its own
issues. “Implementing a repeal of the ACA
would present major challenges,” the
report said. “In the five years since its
enactment, nearly every key provision of
the law has taken effect and has been
incorporated into final rules and other
administrative actions. Undoing the ACA
would thus be quite complicated.”

Coverage expansion
Unwinding changes to Medicare would

be particularly difficult, the CBO said. The
health care law offers subsidized private
health insurance policies to people who
don’t have access to coverage on the job,
along with an expanded version of
Medicaid geared to low-income adults, in
states that have accepted the expansion. If
the law is repealed, about 18 million fewer
people would have individual health insur-
ance policies, and about 14 million fewer
people would be covered under Medicaid,
the report said. Gains in employer cover-
age would partially offset those losses,
with 8 million more covered through job
based insurance.

About 30 million people are still unin-
sured, even after two full years of coverage
expansion under the law. The study comes
as Washington awaits the Supreme Court’s
decision on subsidies. In a twist, the budget
office suggested that if those subsidies are
curtailed, it would reduce the projected
savings from repealing the rest of the law.
That’s because the government would not
be spending money to subsidize coverage
in the affected states. Conservatives who
brought the lawsuit say the law’s literal
wording prevents the federal government
from subsidizing private health insurance
premiums in states that failed to set up
their own insurance markets. Most have
not done so, reflecting continued political
opposition to the program. The administra-
tion argues that the law intended subsidies
to be available in all states. —AFP

Study says repealing ‘Obamacare’ 
would add to budget deficit
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BERASTAGI: When Indonesian farmer Elfi Dalimunthe fled to safety last
week as a volcano hurled hot ash and rocks across the sky, it marked the
third time she was forced to abandon her home in recent years. “I heard
a loud booming sound and saw thick ash spewing out,” the 30-year-old
said, recalling the terrifying eruptions which prompted her family to
jump into a bus and onto a motorbike and rush to a temporary shelter.
They are among more than 10,000 people evacuated from their homes
this month after an increase in the activity of Mount Sinabung, on
Sumatra Island, highlighting the precarious existence for many in the
country with the largest number of volcanoes in the world.  Indonesia
sits on the Pacific Ring of Fire, a belt of seismic activity running around
the basin of the Pacific Ocean, and has around 130 active volcanoes.  But
millions of poor Indonesians live on or near the slopes of the steaming
mountains, where the volcanic soil makes for extremely fertile farmland,
and many insist on returning to their villages after even major eruptions.
Dalimunthe fled her small village, just kilometers (miles) from Sinabung,
for the first time in 2010 for a few weeks due to an eruption and was
then forced from her home in September 2013 for more than a year. Last
year while she was living in a shelter, her wooden house was crushed by
falling ash during a deadly eruption. Despite this disaster, the vegetable
farmer returned to the village with her husband and three children and
established a new home.  And even after last week’s eruption, she insists
she will return to her village and not move out immediately, citing the
fact her children are at schools in the area. “I will move when the children
are older,” she said, sitting on a thin mat in a cramped hall holding about
500 people in the town of Berastagi, where many are sheltering.

Resisting villagers 
Many do not want to evacuate at all when volcanoes erupt violently,

with officials facing resistance from villagers who are attached to their
houses and farms, and in many cases have little education.  And some
who are persuaded to leave insist on returning to their homes under the
rumbling volcano during the daytime to tend to the crops of chilli,
tomato and potato that grow in the area. Vegetable seller Syafitri Sitepu
fled from her village near Sinabung this week, but said her husband had
returned to look after their crops. “He’s our family’s breadwinner. If he did
not work, how would we be able to feed and buy milk for our baby?”
said the 30-year-old.

The increase in Sinabung’s activity has been sudden and dramatic.
Clouds of hot gas and rocks, as well as molten lava, cascaded down the
volcano’s slopes in the past week, and officials warn there is a strong
chance of more eruptions. As well as evacuating people, authorities’
immediate concern is getting hold of tents, blankets, clean water and
clothing for the thousands forced from their homes, as well as providing
counseling to those left traumatized. Even for those who have not been
evacuated from their homes, the eruptions can be highly disruptive.
Thick ash has blown over a great distance, coating crops and buildings
and forcing people to wear face masks for protection.

In addition, the economic impact of Sinabung has been devastating,
with the national disaster agency estimating it caused more than $100
million in damage over two years, in 2013 and 2014. While some return
to their villages as soon as they can, not everyone wants to go back to
an uncertain future. But sometimes there is no choice, with under-
resourced local authorities unable to provide decent, new homes.
Rosalinda, a 55-year-old who was recently evacuated and like many
Indonesians goes by one name, said that she would like her village to be
relocated but the government is yet to take any action.”We need money
to move so we have to sell our homes first,” she said, “but who wants to
buy our houses?” —AFP

KARO: Ash from Mount Sinabung volcano fills the sky over an aban-
doned church during another eruption in Indonesia’s North Sumatra
province. —AFP photos

KARO: This long exposure shows hot lava flowing from mount Sinabung.

NEW DELHI: Millions of yoga enthusiasts across
the world bent and twisted their bodies in com-
plex postures yesterday to mark International
Yoga Day. Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi
spread his mat among rows of people, including
his Cabinet members and foreign diplomats, at
New Delhi’s main thoroughfare, which was
transformed into a sprawling exercise ground.
Thousands of people dressed in white sat on yel-
low mats under the Eiffel Tower, and similar
events were held in Bangkok, Kuala Lumpur,
Seoul, Beijing, Manila and other places. Modi
had lobbied the UN to declare June 21 as the
first International Yoga Day.

“We are not only celebrating a day, but we
are training the human mind to begin a new era
of peace and harmony,” Modi told participants.
“This is a program for the benefit of mankind,
for a tension-free world and to spread the mes-
sage of harmony.” Schoolchildren, bureaucrats,
homemakers, soldiers and ordinary folk took
part in the exercise, held in all Indian state capi-
tals. In Modi’s home state of Gujarat, yoga
events were organized at nearly 30,000 places,
state officials said. In Taipei, more than 2,000
participants rolled out mats and performed 108
rounds of the “sun salutation” - the sequence of
poses often practiced at the beginning of a rou-
tine as the sun rises. “They give themselves a
piece of time to observe their mind and their
heart, which I think in the modern society we

need a lot,” said practitioner Angela Hsi.

Mental strength
Fazel Shah, an Indian pilot working for a

Middle Eastern airline, rushed from the airport on
his stopover in Taiwan to join the event. “Isn’t it
awesome? I mean, just look at the number of
people who are here, embracing it,” he said. He
said yoga was probably born in India but belongs
anywhere. “If you go up from where I am and
look from the sky down, you don’t see borders,
you don’t see religions, you don’t see nationali-
ties, you just see one group of people. So, I just
go down and meet up with them, that’s all.” In
Dubai, a 41 year-old Indian man attempted the
world’s longest headstand. Ivan Stanley, who has
lived in Dubai for 15 years, held the position for
61 minutes. He registered his attempt with
Guinness World Records, which has yet to
announce if he broke the record.

Guinness World Record
He later told reporters that he relied on his

mental strength. “Up to 45 (minutes), it started
getting physically a little challenging in my
shoulder and neck but after that it was complete-
ly mental,” he said. “The last five minutes were
really hard.” Many believe that yoga, the ancient
form of exercise, is the best way to calm the mind
and the best form of exercise for the body. 

Indian officials said more than 35,000 people

participated in the New Delhi event that was also
an attempt to set a Guinness World Record for the
largest single yoga class at a single venue.
Guinness representatives said they hired more
than 1,500 members of a global accounting firm
to count participants. India’s Defense Ministry
said that soldiers on the Siachen Glacier, the
world’s highest battleground in the Himalayas,
and naval cadets on navy ships at sea also had
participated in the Yoga Day events. Although
Modi’s message was one of peace and harmony,
many in India were concerned that the push for
yoga was an attempt by Hindu groups to give a
boost to Hinduism. Many Muslims objected to the
government’s exhortations to join the public
exercise programs. Some Muslim leaders said
yoga was a Hindu practice. 

The government quickly dropped a plan for
the “sun salutation” exercise, which Muslims
found objectionable because it implied the sun
was a deity. Also dropped was the Hindu “om”
chant. Some Christian groups were upset that
the mass yoga sessions were being held at a
time when they usually attend Sunday Mass.
Others were skeptical about the time and mon-
ey spent by the government on Yoga Day. “The
government organizes these hyped-up events,”
said Sumita Rani, a primary school teacher in
South Delhi. “Last year was the Clean India
Campaign. What came of it? This city is as filthy
as ever.” —AP

Millions of people bend and 
twist their bodies for Yoga Day

JODHPUR: Indian people take part in a mass yoga session to mark the International Yoga Day at Umaid stadium yesterday.

BANGALORE: Yoga enthusiasts perform yoga during International Day of
Yoga yesterday.

NEW DELHI: Attendees take part in a mass yoga session to mark the
International Yoga Day.

KOLKATA: Members of the National Cadet Corps (NCC) take part in a mass
yoga session to mark the International Yoga Day in the Brigade Parade
grounds in front of the Victoria Memorial (back). 

Precarious existence in 
shadow of Indonesian volcano
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PORTLAND: People with disabilities shouldn’t
be turned down for homeowners insurance just
because they have pit bulls for service dogs, a
federal court lawsuit filed in Oregon says.
Undercover testers who told an insurance com-
pany they had disabilities and used pit bulls for
“assistance animals” couldn’t get a price quote,
even for animals a doctor had approved or that
had no history of aggression, the lawsuit says.
The lawsuit knits two strands in the stories of
Americans and their animals: the long-running
scrap over pit bulls and tensions over the evolv-
ing, expanding role of service animals.

Training dogs
Pit pulls, and some other breeds, have a rep-

utation for aggressive behavior and sometimes
are prohibited or restricted - one website lists
700 cities that do. In response, some states have
pre-empted local authority to pass “breed-spe-
cific legislation.” The American Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals lists 18 states.
Even the Obama White House has weighed in,
issuing a 2013 statement saying research shows
breed-specific bans are “largely ineffective and
often a waste of public resources.”

In recent years, there has been interest in
using dogs from the breeds under the umbrella
label “pit bull” for service to disabled people,
including training dogs from rescue shelters.
Generally, insurance companies are free in most
states not to insure houses with pit bulls. Some
don’t, some will, and some charge more. Pit bull
advocates have posted lists of companies
friendly to the dogs.

Insurers are wary because damage awards
for dog attacks “can get very expensive in a hur-
ry,” said Michael Barry, a spokesman for the
industry’s Insurance Information Institute. The
lawsuit in federal court in Portland says that
when it comes to making accommodations for
people with disabilities, the federal Fair Housing
Act prohibits providers of housing or housing
services such as insurance companies from
turning down a request for homeowners insur-
ance based on the breed of a service animal.

Unsuccessful calls
Instead, they have to show that the conduct

of the specific animal is a threat to humans or
property. A homeowner can be turned down
“because Spot is a bad dog,” lawyer Dennis
Steinman said. “But it has to be based on the
particular dog.” The lawsuit says testers from the
Fair Housing Council of Oregon made four
unsuccessful calls last year to the insurance
company Travelers and to a Portland agency,
Lloyd Purdy & Co.

The agenc y referred quest ions  to
Travelers, whose representatives had no
comment. The businesses have not made a
response in court to the lawsuit, which was
filed last month. A trial has not been sched-
uled. Steinman said the tester investigation
began after  the counci l  received com-
plaints. Some, he said, arose at training ses-
sions the council conducted with landlords,
who said they had sought to make accom-

modations but were thwarted by insurance
restrictions.

Citing attorney-client privilege, Steinman
said he couldn’t say whether other compa-
nies were tested or what other action might
follow. Although service animals usually are
dogs, the Fair Housing Act doesn’t preclude
other animals, according to a 2013 explana-
tion from the US Department of Housing
and Urban Development that Steinman cit-
ed.

