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World shocked at enduring 
racism, gun violence in US

The ‘seeds of racism still remain’ 
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BEIJING: Often the target of US human rights
accusations, China wasted little time returning
such charges following the shooting at a historic
black church in South Carolina that left nine
people dead. Elsewhere, the attack renewed per-
ceptions that Americans have too many guns
and have yet to overcome racial tensions. Some
said the attack reinforced their reservations
about personal security in the US - particularly as
a non-white foreigner - while others said they’d
still feel safe if they were to visit. 

Especially in Australia and northeast Asia,
where firearms are strictly controlled and gun
violence almost unheard of, many were baffled
by the determination among many Americans to
own guns despite repeated mass shootings,
such as the 2012 tragedy at Sandy Hook
Elementary School in Newtown, Connecticut,
where a gunman killed 20 children and six
adults. “We don’t understand America’s need for
guns,” said Philip Alpers, director of the
University of Sydney’s GunPolicy.org project that
compares gun laws across the world. 

“It is very puzzling for non Americans.” A
frontier nation like the US, Australia had a similar
attitude toward firearms prior to a 1996 mass
shooting that killed 35. Soon after, tight restric-
tions on gun ownership were imposed and no
such incidents have been reported since. Ahmad
Syafi’i Maarif, a prominent Indonesian intellectu-
al and former leader of Muhammadiyah, one of
the country’s two largest Muslim organizations,
said the tragedy shocked people everywhere.

“People all over the world believed that
racism had gone from the US when Barack
Obama was elected to lead the superpower,
twice,” he said. “But the Charleston shooting has
reminded us that in fact, the seeds of racism still
remain and were embedded in the hearts of
small communities there, and it can explode at
any time, like a terrorist act by an individual.” A
21-year-old white man, Dylann Storm Roof, is
accused of fatally shooting nine people at a
Bible study at the historically black Emanuel
African Methodist Episcopal Church in
Charleston, South Carolina. An acquaintance
said Roof had complained that “blacks were tak-
ing over the world.” Racially charged shootings
in the US have received widespread global
attention. Last August, protests erupted in
Ferguson, Missouri, after a white police officer
fatally shot an 18-year-old black man who was
unarmed. Prominent Malaysian social commen-
tator Marina Mahathir said many in her country
find it puzzling why the US government won’t
restrict gun ownership laws. The Second
Amendment of US Constitution protects the
right to keep and bear arms. “We are mystified
by the freedom of guns there. 

Continued on Page 14

Prayer & Ramadan
Ramadan Kareem

By Teresa Lesher

Another Ramadan has arrived and more than a billion
Muslims around the world abstain from food and
drink from dawn until dusk for an entire month.

While this is one of the main deeds that characterize Islam,
there is one that is superior to the month-long fast: it is the
habitual daily prayer.  The daily prayer is the most signifi-
cant act of a believer since, according to Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH), it is the deed most loved by God and
“Between man and non-belief is the abandonment of
prayer.”  

Prayer is an exercise that increases one’s self-discipline
and strengthens one’s faith by training him to look beyond
the illusive qualities of life on earth. There is a specific
sequence and method for the ritual prayer in Islam, which
is preceded with ablutions. Just as one would groom him-
self before meeting an important friend, ablutions prepare
the Muslim physically and mentally for his encounter with
God.  Every prayer starts with the first chapter from the
Holy Quran, which constitutes what could be called “the
Lord’s Prayer” in Islam.  

Continued on Page 14

KUWAIT: Kuwaitis shop at a market on the first day of the holy Muslim fasting month of Ramadan, in downtown Kuwait City. For
Muslims across the world, the beginning of the ninth month in the Muslim lunar calendar which marks the start of Ramadan is a
time for spiritual reflection, prayers and fasting. During Ramadan practicing Muslims do not eat, drink, smoke or have sex
between sunrise and sunset. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

35% spike in global
terror attacks 

WASHINGTON: Extremists in Iraq, Afghanistan and Nigeria unleashed a sav-
age rise in violence between 2013 and 2014, according to new statistics
released by the State Department. Attacks largely at the hands of the Islamic
State and Boko Haram raised the number of terror acts by more than a third,
nearly doubled the number of deaths and nearly tripled the number of kid-
nappings. The figures contained in the department’s annual global terrorism
report say that nearly 33,000 people were killed in almost 13,500 terrorist
attacks around the world in 2014. 

That’s up from just over 18,000 deaths in nearly 10,000 attacks in 2013, it
said. Twenty-four Americans were killed by extremists in 2014, the report said.
Abductions soared from 3,137 in 2013 to 9,428 in 2014, the report said. The
report attributes the rise in attacks to increased terror activity in Iraq,
Afghanistan and Nigeria and the sharp spike in deaths to a growth in excep-
tionally lethal attacks in those countries and elsewhere. There were 20 attacks
that killed more than 100 people each in 2014, compared to just two in 2013,
according to the figures. Among the 20 mass casualty attacks in 2014 were the
December attack by the Pakistani Taleban on a school in Peshawar, Pakistan
that killed at least 150 people and the June attack by Islamic State militants on
a prison in Mosul, Iraq, in which 670 Shiite prisoners died. At the end of 2014,
the prison attack was the deadliest terrorist operation in the world since Sept
11, 2001, according to the report. Terror attacks took place in 95 countries in
2014, but were concentrated in the Mideast, South Asia and west Africa. 

Continued on Page 14
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Sinking boat
rescued

By Hanan Al-Saadoun 

KUWAIT: Shuaiba Marine Rescue Team recently responded to
a distress call reporting water leaks inside a yacht near Julaiah
base. Security sources said the team rushed to the scene and
after seven hours managed to drain the water and tow the
yacht safely to harbor. 

Deadly fall
An Arab expat was recently killed when he tried to climb

out of a broken elevator in a Salmiya building. According to
Kuwait Fire Services Directorate rescue forces, they received a
report about a man trapped inside a malfunctioning elevator
and on rushing to the scene and opening the elevator, they
found that the man tried to climb out and fell to his death into
the elevator shaft. In a similar story, a citizen was trapped
inside a broken elevator, where he was rescued by Nuzha and
Shuhada firemen. 

Car crash
A man was trapped inside his wrecked vehicle following a

collision with another along Wafra highway, said security
sources noting that rescue forces had to cut some parts of the
vehicle to release the man. The man was rushed to the hospi-
tal for treatment. In another incident, a fire recently broke out
in a vehicle in Mahboula. Security sources reported that fire-
men rushed to the scene and managed to control the fire
without recording any casualties.  

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti  Minister of
Communications and of State for
Municipal Affairs Isa Al-Kandari and visit-
ing Iraqi Minister of Communications
Hassan Kathem Al-Rashed discussed on
Thursday several joint ventures in the
field of information and communication
technology. They also considered how
to develop and update services in the
fields of Internet and communication
networks in their countries, the Kuwaiti
Ministry of Communications said in a
statement. Both sides agreed to carry
out joint future projects between the
Kuwaiti and Iraqi ministries of communi-
cations, it added. The Iraqi minister
arrived here earlier on Wednesday for an
official visit to Kuwait. During his stay
here, he has met several senior Kuwaiti
officials and National Assembly Speaker
Marzouq Al-Ghanim. 

Kuwait -Kosovo 
In another development, Kuwait’s

Ambassador to Albania and the non-res-
ident envoy to Kosovo, Nejib
Abdulrahman Al-Bader, has received

Kreshnik Gashi, Kosovo’s foreign secre-
tary general, at the Kuwaiti embassy in
Tirana. Ambassador Al-Bader stated that
his talks with the secretary general dealt
with means of boosting bilateral rela-

tions, mutual cooperation at the politi-
cal, economic and cultural levels. Gashi
for his part affirmed his country’s keen-
ness on establishing cooperation with
Kuwait in various spheres.— Agencies 

Kuwait and Iraq eye joint 
communication ventures

Husband beats wife inside mall
KUWAIT: A citizen surprised everybody at a Salmiya shopping
mall when he charged and beat his own wife before fleeing
the scene. Case papers indicated that while strolling around
the mall, a female citizen noticed that her husband was fol-
lowing her to watch what she was doing. The wife got angry
and turned around shouting at her husband blaming him for
his mistrust, which angered him and he assaulted her and
quickly fled the scene when other shoppers and the mall
security started to interfere. A case was filed and the husband
is being summoned. In another case, eight young men were
recently arrested in Jahra for harassing female shoppers in a
famous shopping mall, said security sources. 

Police insulted
A traffic policeman recently filed a case against a female

citizen for insulting him in Salmiya. The policeman said he had
ticketed the driver for playing very loud music and this
angered the driver who started throwing insults at him. 

Bootleggers arrested
Two Asian men were recently arrested in Mubarak Al-

Kabeer with the possession of 95 homemade liquor bottles,
said security sources. Case papers indicated that a police
patrol suspected a car parked at a roundabout with two

Asians in it and when they were approached and asked about
the reason why they were there, they looked nervous. On
searching their vehicle, the police found the liquor.

‘Unsettled disputes’
A citizen recently filed a case against someone he knows

accusing him of threatening to kill him over some unsettled
disputes. The man told authorities that the suspect showed
up at his house shouting threats and firing shots into the air.
The man identified the suspect and a case was filed and the
suspect being summoned. In another incident, a citizen
reported that with the help of two of his cousins, someone he
knows had barged into his brother’s diwaniya and assaulted
him because of some financial problems between them. A
case was filed and the suspects are being summoned. 

‘Blunt trauma to the head’
A citizen sustained a severe skull wound when someone

hit him with a metal object during a fight in Fahaheel over
right of way, said security sources noting that the injured was
rushed to Adan hospital for treatment. 

Drug possession
A citizen was recently arrested in Nugra with the posses-

sion of drugs, a gun and some ammunition, said security
sources. Case papers indicated that a police patrol stopped
the suspect and noticed that he was heavily drugged.
However, the suspect tried to escape arrest, running on foot,
but was chased and stopped. On searching his vehicle, police-
men found the drugs and weapon. A case was filed. In another
story, an Indian man was recently arrested in Farwaniya with
the possession of marijuana, heroin and crystal meth readily
packed for sale, said security sources. 

Missingirl found
A girl who had been reported missing was recently found

sleeping inside a Farwaniya shopping mall, said security
sources. Mall security reported finding the young lady sleep-
ing inside the mall and on checking turned out to be a citizen
who was reported missing in Mubarak Al-Kabeer. On ques-
tioning, the girl told policemen that she fled the family house
because her brother wanted to force to marry one of her
cousins against her will. 

Two Asians arrested
Two Asian men were recently arrested for stealing con-

struction materials from construction sites in Jaber Al-Ahmed
residential area, said security sources. — Al-Rai 
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Photograph from the book ‘Voice of OUD’ by Jehan S Rajab (researched by Mahmoud Zakariy) shows tents of Bedouins out in the desert in 1940.

WASHINGTON: Kuwait has criticized the
United Nations for ‘abstention’ from includ-
ing Israel in its blacklist of parties that com-
mit flagrant and systematic breaches of
children’s rights. Kuwait’s Permanent
Delegate to the UN, Ambassador Mansour
Ayyad Al-Otaibi, who was addressing a
Security Council session late on Thursday,
said the Organization of Islamic
Cooperation’s Group examined a report by
the UN Secretary General that sheds light
on children’s conditions in regions of con-
flicts. Ambassador Al-Otaibi, who headed
the OIC group in the open-ended SC dis-
cussion on children and armed conflicts,
said the report affirmed Israel’s commit-
ment of grave violations of human and
child rights.  

The UN resolution to refrain from includ-
ing Israel in the blacklist of the parties that
perpetrate such breaches “regretfully con-
tradicts with the unbiased recommenda-
tions included in the report,” he said. This
decision puts into question the UN credibil-
ity and integrity and encourages Israel to

dodge punishment, he said. Israel had per-
petrated flagrant violations with utter neg-
ligence of the international law and with-
out any consideration to the Palestinian
people’s rights. The Israeli offensive on
Gaza in 2014 left 550 children dead and
3,370 handicapped, including 1,000
maimed for life. Up to 370,000 others need-
ed psychological treatment for war-caused
trauma.

He condemned Israel’s practices of
suppression such as establishment of the
“wall of racism” and continuous siege of
Gaza where residents have been strug-
gling to survive despite poverty, despera-
tion and scarce resources of necessities.
Al-Otaibi expressed the OIC group’s con-
cern at the continuous Israeli genocides
and heavy-handed acts  against  the
Palestinians, particularly the children who
have been targeted with lethal  acts ,
detention, interrogation, torture, and
whose educational and entertainment
facil it ies have been demolished. The
Kuwaiti diplomat praised the UN special

envoy for children and armed conflicts,
Leila Zerrouqi, especially her role in word-

ing the report that sheds light on plight of
children in conflicts’ regions.— KUNA

Kuwait blasts UN over Israel
Israel accused of grave violations of human and child rights

JERUSALEM: A Palestinian Muslim girl stands among worshipers praying inside the Dome
of the Rock at the Al-Aqsa Mosque compound in Jerusalem during the first Friday prayer
of the holy month of Ramadan yesterday. — AFP 



MADABA: Kuwait Red Crescent Society (KRCS) launched an ‘Iftar’
(Muslim evening breakfast) aid project for 800 Syrian refugee families
in Madaba governorate, central Jordan, on the first day of the holy
month of Ramadan. The project will continue throughout the month
of fasting. It targets some 28,000 Syrian refugees in Jordan, said head
of KRCS mission in Jordan Khaled Al-Zayd in statements to KUNA.
“The KRSC designated six restaurants in the cities of Madaba, Al-Karak,
Irbid, Sahl Horan, Al-Naima and Amman for distributing the food aid
under the supervision of a joint team of the Kuwait and Jordanian Red
Crescent societies. Al-Zayd added that the KRCS mission will continue
offering all necessary assistance to the Syrian brothers at the behest of
the Society’s Board Chairman Dr Hilal Al-Sayer. 

Refugees in Somalia, Djibouti
In another development, the Kuwait-based International Islamic

Charitable Organization (IICO) and Social Reform Society (SRS) have
launched a campaign to provide Yemeni refugees in Somalia and
Djibouti with their basic needs. In a press statement, IICO Director
General Salem Hamada said that campaign would offer hundreds of
Yemeni refugees and even poor Somalis relief aid at a total cost of
$350,000. Head of the joint relief delegation to Somalia and Djibouti
Bader Burhamah said that the campaign is carried out in Djibouti in
cooperation with several Kuwaiti philanthropist organizations
namely: the IICO, SRS, Al-Najat Charitable Organization and Al-
Bunian. But in Somalia, the campaign is conducted by the IICO and
the SRS. Burhamah added that the relief delegation would also
attend the launching of a program for free Iftar (fast-breaking)
meals. — Agencies 
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The Kuwait Times Ramadan quiz will start on the first dayof Ramadan and last until the 30th day of Ramadan. 
Participants must fill in the correct answer to a question that is printed daily in the form of a coupon in Kuwait Times. 
Participants must then collect 30 coupons together after the quiz and send them in an envelope to Kuwait Times. 
All answers should be marked on the coupons that are published in Kuwait Times. Any other type of coupon that is 
mailed in will be invalid. All coupons should be received by Thursday 16th of July 2015. Winners will be announced 
during the draw which will be on 26th of July held under the supervision of Ministry of Commerce and Industry. 

Prizes can be claimed at Kuwait Times from 27th July from marketing department from 9 am to 5 pm.

Fabulous Prizes
Answer & Win
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‘Live your life and don’t
regret anything’

By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: Celebrities, politicians, athletes, actors and criminals
typically dominate headlines. Meanwhile, billions of people go
about their lives away from the media spotlight. All of them -
regardless of their age, gender, nationality or occupation - have a
story to tell. This Ramadan, Kuwait Times, wants to shift the con-
versation to the ordinary folks that make up the majority of this
country. By listening to their stories and recognizing their human-
ity, we can remind ourselves and hopefully our readers of the ties
that bind us all together as a species. 

Kuwait Times interviewed Ali Hassan, a 16-year-old student,
and asked him about his story and the lessons he has learned so
far. 
Kuwait Times: What are you most proud of and why?
Hassan: I’m proud of the life I’m living, coz I never hurt anyone. 
Kuwait Times: How would you like to be remembered?
Hassan: As a good guy who was always there for anyone.
Kuwait Times: What is the most important lesson in your life and
how did you learn it? 
Hassan: Don’t trust anyone easily: I trusted someone, and she
pretended.
Kuwait Times: What was the time in your life, when you felt
alone and how did you overcome it?
Hassan: I spent half of my age alone; but I’m starting to live with
it and enjoy it.
Kuwait Times: Do you have any regrets?
Hassan: I was too nice to people who don’t deserve it.
Kuwait Times: How would you describe yourself?
Hassan: Overly nice; I forgive [people] fast and I’m trustworthy. 
Kuwait Times: What are some of your favorite things to do in
life? 
Hassan: Reading and going to the gym. 
Kuwait Times: What is your favorite song? And do you know the
words?
Hassan: It’s by Linkin Park: “What I’ve done.” I don’t remember
the words much.
Kuwait Times: Is your life different from how you imagined it
would be? 
Hassan: It is. I thought I would never live that long. I was a
messed-up child.
Kuwait Times: If you could do anything in your life, what would it
be and why? 
Hassan: Travel, I like traveling. I haven’t traveled for a long time. 
Kuwait Times: If your grandchildren will be reading this, in the
future, what is the wisdom you would like them to know?
Hassan: Live your life and don’t regret anything.

KRCS launches ‘Iftar’ project for refugees

Kuwait Voices

Rabi' ul Awwal

Rajab 

Shawwal

03. What is the third month of the Islamic
Calendar?

1436 - 2015
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Al-Sabah family receives Ramadan well-wishers
KUWAIT: Marking the advent of the Holy Month of Ramadan, His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah and Al-Sabah family on Thursday received well-wishers at the Bayan Palace. The event embodied the spirit of Kuwait’s one family founded by camaraderie and brotherhood, Amiri Diwan
said in a statement, wishing a happy return for such occasion with blessings on all. — KUNA





8 Toxic liquor kills 41 
in India’s Mumbai 1110
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Cameron tells Muslims to do
more to tackle extremism

Saudi air strikes hit  Yemen
Republican Guard camps

TUNIS: Tunisian officials kidnapped by armed militia at the Tunisian Consulate in the Libyan capital arrive at Aouina military airport in Tunis yesterday following a week-long captivi-
ty. —  AFP

TUNIS: Tunisia said yesterday it was shutting its
consulate in conflict-hit Libya as 10 staffers
abducted by an armed militia in Tripoli returned
home after a week in captivity. The staff were
seized when gunmen burst into the consulate in
the Libyan capital, in the latest attack targeting
foreign citizens and diplomatic missions in the
lawless nation. Libya descended into chaos after a
revolt unseated and killed longtime dictator
Muammar Gaddafi in 2011. It now has rival gov-
ernments and parliaments, as well as powerful
militias battling for influence and a share of its oil
wealth, including the Fajr Libya militia alliance
that controls Tripoli.

Tunisian Foreign Minister Taieb Baccouche
said the decision to shut the consulate was taken
after the kidnapping. “After this serious incident
(kidnapping), we have decided to close the con-
sulate in Tripoli,” Baccouche told reporters.

“We will not reopen the consulate as long as
protection for our civil servants is not guaran-

teed,” Baccouche said. “When that protection
becomes available, we will rethink” our options,
said  Baccouche, whose country has a consulate in
Tripoli and another in the east.

He was speaking at the L’Aouina military air-
port in Tunis, where several of the ex-hostages
arrived yesterday morning. Ex-hostage Jamal Saibi
related to reporters how a group of armed men
had stormed the consulate last week, rounding
him and his colleagues up.

“They took us out of the building, put us in cars
and drove us somewhere along the airport road,”
he said. Saibi said they were abducted because
the gunmen wanted to press Tunisian authorities
to released a jailed militia chief, Walid Glib.

Tunisia denies deal 
Baccouche had earlier announced that the 10

staffers had been released-three of them
Wednesday and the rest yesterday. He said that
now all 23 consular workers who were in Libya are

back home and safe. Tunisian officials and media
reported that Glib, who was arrested last month in
connection with “terrorist” activity, would be
deported as part of a deal with the kidnappers.

The spokesman for the prosecutor’s office,
Karim Chebbi, said the “criminal division of the
Tunisian Court of Appeal on Wednesday decided
on his provisional expulsion at the request of the
Libyan authorities”. Media said Glib was deported
early yesterday.

Baccouche denied any deal was struck with
the kidnappers in exchange for the release of the
consular workers. He said the case of Glib, who
was arrested in May when he arrived in Tunisia,
was in the “hands of the judiciary”.

Last month, militiamen allegedly linked to Glib
seized 245 Tunisians in Tripoli to press for his
release. They subsequently freed them unharmed.
Foreign citizens and missions have been frequent-
ly targeted in Libya, including in Tripoli which was
overrun last year by Fajr Libya following fierce

clashes with rival militias. The fighting sparked an
exodus of foreigners, and many embassies were
shut as Fajr Libya installed a government last year
opposed to the internationally recognised admin-
istration.

The Islamic State group has taken advantage
of the chaos to gain supporters in Libya. IS
claimed responsibility for twin attacks in April, one
on the South Korean embassy that killed two
Libyans and another on the Moroccan mission
that caused no casualties. In January, the Libyan
branch of the jihadist group claimed the killing of
two Tunisian journalists who had gone missing in
eastern Libya eight months earlier.

And last year a Tunisian diplomat and an
embassy employee were kidnapped by an armed
group before being released. Ambassador
Christopher Stevens was among four Americans
killed at the US consulate in Benghazi on
September 11, 2012, in an attack blamed on Al-
Qaeda-linked militants. — AFP

Tunisia shuts Libya consulate over abductions
10 Tunisian staffers return home from captivity
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SANAA/GENEVA: Saudi-led warplanes
bombed elite Republican Guard forces allied
with the dominant Houthi faction in
Yemen’s civil war yesterday, residents said,
as UN  diplomats in Geneva struggled to
nudge the various sides towards a ceasefire
deal.

More than 2,600 people have been killed
since an Arab alliance led by Saudi Arabia
launched air strikes to try to stop the Iranian-
backed Houthis from completing a takeover
of Yemen and to try to reinstate exiled
President Abd-Rabbu Mansour Hadi.
Residents said they heard three air raids on
the al-Sawad camp, in a southern suburb of
the capital Sanaa where the command of
the Republican Guards allied with former
president Ali Abdullah Saleh and the Houthis
is based, early yesterday.

Three air strikes were also reported in the
Khawlan region, southeast of Sanaa, six on a
camp that houses the Houthi-allied 115th
Infantry Brigade in the al-Hazm district of al-
Jouf province, and three more on Houthi
positions on the outskirts of the embattled
southern port city of Aden. Residents gave
no details on casualties, but the Houthis
reported that nine civilians were killed in air
strikes on the Razeh district of the northern

province of Saada, the Houthis’ traditional
stronghold bordering on Saudi Arabia.

The Houthis, who hail from the Zaydi
branch of Shiite Islam, swept out of Saada
province and seized Sanaa in September
before surging on into Aden, forcing Hadi
and his government into exile in Saudi
Arabia. The group denies drawing military
support from Shiite Iran and says it is waging
a campaign against state corruption and
Sunni Muslim Al-Qaeda militants who
gained strength in the south during a 2011
uprising that spread anarchy and ousted
Saleh.

Saudi Arabia, the world’s top oil exporter,
intervened militarily out of concern for what
it sees as a growing Iranian sway in the
Arabian Peninsula, but the coalition has yet
to significantly reverse Houthi territorial
gains.

Geneva talks
In Geneva, UN special envoy to Yemen,

Ismail Ould Cheikh Ahmed, pressed on with
shuttle diplomacy to try to coax Yemeni fac-
tions, including representatives of the
Houthis, Saleh’s General People’s Congress
party and Hadi’s allies, towards agreeing
conditions for a ceasefire.

They have so far refused to sit at the
same table and continued on Friday to show
no inclination for compromise. Hadi’s gov-
ernment has demanded that the Houthis
quit cities seized since last September as a
precondition for a ceasefire.

Yahya Duwaid of Saleh’s General
People’s Congress said: “We had reason to
be hopeful and optimistic for the meetings
today, and we listened to the UN proposals
today, but unfortunately, what they were
proposing was not of the standard that we
were looking for.”

UN spokesman Ahmed Fawzi said Hadi’s
exiled government delegation was currently
booked to fly out of Geneva today and the
Houthi delegates on Sunday, but the talks
could be extended before then. “He (Ould
Sheikh Ahmed) is working very hard to reach
(a truce) so that we can also agree a mecha-
nism not only to monitor the cessation but
to deliver aid as quickly as possible.”

The United Nations yesterday launched a
revised humanitarian appeal of $1.6 billion
for Yemen this year. “We have a humanitari-
an catastrophe on our hands, we have 21
million people in desperate need of aid. We
are talking about children going hungry,”
Fawzi said. — Reuters

Saudi Air strikes hit Yemen 
Republican Guard camps

ADEN: Yemenis shop at a market in the embattled southern Yemeni city of Aden on the first day of the holy Muslim fasting month of
Ramadan yesterday. War-torn Yemen began marking Ramadan after a wave of Islamic State group bombings, with little hope of a
ceasefire and a worsening humanitarian situation.—AFP 

Geneva talks struggle to reach a ceasefire

ESKI MOSUL, Iraq: It was a heart-racing
moment. The cigarette smuggler was stuck
in line at a checkpoint as, up ahead, Islamic
State militants were searching cars. He was
running a big risk: The militants have
banned smoking and lighting up is punish-
able with a fine or broken finger.  Selling
cigarettes can be a death sentence.

Falah Abdullah Jamil, 30, relied on his
quick wits and silver tongue. When the
fighters came to his vehicle at the check-
point leading to his home village of Eski
Mosul in northern Iraq, they asked what he
had in his trunk. “Nothing,” he lied.

They popped open the trunk and found

the 125 cartons of cigarettes he’d brought
from  Rabia, a town near the border with
Syria. “I swear, it’s out of hunger,” he said he
pleaded with the men. The father of six told
them he was the only breadwinner for his
extended family and was helping his neigh-
bors as well. 

The fighters took him to the checkpoint
commander, who warned Jamil he’d go to
prison and  his car would be confiscated.
Jamil promised never to do it again. “Just let
me go this time for the sake of my children,”
he said. “If I don’t have money, what can I
do? Should I steal? If I steal, you’ll cut off my
hand.”

In an interview with The Associated
Press in May, Jamil sat in his modest living
room, describing how he survived nearly
seven months of IS rule before the extremist
group was run from town by Kurdish fight-
ers.

The checkpoint commander ordered his
subordinates out of the room, Jamil
recalled. Once they were alone, he made his
offer: “I will let you go if you give me ciga-
rettes.” Jamil asked him what brand.
“Anything, just give me two cartons,” the
commander replied. 

The commander “said he hadn’t had a
smoke for three days so when he saw the

cigarettes, he was very happy,” Jamil said
with a laugh. Iraqi civilians living under IS
rule in Mosul, the group’s biggest strong-
hold, told the AP that the militants actually
control the cigarette black market, banning
smoking in public while privately control-
ling the sale of cigarettes at an inflated
price. They spoke anonymously for fear of
retribution.

Saad Eidou, 25, a displaced Iraqi from the
town of Sinjar near the Syrian border, said
that like everyone else, militants smoke in
private. The cigarettes come in through
Syria, where movement in and out of Turkey
and non-IS areas is easier. —AFP

Cigarette smuggler skirts deadly edge of IS smoking ban

Iran, Qatar seek
improved relations
despite differences

TEHRAN: Iran and Qatar should “get over their differences” and
boost relations to ensure regional stability, Qatar’s emir has told
Iran’s president as the Muslim fasting month of Ramadan gets
underway. Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad bin Khalifa Al-Thani and
President Hassan Rouhani also called in a telephone conversation
Thursday night for an end to violence in the region during the
holy month, Iran’s ISNA news agency reported yesterday.

Iran is the main regional ally of Syrian President Bashar Al-
Assad and of Shiite rebels in Yemen known as Huthis. In contrast,
Qatar supports rebels fighting to overthrow Assad and is part of a
Saudi-led coalition that has been bombing Huthis in Yemen for
more than two months.

“There might be differences over some issues, but the two
countries, as friends, brothers and neighbours, should get over
these obstacles,” Sheikh Tamim said, calling relations with Iran
“historical and robust.” Rouhani said there was “good potential
for economic and political” relations between the two countries.
The conversation comes as warring factions in Yemen are meet-
ing  in Geneva for UN-sponsored talks.

So far, no advances have been made at the talks, which are
expected to wrap up yesterday. The United Nations hopes to
least get them to agree to a two-week humanitarian truce. Iran
can play “an important role in establishing peace and security in
the  region,” the emir said. Dialogue must replace conflict in Syria,
Iraq and Yemen, he added. —AFP

Cameroon detains 84
kids after raiding
Quranic schools

DAKAR: Cameroonian authorities have been holding 84 children -
some as young as 5 years old - for months without charge after offi-
cials accused their teachers at Quranic schools of running terrorist
training camps, Amnesty International said yesterday. The interna-
tional human rights organization called on Cameroon to release the
children to their parents immediately, saying nearly all of them are
too young to face criminal charges. The raids in the country’s far
north are part of the fight against Islamic militants from the Nigeria-
based group Boko Haram.

“Detaining young children will do nothing to protect
Cameroonians living under the threat of Boko Haram,” said Steve
Cockburn, Amnesty International deputy regional director for West
and Central Africa. A government spokesman did not immediately
respond to the report and said a news conference would be held
Monday. Boko Haram has waged a six-year insurgency seeking to
implement an Islamic caliphate. In recent months, militants have
stepped up attacks inside neighboring countries.

Cameroonian forces arrested the 84 children in December along
with 43 men in the northern town of Guirvidig, accusing the teach-
ers of using the schools “as fronts for Boko Haram training camps,”
Amnesty said. “They said they would dig our grave and throw us
into it. We were scared,” one child told Amnesty. “Then they
roughed up our teachers . some among them had blood all over
their faces.”

Food is now running low at the center where the children have
been detained in the northern town of Maroua, Amnesty said.— AP



I N T E R N A T I O N A L
SATURDAY, JUNE 20, 2015

AMMAN: insurgents say they have begun a
campaign to capture full control of the divid-
ed city of Aleppo, Syria’s most populous city
before it become a main battleground in its
four-year-old civil war. Neither side has been
able to control Syria’s main commercial hub,
50 km from Turkey, since battle erupted
there in 2012, turning its UNESCO-listed his-
toric centre into a ruin. The prospect of a
rebel offensive in the city is a stark sign of the
turn of momentum against President Bashar
Al-Assad’s government, which has lost
swathes of territory to fighters in recent
months in the northwest, east and south of
the country.

Just four months ago it was the army and
its allied militia that were launching a major
bid to besiege rebel-held areas of eastern
Aleppo. Now, rebels are claiming the initia-
tive. “The big battle of Aleppo you can say
has started in its preparatory phases,” said
Yasser Abdul Rahim, a rebel commander
who directs a joint operations room set up in
April to capture government-held Aleppo.
“There is a decisive final blow coming that
will expel the regime from Aleppo and to lib-
erate the city completely,” said Abdul Rahim,

a member of the Nour al Din al Zinki rebel
group that has been a recipient of foreign
support. He was speaking to an opposition-
affiliated TV station, Halab Today.

The city’s fall would be a major blow for
Assad, restricting his control mainly to a belt
of territory stretching north from Damascus
to the Mediterranean coast. This would deep-
en Syria’s de facto partition between the
Assad-run west and other areas held by a
patchwork of armed groups. The UK-based
Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, which
tracks the war, said rebels had captured
some ground in government-held districts in
the city and to the north of it.

“They are now trying to mobilize around
Aleppo, but until now they haven’t made big
progress,” said Rami Abdulrahman, who runs
the Observatory. An alliance of rebels includ-
ing recipients of Western aid fighting under
the name Free Syrian Army made a small but
notable advance into a government-held
part of Aleppo this week. The army says it
beat back the foray into the Rashidin district -
the first rebel advance into the heart of
Aleppo’s government-controlled residential
area in more than two years. Insurgents have

also been bombarding government-held
areas previously unaccustomed to the level
of destruction inflicted on insurgent-held
parts of the city. More than 30 people were
killed in an insurgent bombardment this
week, the single most lethal rebel attack of its
type there since the war began, according to
the Observatory. Government officials say
they are still confident. A government mili-
tary source said the insurgents had in recent
months received artillery capable of destroy-
ing buildings, but still lacked the capability
“to do something of strategic importance in
Aleppo .... because the army is prepared.” But
as government forces and the militia fighting
alongside them lose ground elsewhere,
diplomats see the fall of Aleppo as a real pos-
sibility. One said it would “not be a big sur-
prise”.

Change in momentum
The United States and its Western and

Arab allies joined Syria’s multi-sided civil war
last year by launching a campaign of air
strikes against Islamic State, the most power-
ful of the mainly Sunni Islamist groups fight-
ing against Assad. — Reuters

Rebels set eyes on Aleppo

English city
stunned by family’s

flight to join IS
BRADFORD, England: Zahoor Ahmed shakes his head in dis-
belief as he surveys the back of a terraced house belonging to
the family of the three Dawood sisters, believed to have trav-
elled to Syria to join Islamic State militants and brought their
nine children with them. “Why would you go to Syria? I don’t
understand it,” said Ahmed, 52, wearing traditional Muslim
attire as he surveyed the unremarkable street in the northern
English city of Bradford, where he said he had never encoun-
tered extremism. He is far from the only person in Bradford
bewildered by the apparent decision of Sugra, Zohra and
Khadija Dawood to journey to Syria with their children, the
youngest aged just three, and leave their husbands behind.

The case came to light just two days after reports that
Talha Asmal, a 17-year-old from Dewsbury just a few miles
from Bradford, had carried out an Islamic State attack in Iraq,
becoming what is believed to be Britain’s youngest suicide
bomber. Both incidents have provoked soul searching among
British Muslims at a time when the government is proposing
new laws to give the authorities greater powers to fight radi-
calization and potentially shut down mosques linked to
extremists. The authorities say more than 700 Britons - men
and women, some teenagers, some well-educated - have
been lured to fight in Syria and Iraq, most to join the group
Islamic State.

