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Farah denies doping
LONDON: Britain’s double Olympic champion Mo Farah has denied
ever taking performance-enhancing drugs and said rumors and
speculation over his career after the revelation that he missed two
drugs tests “are completely false”.

The 32-year-old has been under the spotlight since his coach
Alberto Salazar was accused of violating anti-doping rules in a BBC
documentary earlier this month.

This week Britain’s Daily Mail reported that Farah had missed two
out-of-competition doping tests in 2010 and 2011. At the time, the
rules meant that a third missed test within an 18-month period (now
reduced to 12) would almost certainly have resulted in a ban that
would have probably ruled him out of the London 2012 Olympic
Games, where he won gold in the 5,000 and 10,000 metres.

“I have never taken performance-enhancing drugs in my life and
I never will,” Farah said in a statement published on his Facebook
page yesterday.

“Over the course of my career I have taken hundreds of drugs
tests and every single one has been negative. “I’ve fully explained
the only two tests in my career that I have ever missed, which the
authorities understood, and there was never any suggestion that
these were anything more than simple mistakes.”

American Salazar, who has worked as a consultant for British
Athletics since 2013, has denied the allegations, saying the BBC and
U.S. website ProPublica had engaged in “inaccurate and unfounded
journalism”. Farah, who was not accused of any wrongdoing in the
BBC documentary, withdrew from a Diamond League meeting in
Birmingham earlier this month after expressing anger over the alle-
gations made about Salazar.

Farah was upset his name had “been dragged through the mud”
and said he would seek assurances from Salazar, with whom he has
worked since 2011.

“As I made clear, I went to Portland to speak to Alberto Salazar
and demand answers,” Farah said. “He reassured me that the claims
are false and that he will soon be providing evidence to make that
clear. Until then I will not be commenting further on the allega-
tions.”

UK Athletics are currently conducting a formal review into the
relationship between Salazar and Farah, which is expected to be
completed by the first week in August.

Farah announced on Wednesday he will return to com-
petitive action at the Monaco Diamond League meeting on
July 17.—Reuters

SPIELBERG: Earl Bamber’s immediate focus, only days after
winning the Le Mans 24 Hours with Porsche, was to get to
grips with his washing.

While German team mate Nico Hulkenberg got back into
the Formula One groove, proudly showing off his trophy at
the Austrian Grand Prix, Bamber was enjoying a few days at
home in Kuala Lumpur. “Hopefully with this win it makes it a
little easier to find more drives and keep racing. I hope that’s
one thing that will change a lot,” the 24-year-old driver told
Reuters in a telephone interview.

“But in terms of driving racing cars, it doesn’t change any-
thing. I’ve got a lot to learn. I just want to keep learning and
battling. “And after two months of intense work, it’s just nice
to come home and do the washing and do some cooking and
cleaning at home. It’s nice to come back to a normal lifestyle.”

Bamber’s achievement, as part of the least-experienced of
the three Porsche factory crews with Hulkenberg and Britain’s
Nick Tandy, made him only the third New Zealander to win Le
Mans.

The other two, as Ford team mates in 1966, were Bruce
McLaren and Chris Amon. But while Hulkenberg hit the head-
lines as the most famous name in the winning threesome,
Bamber’s story is more exotic and more heart-warming as the
story of a triumph against the odds.

The man who grew up on a farm in Wanganui is a winner
who got to the top on talent, rather than money, and with a
bizarre detour through Inner Mongolia.

Bamber had contested several rounds of the now-defunct
A1 Grand Prix single-seater series for the New Zealand team
and in 2010, without a drive, turned up in the Inner
Mongolian city of Ordos to commentate on a SuperLeague
Formula race.

‘Crazy weekends’
When Portuguese driver Alvaro Parente forgot to apply for

a Chinese visa, Bamber was in the right place at the right time.
He borrowed a race suit, gloves, helmet, boots and a head
and neck support device and finished third in the first race

before winning the final to pocket a 100,000 euros
($113,050.00) cheque.