A notable case
That’s in contrast to the 1990 Americans with

Disabilities Act, which covers government build-
ings and public accommodations such as stores
and restaurants. For years after the ADA passed,
there were news accounts of exotic animals such
as rats or kangaroos that their owners considered
service, comfort or emotional support animals. A
notable case from Washington state involved a
man who wore a boa constrictor about his neck,

saying it alerted him to oncoming grand mal
seizures. In 2011, the US Justice Department
sharply restricted the use of service animals
under the ADA: dogs only, and only those trained
for specific tasks, such as pushing a wheelchair or
alerting a person to the presence of allergens. In
some cases, miniature horses could also be serv-
ice animals, the Justice Department said. A third
law, the Air Carrier Access Act, spells out rules for
the animals that passengers bring aboard air-
planes. —AP

Suit asks insurance for disabled 

homeowners with pit bulls

NEW YORK: Zen, the pit bull assistance dog of former US Marine Joe Bonfiglio, with
Bonfiglio on the campus of Mercy College. —AP

GABON: People visiting the Societe Nationale des Bois du Gabon (National
Wood Company of Gabon) (SNBG) in Owendo, port of Libreville. —AFP

BITAM: “Nobody should sell this wood. It pro-
tects the forest. But those who sell it will be
hunted by the spirits of the forest,” warns
Daniel Messa-Abaga, a guardian of Gabon’s
Kevazingo trees.  The elderly man, born
around 1930, sits on his porch at
Bendoussang in the north of the densely
forested equatorial country, troubled when
fellow villagers sell the hardwood-sometimes
from trees five centuries old-to sawmills and
collectors.  Better known in the West as
Bubinga, Kevazingo is much sought after in
Gabon and Cameroon, but unlike the equally
prized and abundant Okoume, it is rare and
trees take many years to mature. They can
grow more than 40 meters (130 feet) tall, with
a trunk diameter the size of a man.  

Timber from Kevazingo trees is highly val-
ued in Asia. The Japanese and Chinese use it
to make chic tables and chairs, as well as
wooden bells, panels and specialty guitars,
which count among export products. The
wood is hard, heavy and dense. It ranges in
colour from a pinkish red through ruddy
brown with streaks of black or purple. One
connoisseur said that “Keva” is especially
appreciated for the lovely designs in the
grain. Compared with other tropical hard-
woods, Kevazingo comes at an astronomical
price. Cut into a single piece with sufficient
girth, a single cubic metre  (35 cubic feet) can
fetch between one and two million CFA
francs (1,500-3,000 euros, $1,700-3,400) in the
capital Libreville, a source close to the trade
says. But on average, a cubic metre sells for
300 to 600 euros.

“The leading buyers here in Bitam are
Chinese. ‘Keva’ sells according to its diameter.
The price can reach 200,000 CFA francs (300
euros) here if the diameter is large,” says
Jimmy Amnvene Nkounou, owner of a com-
pany in the town named “Respect du bois”
(Respect For Wood).  The business is totally
above board, Nkounou adds. “I acquire
Kevazingo with my permit and I do so in legal
fashion in the areas where I’m authorised to
operate.” He points out, however, that there
can be “disputes between villages.
Sometimes there are people who don’t want
any logging.”

‘Substantial trafficking’
Some trees are more than 500 years old,

according to Nkounou. To chop down the
biggest ones, the area around each tree must
first be deforested, then a ramp is dug into
the soil to hold the trunk when it falls. The
extremely heavy wood can then be loaded
on to a lorry. High demand for Kevazingo
wood has caused the rate of illegal logging to
rocket upwards, according to the non-gov-
ernmental organization Conservation,

Justice, Environment, which fears the conse-
quences. “We have seen that there is substan-
tial trafficking,” says the NGO’s legal advisor
Wilde Rosny Ngalekassaga.  Gabon banned
exports of untreated lumber in 2010. Every
tree chopped down should be locally
processed at least once before being shipped
abroad. When it comes to Kevazingo, these
provisions are not always respected, accord-
ing to an expert who asked not to be named.

“Today, villagers canvas for the sawmills
and the chain is quite organized. At the rate
we’re going, there’s a major risk that
Kevazingo will disappear in the next eight to
10 years,” Ngalekassaga says. “It really is a wild
hunt. Tracks, roads are specially opened to
bring down Kevazingo,” he adds, pointing out
that “pretty rich pickings get away from the 

Gabonese state”. Ngalekassaga acknowl-
edges that Kevazingo does not feature on the
official list of five threatened hardwood
species. “Cutting down the Kevazingo tree is
not banned, but loggers must declare when
they do so. They must respect the permitted
diameter. This is not always the case,” he
explains.

‘They thank the tree’ 
The ministry of water and forests says

that its personnel are doing all they can to
stop smuggling. “In every country in the
world where forests are exploited, there is
illegal logging,” says Landry Nkeyi, provincial
director of the town of Oyem, an administra-
tive hub. “When it comes to Kevazingo, yes,
illegal logging takes place, but our adminis-
tration moves heaven and earth to decrease
the amount of chopping down in our
forests. We deploy each day to cut back the
exploitation, which grows ever bigger,” he
adds.

“The more we think (how to catch them),
the more the thieves think to get around
the problem. We cooperate with NGOs and
locally elected officials who help us to track
down the illegal loggers,” Nkeyi says.
“Billions of CFA francs,” or millions of euros,
change hands every year in the illegal log-
ging business, according to an anonymous
source familiar with the trade. Near Oyem, a
forest warden, inclines himself respectfully
before a Kevazingo tree. The remains of a
ritual ceremony lie between its roots, with
two poles placed across the trunk. “People
come to take bark. Some pieces have thera-
peutic virtues,” he says. “Then they thank
the tree with ceremonies like this.” For elder-
ly Messa-Abaga, “the generation to come
after us will have difficulty understanding
that this wood is important, because it
might have disappeared by then. We need
to preserve it.” —AFP

A contentious quest for 

Kevazingo, Gabon’s sacred tree

‘They thank the tree with ceremonies’

HONOLULU: Hawaii’s governor
has signed a bill to make his state
the first to raise the legal smoking
age to 21. The measure aims to
prevent adolescents from smok-
ing, buying or possessing both tra-
ditional and electronic cigarettes.
Gov David Ige signed it into law
Friday. Dozens of local govern-
ments have similar bans, including
Hawaii County and New York City.

“Raising the minimum age as
part of our comprehensive tobac-
co control efforts will help reduce
tobacco use among our youth and
increase the likelihood that our
keiki will grow up tobacco-free,”

said Ige, using the Hawaiian word
for children. In Hawaii, 86 percent
of adult smokers began smoking
before age 21, according to the
governor’s office.

“I think it ’s going to have a
tremendous impact,” said Jessica
Yamauchi, executive director of
the Coalition for a Tobacco-Free
Hawaii.  “By really limiting the
access it will really help to curb the
prevalence.”

But opponents say it’s unfair
that a veteran returning from mili-
tary service who risked his or her
life serving the country could be
prevented from lighting up. “I can’t

stand cigarette smoking. It’s dis-
gusting,” said Democratic Rep.
Angus McKelvey, who voted
against the bill. “But to tell some-
body you can go and fight for your
country and get killed but you
can’t have a cigarette, that’s the
thing. You can enter a contract.
You’re an emancipated adult in
the eyes of the Constitution but
you can’t have a cigarette any-
more.”

Those caught breaking the rules
would be fined $10 for the first
offense, and later violations would
lead to a $50 fine or mandatory
community service. The bill goes

into effect on the first day of 2016.
Until then, the state Department of
Health will reach out to retailers
and post signs to educate the pub-
lic about the law. According to the
state Department of Heath, 5,600
kids in Hawaii try smoking every
year. Meanwhile, 1,400 people die
from tobacco use or exposure in
Hawaii every year, according to the
Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids.
Ige signed another anti-smoking
measure Friday to make Hawaii’s
state parks and beaches smoke-
free. “This allows us to put one
more impediment to people smok-
ing too much,” Ige said. —AP

Hawaii governor signs first

of-kind state smoking age bill
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Ramadan Fasting Challenge

Non-Muslims are invited to fast for one day —
Friday June 26 — and experience the spirit of
Ramadan firsthand.  Upon registration, guests

will get valuable tips and incentives to fast.  They will
have a chance to share their experience as they wait
to break fast over a buffet dinner.  Participants who
complete the challenge will get a certificate of
achievement.  Deadline to register:  June 23.  Contact
TIES Center to register:  25231015 or info@tiescen-
ter.net.

Quran Memorization
Recite, memorize and understand short chapters

of the Quran.  This class will meet twice a week when
students will learn the chapters with tajweed.
Students are encouraged to participate in an optional
Quran competition which requires memorization of
the chapters reviewed.  Sundays and Thursdays until
July 12 from 12-2 pm.  Contact TIES Center for more
information:  25231015 or info@tiescenter.net.

Turkish visa 

announcement

Thanks to our strong and deep rooted friendly and
brotherly relations between Turkey and Kuwait,
each year more and more Kuwaiti guests have been

visiting Turkey.
Turkey attaches high importance and takes all relevant

measures to ensure its most welcomed Kuwaiti guests are
enjoying their travel to Istanbul which is one of the most
well known and a favorite holiday destination in the
world. However, visa procedures may take more time
than expected at the Istanbul Ataturk Airport due to the
high season and large numbers of tourist corning from
various parts of the world.

Turkish authorities spend maximum efforts in a way to
make all procedures easier for visitors.

In this context, the Embassy kindly suggests our
Kuwaiti guests to obtain their visas online from
https://www.evisa.gov.tr/en/ prior to going to Turkey.
Getting e-visa before the flight will help our Kuwaiti pests
to shorten their waiting time at the airport. E-visa can be
printed from the link just after the application.

Issuing of a stamp visa at airport will also be in prac-
tice for a while. Both stamp visa and e-visa is absolutely
free for Kuwaitis.

Canadian embassy

Ramadan hours

The Working hours at the Embassy of Canada during
the holy month of Ramadan will be from 08:30 to
14:30, Sunday to Thursday. Consular Services for

Canadian Citizens are provided from 09:00 until 12:00,
Sunday through Wednesday. 

Bangladesh Embassy

Ramadan hours

The Embassy of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh in
Kuwait will follow the following office hours during
the Holy Month of Ramadan. Sunday to Thursday: 9

am - 3 pm. Friday and Saturday: Weekly holidays.

Interior Minister

receives well-wishers

First Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Interior Sheikh
Mohammad Al-Khaled Al-Hamad

Al-Sabah receives will-wishers on the
advent of the holy month of Ramadan
tomorrow after Ishaa (evening) prayer at
his diwan in Qortuba. The reception will
be open until 10:30 pm.

Technical seminar was organized by Bangladesh Diploma
Engineer’s Society in Kuwait (BADESIK) on 12 June 2015
at Hi-Dine Seminar Hall in Abbasiya, Kuwait. The seminar

consisted of activities aimed at encouraging BADESIK mem-
bers to updating with information and shearing experiences.
Several members participated in the discussions. The main

topics were transformation of construction specification CSJ
master format, excavation shoring, electrical and industry
automation field, electrical feeder protection and survey tech-
niques.

Shamsul Hoque Badol, Susanto Kumar, Humayoun Reza
Towhed, Hazrat Ali and S Haque were among the participants

in the seminar. An open discussion was also held before end-
ing the program. Key speakers include: Idris Ali, Kazi Monzurul
Alam, Shah Alam, Shohel Rana, Iftakharul Hamid,
Shamsuzzaman, Mohammed Hossain, Alamgir Hossain and
others. The event was a great success with the active participa-
tion of all BADESIK members.

Armenian Bishop sends

Ramadan greetings

The Armenian Bishop of Kuwait
Masis Zobouyan extends his con-
gratulations to His Highness the

Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah, His Highness the Crown Prince
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah, National Assembly Speaker
Marzouq Ali Al-Ghanem and the Kuwaiti
people on the occasion of the holy
month of Ramadan.

BADESIK organizes technical seminar

Kuwait Tamilosai Poets Association recently celebrated the
World Environment’s Day in its 110th monthly meeting at
Janab Qaede-Millat Muhammad Ismail Shaheb Hall,

Mangaf, Kuwait. Tamilosai President Dr K Kumar presided over the
function with Mannai Raja, the Depurty Treasurer of Tamilosai as
front stager. The meeting commenced with the recitation of Tamil
anthem followed by welcome address delivered by Dr K. Kumar.
Mrs. Joyce Peter, the mother of Poetess Rani Mohan graced the
occasion as chief guest. Tamilosai Poets presented their mind pro-
voking poems; Wonderful songs sung by the Tamilosai singers Smt
RaniMohan, Messrs. Kalifullah,Samsudeen, Ganesh, Jayaseelan and

they enthralled the audience by their sweet melodies. Legendary
Tamil scholars were remembered by the Tamilosai orators in their
speech especially by Smt. Vijapriya Ramanan, Dr Anwar Batcha,
Poet Samsudeen, Hasan Mohamad, Ganagai Gopal, Portselvan,
Arivazhagan and lnagai Ganesh.

As a special event, a Seminar on the topic ‘Save our environ-
ment and secure our future’ was conducted. The Editor of Kuwait
‘Tamil Naesan’ Amanullah was heading the Session. Poet Sadhiq
Batcha has eminently presented his view on the topic titled ‘Trees
are the real gift of nature to the humanity.’ Eng Meenakshi
Sundaram has given a scintillating speech on the topic ‘Soil health

is the sustainable wealth.’ Poet Kavisaesekar emphasized the need
of clean air by presenting his view on the topic “All things are fair
but not the pollution in Air”. In his dazzling speech, Poet
Nammapattu Manikkam accentuated the need of water conserva-
tion by presenting a topic “Water is the most precious element in
the World”. The debate pulled roaring of applause from audience.
The meeting was ably arranged by Tamilosai General Sectretary
Janab. Vittukatti Mastan, Vice President Kalifullah, Ashok Kumar
and team. The program concluded at 3:00 pm with a delicious
feast offered by Eng Prushothaman and Poet Nammapattu
Manikkam.