Those who make the journey are putting not only their
lives at risk but contributing to “one of the biggest threats our
world has faced,” Prime Minister David Cameron said in a
speech on Friday to a security conference in Slovakia.
Cameron’s emphasis is on persuading Britain’s 2.8 million
Muslims to do more to fight radicalism within their own com-
munity. Too many people are expressing the same “evil” ideol-
ogy as Islamic State, even if they do not advocate violence, he
said. “This paves the way for young people to turn simmering
prejudice into murderous intent; to go from listening to fire-
brand preachers online to boarding a plane to Istanbul and
travelling onward to join the jihadis.”

He plans new laws to ramp up powers to ban “extremist”
groups, close mosques where radicals thrive and censor media
to restrict broadcasts that encourage extremism. But some
British Muslims say such measures are counter-productive,
increasing the feeling of isolation that fuels radicalism. The
state needs to work with Muslims, not demonize them, said
Bana Gora, founding member of Bradford’s Muslim Women’s
Council. “This onslaught of counter terrorism legislation that’s
coming through is not going to help matters,” she said. If the
government takes on “powers to shut down mosques at their
pleasure, how is that going to help build relationships
between the Muslim community and the state?” she said.

Ice cream lady in burqa
Stories of recruits travelling to Iraq and Syria open political-

ly sensitive questions about whether Britain is doing enough
to integrate minorities, especially in poor northern cities with a
history of racial strife. Nearly a quarter of Bradford’s estimated
526,400 population are Muslim and the area has England’s
largest proportion of people of Pakistani heritage. Like many
northern towns and cities it has struggled economically in
recent years with the unemployment rate above the regional
and national average.

Parts of Bradford were torched in race riots between whites
and people of Asian descent in 2001, although today most
people who live there say it is a friendly city and communities
get along well. The Dawoods’ neighborhood is typical: work-
ing class and ethnically-mixed, where women in veils are as
common as white men in England soccer shirts, and churches
and mosques operate cheek by jowl. Unlike officially secular
France, Britain has no policies against religious dress in public
places. The government pays for pupils to study full-time at
Muslim faith-run schools, just as Catholic and Protestant
schools receive state funding.

Secularist critics say such “multi-cultural” policies can
encourage segregation, isolating minorities while provoking
resentment and political backlash among some whites. After
Asmal’s reported suicide attack, the stridently right-wing Daily
Mail tabloid labeled his home town Dewsbury “The breeding
ground for jihadis where even the ice cream lady wears a
burqa”. It printed a photo of a woman hidden behind a black
full-face veil, selling ice cream from the window of a van with a
picture of Mickey Mouse. — Reuters

SURUC: Syrian refugees walk at a refugee camp in Suruc, on the Turkey-Syria border yesterday. — AP 

Kids raped, murdered, castrated
and thrown into fires in S Sudan

JUBA: Warring forces in South Sudan have
carried out horrific crimes against children,
including castration, rape and tying them
together before slitting their throats, the
UN has said. “Survivors report that boys
have been castrated and left to bleed to
death... girls as young as eight have been
gang raped and murdered,” UN children’s
agency chief Anthony Lake said in a state-
ment released earlier this week. “Children
have been tied together before their
attackers slit their throats... others have
been thrown into burning buildings.” 

Tens of thousands are believed to have
been killed in the 18-month war, although
there is no clear toll. At least 129 children

were killed in May in the northern state of
Unity, scene of some of heaviest fighting
in the civil war, Unicef added. Civil war
began in December 2013 when President
Salva Kiir accused his former deputy Riek
Machar of planning a coup, setting off a
cycle of retaliatory killings across the
country that has split the poverty-stricken,
landlocked country along ethnic lines. It
has been characterized by ethnic mas-
sacres, rape and the use of child soldiers.
“The violence against children in South
Sudan has reached a new level of brutali-
ty,” Lake added. Thousands of children
have also been abducted to fight.

“Children are also being aggressively

recruited into armed groups of both sides
on an alarming scale - an estimated 13,000
children forced to participate in a conflict
not of their making,” Lake added. “Imagine
the psychological and physical effects on
these children - not only of the violence
inflicted on them but also the violence
they are forced to inflict on others.” A
quarter of a million children face starva-
tion , while two-thirds of the country’s 12
million people need aid, with 4.5 million
people facing severe food insecurity,
according to the UN. “In the name of
humanity and common decency this vio-
lence against the innocent must stop,” he
said.— AFP 

Loss of city may entrench Syria’s de facto partition
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LONDON: A man is in critical condition in a London
hospital after he was found stowed away in the under-
carriage of a plane that had just completed a 10-hour
flight, and police are investigating whether a man
found dead on a west London rooftop had fallen from
the same plane.

Authorities at Heathrow Airport found the man in
the undercarriage of a British Airways plane after it
landed Thursday morning on a flight from
Johannesburg. Police say they believe they know his
identity and that he is 24 but they are awaiting confir-
mation before they release any details. While there is
no evidence to link the two cases, police say they are
looking into whether there is a connection to the body
found an hour later in the west London community of
Richmond, which is below the flight path.

British Airways said it is working with police in
London and Johannesburg to establish the facts in this
“rare case.” Experts believe roughly three-quarters of
stowaways do not survive if they hide on a plane’s
undercarriage because of the extreme cold and lack of
oxygen they experience as the plane reaches cruising
altitude. Though not common, stowaways have in the
past plunged to the streets of west London as the
planes lowered their landing gear.

In September 2012, a 30-year old from
Mozambique, Jose Matada, died after falling from the
undercarriage of a Heathrow-bound flight from Angola
on to a street in Mortlake, which is not far from where
the body was found Thursday.

An inquest into his death suggested he had sur-
vived freezing temperatures of up to minus 60 Celsius

(minus 76 Fahrenheit for most of the 12-hour flight, but
he was believed to be dead or nearly dead by the time
he hit the ground.

Aviation expert Chris Yates described the latest situ-
ation as unusual because of enhanced security meas-
ures at airports meant to deter terror and other attacks.
However, he noted that the stowaways who survive
have tended to be young people.

The Rev. Neil Summers, from the St John the Divine
of Richmond church across the way from where the
body was found, said he would lead prayers for the
dead man.

“In one sense it’s not totally surprising as it’s hap-
pened before,” he said. “It’s very shocking when it’s so
close to you. We are going to say prayers for the people
concerned tonight.” —AP

UK police probe whether 2 men stowed away beneath plane

World’s largest cruise ship 
takes to the water in France

SAINT-NAZAIRE, France: The hulking shell
of the world’s largest cruise ship slid into the
waters off western France yesterday, with
workers aiming to have it ready for a 2016
inaugural trip.

The huge vessel, named “Harmony of
the Seas”, has been under construction
since September 2013 in the shipyards in
Saint-Nazaire.  When finished it will weigh
some 227,000 tons and measure 362 metres
(1,187 feet) in length, 50 metres longer than
the height of the Eiffel Tower. 

Harmony is also a metre wider than the
current twin ocean-going monsters of the
pleasure cruise world, which are also 362
metres long. “Allure of the Seas” and “Oasis
of the Seas”, the world’s biggest cruise ships
in current service, are 65 metres wide and
come in at 225,000 tons a piece. All three
belong to Royal Caribbean International
cruise lines. 

Some 2,500 people are at work building
Harmony, which will require 90,000 square
metres (968,700 square feet) of carpet and
500,000 litres (132,000 gallons) of paint.

The test runs of the boat are presently

set for mid-February 2016 and its first voy-
age is planned for May next year, a trip from
Southampton in Britain to the Spanish city

of Barcelona.  The ship will have room for
some 6,360 passengers and 2,100 staff
members. — AFP

BRATISLAVA: British Prime Minister David Cameron gives a
speech during the GLOBSEC Forum security conference yes-
terday in Bratislava. Cameron urged action focused on the
Internet to stop a mounting number of young Europeans
leaving the continent to join the Islamic State group. —AFP

FRANCE: A man watches from the shore as the cruise liner “Hamorny of the Seas” is towed by tug boats into its new moorings
at the STX Shipyards in Saint-Nazaire on June 19, 2015. The cruise liner, one of the largest ever built, with a capacity of 6,000
passengers is scheduled for delivery in April 2016.  — AFP

Cameron tells
Muslims to do more
to tackle extremism

BRATISLAVA: British Prime Minister David Cameron urged Muslim
communities and families yesterday to do more to fight extremism,
warning some Muslims risk fostering radicalism in young people by
quietly condoning extreme views. Cameron highlighted two cases
this week - a 17-year-old from northern England who blew himself
up in Iraq and three sisters who abandoned their husbands and are
believed to be in Syria with their nine children - as examples of how
people can slide from prejudice to extremism.

He told a security conference in Bratislava that people who for
example believe democracy is wrong, women are inferior and reli-
gious doctrine trumps the rule of law share the ideology of Islamist
extremists. “There are people who hold some of these views who
don’t go as far as advocating violence, but do buy into some of these
prejudices giving the extreme Islamist narrative weight and telling
fellow Muslims ‘you are part of this,’” he said.

“This paves the way for young people to turn simmering preju-
dice into murderous intent ... Part of the reason it’s so potent is that it
has been given this credence,” he added.

Cameron warned that a troubled boy or girl will find it less of a
leap to go from British teenager to Islamic State fighter or wife if
such beliefs are “quietly condoned online or perhaps even in parts of
your local community”. While the government has a role to play in
tackling radicalisation, so too do communities and families, he said.

“We need to have a frank debate about the role that everyone
has to play,” a source in Cameron’s office said. “Part of this is encour-
aging people in those communities who want to help tackle this
radicalisation of young people to come forward and help work
together on this.” In a commentary on Cameron’s speech, the
Muslim Council of Britain said it was wrong to suggest Muslim com-
munities had led young people to extremism.

“It has been suggested that Muslims are not doing enough and
somehow condone extremism,” said Shuja Shafi, secretary general
of the umbrella organisation representing some 500 groups in
Britain. “We would argue that clear evidence should be presented
and wrongdoing challenged, rather than perpetuate insinuation
persistently.”

He called for Muslim communities, the government and wider
British society to work together to tackle the problem. — Reuters

BRUSSELS: The European Union will move
ahead beginning next week on a plan to dis-
rupt the business model of human traffickers
in the Mediterranean Sea, diplomats said
yesterday. Around 100,000 migrants have
entered Europe so far this year, with some
2,000 dead or missing during their perilous
quest to reach the continent. Dozens of
boats are launched from lawless Libya each
week, with Italy and Greece bearing the
brunt of the surge. Two diplomats from EU
nations told The Associated Press the EU
would start using ships, planes and drones
for surveillance and intelligence-gathering
on the traffickers but stay away from politi-
cally sensitive actions such as boarding or
destroying smuggling boats, which are
expected in later phases of the operation.

They spoke on condition of anonymity

because the official decision was expected to
come at Monday’s meeting of EU foreign
ministers in Brussels. In the first phase of the
plan, the EU boats and planes will only oper-
ate in international waters and skies and will
be involved in rescue work if needed. But EU
nations want to get as much of the full oper-
ation ready to go as soon as possible.

“The hope is that we can achieve the
rest before September,” one of the diplo-
mats said. The later phases of the EU anti-
trafficking operation would require UN
clearance and some consent from authori-
ties in Libya to operate in national waters
and territories. Haste is necessary. Many
more migrants from Africa and the Middle
East are expected to arrive over the next
three months - the summer high season for
migrant departures. —AP

EU to launch operation against 
Libya’s migrant smugglers
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MUMBAI: Relatives and family members mourn near the body of a victim of toxic home-made liquor consumption, in
Mumbai yesterday. Forty-one people have died in Mumbai and 12 others are fighting for their lives after drinking toxic
home-made liquor, police said, in the latest incident of alcohol poisoning in India. —AFP

Toxic liquor kills 41 in India’s Mumbai
12 battling for life after consuming illicit moonshine

MUMBAI: Forty-one people have died in Mumbai and 12 oth-
ers are fighting for their lives after drinking toxic home-made
liquor, police said yesterday in the latest incident of alcohol
poisoning in India.

Dhananjay Kulkarni, Mumbai police deputy commissioner,
said the victims had started to fall ill on Wednesday morning
after consuming the illicit moonshine. “Forty-one people have
died and 24 are receiving treatment in hospital after they con-
sumed spurious liquor,” the commissioner told AFP, raising an
earlier death toll from 33.

“More than 12 of those are in a critical condition so the
death toll may rise. Crime branch is investigating and three
suspects are being held in custody,” Kulkarni added. The three
men, aged 30, 47, and 50, were arrested on Thursday night, he
said. The commissioner also said eight police officers have
been suspended for a “negligent approach while discharging
their duty” for failing to stop production and sale of the liquor
on their beat. Bootleg liquor is widely consumed across India
where it is sometimes sold for less than a dollar for a 25cl bot-
tle, with deaths frequently reported.

It is rare however for such incidents to occur in a major city
like Mumbai, with most cases taking place in poor, rural vil-
lages. Kulkarni said it was the worst case of its kind to be
recorded in the western Indian city in more than a decade. 

“Such a tragedy happened in 2004 when more than 100
deaths took place,” he explained, referring to the “Vikhroli
hooch tragedy”, named by the local press after the suburb
where the victims lived. The victims of the latest incident were
residents of a slum in the suburb of Malad West, in the north
of the city. Devendra Fadnavis, chief minister of Maharashtra
state of which Mumbai is the capital, ordered an immediate
inquiry. In January, more than 31 people died near Lucknow in
the northern state of Uttar Pradesh after drinking a lethal
batch of home-brew.

Police arrested 12 people in October 2013 after more than
three dozen villagers died from toxic liquor also in Uttar
Pradesh. In 2011 nearly 170 people died in the eastern state of
West Bengal after drinking moonshine.—AFP

YANGON: Myanmar’s indomitable oppo-
sition leader Aung San Suu Kyi has
entwined her life with the politics of her
country, but as she turned 70 yesterday
“The Lady” is facing one of the greatest
challenges of her decades-long freedom
fight. While her National League for
Democracy (NLD) party is expected to tri-
umph at key elections this year, Suu Kyi’s
pathway to the presidency is blocked by
a controversial clause in Myanmar’s jun-
ta-era constitution.

With polls slated for November, time
is running out to change the contested
clause before the vote and Suu Kyi’s
advancing age adds urgency to her quest
of leading a democratic Myanmar.
Analyst Mael Raynaud said she was likely
to refocus attempts to take the top job to
a later election. But he added much
would depend on her acceptance by the
country’s old elites, in the form of the
army and current ruling party, which
remains dominated by former generals.

“The fact that she’s getting older is
indeed one further reason why she
would want to get the constitution
changed before the 2020 elections so she
could become the president then,” he
told AFP.

Locked away for years by a former jun-
ta fearful of her huge popular support,
Suu Kyi’s decision to compromise with
former military figures has seen her take
a seat in parliament and opened the way
for her hermetic homeland to step onto

the global stage. It is in keeping with her
reputation for non-violent opposition to
the junta, a campaign that earned her a
Nobel Peace Prize in 1991 and near rock
star status at home and abroad. At her
NLD party headquarters in Yangon, sup-
porters gave donations to lines of nuns in
honor of the veteran democracy cam-
paigner, while Suu Kyi was presented
with an array of birthday cakes in a cere-
mony in the capital Naypyidaw. A larger
celebration is due in Yangon on Sunday.

Suu Kyi is also due to open the NLD’s
annual two-day conference in Yangon

Saturday, as the party gears up to contest
its first national vote in a quarter of a cen-
tury. While still wildly popular, the rough
and tumble of political life has muddied
Suu Kyi’s once flawless image. She has
faced international censure for a reluc-
tance to speak out on behalf of the coun-
try’s maligned Rohingya Muslim popula-
tion. She has also been criticised for fail-
ing to nurture a political successor within
the NLD, meaning the party has no alter-
native presidential candidate to propose,
regardless of how well it does in the
polls.—AFP

Suu Kyi accelerates political 
battle as she turns 70

Myanmar’s opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi, center, cuts her birthday cake
as members of her National League for Democracy party sing during a celebra-
tion of her 70th birthday at a parliament building yesterday in Naypyitaw,
Myanmar. — AP 

LONDON: Farmers in earthquake-hit Nepal urgently need
$20 million in emergency aid to plant crops in the summer
and winter cropping seasons, protect their livestock and
avert the threat of hunger facing a million people, the United
Nations said yesterday.

In the six districts hit hardest by the earthquakes that
struck Nepal on April 25 and May 12, half of all farming
households lost most of their stored crops of rice, maize,
wheat and millet, said the Food and Agriculture Organisation
(FAO). Farmers need seeds and fertiliser for the summer crop-
ping season, while irrigation systems must be repaired to
facilitate planting ahead of the winter season, the U.N.
agency said. The FAO said that only $3 million of the required
$23.4 million for emergency agricultural aid - 13 percent -
had been funded to date as part of the UN flash appeal for
Nepal. “Agriculture is a critical priority because two-thirds of
Nepalis depend on farming for their livelihoods,” said Nepal’s
FAO representative Somsak Pipoppinyo.

A million people in Nepal are at risk of hunger, and this
number could grow if farmers do not receive support to
rebuild their l ivelihoods and become more resil ient,
Pipoppinyo said.

The two earthquakes killed some 8,800 people and
injured 22,000 others in the impoverished Himalayan nation.
Many earthquake survivors are still living under corrugated
iron shelters, tarpaulins or even plastic tunnels normally used
for growing vegetables and are vulnerable to mudslides,
while many of their animals have no shelter, according to the
FAO. The earthquakes killed 16 percent of cattle and 36 per-
cent of poultry in the six worst-affected districts, and the
remaining livestock urgently require shelter, feed water,
medicine and vaccinations, the UN agency said. Some 40,000
bags of rice seeds have been sent to farmers in the six hard-
est-hit districts to plant before the monsoon season, which
runs from June to September, the FAO said.—Reuters

Nepal farmers need
urgent aid to avert
threat of hunger 
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BEIJING: Cameroon Prime Minister Philemon Yang (left) is welcomed by Chinese President Xi Jinping before their meet-
ing at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing yesterday. Yang is on a visit to China from June 17 to 21. —AP

KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia: Pirates
who hijacked a Malaysian oil tanker last
week have fled on the ship’s lifeboat
after being pursued by a Malaysian navy
ship, an official said yesterday.

Navy chief Abdul Aziz Jaafar said the
eight pirates, believed to be
Indonesians, abandoned the MT Orkim
Harmony late Thursday. All 22 crew
members are safe except for an
Indonesian cook who was shot in the
thigh, Abdul Aziz tweeted.

The ship is sailing to Malaysia’s north-
ern Kuantan port, escorted by a naval
ship, he said. Abdul Aziz said Vietnam
had arrested eight men on a life raft
who claimed to be from a fishing boat
that sank, and that Malaysian authorities
are investigating whether they are the
hijackers. The tanker, carrying 7.5 million
liters (2 million gallons) of gasoline
worth 21 million ringgit ($5.7 million),

was headed to Kuantan when communi-
cations were lost June 11. The crew con-
sists of 16 Malaysians, five Indonesians
and a Myanmar national. The Malaysian
Maritime Enforcement Agency said earli-
er that the ship was located in waters off
southern Vietnam late Wednesday and
had been repainted black from blue.
Abdul Aziz also tweeted pictures of the
tanker, showing some letters of the
name of the ship painted over to give it
a new name, “Kim Harmon.”

Abdul Aziz said the pirates had
warned the navy ship tailing the tanker
to stay at a distance or they would harm
the crew. He said the captain of the
tanker waited for five hours to inform
the navy ship  after the pirates fled
because they took his family’s home
address and threatened to harm them.

He said the pirates were armed with
pistols and machetes and spoke with

Indonesian accents. The maritime
agency said the hijacking was believed
to be the work of a syndicate targeting
vessels for their cargos of fuel. It said this
was the fifth theft in waters off southern
Malaysia this year.

It was the second tanker hijacked this
month. Another Malaysian tanker carry-
ing diesel fuel was hijacked June 4 in the
same area and was released after its fuel
was siphoned off. Maritime officials have
said it is more difficult to steal gasoline
because it is highly flammable and
requires special safety equipment.

The International Maritime Bureau
says attacks against small tankers off
Southeast Asia’s coasts have been rising
since last year. Pirates have been partic-
ularly active near Indonesia’s Bintan
island and in the South China Sea,
where 11 vessels were hijacked last year,
the bureau said. —AP

Hijacked Malaysian tanker 
rescued, pirates escape

Pirates abandon MT Orkim Harmony after chase

BEIJING: Three Chinese rights activists on trial for distributing
books advocating a peaceful end to dictatorships yesterday
dismissed their lawyers, bringing a halt to the proceedings.

The trial in the southern city of Guangzhou comes as
President Xi Jinping’s government has ratcheted up pressure
on dissent, wary of any organised challenge to the rule of the
Communist Party.

The activists, among them prominent human rights lawyer
Tang Jingling, were arrested last June for “inciting subver-
sion”, a charge that carries a maximum sentence of 15 years,
although lawyers expect they could face terms of up to five
years. Police accused Tang, 44, Yuan Xinting, 44, and Wang
Qingying, 31, of “publicly inciting others to participate in a
non-violent civil disobedience movement,” according to a
copy of the indictment published online by US-based rights
group Chinese Human Rights Defenders. The men distributed
books such as Gene Sharp’s “From Dictatorship to
Democracy” and “Self-Liberation”, police said, and accused
Tang of “instigating others to participate in the non-violent
‘Citizen Non-cooperation Movement’.”

Tang’s wife, Wang Yanfang, told Reuters that Tang dis-
missed his lawyers after the court rejected requests to call wit-
nesses and to keep Communist Party members off the bench,
causing the suspension of the trial.

The other two defendants followed suit, Wang added.
Telephone calls to the court, seeking comment, went unan-
swered.

Foreign diplomats were barred from the courthouse, said
Liu Zhengqing, one of Tang’s lawyers. The US Embassy said it
was “deeply concerned” about the trial and called for the
release of the activists.

Lawyers for the three men said they would enter not-guilty
pleas “because we can’t see what crimes they have commit-
ted”, Sui Muqing, a lawyer for Wang, told Reuters before the
trial. Tang was dismissed from his law firm after he gave legal
aid to villagers in Guangdong in 2005, as they sought to
remove an allegedly corrupt village leader.

Wang, who taught at a university in Guangdong, and Yuan,
who was formerly an editor, were both fired from their jobs
after they signed the “Charter 08” manifesto, Chinese Human
Rights Defenders said.

“Charter 08”, which called for democratic reforms to the
one-party state, was started by jailed Nobel Peace Prize
Laureate Liu Xiaobo. Tang, Wang and Yuan were taken into
custody in May 2014 and initially held for the crime of “caus-
ing a disturbance”. — Reuters

China rights
activists drop

lawyers, halt trial

China media calls HK opposition ‘destroyers’
BEIJING: Chinese state media lashed out
at Hong Kong’s opposition pro-democra-
cy lawmakers yesterday after the legisla-
ture in the financial hub vetoed a Beijing-
backed electoral reform package.

The rejection was a rare instance of
Hong Kong, the former British colony that
reverted to Chinese rule in 1997, voting so
heavily against a proposal endorsed by
China’s central legislature. The largely
rubber-stamp regional legislatures
around China would likely never reject an
order from Beijing to pass a bill, so the
Hong Kong veto is both a setback and an
embarrassment for the ruling Communist
Party.

Beijing had pressured and cajoled the

city’s pro-democracy lawmakers to back
the blueprint that would have allowed a
direct vote for the city’s next chief execu-
tive in 2017, but only among pre-
screened, pro-Beijing candidates. It had
been feared before the vote there could
be a repeat of pro-democracy protests
that shut down key areas of the city late
last year in what became one of the
biggest political challenges Communist
Party leaders had faced in decades.

“The conduct and deeds of the opposi-
tion faction show that they are disturbers
and destroyers in the process of the
democratization of Hong Kong,” the par-
ty’s official People’s Daily newspaper
wrote in a commentary in its overseas edi-

tion. “The goal of their veto of the univer-
sal suffrage bill is to contest the gover-
nance of Hong Kong by the central gov-
ernment, conspiring to turn Hong Kong
into an independent political entity,” it
wrote, referring to the 28 lawmakers who
voted against the proposal.

Hong Kong’s pro-democracy opposi-
tion calls Beijing’s proposal a “fake” dem-
ocratic model.

“All those who voted against the blue-
print might be cocky today, but they will
face the judgment of history and shoulder
the responsibility eventually,” influential
tabloid The Global Times, published by
the People’s Daily, said in an editorial in
its English-language edition.—Reuters

KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysian Muslims offer prayers on the
first Friday of the holy month of Ramadan in Kuala
Lumpur yesterday.—AFP
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LITTLE ROCK, Arkansas: A stormy weather
system that once was Tropical Storm Bill
prompted flood warnings across the Ozarks
and mid-Mississippi Valley early yesterday,
even before rains began to fall  there in
earnest.

Since coming ashore Tuesday along the
Texas Gulf Coast, the tropical system has
claimed at least one life - that of a 2-year-old
swept from his father’s arms as they tried to
escape a raging Hickory Creek in Ardmore,
Oklahoma. The region just north of the Texas
border had 10 inches of rain Wednesday night
and Thursday. “The water was just flowing like
a river down the streets,” Amber Wilson, the
emergency manager in Ardmore, said after
the overnight downpour. “It was so forceful
that it washed away the barricades and
pushed manhole covers out of the streets,”
she said. Even giant trash bins gave way to
the water.

Forecasters said the worst weather
overnight would be in the heart of the Ozark
Mountains along the Arkansas-Missouri bor-
der. Early yesterday, the National Weather
Service said 4 to 6 inches of rain had fallen in
southern Missouri, flooding numerous roads
but leading to no early reports of injuries or
extraordinary damage.

The agency issued flash flood warnings for
more than 20 counties in southwest and east-
central Missouri. “When water hits a moun-
tain, and the kind of terrain in that area, it all
goes to the same spot: down,” said Rick Fahr,
a spokesman for the Arkansas Department of
Emergency Management.

Missouri, Illinois and Indiana braced for
high water through the weekend. Missouri
Gov. Jay Nixon on Thursday declared a state
of emergency after heavy rains earlier in the

week and the threat of more from Bill.
“With more heavy rain in the forecast, we

will continue to remain in direct contact with
law enforcement and local officials as we
work to protect lives and property,” Nixon
said in a statement.

Bill’s remnants spurred at least one fun-
nel cloud in Arkansas, on the stronger side of
the storm, but there was no proof that it had
touched down. Other strong storms raked the
western half of the state in feeder bands
extending from northeastern Oklahoma to
near the Gulf Coast. Up to 5 inches of rain
could fall. “Those 3 to 5 inches are on top of
all that rain they saw in May. Normally that
wouldn’t cause the concerns we have. But
they’re just so wet and the ground is already
so saturated,” said meteorologist Joe
Goudsward at the National Weather Service
office in North Little Rock.

Oklahoma was hardest hit Thursday, when
heavy rains swelled rivers and forced a rock
slide that closed Interstate 35 for a time.
Oklahoma City to Dallas traffic was diverted to
Wichita Falls, Texas, adding 70 miles to the
trip. In Ardmore, near where I-35 crosses into
Texas, authorities found Jeremiah Mayer’s
body Thursday about 30 yards from where
the boy was last seen after being swept out of
his father’s arms.  Police Capt. Eric Hamblin
said Hickory Creek, which rose 12 to 15 feet in
an hour, swamped the boy and his father as
they tried to flee.

Further north, near Macomb, authorities
on Thursday evening recovered the body of
an 80-year-old woman from a car partially
submerged in floodwaters, Pottawatomie
County Undersheriff Travis Palmer told the
Shawnee News-Star. Her official cause of
death has not yet been determined.

In Carter County, Elvin Sweeten and a son
cut fences at their 600-acre ranch so their
horses and cattle could escape water spilled
out of the Washita River’s banks. “We have a
boat. If we have to get out, we can,” he said.
Kristen Greenwood, a supervisor at Original
Fried Pies in Davis, had to take the old road to
work after the rock slide and high water from
a nearby lake cut off I-35.

“I had to turn around. I couldn’t drive on
the whole 10-mile stretch,” she said. “I was
lucky because my exit was just after the lake,
so I could get on, but all the rivers are flooding
over the bridges and the lake is overflowing.”
Gazing out the pie shop window, Greenwood
estimated the water on the other side of the
parking lot was several feet deep: “Probably
waist-deep on me, but I’m short.”—AP

Storm heads northeast after flooding Oklahoma
Flash flood warnings for more than 20 counties

Lightning strikes near the Wachapreague Volunteer Fireman’s Carnival, on Thursday,
Wachapreague, Virginia. — AP
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CHARLESTON, SC: A 21-year-old white man
confessed to shooting dead nine black peo-
ple at a historic South Carolina church, and
hoped his actions would start a race war in
the United States, CNN reported on Friday,
citing unnamed law enforcement officials.

Charleston Police spokesman Charles
Francis declined to comment on the reports
of a confession. Dylann Roof is due to face a
bail hearing later, where he will appear by
video link from the Charleston-area deten-
tion center, to which he was brought by
police following his arrest in North Carolina,
220 miles (354 km) north of the nearly 200-
year-old Emanuel African Methodist
Episcopal Church.

US officials are investigating Roof’s attack,
in which four ministers were killed including
a Democratic state senator, as a hate crime. It
comes in a year of turmoil in the United
States, where police killings of several
unarmed black men has provoked angry
national debates about race relations, polic-
ing and the criminal justice system.

Roof had intended to set off new racial
confrontations with his attack, CNN reported,

citing a law enforcement source. The report
could not be immediately confirmed. South
Carolina Governor Nikki Haley told NBC’s
“Today” show on Friday that she would pre-
fer to see Roof tried on state charges and
believed state prosecutors should pursue a
death sentence. “This is an absolute hate
crime,” Haley said. “We’ve been talking with
the investigators because we’ve been going
through the interviews, they said they looked
pure evil in the eye.”

South Carolina is one of just five US states
that does not have a hate crime law, which
typically imposes additional penalties on
crimes committed because of a victim’s race,
gender or sexual orientation. President
Barack Obama said Thursday the attack
stirred up “a dark part” of US history and illus-
trated the continuing dangers of the nation’s
liberal gun laws, which gun-rights supporters
say are protected by the Second
Amendment of the US  Constitution.

The church, known as “Mother Emanuel,”
was founded in the early 19th century by
black worshippers who were limited in how
they could practice their faith at white-domi-

nated churches.  Burned to the ground in the
late 1820s when one of its founders drafted
plans for a slave revolt, the church was later
rebuilt. Compounding anger over the inci-
dent, the South Carolina capital continues to
fly the Confederate battle flag, that was the
symbol of the pro-slavery South during the
US Civil War.

In addition to the church’s leader and
Democratic state Senator Clementa
Pinckney, other victims included three pas-
tors - DePayne Middleton Doctor, 49;
Sharonda Coleman Singleton, 45; and
Reverend Daniel Simmons, 74. Also killed
were Cynthia Hurd, 54, a public library
employee; Susie Jackson, 87; Ethel Lance, 70;
Tywanza Sanders, 26; and Myra Thompson
59, an associate pastor at the church, accord-
ing to the county coroner.

Area residents, including a group of nuns,
filed past the historic church early Friday that
was the site of Wednesday’s shooting. Many
tearfully offered prayers and left flowers near
the line of yellow police tape, behind which
law enforcement agents continued to gather
evidence. — Reuters

White suspect confesses to 
attack on black US church 
Deadly shooting being probed as hate crime

CHARLESTON: Shooting suspect Dylann Storm Roof (second from left) is escorted from the Shelby Police Department in
Shelby, NC, on Thursday.— AP

World shocked...
Continued from Page 1

It’s a bizarre idea that everyone should have their right to arms,”
said Marina, the daughter of former Prime Minister Mahathir
Mohamad.

Indian writer and documentary filmmaker Sohail Hashm said the
American gun culture was linked to racial discrimination and
America’s insistence on being the global policeman. “Everybody (in
America) loves to have guns. This is the dominant culture because
this is what they have built,” Hashmi said. “And with guns available
so freely, is it any surprise that such incidents happen?” In China, the
official Xinhua News Agency said the violence in South Carolina “mir-
rors the US government’s inaction on rampant gun violence as well
as the growing racial hatred in the country.”

“Unless US President Barack Obama’s government really reflects
on his country’s deep-rooted issues like racial discrimination and
social inequality and takes concrete actions on gun control, such
tragedy will hardly be prevented from happening again,” Xinhua
said in an editorial. On China’s Twitter-like Weibo microblogging
service, some users compared the United States to lawless Somalia
and said racial discrimination was fueling violence and high crime
rates.  Many reflected the official view that gun ownership and vio-
lent crime are byproducts of Western-style democratic freedoms
that are not only unsuited to China but potentially disastrous.

Recalling the recent killings of Chinese and other foreign stu-
dents in the US, office worker Xie Yan said he was still eager to visit
the US, but would be “extremely careful” there. Xie said he had heard
much about racism in the US, but was uncertain about the underly-
ing dynamics. “We tend to see the US as a violent place, but I don’t
think we understand a lot about racism there. Chinese are free to
study, visit and live there so it doesn’t feel like we’re discriminated
against,” Xu said while waiting for a train on Beijing’s busy subway
line 1. Like Australia, China has had its problems with racial and eth-
nic discrimination. China is overwhelmingly dominated by one eth-
nic group, the Han, and activists decry the lack of awareness about
discrimination in jobs and housing faced by minorities such as
Tibetans and Turkic Muslim Uighurs from the northwest. Chinese
police have been accused of heavy-handed tactics against those
labeled separatists or terrorists, although such measures appear to
be supported by most Chinese.

In Japan, discrimination tends to be based less on skin color than
on national origin, resulting in biases against Chinese and Koreans,
said Hiroko Takimoto, 41, a patent attorney in Tokyo. Racially moti-
vated killings are “simply something Japanese as a people cannot
understand,” she said. Yukari Kato, vice president of the company
Ryugaku Journal that assists Japanese students on overseas pro-
grams, including about 2,000 in the US, said violence there was noth-
ing new and most of the country remained perfectly safe. “It’s no dif-
ferent from Japan. There are places where you can become a victim
of crime. You just have to be prepared to defend yourself,” she said.

However, Yuka Christine Koshino, 21, a political science student
at Tokyo’s Keio University, said she was devastated by the shootings,
particularly after having participated in racism awareness campaigns
while studying at the University of California, Berkeley. Those interac-
tions had given her hope that the situation was improving. The
shootings “shocked me,” said Koshino. Chairman of the Philippine
Alliance of Human Rights Advocates Max de Mesa shared the senti-
ment of civil rights activists in South Carolina who pointed out that
the Confederate battle flag, the symbol of pro-slavery South during
the Civil War, continued to fly over the state even as it mourned for
the nine people killed.—AP 

Continued from Page 1
Bowing and prostration are also essen-

tial parts of the ritual prayer, and these pos-
tures are reserved for no other being but
God as a tribute to His supremacy, power
and majesty. After invoking blessings on
God’s righteous servants, especially
Muhammad and Abraham, the prayer ends
with a greeting of peace. Habitual daily
prayers nourish the soul, strengthen the
will and revitalize the spirit. They are the
mainstay of the Muslim’s faith.

