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Photograph from the book ‘Voice of OUD’ by Jehan S Rajab (researched by Mahmoud Zakariy) shows tents of Bedouins out in the desert in 1940.

WASHINGTON: Kuwait has criticized the
United Nations for ‘abstention’ from includ-
ing Israel in its blacklist of parties that com-
mit flagrant and systematic breaches of
children’s rights. Kuwait’s Permanent
Delegate to the UN, Ambassador Mansour
Ayyad Al-Otaibi, who was addressing a
Security Council session late on Thursday,
said the Organization of Islamic
Cooperation’s Group examined a report by
the UN Secretary General that sheds light
on children’s conditions in regions of con-
flicts. Ambassador Al-Otaibi, who headed
the OIC group in the open-ended SC dis-
cussion on children and armed conflicts,
said the report affirmed Israel’s commit-
ment of grave violations of human and
child rights.  

The UN resolution to refrain from includ-
ing Israel in the blacklist of the parties that
perpetrate such breaches “regretfully con-
tradicts with the unbiased recommenda-
tions included in the report,” he said. This
decision puts into question the UN credibil-
ity and integrity and encourages Israel to

dodge punishment, he said. Israel had per-
petrated flagrant violations with utter neg-
ligence of the international law and with-
out any consideration to the Palestinian
people’s rights. The Israeli offensive on
Gaza in 2014 left 550 children dead and
3,370 handicapped, including 1,000
maimed for life. Up to 370,000 others need-
ed psychological treatment for war-caused
trauma.

He condemned Israel’s practices of
suppression such as establishment of the
“wall of racism” and continuous siege of
Gaza where residents have been strug-
gling to survive despite poverty, despera-
tion and scarce resources of necessities.
Al-Otaibi expressed the OIC group’s con-
cern at the continuous Israeli genocides
and heavy-handed acts  against  the
Palestinians, particularly the children who
have been targeted with lethal  acts ,
detention, interrogation, torture, and
whose educational and entertainment
facil it ies have been demolished. The
Kuwaiti diplomat praised the UN special

envoy for children and armed conflicts,
Leila Zerrouqi, especially her role in word-

ing the report that sheds light on plight of
children in conflicts’ regions.— KUNA

Kuwait blasts UN over Israel
Israel accused of grave violations of human and child rights

JERUSALEM: A Palestinian Muslim girl stands among worshipers praying inside the Dome
of the Rock at the Al-Aqsa Mosque compound in Jerusalem during the first Friday prayer
of the holy month of Ramadan yesterday. — AFP 