Tamilosai poets association celebrates environment day

Orthodox 

Vacation Bible 

School inaugurated

The Orthodox Vacation Bible School (OVBS) a
unit of St Stephen’s Indian Orthodox Church,
Kuwait was inaugurated by Rev Fr Blessan

Varghese. Parish vicar Rev Fr Saju Philip presided
over the meeting and the vicar of knanaya church
Rev Fr Kochumon Thomas spoke on the main theme
of this year’s OVBS. Secretary Binu Thomas and
Sunday school secretary Robin Abraham felicitated
the OVBS. Reji T Achenkunju proposed the vote of
thanks. OVBS is being held at St John’s Marthomma
Hall until 26 June 2015 from 4:30 pm till 7:30 pm.

The theme of ‘One world, one Environment’ was upheld by India International School as a part of celebrating World Environment Day. A sapling was implanted by the Director
Malayil Moosa Koya, which was witnessed by the Principal F M Basheer Ahmed, Vice Principals and the teachers. It was further flowered by the Fancy Dress Competition conducted
by the primary class, drawing and painting competitions and the promotion to conserve water. All the staff of IISM and students supported this initiative of protecting the environ-

ment. The students were urged to serve as eco-warriors and ambassadors of environmental awareness. Every year such programs give us an opportunity to share our ideas for making
our world a better place to live.

India International School treads to save environment
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The International Women Group concluded its cultural season with the International Day, an activity in which every member dresses in her country’s traditional costume and presents a dish from her country’s
national cuisine. —Photos by Joseph Shagra



00:40 Bargain Hunt
01:30 Bargain Hunt
02:20 Extreme Makeover: Home
Edition Specials
03:40 Come Dine With Me
04:05 Come Dine With Me
04:35 Come Dine With Me
05:00 Come Dine With Me
05:25 Come Dine With Me
05:50 New Scandinavian Cooking
06:15 Antiques Roadshow
07:15 Come Dine With Me: South
Africa
08:10 Nigel Slater’s Simple
Cooking
08:40 Bargain Hunt
09:30 Come Dine With Me
09:55 Come Dine With Me
10:25 Antiques Roadshow
11:15 Come Dine With Me
11:45 Antiques Roadshow
12:35 Come Dine With Me
13:05 Come Dine With Me
13:50 Come Dine With Me
14:20 Masterchef: The
Professionals
15:10 Come Dine With Me
16:00 Masterchef: The
Professionals
16:55 Come Dine With Me
17:20 Antiques Roadshow
18:15 Antiques Roadshow
19:10 New Scandinavian Cooking
19:35 Come Dine With Me
20:25 Masterchef: The
Professionals
21:15 Antiques Roadshow
22:10 Come Dine With Me
22:35 Lorraine’s Fast, Fresh And
Easy Food
23:00 Antiques Roadshow
23:55 New Scandinavian Cooking

T V  PR O G R A M S
MONDAY, JUNE 22, 2015

00:45 The Pool Master
01:35 The Pool Master
02:25 The Pool Master
03:15 The Pool Master
04:05 The Pool Master
05:00 World’s Worst...
06:00 Railroad Alaska
06:50 Overhaulin’ 2012
07:40 Fast N’ Loud
08:30 Storage Hunters
08:55 Extreme Collectors
09:20 Auction Kings
09:45 How It’s Made
10:10 How Do They Do It?
10:35 Fast N’ Loud
11:25 Misfit Garage
12:15 Fat N’ Furious: Rolling
Thunder
13:05 Storage Hunters
13:30 Extreme Collectors
13:55 Auction Kings
14:20 Railroad Alaska
15:10 Overhaulin’ 2012
16:00 Fast N’ Loud
16:50 How It’s Made
17:15 How Do They Do It?
17:40 Survive That!
18:30 Gold Rush
19:20 Gold Rush - Season 5
Specials
20:10 Extreme Collectors
20:35 Auction Kings
21:00 Ice Cold Gold
21:50 Ice Cold Gold
22:40 Yukon Men
23:30 World’s Scariest

THE NUMBERS STATION ON OSN MOVIES ACTION HD

00:00 Violetta
00:50 Sabrina: Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
01:15 Sabrina: Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
01:40 Wolfblood
02:05 Wolfblood
02:30 Violetta
03:20 Sabrina: Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
03:45 Sabrina: Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
04:10 Wolfblood
04:35 Wolfblood
05:00 Violetta
05:50 Mouk
06:00 Lolirock
06:25 Hank Zipzer
06:50 Girl Meets World
07:15 H2O: Just Add Water
07:40 Jessie
08:05 Wizards Of Waverly Place
08:30 Wizards Of Waverly Place
08:55 Sabrina: Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
09:20 Sabrina: Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
09:45 Austin & Ally
10:10 Austin & Ally
10:35 Wizards Of Waverly Place
11:00 Wizards Of Waverly Place
11:25 Jessie
11:50 Jessie
12:15 Sabrina: Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
12:40 Sabrina: Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
13:05 Good Luck Charlie
13:30 Good Luck Charlie
13:55 Dog With A Blog
14:20 H2O: Just Add Water
14:55 Lolirock
15:20 Liv And Maddie
15:45 Girl Meets World
16:10 Jessie
16:35 Austin & Ally
17:00 Jessie’s Big Break
17:50 Jessie
18:40 Gravity Falls
19:05 H2O: Just Add Water
19:30 Lolirock
19:55 Hank Zipzer
20:20 Binny And The Ghost
20:45 H2O: Just Add Water
21:10 Good Luck Charlie
21:35 Wizards Of Waverly Place
22:00 Wizards Of Waverly Place
22:25 Sabrina: Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
22:50 Sabrina: Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
23:10 Wolfblood
23:35 Wolfblood

13:05 Eric And Jessie: Game On
13:35 Eric And Jessie: Game On
14:05 Extreme Close-Up
14:30 Style Star
15:00 Kourtney And Khloe Take
The Hamptons
16:00 Kourtney And Khloe Take
The Hamptons
17:00 Christina Milian Turned Up
18:00 E! News
19:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
20:00 House Of DVF
21:00 Fashion Bloggers
21:30 Fashion Bloggers
22:00 New Money
22:30 New Money
23:00 E!ES

THE RECRUIT ON OSN MOVIES ACTION HD

00:00 The Soup
00:30 The Grace Helbig Show
00:55 Fashion Bloggers
01:25 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
02:20 E! News
03:15 The Drama Queen
04:10 E!ES
05:05 THS
06:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
06:55 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
07:50 Style Star
08:20 E! News
09:15 Giuliana & Bill
10:15 Giuliana & Bill
11:10 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
11:35 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
12:05 E! News

00:30 The Doctor Blake Mysteries
01:30 Tales From Northumberland
With Robson Green
02:00 Emmerdale
02:25 Emmerdale
02:55 Coronation Street
03:25 Who’s Doing The Dishes
04:20 The Chase
05:15 Get Your Act Together
06:10 Tricked
07:05 Coronation Street
07:30 Who’s Doing The Dishes
08:25 The Chase
09:20 The Chase
10:15 Tales From Northumberland
With Robson Green
10:40 The Jonathan Ross Show
11:35 Tricked
12:30 Get Your Act Together
13:25 Emmerdale
13:50 Tales From Northumberland
With Robson Green
14:15 Coronation Street
14:40 The Jonathan Ross Show
15:35 Peter Andre’s 60 Minute
Makeover
16:30 Black Work
17:25 Cilla
18:20 Big Star’s Little Star
19:10 Coronation Street
19:35 Peter Andre’s 60 Minute
Makeover
20:30 Black Work
21:25 Cilla
22:20 Coronation Street
22:50 Emmerdale
23:15 Big Star’s Little Star

00:20 Is Your Dog A Genius?
01:10 Ultimate Animals
02:00 Dino Death Trap
02:50 The Living Edens
03:45 Ultimate Animals
04:40 Africa’s Deadliest
05:35 Dino Death Trap
06:30 The Living Edens
07:25 Ultimate Animals
08:20 Prehistoric Predators
09:15 Built For The Kill 
10:10 Hyena Queen
11:05 Animals Gone Wild
12:00 Shark Men
12:55 World’s Deadliest
13:50 World’s Deadliest Animals
14:45 Ultimate Animals
15:40 Prehistoric Predators
16:35 Squid vs. Whale
17:30 Predator Battleground
18:25 Animals Gone Wild
19:20 Ultimate Animals
20:10 Prehistoric Predators
21:00 Squid vs. Whale
21:50 Predator Battleground
22:40 Animals Gone Wild
23:30 Shark Men

00:00 The Goldbergs
00:30 The Daily Show With Jon
Stewart
01:00 The Nightly Show With Larry
Wilmore
01:30 Saturday Night Live
02:30 The Simpsons
03:30 Mulaney
04:30 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
05:30 The Daily Show With Jon
Stewart
07:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers
08:30 The Daily Show With Jon
Stewart
09:30 Brooklyn Nine-Nine
10:00 Cougar Town
11:00 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
13:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers
14:00 Mulaney
14:30 Brooklyn Nine-Nine
15:00 Cougar Town
15:30 The Daily Show With Jon
Stewart
17:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers
18:00 Men At Work
18:30 Mulaney
19:00 About A Boy
19:30 Cougar Town
20:00 Community
20:30 The Goldbergs
21:00 The Daily Show With Jon
Stewart

21:30 Last Week Tonight With John
Oliver
22:05 Veep
22:30 Black-Ish
23:00 The Simpsons
23:30 Community

00:00 Top Gear (US)
01:00 Tyrant
02:00 Olive Kitteridge
03:00 The Night Shift
04:00 Scandal
05:00 The Blacklist
06:00 Top Gear (US)
07:00 Survivor: Worlds Apart
09:00 The Blacklist
10:00 Scandal
12:00 Emmerdale
12:30 Coronation Street
13:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
15:00 Top Gear (US)
16:00 Emmerdale
16:30 Coronation Street
17:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
19:00 The Blacklist
20:00 Scandal
21:00 Graceland
22:00 True Detective
23:00 The Night Shift

02:00 Good Morning America
03:00 House Of Cards
06:00 Good Morning America
07:00 Emmerdale
07:30 Coronation Street
09:00 Parenthood
10:00 Emmerdale
10:30 Coronation Street
12:00 Perception
13:00 Resurrection
14:00 Live Good Morning America
16:00 Parenthood
17:00 Perception
18:00 Resurrection
21:00 Resurrection
22:00 House Of Cards
23:00 American Idol

Cartoon Network
03:15 Ninjago: Masters Of
Spinjitzu
03:35 Ninjago: Masters Of
Spinjitzu
04:00 Teen Titans Go!