In addition to the ritual prayer, the
Muslims engage often in remembrance of
God and supplication, which differs from
ritual prayer in that it can be offered at any
time and in any form.  It is a spontaneous

prayer from the heart of a believer at any
moment during his life - in times of need, in
moments of joy, during reflection or strenu-
ous effort.  It is informal communication
with God, a “spiritual snack” between the
ritual prayers.

In addition to the five daily prayers,
there are optional congregational prayers
at night, which are called Taraweeh prayers
during Ramadan. The Muslim increases the
number of daily ritual prayers and supplica-
tions during this time.  Qiyamul-layl is
prayer that is performed particularly during
the last one-third of the night. These night
prayers become especially important dur-
ing the last ten nights of the month as
Muslims anticipate Lailat-ul-Qadr, or the

“Night of Destiny.” It is said to be worth a
thousand months in merit (Quran 97:1-5).  

It is on the Night of Destiny that the
Quran was first revealed.  No one knows
exactly which night it falls on so prayers are
conducted late into the night for all of the
last then days. Attendance at designated
neighborhood mosques is high, and atten-
dance at the Grand Mosque in Kuwait City
reaches about 30,000 during these days.
God instructs us in the Quran to “establish
prayer for My remembrance” (20:14).  Just
as there is a “minimum daily allowance” of
calories, vitamins and minerals for a healthy
body, the five prayers can be considered
the minimum daily allowance of communi-
cation with God for a healthy spirit.  

Prayer & Ramadan

35% spike in global... 
Continued from Page 1

Iraq, Pakistan, Afghanistan, India and Nigeria accounted for
more than 60 percent of the attacks and, if Syria is included, rough-
ly 80 percent of the fatalities, the report found. The rise in kidnap-
pings is mainly attributable to sharp increases in mass abductions
by terrorist groups in Syria, notably the Islamic State and the Al-
Qaeda-linked Al-Nusra Front. In Nigeria, Boko Haram was responsi-
ble for most, if not all, of the nearly 1,300 abductions in 2014,
including several hundred girls from a school in Chibok. By con-
trast, fewer than 100 terror-related kidnappings were reported in
Nigeria in 2013, according to the report.

Yesterday’s report noted the “unprecedented seizure” of territo-
ry in Iraq and Syria by the Islamic State in 2014 along with its con-
tinued demonstrated ability to recruit foreign fighters to join its
cause and the emergence of self-proclaimed affiliates notably in
Libya, Egypt and Nigeria. It also pointed out a rise in the number of
so-called “lone wolf” attacks in the West and the use of more
extreme methods of violence by terrorists to repress and frighten
communities under their control. At the same time, the report said
regional and international efforts to counter the Islamic State and
other groups were starting to make inroads.— AP
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ATHENS: People use the ATMs of a bank as others exit from the branch in Athens yesterday. Several European countries said openly they are getting ready for the possibility of Greece
leaving the euro. — AP

ATHENS, Greece: Greece got a financial lifeline
for its banks yesterday to help them cope with a
deposit drain in the run-up to a summit of euro-
zone leaders next week that could determine the
country’s future in the euro. Uncertainty has
grown after a meeting Thursday about the eco-
nomic reforms Greece must make to get more
loans ended in acrimony. Greece has a debt pay-
ment on June 30 it cannot afford and a default
could eventually see it drop out of the euro.

Several European countries are now openly
saying they are getting ready for such a possibili-
ty. In the streets of Athens, there were no visible
signs of distress or larger than usual lines at banks
or supermarkets. Officials, however, signaled an
increase in withdrawals and transfers, which can
also be made electronically.

An EU official said Greeks had taken about 2
billion euros ($2.3 billion) out of their accounts in
the last three days. “Money is going out of the
Greek banks faster than at any time before,” said
the official, who spoke only on condition of
anonymity because of the sensitive nature of the
situation.

As a result, the European Central Bank’s gov-
erning council decided Friday to provide more
emergency credit for Greece’s banks to help
them cope with the situation.

A Greek banking official, who spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity because the announcement
was not made public, confirmed the decision. The
official declined to give a sum.

The ECB has been steadily increasing the sup-
port it allows Greek banks to draw on - it did so
just two days ago. It’s not thought it would turn
off that tap until it thinks Greece is definitely
going bust and certainly not before an emer-
gency summit of the euro-zone’s 19 leaders on
Monday.

However, if no deal emerges with creditors
soon that will allow the country to pay upcoming
debt payments, starting with one at the end of
the month, the ECB would be under intense pres-
sure to stop pumping money into a banking sys-
tem that might collapse.

The creditors want Greece to agree to new
reforms and a tighter budget before they give it
more loans. Greece’s radical left-led government,
on the other hand, came to power in January on
the promise to end such measures, which may
have helped tame the budget deficit but have
also increased poverty and unemployment.

Time is running out - Greece has to pay 1.6 bil-
lion euros to the International Monetary Fund on
June 30. It cannot afford that without a deal that
would unlock 7.2 billion euros in bailout loans.

Relations between the sides have soured in
recent days, with each side blaming each other in
increasingly strident language. Around Greece on
Friday, newspaper headlines warned time was
running out. The daily Ethnos called Monday’s
summit the “Last Chance for a Deal” while the
pro-government Efimerida ton Syntakton said
creditors had put a “Knife to our Throat.”

Athenian Giorgos Tsakoyiannis, 55, said he
believed a deal would emerge.

Tsipras optimistic
“When two parties want to resolve something,

there’s no way it won’t happen,” he said. “It  looks
extreme, but politics is never extreme. It’s a dirty
game.”Greek Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras, who is
due to meet Russian President Vladimir Putin in
St. Petersburg later following the signing of a gas
deal between the two countries, sought to por-
tray the events in a good light. He said Monday’s
summit is “a positive development on the road to
agreement,” claiming that those “who invest in
crisis and horror scenarios will be proven wrong.”
“We sought final negotiations to be at the highest
political level in Europe and now we are working
for the success of this summit,” he said. The Bank
of Greece, meanwhile, said “the gap between
Greece and its creditors is not a large one.”

As finance ministers from across the 28-coun-
try European Union wrapped up talks in
Luxembourg on Friday, there was barely hope
that technical talks will resume over the weekend
before euro-zone finance ministers meet again
on Monday ahead of the leaders’ summit later in
the day. “We are a little skeptical that we will be
able to prepare a great deal more than today,”
German Finance Minister Wolfgang Schaeuble
said. “But maybe the readiness in Greece to do
what is necessary will increase over the weekend.
The ball is in Greece’s court.”

“I’m not so sure that I will be able to announce
sensational news to you on Monday,” he said. It’s
not just euro-zone countries that would be affect-
ed by a Greek exit from the euro. Some in the
markets think a so-called Grexit could be another
“Lehman Brothers” moment for the world econo-
my - sparking a potentially destabilizing chain
reaction, the way the collapse of the investment
bank did in 2008. Others say it would be manage-
able, though the uncertainties are great.

“In the United Kingdom we’ve taken the
measures to increase our economic security so
we can deal with risks like this from abroad and
clearly now we must go on and complete that
plan,” said George Osborne, Britain’s finance min-
ister. — AP

Greece gets temporary lifeline for banks 
Euro-zone leaders to meet next week of Athens’s future in euro-zone
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KHOBAR: Saudi Arabia’s April crude
exports fell by 161,000 barrels per day
(bpd) as domestic refiners processed
more crude,  off icial  data showed.
Exports fell to 7.737 million bpd from
7.898 million in March when they hit
their highest levels in almost a decade.

Domestic refiners processed 2.224
million bpd, up 315,000 bpd from 1.909
million bpd in March, figures supplied
by Riyadh to the Joint Organizations
Data Initiative (JODI) showed.

JODI compiles data supplied from
oil-producing members of  global
organizations including the
International Energy Agency (IEA) and
the Organization of the Petroleum
Exporting Countries (OPEC).

Saudi Arabia has traditionally been
the world’s biggest exporter of crude
and the kingdom’s rapid transition into
one of the largest oil refiners adds an

extra dimension to global oil markets.
The growth puts its national oil compa-
ny Saudi Aramco’s owned or equity
stakes in refining at 5.4 million bpd, at
least 40 percent above a decade ago.

Aramco itself markets more than 3
million bpd of that, tying it with Shell
as the world’s fourth-largest oil refiner.
In Apri l ,  the kingdom’s oi l  output
inched up to its highest rate on record
at 10.308 million bpd from 10.294 mil-
lion bpd in March, according to JODI.

An executive from Saudi Aramco
said last week his country is ready to
increase output in the coming months
to a new record to meet a rise in global
demand, despite increased domestic
use.

The kingdom burns more crude to
generate power for air-conditioning
heading into summer. It burnt 358,000
bpd in April versus 351,000 bpd in

March, data from JODI showed.
The OPEC daily basket price stood at

$60.55 per barrel Thursday, compared
with $60.27 on Wednesday, the cartel
said yesterday. The average annual rate
of the OPEC basket for 2014 hit $96.29
pb, it said. The new OPEC Reference
Basket of Crudes (ORB) is made up of
the following: 

Saharan Blend (Algeria), Girassol
(Angola), Oriente (Ecuador), Iran Heavy
(Islamic Republic of Iran), Basra Light
(Iraq), Kuwait Export (Kuwait), Es Sider
(Libya), Bonny Light (Nigeria), Qatar
Marine (Qatar) ,  Arab Light (Saudi
Arabia) ,  Murban (UAE) and Merey
(Venez).

During their recent annual meeting,
OPEC oil ministers had agreed to main-
tain the cartel’s current output ceiling
of 30 mil l ion barrels  per day
unchanged. —Agencies

Oil eases below $64, ample 
supplies and Greece weigh
LONDON:  Oil eased below $64 a barrel yesterday as concern over
Greece and a forecast that U.S. shale oil output would keep grow-
ing this year countered signs of a pickup in demand.

Greece has been less of a driver for oil than other markets such
as equities, but analysts said the situation represented a bearish
risk heading into the weekend. Euro zone leaders will hold an
emergency summit on Monday to try to avert a Greek default.

Brent crude for August had slipped 42 cents to $63.84 as of
0856 GMT, while US crude for July was down 44 cents at $60.01.
Both contracts made gains on Thursday. “Oil markets are not pric-
ing much in terms of Greek risk but most of the European oil
demand growth this year is coming from the southern countries,”
said Olivier Jakob of Petromatrix in Zug, Switzerland.

“Therefore, if there was a Greek default and a contagion of a
risk premium to other southern European countries it could have
a negative impact on European oil demand.”

Saudi Arabian oil minister Ali Al-Naimi said he was optimistic
about the market in coming months, given increased demand
and falling inventories, state media reported on Thursday. US
crude stocks declined in the latest week. Despite stronger
demand, supply is more than ample. There has been a buildup of
North Sea and Nigerian crude cargoes, putting price differentials
under pressure and sending them in some cases to multi-year
lows.

Brent is down from $115 a year ago, in a drop that deepened
after the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries
refused to prop up the market in the hope that lower prices
would slow supply from higher-cost producers such as US shale.

US shale producers have projected a rise in output for the year,
however, despite scaling back drilling to cope with the price
slump. Brent could be weighed down in coming days by concerns
over Greece, plus ample supply and the prospect of a deal over
Iran’s nuclear program allowing higher Iranian oil exports. “Over
the next 14 days there is likely to be increasing risk tension
regarding the Greek euro zone membership which could help to
drive risk aversion higher, and potentially also the dollar
stronger,” said Bjarne Schieldrop, chief commodities analyst at
SEB Markets in Oslo.

“Logic calls for real and significant downside price risk for
Brent.”  — Reuters

NAIROBI: The International Monetary
Fund has completed its first economic
consultation on Somalia in more than
25 years, saying the economy of the
nation that is rebuilding after decades
of conflict grew by 3.7 percent in 2014.

Somalia’s growth may lag others in
the region but the government will be
encouraged by the mere fact that an
annual IMF Article IV consultation has
taken place, marking a step to rehabili-
tation, even if the team held discus-
sions in Nairobi. “Economic activity is
estimated to have expanded by 3.7
percent in 2014, driven by growth in
agriculture, construction and telecom-

munications,” the IMF said in a state-
ment at the end of its June 8-18 mis-
sion.

“With modest progress on the secu-
rity front and an absence of drought,
medium-term annual growth should
be about 5 percent.  Nevertheless,
growth will  remain inadequate to
redress poverty and gender dispari-
ties,” it said. President Hassan Sheikh
Mohamud and his government, sup-
ported by international donors and
African troops, is battling an insur-
gency by the Islamist group al
Shabaab, which wants to impose its
strict interpretation of Islam on

Somalia.
An offensive by African Union

peacekeepers and Somali  troops
launched last year has driven the mili-
tants out of major urban strongholds
and into smaller pockets of territory,
but it still stages regular attacks on the
capital and elsewhere. The report said
consumer price inflation was 1.3 per-
cent in 2014. It  also forecast real
growth for 2015 of 2.7 percent with
inflation remaining subdued at about 4
percent.

The IMF noted that the government
was still heavily dependent on aid, call-
ing for the strengthening of fiscal insti-

tutions and improving revenue raising.
Part of the rebuilding effort involves

creating a federal structure to run a
country that was torn apart first by
fighting between clan warlords and
then battles with Islamist rebels.

“Somalia also needs consensus
regarding fiscal federalism, including
responsibilities for service delivery, and
revenue collection and sharing,” the
IMF said. The IMF mission discussions
included meetings with Finance
Minister Mohamad Aden Ibrahim,
Deputy Planning Minister Abdullahi
Sheikh Ali and Central Bank Governor
Bashir Issa Ali. —Reuters

IMF reviews Somali economy for first time in 25 years

HEBRON: A member of the Israeli security forces speaks with a Palestinian man as he opens his shop, which has been
closed since the second “intifada” or uprising in 2000, after Israel approved the reopening of around 70 Palestinian
shops on Shala street, near the Ibrahimi mosque in the flashpoint West Bank city of Hebron yesterday. — AFP

Saudi Arabia’s crude 
oil exports slip in April 

OPEC oil price up to $60.55 pb

NEW YORK: A Wall Street sign in front of the New York
Stock Exchange.  Asian shares pushed higher yesterday
following a rally in US markets.—AP
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Colt Group SA’s largest shareholder, asset manager
Fidelity, offered to take it private in a deal valuing the
telecommunication service provider at about 1.72 billion
pounds ($2.73 billion). The 190 pence per share cash offer
undervalued Colt, said the company’s independent direc-
tors on Friday. The offer represented a 21.3 percent pre-
mium to the stock’s Thursday close.

Shares in Colt, which runs fibre optic networks and
data centres for companies, jumped as much as 23 per-
cent to 192.91 pence yesterday morning, above Fidelity’s
offer. But they were later trading at 190 pence. A third
party could potentially pay much more for Colt, the inde-
pendent directors said. But a deal would not go through
unless Fidelity changes its plan to hold on to its stake
through next year.

Fidelity, one of the founding investors of Colt, said it

would not increase its offer. The firm held 62.4 percent of
Colt. The offer has been accepted by Standard Life
Investments and Ruffer LLP, who together held about 7.8
percent of Colt, Fidelity said. “We have accepted Fidelity’s
... offer as being the best available option in the circum-
stances,” a spokeswoman for Standard Life Investments
said.

Other top shareholders where either unavailable to
comment or declined comment.

“I would consider (the offer) redemption for long suf-
fering Colt shareholders.” Andrew Darley of brokerage
finnCap told Reuters. Colt shares, yesterday’s top percent-
age gainer on London’s FTSE-250 Midcap index, have fall-
en about 11 percent since listing in 2006. Reduction in call
rates have hit the company’s voice services business,
which bring in nearly a third of its revenue.

On its own, Colt will find it difficult to generate “mean-
ingful cash flow” due to inferior economies of scale com-
pared with competitors, J P Morgan Cazenove analysts
had said in February when the company announced
results. The firm is advising Fidelity while Colt is being
advised by Barclays Bank.

M&A in the telecommunication market has been heat-
ing up since Britain’s BT Group Plc agreed to buy EE, the
country’s biggest mobile operator, from Orange and
Deutsche Telekom earlier this year.

Telecoms markets in France, Italy and the UK are ripe
for further consolidation. In UK, converged products
were in short supply, said analysts at EY.  Ownership of
networks was back in fashion, Darley said. Colt’s inde-
pendent directors made no recommendation to share-
holders. —Reuters

Founding investor Fidelity offers to take Colt private

TOKYO: The Bank of Japan held fire on
more stimulus yesterday as it pointed to a
pick-up in the economy, despite flat-lining
inflation that has defied a two-year-old
monetary easing program.

In a widely expected decision, the cen-
tral bank said it would stand pat on a
record 80 trillion yen ($650 billion) annual
asset-buying scheme that is aimed at jack-
ing up prices and kickstarting growth. The
bank also said it would move to improve
its communication by issuing more fre-
quent and detailed reports on its outlook
for the economy and prices, while cutting
the number of policy meetings to eight
from the current 14 a year.

Traders are now waiting for a regular
news briefing from BoJ chief Haruhiko
Kuroda, whose comments last week about
the weakness of the yen sparked a short-
lived surge in the currency. He later back-
tracked on those comments. 

While the yen’s sharp decline has been
good news for Japanese exporters, it has
pushed up the cost of imports and eroded
consumers’ purchasing power.

In Friday forex trading, the dollar
bought 122.99 yen, little changed from
before Friday’s statement and slightly
stronger than 122.93 yen in New York.

“Japan’s economy has continued to
recover moderately,” the BoJ said Friday
following its two-day meeting.
Policymakers pointed to an improvement
in exports, factory output and capital
spending, as Tokyo pushes companies to
hike wages in a bid to stimulate consumer
spending, after a sales tax rise last year
pushed Japan into a brief recession.
“Against the background of steady
improvement in the employment and
income situation, private consumption has
been resilient and housing investment has
started to pick up,” the bank said.

Economists expect a further loosening
of monetary policy, likely later this year, to
bring Japan closer to its two-percent infla-
tion target, which is a cornerstone of Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe’s drive to conquer
years of deflation.

The country’s near-zero inflation rate is
far below the BoJ’s target. Earlier this week,
Japan reported a sharp drop in its May
trade deficit,  but still-lacklustre shipments
overseas failed to offset a fall in energy
imports. In the first quarter of 2015, Japan’s
economy grew 1.0 percent, or 3.9 percent
on an annualized basis. But there was still

concern about the health of the economy,
particularly that weak demand overseas
could drag on factory output as manufac-

turers try to cut an inventory build-up that
boosted growth in the first three months
of the year. — AFP

TOKYO: Governor of the Bank of Japan (BoJ) Haruhiko Kuroda bows to start his regular
press conference in Tokyo yesterday. BoJ held fire on more stimulus yesterday as it
pointed to a pick-up in the economy, despite flat-lining inflation that has defied a two-
year-old monetary easing program. —AFP

BoJ holds fire on stimulus 
as growth gains traction

Flat-line inflation defies easing program

Standard Life names funds 
chief Skeoch as new CEO

LONDON: British insurer Standard Life has appointed the head of its
fund management arm, Keith Skeoch, as the group’s new chief execu-
tive to replace David Nish, who is stepping down after six years at the
helm expanding the company’s investment business.

The move comes as Standard Life sheds non-core insurance opera-
tions and looks to boost fund sales globally as well as in the UK, where
the last government freed up pension investment rules. Standard
Life’s board had been discussing over recent months the develop-
ment of its senior management and succession planning,  “to contin-
ue the delivery of our strategy,” the company said in a statement. “In
the light of this, the board and David have agreed that this is the right
time to hand over to his successor,” it added.

Skeoch is currently chief executive of Standard Life Investments
(SLI), the group’s 258 billion-pound ($410 billion) asset management
business which he joined as chief investment officer just after it was
broken out into a separate unit in 1998. He takes over as group chief
executive on Aug. 5. For Clive Beagles, fund manager of the JOHCM
UK Equity Income Fund, the fourth-biggest investor in Standard Life
by fund, according to Thomson Reuters data, Skeoch’s appointment
made sense even if he was sorry to see Nish go.

“It’s a fairly obvious move. The business is increasingly focusing on
the world of savings and investments, but it’s sad to see David move
on as we think he’s done a very good job. He’s been one of the best-
executing chief executives in our fund.

“There was an awful lot of criticism about the amount of money
they invested in IT and the (distribution) platform, but today, most
people’s observations are that they are a long way ahead of most oth-
er players because of that investment.” Shares in Standard Life were
up 0.08 percent at 473.9 pence by 0953 GMT, valuing the business at
9.37 billion pounds. At the same time the FTSE 100 index was up 0.6
percent. The shares trade on a forward price-to-earnings multiple of
17.3, against 13.1 for rival Legal & General, 13.6 for Prudential and 10.2
for Aviva, according to Thomson Reuters data. Barrie Cornes, analyst at
Panmure Gordon, said Skeoch was “a safe pair of hands” who would
stick with the existing strategy, although he maintained a ‘hold’ rec-
ommendation on Standard Life stock as he considered it fully valued.

The shares are up by 21 percent so far this year, compared with a 1
percent fall in the FTSE 100 and 1 percent rise in the FTSE All-Share
index. Standard Life said in discussing the succession the company
had consulted leading investors, who backed the plan. — Reuters

TOKYO: A pedestrian passes before a share prices board in
Tokyo yesterday. Japan’s share prices rose 183.42 points to
close at 20,174.24 points at the Tokyo Stock Exchange as
Japan’s central bank kept its record stimulus plan unchanged
following a policy meeting.—AFP 

MOSCOW: Moscow said yesterday it was
preparing a “judicial response” to official
asset freezes overseas, after state accounts
and property were reportedly blocked in
Belgium and France over legal claims from
former Yukos shareholders. 

“Russia is working on it. What our
response will be-time will tell,” deputy for-
eign minister Vasily Nebenzya told Interfax
news agency, adding that “whoever acts like
this has to understand that there will be a
counter reaction.” A representative of
claimants from the defunct oil firm said
Thursday that official accounts and buildings
had been frozen in the two countries. 

In Belgium, accounts of the Russian
embassy in Brussels and representative
offices at the European Union and NATO
headquarters were among those affected,
the Russian foreign ministry said. Moscow
summoned the Belgian ambassador to
explain the move and threatened “reciprocal
measures targeting Belgian assets in Russia”.

The Belgian foreign ministry said the
seizures had been conducted by bailiffs with-

out the involvement of the Belgian govern-
ment. In France, accounts in around 40 banks
were frozen along with eight or nine build-
ings, Tim Osborne, executive director of the
main shareholder GML, said.

There was no immediate confirmation of
the asset freezes in France from officials in
Moscow or Paris.

Yukos was once Russia’s biggest oil com-
pany but was broken up after the arrest of its
owner, Kremlin critic Mikhail Khodorkovsky,
in 2003. That came shortly after President
Vladimir Putin warned Russia’s growing class
of oligarchs against meddling in politics.

Khodorkovsky was granted residency in
Switzerland after being released in 2013 fol-
lowing a decade in prison after a presiden-
tial pardon from Putin. Last year, the
Permanent Court of Arbitration in The
Hague ruled that Moscow had forced Yukos
into bankruptcy with excessive tax claims
before selling its assets to state-owned
firms. It ordered Russia to pay Yukos share-
holders a record $50 billion (44 billion
euros) in compensation.—AFP

Russia preparing response 
to overseas asset freezes
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SHANGHAI: China’s major stock indexes fin-
ished the week on a grim note yesterday,
with the Shanghai index ending the week
down 13.3 percent, its worst showing since
the global financial crisis. Many analysts had
warned that Chinese bourses had become
too frothy since their run-up in November,
with some companies trading at 200 or 300
times earnings amid incredible volatility.

The doubling in primary indexes in
Shanghai and Shenzhen since late last year
has made Chinese markets the world’s best
performing major market, but net market
capitalisation of the equity markets, at 66.2
trillion yuan ($10.7 trillion), now exceeds the
size of the country’s gross domestic product.
The correction from the June 12 peak has
wiped out 9.24 trillion yuan worth of value.

“Today’s fall was more savage than we
had expected.  Investors were panicking,”
said Zhang Chen, analyst at Shanghai-based
hedge fund manager Hongyi Investment.

“The market had gained so much previ-
ously, so I think there’s an inherent need for a

correction.” Yesterday, the CSI300 index of
the largest listed companies in Shanghai and
Shenzhen plunged 6.0 percent, to 4,637.05,
while the Shanghai Composite Index lost 6.4
percent, to 4,478.36 points.

Start of major correction?
All the major indexes are down 10 per-

cent from their peaks,  but analysts say it is
unclear if this is the beginning of a longer
correction. In the past, dramatic drops have
only lasted a few days before bargain shop-
pers swept back in, driving stocks to new
highs. The previous corrections were general-
ly short-term reactions to crackdowns on the
exuberant usage of margin financing to fund
investments.

This time, analysts point to liquidity relat-
ed factors, including a flood of IPOs sopping
up cash in the market, the upcoming end of
the first half reporting period for Chinese
companies, and recent moves by the central
bank to tweak its monetary management to
absorb short-term money in the market and

transfer it to longer-term investments.
“Recently, elements that curbed the mar-

ket’s rise are emerging,” Bosera Asset
Management Co said in an emailed com-
ment on the correction. “First...room for fur-
ther monetary easing could be less than
anticipated, and inflows of new investors
could have peaked.  Secondly, a highly-lever-
aged bull (market) is not sustainable.”

Short-term money rates have indeed
risen sharply this week, but they remain well
within what traders consider accommodative
territory, with the benchmark seven-day
bond repurchase agreement - considered
most indicative of general liquidity condi-
tions - trading at 2.72 percent.

As the current rally was set off by a sur-
prise interest rate cut in November, which
caused investors to charge into equities after
years of scorning stocks, some fear that the
end of the easing cycle will provoke a
destructive market crash, as in 2009 after a
similar rally was fuelled by easing monetary
policy. — Reuters

Analysts see start of major correction

QINGDAO: Chinese stock investors check prices at a securities firm in Qingdao, in China’s Shandong province yesterday.
Shanghai shares plunged 6.42 percent on June 19, ending a torrid week as the benchmark index was hit by tight liquidi-
ty and profit-taking after a powerful surge over the past year. — AFP

Tokyo investors eyeing US
data, Greece talks next week
TOKYO: A slate of US economic data and Greece’s bailout talks
will be on Tokyo investors’ radar next week as the clock ticks
down to a deadline for Athens to pay some of its debts.

US housing starts and durable goods orders will be on deck
from Monday with markets keen to see more evidence of a stable
recovery in the world’s biggest economy. After a two-day meet-
ing the Federal Reserve this week held off hiking interest rates
and said any increases would be cautious.

Afterwards, Fed boss Janet Yellen said its first interest rate
hike in nine years would likely come “later this year”. EU President
Donald Tusk called an emergency summit of the leaders of the
19 euro-zone countries for Monday in Brussels after finance min-
isters on Thursday failed to break the five-month-old deadlock
between the anti-austerity government in Athens and its credi-
tors. “With the end-of-June IMF deadline fast approaching,
(German Chancellor) Angela Merkel repeated this week that a
deal was still possible, but if there’s no progress next week we are
likely to see an immediate negative market reaction,” Barclays
said in a research note.

On Friday, the Nikkei 225  at the Tokyo added 0.92 percent,
or 183.42 points, to close at 20,174.24, snapping a four-day los-
ing streak. Over the week, the benchmark index lost 1.14 per-
cent. The Topix index of all first-section shares rose 0.89 per-
cent, or 14.35 points, to 1,631.01. But it was down 1.24 percent
over the week. Tokyo picked up a strong lead from New York
where the tech-focused Nasdaq powered to a fresh record.
Later Friday, the BoJ kept a lid on its record 80 trillion yen
annual asset-buying scheme after it wrapped up a policy
meeting. 

The program is aimed at jacking up prices and kickstarting
growth in the world’s number three economy. Despite the
BoJ’s decision, economists expect a further loosening of mone-
tary policy, likely later this year, to bring Japan closer to its two-
percent inflation target, which is a cornerstone of Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe’s drive to conquer deflation. The country’s
near-zero inflation rate is far below the BoJ’s target. Boosting
Japanese exporters, the dollar ticked up to 123.14 yen from
122.93 yen in New York. Shares in factory robotics maker Fanuc
jumped 3.23 percent to 26,200 yen, lender Mitsubishi UFJ rose
0.64 percent to 860 yen and Fast Retailing, operator of the
Uniqlo clothing chain, slipped 0.06 percent to 52,170 yen. 

Toyota closed up 0.61 percent at 8,234.0 yen as investors
appeared to shrug off news that its most senior female execu-
tive was arrested in a Tokyo hotel on suspicion of violating the
country’s drug control law. — AFP

Chinese markets have worst 
week since financial crisis

TOKYO: Shares pushed higher yesterday
despite a sell-off in China that pushed
Shanghai’s benchmark down 6.4 percent.
Relief over the Federal Reserve’s stance on
putting off an interest rate hike appeared to
be offsetting worries over the stalemate in
talks on Greece’s debt mess. 

KEEPING SCORE: Germany’s DAX gained
0.1 percent to 11,110.90 and Britain’s FTSE
100 was up 0.3 percent at 6,730.85. France’s
CAC40 climbed 0.7 percent to 4,838.70. US
markets seemed ready for small gains after
Thursday’s advance. Dow and S&P futures
were up 0.1 percent.

CHINA JITTERS: Chinese shares have
backed away from recent peaks on worries
that a bubble may be building in equity mar-
kets. A flurry of IPOs is accentuating concerns
over liquidity.  Meanwhile, the government’s
moves to curb risks from margin trading are
also weighing on sentiment.  Real estate

shares were among the hardest hit, though
the Shanghai Composite Index has still
gained nearly 4.6 percent in the past month.

THE QUOTE: Chinese shares have risen
140 percent over 12 months and around 50
percent year-to-date so “volatility is to be
expected as it has risen a bit too far too fast,”
Shane Oliver, head of investment strategy
and chief economist at AMP Capital, said in a
commentary. “The easy gains are probably
over and a period of correction would be
healthy.”

GREEK DRAMA: Investors were monitor-
ing events in Europe, where Greece and its
international lenders are deadlocked in
bailout talks and an emergency summit
meeting is planned for next week. Greece
needs more loans from its creditors before
June 30, when its current bailout program
expires and a 1.6 billion euro ($1.8 billion)
debt repayment is due. A default could result

in Greece leaving the euro currency bloc,
dealing a blow to the project. On Friday,
Greece was hoping to get temporary support
for its banks from the European Central Bank
while the bailout talks continue.

ASIA’S DAY: Japan’s Nikkei 225 rose 0.9
percent to 20,174.24 and the Hang Seng in
Hong Kong added 1.1 percent to 26,984.05.
South Korea’s Kospi gained 0.3 percent to
2,046.96 and Australia’s S&P/ASX 200
jumped 1.3 percent to 5,597.00. The
Shanghai Composite Index tumbled 6.4 per-
cent to 4,478.36 and the smaller Shenzhen
Composite Index lost 5.9 percent to
2,742.18.

THAILAND SCARE: Public health officials
confirmed that dozens of people were
under observation after a 75-year-old man
who travelled to Bangkok from Oman for
treatment of a heart ailment was confirmed
to have the MERS virus. —AP

Global stocks advance despite plunge in China

London considers tie-up
with Shanghai bourse

BEIJING: The London Stock Exchange is considering forging a link
with the Shanghai bourse like that between Hong Kong and the
Chinese financial hub, state media reported yesterday. “We are work-
ing on it and trying to understand what might be involved,” Nicolas
Bertrand, head of equity and derivative markets for the London Stock
Exchange Group (LSE), said in Beijing, according to the China Daily.

The paper said the programme would be similar to the stock con-
nect between the Shanghai and Hong Kong bourses. That scheme,
which was launched in November, enables international investors to
trade selected stocks on Shanghai’s tightly restricted exchange while
also allowing mainland investors to buy shares in the former British
colony. The tie-up was set up as part of China’s move to open up its
financial markets and officials said in March it will also link trading
between the Shenzhen and Hong Kong stock markets, though the
launch is still pending.

Bertrand did not offer a timetable for the inauguration of such a
scheme between London and Shanghai, the report said. It added that
he said such a tie-up would add more complexity to the British
bourse’s operations, adding it was in talks with regulators, clients,
and assets firms to ensure any connection could meet relevant regu-
latory requirements and conditions.  

London is the largest Chinese yuan market outside mainland
China and Hong Kong and the LSE is aiming to launch more trading
products denominated in the currency, the China Daily said.

There are currently 61 Chinese companies listed in Europe’s
biggest financial centre and LSE officials said they are working hard at
attracting more firms from China to list, according to the paper. Jon
Edwards, LSE’s deputy head of primary markets and emerging mar-
kets, said it saw opportunities for Chinese companies floating over-
seas assets in London, adding that those in the oil, gas and commodi-
ties sectors often enquire about dual-listing in the city and another
exchange. — AFP



JAKARTA: Indonesia announced yester-
day it will grant a 30 percent stake of
the Mahakam gas block to be shared
between French Total and Japanese
Inpex, while giving the majority stake to
state-owned oil firm Pertamina in 2018.

Oil giant Total, along with Inpex, has
been running Mahakam, a huge natural
gas block offshore of East Kalimantan
province, since 1967. Total has
expressed it wanted to continue operat-
ing the block when the contract expires
at the end of 2017.

However, President Joko Widodo’s
government wanted Pertamina to take
over the block despite doubts over
Pertamina’s technical and financial
capacity. “The consideration for the
stake allocation is that Pertamina
should really play the role of an opera-
tor which controlled the majority of
interest,  and we also want to give
appreciation to the (current) operators
which have given the investment,”
energy minister Sudirman Said told
reporters.

Pertamina will have to share some of
its 70 percent stake with a local East

Kalimantan company, Said added. To
the frustration of foreign investors, calls
for nationalization of Indonesia’s rich
resources has grown louder in recent
years.

“Most Indonesians now are very
nationalistic, and at the same time the

ideology of the ruling party is also nation-
alistic, so it matched,” Komaidi
Notonegoro, Jakarta-based research body
ReforMiner Institute, said. “What hap-
pened now is something that the public
like, even though investors such as Total
might despise it,” he added. — AFP
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ST PETERSBURG, Russia: Russia is will-
ing to consider giving financial aid to
Greece, President Vladimir Putin’s
spokesman said yesterday ahead of talks
between the leaders of the two coun-
tries.

