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BEIJING: Cameroon Prime Minister Philemon Yang (left) is welcomed by Chinese President Xi Jinping before their meet-
ing at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing yesterday. Yang is on a visit to China from June 17 to 21. —AP

KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia: Pirates
who hijacked a Malaysian oil tanker last
week have fled on the ship’s lifeboat
after being pursued by a Malaysian navy
ship, an official said yesterday.

Navy chief Abdul Aziz Jaafar said the
eight pirates, believed to be
Indonesians, abandoned the MT Orkim
Harmony late Thursday. All 22 crew
members are safe except for an
Indonesian cook who was shot in the
thigh, Abdul Aziz tweeted.

The ship is sailing to Malaysia’s north-
ern Kuantan port, escorted by a naval
ship, he said. Abdul Aziz said Vietnam
had arrested eight men on a life raft
who claimed to be from a fishing boat
that sank, and that Malaysian authorities
are investigating whether they are the
hijackers. The tanker, carrying 7.5 million
liters (2 million gallons) of gasoline
worth 21 million ringgit ($5.7 million),

was headed to Kuantan when communi-
cations were lost June 11. The crew con-
sists of 16 Malaysians, five Indonesians
and a Myanmar national. The Malaysian
Maritime Enforcement Agency said earli-
er that the ship was located in waters off
southern Vietnam late Wednesday and
had been repainted black from blue.
Abdul Aziz also tweeted pictures of the
tanker, showing some letters of the
name of the ship painted over to give it
a new name, “Kim Harmon.”

Abdul Aziz said the pirates had
warned the navy ship tailing the tanker
to stay at a distance or they would harm
the crew. He said the captain of the
tanker waited for five hours to inform
the navy ship  after the pirates fled
because they took his family’s home
address and threatened to harm them.

He said the pirates were armed with
pistols and machetes and spoke with

Indonesian accents. The maritime
agency said the hijacking was believed
to be the work of a syndicate targeting
vessels for their cargos of fuel. It said this
was the fifth theft in waters off southern
Malaysia this year.

It was the second tanker hijacked this
month. Another Malaysian tanker carry-
ing diesel fuel was hijacked June 4 in the
same area and was released after its fuel
was siphoned off. Maritime officials have
said it is more difficult to steal gasoline
because it is highly flammable and
requires special safety equipment.

The International Maritime Bureau
says attacks against small tankers off
Southeast Asia’s coasts have been rising
since last year. Pirates have been partic-
ularly active near Indonesia’s Bintan
island and in the South China Sea,
where 11 vessels were hijacked last year,
the bureau said. —AP
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BEIJING: Three Chinese rights activists on trial for distributing
books advocating a peaceful end to dictatorships yesterday
dismissed their lawyers, bringing a halt to the proceedings.

The trial in the southern city of Guangzhou comes as
President Xi Jinping’s government has ratcheted up pressure
on dissent, wary of any organised challenge to the rule of the
Communist Party.

The activists, among them prominent human rights lawyer
Tang Jingling, were arrested last June for “inciting subver-
sion”, a charge that carries a maximum sentence of 15 years,
although lawyers expect they could face terms of up to five
years. Police accused Tang, 44, Yuan Xinting, 44, and Wang
Qingying, 31, of “publicly inciting others to participate in a
non-violent civil disobedience movement,” according to a
copy of the indictment published online by US-based rights
group Chinese Human Rights Defenders. The men distributed
books such as Gene Sharp’s “From Dictatorship to
Democracy” and “Self-Liberation”, police said, and accused
Tang of “instigating others to participate in the non-violent
‘Citizen Non-cooperation Movement’.”

Tang’s wife, Wang Yanfang, told Reuters that Tang dis-
missed his lawyers after the court rejected requests to call wit-
nesses and to keep Communist Party members off the bench,
causing the suspension of the trial.

The other two defendants followed suit, Wang added.
Telephone calls to the court, seeking comment, went unan-
swered.

Foreign diplomats were barred from the courthouse, said
Liu Zhengqing, one of Tang’s lawyers. The US Embassy said it
was “deeply concerned” about the trial and called for the
release of the activists.

Lawyers for the three men said they would enter not-guilty
pleas “because we can’t see what crimes they have commit-
ted”, Sui Muqing, a lawyer for Wang, told Reuters before the
trial. Tang was dismissed from his law firm after he gave legal
aid to villagers in Guangdong in 2005, as they sought to
remove an allegedly corrupt village leader.

Wang, who taught at a university in Guangdong, and Yuan,
who was formerly an editor, were both fired from their jobs
after they signed the “Charter 08” manifesto, Chinese Human
Rights Defenders said.

“Charter 08”, which called for democratic reforms to the
one-party state, was started by jailed Nobel Peace Prize
Laureate Liu Xiaobo. Tang, Wang and Yuan were taken into
custody in May 2014 and initially held for the crime of “caus-
ing a disturbance”. — Reuters
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China media calls HK opposition ‘destroyers’
BEIJING: Chinese state media lashed out
at Hong Kong’s opposition pro-democra-
cy lawmakers yesterday after the legisla-
ture in the financial hub vetoed a Beijing-
backed electoral reform package.

The rejection was a rare instance of
Hong Kong, the former British colony that
reverted to Chinese rule in 1997, voting so
heavily against a proposal endorsed by
China’s central legislature. The largely
rubber-stamp regional legislatures
around China would likely never reject an
order from Beijing to pass a bill, so the
Hong Kong veto is both a setback and an
embarrassment for the ruling Communist
Party.

Beijing had pressured and cajoled the

city’s pro-democracy lawmakers to back
the blueprint that would have allowed a
direct vote for the city’s next chief execu-
tive in 2017, but only among pre-
screened, pro-Beijing candidates. It had
been feared before the vote there could
be a repeat of pro-democracy protests
that shut down key areas of the city late
last year in what became one of the
biggest political challenges Communist
Party leaders had faced in decades.

“The conduct and deeds of the opposi-
tion faction show that they are disturbers
and destroyers in the process of the
democratization of Hong Kong,” the par-
ty’s official People’s Daily newspaper
wrote in a commentary in its overseas edi-

tion. “The goal of their veto of the univer-
sal suffrage bill is to contest the gover-
nance of Hong Kong by the central gov-
ernment, conspiring to turn Hong Kong
into an independent political entity,” it
wrote, referring to the 28 lawmakers who
voted against the proposal.

Hong Kong’s pro-democracy opposi-
tion calls Beijing’s proposal a “fake” dem-
ocratic model.

“All those who voted against the blue-
print might be cocky today, but they will
face the judgment of history and shoulder
the responsibility eventually,” influential
tabloid The Global Times, published by
the People’s Daily, said in an editorial in
its English-language edition.—Reuters

KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysian Muslims offer prayers on the
first Friday of the holy month of Ramadan in Kuala
Lumpur yesterday.—AFP