04:45 Grojband
05:05 Total Drama World Tour
05:30 Adventure Time
06:00 Uncle Grandpa
06:11 Uncle Grandpa
06:20 Clarence
06:32 Clarence
06:45 The Amazing World Of
Gumball
07:10 Steven Universe
07:23 Steven Universe
07:35 Adventure Time New
07:47 Adventure Time
08:00 Ben 10: Omniverse
08:25 Ben 10: Omniverse
08:50 Ninjago: Masters Of
Spinjitzu
09:15 Regular Show
09:27 Regular Show
09:40 The Amazing World Of
Gumball
10:05 Uncle Grandpa
10:17 Uncle Grandpa
10:30 Johnny Test
11:20 Total Drama: Revenge Of
The Island
11:45 Total Drama: Revenge Of
The Island
12:10 Steven Universe
12:35 Regular Show
13:25 Clarence
13:50 Uncle Grandpa
14:15 Matt Hatter Chronicles
14:40 Ben 10
15:05 Ben 10
15:30 Ninjago: Masters Of
Spinjitzu
15:55 Total Drama: Pahkitew
Island
16:20 Steven Universe

03:00 True Crime With
Aphrodite Jones
03:45 Dr G: Medical Examiner
04:30 Who On Earth Did I
Marry?
04:55 Who On Earth Did I
Marry?
05:20 The Will: Family Secrets
Revealed
06:10 The Will
07:00 Nightmare Next Door
07:50 Fatal Encounters

08:40 I Almost Got Away With It
09:30 I Was Murdered
09:55 Stalked: Someone’s
Watching
10:20 Forensic Detectives
11:10 On The Case With Paula
Zahn
12:00 Blood Relatives
12:50 True Crime With
Aphrodite Jones
13:40 Who On Earth Did I
Marry?
14:05 Who On Earth Did I
Marry?
14:30 On The Case With Paula
Zahn
15:20 I Was Murdered
15:45 Stalked: Someone’s
Watching
16:10 Fatal Encounters
17:00 Blood Relatives
17:50 I Almost Got Away With It
18:40 Forensic Detectives
19:30 True Crime With
Aphrodite Jones
20:20 The Will
21:10 Who On Earth Did I
Marry?
21:35 Who On Earth Did I
Marry?
22:00 Swamp Murders
22:50 Dr G: Medical Examiner
23:40 Fatal Encounters
00:30 Deadly Sins

03:10 Henry Hugglemonster
03:20 Calimero
03:35 Zou
03:45 Loopdidoo
04:00 Art Attack
04:25 Henry Hugglemonster
04:35 Calimero
04:50 Zou
05:00 Loopdidoo
05:15 Art Attack
05:35 Henry Hugglemonster
05:50 Calimero
06:00 Zou
06:15 Loopdidoo
06:25 Limon And Oli
06:35 Art Attack
07:00 Calimero
07:10 Zou
07:25 Nina Needs To Go
07:30 Jake And The Neverland
Pirates
07:55 Sofia The First
08:20 Doc McStuffins
08:45 Loopdidoo
09:00 Limon And Oli
09:10 Sheriff Callie’s Wild West
09:35 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
10:00 Sofia The First
10:25 Jake’s Buccaneer Blast
10:30 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
10:55 Runaway Shuffle/Surfin’
The Whirlpool
11:25 Doc McStuffins
11:50 Henry Hugglemonster
12:05 Henry Hugglemonster
12:15 Sofia The First
12:40 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
13:05 Sheriff Callie’s Wild West
13:30 Loopdidoo
13:45 Limon And Oli
13:55 Jake’s Buccaneer Blast
14:00 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
14:25 Doc McStuffins
14:50 Runaway Shuffle/Surfin’
The Whirlpool
15:15 Sofia The First
15:40 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
16:10 Lilo & Stitch

00:00 Beast Of The Bering Sea
02:00 The Wicked Within
04:00 Stash House
06:00 The Numbers Station
08:00 The Sanctuary
10:00 The Numbers Station
12:00 Befriend And Betray
14:00 Double Take
16:00 The Sanctuary
18:00 500 mph Storm
20:00 Befriend And Betray
22:00 The Recruit

00:00 The Wicked Within-PG15
02:00 Stash House-PG15
04:00 The Numbers Station-PG15
06:00 The Sanctuary-PG15
08:00 The Numbers Station-PG15
10:00 Befriend And Betray-PG15
12:00 Double Take-PG15
14:00 The Sanctuary-PG15
16:00 500 mph Storm-PG15
18:00 Befriend And Betray-PG15
20:00 The Recruit-PG15
22:00 Enemies Closer-PG15

00:00 The Life Aquatic With Steve
Zissou
02:00 Grown Ups 2
04:00 Peeples
06:00 Titeuf, Le Film
08:00 She-Devil
10:00 The Life Aquatic With Steve
Zissou
12:00 Wallace & Gromit: The Curse
Of The Were-Rabbit
14:00 So Undercover
16:00 She-Devil
18:00 Life
20:00 The Benchwarmers
22:00 Mental

01:00 Cuban Fury-PG15
02:45 Marvel’s The Invincible Iron
Man-PG
04:15 The Hobbit: The Desolation
Of Smaug-PG
07:15 Percy Jackson: Sea Of
Monsters-PG
09:00 Good Deeds-PG15
11:00 Quartet-PG15
13:00 Grace Of Monaco-PG15
15:00 Epic-PG
17:00 Good Deeds-PG15
19:00 At Middleton-PG15
21:00 Endless Love-PG15
23:00 Snowpiercer-PG15

01:00 Hammer Boy
02:45 Pacific Pirates
04:30 Krazzy Planet
06:00 Dinosaur Island
08:00 Space Dogs
10:00 Otto Is A Rhino
11:30 Shark Bait
13:00 Pacific Pirates
14:30 Hatching
16:00 Ghatothkach - Master Of
Magic
18:00 Justin And The Knights Of
The Valour
20:00 Earth To Echo
22:00 Hatching
23:30 Ghatothkach - Master Of
Magic

00:00 Breakout-PG15
01:45 Heaven Is For Real-PG
03:30 The Hunger Games:
Catching Fire-PG15
06:00 2 Fast 2 Furious-PG15
08:00 The Pretty One-PG15
10:00 Marvel’s Ultimate Avengers I
11:30 The Hunger Games:
Catching Fire-PG15
14:00 Labor Day-PG15
16:00 The Pretty One-PG15
18:00 I, Frankenstein-PG15
20:00 Absolute Killers-PG15
22:00 Welcome To The Punch

07:00 Golfing World
08:00 Super Rugby Highlights
10:00 NRL Premiership
12:00 Live NRL Premiership
14:00 Super Rugby Highlights
15:00 AFL Premiership
20:00 AFL Premiership Highlights 
21:00 NRL Premiership
23:00 AFL Premiership Highlights 

00:30 Bellator MMA 138
08:00 U.S Open 2015
15:00 Golfing World
16:00 V8 Supercars Highlights
19:00 WWE Experience
20:00 WWE Afterburn
21:00 WWE This Week
21:30 Golfing World

Something New
08:55 Say Yes To The Dress
09:20 Say Yes To The Dress
09:45 Cake Boss
10:10 Little People, Big World
10:35 Toddlers & Tiaras
11:25 The Next Great Baker
12:40 Bakery Boss
13:30 19 Kids And Counting
13:55 19 Kids And Counting
14:20 Sister Wives
15:10 Cake Boss
15:35 Little People, Big World
16:00 Toddlers & Tiaras
16:50 Say Yes To The Dress
17:15 Something Borrowed,
Something New
17:40 18 Kids And Counting
18:05 Extreme Couponing
18:30 Secret Eaters
19:20 Love, Lust Or Run
19:45 Love, Lust Or Run
20:10 Bakery Boss
21:00 Return To Amish
21:50 Pawn Queens
22:15 Pawn Queens
22:40 Extreme Cheapskates
23:05 Mob Wives
23:55 Return To Amish

00:45 Love, Lust Or Run
01:10 Love, Lust Or Run
01:35 Extreme Cheapskates
02:00 Mob Wives
02:50 Say Yes To The Dress
03:15 Something Borrowed,
Something New
03:40 Secret Eaters
04:30 Cake Boss
05:00 Little People, Big World
05:30 Extreme Couponing
06:00 18 Kids And Counting
06:25 Bakery Boss
07:15 Say Yes To The Dress
07:40 Something Borrowed,
Something New
08:05 Something Borrowed,
Something New
08:30 Something Borrowed,

01:00 Dawn Rider-PG15
03:00 I, Anna-PG15
05:00 Hours-PG15
07:00 Blancanieves-PG15
09:00 Shadow Witness-PG15
11:00 Hours-PG15
13:00 There Be Dragons-PG15
15:00 Chalet Girl-PG15
17:00 Shadow Witness-PG15
19:00 The Railway Man-PG15
21:00 How I Live Now-PG15
23:00 I Will Follow You Into The
Dark-PG15

02:30 2nd ODI H/L : BAN v IND
17:00 Natwest T20 Blast H/L:
Derbys v Lancs
18:00 ICC Cricket 360, Episode 24
18:30 1st ODI H/L : ENG v NZ
19:30 2nd ODI H/L : ENG v NZ
20:30 3rd ODI H/L : ENG v NZ

16:33 Steven Universe
16:45 Teen Titans Go!
17:10 The Amazing World Of
Gumball
17:35 Clarence
17:47 Clarence
18:00 Adventure Time New
18:10 Adventure Time
18:25 Adventure Time
18:50 Regular Show
19:40 Uncle Grandpa
19:52 Uncle Grandpa
20:05 Teen Titans Go!
20:55 Ben 10: Omniverse
21:20 Ben 10: Omniverse
21:45 Johnny Test
23:10 Regular Show
23:55 Teen Titans Go!
00:40 Grojband
01:00 Grojband
01:25 Total Drama World Tour
01:45 Regular Show
02:30 Johnny Test

00:00 The Factory
02:00 Stalingrad

04:30 Metallica: Through The
Never
06:30 Bobby Jones: Stroke Of
Genius
09:00 Next Goal Wins
11:00 Quiz Show
13:15 As Good As It Gets
15:30 One Chance
17:15 Next Goal Wins
19:00 Straight A’s
20:30 The Green Mile



Blind optimism morphs into enlightened realism today as your big
ideas collide with a heavy dose of the truth. You might believe you only have
two options. On one hand, your open-minded perspective is life-affirming; on
the other hand, you can choose to shut down your heart in fear. However,
there’s a wide range of alternatives in the middle. The most important thing to
do now is to make the most informed choices possible before moving on.
Finding the sweet spot between the two extremes is your key to happiness. 

You long to have a deep conversation with a confidant today, but
he or she might skillfully avoid talking about anything that’s too unsettling. Or,
perhaps you are the one who is cleverly engineering the conversation to pre-
vent an uncomfortable topic from surfacing. Although the opportunity to dis-
cuss your feelings will continue to grow throughout the days ahead, don’t let
this chance to connect with someone you trust slip by. Burdens are lighter
when shared with a friend. 

Normally, you can see the positive side to nearly any situation. You
are innately skillful at making just about everything sound better

when you are trying to inspire others. Although you get a real kick out of banish-
ing gray clouds from the sky, you still might have a difficult time today staying
on the sunny side of the street. Nevertheless, it’s imperative to maintain your
most glorious vision of the future, for your optimism touches more people’s
lives than you realize. 

Although it’s the weekend, your attitude about your job could turn
a notch more serious while sobering Saturn forms an anxious alignment with the
Sun in your 6th House of Employment. Spend time imagining new ways to sus-
tain your recent gains by solidifying your professional relationships. If differences
of opinion are at play, there’s no need to force resolution. Instead of worrying
about something you can’t fix right away, focus on areas of your life where you
can make progress today. 

Disagreements with a lover or a playmate can be emotionally drain-
ing today, especially if your partner believes you’re making a fuss over nothing.
But you just want to be appreciated for who you are; your tender feelings may be
wounded now if someone forgets to respect your wishes. Recognizing your needs
is important, but resolving discord in a relationship still requires your commit-
ment to meet the other person halfway. Making the first move might not be easy,
but it’s the quickest way to forgive and forget. 

It seems as if you’re being schooled today on a lesson you already
know, making you feel a bit foolish in the process. But it’s no one else’s fault if
you have a hard time accepting criticism. Thankfully, the Sun’s shift into your
11th House of Long-Term Goals and the Moon’s return to your sign can help
take your mind off the present moment and aim your dreams toward the future.
Make the necessary changes within yourself, without trying to change anyone
else.

It’s not fun when someone rejects your plans, but you might as
well reserve your complaining for some other day. You won’t likely receive a lot
of support if an idea of yours can’t stand up to fair criticism. Thankfully, the cir-
cumstances are not as dire as you think. Your contributions can have significant
impact if you are willing to hear the tough truth now, learn an important lesson
and step up your game as needed. The most successful people know there’s
always room for improvement.

Although you’ve been trying your best to simplify your life, you’re
still busier than you prefer. Luckily, today is a turning point and you can finally
begin to regain control of your calendar. You have been running down a dream,
but are now required to stop so you can concentrate on a single issue that
demands your immediate attention. Fortunately, redirecting your thoughts
away from fantasies and toward mundane considerations enables you to set
aside extraneous distractions and produce measurable results. 

You aren’t interested in listening to the cool voice of reason today
because it seems as if your current commitments prevent you from taking the
most desirable path. Without an apparent way out of your present dilemma, you
might have to get serious now about changing your schedule. Thankfully, you
realize that your casual attitude can’t make the very real problems disappear.
The good news is that your determination to untangle a complicated dilemma
could be enough to do the trick.

