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CHARLESTON, SC: A 21-year-old white man
confessed to shooting dead nine black peo-
ple at a historic South Carolina church, and
hoped his actions would start a race war in
the United States, CNN reported on Friday,
citing unnamed law enforcement officials.

Charleston Police spokesman Charles
Francis declined to comment on the reports
of a confession. Dylann Roof is due to face a
bail hearing later, where he will appear by
video link from the Charleston-area deten-
tion center, to which he was brought by
police following his arrest in North Carolina,
220 miles (354 km) north of the nearly 200-
year-old Emanuel African Methodist
Episcopal Church.

US officials are investigating Roof’s attack,
in which four ministers were killed including
a Democratic state senator, as a hate crime. It
comes in a year of turmoil in the United
States, where police killings of several
unarmed black men has provoked angry
national debates about race relations, polic-
ing and the criminal justice system.

Roof had intended to set off new racial
confrontations with his attack, CNN reported,

citing a law enforcement source. The report
could not be immediately confirmed. South
Carolina Governor Nikki Haley told NBC’s
“Today” show on Friday that she would pre-
fer to see Roof tried on state charges and
believed state prosecutors should pursue a
death sentence. “This is an absolute hate
crime,” Haley said. “We’ve been talking with
the investigators because we’ve been going
through the interviews, they said they looked
pure evil in the eye.”

South Carolina is one of just five US states
that does not have a hate crime law, which
typically imposes additional penalties on
crimes committed because of a victim’s race,
gender or sexual orientation. President
Barack Obama said Thursday the attack
stirred up “a dark part” of US history and illus-
trated the continuing dangers of the nation’s
liberal gun laws, which gun-rights supporters
say are protected by the Second
Amendment of the US  Constitution.

The church, known as “Mother Emanuel,”
was founded in the early 19th century by
black worshippers who were limited in how
they could practice their faith at white-domi-

nated churches.  Burned to the ground in the
late 1820s when one of its founders drafted
plans for a slave revolt, the church was later
rebuilt. Compounding anger over the inci-
dent, the South Carolina capital continues to
fly the Confederate battle flag, that was the
symbol of the pro-slavery South during the
US Civil War.

In addition to the church’s leader and
Democratic state Senator Clementa
Pinckney, other victims included three pas-
tors - DePayne Middleton Doctor, 49;
Sharonda Coleman Singleton, 45; and
Reverend Daniel Simmons, 74. Also killed
were Cynthia Hurd, 54, a public library
employee; Susie Jackson, 87; Ethel Lance, 70;
Tywanza Sanders, 26; and Myra Thompson
59, an associate pastor at the church, accord-
ing to the county coroner.

Area residents, including a group of nuns,
filed past the historic church early Friday that
was the site of Wednesday’s shooting. Many
tearfully offered prayers and left flowers near
the line of yellow police tape, behind which
law enforcement agents continued to gather
evidence. — Reuters
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CHARLESTON: Shooting suspect Dylann Storm Roof (second from left) is escorted from the Shelby Police Department in
Shelby, NC, on Thursday.— AP
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It’s a bizarre idea that everyone should have their right to arms,”
said Marina, the daughter of former Prime Minister Mahathir
Mohamad.

Indian writer and documentary filmmaker Sohail Hashm said the
American gun culture was linked to racial discrimination and
America’s insistence on being the global policeman. “Everybody (in
America) loves to have guns. This is the dominant culture because
this is what they have built,” Hashmi said. “And with guns available
so freely, is it any surprise that such incidents happen?” In China, the
official Xinhua News Agency said the violence in South Carolina “mir-
rors the US government’s inaction on rampant gun violence as well
as the growing racial hatred in the country.”

“Unless US President Barack Obama’s government really reflects
on his country’s deep-rooted issues like racial discrimination and
social inequality and takes concrete actions on gun control, such
tragedy will hardly be prevented from happening again,” Xinhua
said in an editorial. On China’s Twitter-like Weibo microblogging
service, some users compared the United States to lawless Somalia
and said racial discrimination was fueling violence and high crime
rates.  Many reflected the official view that gun ownership and vio-
lent crime are byproducts of Western-style democratic freedoms
that are not only unsuited to China but potentially disastrous.

Recalling the recent killings of Chinese and other foreign stu-
dents in the US, office worker Xie Yan said he was still eager to visit
the US, but would be “extremely careful” there. Xie said he had heard
much about racism in the US, but was uncertain about the underly-
ing dynamics. “We tend to see the US as a violent place, but I don’t
think we understand a lot about racism there. Chinese are free to
study, visit and live there so it doesn’t feel like we’re discriminated
against,” Xu said while waiting for a train on Beijing’s busy subway
line 1. Like Australia, China has had its problems with racial and eth-
nic discrimination. China is overwhelmingly dominated by one eth-
nic group, the Han, and activists decry the lack of awareness about
discrimination in jobs and housing faced by minorities such as
Tibetans and Turkic Muslim Uighurs from the northwest. Chinese
police have been accused of heavy-handed tactics against those
labeled separatists or terrorists, although such measures appear to
be supported by most Chinese.