The following weekend he was racing again on the streets
of Beijing and collected another similar amount. “It was just a
great two weekends and kept me on the map.  Stories like
that are completely crazy,” said Bamber, who went on to win
the Porsche Carrera Cup Asia with the Malaysian Nexus
Racing team. That led to an invitation to compete for a
Porsche international cup scholarship shootout, which he also
won to secure funding for an entry into the Porsche
Supercup-a support series at Formula One weekends.

Last year, he won that as well and joined the factory line-
up. “It’s a real credit to Porsche that you don’t need the
biggest budget to succeed. I almost started right from the
bottom,” said Bamber.

“The first year (in Carrera Cup) we didn’t have enough
money to buy the full allocation of tyres, so we had to some-
times use second hand tyres and we didn’t have brake sen-
sors on the car.” —Reuters

Bamber back to basics after Le Mans high

SPIELBERG: Ferrari team chief Maurizio
Arrivabene did not know if he should
laugh or cry yesterday when he
escaped unscathed from a near-miss in
the pit lane, and then saw Sebastian
Vettel top the times in second practice
at the Austrian Grand Prix.

On an incident-filled day, the four-
time champion had been slowest and
last in the morning due to gearbox
problems, but bounced back in the
afternoon with the fastest lap, before
stopping again.

Arrivabene, regarded as one of the
paddock’s coolest characters, could
only shrug. It had been one of those
days for him, Ferrari and Vettel.

The German’s lap was enough for
him to wind up 0.011 seconds quicker
than nearest r ival  Nico Rosberg of
Mercedes on a cool, cloudy and unpre-
dictable afternoon at the Red Bull Ring
as Ferrari upstaged their rivals, Kimi
Raikkonen clocking the third-best time
in the second Ferrari.

Rosberg, who won last year’s race to
stimulate a mid-season surge of good

form, conceded that Ferrari’s speed
was a threat to champions Mercedes’
continued supremacy. 

Team-mate and defending champi-
on Lewis Hamilton struggled to fifth.
“We are always worried about them as
they are our closest rival,” said Rosberg.
“But here on this track, it is a very short
lap time so everyone is going to be
closer. They seem quick. Very close,
too.”

Vettel was quick to play down any
hopes of glory for Ferrari, saying: “It is
too early to say anything and I don’t
think we have closed the gap so much,
but let’s see.

“It is always difficult to say. Usually,
they are always able to make a step
overnight, but hopefully we can stick
with them and put pressure on them
tomorrow.”

Vettel said his gearbox problems
were not related. “We had an issue with
the gearbox this afternoon, some of the
sensors switched into alert mode and
we slowed down.

“We will have a close look. We don’t

know yet what’s the problem, but it
seems unrelated from this morning.
“This is a circuit where it’s important to
have a rhythm and it helps the more
laps you do. Unfortunately we couldn’t
do as many as we wanted.”

Few drivers found a rhythm with
most finding it difficult to ‘warm up’
their tyres in the cool temperatures in
the Styrian Alps and Hamilton deliv-
ered an untypical series of ragged laps.

“It has been okay,” he said with a
grin. “Not the best of days, but the car
has been great. It’s just the track-there
is not a lot of grip here.”

Arrivabene was fortunate that he
found enough grip to avoid an acci-
dent after stepping in front of  an
oncoming car-without turning to look-
during the opening session.

Luckily, for him, his friend Felipe
Massa saw him and swift ly hit  the
brakes on his Williams, stopping just a
metre from the bearded Italian as he
strode into the road. A rueful grin and a
thumbs up followed. “It was pretty
close,” said the Brazilian. —AFP

Vettel fastest despite 
gearbox problems

AUSTRIA: Ferrari driver Sebastian Vettel of Germany steers his car during the second training session at the race track prior to
the Formula One Grand Prix, at the Red Bull Ring in Spielberg, southern Austria. —AP
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