You’ve been happily immersed in your imagination, yet today your
daydreams run into the cold, hard truths of reality. Unfortunately, you’re not
ready to leave your fantasies behind but the longer you avoid your obligations,
the more of a challenge it will be to handle them in the long run. Starting your
work now is smarter than procrastinating for one more day. Although your irra-
tional feelings are running all over the map, they won’t lead to satisfaction. Your
logic is the key to finding your way back to your center of gravity. 
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Aries (March 21-April 19)

STAR TRACK

Taurus (April 20-May 20)

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

Leo (July 23-August 22)

Virgo (August 23-September 22)

Libra (September 23-October 22)

Scorpio (October 23-November 21)

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21)

Capricorn (December 22-January 19)

Pisces (February 19-March 20)

Aquarius (January 20- February 18)

CROSSWORD 941

ACROSS
1. A benevolent aspect of Devi.
4. Provide with a canal, as of a city.
12. An undergarment worn by women to sup-
port their breasts.
15. A branch of the Tai languages.
16. Characterized by an absence of force or
forcefulness.
17. The most common computer memory which
can be used by programs to perform necessary
tasks while the computer is on.
18. Far away from home or one's usual surround-
ings.
19. Be going to.
20. Black tropical American cuckoo.
21. Imperial dynasty that ruled China (most of
the time) from 206 BC to 221 and expanded its
boundaries and developed its bureaucracy.
22. A three-dimensional shape with six square or
rectangular sides.
24. Pain in the gums.
27. The bags of letters and packages that are
transported by the postal service.
28. A large family of trees, shrubs, vines, and
herbs bearing bean pods.
31. An appliance that corrects dental irregulari-
ties.
35. 100 lwei equal 1 kwanza.
36. A metallic element having four allotropic
forms.
38. A star that ejects some of its material in the
form of a cloud and become more luminous in
the process.
39. A person who practices masturbation.
43. African tree having an exceedingly thick
trunk and fruit that resembles a gourd and has
an edible pulp called monkey bread.
45. (usually followed by `of') Released from
something onerous (especially an obligation or
duty).
46. Necessary for relief or supply.
48. A nucleic acid that transmits genetic informa-
tion from DNA to the cytoplasm.
49. Not elegant or graceful in expression.
53. The cardinal number that is the sum of seven
and one.
55. Naked freshwater or marine or parasitic pro-
tozoa that form temporary pseudopods for feed-
ing and locomotion.
57. (used of arms and legs) Bent outward with
the joint away from the body.
59. The basic unit of money in Bangladesh.
63. The grasses.
68. A woman hired to suckle a child of someone
else.
69. A series of mental images and emotions
occurring during sleep.
72. Jordan's port.
73. A room or establishment where alcoholic
drinks are served over a counter.
76. An adult male person (as opposed to a
woman).
77. Used of a single unit or thing.
78. Beaten eggs or an egg mixture cooked until
just set.
79. A loose sleeveless outer garment made from
aba cloth.

DOWN
1. A state in the western United States.
2. A Chadic language spoken south of Lake

Chad.
3. The 16th letter of the Hebrew alphabet.
4. Derived from or containing calcium or lime.
5. Advance evidence for.
6. A Mid-Atlantic state.
7. Used in some especially older classifications.
8. The syllable naming the sixth (submediant)
note of a major or minor scale in solmization.
9. (Islam) The man who leads prayers in a
mosque.
10. Spiced hot milk with rum or wine.
11. Oblong cream puff.
12. (informal) Exceptionally good.
13. (the feminine of raja) A Hindu princess or the
wife of a raja.
14. Type genus of the Amiidae.
23. The cry made by sheep.
25. An extensive grassy and nearly treeless plain
(especially in Latin America).
26. Characteristic of false pride.
29. A canopy made of canvas to shelter people
or things from rain or sun.
30. Covered with beads of liquid.
32. Venomous Asiatic and African elapid snakes
that can expand the skin of the neck into a hood.
33. United States anatomist who identified four
pituitary hormones and discovered vitamin E
(1882-1971).
34. A region of Malaysia in northeastern Borneo.
37. A fatal disease of cattle that affects the cen-
tral nervous system.
40. The process of taking food into the body
through the mouth (as by eating).
41. A toxic nonmetallic element related to sulfur
and tellurium.
42. A brittle silver-white metalloid element that
is related to selenium and sulfur.
44. According to the Old Testament he was a
pagan king of Israel and husband of Jezebel (9th
century BC).
47. Lacking in liveliness or charm or surprise.
50. Hunt illegally.
51. English writer and a central member of the
Fabian Society (1858-1943).
52. A dyed fabric.
54. An ornamental jewelled headdress signifying
sovereignty.
56. A polyvalent metallic element that resembles
chromium and tungsten in its properties.
58. Become one.
60. Small terrestrial lizard of warm regions of the
Old World.
61. Cubes of meat marinated and cooked on a
skewer usually with vegetables.
62. A city in southern Turkey on the Seyhan
River.
64. A strategically located monarchy on the
southern and eastern coasts of the Arabian
Peninsula.
65. A river in north central Switzerland that runs
northeast into the Rhine.
66. Prevent from being included or considered
or accepted.
67. A narrow way or road.
70. The fatty flesh of eel.
71. Fermented alcoholic beverage similar to but
heavier than beer.
74. A trivalent metallic element of the rare earth
group.
75. A highly unstable radioactive element (the
heaviest of the halogen series).

Yesterday’s Solution

Yesterday’s Solution

Yesterday’s Solution

WORD SEARCH PUZZLE

34s t a r s

Daily SuDoku

Reaching your long-term goals might feel like an impossible
dream as you try to sort out where things stand in your life now. But there’s lit-
tle time for self-pity because you have important work to do today. Don’t waste
precious energy if you want to take advantage of the current window of oppor-
tunity. Make use of your legendary Leo zest for life as you make positive
changes to your trajectory. When the going gets tough, the tough get going. 

You face a complex dilemma today, for your success might appear
to be in jeopardy as the Sun agitates your key planet Saturn. Your expectations
are stymied by current limitations, making it hard to muster up the self-confi-
dence you normally have at your disposal. Your natural reaction may be to circle
the wagons now and anticipate the worst. However, your lack of control is only a
temporary state of affairs. Your dedication, coupled with a positive outlook,
should put you back in the saddle faster than you think.
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Ahmadi Sama Safwan                                    Fahaeel Makka St 23915883
Abu Halaifa                                        Abu Halaifa-Coastal Rd 23715414
Danat Al-Sultan                              Mahboula Block 1, Coastal Rd 23726558

Jahra Modern Jahra                                   Jahra-Block 3 Lot 1 24575518
Madina Munawara                        Jahra-Block 92 24566622

Capital Ahlam                                                   Fahad Al-Salem St 22436184
Khaldiya Coop                                 Khaldiya Coop 24833967

Farwaniya New Shifa                                           Farwaniya Block 40 24734000
Ferdous Coop                                   Ferdous Coop 24881201
Modern Safwan                               Old Kheitan Block 11 24726638

Hawally Tariq                                                      Salmiya-Hamad Mubarak St 25726265
Hana                                                      Salmiya-Amman St 25647075
Ikhlas                                                    Hawally-Beirut St 22625999
Hawally & Rawdha                         Hawally & Rawdha Coop 22564549
Ghadeer                                              Jabriya-Block 1A 25340559
Kindy                                                    Jabriya-Block 3B 25326554
Ibn Al-Nafis                                        Salmiya-Hamad Mubarak St 25721264
Mishrif Coop                                     Mishrif Coop 25380581
Salwa Coop                                        Salwa Coop 25628241

Ophthalmologists
Dr. Abidallah Al-Mansoor            25622444
Dr. Samy Al-Rabeea                         25752222
Dr. Masoma Habeeb                        25321171
Dr. Mubarak Al-Ajmy                      25739999
Dr. Mohsen Abel                                 25757700
Dr  Adnan Hasan Alwayl               25732223
Dr. Abdallah Al-Baghly                  25732223

Ear, Nose & Throat (ENT)
Dr. Ahmed Fouad Mouner          24555050 Ext 510
Dr. Abdallah Al-Ali                            25644660
Dr. Abd Al-Hameed Al-Taweel  25646478
Dr. Sanad Al-Fathalah                    25311996
Dr. Mohammad Al-Daaory         25731988
Dr. Ismail Al-Fodary                         22620166
Dr. Mahmoud Al-Booz                   25651426

General Practitioners
Dr. Mohamme Y Majidi                  24555050 Ext 123
Dr. Yousef Al-Omar                           24719312
Dr. Tarek Al-Mikhazeem               23926920
Dr. Kathem Maarafi                          25730465
Dr. Abdallah Ahmad Eyadah     25655528
Dr. Nabeel Al-Ayoobi                      24577781
Dr. Dina Abidallah Al-Refae       25333501

Urologists
Dr. Ali Naser Al-Serfy                       22641534
Dr. Fawzi Taher Abul                        22639955
Dr. Khaleel Abidallah Al-Awadi 22616660
Dr. Adel Al-Hunayan FRCS (C)   25313120
Dr. Leons Joseph                                66703427

For labor-related inquiries 
and complaints:

Call MSAL hotline 128 

Sabah Hospital                                                 24812000

Amiri Hospital                                                  22450005

Maternity Hospital                                         24843100

Mubarak Al-Kabir Hospital                        25312700

Chest Hospital                                               24849400

Farwaniya Hospital                                    24892010

Adan Hospital                                                23940620

Ibn Sina Hospital                                         24840300

Al-Razi Hospital                                            24846000

Physiotherapy Hospital                            24874330/9

Kaizen center 25716707

Rawda 22517733

Adaliya 22517144

Khaldiya 24848075

Kaifan 24849807

Shamiya 24848913

Shuwaikh 24814507

Abdullah Salem 22549134

Nuzha 22526804

Industrial Shuwaikh 24814764

Qadsiya 22515088

Dasmah 22532265

Bneid Al-Gar 22531908

Shaab 22518752

Qibla 22459381

Ayoun Al-Qibla 22451082

Mirqab 22456536

Sharq 22465401

Salmiya 25746401

Jabriya 25316254

Maidan Hawally 25623444

Bayan 25388462

Mishref 25381200

W Hawally 22630786

Sabah 24810221

Jahra 24770319

New Jahra 24575755

West Jahra 24772608

South Jahra 24775066

North Jahra 24775992

North Jleeb 24311795

Ardhiya 24884079

Firdous 24892674

Omariya 24719048

N Khaitan 24710044

Fintas 23900322

GOVERNORATE PHARMACY                            ADDRESS PHONE

Plastic Surgeons

Dr. Mohammad Al-Khalaf                        22547272

Dr. Abdal-Redha Lari                                   22617700

Dr. Abdel Quttainah                                 25625030/60

Family Doctor

Dr Divya Damodar                        23729596/23729581

Psychiatrists

Dr. Esam Al-Ansari                                         22635047

Dr Eisa M. Al-Balhan                                  22613623/0

Gynaecologists & Obstetricians

DrAdrian arbe                                   23729596/23729581

Dr. Verginia s.Marin                       2572-6666 ext 8321

Dr. Fozeya Ali Al-Qatan                              22655539

Dr. Majeda Khalefa Aliytami                  25343406

Dr. Ahmad Al-Khooly                                  25739272

Dr. Salem soso                                                  22618787

General Surgeons

Dr. Amer Zawaz Al-Amer                          22610044

Dr. Mohammad Yousef Basher             25327148

Internists, Chest & Heart

Dr. Adnan Ebil                                                   22639939

Dr. Mousa Khadada                                      22666300

Dr. Latefa Al-Duweisan                              25728004

Dr. Nadem Al-Ghabra                                  25355515

Dr. Mobarak Aldoub                                    24726446

Dr Nasser Behbehani                                25654300/3

Paediatricians

Dr. Khaled Hamadi                              25665898

Dr. Abd Al-Aziz Al-Rashed                         25340300

Dr. Zahra Qabazard                             25710444

Dr. Sohail Qamar                                   22621099

Dr. Snaa Maaroof                                  25713514

Dr. Pradip Gujare                                  23713100

Dr. Zacharias Mathew                        24334282

Dermatology

Dr. Mohammed Salam 
Bern University                                      23845955

Dentists

Dr Anil Thomas                                       3729596/3729581

Dr. Shamah Al-Matar                          22641071/2

Dr. Anesah Al-Rasheed                     22562226

Dr. Abidallah Al-Amer                       22561444

Dr. Faysal Al-Fozan                              22619557

Dr. Abdallateef Al-Katrash             22525888

Dr. Abidallah Al-Duweisan             25653755

Dr. Bader Al-Ansari                              25620111

Neurologists

Dr. Sohal Najem Al-Shemeri         25633324

Dr. Jasem Mola Hassan                     25345875

Gastrologists

Dr. Sami Aman                                        22636464

Dr. Mohammad Al-Shamaly         25322030

Dr. Foad Abidallah Al-Ali                 22633135

Endocrinologist

     Dr. Abd Al-Naser Al-Othman 25339330

     Dr. Ahmad Al-Ansari 25658888

     Dr. Kamal Al-Shomr 25329924

Physiotherapists & VD

     Dr. Deyaa Shehab 25722291

     Dr. Musaed Faraj Khamees 22666288

Rheumatologists:

     Dr. Adel Al-Awadi 25330060

     Dr. Khaled Al-Jarallah 25722290

Internist, Chest & Heart

     DR.Mohammes Akkad           24555050 Ext 210

     Dr. Mohammad Zubaid
     MB, ChB, FRCPC, PACC
     Assistant Professor Of Medicine
     Head, Division of Cardiology
     Mubarak Al-Kabeer Hospital 25339667

