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LOS ANGELES: California state officials
released reports Thursday detailing six
accidents that involved self-driving car
prototypes, reversing a policy that shield-
ed details of how the next-generation
technology is performing during testing
on public roads.

The disclosure came after The
Associated Press argued to the
Department of Motor Vehicles that the
agency was improperly withholding the
information.

According to the reports, most of the
cars were in self-driving mode when the
accidents happened, and the other driver
caused the accident. None of the crashes
was serious enough to cause injuries,
either to the person the state requires to
sit behind the wheel or people in the oth-
er cars.

The DMV’s refusal to release the
reports bothered critics, who said the
public should know how the cars of the
future were faring today.

“The more transparent the govern-
ment is about self-driving vehicle acci-
dents, the more credibility the govern-
ment will have when it comes time to
decide - yes or no - on whether to OK the
sale and licensing of self-driving cars,”
said Peter Scheer, executive director of
the First Amendment Coalition.

Until now, the agency said it could not
reveal details about self-driving car acci-
dents, citing state law making collision
reports confidential.

After the DMV denied a public records
request, AP argued that the agency was
incorrectly interpreting the confidentiali-
ty requirement. The news organization
also said the public has an interest in
understanding how these experimental
vehicles are performing.

“Unlocking these records and sharing
them with the public are in keeping with
AP’s longstanding efforts nationwide to
bring about greater transparency in gov-
ernment agencies,” AP spokesman Paul

Colford said. Led by Google, self-driving
cars have been running on public roads
since 2009. It was only in September,
however, that the DMV officially began
permitting the testing - and requiring
companies to file accident reports and
until now, the agency wouldn’t release
those reports.

On Thursday, the DMV said it had
reviewed the request and determined
they could release the reports as long as
personal information such as the drivers’
names is blacked out.

The companies that operated the cars
- tech titan Google and parts supplier
Delphi Automotive - submitted their own
accounts of the accidents. Police have
confirmed investigating only the Delphi
crash. While eight companies have per-
mission to test 82 self-driving cars in
California, Google has driven the most
miles (about 1.8 million) and licensed the
most prototypes (48).

MORE OPEN
After several years of revealing little

about crashes, Google has in recent
weeks become more open about their
number and nature.

After AP reported last month that
there had been three Google accidents
and one Delphi accident, Google self-dri-
ving car project leader Chris Urmson
revealed in a blog post that its cars had
been involved in eight other accidents
between 2010 and July 2014.

DMV officials had not been aware of
those eight until an April conference call
with Google, agency spokeswoman
Jessica Gonzalez said.

In California, a driver is required to
report to the DMV any accident involving
more than $750 of damage. A Google
spokeswoman could not say whether the
company had filed DMV reports on any
of the initial eight accidents, and said she
could not provide damage estimates
because repairs were done in-house,

without a bill. The DMV said it could not
search its records for earlier reports with-
out date and location information that
Google has provided to neither AP nor
the agency. At Google’s annual share-
holders meeting earlier this month, co-
founder Sergey Brin told a longtime critic
with the nonprofit Consumer Watchdog
that releasing accident reports would
serve no purpose because Urmson’s blog
post detailed the accidents. Two days lat-
er, Google launched a website which
offered short narratives describing each
collision. The documents that the DMV
released Thursday offered few new
details, other than the date and time of
the accidents and the make and model of
the other cars.

According to the reports, five acci-
dents involved Lexus SUVs that Google
outfitted with sensors and cameras. The
sixth involved an Audi retrofitted by
Delphi. All were in the Silicon Valley cities
of Mountain View or Palo Alto.

In four Google accidents, the Lexus
was in self-driving mode. In the fifth, the
SUV began braking when it sensed a
2015 Audi S6 had run a stop sign and was
about to hit it; the Google employee
behind the wheel took control just
before the Audi hit the Lexus’ right rear.

The Delphi car was struck as it waited
at an intersection. It is hard to know for
sure how typical Google’s experience is.
With four accidents in the past approxi-
mately 100,000 miles, the recent accident
rate appears to be higher than the
reported national average. About 0.3
“property-damage-only crashes” happen
per 100,000 miles driven, according to
the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration. Google officials have said
they are proud of the safety record.
Noting that as many as 5 million minor
accidents are not reported to authorities
each year, they conclude that the cluster
in recent months reflects the true rate at
which fender benders happen.—AP

CALIFORNIA: In this Sept. 25, 2012, file photo, California Gov. Jerry Brown (front left) rides in a driverless car to a bill
signing at Google headquarters in Mountain View.—AP
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SALT LAKE CITY: One Utah university is giving students
glued to their cellphones a place to call their own: a desig-
nated lane for texting while walking.

The neon green lanes painted on the stairs to the gym
at Utah Valley University were intended as a lighthearted
way to brighten up the space and get students’ attention,
spokeswoman Melinda Colton said Thursday. And it
worked. A picture of the lanes - which divide the stairs into
sections for runners, walkers and texters - created wide-
spread buzz on social media this month after it was posted
online.

Though the lanes are limited to the school’s recreation
center, 22-year-old student Tasia Briggs wouldn’t mind
seeing them catch on across campus.

“There’s nothing worse than walking behind someone
who’s texting, and you can’t get around them and go any-
where,” Briggs said. She added smartphone messaging -
whether through texts, Twitter, Snapchat or Instagram - is
a big part of how her generation communicates, and it’s
cool to see the college acknowledge it.

Utah Valley University is in Orem, 40 miles south of Salt
Lake City, and has an enrollment of about 31,000. Student
Chelsea Meza, 22, says the lanes touch on a cultural reality
in an age of ubiquitous cellphones. “It’s kind of funny. You
walk down the hallway and instead of saying hi, everyone
is walking and texting,” she said. Though the lanes weren’t
designed to curb a texting problem on campus, about half
of students who see the lanes really use them, Meza said.

Though Colton says she hasn’t heard of the concept at
any other colleges, it’s not the first time anywhere that it’s
been tried.

The Chinese city of Chongqing last year created a
smartphone sidewalk lane that was intended to be ironic
while also reminding people that staring at phones while
on the go can be dangerous.

Officials said they got the idea from a similar stretch of
pavement in Washington, D.C., created by National
Geographic Television as part of a behavior experiment.
The smartphone lanes attracted attention there too, but
people using their phones generally didn’t notice them.

At Utah Valley University, the idea came from a group of
students and staff who wanted to spice up a gray staircase
in the new Student Life & Wellness Center, said Sam
Hadlock, a student designer on the team. The typographic
design installed June 7 was a favorite of student govern-
ment leaders. The concept is a bit different from the red-
brick-and-ivy aesthetic typically associated with university
campuses, said Hadlock, a 26-year-old recent graduate. “I
think it’s fun, and great to see current design on a universi-
ty campus,” he said.—AP

‘Texting lane’

for walkers

UTAH: Utah Valley University students walk along the
bright green lanes painted on the stairs to the gym. —AP