Greek Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras
traveled to Russia as his country strug-
gles to reach a deal with its creditors for
new loans it needs to avoid defaulting
on debt payments at the end of the
month. Without the bailout, Greece
could be headed for bankruptcy or an
exit from the euro.

Tsipras’s visit has given rise to specu-
lation that the Greeks may be seeking
Russian loans. “If the Greeks ask for a
loan then we will consider it, but they
have not yet asked,” Putin’s spokesman,
Dmitry Peskov, told The Associated
Press. “We would do this because they
are our partners and this is a normal
practice between countries who are
partners.” Deputy Prime Minister Arkady
Dvorkovich also said Russia would con-
sider a loan.

“The most important things for us are
investment projects and trade with
Greece. If financial support is needed, we
will consider this question,” he said in an
interview on RT television, the Tass news
agency reported. Dvorkovich spoke after
Russia and Greece signed a deal yester-
day to build an extension of a prospec-
tive gas pipeline that would carry
Russian gas to Europe through Turkey.

Russia promised Greece hundreds of
millions of dollars in transit payments
yearly if it agreed to build the pipeline.
Construction of the pipeline is expected
to start next year and be completed in
2019.

Russian Energy Minister Alexander

Novak said Russia and Greece would be
equal partners in the project, with
Russia’s half owned by the state bank
VEB. The deal was signed on the side-
lines of Russia’s main investment forum,
an annual gathering of government offi-
cials and business leaders from Russia
and abroad.

Economic Development Minister
Alexei Ulyukayev said during one session
that Russia had no plans to buy Greek
bonds, but was ready support the Greek
economy by stimulating investment by
Russian companies. He pointed to the
gas pipeline as an example.

Tsipras started his day by speaking to
Russians of Greek ancestry at a memorial

to Ioannis Kapodistrias, the founder of
the modern Greek state who had lived
and worked in Russia as a Greek envoy
from 1809 to 1822. “We are starting a
new era in Greek-Russian relations and
we consider you who live here to be
playing a very important part in this
effort,” Tsipras said. “Greece has been
waging a brave fight in these past few
weeks and months. You are well aware
of these types of difficulties and you are
now standing on your feet. This is the
key characteristic of the Greek people, to
be able to overcome difficulties when
right is on their side. The effort is one
made not by the government but by the
entire Greek people.” — AP

Russia willing to consider 
loans to Greece: Kremlin
Putin to meet Tsipras for crucial talks

ST PETERSBURG: Greek Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras (center) shakes hands
with Russian President Vladimir Putin during a session of the St Petersburg
International Economic Forum (SPIEF 2015) in St Petersburg yesterday. — AFP

LONDON: Gold was little changed yesterday, on track for a sec-
ond weekly gain, bolstered by the Federal Reserve’s caution on
US interest rate hikes and worries over Greece, but a recovering
dollar capped the upside.

Spot gold was up 0.1 percent at $1,202.40 an ounce by 1136
GMT, after a 1.3 percent gain on Thursday, its biggest daily rise
since mid-May. Prices have gained 1.8 percent this week so far,
the biggest weekly increase in over a month. Gold had risen to a
three-week high on Thursday, due to a softer dollar after Fed
policymakers said a hike would be appropriate only after further
improvement in the labor market and greater confidence that
inflation would rise.

“Despite this week’s dovish message from the Fed, we are
fundamentally closer to a US rate hike,” Danske Bank senior ana-
lyst Jens Pedersen said. “The rate move, a stronger dollar and
the re-pricing of the US yield curve will limit any upside.” Non-
interest-paying gold has benefited from a record-low interest
rates environment following the 2007-2009 credit crisis. Higher
rates would increase the opportunity cost of holding the metal.

Gold, typically seen as a good bet in times of financial and
economic uncertainty, has barely reacted to the Greek crisis,
with demand failing to emerge robustly.

Gold in euro terms was trading around 9 percent lower than
a near-two-year peak hit in January. “To some extent Greece has
been a support element for gold lately, not because of retail
demand kicking in but because of the wider market risk-off sen-
timent,” Pedersen said.

Athens and its international creditors remain deadlocked
over a debt deal. Euro zone leaders will hold an emergency
summit on Monday to try and avert a Greek default after bank
withdrawals accelerated and government revenue slumped.
Investor positioning remained bearish, with assets of top gold-
backed exchange traded fund SPDR Gold Trust at their lowest
since 2008 and speculators increasing short positions. Asian
physical demand was also sluggish, as a tight price range and
better stock market yields have kept consumers away.

In China, prices on the Shanghai Gold Exchange fell to a dis-
count of up to $2 an ounce to the global price, from a premium
of between $1 and $2 on Thursday, indicating weak demand.

A drop in local stock markets also failed to bring investors
back to gold. Silver was down 0.2 percent at $16.13 an ounce,
while palladium lost 0.4 percent to $716.25, after hitting a 16-
month low in the precious session. Platinum was up 0.1 percent
at $1,081.75, still within sight of a six-year low of $1,066.50 hit
on Wednesday. — Reuters

Gold set for second
weekly jump on

Fed outlook

Indonesia grants 30% stake 
of gas block to Total, Inpex

SENIPAH: An oil and gas processing installation operated by Total E&P
Indonesie in Senipah, East Kalimantan. Indonesia announced yesterday it will
grant a 30 percent stake of the Mahakam gas block to be shared between
French Total and Japanese Inpex, while giving the majority stake to state-
owned oil firm Pertamina in 2018. —AFP 

ZURICH: Switzerland may tighten its anti-money laun-
dering laws after a report by a government-appointed
group found the country was still subject to financial
crime.

A report from Switzerland’s interdepartmental group
on combating money laundering and terrorism financing
(CGMT) comes amid a corruption scandal surrounding
Zurich-based FIFA, world soccer’s governing body. “(The
report) shows that Switzerland is not immune to financial
crime and is still an attractive location for laundering the
proceeds of crime mostly committed abroad,”
Switzerland’s government said in a statement.

Money laundering tied to sporting organizations was
not part of the report. Although CGMT found existing
legislation to be an adequate response to current risks, it
still recommended eight measures to improve the exist-
ing anti-money laundering infrastructure. These include
pushing for more dialogue between the public and pri-
vate sectors as well as developing and systemising statis-
tics.

After reviewing the report, Switzerland’s government
will make its recommendations to parliament. Last
month, Switzerland announced a criminal investigation
and seized computers at FIFA headquarters on the same
day that the United States shook the sport with the
announcement of indictments of 14 soccer officials and
businessmen. — Reuters

Switzerland may
tighten anti-money

laundering rules
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BERLIN: A woman poses with a can of cat food in front of the Reichstag  building, host of the German Federal Parliament,
in Berlin, yesterday to protest against the German policy on Greece. The text on the poster reads ‘thank you for poverty
Mr Schaeuble’.— AP

BERLIN: As the Greek debt drama careers toward a dangerous cli-
max, the mood in Germany has deteriorated to the point where a
slight majority now believes Athens should leave the euro-zone.

Five years into the crisis, opinion polls, newspaper headlines
and politicians’ barbs reflect a growing exasperation with the
government of leftist Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras and its hard-
ball negotiating tactics.

With the clock ticking and no deal in sight between Athens
and its EU-IMF creditors, many voters in Europe’s biggest econo-
my and effective paymaster think it is time to cut Greece loose
from the 19-member currency union.

“They never should have entered the euro-zone,” said Berlin
pensioner Bernd Tuerck, 67, recalling that Greece’s entry was
based on flawed economic data. Although he doesn’t believe
German Chancellor Angela Merkel or the European Union will
allow a “Grexit” to happen now, he said: “I am scared for my chil-
dren and grandchildren who will have to finance that country”.

Cologne businesswoman Nicole Baumann, 55, said it annoyed
her that Greece would not cut pensions while many elderly
Germans scrape by on little money and added: “I think the Greeks
should be kicked out of the euro and get no more aid.”

A poll last week showed that 51 percent of respondents
believe Greece should leave the euro, a near 20-percent jump
since Tsipras’s hard-left party took power early this year in reces-
sion-weary Greece. This compared to 46 percent in a French poll
who backed a ‘Grexit’, and 42 percent who favoured a Greek EU
exit in an Italian survey.

“The German people are losing patience with the Greek posi-
tion,” said Matthias Jung of the institute that conducted the poll
for public broadcaster ZDF, noting “a steady trend since the start
of the year”.

Some 70 percent now oppose any further concessions, which
they see as caving in to Greek “blackmail”, he said. Nonetheless,
Jung said, the poll also shows Germans regard a euro-zone
breakup as “a scenario to be avoided at all cost”.

Merkel has stressed she wants Greece to stay in the euro,
repeating mantra-like that “where there’s a will, there’s a way”.
But lawmaker Gunther Krichbaum from Merkel’s conservative
party told foreign journalists Thursday that “many in the popula-
tion-and this is not just a German phenomenon-are saying, it’s
enough, we have already shown great solidarity.

“There have been a lot of provocations from Athens, especially
towards Germany. People see things very emotionally.”

‘Bottomless pit’ 
Merkel has been Europe’s leading voice preaching austerity

and tough reforms in return for bailout cash-a position that has
seen her caricatured in Nazi garb in Greece, but gone down well
with German voters worried about public finances.

Daniela Schwarzer, of think-tank the German Marshall Fund of
the United States, said that in past years “taboos were broken
about ‘Nazi Germany’ and ‘lazy Greek pensioners’, but still
German public opinion didn’t turn completely hostile toward
Greece”. The mood had now taken a turn for the worse, she said,
because many Germans “no longer believe that this country
wants to, or can, play by the jointly agreed rules and objectives”.

“There is also a huge degree of disillusionment and frustration
with the public criticism of Germany coming out of Greece.” Even
the centre-left Vice Chancellor Sigmar Gabriel, so far sympathetic
with debt-wracked Greece, has tapped into the shifting mood.

“All over Europe there is a growing sentiment: Enough!” he
wrote in the mass-market Bild daily, accusing Athens of being
“just about to gamble away the future of their country-and that of
Europe as well”. 

The tabloid style Bild has itself campaigned against the Tsipras
government, claiming it is squandering German taxpayers’ mon-
ey into a “bottomless pit”. In February it published full-page
“Nein” posters objecting to more help for Greece, which it urged
its readers to hold up before cameras. News website Spiegel
Online’s columnist Jakob Augstein argued  that Merkel has pan-
dered to the sentiment that “greedy Greeks are trying to grab
German money”. 

“That’s the only way the euro crisis is now being talked about
in this country,” wrote Augstein. Schwarzer said the crisis high-
lights a gulf between a German rules-based approach and the
Greek position that creditors’ austerity demands “are completely
unfair because they feel they are carrying all the burden”. “The
Greeks find it illegitimate that you get detailed plans imposed on
your economic and budgetary policy, and the Germans find it ille-
gitimate if a country doesn’t govern by the rules,” she told AFP.
“They are very different notions of what is good economic and
fiscal policy, and of what is legitimate or not legitimate.”  — AFP

German public mood
darkens on Greece

Many think it’s time to cut Greece loose from EU

LISBON: Europeans in countries which adopted unpopular aus-
terity measures to overcome the recent financial crisis are start-
ing to reap the rewards, even if times are still hard for many and
numerous factors are playing a role in the recovery.

Spain has one of the fastest-growing economies in the
European Union. Ireland, a model student in the lessons of aus-
terity, has slashed unemployment nearly in half in the past three
years.  And even Portugal, one of the worst-hit of the crisis coun-
tries, is showing tentative green shoots of economic growth.
With the government in Athens rebelling against austerity, some
people see Greece as trying to duck out of its commitments and
dodge the pain that others went through. Here is a look at senti-
ment among people in three of the euro-zone’s hardest-hit
countries:

SPAIN
Gone are the almost daily protests from Spanish streets when

hundreds of thousands of people voiced their anger over cut-
backs and soaring unemployment in recent years. But don’t be
fooled - Spaniards are by no means jumping with joy at the way
things have turned out.

“People are not happy, simply more resigned. We’re more
used to the situation now than when the crisis erupted,” said
Stefania Gracia, a children’s television programmer. “I have the
impression that things are improving but there is still a long way
to go because things are bad, a lot of people are going through
bad times.”

The European Union’s fifth-largest economy, Spain was bat-
tered when the country’s construction bubble burst after the
global financial crisis of 2008, leaving banks saddled with bad
loans. Spain emerged from a double-dip recession only at the
end of 2013.

Spain avoided having to seek a full-blown bailout but it was
forced by its European Union partners and the International
Monetary Fund to adopt painful measures. Those included deep
cuts in health and education, tax increases, wage freezes, and
reforms that made it easier to hire and fire.

The country, however, is on the rebound. The economy has
grown for the past seven quarters and is among the fastest-
growing in the EU at an expected 3.1 percent this year, accord-
ing to the IMF. It is also among those creating most jobs -
500,000 over the last year, following labor reforms. 

That compares with Italy, which shunned austerity, and
whose economy is forecast by the national statistics agency to
grow just 0.7 percent this year, with unemployment edging
down from 12.7 percent  to 12.5 percent despite reformist
Premier Matteo Renzi’s ambitious “Jobs Act.”

That said, Spain’s unemployment rate is still at a staggering
24 percent - and more than double that for people under age 25.

“Spain hasn’t done a bad job, it has fulfilled its commitments
and that, compared to Greece, give its more credibility,” said per-
sonal trainer Magda Barcelo. “It’s seen as having lived up to its
pledges while Greece has created more uncertainty among for-
eign investors because they have confronted them a lot.”

Sales company businessman Miguel Arcero agreed. “The
economy is getting better thanks to the government, Spanish
businesses and the effort Spaniards have made. Spain has done
things correctly, Greece hasn’t. Greece, if it doesn’t pay, they
should take it out of the euro,” he said.

IRELAND
Weak regulation of banks that overheated during a decade-

long property boom and then almost collapsed forced Ireland to
request a 67.5 billion euro ($76 billion) international rescue loan
in 2010.

In return, Dublin had to roll back some of the salary hikes and
welfare rights that proliferated when times were good - the so-
called Celtic Tiger years. The Irish went along with austerity, rec-
ognizing their economy had lost its way.

Dermot Coughlan, a car salesman on Dublin’s north side, said
“we suffered, my taxes went up and my holidays went down,
but as a nation we felt like we deserved it.”

Breaking off from washing one of the used cars at his street-
side dealership, Coughlan said Ireland’s problems were no less
difficult than Greece’s, “but we took it hard on the chin, we
didn’t riot in the streets, and eventually the money started flow-
ing in again.” Ireland is now widely regarded as a poster boy for
austerity. The country is forecast this year to post the strongest
economic growth in the 28-nation EU, with a 4.6 percent expan-
sion.  Unemployment, which peaked at 15 percent in 2012, is
expected to fall to 8.6 percent by the end of this year. — AP

Crisis-hit Europeans: 
Greece must knuckle 
down like they did



www.kuwaittimes.net

SA
TU

RD
A

Y,
 J

U
N

E 
20

, 2
01

5

SEE PAGE 26

A Kuwaiti vendor arranges his
dates at a market on June
18,2015, on the first day of the
holy Muslim month of Ramadan,
in downtown Kuwait City. For
Muslims across the world, the
beginning of the ninth month in
the Muslim lunar calendar which
marks the start of Ramadan is a
time for spiritual reflection,
prayers and fasting. During
Ramadan practicing Muslims do
not eat, drink, smoke or have sex
between sunrise and sunset. 
— Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat 
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The ‘Wrecking Ball’ hitmaker and the Victoria’s Secret
Angel are said to have been dating “for months” and are
known to friends as “a couple”. A source told the New

York Daily News newspaper’s Confidenti@l column: “They
hold hands and hug and are very comfortable together.
They’re definitely together.” Miley and Stella have been seen
spending a lot of time together since the 22-year-old singer
split from Patrick Schwarzenegger in March, including trips to
LAs Vegas and the South by Southwest festival in Texas, and
can regularly be spotted in pictures on one another’s
Instagram feeds. Miley - who met the 24-year-old New
Zealander through her assistant and best friend Cheyne
Thomas - has recently opened up about her experiences of
dating both men and women. She said: “There are times in my
life where I’ve had boyfriends or girlfriends. And there are
times where I just love being with myself and don’t want to
give part of myself away to someone else ... I think that’s a
new freedom for women, especially.” And the ‘Party in the
USA’ hitmaker - who was previously engaged to Liam
Hemsworth - also recalled opening up about her sexuality to
her mother Tish when she was 14. She said: “I remember
telling her I admire women in a different way. And she asked
me what that meant. And I said, I love them. I love them like I
love boys. And it was so hard for her to understand. “She
didn’t want me to be judged and she didn’t want me to go to
hell. But she believes in me more than she believes in any
God. I just asked for her to accept me. And she has.”

Miley Cyrus reportedly
dating Stella Maxwell

Kendall
thinks Caitlyn
doc will ‘do so 

much good’
The 19-year-old old model is “excited” about ‘I Am Cait’ -

which follows her parent, who was previously known as
Bruce Jenner, as she settles into her new life as a woman

- and believes it will have a positive impact. She said: “I think
that he can honestly do so much good with everything and
I’m excited for it. If he’s excited, I’m excited for him.(sic)” And
Kendall credits Caitlyn, along with her mother Kris Jenner, for
helping her achieve the success she has today by instilling a
sense of maturity in her at a young age. She told E! News: “My
parents raised me. My dad especially was hard on Kylie and I
when we were kids and taught us how to be mature adults at
a very young age. And we grew up with sisters who are 16
years older than us, so we grew up with that sense of maturi-
ty—but I try and be a kid sometimes too.” Though her sched-
ule is busier than ever, the ‘Keeping Up With the Kardashians’
star insists she is happy with things being so hectic. She said:
“I’m so used to our family with our craziness, we’ve always
been like this so I’m used to it.” But Kendall is still stunned by
how well she is doing in her modeling career. She admitted: “I
would never have expected it but I’m so glad it’s all worked
out like this, it’s a dream come true.”

The 67-year-old actor - who’s reprised the role of The
Terminator for the latest film in the sci-fi franchise - has
claimed machines have supplanted humans in the way

predicted by director James Cameron’s 1984 original movie.
Speaking at Vue Westfield in London’s Shepherd’s Bush, the
Hollywood star told BANG Showbiz: “In 1984 people thought it
was absolutely crazy, the world that James had created. Little
did we know that one day it would become a reality. “Machines
have totally taken over. We cannot keep up. I play chess on the
computer at medium difficulty and get beaten every second
game. “All that needs to happen now is for machines to become
self-aware. That is the only step missing in order to get to that
level where The Terminator is. “We were almost filming reality.
It’s not like, ‘Oh man, this is never going to happen’, like in
1984.” Meanwhile, Arnold also revealed some of the franchise’s
best-loved catchphrases are to be rolled out in ‘Terminator
Genisys’,  but remains surprised by their popularity. He
explained: “I had not the foggiest idea that ‘I’ll be back’ would be
said again by anybody. “‘Hasta La Vista, baby’ - I was like, ‘Why
are we speaking Spanish in this movie?’ “Now I go to shopping
malls and people scream to me, ‘Get to the chopper!’ from
Predator or, ‘You shouldn’t drink and bake’, or, ‘It’s not a
tumor’.”You do not know when you shoot a movie what line is
going to be popular. It’s the fans who make that decision.”

Schwarzenegger thinks

robots have taken over 
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The ‘Wall Street’ actor was joined by Catherine Zeta-Jones
and their children Dylan, 14, and Carys, 12, at a ceremo-
ny in Israel, where he picked up honor which has been

dubbed the ‘Jewish Nobel Prize’. The 70-year-old star was
awarded the prize for his work promoting a more welcoming
and inclusive Judaism. The ceremony’s host, Jay Leno, said:
“The mission of the Genesis Prize group is to honor excellence
in one’s chosen professional field, and whose actions and
achievements embody the character of the Jewish people
who are committed to Jewish values, the Jewish community at
large and the State of Israel. And that perfectly describes my
friend, Michael. “At a time when people around the world
debate ‘Who is a Jew,’ choosing Michael Douglas has a pro-
found meaning.” According to the Jerusalem Post newspaper,
Michael picked up a $3.5 million prize, with $1 million coming
from the Genesis Prize Foundation, $1.5 million from the

Jewish Funders Network and the final $1 million from busi-
nessman Roman Abramovich. The ‘Behind the Candelabra’
star will now work with the foundation to find the most bene-
ficial way to re-gift the money to help the Jewish community.
And the actor appeared tearful in his acceptance speech at the
Jerusalem theatre as he urged followers of the faith to “open
their tent flaps... so that all who want to come in and join our
tribe know they are welcome.” He added: “For if we make
those on the outside feel unwelcome, they will never know
the joys that I have known: of being welcomed among my
brothers and my sisters in a Jewish land; I will always come
back to this blessed and heroic place, which for me will always
be home.”    

Michael Douglas receives the Genesis Prize

The ‘Blank Space’ hitmaker and the ‘Heart
Wants What It Wants’ singer are best
pals and are reportedly keen on work-

ing in the studio together on a joint track. A
source said: “Selena and Taylor talk about
music all the time. It wouldn’t surprise me if
they collaborate on something soon. “But
when they do decide to work on something
together, they want it to be out of this world,
and be about friendship, boys, and overcom-
ing anything. They always talk about this
when they see each other!” The pair are said
to have even sat down together to discuss
songwriting, with Selena taking musical inspi-
ration from the 25-year-old star. An insider

told HollywoodLife.com: “Taylor has sat down
with Selena a few times to talk about the writ-
ing process. Despite all her success, she never
comes off as arrogant or like a know-it-all. She
just suggested a few things that helped her
along the way, and now Selena has incorpo-
rated them into her music. “Selena’s written a
lot more songs based on her personal experi-
ence and heartbreaks. It was Taylor that she
drew inspiration from in that sense, who told
her that’s something she should really focus
on, because it’s what young people, especial-
ly young female fans, can relate to.”

Swift and Gomez talk
about collaborating

The ‘Mean Girls’ star is reportedly keen on
starting a family and is “rushing head first”
into planning a pregnancy. A source said:

“She’s been telling people she’ll be pregnant by
the end of the year. She’s rushing head first into
this.” The news that the 28-year-old actress -
who is dating Mathia Milani - wants to have a
baby has shocked her pals, who think she is
“crazy” to consider having a baby right now. The
source added to US’ OK! magazine: “It’s crazy,
because only a few weeks ago Lindsay was
drawing up lists of guys to date. “Most people
are convinced this romance with Mathia is noth-
ing more than a fling.” Meanwhile, Lindsay
recently vowed to make a “fresh start” with her
“clean slate”. Speaking after she completed her

community service for a reckless driving inci-
dent, which took place in 2012, she said: “I am
very grateful to those at Brooklyn Community
Services, Duffield and The Ali Forney Center for
welcoming me into their services and allowing
me to finish my court ordered Community
Service hours. “Thank you to Shawn [Holley,
lawyer] and everyone involved for having faith
in me and supporting me in getting the job
done. “I look forward to working with The Ali
Forney Center and BCS in the future. Thank you
for the inspiration. Clean slate. Fresh start.
Bless.”

Scherzinger
doesn’t ‘deprive’

herself of anything

The ‘Poison’ hitmaker has insisted that when it
comes to healthy eating, she won’t ban any
foods completely. She said: “I don’t deprive

myself of anything. I have everything in modera-
tion.” Sharing her daily food diary with PEOPLE
magazine, she revealed she drinks up to eight
glasses of water a day and enjoys yoghurt and gra-
nola for breakfast and a pasta dish for dinner. And
one British food custom the 36-year-old singer
refuses to ban is the English picnic, which she has in
her garden at her Los Angeles home. She said: “I’m
bringing England to LA by having family picnics in
my backyard. I’ve got cups of tea and scones, but
I’m already missing my curry and fish and chips.
“Although being in Los Angeles does make you
want to eat salads and kale, so I’m back to my regu-
lar diet.” Nicole is also enjoying the weather in the
sunshine state but admitted she doesn’t always like
travelling for work. She added: “The UK is my sec-
ond home but, right now, I’m done with it and I’m
ready to get my LA tan on. It’s good to be back. The
sun is always shining here.” Nicole adores her work
but admits she doesn’t always enjoy life on the
road. “I love travelling, but I hate living out of a suit-
case. Packing and unpacking is a pain in the butt,
but when you are at home you want to be back out
on the road and vice versa.” - Bangshowbiz 

Lohan
wants 

to be 

pregnant 
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NEW DELHI: The heart of India’s capital will transform into a sea
of colorful mats tomorrow as thousands perform the camel, cobra
and other postures for the first International Yoga Day champi-
oned by Narendra Modi. Shortly after dawn on a New Delhi
boulevard, some 35,000 bureaucrats, students, soldiers and oth-
ers are to take part in the 35-minute mass outdoor yoga session,
hopeful of qualifying for the Guinness Book of Records.

Yoga enthusiasts in other countries are also expected to
stretch and bend for Sunday’s celebration of the ancient Indian

practice, including in Britain where mats will be rolled out along
the banks of the River Thames. India’s prime minister, a vegetari-
an who practices the craft daily, has made Yoga Day a key initia-
tive of his Hindu nationalist government since he took office 13
months ago.

“Yoga has the power to bring the entire humankind together!”
Modi tweeted last year after pitching the idea during his speech
to the UN General Assembly. Preparations in India have been
gathering pace since the UN agreed to the day, with schools, mili-
tary barracks and even jails encouraged to participate in their
own sessions tomorrow. Bollywood superstar Amitabh Bachchan
and others have been roped in for promotion, and Modi’s many
potbellied officials ordered to classes to practice “wind-releasing”
and other postures.

Posters and other advertisements have also been published
throughout the country encouraging residents to descend on
their local park for “yoga for harmony and peace”. Modi calls yoga
“the anchor of my life”, helping him work long hours on little
sleep. But the premier will make only a speech on Sunday and not
take to the mat himself at the mass session along Rajpath boule-
vard.

Modi wants to reclaim yoga as an historical part of Indian cul-
ture which has been lost to the West because of its enormous
popularity. The premier, a staunch Hindu nationalist, has set up a
ministry dedicated to promoting yoga, Ayurveda and other tradi-
tional Indian treatments. And he has started free yoga classes for
his government’s three million bureaucrats and their families.

“Yoga is the soft power of India and through that soft power
the whole world can be one global village... (and) violence can be
removed with this kind of peace,” Foreign Minister Sushma
Swaraj has told reporters. Swaraj will be at the UN’s headquarters
in New York for the day’s launch when scores are expected to
strike a pose in Times Square.

Celebrating yoga

Indian schoolchildren take part in a yoga program in Chennai on June 19, 2015, ahead of International Yoga Day. Indian yoga practitioners participate in a full dress rehearsal
for International Yoga Day in New Delhi.

A yoga instructor, (right) evaluates a patient at Vivekananda
Yoga Anusandhana Samsthana University hospital in Jigani,
near Bangalore.

An Indian Muslim woman and a man perform yoga at a gar-
den in Ahmadabad, India. 

Young Indian girls from the Yoga and Cultural Association
of Gujarat practice yoga in Ahmedabad.

Twist and chant: 
India gears up for Yoga Day
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across India

Against Islam 
But the preparations have sparked criticism, mostly from reli-

gious minorities who accuse Modi’s government of pushing a
pro-Hindu agenda in officially secular India. Some Muslim groups
complained last week that chanting the sacred Hindu sound of
“Om” during yoga as well as certain poses, such as “surya
namaskar” or sun salutation, have clear Hindu overtones and
were against Islam. 

“While doing yoga, one needs to do surya namaskar, which
means you pray to the sun. The government needs to understand
Muslims cannot pray to anybody except Allah,” Asaduddin
Owaisi, a Muslim lawmaker, told the Press Trust of India news
agency. Hardline Hindu lawmaker Yogi Adityanath, from Modi’s
right-wing Bharatiya Janata Party, has meanwhile said those
objecting to yoga could drown themselves in the sea or leave
India.

The government quickly distanced itself from his comments,
reassuring critics that participation was optional and that the day
was focused on improving health. Scholars believe yoga dates
back 5,000 years, based on archaeological evidence and refer-
ences to yogic teachings in the ancient Hindu scriptures of the
Vedas. Experts like Ishwar Basavaraddi, head of the Delhi-based
Morarji Desai National Institute of Yoga, described it as India’s
“best cultural export” that transcends religion and soothes hectic
lifestyles.

“The foundation of yoga is science and philosophy, not any
religion,” Basavaraddi told AFP, defining it as “holistic exercise
through energy and mind management”. Yoga novice Halil
Ahmed, a paramilitary soldier in Delhi who has been taking part
in government-sponsored classes, agreed. “Yoga brings peace to
the body and mind,” Ahmed told AFP after a recent session spent
chanting “Om”. “Yoga has benefited me in multiple ways.”

Indian yoga practitioners participate in a full dress rehearsal
for International Yoga Day.

Indian Navy men perform Yoga during rehearsals for the
International Yoga Day. 

Indian yoga practitioners participate in a full dress rehearsal for International Yoga Day in
New Delhi.

Indian yoga practitioners participate in a session organized by the Bharatiya Yog Sansthan
Association in Amritsar.

Indian acid attack survivors, 20-year-old, Rupa (left), 26-year-old, Laxmi (center) and  30-year-old, Sonia attend a yoga class
ahead of International Yoga Day in New Delhi. — AP/AFP photos  
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For millions of Muslims, the holy month of Ramadan marks a
time for ritual fasting during the day and, often, a large meal
with friends and family after sundown. For those buying and

selling ritually approved halal meat, it’s a time to pay close atten-
tion to ensure the food the observant are eating is exactly that.

It’s harder than it sounds. Not only is it difficult to regulate, but
some critics raise questions about whether the doctrine of
church-state separation means governments should even get
involved.  That means policing is sometimes up to the meat sell-
ers themselves as demand for halal products grows in the US
along with the Muslim population.

Gul Muhammad, who opened a halal meat shop in New Jersey
this year, said he visits farms and slaughterhouses himself to
make sure the animals are being slaughtered according to the
religious standards generally adhered to by the world’s estimated
1.6 billion Muslims.

“I think we’re all responsible for what we eat. We can’t just say
that guy is selling me halal and it’s up to him,” said Muhammad,
who says a meat supplier once offered to sell him “50/50 meat” -
half halal and half not. “If you’re going to give someone the
chance to do something fishy, they are going to do it. If I am sell-
ing this meat and I am certifying it as (halal), then it is on me.”

Range of opinions 
Observant Muslims aren’t supposed to eat pork or drink alco-

hol, but there is a range of opinions on what is considered halal;
for instance, some Muslims are OK eating poultry killed by
machines, and some aren’t. The USDA inspects products made
from ritually slaughtered animals - both halal and kosher food
that meets standards of Jewish law - but leaves decisions on
whether the ritual is acceptable to religious organizations that
certify meat as halal.

“If someone is touting a product as halal, it should be regulat-
ed as such,” said Atiya Aftab, an attorney in South Brunswick and
member of the board of overseers of the Islamic Society of Central
Jersey. “You need to have that element of the government over-
seeing labeling. On the other hand, there is that responsibility on
the individual to do some sort of due diligence.” There is also a
growing group of Muslims, like Aftab and Muhammad, who value
how animals are treated before they are killed as much as how
they are killed. Hamzah Wald Maqbul, of the nonprofit Halal
Advocates, said that the intricacies of halal and separation of
church and state make it difficult for the government to fully
prosecute fraud. “What they can do, like many states do, there are
halal laws that revolve around the idea of transparency,” he said.
“If someone claims something is halal, the consumer has the right
to know what the definition of halal is according to that vendor .
but (that’s a) far cry from being able to enforce it.”

First-time offenders 
New Jersey adopted the Halal Food Consumer Protection Act

in 2000, requiring halal food sellers to disclose information,
including whether they sell both halal and non-halal food. It put
out a reminder last week reminding businesses and consumers of
the law, which includes fines as high as $10,000 for first-time
offenders. Nine states now have similar laws, including New York,
which requires halal establishments and certifiers register with
the state.

New Jersey regulators have visited more than 600 halal busi-
nesses since 2013, according to the Division of Consumer Affairs,
but have not issued any violations. There is no known public data-
base of violations for selling non-halal meat as halal. In November
2011, a supermarket chain in Anaheim, California, paid $527,000
after it sold regular meat as halal, and a wholesaler in England
was fined nearly $100,000 last year after investigators caught the
company putting the halal label on chicken that was traced to a

supplier that did not sell halal meat.
Late last year, the owners of a halal beef supplier in Iowa were

charged with selling $4.9 million in beef that prosecutors said did
not follow the halal practices it promised. A manager pleaded
guilty to directing workers at the Midamar Corp. to repackage
beef products from a slaughterhouse that wasn’t approved for
export to Malaysia and Indonesia. The company has denied

wrongdoing and moved to dismiss the case, arguing the charges
violate the First Amendment. Islamic Services of America, which
certified halal beef for Midamar, said the US government can’t
enforce religious slaughter protocols. — AP

Atiya Aftab, center, picks up her Ramadan meat order from her butcher shop, Chops and
Steaks on Wednesday, June 17, 2015, in North Brunswick, NJ. — AP photos

Owner Gul Muhammad stands under graphics showing the meat cuts of goat and beef at
his Chops and Steaks where butchers prepare Ramadan meat orders for customers.

Butcher Tauqeer Ahmed chops poultry as Omneya Samad gathers customer orders of meat for Ramadan at Chops and
Steaks.

During Ramadan, keeping an eye

out for fraudulent halal meat
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The Muslim holy month of Ramandan unites the Islamic world in
a devotional act of fasting from sunrise to sunset-but in Senegal
its approach brings divisive arguments over the moon. The

annual observance, when the faithful commemorate the original rev-
elation of the Holy Quran to Prophet Mohammed (PBUH), begins with
the appearance of the first slender crescent of the new moon. 

Yet this event is determined-in strict accordance with the Quran-
by observation with the naked eye, a practice many see as outdated.
The country’s only astronomical society is pushing for reform to inject
some science into the process, but faces opposition from traditional-
ists in the conservative west African nation. The National Commission
for the Observation of the Lunar Crescent (CONACOCC) has the task of
determining the beginning of each lunar month and this week
declared that Ramadan would start yesterday.