Consultant Cardiologist

     Dr. Farida Al-Habib          2611555-2622555
     MD, PH.D, FACC
     Inaya German Medical Center
     Te: 2575077
     Fax: 25723123

Soor Center
Tel: 2290-1677
Fax: 2290 1688

info@soorcenter.com
www.soorcenter.com

Psychologists
/Psychotherapists

PRIVATE CLINICS

William Schuilenberg, RPC 2290-1677
Zaina Al Zabin, M.Sc. 2290-1677

Kaizen center
25716707

Noor Clinic
23845955

INTERNATIONAL
CALLS

Afghanistan 0093

Albania 00355

Algeria 00213

Andorra 00376

Angola 00244

Anguilla 001264

Antiga 001268

Argentina 0054

Armenia 00374

Australia 0061

Austria 0043

Bahamas 001242

Bahrain 00973

Bangladesh 00880

Barbados 001246

Belarus 00375

Belgium 0032

Belize 00501

Benin 00229

Bermuda 001441

Bhutan 00975

Bolivia 00591

Bosnia 00387

Botswana 00267

Brazil 0055

Brunei 00673

Bulgaria 00359

Burkina 00226

Burundi 00257

Cambodia 00855

Cameroon 00237

Canada 001

Cape Verde 00238

Cayman Islands 001345

Central African 00236

Chad 00235

Chile 0056

China 0086

Colombia 0057

Comoros 00269

Congo 00242

Cook Islands 00682

Costa Rica 00506

Croatia 00385

Cuba 0053

Cyprus 00357

Cyprus (Northern) 0090392

Czech Republic 00420

Denmark 0045

Diego Garcia 00246

Djibouti 00253

Dominica 001767

Dominican Republic 001809

Ecuador 00593

Egypt 0020

El Salvador 00503

England (UK) 0044

Equatorial Guinea 00240

Eritrea 00291

Estonia 00372

Ethiopia 00251

Falkland Islands 00500

Faroe Islands 00298

Fiji 00679

Finland 00358

France 0033

French Guiana 00594

French Polynesia 00689

Gabon 00241

Gambia 00220

Georgia 00995

Germany 0049

Ghana 00233

Gibraltar 00350

Greece 0030

Greenland 00299

Grenada 001473

Guadeloupe 00590

Guam 001671

Guatemala 00502

Guinea 00224

Guyana 00592

Haiti 00509

Holland (Netherlands) 0031

Honduras 00504

Hong Kong 00852

Hungary 0036

Ibiza (Spain) 0034

Iceland 00354

India 0091

Indian Ocean 00873

Indonesia 0062

Iran 0098

Iraq 00964

Ireland 00353

Italy 0039

Ivory Coast 00225

Jamaica 001876

Japan 0081

Jordan 00962

Kazakhstan 007

Kenya 00254

Kiribati 00686

Kuwait 00965

Kyrgyzstan 00996

Laos 00856

Latvia 00371

Lebanon 00961

Liberia 00231

Libya 00218

Lithuania 00370

Luxembourg 00352

Macau 00853

Macedonia 00389

Madagascar 00261

Majorca 0034

Malawi 00265

Malaysia 0060

Maldives 00960

Mali 00223

Malta 00356

Marshall Islands 00692

Martinique 00596

Mauritania 00222

Mauritius 00230

Mayotte 00269

Mexico 0052

Micronesia 00691

Moldova 00373

Monaco 00377

Mongolia 00976

Montserrat 001664

Morocco 00212

Mozambique 00258

Myanmar (Burma) 0095

Namibia 00264

Nepal 00977

Netherlands 0031

Netherlands Antilles 00599

New Caledonia 00687

New Zealand 0064

Nicaragua 00505

Nigar 00227

Nigeria 00234

Niue 00683

Norfolk Island 00672

N. Ireland (UK) 0044

North Korea 00850

Norway 0047

Oman 00968

Pakistan 0092

Palau 00680

Panama 00507

Papua New Guinea 00675

Paraguay 00595

Peru 0051

Philippines 0063

Poland 0048

Portugal 00351

Puerto Rico 001787

Qatar 00974

Romania 0040

Russian Federation 007

Rwanda 00250

Saint Helena 00290

Saint Kitts 001869

Saint Lucia 001758

Saint Pierre 00508

Saint Vincent 001784

Samoa US 00684

Samoa West 00685

San Marino 00378

Sao Tone 00239

Saudi Arabia 00966

Scotland (UK) 0044

Senegal 00221

Seychelles 00284

Sierra Leone 00232

Singapore 0065

Slovakia 00421

Slovenia 00386

Solomon Islands 00677

Somalia 00252

South Africa 0027

South Korea 0082

Spain 0034

Sri Lanka 0094

Sudan 00249

Suriname 00597

Swaziland 00268

Sweden 0046

Switzerland 0041

Syria 00963

Serbia 00381

Taiwan 00886

Tanzania 00255

Thailand 0066

Toga 00228

Tonga 00676

Tokelau 00690

Trinidad 001868

Tunisia 00216

Turkey 0090

Tuvalu 00688

Uganda 00256

Ukraine 00380

United Arab Emirates 00976

United Kingdom 0044

Uruguay 00598

USA 001

Uzbekistan 00998

Vanuatu 00678

Venezuela 00582

Vietnam 0084

Virgin Islands UK 001284

Virgin Islands US 001340

Wales (UK) 0044

Yemen 00967

Yugoslavia 00381

Zambia 00260

Zimbabwe 00263
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Picasso postcard auctioned
for record $188,000

Apostcard bearing a signed
drawing by Picasso fetched a
record $188,000 (166,000

euros) at auction on Saturday, the
Gaertner auction house in southern
Germany announced. The sales set a
“world record for a postcard”, the
auction house in Bietigheim-
Bissingen said in a statement. The
buyer, described as a “trans-Atlantic
collector”, clinched the deal by tele-
phone following frenzied bidding in
German, English, French and
Russian, the statement said. Bidding
had begun at 100,000 euros. With
commissions, the card will cost the
buyer more than 200,000 euros, it
said.

The card from Pablo Picasso to
his friend, French poet Guillaume
Apollinaire, is dated September 5,
1918, and has an authenticated
drawing that “can be considered
part of the artist’s cubist still life
series,” Gaertner said. The picture on the back of the card is a simple aerial view of the
southwestern French town of Pau. The postcard never made it to Apollinaire however
because Picasso had addressed it in Spanish, writing his friend’s name as Don
Guillermo Apollinaire. It is marked with the French equivalent of “return to sender”.
Gaertner said it had obtained the postcard from a Frenchman it described as a “figure
in the business world”. —AFP

Thousands of revelers, new-agers and
self-styled Druids descended on the
ancient stone circle at Stonehenge yes-

terday, catching a brief glimpse of the sun as
they marked the summer solstice - the
longest day of the year in the northern hemi-
sphere. About 23,000 sun-watchers gathered
on the Salisbury Plain about 80 miles (130
kilometers) southwest of London, police said.
But with the sun visible only briefly, the party
was markedly shorter than in past years.
Authorities reported nine arrests for drug
offenses - fewer than in the past.

Visitors kissed the stones, dancers swirled
on the grass and drummers pounded as part
of the free-form celebrations. A small group
of yoga enthusiasts held a short class and
couples renewed their commitments to one
another. Stonehenge is an icon of Britain, and
one of its most popular attractions. It was
built in three phases between 3,000 BC and
1,600 BC and its purpose remains under
study. —AP

Thousands at Stonehenge mark summer solstice

Revelers watch the sunrise as they celebrate the pagan festival of Summer Solstice at Stonehenge in Wiltshire, southern England yesterday. —AP/AFP photos

Italy’s fashion capital is getting a little more traffic than
usual as Milan Fashion Week kicks off, thanks to the
Expo 2015 world’s fair at the city’s gates, now in its sec-

ond month. Four days of menswear previews for next
spring and summer began Saturday with Emporio
Armani, Dolce&Gabbana, Jil Sander, Versace and Philipp
Plein. And Marni is showing menswear on the runway for
the first time. Perhaps the fashionistas will find time for
Expo before moving on to Paris next week. Here are some
highlights:

Emporio Armani fusion
It wasn’t Gregory Peck’s Vespa from the film “Roman

Holiday” but the girl on the runway could be an updated
Audrey Hepburn. Emporio Armani has teamed up with
Vespa to create a sleek new 946 scooter with matte black
paint, suggesting a time somewhere between nostalgia
and now. A series of the scooters greeted guests at the
menswear spring summer preview in Giorgio Armani’s
more intimately renovated theater. The collection was
light and layered, featuring classic Armani shapes in neu-
tral tones. The looks were loose with textured and some-
times crinkled fabric, easy to imagine zipping along urban
streets. There was a focus on pants, with roomy pleated
trousers that seemed to drape the leg. More athletic knit
trousers were cinched at the ankle. Whether the look was
formal or casual ultimately was defined by the jacket,
ranging from double-breasted to more Asian-inspired
looks with pagoda shoulders. And there were wonderful
papery anoraks for that unexpected shower. Shoes
included surprising sling-back Oxfords as well as sneakers,
while ample backpacks fastened snugly to the body. The

Tim Robbins takes in Emporio Armani as Fashion Week opens

Models present creations for fashion house Emporio Armani at the Men Spring-Summer 2016 Milan’s Fashion Week. —AP/AFP photos
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looks were topped with berets and dark aviator glasses.
Though it was menswear, Armani sent a dozen women’s
looks down the runway, displaying the adaptability of
men’s tailoring for women - something in which Hepburn
pioneered. A series of men’s cut shirts over baggy
trousers would have suited her well.

East meets west
Dolce&Gabbana remain rooted in their beloved Sicily

but continue to find foreign influence in its rich cultural
heritage. This season, the Chinese Palace of Palermo
offered inspiration for the menswear collection, designers
Domenico Dolce and Stefano Gabbana explained in nine
languages in a colorful booklet with the show invitation.
There was a flow to the collection: Silk suits segued into
Oriental-style tops with matching trousers and then into
silken pajama style shirts underneath double-breasted
suits - East and West mixing seamlessly. The looks were
printed with ornate patterns inspired by the palace,
including teeming scenes of flora and birds and rich
reproductions of dragons and peacocks.

On the more casual-luxury side, tops with Oriental
prints or embroidered details were paired with ripped
jeans or Bermuda shorts. Espadrille-style shoes were worn
with even the most formal looks, often out of luxurious
leathers and animal prints. Dolce&Gabbana complement-
ed their iconic ornate looks with bold black and white
graphic patterns this season - giving the collection an
edgier touch. The traditional finale featured a runway full
of polo shirts in florals, Oriental patterns, graphic prints
and introducing the brand’s new crown symbol.

Versace’s Nomad
Versace’s runway billowed with colorful silk scarves

sewn together like desert sails, evoking an exotic market.
The collection for next spring and summer is part
Bedouin and part rugged traveler. Designer Donatella
Versace layers long silken tunics under suit jackets for an
exotic mix of urban and desert cultures. More casually,
her desert traveler wore thin knits in tie-dye, suggestive
of a mirage. The color palette ranged from dark shades of
brown to bright reds, deep purples and royal blue.
Depending on the mood or situation, this traveler wraps a
silk scarf around his head or dons a leather cap. Logos are
reserved for the sturdy leather travel bags and caps which
bear the hefty golden Medusa symbols. What was left
unclear was the purpose of the Versace whistles included
in the invitations: a traveler’s safety device?

Jil Sander looks to the future
Fashion and Expo collided at Jil Sander, where the rea-

son for the white metal and glass structure that has been
crowding the brand’s showroom entrance for the last few
seasons became clear. Otherwise known as Expo Gate,
the structure is a meeting place for world’s fair goers to
get information, tickets and souvenirs. And during Milan
Fashion Week, it was a place to catch a glimpse of the
fashion crowd rushing to see the latest creations by Jil
Sander’s creative director Rodolfo Paglialunga. In keeping
with Expo Gate, the looks were futuristic, expressed in
both the shape as well as the technical and treated mate-
rials. The designer, finishing his first full cycle at the label,
paired oversized boxy tops with slim-fitting trousers that
finished snugly mid-calf. There were also crinkled suits of
what could have been a dyed parachute, with sleeves
that can be rolled up and secured with a strap and clasp.
The star pieces of the show were the anoraks, both out of
a technical fabric but also regally out of a stiff, shiny
leather that gives the wearer an imposing silhouette. The
color palette was somber grays, olive green and blue with
some flashes of yellow and red in straps. —AP

Model present creations for fashion house Dolce Gabbana.

Models present creations for fashion house Versace.



