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World shocked at enduring 
racism, gun violence in US

The ‘seeds of racism still remain’ 
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BEIJING: Often the target of US human rights
accusations, China wasted little time returning
such charges following the shooting at a historic
black church in South Carolina that left nine
people dead. Elsewhere, the attack renewed per-
ceptions that Americans have too many guns
and have yet to overcome racial tensions. Some
said the attack reinforced their reservations
about personal security in the US - particularly as
a non-white foreigner - while others said they’d
still feel safe if they were to visit. 

Especially in Australia and northeast Asia,
where firearms are strictly controlled and gun
violence almost unheard of, many were baffled
by the determination among many Americans to
own guns despite repeated mass shootings,
such as the 2012 tragedy at Sandy Hook
Elementary School in Newtown, Connecticut,
where a gunman killed 20 children and six
adults. “We don’t understand America’s need for
guns,” said Philip Alpers, director of the
University of Sydney’s GunPolicy.org project that
compares gun laws across the world. 

“It is very puzzling for non Americans.” A
frontier nation like the US, Australia had a similar
attitude toward firearms prior to a 1996 mass
shooting that killed 35. Soon after, tight restric-
tions on gun ownership were imposed and no
such incidents have been reported since. Ahmad
Syafi’i Maarif, a prominent Indonesian intellectu-
al and former leader of Muhammadiyah, one of
the country’s two largest Muslim organizations,
said the tragedy shocked people everywhere.

“People all over the world believed that
racism had gone from the US when Barack
Obama was elected to lead the superpower,
twice,” he said. “But the Charleston shooting has
reminded us that in fact, the seeds of racism still
remain and were embedded in the hearts of
small communities there, and it can explode at
any time, like a terrorist act by an individual.” A
21-year-old white man, Dylann Storm Roof, is
accused of fatally shooting nine people at a
Bible study at the historically black Emanuel
African Methodist Episcopal Church in
Charleston, South Carolina. An acquaintance
said Roof had complained that “blacks were tak-
ing over the world.” Racially charged shootings
in the US have received widespread global
attention. Last August, protests erupted in
Ferguson, Missouri, after a white police officer
fatally shot an 18-year-old black man who was
unarmed. Prominent Malaysian social commen-
tator Marina Mahathir said many in her country
find it puzzling why the US government won’t
restrict gun ownership laws. The Second
Amendment of US Constitution protects the
right to keep and bear arms. “We are mystified
by the freedom of guns there. 
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Prayer & Ramadan
Ramadan Kareem

By Teresa Lesher

Another Ramadan has arrived and more than a billion
Muslims around the world abstain from food and
drink from dawn until dusk for an entire month.

While this is one of the main deeds that characterize Islam,
there is one that is superior to the month-long fast: it is the
habitual daily prayer.  The daily prayer is the most signifi-
cant act of a believer since, according to Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH), it is the deed most loved by God and
“Between man and non-belief is the abandonment of
prayer.”  

Prayer is an exercise that increases one’s self-discipline
and strengthens one’s faith by training him to look beyond
the illusive qualities of life on earth. There is a specific
sequence and method for the ritual prayer in Islam, which
is preceded with ablutions. Just as one would groom him-
self before meeting an important friend, ablutions prepare
the Muslim physically and mentally for his encounter with
God.  Every prayer starts with the first chapter from the
Holy Quran, which constitutes what could be called “the
Lord’s Prayer” in Islam.  

Continued on Page 14

KUWAIT: Kuwaitis shop at a market on the first day of the holy Muslim fasting month of Ramadan, in downtown Kuwait City. For
Muslims across the world, the beginning of the ninth month in the Muslim lunar calendar which marks the start of Ramadan is a
time for spiritual reflection, prayers and fasting. During Ramadan practicing Muslims do not eat, drink, smoke or have sex
between sunrise and sunset. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

35% spike in global
terror attacks 

WASHINGTON: Extremists in Iraq, Afghanistan and Nigeria unleashed a sav-
age rise in violence between 2013 and 2014, according to new statistics
released by the State Department. Attacks largely at the hands of the Islamic
State and Boko Haram raised the number of terror acts by more than a third,
nearly doubled the number of deaths and nearly tripled the number of kid-
nappings. The figures contained in the department’s annual global terrorism
report say that nearly 33,000 people were killed in almost 13,500 terrorist
attacks around the world in 2014. 

That’s up from just over 18,000 deaths in nearly 10,000 attacks in 2013, it
said. Twenty-four Americans were killed by extremists in 2014, the report said.
Abductions soared from 3,137 in 2013 to 9,428 in 2014, the report said. The
report attributes the rise in attacks to increased terror activity in Iraq,
Afghanistan and Nigeria and the sharp spike in deaths to a growth in excep-
tionally lethal attacks in those countries and elsewhere. There were 20 attacks
that killed more than 100 people each in 2014, compared to just two in 2013,
according to the figures. Among the 20 mass casualty attacks in 2014 were the
December attack by the Pakistani Taleban on a school in Peshawar, Pakistan
that killed at least 150 people and the June attack by Islamic State militants on
a prison in Mosul, Iraq, in which 670 Shiite prisoners died. At the end of 2014,
the prison attack was the deadliest terrorist operation in the world since Sept
11, 2001, according to the report. Terror attacks took place in 95 countries in
2014, but were concentrated in the Mideast, South Asia and west Africa. 
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