But many Senegalese Muslims began fasting on Thursday, emulat-
ing neighboring Mauritania, Mali and the Gambia, as well as Saudi
Arabia, home to the sacred pilgrimage sites of Medina and Mecca.
“The observation of the lunar crescent occupies a very important
place in our activities because it is the subject that most interests the
Senegalese,” Maram Kaire, chairman of the Senegalese Association for
the Promotion of Astronomy, told AFP. “We have been trying for more
than five years to make a statement at the approach of religious festi-
vals to raise awareness about how the crescent moon works and how
to observe it.”

‘For us to adapt’ 
The scientist believes the method of simply staring up at the sky is

becoming increasingly anachronistic, 400 years after the invention of
the telescope. “Visual observation is uncertain because it is at the mer-
cy of weather factors, like an overcast sky, for example,” says Kaire,
whose members use modern methods to determine the lunar cycle.

In north and west Africa, where Sunni Islam’s Maliki school of reli-

gious law is dominant, this method of empirical observation is the
norm. But in Turkey, a Hanafite country with a more liberal, secular
reputation, astronomical calculations are used to predict dates on the
lunar calendar years in advance. A public debate in Dakar this week on
following countries like Turkey demonstrated that there is very little
consensus on the issue.

“Using only calculations does not conform to sharia (Islamic law).
The science has limits and sharia is the basis of everything,” said
Ismaila Ndiaye, an imam. But fellow Muslim cleric Khadim Rassoul
Gueye argued that it was time to “use science for better accuracy”.
“Sharia will not change one iota. It is for us to adapt,” said Gueye, who
is responsible for calculating prayers times and the lunar calendar at
the mosque in the capital’s Point E neighborhood.

‘God is omniscient’ 
An estimated 90-95 percent of Senegalese are estimated to be

Muslim, and Islamic practice takes the form of membership of one of
four Sufi brotherhoods led by a “marabout”, or Quranic teacher. Each
of these-the larger Tijaniyyah and Muridiyyah orders, the pan-Islamic
Qadiriyyah and the smaller Layene-instruct their followers on the start
of Ramadan after studying the skies with the naked eye, adding to the
background noise.

“In Senegal, it is the families that give the ‘ndigel’ to fast,” said
Ndiaye, using the word for “order” in the local Wolof language. “Each
family has its own committee to which its followers refer.” A CONA-
COCC member told AFP on condition of anonymity that Senegal’s
most senior marabouts were in agreement that this was the proper
way to do things.  “This is what the Prophet did. This is the way we still
do things,” he said. “In the days of the prophet Mohammed, such
tools as the telescope and the mobile phone did not exist,” he went
on.

“But God is omniscient and knew all this and asked for observation
to be performed with the naked eye. Astronomical calculations bring
problems and Muslim scientists have rejected them.” But Ahmed
Kante, chairman of the Forum of Knowledge and Values, a secular
association, said differences have existed since the first generations of
Muslims argued over the start of the lunar month, the use of technol-
ogy and astronomical calculations. “Resistance to change is not pecu-
liar to Senegal. It is a problem of education, culture and even politics,”
he said. — AFP 

Senegal’s reformers call for 
science to fix Ramadan dates

Tens of thousands of Muslim worshippers streamed through
Jerusalem’s Old City to one of Islam’s most revered sites yes-
terday as Israel eased restrictions for the fasting month of

Ramadan. Police said at least 80,000 people from east Jerusalem,
Israel and the West Bank had gone to Al-Aqsa mosque, Islam’s
third-holiest site, for Friday prayers, the first since this week’s start
of Ramadan.

There were also 500 Palestinians from the Gaza Strip who were
allowed rare permission to pray at the site, an Israeli official said.
They made their way through the Old City’s narrow alleyways and
plazas, decorated in areas with lights and lanterns. Sellers hawked
prayer mats to passing pilgrims. Women of all ages and men aged
40 and over from the Israeli-occupied West Bank were allowed
into Jerusalem without permits, normally required to cross check-

points and exit the territory.
According to police, 48,000 Palestinians from the West Bank

were among yesterday’s visitors compared to a few thousand on
an average Friday. Sheikh Azzam Al-Khatib, head of the Islamic
Waqf which runs Al-Aqsa, told AFP he estimated 200,000 worship-
pers were in and around the compound. Police and border guards
were deployed in force with riot gear and assault rifles. 

‘Holiest place for Muslims’
Roads were cordoned off around the Old City and barricades

were set up near the entrances to the mosque. White-robed men
walked while twirling prayer beads, and veiled local women
begged to pilgrims for alms. Men and boys who had decorated
their stores with gaudy flashing lights and blared Koranic recita-
tions out of CD players sold sweets to pilgrims for the breaking of
their fast after sundown.

“This is the holiest place for Muslims in Palestine, and we’re
excited as always to make the journey,” said 64-year-old Ahmed
from the West Bank city of Ramallah, preferring to give only his
first name. “It took a while to get through the checkpoint at
Qalandiya (between Ramallah and Jerusalem) but it was worth it.”
This year was expected to mark the first time since the second
Palestinian uprising in the early 2000s that Israeli authorities per-
mitted West Bank residents to take direct buses from Palestinian
cities to the Al-Aqsa esplanade. But the direct buses were not in
place this yesterday, with Major General Yoav Mordechai, head of
the defense ministry unit which manages civilian affairs in the
West Bank, saying it was “due to the lack of preparation of the
Palestinian Authority.”

There was no immediate reaction from the Palestinian
Authority. Men under 40 from the West Bank still needed permits
to enter, and Palestinian officials say more must be done to allow
access for all those who wished to pray to do so at Al-Aqsa, which
Jews call the Temple Mount and consider the holiest site in their
religion. — AFP 

Senegalese Imam khadim Rassoul Gueye looks towards the
moon as he stands on the Corniche in Dakar as preparations
begin for the start of the Islamic holy month of Ramadan. — AFP 

Tens of thousands pray at Jerusalem’s Al-Aqsa 

Palestinian Muslim worshipers pray outside the Dome of the
Rock at the Al-Aqsa Mosque compound in Jerusalem during the
first Friday prayer of the holy month of Ramadan. — AFP photos
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Lady Gaga turned up in a black bra and dark panties before
switching to a zebra-striped suit. Tony Bennett stuck to old-
fashioned blue, while Stephen Colbert looked at home in den-

im and a cowboy hat.
Bennett, Colbert, Lady Gaga and Van Morrison were among the

featured singers and speakers Thursday night at the 46th annual
Songwriters Hall of Fame ceremony, a three hour journey through
the vast and unpredictable range of American music. New inductees
included country stars Toby Keith and Bobby Braddock, the late
Chicago bluesman Willie Dixon, the Grateful Dead songwriting team
of Robert Hunter and the late Jerry Garcia, pop and stage star Cyndi
Lauper and rock composer and performer Linda Perry. Amazement
and gratitude were common reactions.

“I still can’t believe I make a living making music,” Lauper said
during her speech. Morrison and Lady Gaga picked up honorary
prizes, while awards also were presented to Nate Ruess and the for-
mer CEO of the American Society of Composers Authors and
Publishers (ASCAP), John LoFrumento. At the Marriott Marquis in
Times Square, admirers from across genres and generations
exchanged tributes. The 88-year-old Bennett presented Lady Gaga,
his duet partner, with a “Contemporary Icon Award” after Lady Gaga
and Perry honored each other. Gaga stormed through Perry’s
“What’s Up?” and Perry said it was “crazy” that a song she dashed off
in her bedroom, fighting off fleas from her dog, would be embraced
by a world famous performer.

Shakespeare of the blues
Carly Rae Jepsen faithfully sang Lauper’s moody ballad “Time

After Time” and Michael Buble crooned a finger-snapping version of
Morrison’s “Moondance.” A segment on Dixon featured a speech by
Elton John’s songwriting partner, Bernie Taupin, who called him the
Shakespeare of the blues and noted that many bands in England in
the ‘60s started out by playing “Little Red Rooster,” “Back Door Man”

and other Dixon standards. Taupin credited Dixon with loading up
British artists such as the Rolling Stones and Eric Clapton with great
material and giving them “the wings to fly.”

Colbert seemed an unexpected choice to introduce Keith, but
the future “Late Night” host kicked right into “As Good As I Once
Was,” the stage musicians laughing and grinning behind him.
Colbert later explained to the audience that Keith had been an early
and appreciated guest on his Comedy Central program, so well
remembered that Colbert on Thursday held up a pillow stitched
with a profane compliment Keith once paid him. Keith added during
his acceptance speech: “I like to give the finger a lot and you can’t
give the finger better than having Stephen Colbert” present your
award. Hunter, who wrote lyrics for “Truckin,’” “Friend of the Devil”
and other Dead favorites, had the crowd clapping as he strummed a
guitar and sang “Ripple,” with its plaintive question, “Would you
hear my voice come through the music?”

Morrison, the night’s final act, had a more practical take. Looking
like a Blues Brother in his familiar black, with dark shades to match,
he noted how songwriting royalties keep the money coming in dur-
ing dry spells in his career and talked of convincing Buble to record
a duet with him of Morrison’s hit “Real Real Gone.” “So the name of
the game is hustle,” he said. — AP 

Honoree Van Morrison accepts the Johnny Mercer Award at the 46th Annual Songwriters Hall
Of Fame Induction and Awards Gala at the Marriott Marquis on Thursday, June 18, 2015, in
New York. — AP photos

Honoree Cyndi Lauper performs.

Lady Gaga, Van Morrison honored at songwriters ceremony

Honoree Van Morrison and Michael Buble perform together
at the 46th Annual Songwriters Hall Of Fame Induction and
Awards Gala.

Stephen Colbert performs a tribute to Toby Keith.

Singer Ledisi (left) performs a tribute to Willie Dixon with
musician Richie Sambora.

Singer Carly Rae Jepsen inducts Cyndi Lauper.Honoree Bobby Braddock performs.
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The mystery surrounding Daft Punk, the star French musical
duo who usually keep their identities hidden under full-face
robot helmets, will be lifted a little more in a new TV docu-

mentary to premiere next week.
“Daft Punk Unchained”, made by BBC Worldwide France and

to be shown on France’s Canal+ network next Tuesday, uses rare
archive footage and interviews with friends, producers, journal-
ists, DJs and high-profile fellow artists such as Pharrell Williams
and Kanye West to trace the rise of the pair who made 2013’s
phenomenal global hit “Get Lucky”.

The two members of Daft Punk, Thomas Bangalter, 40, and
Guy-Manuel de Homem Christo, 41, gave unprecedented
approval for the 85-minute documentary. Normally reticent to
talk to media, their voices are heard in excerpts lifted from some
rare past interviews. In keeping with the enigmatic aura they have
cultivated, they largely leave the way they are portrayed to oth-
ers.

Hits and helmets 
The documentary gives a chronological rundown of Daft

Punk’s 20-year career. It recounts their false start as Parisian
youngsters in a 1992 rock band called Darlin’ that earned them a
poor review in a British music magazine dismissed their efforts as
“daft punky thrash”-and how they ended up appropriating that as

their name as they embarked into electronic dance music.
“Da Funk”, their first commercial hit that came out in 1995,

launched them into international stardom. In a break with indus-
try practices at the time, they kept artistic control and were will-
ing to eschew money from their record label Virgin to maintain it.
The 1997 video clip for their next big hit, “Around the World”, saw
them donning spray painted motorbike helmets to lend them a
robotic air. 

Afterwards, they kept the look and took it further, with custom
helmets, to build their image, maintain their mystique-and to be
able to take them off and escape the problems of fame whenever
they liked. “We have daily lives that are a lot more normal... than
the lives of artists who have the same level of fame as us but who
might be attached to being physically recognized,” Bangalter says
in an excerpt included in the documentary.

“Weirdly, the invention of the robots is what allowed them to
stay human, to stay completely free,” the chief editor of the
French music magazine Inrocks, Jean-Daniel Beauvallet, explains
in the film. At the other end of the spectrum, the documentary
shows Williams and West, two big music stars who have worked
with Daft Punk but who actively court celebrity.

No compromise 
Beyond the helmets that have become the symbol of the

French pair, Daft Punk’s unbending refusal to compromise musi-
cally has become their signature. They have taken financial risks,
such as producing an animation film by Japanese anime master
Leiji Matsumoto, “Interstella”, with the music from their second
album “Discovery” as the soundtrack.

“Daft Punk is a group in the history of pop music that perfectly
incarnates the desire to stand up for their vision no matter what it
costs, not for narcissism but to realize their dreams,” the docu-
mentary’s director, Herve Martin-Delpierre, told AFP. Despite los-
ing some fans with their rushed third album “Human After All” in
2006, the duo bounced back a year later by staging a superlative
light and mash-up concert at the US music and arts festival
Coachella.

For their album “Random Access Memories”, Daft Punk went
bigger than before by recording in a commercial studio-rather
than their makeshift rig at home — and bringing in Williams and
Nile Rodgers, a topline producer who co-founded the 1970s disco
band Chic. The release brought Daft Punk five Grammy awards-
including album of the year and record of the year for “Get
Lucky”-and went platinum, helping to lift their total album sales
worldwide to 12 million. — AFP 

San Diego’s lucrative fanboy convention will be missing some
key players next month: Marvel Studios, home of the Avengers,
won’t be dressing up for Comic-Con while Sony Pictures and

Paramount Pictures have also decided to skip the Hall H presenta-
tions.

“It wasn’t a knock against Comic-Con,” one spokesperson
explains, “the film cycles just didn’t allow it.” Sony and Paramount
just didn’t have the fanboy material to promote, said sources, while
Marvel, which last missed the confab in 2011, already unveiled its
new wave of Avengers at a special fan event in October. Plus, the
cost of sending a number of movies to Comic-Con can set back a stu-

dio a few hundred thousand dollars, so “why force the issue?” one
exec asks.

But don’t expect it to ruin the party in Hall H: In addition to the
new “Star Wars” and final “Hunger Games,” fans could see the
rumored coming-out party for Warner Bros and DC Entertainment’s
Justice League, which features Batman, Superman, the Flash and
Aquaman, among other surprises. Also expected are 20th Century
Fox’s “Fantastic Four” and quite possibly a few “X-Men.” The 46th edi-
tion of Comic-Con will be held July 9-12 at the San Diego Convention
Center.— Reuters 

TV doc dives deep under Daft Punk’s helmets

A file photo taken on January 26, 2014 shows members of the French electronic music duo Daft Punk posing as they arrive on the red carpet for the 56th Grammy Awards at the
Staples Center in Los Angeles, California.

Marvel, Sony and Paramount skipping Comic-Con
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SAN FRANCISCO: The tech industry has been say-
ing for years that smartphones would make tradi-
tional wallets obsolete. But most people still use
cash or plastic when they shop in stores.

That could change later this year when three
leading tech companies are promising to give
shoppers more reasons to use “digital wallets.”

Apple said last week that it’s adding store-
issued credit cards and store rewards programs to
Apple Pay, the mobile payments service it
launched last fall. Google is readying a similar serv-
ice for millions more smartphones to run on its
Android software. And Samsung promises a serv-
ice for its newest Galaxy smartphones will be
accepted in more stores than both Apple Pay and
Google’s Android Pay.

“Our ultimate goal is to replace the wallet,”
Apple vice president Jennifer Bailey told software
developers last week.

The new options come as numbers show
mobile payments are still in their infancy: About 16
million US shoppers used smartphones to pay for
$3.5 billion in store purchases last year, according
to the eMarketer research firm. That includes pay-
ments with Apple Pay, other services like PayPal
and apps from merchants like Starbucks and
Dunkin’ Donuts.

EARLY STAGE
While that’s a tiny slice of the $4.3 trillion spent

in stores overall last year, eMarketer expects
mobile payments will grow to $27.5 billion in 2016.
“We’re still in this very early stage of laying the
groundwork to be able to make this happen,” said
analyst Brian Yeager at eMarketer. “But there’s
progress being made.”

The progress follows years in which the indus-
try has struggled to get digital wallets off the
ground as major players failed to agree on techni-
cal standards, security measures and financial
terms. Some big merchants have balked at servic-
es developed by Apple or Google, saying they’d
rather build and control their own system.

Still, Apple opened the door for widespread
adoption of digital wallets last year when it
launched Apple Pay with endorsements from
major banks and retail chains.  With Apple Pay,
which only works on the latest models of iPhones
and the Apple Watch, users link a credit card or
bank account to their iPhone. Once that’s done, a
user only has to hold the phone next to a device
at a store counter. The phone and the store device
communicate wirelessly, prompting the user to
authorize payment by pressing the phone’s fin-
gerprint sensor instead of swiping a plastic card.
Apple Pay uses encrypted codes to protect shop-
pers’ financial information.

Apple says shoppers and merchants have
embraced Apple Pay, although it hasn’t released
usage details. One early fan is Allison Lucas, a 35-
year-old tech worker who tapped her Apple
Watch to pay for a box of breakfast cereal and
other items at a Walgreens store in San Francisco’s
Financial District last week. “You don’t realize how
much freedom it gives you until you try it,” said
Lucas, who used her watch to pay for lunch on
another day when she accidentally left her wallet
at home.

But not everyone is convinced they need
Apple Pay. “I might come around and try it at
some point, but I haven’t really seen a reason,”
said Amalia Bornstein, a 29-year-old data analyst.
Though she carried her iPhone 6 in hand as she
walked along a busy San Francisco sidewalk,
Bornstein said she still uses cash or plastic for
most purchases.

Apple says it’s offering more reasons this fall
with its next software update, which will let shop-
pers charge store credit accounts and redeem loy-
alty points from major chains. Forrester Research
analyst Sucharita Mulpuru said frequent shoppers
see loyalty rewards as an important benefit, and
they want an easy way to use them. Walgreens

expects more customers will pay with smart-
phones or watches when 80 million members of
the chain’s Balance Rewards program will be able
to use their loyalty points with Apple Pay, said Ben
Weiss, Walgreens mobile products manager. J.C.
Penney also is betting iPhone users will want to
use their store-label credit cards. Spokeswoman
Daphne Avila said the store’s own credit card is
used on more J.C. Penney transactions than any
other payment card, because customers earn
points for every transaction. Google, which had
struggled to win support for its earlier Google
Wallet service, says major banks and retail chains
have signed on to its new Android Pay. The serv-
ice will work similarly to Apple Pay when released
later this year. Google says it will incorporate store
rewards, but won’t work with store credit cards to
start. Android Pay will work on a variety of phones
running the two latest versions of Android soft-
ware - or about half of all Android phones in use.

HURDLE
Samsung, meanwhile, says it’s addressing

another hurdle with a service called Samsung Pay,
due for release this fall. Unlike rival services Apple
Pay and Android Pay, Samsung says its technolo-
gy will work with traditional store credit-card
readers. Apple Pay and Android Pay only work in
stores with equipment capable of receiving data
from smartphones via “near-field communica-
tion” or NFC radio. But new models of Samsung’s
Galaxy smartphones will transmit two kinds of sig-
nals - one for NFC readers and one that works
with older equipment that merchants use to read
the magnetic stripe on credit cards. Many smaller
stores don’t have NFC readers. But Visa and
MasterCard are pushing retailers to meet an
October deadline for installing new terminals that
read cards with embedded microchips, which are
more secure than magnetic stripes. While the tech-
nologies are separate, many chip-card readers will
accept NFC signals too. Some experts are hopeful
the changes will draw more shoppers to use digi-
tal wallets. But there remain some big challenges.
For instance, Wal-Mart has declined to accept
Apple Pay and is part of a consortium working on
its own mobile payment system. —AP

CALIFORNIA: In this photo taken Friday, Oct. 17, 2014, Eddy Cue, Apple Senior Vice President of Internet Software and Services, demon-
strates the new Apple Pay mobile payment system at a Whole Foods store. —AP

CHEYENNE: Scientists are putting tracking
devices on a new species - people - as they
try to learn more about how their move-
ments affect ecosystems in national parks.

Park visitors carrying global positioning
devices have provided Rocky Mountain
National Park in Colorado data to improve
shuttle service to a popular, and often con-
gested, lake. Another recent study at
Yosemite National Park in California tracked
where people stroll through two popular
meadows and pause now and then to admire
the view. Now, people-tracking by
researchers with Penn State and Utah State is
helping Grand Teton National Park make
decisions about a popular southern approach
to the park, including whether they should
add parking areas, restrooms and a multipur-
pose trail along the way.

“It’s going to help us better understand

the expectations, the motivations and then
the ultimate experiences that people have,”
park spokeswoman Jackie Skaggs said.

Two years of research showed that
between one-third and half of the visitors
using an eight-mile section of Moose-Wilson
Road in Grand Teton never left their cars or
road bikes but were just passing through.
The rest stopped to ride bikes, hike trails or
visit an interpretive center along the route, a
mile and a half of which is unpaved but could
be. Traffic along the road has increased 25
percent in just the past eight years or so.
Participation in the tracking studies is volun-
tary, the researchers say, and most folks are
glad to help. Between 80 and 90 percent of
those asked to carry a GPS receiver in Grand
Teton in 2013 and 2014 agreed to participate.
Hardly anybody failed to return the devices
upon leaving the study area.—AP

People to be tracked
in national parks

More reason to use ‘digital wallet’

COLORADO: In this July 14, 2014, file photo, Kyle Jones (left) carries his son Andrew
while walking with his wife Sarah (center) who carries their baby Caleb. Scientists
are putting tracking devices on a new species — people — as they try to learn more
about how human movements affect ecosystems in national parks. —AP
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LOS ANGELES: California state officials
released reports Thursday detailing six
accidents that involved self-driving car
prototypes, reversing a policy that shield-
ed details of how the next-generation
technology is performing during testing
on public roads.

The disclosure came after The
Associated Press argued to the
Department of Motor Vehicles that the
agency was improperly withholding the
information.

According to the reports, most of the
cars were in self-driving mode when the
accidents happened, and the other driver
caused the accident. None of the crashes
was serious enough to cause injuries,
either to the person the state requires to
sit behind the wheel or people in the oth-
er cars.

The DMV’s refusal to release the
reports bothered critics, who said the
public should know how the cars of the
future were faring today.

“The more transparent the govern-
ment is about self-driving vehicle acci-
dents, the more credibility the govern-
ment will have when it comes time to
decide - yes or no - on whether to OK the
sale and licensing of self-driving cars,”
said Peter Scheer, executive director of
the First Amendment Coalition.

Until now, the agency said it could not
reveal details about self-driving car acci-
dents, citing state law making collision
reports confidential.

After the DMV denied a public records
request, AP argued that the agency was
incorrectly interpreting the confidentiali-
ty requirement. The news organization
also said the public has an interest in
understanding how these experimental
vehicles are performing.

“Unlocking these records and sharing
them with the public are in keeping with
AP’s longstanding efforts nationwide to
bring about greater transparency in gov-
ernment agencies,” AP spokesman Paul

Colford said. Led by Google, self-driving
cars have been running on public roads
since 2009. It was only in September,
however, that the DMV officially began
permitting the testing - and requiring
companies to file accident reports and
until now, the agency wouldn’t release
those reports.

On Thursday, the DMV said it had
reviewed the request and determined
they could release the reports as long as
personal information such as the drivers’
names is blacked out.

The companies that operated the cars
- tech titan Google and parts supplier
Delphi Automotive - submitted their own
accounts of the accidents. Police have
confirmed investigating only the Delphi
crash. While eight companies have per-
mission to test 82 self-driving cars in
California, Google has driven the most
miles (about 1.8 million) and licensed the
most prototypes (48).

MORE OPEN
After several years of revealing little

about crashes, Google has in recent
weeks become more open about their
number and nature.

After AP reported last month that
there had been three Google accidents
and one Delphi accident, Google self-dri-
ving car project leader Chris Urmson
revealed in a blog post that its cars had
been involved in eight other accidents
between 2010 and July 2014.

DMV officials had not been aware of
those eight until an April conference call
with Google, agency spokeswoman
Jessica Gonzalez said.

In California, a driver is required to
report to the DMV any accident involving
more than $750 of damage. A Google
spokeswoman could not say whether the
company had filed DMV reports on any
of the initial eight accidents, and said she
could not provide damage estimates
because repairs were done in-house,

without a bill. The DMV said it could not
search its records for earlier reports with-
out date and location information that
Google has provided to neither AP nor
the agency. At Google’s annual share-
holders meeting earlier this month, co-
founder Sergey Brin told a longtime critic
with the nonprofit Consumer Watchdog
that releasing accident reports would
serve no purpose because Urmson’s blog
post detailed the accidents. Two days lat-
er, Google launched a website which
offered short narratives describing each
collision. The documents that the DMV
released Thursday offered few new
details, other than the date and time of
the accidents and the make and model of
the other cars.

According to the reports, five acci-
dents involved Lexus SUVs that Google
outfitted with sensors and cameras. The
sixth involved an Audi retrofitted by
Delphi. All were in the Silicon Valley cities
of Mountain View or Palo Alto.

In four Google accidents, the Lexus
was in self-driving mode. In the fifth, the
SUV began braking when it sensed a
2015 Audi S6 had run a stop sign and was
about to hit it; the Google employee
behind the wheel took control just
before the Audi hit the Lexus’ right rear.

The Delphi car was struck as it waited
at an intersection. It is hard to know for
sure how typical Google’s experience is.
With four accidents in the past approxi-
mately 100,000 miles, the recent accident
rate appears to be higher than the
reported national average. About 0.3
“property-damage-only crashes” happen
per 100,000 miles driven, according to
the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration. Google officials have said
they are proud of the safety record.
Noting that as many as 5 million minor
accidents are not reported to authorities
each year, they conclude that the cluster
in recent months reflects the true rate at
which fender benders happen.—AP

CALIFORNIA: In this Sept. 25, 2012, file photo, California Gov. Jerry Brown (front left) rides in a driverless car to a bill
signing at Google headquarters in Mountain View.—AP

California reveals details of
self-driving car accidents

SALT LAKE CITY: One Utah university is giving students
glued to their cellphones a place to call their own: a desig-
nated lane for texting while walking.

The neon green lanes painted on the stairs to the gym
at Utah Valley University were intended as a lighthearted
way to brighten up the space and get students’ attention,
spokeswoman Melinda Colton said Thursday. And it
worked. A picture of the lanes - which divide the stairs into
sections for runners, walkers and texters - created wide-
spread buzz on social media this month after it was posted
online.

Though the lanes are limited to the school’s recreation
center, 22-year-old student Tasia Briggs wouldn’t mind
seeing them catch on across campus.

“There’s nothing worse than walking behind someone
who’s texting, and you can’t get around them and go any-
where,” Briggs said. She added smartphone messaging -
whether through texts, Twitter, Snapchat or Instagram - is
a big part of how her generation communicates, and it’s
cool to see the college acknowledge it.

Utah Valley University is in Orem, 40 miles south of Salt
Lake City, and has an enrollment of about 31,000. Student
Chelsea Meza, 22, says the lanes touch on a cultural reality
in an age of ubiquitous cellphones. “It’s kind of funny. You
walk down the hallway and instead of saying hi, everyone
is walking and texting,” she said. Though the lanes weren’t
designed to curb a texting problem on campus, about half
of students who see the lanes really use them, Meza said.

Though Colton says she hasn’t heard of the concept at
any other colleges, it’s not the first time anywhere that it’s
been tried.

The Chinese city of Chongqing last year created a
smartphone sidewalk lane that was intended to be ironic
while also reminding people that staring at phones while
on the go can be dangerous.

Officials said they got the idea from a similar stretch of
pavement in Washington, D.C., created by National
Geographic Television as part of a behavior experiment.
The smartphone lanes attracted attention there too, but
people using their phones generally didn’t notice them.

At Utah Valley University, the idea came from a group of
students and staff who wanted to spice up a gray staircase
in the new Student Life & Wellness Center, said Sam
Hadlock, a student designer on the team. The typographic
design installed June 7 was a favorite of student govern-
ment leaders. The concept is a bit different from the red-
brick-and-ivy aesthetic typically associated with university
campuses, said Hadlock, a 26-year-old recent graduate. “I
think it’s fun, and great to see current design on a universi-
ty campus,” he said.—AP

‘Texting lane’
for walkers

UTAH: Utah Valley University students walk along the
bright green lanes painted on the stairs to the gym. —AP
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00:50 Masterchef: The Professionals
01:45 Come Dine With Me
02:10 DIY SOS: The Big Build
03:05 Chefs: Put Your Menu Where
Your Mouth Is
03:50 Masterchef: The Professionals
04:45 Come Dine With Me: South
Africa
05:40 Paul Hollywood’s Bread
06:05 Bargain Hunt
07:00 Come Dine With Me
07:25 Masterchef: The Professionals
07:55 DIY SOS: The Big Build
08:45 MasterChef
09:40 MasterChef
10:30 Masterchef: The Professionals
11:25 Fantasy Homes By The Sea
12:10 MasterChef
13:05 Come Dine With Me
13:30 Come Dine With Me
13:55 Come Dine With Me
14:20 DIY SOS: The Big Build
15:15 Come Dine With Me
15:40 Bargain Hunt
16:25 Bargain Hunt
17:10 Come Dine With Me: South
Africa
18:05 Extreme Makeover: Home
Edition Specials
19:25 Masterchef: The Professionals
20:20 Masterchef: The Professionals
21:10 Masterchef: The Professionals
22:05 Masterchef: The Professionals
22:30 Masterchef: The Professionals
23:25 Bargain Hunt

NINJA- SHADOW OF A TEAR ON OSN MOVIES ACTION HD

00:20 Fast N’ Loud
01:10 Fast N’ Loud
02:00 Misfit Garage
02:50 Fat N’ Furious: Rolling Thunder
03:40 Storage Hunters
04:05 Extreme Collectors
04:30 Auction Kings
05:00 How It’s Made
05:30 How Do They Do It?
06:00 World’s Worst...
06:50 Head Games
07:40 The Carbonaro Effect
08:05 Magic Of Science
08:30 Running Wild With Bear Grylls
09:20 Marooned With Ed Stafford
10:10 Dual Survival
11:00 The Pool Master
11:50 The Pool Master
12:40 The Pool Master
13:30 The Pool Master
14:20 The Pool Master
15:10 The Pool Master
16:00 Gold Rush
16:50 Gold Rush - Season 5
Specials
17:40 X-Ray Mega Airport
18:30 Running Wild With Bear Grylls
19:20 Marooned With Ed Stafford
20:10 Alaskan Bush People
21:00 Alaska: Battle On The Bay
21:50 Extreme Collectors
22:15 Extreme Collectors
22:40 Extreme Collectors
23:05 King Of Thrones
23:55 The Pool Master

08:05 Jessie
08:30 Jessie
08:55 Jessie
09:20 Jessie
09:45 Girl Meets World
10:10 Good Luck Charlie
10:35 Enchanted
12:15 Jessie
12:40 Dog With A Blog
13:05 Girl Meets World
13:30 I Didn’t Do It
13:55 Mako Mermaids
14:20 H2O: Just Add Water
14:55 Dog With A Blog
15:20 I Didn’t Do It
15:45 The Next Step
16:10 I Didn’t Do It
16:35 Jessie
17:00 Liv And Maddie
17:25 Mako Mermaids
17:50 Dog With A Blog
18:15 I Didn’t Do It
18:40 Girl Meets World
19:05 The Next Step
19:30 Violetta Top 5 Tracks
19:55 H2O: Just Add Water
20:20 H2O: Just Add Water
20:45 H2O: Just Add Water
21:10 Good Luck Charlie
21:35 Wizards Of Waverly Place
22:00 Wizards Of Waverly Place
22:25 Sabrina: Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
22:50 Sabrina: Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
23:10 Wolfblood
23:35 Wolfblood

00:35 The Jonathan Ross Show
01:30 Tales From Northumberland
With Robson Green
02:00 Who’s Doing The Dishes
02:55 Emmerdale
03:20 Emmerdale
03:45 Emmerdale
04:10 Emmerdale
04:35 Emmerdale
05:00 Emmerdale
05:15 Coronation Street
05:40 Coronation Street
06:05 Coronation Street
06:30 Coronation Street
07:05 Coronation Street
07:15 Tricked
08:00 The Doctor Blake Mysteries
08:55 The Doctor Blake Mysteries
09:50 Murdoch Mysteries
10:30 Murdoch Mysteries
11:35 Who’s Doing The Dishes
12:25 The Chase
13:15 The Chase
14:05 Tricked
15:00 Home Fires
15:45 The Doctor Blake Mysteries
16:40 The Doctor Blake Mysteries
17:35 Hiding
18:30 Tales From Northumberland
With Robson Green
19:00 Tricked
19:45 Home Fires
20:30 The Doctor Blake Mysteries
21:25 The Doctor Blake Mysteries
22:30 Tales From Northumberland
With Robson Green
23:00 Coronation Street
23:25 Coronation Street
23:50 Coronation Street

04:40 Predator Patrol
05:35 Is Your Dog A Genius?
06:30 Monster Fish
07:25 Monster Fish
08:20 Built For The Kill 
09:15 World’s Deadliest Animals
10:10 Tiger Man
11:05 Animals Gone Wild
12:00 Shark Men
12:55 The Monster Project
13:50 Africa’s Blood River
14:45 Wild 24
15:40 Kingdom of The Oceans
16:35 Dangerous Encounters
17:30 Life on the Barrier Reef
18:25 Monster Croc Hunt
19:20 Wild 24
20:10 Kingdom of The Oceans
21:00 Dangerous Encounters
21:50 Life on the Barrier Reef
22:40 Monster Croc Hunt
23:30 Shark Men

21:30 The Nightly Show Global
Edition
22:00 Saturday Night Live
23:00 The Simpsons
23:30 Late Night With Seth Meyers

00:30 The Daily Show With Jon
Stewart
01:00 The Nightly Show With Larry
Wilmore
01:30 Modern Family
02:00 Black-Ish
02:30 The Simpsons
03:30 The Mindy Project
04:30 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
05:30 The Daily Show With Jon
Stewart
06:30 The Nightly Show With Larry
Wilmore
07:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers
08:30 The Daily Show With Jon
Stewart
09:30 Two And A Half Men
10:00 Fresh Off The Boat
10:30 The Nightly Show With Larry
Wilmore
11:00 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
13:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers
14:00 The Mindy Project
14:30 Two And A Half Men
15:00 Fresh Off The Boat
15:30 The Daily Show With Jon
Stewart
16:00 The Nightly Show With Larry
Wilmore
17:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers
18:00 Men At Work
18:30 The Mindy Project
19:00 Your Family Or Mine
19:30 Galavant
20:00 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
21:00 The Daily Show Global Edition

00:00 Violetta
00:50 Sabrina: Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
01:15 Sabrina: Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
01:40 Wolfblood
02:05 Wolfblood
02:30 Violetta
03:20 Sabrina: Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
03:45 Sabrina: Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
04:10 Wolfblood
04:35 Wolfblood
05:00 Violetta
06:00 Mako Mermaids
06:25 Hank Zipzer
06:50 The Next Step
07:15 H2O: Just Add Water
07:40 Jessie