A“  pril and the Extraordinary World,” Franck Ekinci and
Christian Desmares’ animated feature featuring Marion
Cotillard’s voice in the title role, won the Cristal award for

best feature film at Annecy Animation Film Festival. Co-produced
and repped by Studiocanal, “April and the Extraordinary World” is
a 2D arthouse movie in the tradition of European auteur-driven
toons. The movie was just picked up by GKids for US distribution.
GKids previously handled six best animated features that compet-
ed at the Oscars. Lead-produced by Paris-based Je Suis Bien
Content, the animation studio on “Persepolis,” “April” is also being
buzzed about as a potential Oscar candidate. Based on Jacques
Tardi’s celebrated graphic novel, “April” charts a young girl’s jour-
ney to fulfill her destiny. The toonpic will be released by
Studiocanal on Oct14.

Japanese helmer Keiichi Hara’s “Sarusuberi: Miss Hokusai,”
repped by Production I.G, nabbed the jury nod, while Remi
Chaye’s “Long Way North,” sold by Urban Distribution, won the
audience prize. Annecy welcomed a record 8,250 participants-
way up on last year’s 7,000. The attendance spike was mainly driv-
en by the U.S. presence, which was up 60% for the festival and
market. The guest country panorama in Spain had a large impact

on panels, films selected and master classes, as did the focus on
women. The festival screened nearly 500 films from 83 countries.
As in the last few years, many entries touched on serious issues
such as immigration, exile and human rights.

In other kudos, Siri Melchior’s “Rita and Crocodile Fishing”
snatched up the jury award for best TV series while Clementine
Robach’s “The Mitten” won the jury prize for a TV series. Eric Serre’s
“Hellow World! Long-Eared Owl” won the Crystal nod for TV pro-
duction. Suresh Eriyat’s “Rotaly Fateline” won best commissioned
film. And Yves Geleyn’s “NSPCC Lucy and the Boy” won the jury
nod for best commissioned film. In the graduation films’ section,
Nina Gantz’s Edmond won the jury prize and Lisa Matuszak’s
“Brume, cailloux et metaphysique” won the jury mention.

Daniel Gray and Tom Brown’s “Teeth,” a US/Hungary/UK pro-
duction, nabbed the Fipresci prize. Rosina Urbes’ Brazilian pic
“Guida” won the Fipresci’s special mention and Michel Gondbry’s
“Is the Man Who Is Tall Happy” won the Andre Martin film nod.
Sold by Indie Sales and helmed by Claude Barras, “My Life as a
Zucchini,” which is penned by Celine Sciamma and was pitched in
Annecy in the work-in-progress section, won the Gan Foundation
Support for Distribution.—Reuters

‘April and the Extraordinary World’
wins Annecy’s Crystal Award

Variety sat with Ron Perlman at the Monte Carlo TV festi-
val, where he served as president of the 55th edition
and prexy of the miniseries jury. The veteran actor can-

didly talked about his upcoming Amazon show, “Hand of God,”
a thriller drama helmed by “World War Z’”s Marc Forster and
his endeavor to produce and direct movies through his shin-
gle Wing &amp; a Prayer Pictures and Film House, a studio that
will soon launch, backed by the State of New York and
Syracuse University. Perlman, who is now repped by Empire
Agency in Europe, also revealed he will make his directorial
debut with “Wooden Lake,” a small indie drama that will lense
in Syracuse.

Variety: How did you get involved in “Hand of God”?
Ron Perlman: “Hand of God” was an amazing coming

together of me looking for something, not knowing what I
was looking for and it coming and finding me. So I knew that
when “Sons of Anarchy” was coming to a close for me, I want-
ed to stay in television because right now it’s such an exciting
moment in television.

Variety: Why do you think TV drama is such a fertile
ground for innovation today? 

RP: There is so much competition out there. Right now the
only way to grab the attention of the audience is originality.
We feed ourselves with franchises that’s the opposite of what
makes our culture multidimensional and interesting. All you
have to do is look at the people who are coming to television
today. Twenty years ago you would never have seen Ridley
Scott, Ang Lee or Guillermo del Toro-all these great filmmak-
ers-actively put themselves back into TV. That’s because the
environment is very encouraging for bold storytelling, story-
telling that you’ve never seen before. You’ve said “Hand of
God’ was the most compelling project you’ve undertaken. 

Variety: What makes this show stand out? 
RP: I’ve never seen something like “Hand of God.” I’ve been

reading material for 45 years, and when I was gearing up find
a TV series to do after “Sons of Anarchy,” I particularly read a lot
of great, great, great scripts but there was this one which was
not only great but very... there was no playbook or rulebook
for it, it didn’t resemble anything I had done before. And the
character I was being asked to consider was in an incredibly
dangerous state emotionally, spiritually and intellectually.

Variety: Tell us about the character you play in “Hand of
God.”

RP: He’s a judge and he does the things that powerful and
privileged people do, like bending the rules and regulations
that apply to others. The only thing he’s ever known is win-
ning, and when we meet him, he’s in the process of losing the
one thing he couldn’t ever imagine losing: his son, his only
child, the heir to his fortune, all of himself. His son is now on
life support because he shot himself in the head. As a result of
this, our main hero, the judge, is in the middle of a complete
breakdown and disappears for three days, and when he
comes back he’s baptized, saved and he’s donated $50,000 to
this new startup church run by a former actor who used to be
on daytime television. We don’t know if this guy is for real-if
he’s truly inspired or he’s just a snake oil salesman-but we
know that the judge has put all of his chips on black. And sud-
denly he begins to hear voices through his son who is in a
coma and cannot speak. He begins to think that these voices
are sent to his son from God.

Variety: Does your character actually talk about those
visions or keep them to himself?

RP: He not only talks about the visions, he acts on them
and he takes people out. And it turns out that everyone that
he takes out was guilty. So you start to say to yourself, “Holy
shit, is he insane? Or is he really inspired?” So the whole show
is basically a discussion about: insane or inspired? And you
never know. At the end of our 10 episodes, you’re left with
more questions than answers.

Variety: But does “Hand of God” have a critical stance
toward religion?

RP: Well, religion is explored differently in this show than
you’ve ever seen it before. It’s not as if we are making our own
value judgment as to what it is. But we are opening it up and
exploring it in a very kind of micro way. 

Variety: Where we’re really dissecting if for how much of it
is opportunism, how much of it is purely for commercial,
monetary gain, how much of it truly rooted in spirituality,
how much of it is truly the promise of eternal life, how
much of that is real? Could it be a show that makes reli-
gious people even more religious and atheists even more
atheist?

RP: It could very well be, I mean I don’t think any of us who
are working on the show feel as though we’re trying to send
any particular message or act in such a way that we’re trying
to alter people’s beliefs or behavior. But we are like all great
dramatists exploring a universe as fully and as objectively as
we possibly can so that you as an audience can make your
own conclusions about where you stand on all of this. But it is
a discussion about god and religion unlike you’ve ever seen
before without ever intending to be conclusive in any way.

Variety: Are you religious? 
RP: I’m not religious, but I am spiritual. I have my own rela-

tionship with a being that I consider to be everywhere. All and
everything. I don’t need a church or a synagogue or a mosque.
I don’t need to kneel down, I don’t need to stand up, I don’t
need to be hanging from a thread. I could do this while I’m sit-
ting here talking to you. None of us are any better than any-
one else and none of us are any worse than anyone else, and
we’re all equal and whatever we can do to celebrate our com-
monality rather than our differences, which is what religion
does, to me... religion just compartmentalizes people and
makes everybody into a box... for me there is no use for that in
this world; all I want to do is tear down the boxes and the bor-
ders and just be a brotherhood of mankind.

Variety: The issue of religion is an important one in the US,
where some right-wing politicians appear to be highly
“inspired”?

RP: I don’t know, I mean are they or are they just trying to
pander to some sort of base. Are they just trying to tell the
voters that “I’m with you”? And the thing of it is, I consider
myself to be a pretty savvy guy, but I don’t trust one word
they say. I see how they conduct their lives. You know on the
one hand they’re talking about family values and on the oth-
er hand they have three or four mistresses over here. And on
the one hand they’re talking about going to church on
Sunday and the other day they’re making all these under-
the-table deals about putting money in their pocket... What
kind of spirituality is that? And how dare you ever intone the
word “God” when you behave that way? To me that makes
my blood boil. Like don’t claim you have some sort of special
right for your sanctimonious f-king bullshit, when you’re as
corrupt as the motherf-king day is long.—Reuters
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Glastonbury, one of the world’s biggest music festi-
vals, gets under way Wednesday facing angry criti-
cism from some fans after rapper Kanye West was

booked for the prime Saturday night headline slot.
Highlighting the five-day event’s popularity, 150,000 tick-
ets for costing £225 (315 euros, $360) each sold out in just
26 minutes when they went on sale in October before the
line-up at Worthy Farm in Somerset, southwest England,
was announced. In total, 175,000 people will attend
Glastonbury, which started in 1970 — when admission was
£1, including free milk from the farm-and features hun-
dreds of performances on dozens of stages from the main-
stream to the downright bizarre. But the presence of out-
spoken “Gold Digger” star West, who is married to reality TV
star Kim Kardashian, has sparked controversy at an event
known for its hippie roots. 

Nearly 135,000 people have signed a petition to get him
dropped.  The online petition against West-who has sold
over 100 million downloads and albums worldwide and
won 21 Grammy Awards, but is often criticized for self-
aggrandizing comments-says he should be kicked off the
bill and replaced by “a rock band”.  “Kanye West is an insult
to music fans all over the world,” the petition reads. “We
spend hundreds of pounds to attend Glasto (the festival’s
nickname), and by doing so, expect a certain level of enter-
tainment.”

Emily Eavis, Glastonbury’s co-organizer and daughter of
founder Michael Eavis, said she had even received death
threats over the booking, adding the abuse had been “just
horrible”.”Kanye West is making the most exciting music at
the moment,” she said last month. “He is an amazing force
as a performer. For us, getting the biggest star in the world
was an amazing coup.”West is not the first US hip-hop star
to headline Glastonbury. In 2008, Jay-Z attracted similar
objections but drew one of the festival’s largest-ever
crowds and won rave reviews for a set which riffed on the
opposition he had faced from some fans.

Hawking to entertain kids 
Preparations for the festival were hit last week by the

withdrawal of Foo Fighters from the Friday night headline
slot after frontman Dave Grohl broke his leg by falling off
stage while performing in Gothenburg, Sweden.  Florence
+ The Machine were swiftly promoted up the bill to replace
them.  Emily Eavis said: “There was only one person we
wanted to call and that was Florence.” Other big names set
to perform include The Who, Pharrell Williams, Motorhead,
Mary J Blige, Mark Ronson, Lionel Richie, Patti Smith, The
Chemical Brothers, Alabama Shakes and Hozier.

For many people, Glastonbury is about more than just
the music, with a wealth of areas on the 900-acre (four
square kilometer) site devoted to everything from circus to
cabaret and even a “free university”.”There will be enlight-
enments, awakenings, surreal happenings, Damascene
epiphanies and people doing the strangest things in pub-
lic,” the organizers promise on the festival website.
Glastonbury has kept its traditional political activist tinge
even as it has evolved into a major business over the years.

Russian punk protest band Pussy Riot will be holding a
discussion event on one of the stages, while charities
Greenpeace, Oxfam and WaterAid receive a donation from
organizers and have volunteers on site. The festival is also
family friendly and many older fans bring their children to
camp with them on site.  This year, youngsters will be treat-
ed to a special guest appearance by physicist and mathe-
matician Professor Stephen Hawking in the Kidz Field area.
Glastonbury-whose site is a working farm for the rest of the
year-often descends into a mud bath thanks to the heavy
rainfall which can persist into the British summertime.
Festival goers this year will be relieved to note that condi-
tions are forecast to be mostly dry.—AFP

With a nod to golden-age artists from Fred Astaire to
Charlie Chaplin, French choreographer Philippe
DecouflÈ has brought a musical extravaganza to

London inspired by the soul-selling diabolical story of Faust.
Best known for his work with Cirque du Soleil and for staging
the ceremonies at the Albertville Olympics of 1992, DecouflÈ’s
vibrant and eclectic style is reflected in his latest show “Contact”.
“It’s a very free adaptation of Faust but it’s also a variation on
musical comedy-a homage to a genre that is fun in the noble
sense of the word,” the indefatigable 53-year-old said. “It’s a
show I love and which has been very complicated to stage. I put
a lot into it. It appeals to all my senses and it has taken a long
time,” he said, explaining the two years of preparations.

“Contact” premiered in Paris in January and has already trav-
elled to Belgium and Germany. A tour stop in Japan is planned
for next year. The bewildering mix of styles in this rock opera
ballet is heavily inspired by the late German dancer and chore-
ographer Pina Bausch’s famous “Kontakthof”, which also gave
DecouflÈ the idea for the name. There are elements of the musi-
cal “West Side Story” and Michael Jackson’s “Thriller” alongside
tributes to classic Hollywood musical comedy. The Faust myth
tells the story of a frustrated man who enters a pact with the
devil to fulfill his desires.