In Japan, discrimination tends to be based less on skin color than
on national origin, resulting in biases against Chinese and Koreans,
said Hiroko Takimoto, 41, a patent attorney in Tokyo. Racially moti-
vated killings are “simply something Japanese as a people cannot
understand,” she said. Yukari Kato, vice president of the company
Ryugaku Journal that assists Japanese students on overseas pro-
grams, including about 2,000 in the US, said violence there was noth-
ing new and most of the country remained perfectly safe. “It’s no dif-
ferent from Japan. There are places where you can become a victim
of crime. You just have to be prepared to defend yourself,” she said.

However, Yuka Christine Koshino, 21, a political science student
at Tokyo’s Keio University, said she was devastated by the shootings,
particularly after having participated in racism awareness campaigns
while studying at the University of California, Berkeley. Those interac-
tions had given her hope that the situation was improving. The
shootings “shocked me,” said Koshino. Chairman of the Philippine
Alliance of Human Rights Advocates Max de Mesa shared the senti-
ment of civil rights activists in South Carolina who pointed out that
the Confederate battle flag, the symbol of pro-slavery South during
the Civil War, continued to fly over the state even as it mourned for
the nine people killed.—AP 
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Bowing and prostration are also essen-

tial parts of the ritual prayer, and these pos-
tures are reserved for no other being but
God as a tribute to His supremacy, power
and majesty. After invoking blessings on
God’s righteous servants, especially
Muhammad and Abraham, the prayer ends
with a greeting of peace. Habitual daily
prayers nourish the soul, strengthen the
will and revitalize the spirit. They are the
mainstay of the Muslim’s faith.

In addition to the ritual prayer, the
Muslims engage often in remembrance of
God and supplication, which differs from
ritual prayer in that it can be offered at any
time and in any form.  It is a spontaneous

prayer from the heart of a believer at any
moment during his life - in times of need, in
moments of joy, during reflection or strenu-
ous effort.  It is informal communication
with God, a “spiritual snack” between the
ritual prayers.

In addition to the five daily prayers,
there are optional congregational prayers
at night, which are called Taraweeh prayers
during Ramadan. The Muslim increases the
number of daily ritual prayers and supplica-
tions during this time.  Qiyamul-layl is
prayer that is performed particularly during
the last one-third of the night. These night
prayers become especially important dur-
ing the last ten nights of the month as
Muslims anticipate Lailat-ul-Qadr, or the

“Night of Destiny.” It is said to be worth a
thousand months in merit (Quran 97:1-5).  

It is on the Night of Destiny that the
Quran was first revealed.  No one knows
exactly which night it falls on so prayers are
conducted late into the night for all of the
last then days. Attendance at designated
neighborhood mosques is high, and atten-
dance at the Grand Mosque in Kuwait City
reaches about 30,000 during these days.
God instructs us in the Quran to “establish
prayer for My remembrance” (20:14).  Just
as there is a “minimum daily allowance” of
calories, vitamins and minerals for a healthy
body, the five prayers can be considered
the minimum daily allowance of communi-
cation with God for a healthy spirit.  
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Iraq, Pakistan, Afghanistan, India and Nigeria accounted for
more than 60 percent of the attacks and, if Syria is included, rough-
ly 80 percent of the fatalities, the report found. The rise in kidnap-
pings is mainly attributable to sharp increases in mass abductions
by terrorist groups in Syria, notably the Islamic State and the Al-
Qaeda-linked Al-Nusra Front. In Nigeria, Boko Haram was responsi-
ble for most, if not all, of the nearly 1,300 abductions in 2014,
including several hundred girls from a school in Chibok. By con-
trast, fewer than 100 terror-related kidnappings were reported in
Nigeria in 2013, according to the report.

Yesterday’s report noted the “unprecedented seizure” of territo-
ry in Iraq and Syria by the Islamic State in 2014 along with its con-
tinued demonstrated ability to recruit foreign fighters to join its
cause and the emergence of self-proclaimed affiliates notably in
Libya, Egypt and Nigeria. It also pointed out a rise in the number of
so-called “lone wolf” attacks in the West and the use of more
extreme methods of violence by terrorists to repress and frighten
communities under their control. At the same time, the report said
regional and international efforts to counter the Islamic State and
other groups were starting to make inroads.— AP