00:00 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
00:55 Extreme Close-Up
01:25 E!ES
02:20 E! News
03:15 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
04:10 E!ES
05:05 THS
06:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
06:55 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
07:50 Style Star
08:20 E! News
09:15 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
10:15 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
11:10 THS
12:05 E! News
13:05 New Money
13:35 New Money
14:05 Christina Milian Turned Up
14:30 Christina Milian Turned Up
15:00 Fashion Bloggers
15:30 Fashion Bloggers

16:00 House Of DVF
17:00 House Of DVF
18:00 E! News
19:00 E!ES
20:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
21:00 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
22:00 E! News
23:00 The Soup
23:30 The Grace Helbig Show 00:00 Top Gear (US)

01:00 Sleepy Hollow
02:00 Downton Abbey
03:00 The Night Shift
04:00 Drop Dead Diva
05:00 The Blacklist Special
06:00 Top Gear (US)
07:00 Survivor: Worlds Apart
09:00 The Blacklist Special
10:00 Drop Dead Diva
11:00 Sleepy Hollow
13:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
15:00 Top Gear (US)
17:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
19:00 Unforgettable
20:00 Witches Of East End
21:00 Supernatural
22:00 Downton Abbey
23:00 The Night Shift

00:00 Sniper: Legacy
02:00 The People Under The Stairs
04:00 Mission To Mars
06:00 Reign Of Fire
08:00 Mission To Mars
10:00 Stolen
12:00 Shanghai Knights
14:00 Ninja: Shadow Of A Tear
16:00 Reign Of Fire

00:00 The People Under The Stairs
02:00 Mission To Mars-PG15
04:00 Reign Of Fire-PG15
06:00 Mission To Mars-PG15
08:00 Stolen-PG15
10:00 Shanghai Knights-PG15
12:00 Ninja: Shadow Of A Tear-PG15
14:00 Reign Of Fire-PG15
16:00 Red Sky-PG15
18:00 Stolen-PG15
19:45 Shaolin-PG15
22:00 The Courier-PG15

00:30 Schuks! Your Country Needs
You
02:15 10 Years
04:00 The Best Man Holiday
06:15 Last Vegas
08:00 Home Alone 3
10:00 10 Years
12:00 Vampire Dog
14:00 Last Vegas
16:00 Home Alone 3
18:00 13 Going On 30
20:00 Save The Date
22:00 Never Been Kissed

01:00 Good Morning America
03:00 House Of Cards
05:00 Good Morning America
07:00 Top Gear (UK)
09:00 Parenthood
12:00 Supernatural
13:00 Resurrection
15:00 Live Good Morning America
16:00 Parenthood
17:00 Supernatural
18:00 Resurrection
19:00 Parenthood
20:00 Supernatural
21:00 Resurrection
22:00 House Of Cards
23:00 American Idol

01:00 Romeo & Juliet-PG15
03:00 At Any Price-PG15
05:00 Paranoia-PG15
07:00 Playing For Keeps-PG15
09:00 Parkland-PG15
11:00 Playing For Keeps-PG15
13:00 Paranoia-PG15
15:00 Grand Piano-PG15
17:00 Parkland-PG15
19:00 Diana-PG15
21:00 Inside Llewyn Davis-PG15
23:00 Crawl-PG15

00:00 Close Encounters Of The Third
Kind: Directors Cut
02:30 The Magic Of Belle Isle
04:30 August: Osage County
06:45 Unstrung Heroes
08:30 The Letter
10:15 The Insider
13:00 Nebraska
15:00 Battle Of The Year
17:00 The Letter
19:00 The Prestige
21:30 Casanova
23:30 Buried

01:00 The Single Moms Club-PG15
03:00 When The Game Stands Tall-
PG15
05:00 Won’t Back Down-PG15
07:00 Muppets Most Wanted-PG
09:00 Belle-PG15
11:00 Tinker Bell And The Pirate
Fairy-FAM
12:45 Saving Mr. Banks-PG15
15:00 The Croods-PG
17:00 Belle-PG15
19:00 Song For Marion-PG15
21:00 The Grand Budapest Hotel-
PG15
23:00 Captain America: The Winter
Soldier-PG15

00:20 Death of A Sea Monster
01:10 Monster Croc Hunt
02:00 The Monster Project
02:50 Game of Lions
03:45 Wild 24

18:00 Red Sky
20:00 Stolen
21:45 Shaolin

02:45 Catch That Kid
04:30 Unstable Fables: Goldilocks &
The Three Bears
06:00 Moomins And The Comet
Chase
08:00 Unstable Fables: Goldilocks &
The Three Bears
09:30 Imaginum
11:00 Happy Feet
13:00 Catch That Kid
14:30 Cinderella
16:00 Tad, The Lost Explorer
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00:30 I Was Murdered
00:55 I Was Murdered
01:20 Blood Relatives
02:10 California Investigator
02:35 California Investigator

16:35 Adventures Of The Gummi
Bears
17:00 Chip n Dale Rescue
Rangers
17:25 Ducktales
17:50 Jake And The Neverland
Pirates
18:00 Runaway Shuffle/Surfin’
The Whirlpool
18:25 Messages From Miles
18:30 Sofia The First
18:55 Nina Needs To Go
19:00 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
19:30 Loopdidoo
19:45 Doc McStuffins
20:00 Adventures Of The Gummi
Bears
20:30 Sofia The First
20:55 Cars Toons
21:00 Chip n Dale Rescue
Rangers
21:25 Ducktales
21:50 Lilo & Stitch
22:15 Zou
22:30 Art Attack
22:55 Limon And Oli
23:05 Henry Hugglemonster
23:20 Calimero
23:35 Zou
23:50 Loopdidoo
00:05 Art Attack
00:30 Henry Hugglemonster
00:45 Calimero
01:00 Zou
01:15 Loopdidoo
01:30 Art Attack
01:55 Henry Hugglemonster
02:05 Calimero
02:20 Zou
02:30 Loopdidoo
02:45 Art Attack

10:00 Phineas And Ferb
10:25 Lab Rats
10:50 Lab Rats
11:15 Kickin’ It
11:45 Kickin’ It
12:10 Kirby Buckets
12:35 Kirby Buckets
13:00 Pants On Fire
14:20 Phineas And Ferb
14:45 Mighty Med
15:15 Mighty Med
15:40 Mighty Med
16:05 Mighty Med
16:30 Mighty Med
17:00 Up Up And Away
18:20 The 7D
18:45 Phineas And Ferb
19:10 Phineas And Ferb
19:40 The 7D
20:05 Ultimate Spider-Man: Web
Warriors
20:35 Pair Of Kings
21:00 Lab Rats
21:25 Kickin’ It
21:50 Mighty Med
22:15 Kirby Buckets
23:00 Programmes Start At
6:00am KSA

18:00 Escape From Planet Earth
20:00 Marvel’s Next Avengers:
Heroes Of Tomorrow
21:30 Cinderella
23:00 Tad, The Lost Explorer

00:00 Horizon-PG15
02:00 Run For Your Wife-PG15
04:00 Red 2-PG15
06:00 Frozen-PG
08:00 No Clue-PG15
10:00 Drillbit Taylor-PG15
12:00 Red 2-PG15
14:00 The Secret Life Of Walter Mitty-
PG15
16:00 No Clue-PG15
18:00 Killer Reality-PG15
20:00 Isa-PG15
22:00 Evidence-PG15

02:30 Golfing World
06:30 Live AFL Premiership
10:00 NRL Full Time
10:30 Live NRL Premiership
12:30 Live Super Rugby
15:00 Live Extreme Sailing Series
18:00 Super Rugby Highlights
18:30 Golfing World
20:00 Live US Open 

02:00 Bellator MMA 137 
04:00 Live Bellator MMA 138
07:30 NRL Full Time 
08:00 Live NRL Premiership 
12:30 Live NRL Premiership 
14:30 NRL Premiership 
16:30 AFL Premiership 
19:00 World Rugby 
19:30 Live World Rugby U-20
Championship
21:30 Live World Rugby U-20
Championship
23:30 NRL Premiership 

12:30 Live   ENG v NZ, 5th, One Day
International
20:30 ICC Cricket 360, Episode 24
22:00 Natwest T20 Blast H/L:
Northants v Derbys
23:00 Natwest T20 Blast H/L:
Glamorgan v Somerset

00:45 Return To Amish
01:35 My 600lb Life
02:25 Nine Months Later
03:15 Obsessive Compulsive
Cleaners
04:05 Secret Eaters
05:00 Secret Eaters
06:00 18 Kids And Counting
06:25 Toddlers & Tiaras
07:15 Toddlers & Tiaras
08:05 Bakery Boss
08:55 Bakery Boss
09:45 Pawn Queens
10:10 Pawn Queens
10:35 Love, Lust Or Run
11:00 Love, Lust Or Run
11:25 18 Kids And Counting
11:50 18 Kids And Counting
12:15 18 Kids And Counting
12:40 18 Kids And Counting
13:05 18 Kids And Counting
13:30 Say Yes To The Dress
13:55 Say Yes To The Dress
14:20 Oprah: Where Are They Now?
15:10 Cake Boss
15:35 Cake Boss
16:00 Cake Boss
16:25 Cake Boss
16:50 Cake Boss
17:15 Love, Lust Or Run
17:40 Love, Lust Or Run
18:05 Oprah’s Next Chapter
18:55 Say Yes To The Dress
19:20 Say Yes To The Dress
19:45 Say Yes To The Dress
20:10 Say Yes To The Dress
20:35 Say Yes To The Dress
21:00 Oprah’s Next Chapter
21:50 Oprah Presents: Master Class
22:40 Angels Among Us

03:15 Ninjago: Masters Of
Spinjitzu
03:35 Ninjago: Masters Of
Spinjitzu
04:00 Teen Titans Go!
04:45 Grojband
05:05 Total Drama World Tour
05:30 Adventure Time
06:00 Ben 10
06:25 Ben 10
06:50 Ninjago: Masters Of
Spinjitzu
07:15 Transformers: Robots In
Disguise
07:40 Matt Hatter Chronicles
08:05 Teen Titans Go!
08:55 Uncle Grandpa
09:20 The Amazing World Of
Gumball
09:45 Clarence
10:10 Adventure Time New
10:35 Adventure Time
10:47 Adventure Time
11:00 Regular Show
11:50 Ben 10: Omniverse
12:15 Ben 10: Omniverse
12:40 Ninjago: Masters Of
Spinjitzu
13:05 Ninjago: Masters Of
Spinjitzu
13:30 Transformers: Robots In
Disguise
13:55 Matt Hatter Chronicles
14:20 Teen Titans Go!
14:45 Uncle Grandpa
14:57 Uncle Grandpa
15:10 Uncle Grandpa
15:23 Uncle Grandpa
15:35 The Amazing World Of
Gumball
16:00 The Amazing World Of
Gumball
16:12 The Amazing World Of
Gumball
16:25 Clarence
17:15 New Steven Universe
17:40 Incredible Crew
18:05 Teen Titans Go!
18:55 The Amazing World Of
Gumball
19:07 The Amazing World Of
Gumball

19:20 The Amazing World Of
Gumball
19:32 The Amazing World Of
Gumball
19:45 Adventure Time New
20:10 Adventure Time
20:35 Regular Show
21:25 Teen Titans Go!
21:45 Transformers: Robots In
Disguise
22:05 Ben 10
22:35 Johnny Test
23:10 Regular Show
23:55 Teen Titans Go!

03:10 Henry Hugglemonster
03:20 Calimero
03:35 Zou
03:45 Loopdidoo
04:00 Art Attack
04:25 Henry Hugglemonster
04:35 Calimero
04:50 Zou
05:00 Loopdidoo
05:15 Art Attack
05:35 Henry Hugglemonster
05:50 Calimero
06:00 Zou
06:15 Loopdidoo
06:25 Limon And Oli
06:35 Art Attack
07:00 Calimero
07:10 Zou
07:25 Nina Needs To Go
07:30 Jake And The Neverland
Pirates
07:55 Sofia The First
08:20 Doc McStuffins
08:45 Loopdidoo
09:00 Limon And Oli
09:10 Sheriff Callie’s Wild West
09:35 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
10:00 Sofia The First
10:25 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
10:55 Runaway Shuffle/Surfin’
The Whirlpool
11:20 Messages From Miles
11:25 Doc McStuffins
11:50 Henry Hugglemonster
12:05 Henry Hugglemonster
12:15 Sofia The First
12:40 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
13:05 Sofia The First
13:30 Sofia The First
13:55 Sofia The First
14:20 Sofia The First
14:45 Sofia The First
15:15 Sofia The First
15:40 Sofia The First
16:05 Nina Needs To Go
16:10 Lilo & Stitch

03:00 Serial Killers
03:45 Fatal Encounters
04:30 Devil In The Details
05:20 Nightmare Next Door
06:10 True Crime With Aphrodite
Jones
07:00 Fatal Encounters
07:50 Disappeared
08:40 Disappeared
09:30 Who On Earth Did I Marry?
09:55 Who On Earth Did I Marry?
10:20 Who On Earth Did I Marry?
10:45 Who On Earth Did I Marry?
11:10 The Will: Family Secrets
Revealed
12:00 The Will: Family Secrets
Revealed
12:50 Blood Relatives
13:40 Nightmare Next Door
14:30 On The Case With Paula
Zahn
15:20 On The Case With Paula
Zahn
16:10 Disappeared
17:00 Stalked: Someone’s
Watching
17:25 Stalked: Someone’s
Watching
17:50 I Was Murdered
18:15 I Was Murdered
18:40 I Almost Got Away With It
19:30 I Almost Got Away With It
20:20 I Almost Got Away With It
21:10 I Almost Got Away With It
22:00 California Investigator
22:25 California Investigator
22:50 Deadly Women
23:40 True CSI

06:00 Boyster
06:10 Randy Cunningham: 9th
Grade Ninja
06:35 Mini Ninjas
07:00 Ultimate Spider-Man
07:25 The 7D
07:50 Supa Strikas
08:15 Supa Strikas
08:40 Mighty Med
09:05 Mighty Med
09:30 Phineas And Ferb

03:00 American Pickers
04:00 Sean Bean On Waterloo
05:00 Counting Cars
06:00 American Restoration
10:00 Big Rig Bounty Hunters
11:00 Alaska Off-Road Warriors
12:00 Counting Cars
12:30 Counting Cars
13:00 Storage Wars Texas
15:00 Shipping Wars
16:00 Pawn Stars
18:00 Pawn Stars South Africa
19:00 Storage Wars
22:00 Counting Cars
22:30 Counting Cars
23:00 Pawn Stars
23:30 Pawn Stars
00:00 Shipping Wars
00:30 Storage Wars
01:00 Storage Wars
01:30 Storage Wars
02:00 Storage Wars
02:30 Storage Wars
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Glasgow Celtic FC Senior Academy Coach Michael
McCahill visited the Premier Sport Academy (PSA) in
Bayan for a five-day football development program

during which a coach education workshop was held for all PSA
coaches along with other coaches from clubs and academies
throughout Kuwait. The certified workshop focused on the lat-
est coaching techniques and methodologies employed at a

top European Champions League Club where its own
Academy players are developed to play at the highest level.

Michael also spent considerable time working with the
coaching course and Centre of Excellence players from the
PSA, giving them advice and leading the training sessions in
all age groups. The visit was a memorable one and a resound-
ing success for the young players and coaches alike. Further

visits from Glasgow Celtic FC coaches and management are
planned this as they promise to assist in the development of
players at Kuwaits’ number one football Academy and track
the progress of some of the talented youngsters. The visit was
kindly sponsored by Ibis Hotel, Salmiya and special thanks go
to Ibis General Manager Bruno Debray for his support of this
football development initiative.

Glasgow Celtic FC Academy coach visits Kuwait

Venalthanima
summer camp 

Venalthanima summer camp 2015
entered into its third day with more
energetic sessions and fun filled

activities for the campers who were the
stars on the day. The morning started off
with yoga session by yoga instructor  cum
counselor Giby Paul, who took the campers
to a world of meditation and peace.  It was
followed by the final discourse by camp
director Babuji Bethery. The valedictory
function in the evening was initiated by the
campers who took charge over and organ-
ized the function. Campers exhibited their
exquisite talents in a number of different
activities. 
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Situated in front of Green Island is a contemporary Asian
restaurant called Wok Hay. The name of the newly
opened Chinese restaurant is characteristic of the aro-

matic flavor imparted by the Chinese wok pan. You can start
your dining experience with a fragrant and refreshing green
tea in a modern Asian setting as you explore the various dish-
es and range of contrasting flavors ranging from, sweet, to
sour, to spicy that Asian cuisine is known for. Specializing in
Chinese cuisine, the menu is emblazoned with vibrant
appetite-inducing dishes based on traditional Chinese as well
as contemporary twists infused with flavors of garlic, ginger,
lime, and sesame along with the satiating aromas of Asia pre-
pared by the Chinese Head Chef.

Starting with the appetizer is the favorite Chinese specialty;
Roasted Beijing duck rolled inside thin Chinese pancakes
called moo shu wraps served with a side of hoisin sauce.
Another popular and delicious choice that makes for a light
and flavorful starter are the chicken lettuce wraps consisting

of tender and flavorsome minced chicken with a blend of
chestnut and shiitake mushroom served with crisp lettuce. For
the main courses, highly recommended is the traditional
lemon black pepper served with a choice of beef, shrimp or

chicken. You can also have your choice of brown or white rice
to go on the side, or a choice of egg noodles, rice vermicelli or
wide rice noodles. There are also plentiful traditional options
and sides that can accompany your dish including steamed or
stir-fried vegetables and refreshing salads.

The multi-Asian menu does not confine itself to Chinese
alone, but also features a variety of Asian dishes ranging from
Thai to Indonesian to Vietnamese that guarantee to further
take your taste buds on an Asian excursion through the vary-
ing bold flavors of the region that are infused in every dish.
Amongst those dishes are the Singaporean glass noodles tan-
gled with an assortment of vegetables and shrimp that leave a
lingering spiciness with every bite.  For a sweet ending, you
can never go wrong with banana and mango spring roll, a
crispy wrapper sealed with banana and mango fillings, served
with coconut ice cream, and finished with caramel and mango
sauce. So, sharpen your chopstick skills, rev up your appetite,
and enjoy the flurry of Asian flavors at Wok Hay. 

Wok Hay, Fresh Asian Dining - Part of 
Sultan Center’s Group of Restaurants

TEC’s Ramadan 
working hours 

The Touristic Enterprises Co (TEC)’s PR and marketing department
announced the Ramadan working hours in its facilities: The
Entertainment City will be open 8:30pm till 1:30am - all weeklong.

The touristic Park and the Fountain Park will be open 8:00pm till 1:00am
while the Ice Skating Rink will work before Iftar from 10:30am till 4:00pm
- and after Iftar from 8:30pm till midnight. 

The TIES centre is glad to inform all those
interested - that during the Ramadan there
will a course about the basics of Islam every

Monday from 9:30pm till 10:30pm. This is a golden
opportunity for Muslims to give authentic informa-
tion in a proper way to non-Muslims interested to
learn about Islam. This program will not only equip

you with information, but will also give you some
techniques on how to present Islam to Non-
Muslims. Non-Muslims who are curious about Islam
are also invited to this course to learn about Islam
in a friendly, relaxed and inviting atmosphere. The
course will begin next Monday June 22nd, 2015 at
9:30pm. Dates: June 22 and 29 and July 6 and 13.

Basics of Islam course
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BANGKOK: One of Thailand’s leading hos-
pitals, known for treating medical tourists,
said yesterday it had received the country’s
first case of Middle East Respiratory
Syndrome (MERS), as authorities said it had
taken nearly four days to confirm the ill-
ness. Thailand said on Thursday a 75-year-
old businessman from Oman, who had
travelled to Bangkok for medical treatment
for a heart condition, had tested positive for
MERS.

The announcement came just as an out-
break in South Korea that began last month
and has infected 166 people, killing 24 of
them, appeared to be leveling off. The
high-end Bumrungrad Hospital, run by
Thailand’s second-largest hospital operator,
identified the first MERS case. The hospital
in central Bangkok treats over a million
patients a year, about half of them foreign-
ers.

“The patient came to us tired, coughing
... there was no fever,” a doctor from the pri-
vate hospital told a televised news confer-
ence. “So we X-rayed his chest ... we found
that he could have two things, a heart con-
dition or the MERS virus.” Tourism accounts
for 10 percent of the Thai economy and
medical tourists make up more than 10 per-
cent of visitors, according to the Tourism
Authority of Thailand. About a third of
those medical tourists come from the
Middle East.

Locked down 
The hospital said 58 staff had been quar-

antined, but all other operations were con-
tinuing as normal. The infected man was
moved to Bangkok’s Bamrasnaradura
Infectious Diseases Institute on Thursday.
Staff there were seen wearing and giving

out masks to visitors, according to a Reuters
reporter at the scene. Health warnings were
posted in front of the building’s entrance.

Two South Korean hospitals were locked
down and another completely shut due to
MERS, while the prestigious Samsung
Medical Center in Seoul, where most infec-
tions occurred, stopped taking new patients
during the outbreak. The Thai case will com-
pound fears in Asia of a repeat of a 2002-
2003 outbreak of Severe Acute Respiratory
Syndrome (SARS), which began in China
and killed about 800 people globally.

MERS was first identified in humans in
Saudi Arabia in 2012 and the majority of
cases have been in the Middle East. Isolated
cases have cropped up in Asia before South
Korea’s outbreak began last month, and
Thailand is the fourth Asian country to reg-
ister a case.

China has had one case recently, that of
a South Korean man who travelled to China
via Hong Kong despite authorities suggest-
ing he stay in voluntary quarantine at
home. The Philippines has also identified a
case this year.

The infected man arrived in the Thai
capital on Monday on an Oman Air flight
for medical treatment for a heart ailment at
a private hospital. “It took about four days
to diagnose this case and two lab tests,”
Public Health Minister Rajata Rajatanavin
told Reuters, adding all 106 people on
board the man’s flight had been located.

High risk 
Among those being monitored were the

man’s two sons, who were considered at
high risk because of their proximity to their
father. The two had been tested and results
were due later yesterday, Rajata said. Most

of those under observation had been told to
stay at home for 14 days. South Korea’s out-
break, the largest outside Saudi Arabia, had
been traced to a 68-year-old man who
returned from a business trip to the Middle
East in early May.

It spread through hospitals with all of its
infections known to have occurred in
healthcare facilities. The outbreak in South
Korea appeared to have peaked, with just
one new case reported on Friday and the
number of people in quarantine down 12
percent to 5,930, though authorities were
taking no chances.

“Given the current developments, we
have judged that it has levelled off, but we
need to watch further spread, further cases
from so-called intensive control hospitals,”
the South Korean health ministry’s chief pol-
icy official, Kwan Deok-cheol, told a briefing
in Seoul. In Thailand, authorities were
screening passengers from countries seen
at risk of MERS and stepping up public infor-
mation about the virus, another health offi-
cial said.

The Middle East is an important source
of tourists for Thailand with arrivals from the
region up by nearly 50 percent in January,
according to the tourism office. Bangkok is
also one of the region’s main aviation hubs.
The vast majority of MERS infections have
been in Saudi Arabia, where more than
1,000 people have been infected since 2012,
and about 454 have died. There is no cure.
Shares in Thai aviation companies and
hotels fell on Friday with hotel operator
Central Plaza Hotel plunging 6.6 percent.
Airports operator Airports of Thailand
dropped 4.2 percent to a more than three-
week low. Bumrungrad Hospital shares
were down over 6 percent. — Reuters 

Top Thai hospital
treats MERS case 

Most kangaroos are 
left-handed: Study

WASHINGTON: Kangaroos tend to be lefties, according
to a study Thursday that sheds new light on the capaci-
ty for mammals, particularly those that walk upright, to
prefer one paw over the other. The study was published
in the journal Current Biology. Lead researcher Yegor
Malashichev of Saint Petersburg State University in 

Russia studied kangaroos for the first time, after pre-
viously focusing on handedness in jumping frogs, walk-
ing frogs and gray short-tailed opossums. Wild kanga-
roos in Australia and Tasmania showed “a natural pref-
erence for their left hands when performing particular
actions-grooming the nose, picking a leaf, or bending a
tree branch, for example,” said the study. 

“Left-handedness was particularly apparent in east-
ern grey and red kangaroos.” When it came to red-
necked wallabies, they appeared to favor their left hand
for some tasks-like those involving fine motor skills-and
their right for others that used more physical strength.
“According to a special-assessment scale of handedness
adopted for primates, kangaroos pulled down the high-
est grades,” said Malashichev. “We observed a remark-
able consistency in responses across bipedal species in
that they all prefer to use the left, not the right, hand.”

A key reason why researchers were surprised at the
finding was that kangaroo brains lack the same neural
circuit that bridges the left and right hemispheres of the
brain seen in other mammals. “What we observed in
reality we did not initially expect,” Malashichev said.
“But the more we observed, the more it became obvi-
ous that there is something really new and interesting
in the wild.” — AFP 

SEOUL: A cyclist wearing a face mask rides through a market. — AFP 

S Korea outbreak levels off

Mum with tattoos
wins her right to

breastfeed
SYDNEY: An Australian mother yesterday won her bid
to breastfeed her baby after a court overturned a deci-
sion banning her from suckling the infant due to the risk
of infection from tattoos. The 20-year-old mother, who
cannot be named, was ordered not to breastfeed her
11-month old son earlier this month by a judge con-
cerned about the risk of him contracting HIV or other
diseases from two new tattoos. But the full bench of the
Family Court yesterday unanimously reversed the deci-
sion, ruling that the evidence “was not capable of estab-
lishing the risk identified”.

The case first came before Judge Mathew Myers on
June 3 when the mother complained that the father,
from whom she is separated, had failed to return the
baby to her care. At that hearing, the judge raised the
fact that the mother was breastfeeding in relation to
evidence that she was taking medication for post-natal
depression. She had also used cannabis once in the past
two years and had acquired two new tattoos on her foot
and finger about a month ago.

In a decision on June 5 Myers said that while the
mother had tested negative for HIV and other diseases
since getting the tattoos, tests could not be definitive
until three months after the needles were used. In his
decision, he said looking at the benefit of breastfeeding
an 11-month-old compared to the risk of “a lifelong
issue in circumstances where the child contracted HIV”,
it was in the child’s best interests not to be breastfed.

But in its judgment yesterday, the full bench of the
Family Court said the case highlighted the need for
expert opinion evidence in such instances. “Judges
must not mistake their own views for being either facts
not reasonably open to question or as appropriately
qualified expert evidence,” Justice Murray Aldridge said
in a judgment summary. The judgment said the initial
judge had also erred by failing to consider the emotion-
al and physical benefits of continued breastfeeding to
the baby and the possible negative side effects of sud-
denly stopping the practice. — AFP 
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SIDI IFNI: Green technology to turn fog into fresh
water straight from the tap has put an end to
exhausting daily treks to distant wells by village
women in southwest Morocco. Families in five
highland Berber communities have begun to bene-
fit from “fog harvesting”, a technique devised in
Chile two decades ago and since taken up in coun-
tries from Peru to Namibia and South Africa.

On the summit of a mountain named
Boutmezguida, which looms over the villages at
1,225 meters, thick fog shrouds about 40 finely
meshed panels designed to trap water and relay it
to a network of pipes. To have water running from
a faucet at home is a “revolution” for inhabitants of
the semi-arid mountains known as the Anti-Atlas,
says Aissa Derhem, the chairman of an active
regional association called Dar Si Hmad for
Development, Education and Culture (DSH).

DSH prides itself on building “the world’s largest
fog-collection and distribution system” and helping
locals in the Sidi Ifni region-Derhem’s birthplace-to
learn to operate it, after repeated droughts and
scarce rain. “Our rain here is the fog,” Derhem adds.
Tiny droplets are caught on the mesh while fog
wafts through panels. The harvesters mix all they
catch with more water derived from drilling, then
supply the villages on the lower slopes. Derhem
first heard about fog harvesting 20 years ago. A few
years later on returning to Sidi Ifni, he realised that
the local climate was similar to that of the Andes in
South America. DSH joined forces with Fog Quest, a
Canadian charity whose volunteers work in a range
of developing countries. North Africa’s first pilot
project became operational after almost a decade’s
work refining techniques.

‘An imitation of nature’ 
The valves were opened at Sidi Ifni for the first

time to mark World Water Day, March 22. Ever
since, “92 households, or nearly 400 people,” have
enjoyed running water at home, says Mounir
Abbar, the project’s technical manager. “Morocco
has a lot of fog because of three phenomena: the

presence of an anticyclone from the Azores (north
Atlantic islands), a cold air current and a mountain-
ous obstacle,” Derhem says.  The mesh that traps
water is “merely an imitation of nature,” he adds,
pointing out how spiders have always caught
minute droplets of water in their webs.

“This is ecological and enables us to look after
the regional water table, which we have been emp-
tying away,” Derhem says. The scheme will be
extended to other villages and, in time, advocates
hope, to other parts of the country. In the village of
Douar Id Achour, residents are proud of their new
taps, for good reason. Women and children used to
spend an average of four hours a day on a round

trip to a well, even longer in dry summer. “I filled
two 20-litre (5.3-gallon) containers four times a
day,” says Massouda Boukhalfa, 47. “But even those
160 liters wasn’t enough for us, because we have
cattle as well.”

‘Ready for export’ 
During droughts, water was carried in by tanker

trunk. “That took a fortnight and cost 150 dirhams
(13.7 Euros), $15.6) for 5,000 liters on average,”
young resident Houcine Soussane recalls.
According to Dar Si Hmad, 7,000 litres of fog water
cost three times less than before, even with a fee of
20 dirhams to each household for the right to a

counter.
Villagers today have more time to collect the

nutty fruit of argan trees and extract its prized and
potentially lucrative oil, used in cooking, skin care
and easing arthritis. Reputed as an anti-ageing
product, argan oil has been taken up abroad as an
ingredient in high-end cosmetics.