Projecting the images
The swirling plot can be hard to follow but the troupe’s joyful

energy and the musical score carry the show at Sadler’s Wells-
the centre of Britain’s contemporary dance movement. The cho-
reographer rounds off the performance by filming the dancers
and projecting the images onto a backdrop with a kaleido-

scope-like effect. Mixed in among the dancers on stage, cellist
Pierre Le Bourgeois and singer Nosfell with his electric guitar
create a hypnotic rock universe. 

With tailcoats wrapped around semi-naked bodies, acrobats
and a dancer performing a Dervish-style spin, the show is a col-
orful feast. The artist talked about his career at a lecture at the
Institut Francais in London, from his work on the clip for the
1987 song “True Faith” by New Order to Cirque du Soleil’s show
“Iris” in 2011, as well as a homage he staged for rock star David
Bowie. “I’m always trying to create entertainment which is light
and easy... but is not as stupid as the things that are on TV now,”
he said.—AFP

French choreographer casts
Faustian spell on London

Kanye West

Ron Perlman

Q&A: Ron Perlman talks about ‘Hand of God’ 

Firefly Music Festival

All eyes on Kanye West at 
Britain’s Glastonbury festival

Mark Foster of the band Foster the People performs on Day 3 of the
2015 Firefly Music Festival at The Woodlands on Saturday, June 20,
2015, in Dover, Del.—AP photos

Gary Clark, Jr performs on stage.

Britt Daniel of the band Spoon performs on stage.Britt Daniel, the front man of the indie rock band Spoon
performs on stage.

Andrew
McMahon
performs
on stage.
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Gulf Air, the national carrier
of the Kingdom of Bahrain,
and Rotana Hotels recently

sponsored a familiarization trip to
Bahrain and Jordan with tailored
itineraries that gave a number of
key, Kuwait-based travel agents
and select media representatives
the opportunity to experience
both destinations’ most iconic
attractions.

During the 3 days trip the par-
ticipating agents and media rep-
resentatives experienced the
Kingdom of Bahrain’s national

carrier’s onboard product and
service offering, including the air-
line’s luxurious Falcon Gold
Lounge in Bahrain International
Airport, and visited Rotana’s sig-
nature properties in both Bahrain
and Jordan. 

Gulf Air connects Kuwait to
Bahrain with 37 direct weekly
flights and currently boasts a net-
work that serves 43 cities in 24
countries spanning three conti-
nents. Flights to/from Kuwait can
be booked online at gulfair.com
or by calling the airline’s 24 hour

Worldwide Contact Centre on
(+973) 17373737, or through any
Gulf Air sales office and approved
travel agencies.

Rotana Hotel Management
Corporation PJSC is a hotel man-
agement company in the Middle
East and Africa region. It has a
portfolio of 85 properties in 26
cities and operates four sub
brands which include Rotana
Hotels & Resorts, Centro Hotels
by Rotana, Rayhaan Hotels &
Resorts by Rotana and Arjaan
Hotel Apartments by Rotana.

Gulf Air and Rotana Hotels showcase
Bahrain and Jordan to Kuwait travel
agents and media representatives 

ART Rotana invites guests to experience a cozy blend of
tradition and modernity perfectly balanced within tran-
quil surroundings, soothing luxury and unparalleled

service. Art and creativity are at the heart and soul of this hotel,
and define its very existence. From the striking illuminated
arch adorning the hotel’s entrance and lobby to the exhilarat-
ing dancing fountain featuring a blend of music and lights, ART
Rotana stays true to its artistic roots and promises an all-inspir-
ing ambience. 

Conveniently located five minutes’ drive from Bahrain
International Airport and only 15 minutes from the city center,
ART Rotana caters to the growing needs of the global traveler
and complements the vibrancy
and sophistication of Bahrain’s
tourism and hospitality sector.
The hotel features 311 striking
sea-view rooms and suites with
an inviting, minimalist decor that
embraces warm, earthly colour
combinations. Comfortable inte-
riors, panoramic views and
ample in-room services and
amenities make this a haven for business travelers, residents,
families and holiday makers looking for the calm, coziness and
relaxation of homely living combined with five-star luxury.

The choice of leisure facilities at ART Rotana are equal to
none and have been designed to suit all requirements, be it
the need for some family fun or the desire to relax, rejuvenate
and detach. The hotel features 3 outdoor swimming pools, a
private pristine beach with recreational and water-sport activi-
ties, a colorful fun-packed children’s waterpark and the kids-
only supervised Flippers’ Kids Club and Waterpark with daily
fun group activities for children of all ages.

The hotel’s Bodylines Fitness and Wellness Club offer the
ultimate escape; a variety of treatments for men and women,
from full-body aromatic massages to replenishing cleansing

scrubs as well as a state-of-the-art, fully-fledged  gymnasium
with professional instructors which reflects the hotel’s focus on
providing guests with all the conveniences of five-star living.

ART Rotana’s Food and Beverage outlets have been tasteful-
ly inspired to suit every palette. The hotel’s all-day dining ven-
ue - ‘Choices’ - is one of the most intriguingly-designed spaces
featuring wooden-curved interiors, arched ceilings, panoramic
windows that draw in plenty of natural light and a large out-
door seating area. Choices serves breakfast, lunch and dinner
buffets with a variety of culinary delights from across the
world, showcasing an authentic Asian, Western and Middle
Eastern flair. 

‘Flames’ is a magnet for
guests wishing to enjoy succu-
lent seafood creations and tradi-
tional steakhouse dishes within a
contemporary, elegant ambi-
ence. The restaurant is spacious
and airy with its own bar and ter-
race that overlook the dancing
fountain. High-back chairs, tall
ceilings and special decorative

touches give this venue its wonderfully relaxed environment.
‘WU’, (Opening soon) ART Rotana’s stylish yet casual beach

outlet features a DJ and live music as well as an outdoor
lounge where guests can chill to the rhythms under the stars
whilst enjoying a snack and a sheesha. WU serves a combina-
tion of dishes from Singapore, China, Thailand, Japan and
Korea. The seasonal ingredients which embody the essence of
the Asian and Far Eastern culinary worlds are fused to create
mouth-watering dishes perfect for sharing with friends.

‘Rosso’ is a rustic Italian restaurant offering a wide selection
of authentic dishes, freshly-made pastas and hand-stretched
pizzas baked in a traditional pizza oven. The warm, friendly
environment of Rosso with its indoor and outdoor dining areas
and ease of access to the adult and kids pools, make this an

ideal dining location for families where children will most cer-
tainly be entertained by the dough-throwing and pizza-mak-
ing tricks performed by the chefs. 

‘Cellar 59’ is ART Rotana’s modern, casual bar renowned for
its worldly selection of beverages from the old and new, which
are greatly paired with a tapas-style menu. A DJ and lounge
music turn this venue into a great place to unwind and relax. 

‘The Gallery Lobby Lounge’ is centrally located at the heart
of the hotel and boasts a spacious seating area filled with natu-
ral sunlight that spills in from the surrounding floor-to-ceiling
windows. Wooden elements, natural colors and marble-floor-
ing all amplify the space and accent the sophistication of the
venue. Serving a selection of aromatic coffees, teas and snacks,
the Gallery Lobby Lounge is a true reflection of the hotel’s ele-
gance.  Lastly, ‘Patisserie Art’ is home to a wide selection of
home-made pastry creations baked fresh every day to satisfy
all tastes in addition to a big variety of mouthwatering
desserts.

Welcome to the Art of Hospitality

ART by
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Indonesian Muslim women offer prayers during the month of Ramadan at the Istiqlal mosque in Jakarta yesterday. More than 1.5 billion Muslims around the world celebrate the month with fast from dawn to dusk and conduct night
prayers.—AFP

Japan, famous for green tea, is welcoming artisanal
American coffee roaster Blue Bottle with long lines
that have at times meant a four-hour wait for a cup.

The company, which began in Oakland, California in 2002,
hopes its early popularity is more than a passing fad.
Japan’s consumer culture is littered with manias for
Western food imports: pancakes, popcorn, doughnuts,
even Taco Bell.

Success in Japan is important for Blue Bottle, which
operates 17 cafes in the San Francisco Bay area, New York
and Los Angeles. Japan is its first foray outside of the US
Blue Bottle raised nearly $26 million last year to invest in
expansion, including financing from Silicon Valley execu-
tives, setting the stage for a test of whether an artsy gour-
met coffee chain can go big.

Founder James Freeman, a musician, was inspired by
Japan’s old-style “kissaten” coffee-shops: tiny dimly-lit
establishments, with good music and a barista behind a
wooden counter. Think places for quiet serious thinking
and real drip coffee, not sweet, frivolous drinks. “We care
about every part of the coffee. We call it from seed to cup,”
said Saki Igawa, the business operations manager for Blue
Bottle in Japan.

Attention to detail that dovetails with aspects of
Japanese culture accounts for part of the coffee chain’s ear-
ly popularity. The spread of Starbucks internationally,
which has created a cookie-cutter coffee culture that some
people want to trade up from, is another factor. Blue Bottle
is also benefiting from the image problems in Japan of fast
food chains and highly processed foods.

“It’s a new era in eating out,” said food industry consult-
ant Jotaro Fujii who contends that Blue Bottle’s arrival and
the decline of McDonald’s in Japan is part of a bigger trend
of consumer interest in the safety and quality of the entire
food supply chain. McDonald’s is suffering declining popu-
larity in Japan, a problem exacerbated after plastic pieces,
and even a tooth, was found in its food last year, setting off
outrage among consumers.

Upscale burger chain Shake Shack, which started as a
hot dog stand in New York, is expected to arrive in Japan
soon, said Fujii. Such chains, including Blue Bottle, are likely
to aim for 50 or at most 100 outlets in Japan, not the thou-
sands that fast-food eateries, such as McDonald’s, has
achieved here, he said. Instead, they will focus on fortifying
a brand image, which can lead to other kinds of lucrative
businesses. Although the prevalent image of Japan might
be tea, it has long had plenty of affection for coffee.

Manga-kissa
Starbucks has been a hit since arriving in 1995. It now

has more than 1,000 shops in Japan. Not a single prefec-
ture (state) is without a Starbucks with one opening in
holdout Tottori Prefecture this month - not surprisingly,
welcomed with long lines. Even convenience stores are
serving freshly brewed coffee. Japan also invented “manga-
kissa,” or a cafe-cum-library, where you can curl up with a
comic book and sip on coffee for hours.

Such newcomers have hammered the once
omnipresent kissaten. Their numbers have dropped by half
from the 1980s, or to 77,000 in 2009, according to a
Japanese government study. But Blue Bottle’s popularity is
part of a rediscovery of cafes serving carefully prepared,
quality coffee, a trend already long evident in the US. Blue
Bottle’s first Japan shop, which has a roaster, is in Kiyosumi,
an older part of Tokyo, chosen because it reminded
Freeman, the founder, of Oakland. It opened in February.
The second shop, in a backstreet of Tokyo’s fashionable
Omotesando, opened in March.

Fragrant aroma
A third, likely opening later this year in Tokyo’s

Daikanyama shopping area, will feature a menu that
reflects Blue Bottle’s recent acquisition of San Francisco-
based Tartine Bakery, which serves croissants, sandwiches
and pastries. Blends such as “Giant Steps,” combining
African and Indonesian-grown beans for a chocolate taste,
sell for 450 yen ($3.75) a cup. A latte costs 520 yen ($4.30).
On a recent day, the Blue Bottle shop in Kiyosumi, Tokyo,
was filled with sunlight pouring through huge windows,
the hum of a giant roaster, the fragrant aroma of fresh cof-
fee and a crowd of people.

Takuya Nakagawa, a 39-year-old hairdresser, who came
all the way from rural Toyama Prefecture (state), was
impressed with the coffee’s taste and the store’s stylish
stark decor. He bought granola and coffee beans as sou-
venir gifts. “I just love the taste,” he said. “This kind of place
doesn’t exist in Toyama.” True to its inspiration, Blue Bottle
is learning from Japan, said Andrew Smith, 29, of San
Francisco, a barista and one of three Americans who came
to work for the chain in Japan.”People here have different
ways of conceptualizing about coffee so they taste things
differently,” Smith said. “They are looking for different kinds
of things in coffee. And that is a fun way to learn how
everyone in the world perceives coffee differently.”—AP

A barista brews coffee at a Blue Bottle Coffee shop in Tokyo.—AP photos

Coffee beans are roasted by an employee of Blue Bottle Coffee Inc. A barista brews coffee. Baristas make coffee at a Blue Bottle Coffee shop.

Artsy coffee
Blue Bottle brews long queues in Tokyo 

Michael Lin, 35, right, and Emily Chiu, 33, left, both
travelers from Taipei, speak during an interview.

Saki Igawa, business operations manager of Blue Bottle
Coffee Inc.
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