“Our women and daughters no longer wear
themselves out. They go to school and are safe,” 54
year-old villager Lahcen Hammou Ali sums up.
“With the time saved, we can pay for water all year
by producing a bottle of argan oil.” DSH next wants
to supply fog water to as many villages as possible
in the area. —AFP 

Moroccan villagers harvest fog for water 

SIDI IFNI: A Moroccan man inspects fog fences in a hamlet on the outskirts of the southern coastal city. — AFP 
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Kuwait KNCC PROGRAMME FROM THURSDAY TO
WEDNESDAY (18/06/2015 TO 24/06/2015)

SHARQIA-1
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 9:15 PM
SAN ANDREAS 11:15 PM

SHARQIA-2
SURVIVOR 9:00 PM
JURASSIC WORLD 11:15 PM

SHARQIA-3
JURASSIC WORLD 9:00 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 11:30 PM

MUHALAB-1
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 9:00 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 11:00 PM

MUHALAB-2
JURASSIC WORLD 9:00 PM
SAN ANDREAS 11:30 PM

MUHALAB-3
SURVIVOR 9:15 PM
JURASSIC WORLD 11:15 PM

FANAR-1
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 9:00 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 11:15 PM

FANAR-2
SAN ANDREAS 9:15 PM
SURVIVOR 11:30 PM

FANAR-3
OUT OF THE DARK 9:15 PM
RUSH - Re Release 11:15 PM

FANAR-4
JURASSIC WORLD 9:00 PM
SAN ANDREAS 11:30 PM

FANAR-5
THE QUIET ONES - Re Release 9:00 PM
JURASSIC WORLD 11:00 PM

MARINA-1
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 9:15 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 11:30 PM

MARINA-2
JURASSIC WORLD 9:00 PM
SURVIVOR 11:30 PM

MARINA-3
SAN ANDREAS 9:00 PM
JURASSIC WORLD 11:15 PM

AVENUES-1
COCONUT: THE LITTLE DRAGON 9:15 PM
SAN ANDREAS 11:00 PM

AVENUES-2
PREMAM - Malayalam 9:00 PM
OUT OF THE DARK 12:05 AM

AVENUES-3
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 9:45 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 11:45 PM

AVENUES-4
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 9:00 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 11:15 PM

AVENUES-5
JURASSIC WORLD 9:00 PM
JURASSIC WORLD 11:30 PM

AVENUES-6
SURVIVOR 9:30 PM
SURVIVOR 11:45 PM

AVENUES-7
THE QUIET ONES - Re Release 9:30 PM
RUSH - Re Release 11:30 PM

AVENUES-8
MANGLEHORN 9:30 PM
THE HOMESMAN 11:30 PM

AVENUES-9
BOYCHOIR 9:00 PM
JURASSIC WORLD 11:00 PM

AVENUES-10
ABCD 2 - Hindi 9:15 PM
PRESSURE 12:05 AM

AVENUES-11
JURASSIC WORLD 9:00 PM
JURASSIC WORLD 11:30 PM

360º- 1
SURVIVOR 9:45 PM
SURVIVOR 11:45 PM

360º- 2
COCONUT: THE LITTLE DRAGON 9:30 PM
BOYCHOIR 11:15 PM

360º- 3
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 9:30 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 11:30 PM

360º- 4
SAN ANDREAS 9:15 PM
SAN ANDREAS 11:45 PM

360º- 5
RUSH - Re Release 9:45 PM
THE QUIET ONES - Re Release 12:05 AM

360º- 6
ABCD 2 - Hindi 9:30 PM

360º- 7
PRESSURE 9:45 PM
PRESSURE 11:45 PM

360º- 8
PREMAM - Malayalam 9:00 PM
OUT OF THE DARK 12:05 AM

360º- 9(VIP-1)
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 9:30 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 11:45 PM

360º-10(VIP-2)
JURASSIC WORLD 9:00 PM
JURASSIC WORLD 11:30 PM

360º- 11
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 9:00 PM
JURASSIC WORLD 11:15 PM

360º- 12
JURASSIC WORLD 9:15 PM
ZANKET AL SITAT-Arabic 11:45 PM

360º- 13
JURASSIC WORLD - 3D IMAX 9:00 PM
JURASSIC WORLD - 3D IMAX 11:30 PM

360º- 14
THE HOMESMAN 9:30 PM
MANGLEHORN 11:45 PM

360º- 15
JURASSIC WORLD 10:30 PM

AL-KOUT.1
JURASSIC WORLD 9:00 PM
THE QUIET ONES - Re Release 11:30 PM

AL-KOUT.2
SURVIVOR 9:15 PM
JURASSIC WORLD 11:15 PM

AL-KOUT.3
RUSH - Re Release 9:00 PM

Sabah Hospital                                             24812000

Amiri Hospital                                               22450005

Maternity Hospital                                     24843100

Mubarak Al-Kabir Hospital                    25312700

Chest Hospital                                               24849400

Farwaniya Hospital                                    24892010

Adan Hospital                                               23940620

Ibn Sina Hospital                                         24840300

Al-Razi Hospital                                            24846000

Physiotherapy Hospital                            24874330/9

Kaizen center                                                 25716707

Rawda                                                                22517733

Adaliya                                                              22517144

Khaldiya                                                           24848075

Kaifan                                                                24849807

Shamiya                                                            24848913

Shuwaikh                                                         24814507

Abdullah Salem                                            22549134

Nuzha                                                                22526804

Industrial Shuwaikh                                  24814764

Qadsiya                                                             22515088

Dasmah                                                             22532265

Bneid Al-Gar                                                   22531908

Shaab                                                                 22518752

Qibla                                                                   22459381

CHANGE OF NAME

FOR SALE

MATRIMONIAL

LOST

I, Dawood Feroz Tapiya s/o
Feroz Mansoor Ali Tapiya
holder of Indian passport no.
K7035092 issued at Kuwait
on 24/06/2012 and having
Indian residence at Ezzy
Mohallah, Partapur, Dist.
Banswara, Rajasthan India,
change my name to Mustafa
Feroz Tapiya. 
(C 5000)
16-6-2015

Porsche Boxter - S, model
2005, mileage 291,000, color
silver, convertible black, good
condition, well maintained.
Contact: 65785555. (C 4999)
15-6-2015

I, Waqar Ahmad Son of
Zulfiqar Ahmad resident of
Kuwait announce through
Kuwait Times that my HSSC
certificate bearing Roll No.
550074 of the year 1999
issued by Federal Board of
Intermediate and Secondary
Education Islamabad has
been lost during transit.
Whoever finds it shall send it
to Block 6, Street 106,
Farwaniya, Kuwait or call on
the No. +965 50966857.
(C 5001)

16-6-2015

Tamil Christian Doctor (MD)
30 yrs - 165 cm tall working
in Ministry of Health, seeks
qualified groom (doctors,
engineers etc) from Tamil
Christian community from
Kuwait or India. Write to bal-
aq8@yahoo.com (C 5002)
20-6-2015



Directorate General of Civil Aviation Home Page (www.kuwait-airport.com.kw)

Arrival Flights on Saturday 20/6/2015
Airlines Flt Route Time
QTR 1084 Doha 00:05
PIA 205 Lahore 00:15
THY 772 Istanbul 00:15
JZR 239 Amman 00:20
SYR 343 Damascus 00:25
JZR 267 Beirut 00:30
DLH 637 Dammam 00:35
FDB 068 Dubai 00:55
JAI 574 Mumbai 01:30
JZR 539 Cairo 01:30
SAI 441 Lahore 01:35
PGT 858 Istanbul 01:40
RJA 642 Amman 01:45
KKK 6507 Istanbul 02:15
GFA 211 Bahrain 02:15
UAE 853 Dubai 02:25
OMA 643 Muscat 02:35
ETD 305 Abu Dhabi 03:05
QTR 1076 Doha 03:05
RJA 644 Amman 03:10
MSR 612 Cairo 03:15
FDB 067 Dubai 03:15
KAC 1544 Cairo 03:35
MSC 401 Alexandria 04:00
JZR 555 Alexandria 04:15
THY 770 Istanbul 04:40
ETD 919 Abu Dhabi 05:00
DHX 170 Bahrain 05:10
KAC 416 Jakarta/Kuala Lumpur 06:00
KAC 412 Manila/Bangkok 06:15
BAW 157 London 06:35
JZR 1541 Cairo 06:40
JZR 563 Sohag 06:45
JZR 503 Luxor 07:20
KAC 382 Delhi 07:30
KAC 206 Islamabad 07:45
KAC 204 Lahore 07:50
FDB 053 Dubai 07:50
KAC 302 Mumbai 07:55
KAC 352 Kochi 08:15
KAC 344 Chennai 08:15
UAE 855 Dubai 08:25
KAC 362 Colombo 08:30
ABY 125 Sharjah 09:05
ETD 301 Abu Dhabi 09:10
IRM 1186 Tehran 09:15
KAC 284 Dhaka 09:25
RJA 648 Amman 09:30
MEA 406 Beirut 09:35
FDB 055 Dubai 09:40
KAC 350 Kochi 09:40
SYR 341 Damascus 10:00
QTR 1070 Doha 10:00
IRA 3407 Mashhad 10:35
GFA 213 Bahrain 10:40
UAE 873 Dubai 10:40
MSC 405 Sohag 11:20
JZR 561 Sohag 11:25
RBG 553 Alexandria 11:30
AGY 680 Alexandria 11:40
IRM 1188 Mashhad 11:45
IAW 157 Al Najaf 12:00
FDB 075 Dubai 12:25
JZR 241 Amman 12:40
UAE 871 Dubai 12:45
KNE 483 Jeddah 12:50
IRC 6511 ABD 12:50
MSR 610 Cairo 13:00
SVA 9393 Jeddah 13:25
JZR 779 Jeddah 13:50
MSR 575 Sharm el-Sheikh 13:55
KAC 672 Dubai 13:55
IRC 526 Mashhad 14:00
QTR 1078 Doha 14:05
KNE 460 Riyadh 14:10
FDB 057 Dubai 14:20
GFA 221 Bahrain 14:20
IZG 4167 Mashhad 14:30
IZG 4161 Mashhad 14:50
JZR 257 Beirut 14:55
ABY 127 Sharjah 14:55
RJD 135 Abu Dhabi 15:00
KAC 788 Jeddah 15:00
OMA 645 Muscat 15:05
KNE 462 Madinah 15:05
UAE 857 Dubai 15:45
NIA 251 Alexandria 15:50
RJA 640 Amman 15:55
KNE 472 Jeddah 16:00
JZR 535 Cairo 16:05
FDB 051 Dubai 16:10
KAC 512 Mashhad 16:10
QTR 1072 Doha 16:20
KAC 118 New York 16:30
ETD 303 Abu Dhabi 16:50
KNE 474 Jeddah 16:55
KAC 562 Amman 17:00
IRA 669 Mashhad 17:10
SVA 510 Riyadh 17:15
UAL 982 IAD 17:25

JZR 357 Mashhad 17:30
GFA 215 Bahrain 17:30
KAC 742 Dammam 17:45
JZR 177 Dubai 17:45
JZR 777 Jeddah 17:50
SVA 500 Jeddah 18:00
FDB 065 Dubai 18:05
IRM 1180 Mashhad 18:10
KAC 176 Geneva/Frankfurt 18:20
KAC 502 Beirut 18:35
KAC 786 Jeddah 18:35
JZR 125 Bahrain 18:50
CLX 856 Luxembourg 18:50
KAC 618 Doha 18:55
QTR 1080 Doha 18:55
KAC 542 Cairo 18:55
KAC 104 London 19:00
GFA 217 Bahrain 19:05
UAE 875 Dubai 19:05
FDB 063 Dubai 19:10
FDB 063 Dubai 19:10
ABY 123 Sharjah 19:20
JAI 572 Mumbai 19:35
KAC 774 Riyadh 19:40
FDB 061 Dubai 19:50
AGY 684 Sohag 19:50
OMA 647 Muscat 20:00
KAC 674 Dubai 20:00
KNE 480 Taif 20:10
MEA 402 Beirut 20:15
ABY 121 Sharjah 20:20
DLH 634 Frankfurt 20:20
JZR 1775 Jeddah 20:40
MSR 618 Alexandria 20:40
JAD 301 Amman 20:55
ALK 229 Colombo 21:10
ETD 307 Abu Dhabi 21:15
UAE 859 Dubai 21:15
KLM 415 Amsterdam 21:25
FDB 073 Dubai 21:30
QTR 1074 Doha 21:30
GFA 219 Bahrain 21:45
KNE 470 Jeddah 22:05
ETD 309 Abu Dhabi 22:10
THY 764 Istanbul 22:10
AIC 987 Chennai/Hyderabad 22:25
UAL 981 Bahrain 22:40
MSC 407 Sohag 22:45
FDB 059 Dubai 22:50
JAI 526 Chennai/Abu Dhabi 23:00
MSR 614 Cairo 23:30
FDB 071 Dubai 23:55

Departure Flights on Saturday 20/6/2015
Airlines Flt Route Time
AIC 976 Goa/Chennai 00:05
RBG 556 Alexandria 00:05
BBC 044 Dhaka 00:10
JAI 573 Mumbai 00:25
MSR 615 Cairo 00:30
FDB 072 Dubai 00:30
KLM 413 Amsterdam 00:55
JZR 502 Luxor 01:10
SYR 344 KAC/Damascus 01:25
PIA 206 Lahore 01:30
DLH 637 Frankfurt 01:35
THY 773 Istanbul 02:05
SAI 442 Lahore 02:35
JAI 525 Abu Dhabi/Chennai 02:55
PGT 859 Istanbul 02:55
KKK 6508 Istanbul 03:10
OMA 644 Muscat 03:35
UAE 854 Dubai 03:45
RJA 645 Amman 03:55
FDB 068 Dubai 04:00
QTR 1077 Doha 04:05
ETD 306 Abu Dhabi 04:05
MSR 613 Cairo 04:15
THY 765 Istanbul 04:55
JZR 560 Sohag 05:00
MSC 406 Sohag 05:00
QTR 1085 Doha 05:20
RJA 643 Amman 06:35
GFA 212 Bahrain 06:50
THY 771 Istanbul 06:50
JZR 240 Amman 07:05
FDB 070 Dubai 07:05
ETD 919 Amsterdam 07:15
JZR 256 Beirut 07:30
JZR 778 Jeddah 08:30
BAW 156 London 08:30
FDB 054 Dubai 08:30
JZR 534 Cairo 09:15
KAC 671 Dubai 09:25
KAC 787 Jeddah 09:30
ABY 126 Sharjah 09:45
UAE 856 Dubai 09:50
KAC 101 London/New York 10:00
ETD 302 Abu Dhabi 10:00
RJA 649 Amman 10:15
KAC 511 Mashhad 10:20
IRM 1181 Mashhad 10:25

MEA 407 Beirut 10:35
FDB 056 Dubai 10:40
SYR 342 Damascus 10:55
KAC 501 Beirut 11:00
QTR 1071 Doha 11:00
KAC 165 Rome/Paris 11:25
KAC 561 Amman 11:25
IRA 3406 Mashhad 11:35
GFA 214 Bahrain 11:35
JZR 356 Mashhad 11:40
KAC 541 Cairo 12:05
UAE 874 Dubai 12:10
RBG 554 Alexandria 12:10
JZR 776 Jeddah 12:15
MSC 402 Alexandria 12:20
AGY 685 Sohag 12:40
KAC 785 Jeddah 13:00
IAW 158 Al Najaf 13:00
JZR 176 Dubai 13:10
IRM 1189 Mashhad 13:10
FDB 076 Dubai 13:10
IRC 6512 ABD 13:50
MSR 611 Cairo 14:00
UAE 872 Dubai 14:15
KNE 482 Jeddah 14:20
KAC 741 Dammam 14:40
MSR 576 Sharm el-Sheikh 14:40
SVA 2693 Jeddah 14:55
IRC 527 Mashhad 15:00
JZR 1774 Jeddah 15:05
QTR 1079 Doha 15:05
GFA 222 Bahrain 15:05
FDB 058 Dubai 15:05
KNE 481 Taif 15:10
KAC 617 Doha 15:15
KAC 673 Dubai 15:20
IZG 4168 Mashhad 15:30
KAC 773 Riyadh 15:55
JZR 124 Bahrain 15:55
KAC 613 Bahrain 16:00
KNE 463 Madinah 16:00
OMA 646 Muscat 16:05
IZG 4162 Mashhad 16:10
RJD 136 Abu Dhabi 16:10
ABY 128 Sharjah 16:15
NIA 252 Alexandria 16:50
RJA 641 Amman 16:55
KNE 473 Jeddah 16:55
JZR 266 Beirut 17:05
FDB 052 Dubai 17:10
QTR 1073 Doha 17:25
ETD 304 Abu Dhabi 17:40
UAE 858 Dubai 17:40
KNE 475 Jeddah 17:50
IRA 666 Esfahan 18:10
SVA 511 Riyadh 18:15
GFA 216 Bahrain 18:20
KAC 563 Amman 18:30
KAC 287 Dhaka 18:35
UAL 982 Bahrain 18:40
JZR 538 Cairo 18:40
JZR 238 Amman 18:45
FDB 066 Dubai 18:55
IRM 1187 Tehran 19:10
SVA 505 Jeddah 19:30
GFA 218 Bahrain 19:50
FDB 064 Dubai 19:50
QTR 1081 Doha 19:55
ABY 124 Sharjah 20:00
KAC 361 Colombo 20:00
CLX 856 Hong Kong 20:20
UAE 876 Dubai 20:35
JAI 571 Mumbai 20:35
FDB 062 Dubai 20:35
KAC 351 Kochi 20:45
AGY 681 Alexandria 20:50
KAC 1543 Cairo 20:55
KAC 333 Trivandrum 20:55
OMA 648 Muscat 21:00
ABY 122 Sharjah 21:00
KNE 461 Riyadh 21:10
MEA 403 Beirut 21:15
JZR 554 Alexandria 21:15
JAD 302 Amman 21:35
MSR 607 Luxor 21:40
DHX 171 Bahrain 21:50
ETD 308 Abu Dhabi 22:05
FDB 074 Dubai 22:10
ALK 230 Colombo 22:20
KAC 381 Delhi 22:20
UAE 860 Dubai 22:25
KLM 415 Dammam/Amsterdam 22:25
KAC 349 Kochi 22:30
KAC 301 Mumbai 22:30
QTR 1075 Doha 22:40
GFA 220 Bahrain 22:45
KAC 205 Islamabad 22:50
ETD 310 Abu Dhabi 23:00
KNE 471 Jeddah 23:05
KAC 411 Bangkok/Manila 23:25
MSC 408 Sohag 23:45
FDB 060 Dubai 23:50

DIAL 161 FOR AIRPORT INFORMATION 

In case you are not travelling, your proper cancellation
of bookings will help other passengers use seats
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ACROSS
1. A white linen liturgical vestment with sleeves.
4. Of or relating to or characteristic of Bavaria or its people.
12. A health resort near a spring or at the seaside.
15. A close friend who accompanies his buddies in their activities.
16. Acting according to certain accepted standards.
17. Someone who is morally reprehensible.
18. Water frozen in the solid state.
19. A state of misfortune or affliction.
20. Title for a civil or military leader (especially in Turkey).
21. Jordan's port.
23. A person who rides a pedal-driven vehicle (as a bicycle).
25. The quarter of many North African cities in which the citadel is
located.
27. Subject to a ruling authority.
28. A doctor's degree in religion.
30. A soft silvery metallic element of the alkali earth group.
31. Having come or been brought to a conclusion.
35. A rapid series of short loud sounds (as might be heard with a
stethoscope in some types of respiratory disorders).
38. The closing section of a musical composition.
40. A blue dye obtained from plants or made synthetically.
41. A detailed description of design criteria for a piece of work.
43. Rounded like an egg.
44. A rotating disk shaped to convert circular into linear motion.
48. Any period of seven consecutive days.
52. Any of a group of antidepressant drugs that inhibit the action of
monoamine oxidase in the brain and so allow monoamines to accumu-
late.
53. Of the dull yellowish green of the meat of an avocado n 1.
55. Contemptuous name for a Black man who is abjectly servile and
deferential to Whites.
56. Lean end of the neck.
58. A sandal attached to the foot by a thong over the toes.
60. Of or pertaining to Sabah or its people.
63. In ceremonial attire and paraphernalia.
67. A flat wing-shaped process or winglike part of an organism.
68. Occurring or payable every year.

CROSSWORD 939
71. 100 halers equal 1 koruna.
72. One of the most common of the five major classes of immunoglob-
ulins.
73. A headlong rush of people on a common impulse.
75. A period marked by distinctive character or reckoned from a fixed
point or event.
76. A metric unit of volume or capacity equal to 10 liters.
77. A great raja.
78. One ten thousandth of a centner.

DOWN
1. The capital of Western Samoa.
2. The state of needing something that is absent or unavailable.
3. Offering little or no hope.
4. The dialect of Malay used as the national language of the Republic of
Indonesia or of Malaysia.
5. A loose sleeveless outer garment made from aba cloth.
6. Light wispy precipitation that evaporates before it reaches the
ground (especially when the lower air is low in humidity).
7. A condition (mostly in boys) characterized by behavioral and learn-
ing disorders.
8. Uttering in an irritated tone.
9. Be inherent in something.
10. Especially of some bacteria.
11. A small Asian country high in the Himalayas between India and
Tibet.
12. A burn cause by hot liquid or steam.
13. Especially one side of a leaf.
14. The sixth month of the civil year.
22. A confusion of voices and other sounds.
24. Eye disease consisting of an opaque white spot on the cornea.
26. A dog trained to guard a house.
29. Fairly small terrestrial ferns of tropical America.
32. A member of a Finnish people of Russia.
33. (of tempo) Leisurely n.
34. A deep bow.
36. The state of being disregarded or forgotten.
37. A light strong brittle gray toxic bivalent metallic element.
39. Open and observable.
42. A radioactive transuranic element produced by bombarding pluto-
nium with neutrons.
45. An uproarious party.
46. A port in eastern Georgia near the mouth of the Savannah river.
47. Discharge from the external ear.
49. Any orchid of the genus Disa.
50. Any of numerous herbs of the genus Maranta having tuberous
starchy roots and large sheathing leaves.
51. Any property detected by the olfactory system.
54. Any of numerous ornamental shrubs grown for their showy flowers
of various colors.
57. A deep opening in the earth's surface.
59. A plant hormone promoting elongation of stems and roots.
61. Primitive chlorophyll-containing mainly aquatic eukaryotic organ-
isms lacking true stems and roots and leaves.
62. Any of numerous local fertility and nature deities worshipped by
ancient Semitic peoples.
64. (cosmology) The original matter that (according to the big bang
theory) existed before the formation of the chemical elements.
65. Suggestive of the supernatural.
66. The phenomenon of resistance to motion through a fluid.
69. A benevolent aspect of Devi.
70. The month following March and preceding May.
74. A person who announces and plays popular recorded music.
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NEW YORK: Alex Rodriguez reached 2,999 hits
with a pair of singles, and Carlos Beltran and
Brett Gardner each had two-run homers, lead-
ing the New York Yankees to a 9-4 victory over
the Miami Marlins. Rodriguez hit an RBI single in
the first inning for the second straight night,
flied out to right field in the third and hit a sharp
grounder past diving third baseman Donovan
Solano in the fifth to move within one hit of
becoming the 29th player to reach the 3,000
plateau.

He lined out in the sixth, his first try at the
milestone - swinging at specially marked balls.
Yankee Stadium played a piece of Beethoven’s
famed Symphony No. 5 as Rodriguez came to
bat in the eighth, but Miami reliever Sam Dyson
didn’t give A Rod a chance to swing, throwing
four inside pitches that sent the slugger leaping
back each time.

PIRATES 3, WHITE SOX 2
Gerrit Cole became the majors’ first 11-game

winner and Pittsburgh beat struggling Chicago
to extend its winning streak to a season-high
eight games.

Cole (11-2) allowed two runs and three hits
in seven innings, and has won each of his last six
starts while giving up two runs or less in each.
Mark Melancon pitched the ninth for his 23rd
save. Jung Ho Kang went 2-for-5 with an RBI and
a run scored, and Josh Harrison and Gregory
Polanco each drove in a run for Pittsburgh. The
Pirates, who also won 3-2 Wednesday, have
won seven times in their last 11 games while
scoring three runs or less.

Geovany Soto hit a solo home run for
Chicago, which has dropped a season-high sev-
en games. Jake Petricka (1-2) took the loss in
relief of starter Jeff Samardzija, who went seven
innings.

PADRES 3, ATHLETICS 1
Pat Murphy got his first win as San Diego’s

manager, Derek Norris homered against his for-
mer team and the Padres beat Oakland.

Matt Kemp hit his second home run in three
days, and San Diego stopped a four-game los-
ing streak. The Padres fired manager Bud Black
on Monday and hired Murphy the following
day. Ian Kennedy (4-5) gave up one run and four
hits in six innings, allowing only one runner past
second base. Kennedy, who struck out Stephen
Vogt with the potential tying run at the third in
the sixth, has a 2.63 ERA in his last four starts
after compiling a 7.15 ERA in his first eight.

Craig Kimbrel pitched a one-hit ninth for his
17th save in 18 chances, completing a five-hit-
ter. Rookie Kendall Graveman (3-4) allowed two
runs and five hits in seven innings, struck out six
and walked one.

TWINS 2, CARDINALS 1
Slumping Kennys Vargas hit a solo home run

with two outs in the bottom of the ninth inning,
lifting Minnesota to a victory and a two-game
sweep of St. Louis.

Joe Mauer homered for the Twins, too, tying
the game in the eighth to answer Jason
Heyward’s solo shot for the Cardinals in the sev-
enth. Vargas grounded into two double plays,
ruining a bases-loaded rally on one of those
with one out in the seventh inning. He more
than made up for that with his game-ending
drive into the right-field seats off a slow curve-
ball from Carlos Villanueva (3-2).

Vargas, who is 5 for 27 since being recalled
from Triple-A Rochester, was mobbed at home
plate by his teammates. Blaine Boyer (2-2)
pitched the ninth for the victory, after eight

dominant innings by Mike Pelfrey in an old-fash-
ioned duel with Jaime Garcia.

INDIANS 4, CUBS 3
Rookie Giovanny Urshela’s seventh-inning

single drove in the go-ahead run and Cleveland
beat Chicago. Kyle Schwarber hit his first major
league home run for the Cubs, a two run blast
off Danny Salazar in the fifth that tied the game
at 3-all. The game was delayed twice by rain for
a total of 1 hour and 41 minutes. Following a
1:16 delay in the fifth, Indians manager Terry
Francona went with closer Cody Allen to work
out of a bases-loaded jam.

The Indians bounced back from
Wednesday’s 17-0 loss and survived another big
night from Schwarber, who had two hits and is
6 for 10 with four RBIs in three games since
being called up Tuesday. Zach McAllister (2-2)
pitched 1 1-3 innings while Bryan Shaw record-
ed the final four outs for his first save.

BLUE JAYS 7, METS 1
RA Dickey pitched into the eighth inning to

earn the win against his former team, Chris
Colabello hit a solo homer and Toronto beat
New York. Jose Bautista drove in two runs as the
Blue Jays, who lost back-to-back games at Citi
Field earlier this week, swept two against the
visiting Mets. Toronto is 13-3 in June.

Dickey (3-6) allowed one run and three hits
for his first victory since May 21. The knuckle-
baller, who won the NL Cy Young with the Mets
in 2012, didn’t give up a hit until Juan Lagares’
two-out double in the fifth. He left after Lucas
Duda’s one-out homer in the eighth. Dickey, 40,
beat 42-year-old Bartolo Colon (9-5) in the first
matchup between two starting pitchers in their
40s since Aug. 15, 2008, when Philadelphia’s
Jamie Moyer (45) beat San Diego’s Greg
Maddux (42).

RAYS 5, NATIONALS 3
Washington star Bryce Harper exited early

after hurting his left leg while taking an awk-
ward tumble making a throw, and the Nationals
lost to Tampa Bay.

There was no announcement by the
Nationals during the game on Harper’s injury.
The All-Star right fielder slipped and fell on the

wet grass while trying to throw home on
Asdrubal Cabrera’s single in the sixth inning.
Harper held his left leg while down on the
ground and then gingerly walked off the field.

Harper’s throw went wildly into the dugout
during a four-run inning for Tampa Bay. Joey
Butler homered for the AL East-leading Rays,
who took three of four in the home-and-home
interleague set. Chris Archer (8-4) won his fifth
straight decision. Brad Boxberger pitched the
ninth for his 16th save.

Doug Fister (2-3) returned from the disabled
list and allowed five runs in 5 1-3 innings. Yunel
Escobar got five hits for the Nationals.

ASTROS 8, ROCKIES 4
Preston Tucker homered and drove in three

runs, pinch-hitter Domingo Santana got his first
major league home run and Houston beat
Colorado for its fifth straight win.

Carlos Correa stole three bases, and George
Springer extended his hitting streak to 11
games as the Astros swept the four-game,
home-and-home series with the reeling Rockies.
The Astros hit six homers in two games at Coors
Field, raising their AL-leading total to 97.

Collin McHugh (7-3) treated himself to an
early birthday present by getting the win
despite allowing three runs four hits and a sea-
son-high five walks in six innings. McHugh, who

turns 28 on Friday, settled down after surrender-
ing a three-run homer to Carlos Gonzalez in the
first. David Hale (2-2) gave up a season-high five
runs in five innings and struck out nine. Rockies
pitchers struck out 17 times, a Colorado record
for a nine-inning game.

ROYALS 3, BREWERS 2
Alcides Escobar had three hits and scored

twice and Jeremy Guthrie pitched six effective
innings as the Kansas City Royals beat the
Milwaukee Brewers 3-2 on Thursday night.

Escobar doubled to lead off the Royals’ two-
run first then scored on Lorenzo Cain’s sacrifice
fly. Escobar singled in the second, stole second
base and scored on Mike Moustakas’ two-out
single. Kendrys Morales’ two-out single in the
first drove in Eric Hosmer, who had doubled,
with the other Royals’ run. Guthrie (5-4) picked
up his first victory since May 20, allowing two

runs and seven hits, walked none and struck out
four. Greg Holland worked the ninth to earn his
12th save in 13 opportunities. With the victory,
Ned Yost surpassed Whitey Herzog as the win-
ningest manager in Royals’ history with 411
wins.

PHILLIES 2, ORIOLES 1
Ryan Howard hit a go-ahead, two-run homer

in the sixth inning and Philadelphia snapped a
nine-game losing streak with a victory over
Baltimore. The Phillies, who have the worst
record in the majors at 23-45, avoided being
swept in four consecutive series. They had lost
19 of 22. Manny Machado hit his third career
leadoff homer and second in three games
against the Phillies. But he struck out with run-
ners on first and third and one out in the sev-
enth. Jake Diekman (1-1) pitched a 1-2-3 sixth in
relief of Sean O’Sullivan to earn the win in his
first game back from a brief stint at Triple-A.
Jonathan Papelbon closed for his 13th save in
13 tries. Howard hit his 12th homer, connecting
off starter Bud Norris (2-5) to put Philadelphia
ahead for the first time in its four-game, home-
and-home series against Baltimore.

ANGELS 7, DIAMONDBACKS 1
CJ Wilson struck out a season-high nine in his

second straight strong outing, Taylor
Featherston hit his first major league home run
and Los Angeles beat Arizona to split the four-
game interleague series.

The first two games were played in Anaheim,
the last two in Phoenix. Wilson (5-5), after
throwing seven scoreless innings in his previous
start, gave up one run and scattered eight hits in
eight innings. The left-hander didn’t walk any-
one. Featherston and Johnny Giavotella each hit
solo homers in the third off Allen Webster (1-1),
making his second big league start.

Arizona’s Paul Goldschmidt was 0 for 4 and
struck out three times, failing to reach base for
the first time in 28 games. It had been the
longest active streak in the majors.

RED SOX 5, BRAVES 2
Clay Buchholz pitched seven strong innings

and Boston, after benching third baseman
Pablo Sandoval, beat Atlanta for its second win
in 10 games. Manager John Farrell didn’t play
Sandoval after the former World Series MVP
used his Instagram account Wednesday night
during a loss to the Braves.  Sandoval apolo-
gized to the team before the game, and Farrell
said he won’t be fined or suspended.

Buchholz (4-6) gave up two unearned runs
and six hits. Koji Uehara worked the ninth for his
14th save. Shelby Miller (5-3) took the loss. The
Red Sox ended a seven-game road losing streak,
helped when Atlanta third baseman Juan Uribe
dropped a routine popup.

DODGERS 1, RANGERS 0
Dodgers pinch-runner Kike Hernandez

scored on a two-out balk by Rangers rookie
reliever Keone Kela in the ninth inning, giving
Los Angeles a victory over Texas.

Kela (4-4), who preserved the Rangers’ 5-3
win Wednesday night with his first major league
save, walked Yasmani Grandal and Andre Ethier
to open the ninth. First baseman Mitch
Moreland then turned Alberto Callaspo’s
grounder into a 3-6-3 double play, but Kela was
rattled by Hernandez’s bluff toward the plate
with Jimmy Rollins at the plate, and was called
for the balk. Dodgers closer Kenley Jansen (2-0)
got the victory with a perfect ninth inning.—AP

Yankees beat Marlins, Pirates win

NEW YORK: Miami Marlins relief pitcher Sam Dyson (36) delivers in the eighth-inning
of the Marlins 9-4 loss to the New York Yankees in a baseball game. —AP
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SEOUL: Few golfers would describe Park
Inbee’s languid, truncated swing as “text-
book”, but after winning her sixth career
major at the Women’s PGA Championship on
Sunday, the South Korean is no doubt content
to have played her way into the record books.

While New Zealand teen Lydia Ko’s stun-
ning rise from amateur to world number one
hogged the global golfing headlines over the
last year, Park has quietly cemented her place
as one of the game’s all-time greats. At 26, the
Korean has now won five of the last 12
majors, her five-stroke victory on Sunday
snatching back top spot in the rankings from
Ko and taking her career earnings on the
LPGA Tour to more than $11 million.

Her performance at the Westchester
Country Club in the Women’s PGA
Championship, a tournament she has now
won three times in a row, was vintage Park.

Without a bogey in her final 56 holes, she
simply shunted the ball off the tee without

ever breaking her metronomic tempo, stuck
green after green from the fairway, and
putted lights-out from near and far. Her 19-
under total tied the Tour record for the lowest
score in relation to par at a major and she
joined Annika Sorenstam and Patty Berg as
the only players to have won the same major
three times in a row. While Park’s swing lacks
the graceful fluidity of compatriot Kim Hyo-
joo, and she exhibits none of the punch of the
powerful Pak Se-ri, experts at home pinpoint
her stellar short game and bulletproof mental
strength as the keys to her success.

“Inbee isn’t flexible,” says Jay Hahn, a golf
specialist who worked with Park before she
went to the famed David Leadbetter
Academy.

“Her wrists aren’t flexible so there’s a limi-
tation on her cocking. She also has limited
trunk rotation ... but she uses her swing to
overcome her physical limitations.

“She isn’t the longest hitter,  but she

answers that by being one of the best putters.
The short game takes over the long game
when you reach the top level,” he told Reuters
in an interview. Long hitter she is not. At just
under 250 yards off the tee, Park is currently
84th on the LPGA Tour in terms of average
driving distance, well behind the likes of fel-
low major winners Brittany Lincicome (271)
and Yani Tseng (270). But that old golf adage,
“Drive for show, putt for dough” has never
been more apt when it comes to Park. Her
game is based on accuracy and feel, and she
has the statistics to prove it. Fifth in greens in
regulation (GIR). Second in putts per GIR.
Eleventh in average putts per round. And the
all-important scoring average? Number one.

‘SILENT ASSASSIN’
For Suh Kyung-hyun, a psychology profes-

sor at Seoul’s Sahmyook University, the key to
Park’s success lies not in the accuracy of her
irons or her dead-eye aim on the greens.

Her true advantage is the ice in her veins.
Notoriously stoic on the course, the impassive
Park has been dubbed the ‘Silent Assassin’
and ‘Buddha Sculpture’ for her uncanny abili-
ty to keep her emotions in check.

“I don’t think it’s even that important to
talk about the technical side of her game
because it’s the way her mental strength pre-
vents her from ever losing her poise which is
the real key to her success,” Suh told Reuters
by telephone. Suh, who has authored a book
on the psychology of golf, added that a big
part of Park’s on-course coolness came
through metacognition, an awareness of
one’s own thought process.

“She has a nice smile and has good inter-
personal skills, but when she’s on the course
she is always calm, even when something
goes wrong,” he added. Things rarely seem to
be going wrong for Park these days. Though
even if they were you probably wouldn’t
know it. —Reuters

Park Inbee: South Korea’s silent assassin

WASHINGTON: Dustin Johnson and
Henrik Stenson set the first-round pace
at the US Open on Thursday on a day of
remarkable highs and lows as Tiger
Woods shot an 80, his fourth-worst
score as a professional.  American
Johnson and Swede Stenson fired
matching five-under-par 65s on a firm
and fast-running Chambers Bay layout
while Phil Mickelson made an encourag-
ing start with a 69.

The long-hitting Johnson piled up six
birdies and a lone bogey to finish level
with Stenson, who birdied four of his
last five holes at the British Open-style
venue in the year’s second major, being
played for the first time in the Pacific
Northwest.

They were one stroke ahead of
American Patrick Reed,  while Americans

Matt Kuchar, Ben Martin and amateur
Brian Campbell trailed by two.

“I hit the ball really well ... had a lot of
good looks at birdie all day,” Johnson,
who like Stenson is seeking a first major
title, told reporters.

“It’s firm but you could control your
golf ball, for sure.  Today I controlled my
ball very well. The confidence is definite-
ly there. I feel really good about where
I’m at and going into tomorrow.”

Stenson joined Johnson at the top
after draining a 20-foot birdie putt on
the 18th for a homeward nine of four-
under 31. “It was a good day,” said the
Swedish world number six. “I was strik-
ing it nicely, which led to a lot of birdie
opportunities for me.

“I felt like I was really keeping my
patience and a level head out there. I hit

some beautiful putts and managed to
slip a few in there. It was a good way to
finish the day.”

Mickelson, who is yearning to com-
plete a career grand slam of the four
majors by winning his first US Open, was
“very pleased” after a round that includ-
ed four birdies and three bogeys.

“I hit a lot of good shots today,”
Mickelson, a runner-up at the US Open a
record six times, said. “I shot under par
the first day of the US Open.

“The first round was the round I was
going to be most nervous at, getting
started. You don’t want to have to fight
to come back all the time. You want to
get off to a solid start around par. I’m
very pleased with the way the round
went.”

STRUGGLED ON GREENS
It  was an average morning for

Northern Ireland’s world number one
Rory McIlroy. Seeking his fifth major vic-
tory, he birdied his second hole but nev-
er got into top gear as he struggled on
the greens to return a 72. “I need to find
a rhythm in my stroke over the next
three days, work a bit on the putting
green,” said McIlroy. “Hopefully it will be
better tomorrow.”

Masters champion Jordan Spieth,
who played in the more difficult condi-
tions of the afternoon as the course
firmed up, was delighted to open with a
68. “It was a good solid day,” said the 21-
year-old Texan. “To shoot two under at
the U.S. Open, I would have signed for
that before I started.” Woods, who has
been struggling for form and won the
most recent of his 14 major titles at the
2008 US Open, endured a nightmare
day at Chambers Bay. Wayward off the
tee, the former world number one toiled
away in bunkers and thick fescue rough
before ending his round with a bogey at
the par-five 18th where he cold-topped
a three-wood from the middle of the
fairway. “Not very happy, that’s for sure,”
Woods said after racking up eight
bogeys, a triple at the par-four 14th and
a solitary birdie. “It was a tough day. Got
off to a bad start . . .  and then just
couldn’t quite get it turned around
today. “For some reason I just can’t get
the consistency that I’d like to have out
there.”—Reuters

Johnson, Stenson share lead

WASHINGTON: Henrik Stenson, of Sweden hits his tee shot on the sixth hole
during the first round of the US Open golf tournament. —AP

WASHINGTON: The biggest unknown for the players
coming into this week’s U.S.  Open was how they would
fare on the different course set-ups at Chambers Bay, and
Thursday’s first round provided some answers. While most
of the 156-strong field felt that the links-style layout was
prepared on the generous side by the United States Golf
Association, the slick and heavily contoured greens with
their blotchy fescue grass posed all sorts of problems.

World number one Rory McIlroy, who opened with a
two-over-par 72, was happy with his form from tee to
green but far from complimentary about the condition of
the putting surfaces.

“They are not the best that I’ve ever putted on,” the
four-times major champion told reporters. “I still feel like if
you make a good enough stroke and you have the right
speed, there’s a good enough chance the ball will go in.

“It was frustrating, especially how I felt I hit the ball
from tee to green. I drove the ball great. I hit my iron shots
very, very well. I felt like I gave myself enough chances out
there to convert a few and wasn’t able to do that.” Spanish
world number eight Sergio Garcia, who carded a 70,
tweeted: “I  think a championship of the caliber of
@usopengolf deserves better quality green surfaces that
we have this week but maybe I’m wrong!”

ELEVATION CHANGES
The par-70 course that stretches along Puget Sound

features the biggest elevation changes ever seen at a US
Open and with luck of the bounce commonplace on
undulating fairways and greens, the players faced a daunt-
ing challenge.

“Of its kind, it’s one of the finest,” Swede Henrik
Stenson said with a broad grin after firing a five-under-par
65 to share the lead with American Dustin Johnson. “It is a
links course with some extreme features, there’s no two
ways about that. “We’ve got some big banks, we’ve got
some massive run-offs and fairways that are really sloping
in areas. Like the eighth hole, I hit a nice three-wood down
the middle, just trying to hit a nice fairway finder, but it
turned into a rough finder. “It’s more down to how you’re
going to play those (extreme features), and make sure you
don’t get tricked out by them.”

The U.S. Open is renowned for the mental composure
required by the players and its course set-up over the
years has made it the most exacting of the four major
tournaments. “You just don’t really know how you’ll fare at
a U.S. Open, particularly a U.S. Open on this particular golf
course,” American Matt Kuchar said after returning a 67.

“You can play really good golf and walk off with three
or four straight bogeys in a row. Fortunately, today I didn’t
have too many struggles for par. —Reuters

Mixed reviews
of Chambers
Bay by players
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Farah denies doping
LONDON: Britain’s double Olympic champion Mo Farah has denied
ever taking performance-enhancing drugs and said rumors and
speculation over his career after the revelation that he missed two
drugs tests “are completely false”.

The 32-year-old has been under the spotlight since his coach
Alberto Salazar was accused of violating anti-doping rules in a BBC
documentary earlier this month.

This week Britain’s Daily Mail reported that Farah had missed two
out-of-competition doping tests in 2010 and 2011. At the time, the
rules meant that a third missed test within an 18-month period (now
reduced to 12) would almost certainly have resulted in a ban that
would have probably ruled him out of the London 2012 Olympic
Games, where he won gold in the 5,000 and 10,000 metres.

“I have never taken performance-enhancing drugs in my life and
I never will,” Farah said in a statement published on his Facebook
page yesterday.

“Over the course of my career I have taken hundreds of drugs
tests and every single one has been negative. “I’ve fully explained
the only two tests in my career that I have ever missed, which the
authorities understood, and there was never any suggestion that
these were anything more than simple mistakes.”

American Salazar, who has worked as a consultant for British
Athletics since 2013, has denied the allegations, saying the BBC and
U.S. website ProPublica had engaged in “inaccurate and unfounded
journalism”. Farah, who was not accused of any wrongdoing in the
BBC documentary, withdrew from a Diamond League meeting in
Birmingham earlier this month after expressing anger over the alle-
gations made about Salazar.

Farah was upset his name had “been dragged through the mud”
and said he would seek assurances from Salazar, with whom he has
worked since 2011.

“As I made clear, I went to Portland to speak to Alberto Salazar
and demand answers,” Farah said. “He reassured me that the claims
are false and that he will soon be providing evidence to make that
clear. Until then I will not be commenting further on the allega-
tions.”

UK Athletics are currently conducting a formal review into the
relationship between Salazar and Farah, which is expected to be
completed by the first week in August.

Farah announced on Wednesday he will return to com-
petitive action at the Monaco Diamond League meeting on
July 17.—Reuters

SPIELBERG: Earl Bamber’s immediate focus, only days after
winning the Le Mans 24 Hours with Porsche, was to get to
grips with his washing.

While German team mate Nico Hulkenberg got back into
the Formula One groove, proudly showing off his trophy at
the Austrian Grand Prix, Bamber was enjoying a few days at
home in Kuala Lumpur. “Hopefully with this win it makes it a
little easier to find more drives and keep racing. I hope that’s
one thing that will change a lot,” the 24-year-old driver told
Reuters in a telephone interview.

“But in terms of driving racing cars, it doesn’t change any-
thing. I’ve got a lot to learn. I just want to keep learning and
battling. “And after two months of intense work, it’s just nice
to come home and do the washing and do some cooking and
cleaning at home. It’s nice to come back to a normal lifestyle.”

Bamber’s achievement, as part of the least-experienced of
the three Porsche factory crews with Hulkenberg and Britain’s
Nick Tandy, made him only the third New Zealander to win Le
Mans.

The other two, as Ford team mates in 1966, were Bruce
McLaren and Chris Amon. But while Hulkenberg hit the head-
lines as the most famous name in the winning threesome,
Bamber’s story is more exotic and more heart-warming as the
story of a triumph against the odds.

The man who grew up on a farm in Wanganui is a winner
who got to the top on talent, rather than money, and with a
bizarre detour through Inner Mongolia.

Bamber had contested several rounds of the now-defunct
A1 Grand Prix single-seater series for the New Zealand team
and in 2010, without a drive, turned up in the Inner
Mongolian city of Ordos to commentate on a SuperLeague
Formula race.

‘Crazy weekends’
When Portuguese driver Alvaro Parente forgot to apply for

a Chinese visa, Bamber was in the right place at the right time.
He borrowed a race suit, gloves, helmet, boots and a head
and neck support device and finished third in the first race

before winning the final to pocket a 100,000 euros
($113,050.00) cheque.

The following weekend he was racing again on the streets
of Beijing and collected another similar amount. “It was just a
great two weekends and kept me on the map.  Stories like
that are completely crazy,” said Bamber, who went on to win
the Porsche Carrera Cup Asia with the Malaysian Nexus
Racing team. That led to an invitation to compete for a
Porsche international cup scholarship shootout, which he also
won to secure funding for an entry into the Porsche
Supercup-a support series at Formula One weekends.

Last year, he won that as well and joined the factory line-
up. “It’s a real credit to Porsche that you don’t need the
biggest budget to succeed. I almost started right from the
bottom,” said Bamber.

“The first year (in Carrera Cup) we didn’t have enough
money to buy the full allocation of tyres, so we had to some-
times use second hand tyres and we didn’t have brake sen-
sors on the car.” —Reuters

Bamber back to basics after Le Mans high

SPIELBERG: Ferrari team chief Maurizio
Arrivabene did not know if he should
laugh or cry yesterday when he
escaped unscathed from a near-miss in
the pit lane, and then saw Sebastian
Vettel top the times in second practice
at the Austrian Grand Prix.

On an incident-filled day, the four-
time champion had been slowest and
last in the morning due to gearbox
problems, but bounced back in the
afternoon with the fastest lap, before
stopping again.

Arrivabene, regarded as one of the
paddock’s coolest characters, could
only shrug. It had been one of those
days for him, Ferrari and Vettel.

The German’s lap was enough for
him to wind up 0.011 seconds quicker
than nearest r ival  Nico Rosberg of
Mercedes on a cool, cloudy and unpre-
dictable afternoon at the Red Bull Ring
as Ferrari upstaged their rivals, Kimi
Raikkonen clocking the third-best time
in the second Ferrari.

Rosberg, who won last year’s race to
stimulate a mid-season surge of good

form, conceded that Ferrari’s speed
was a threat to champions Mercedes’
continued supremacy. 

Team-mate and defending champi-
on Lewis Hamilton struggled to fifth.
“We are always worried about them as
they are our closest rival,” said Rosberg.
“But here on this track, it is a very short
lap time so everyone is going to be
closer. They seem quick. Very close,
too.”

Vettel was quick to play down any
hopes of glory for Ferrari, saying: “It is
too early to say anything and I don’t
think we have closed the gap so much,
but let’s see.

“It is always difficult to say. Usually,
they are always able to make a step
overnight, but hopefully we can stick
with them and put pressure on them
tomorrow.”

Vettel said his gearbox problems
were not related. “We had an issue with
the gearbox this afternoon, some of the
sensors switched into alert mode and
we slowed down.

“We will have a close look. We don’t

know yet what’s the problem, but it
seems unrelated from this morning.
“This is a circuit where it’s important to
have a rhythm and it helps the more
laps you do. Unfortunately we couldn’t
do as many as we wanted.”

Few drivers found a rhythm with
most finding it difficult to ‘warm up’
their tyres in the cool temperatures in
the Styrian Alps and Hamilton deliv-
ered an untypical series of ragged laps.

“It has been okay,” he said with a
grin. “Not the best of days, but the car
has been great. It’s just the track-there
is not a lot of grip here.”

Arrivabene was fortunate that he
found enough grip to avoid an acci-
dent after stepping in front of  an
oncoming car-without turning to look-
during the opening session.

Luckily, for him, his friend Felipe
Massa saw him and swift ly hit  the
brakes on his Williams, stopping just a
metre from the bearded Italian as he
strode into the road. A rueful grin and a
thumbs up followed. “It was pretty
close,” said the Brazilian. —AFP

Vettel fastest despite 
gearbox problems

AUSTRIA: Ferrari driver Sebastian Vettel of Germany steers his car during the second training session at the race track prior to
the Formula One Grand Prix, at the Red Bull Ring in Spielberg, southern Austria. —AP

Mo Farah
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African stars get 
chance to shine

JOHANNESBURG: Qualifying begins this weekend for the
fourth African Nations Championship, a senior national football
team competition unique to the continent. 

Only home-based footballers are eligible, offering space on
the international stage for many who would otherwise remain
in the shadows. Many African national teams, including Algeria,
Ghana, Ivory Coast and Senegal, are composed almost exclu-
sively of foreign-based stars. So the African Nations
Championship-or CHAN-gives the best home talent a chance to
don the national kit and display their skills. Launched in 2008,
the brainchild of Confederation of African Football (CAF) presi-
dent Issa Hayatou has been won by the Democratic Republic of
Congo in Abidjan, Tunisia in Khartoum and Libya in Cape Town.

The shock Libyan triumph last year was remarkable as the
north Africans won only one of their six matches, drawing the
other five, including all three in the knock-out stages.

Libya triumphed in the 16-team competition thanks to
penalty-kick accuracy and nerves of steel, winning a quarter-
final, a semi-final, and the final against Ghana via shootouts.

They are among 42 countries chasing 15 places at the 2016
finals while Rwanda qualify automatically as hosts of the
January 16-February 7 tournament.

A region-based draw pits Libya against Morocco and Tunisia
with the top two after a double-round mini-league progressing.

The other five geographical areas will use a home-and-away
knockout system with two or four games required to secure
qualification. A downside of going regional is that powerhouses
can be drawn together and the pairing of Ghana and Ivory
Coast later this year means one of them will miss the finals.

Of the 16 teams who competed at the 2014 Nations
Championship in South Africa, 13 could qualify again. But the
draw means Mali or Mauritania, Burundi or Ethiopia and Nigeria
or Burkina Faso cannot make successive appearances.

Fourteen preliminary-round, first-leg games are scheduled
for this weekend one in the north, four in the west, three in the
east and six in the south. National coaches like Ephraim ‘Shakes’
Mashaba of South Africa, Milutin ‘Micho’ Sredojevic of Uganda
and Bobby Williamson of Kenya also handle CHAN assignments.

But others nations like Senegal separate the coaching of the
senior and CHAN squads with Aliou Cisse stepping aside and
Moustapha Seck handling the home-based stars. Swaziland,
who caused the biggest shock of the 2017 Africa Cup of Nations
qualifiers last weekend by winning away to Guinea, can field vir-
tually the same side when they host Angola in the CHAN.

Veteran midfielder Tony Tsabedze, whose brace sank the
Guineans, has drawn attention from South African clubs and
some plan to watch him at Somhlolo Stadium near Mbabane.
Burundi, Djibouti, Ethiopia, Mauritius and the Seychelles are
other countries whose best players are predominantly home
based.

Zimbabwe host Comoros Islands and could field five of the
starters who shocked Malawi in the Cup of Nations, but scor-
ers Cuthbert Malajila and Khama Billiat are ineligible because
they play for South African clubs.  Return matches are set for
July 3-5, and the first round for successive weekends during
October. —AFP

SYDNEY: Christian Lealiifano returns to the
scene of his missed conversion nightmare as
Australia’s ACT Brumbies bid to stay alive in
the Super Rugby against South Africa’s
Western Stormers in this weekend’s play-
offs.

Lealiifano plays his 100th game for the
Brumbies in Cape Town where he missed a
potential match-winning conversion in last
month’s loss to the Stormers. In today’s other
elimination game, the Otago Highlanders
will bank on their home ground dominance
to knock out twice champions Waikato
Chiefs in the all-New Zealand showdown. 

The Brumbies missed out on crucial com-
petition points when Lealiifano fluffed a sim-
ple try conversion with eight minutes left as
the Stormers went on to win 25-24.

The South African media have this week

been reminding the fly-half about his off-tar-
get kick. “I wouldn’t say redemption. I
haven’t thought about that kick until you
just asked me,” Lealiifano told reporters. “I’ve
taken every game as if it’s going to be my
last, so playing 100 games is a special time.
I’m going to give the team as much as I can
and hopefully we can get the result.”

Brumbies coach Stephen Larkham
backed Lealiifano to rise to the occasion and
make amends for that miss. “He’s working
very hard at it and that’s what gives every-
one confidence around him,” Larkham said.
“Particularly since that miss, Christian has
spent more time in training practising his
conversions and penalty kicks.

“I think we saw a bit of a turnaround over
the last month with his goal-kicking.”
Wallaby flanker David Pocock is on track to

play for the Brumbies, but playmaker Matt
Toomua remains in doubt.

Pocock missed the second half of last
week’s loss to the Canterbury Crusaders after
failing a concussion test. “He’s on track to
play,” Larkham said. “He’ll certainly be avail-
able for  selection at this stage.” Toomua
pulled up sore following his stint off the
bench against the Crusaders in just his sec-
ond game in eight matches following ankle
injuries. “Coming back from a syndesmosis ...
everything is cleared medically, it’s just
whether he feels good, which I suspect he
will,” Larkham said.

The Stormers are South Africa’s last hope
for Super 15 glory this season after topping
the national conference by three points from
the Golden Lions but with the least competi-
tion points of all the six play-off teams.

The Cape Town-based side have scored
just 32 tries in 16 games and have only man-
aged two four-try bonus points. But they are
stronger in defence, letting in just 35 tries
and remain a tough side to break down.
Much depends on flanker Siya Kolisi in the
absence of captain Duane Vermeulen, and
he will have to compete strongly at the
breakdown against Pocock.

The Highlanders, the second-best Kiwi
team behind tearaway leaders Wellington
Hurricanes, are strengthened by the return
from injury of No.8 Nasi Manu, All Blacks cen-
tre Malakai Fekitoa and lock Mark Reddish.
“Nasi’s a real spiritual leader for us,” scrum-
half Aaron Smith said. “He does a lot of key
talking to the big boys especially.

“He sets the mood with the way he plays,
he’s a pretty easy man to follow.” —AFP

Brumbies look to bury last kick nightmare

VANCOUVER: It’s down to business at the
Women’s World Cup as the knockout rounds
get under way today with top-ranked
Germany and former runners-up China both
in action. Germany, winners in 2003 and
2007, take on Sweden in the opening last 16
clash in Ottawa with China next up against
ambitious African newcomers Cameroon in
Edmonton.

Previous results are all forgotten now,
including Germany’s 10-0 hammering of
Ivory Coast, or Sweden’s struggles to
advance, in a one-off free for all. “What has
happened before doesn’t really matter now
because this is where it really starts,” said
Germany coach Silvia Neid.

“You won’t be given 10 opportunities,
you have to seize the two or three you get.
You have to concentrate and be cool in the
last 16 or go home.” Reigning champions
Japan kept their defence on track by win-
ning all three of their group matches with
only Brazil, the 2007 runners-up, posting a
better record, as both took maximum points.

Brazil face a tougher test in the last 16
clash against Australia in Moncton on
Sunday than in their group games against
South Korea, Costa Rica and Spain. Japan
also face a tricky tie against a young Dutch
side, who advanced as third in their Group A,
in Vancouver on Tuesday.

The United States, two-time winners,
counted on veterans Megan Rapinoe, Abby
Wambach and Hope Solo to keep them on
track with two wins and a draw against
Sweden and next clash with Colombia, who
shocked France 2-0 in their second group
game, next in their sights in Edmonton on
Monday. 

France, ranked third, finished top of their
group ahead of England and next play South
Korea, who got past the group stage for the
first time, on Sunday in Montreal. England
set up a clash with former champions
Norway on Monday.

Hosts Canada qualified top of their
Group A and continue their bid for a first title
against Switzerland in Vancouver tomorrow.
“The games only get tougher now,” said
Canada coach John Herdman. Germany
topped Group B with two wins and a draw,
as the fifth-ranked Swedes backed into the
last 16 as one of the best four third-placed

finishers following three draws.
European champions Germany have

demonstrated an impressive forward line
with 15 goals in three games including four
from Anja Mittag and three from Celia Sasic.

Sweden, runners-up in 2003 and third in
2011, emerged batter and bruised from
Group D, the so-called ‘Group of Death’,
where the United States took top spot ahead
of Australia. Coach Pia Sundhage was deflat-
ed after her side managed just three points
from three draws.

“We didn’t lose (in the group), and we
scored four goals but we didn’t do enough
to win the group or even be runnersup,” said
55-year-old Sundhage, who coached the US
to two Olympic golds and silver at the last
World Cup. But Australia coach Alen Stajcic
believes all of the ‘Group of death’ survivors

are now contenders. “These three teams
have been battle hardened, it just toughens
you up for  the biggest matches where any
slipup and you’re out,” he said.

“Whoever gets out of our group can
make the semi-finals as a minimum,” Stajcic
predicted. And Neid is not taking the demor-
alised Swedes lightly. “Sweden have a lot of
quality on their team. The games we have
played against them have always been com-
petitive and close-fought,” she said. 

“As of now, we have to show passion and
give everything. The team in better form on
the day will go through to the quarter-
finals.” China’s young side, who finished sec-
ond in Group A behind Canada, face a chal-
lenge from debutants Cameroon, just the
second African nation to reach the knockout
rounds. — AFP

It’s business now at 
Women’s World Cup

VANCOUVER: Two young fans cheer the United States before a FIFA Women’s
World Cup soccer game in this file photo. —AP
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DHAKA: Rookie left-arm pacer Mustafizur
Rahman claimed five wickets in his one-day
international debut as Bangladesh thrashed
India by 79 runs in Dhaka on Thursday.

The 19-year-old’s figures of 5-50 helped
Bangladesh dismiss India for 228 in 46 overs
after half-centuries from Tamim Iqbal,
Soumya Sarkar and Shakib Al Hasan led the
hosts to a record target of 307 runs. Fellow
paceman Taskin Ahmed complemented
Mustafizur’s bowling with 2-21 himself as
Bangladesh avenged their 109-run defeat in
the World Cup quarterfinals this year to go 1-0
ahead in the three-match series. 

Opener Rohit Sharma top-scored for India
with 63 and shared a 95-run opening stand
with Shikhar Dhawan, but after Taskin broke
through and took Dhawan’s wicket, the hosts
never looked back. Taskin followed up
Dhawan’s scalp by adding Virat Kohli, out for
just one run, to his tally before Mustafizur sent
Sharma and Rahane back in successive overs.

Left-arm spinner Shakib compounded
India’s problems when he induced a sharp
edge from Mahendra Singh Dhoni to dismiss
the Indian skipper for five and leave his side
down five wickets for just 128.

Suresh Raina (40) and Ravindra Jadeja (32)
tried to rebuild the innings with a 60-run sixth
wicket stand, but Mustafizur took three quick
wickets to seal the deal for Bangladesh.

Bangladesh skipper Mashrafe Mortaza said
he was not surprised with the teenage

bowler’s performance. “Mustafizur was not a
surprise for us. We know he can destroy any
batsman,” said Mortaza, who also praised his
own side’s “brilliant” start in the first innings.
“Maybe we were 15-20 short, but 300 is a big
ask for anybody.” Earlier, Bangladesh opener
Tamim top-scored for the home side with 60
runs, while Sarkar and Shakib added 54 and
52 respectively as Bangladesh scored 307 runs
in the first innings, surpassing their previous
high against India of 296. 

Opting to bat first, the hosts were looking
for an even more imposing total as Tamim
and Sarkar put on a 102-run opening stand,
but a rain break halted the game for about an
hour, shifting the momentum. 

Off-spinner Ravichandran Ashwin, who fin-
ished with 3-51, stopped the run flow with a
tight spell after the run out of Sarkar earned
India their first breakthrough.

Tamim then wasted his brilliant start, hol-
ing out a catch at long on to Rohit Sharma to
end his 62-ball innings, which included seven
fours and a six. Ashwin then trapped debu-
tant Litton Das leg before for eight and forced
another mishit from Mushfiqur Rahim, also
caught by Rohit at long on, for 14.

Shakib helped Bangladesh regroup with an
83-run fifth wicket stand with Sabbir Rahman,
who made 41. Dhoni praised Bangladesh for
their win but voiced disappointment with his
side’s batting and fast bowling. “Bangladesh
played some really good cricket as a team,” he

said. “Right from the first ball they took our
bowlers on.”

“It looked like they would score more than
330 but we restricted them to 300, but the
batting didn’t turn up the way we wanted it

to. “The spinners bowled well, Raina’s contri-
bution was important, but (I am) disappoint-
ed with the way the fast bowlers bowled.”
Yadav claimed 2-58 while Bhuvneshwar
Kumar chipped in with 2-37.—AFP

Mustafizur claims five-wicket haul on debut
Bangladesh thrash India

GALLE: Sri Lanka’s bowlers ripped through
Pakistan’s top order in dramatic fashion to leave
the tourists struggling on the scheduled third day
of the first Test in Galle yesterday. After opener
Kaushal Silva hit 125 to lift Sri Lanka to 300 in the
first innings, Pakistan collapsed to 35-3 in reply
before a partial recovery saw them to 118-5 by
stumps. 

Asad Shafiq was unbeaten on 14 and Sarfraz
Ahmed was on 15 when rain forced play to end
early with the tourists trailing by 182 runs with
five wickets in hand. Seamer Dhammika Prasad
removed both openers by the third over, paving
the way for the bowlers to take control of the
innings on what remained an easy-paced pitch at
the Galle International stadium.

Prasad had Mohammad Hafeez caught at
third slip off his sixth delivery and then trapped
Ahmed Shehzad leg-before in his next over to
reduce Pakistan to 11 for two.It became 35-3
when seasoned left-arm spinner Rangana Herath,
brought in to the attack in the sixth over, had
Azhar Ali leg-before in his third over. 

Veterans Younis Khan (47) and skipper
Misbah-ul Haq (20) attempted to rebuild with a
51-run stand for the fourth wicket before both
were dismissed in the space of 10 runs in the last
session.

Younis was bowled as he stepped out to drive
off-spinner Dilruwan Perera, and Misbah fell to a
brilliant one-handed diving catch at first slip by
37-year-old Kumar Sangakkara off Nuwan Pradeep.

Solid defence 
Sri Lanka’s innings were built around Silva’s

painstaking effort that was marked by solid
defence even as wickets tumbled regularly at the
other end. The diminutive right-hander lit up the
rain-hit Test with a stubborn 125, his second Test
century after making 139 against Bangladesh in
Dhaka in January last year. Silva, however, failed to
carry his bat through the innings when he was
ninth out from the 300th delivery he faced, caught
behind off left-arm spinner Zulfiqar Babar.

Silva, who began the day on 80, had reached
his century 30 minutes before lunch when he
drove Babar through the covers for his 15th
boundary. Bad weather had washed out the
entire first day’s play on Wednesday and just 64
overs were bowled on the second day due to a
wet outfield.

Sri Lanka added 11 runs to their overnight
score of 178-3 when they lost the wicket of skipper
Angelo Mathews, who was bowled by left-arm
seamer Wahab Riaz for 19. 

Dinesh Chandimal contributed 23 in a fifth-
wicket stand of 37 with Silva before being bowled
by Babar, who was surprisingly handed the second
new ball which was claimed after 80 overs.

Kithuruwan Vithanage was the third batsman
to be dismissed in the morning session when, on
18, he gave Hafeez an easy return catch. Babar
removed Prasad and Silva in successive overs
before Yasir Shah held a skier off his own bowling
to dismiss last man Nuwan Pradeep. Wahab and
Babar finished with three wickets each, while
Hafeez and Shah took two each. The three-Test
series will be followed by five one-day internation-
als and two Twenty20 matches.—AFP

GALLE: Sri Lanka’s Kaushal Silva raises his bat and helmet after scoring a century during
the third day of the first Test cricket match against Pakistan. —AP

Bangladesh:
Tamim Iqbal c Rohit b Ashwin 60
Soumya Sarkar run out 54
Litton Das lbw b Ashwin 8
Mushfiqur Rahim c Rohit b Ashwin 14
Shakib Al Hasan c Jadeja b Yadav 52
Sabbir Rahman b Jadeja 41
Nasir Hossain c Jadeja b Yadav 34
Mashrafe Mortaza c Rohit b Sharma 21
Rubel Hossain c Sharma b Kumar 4
Taskin Ahmed c Kohli b Kumar 2
Mustafizur Rahman not out 0
Extras (b2, lb6, w6, nb3) 17
Total (all out, 49.4 overs) 307
Fall of wickets: 1-102 (Sarkar), 2-123 (Tamim), 3-
129 (Das), 4-146 (Rahim), 5-229 (Sabbir), 6-267
(Shakib), 7-282 (Nasir), 8-286 (Rubel), 9-298
(Taskin), 10-307 (Mortaza)
Bowling: Kumar 7-0-37-2 (nb1, w1), Yadav 8-0-
58-2 (w1), Ashwin 10-0-51-3 (w2), Sharma 4.4-
0-53-1(nb1), Raina 10-0-40-0, Jadeja 8-0-48-
1(nb1), Kohli 2-0-12-0 (w2).

India:
R. Sharma c Mortaza b Mustafizur 63
S. Dhawan c Rahim b Taskin 30
V. Kohli c Rahim b Taskin 1
A. Rahane c Nasir b Mustafizur 9
S. Raina b Mustafizur 40
M. Dhoni c Rahim b Shakib 5
R. Jadeja c Sarkar b Mustafizur 32
R. Ashwin c Rahim b Mustafizur 0
B. Kumar not out 25
M. Sharma c Rahim b Mortaza 11
U. Yadav lbw b Shakib 2
Extras (lb4, w6) 10
Total (all out, 46 overs) 228
Fall of wickets: 1-95 (Dhawan), 2-101 (Kohli), 3-
105 (Rohit), 4-115 (Rahane), 5-128 (Dhoni), 6-
188 (Raina), 7-188 (Ashwin), 8-195 (Jadeja), 9-
219 (Sharma), 10-228(Yadav).
Bowling: Mustafizur 9.2-1-50-2 (w1), Taskin 6-1-
21-2 (w5), Mortaza 10-0-53-1, Rubel 6-0-36-0,
Nasir 6.4-0-31-0, Shakib 8-0-33-2
Result: Bangladesh won by 79 runs

SCOREBOARD
DHAKA: Scoreboard of the first one-day international between Bangladesh and India at the
Sher-e-Bangla Stadium in Dhaka on Thursday:

Sri Lanka 1st innings:
D. Karunaratne c Sarfraz b Wahab 21
K. Silva c Sarfraz b Babar 125
K. Sangakkara c Younis b Wahab 50
L. Thirimanne c Babar b Hafeez 8
A. Mathews b Wahab 19
D. Chandimal b Babar 23
K. Vithanage c and b Hafeez 18
D. Perera c Sarfraz b Yasir 15
D. Prasad b Babar 0
R. Herath not out 6
N. Pradeep c and b Yasir 4
Extras: (lb5, nb4, w2) 11
Total (all out, 109.3 overs) 300
Fall  of wickets: 1-30 (Karunaratne),  2-142
(Sangakkara),  3-154 (Thirimanne), 4-189
(Mathews), 5-226 (Chandimal), 6-261 (Vithanage),
7-277 (Perera), 8-288 (Prasad), 9-291 (Silva), 10-
300 (Pradeep).

Bowling: Junaid 16-5-38-0 (w1), Wahab 26-3-74-3

(nb4, w1), Babar 27-8-64-3, 
Yasir 30.3-6-79-2, Hafeez 10-0-40-2

Pakistan 1st innings:
Mohammad Hafeez c Karunaratne b Prasad  2
Ahmed Shehzad lbw b Prasad 9
Azhar Ali lbw b Herath 8
Younis Khan b Perera 47
Misbah-ul Haq c Sangakkara b Pradeep 20
Asad Shafiq not out 14
Sarfraz Ahmed not out 15
Extras: (nb3) 3
Total (for five wickets, 41.4 overs) 118  
Fall of wickets: 1-2 (Hafeez), 2-11 (Shehzad), 3-35
(Azhar), 4-86 (Younis), 
5-96 (Misbah).
Bowling: Prasad 9-2-24-2, Pradeep 9-1-36-1 (nb2),
Herath 12.4-3-33-1, Perera 9-2-23-1, Mathews 2-1-
2-0 (nb1)
Pakistan trail by 182 runs with five wickets in
hand.

SCOREBOARD
GALLE, Sri Lanka: Scoreboard at stumps on the scheduled third day of the first Test between Sri
Lanka and Pakistan at the Galle International Stadium yesterday

Pakistan in trouble after Silva’s century
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LONDON: South Africa’s Kevin Anderson, gestures against Spain’s Guillermo Garcia-Lopez during their men’s singles
match of the Queen’s tennis championship. —AP

Anderson into Queen’s 
semi-finals, Raonic out

LONDON: South Africa’s Kevin
Anderson powered into the Queen’s
Club semi-finals with a 7-6 (9/7), 7-5 vic-
tory against Spain’s Guillermo Garcia-
Lopez yesterday.

Anderson was appearing in the quar-
ter-finals of the Wimbledon warm-up
event for the third time in four years and
the world number 17 finally made it to
the semi-finals after bludgeoning
Garcia-Lopez into submission. The big-
serving 29-year-old slammed down 18
aces and is now within one win of his
second ATP Tour final of the year, fol-
lowing his runners-up finish in Memphis
in February, as he looks to add to his
two career tour-level titles.

“It was definitely dominated by
serves today, so step one was take care
of my own and try and create opportu-
nities on his serve. Fortunately, I was

able to get one right before the end,”
Anderson said.

“Queen’s is a pretty big tournament.
I’ve been in the quarters a few times and
it feels great going one round further.
“I ’ve been in the semis of ATP 500
events before. Now I’m looking at get-
ting to the final and having a shot at
winning the tournament.”

Anderson had saved a match point
before defeating four-time champion
Lleyton Hewitt in the first round and
claimed the scalp of French Open cham-
pion Stan Wawrinka in the second
round.

And the 29-year-old, who lives in the
United States and expects to be granted
U.S citizenship later this year, proved
rock solid on the key points again as he
ruined the first Queen’s last eight
appearance for world number 34 Garcia-

Lopez. In today’s semi-finals, Anderson
will face French seventh seed Gilles
Simon, who fought back from a set
down to defeat world number eight
Milos Raonic 4-6, 6-3, 7-5.

Simon had lost all three of his previ-
ous meetings with Raonic, but the 30-
year-old booked his first appearance in
the Queen’s last four on his fifth match
point against the Canadian third seed,
who was playing his first tournament for
five weeks after foot surgery.

The world number 13 will aim to
reach his second final of the year-he
won the Marseille Open in February-
when he meets Anderson. Also in quar-
ter-final action on Friday, top seed and
three-time champion Andy Murray faces
Luxembourg’s Gilles Muller and John
Isner of the United States takes on
Serbia’s Viktor Troicki. —AFP

Mladenovic
downs Halep

BIRMINGHAM: Kristina Mladenovic, only the third best
French player and ranked outside the top 40, ousted
top seed Simona Halep to reach the Birmingham semi-
finals yesterday.

The 22-year-old Switzerland-based player of Serbian
parentage won an eventful match by 2-6, 6-0, 7-6 (7/4),
upsetting a seed for the third successive time and
announcing herself only ten days before Wimbledon as
a force to be reckoned with on grass courts.

Mladenovic has a dangerous first serve and a pene-
tratingly flat forehand, as well as decent volleys-and in
this match some outrageously successful drop shots
too.

She turned the second set around in little more than
20 minutes after Halep had been by far the more
assured player in the first, and then overcame the dis-
appointment of failing to close out the match at 5-3 in
the third set.

Eventual ly  she did manage that  in  two tel l ing
moments in the tie-break-first with some tough con-
taining which lured Halep into driving into the net and
which carried her to match point, and then with a win-
ning forehand return of serve down the line which con-
verted the chance immediately.

“Of course it was an amazing match and a big win for
me,” said Mladenovic. “I beat her before and had a few
wins against top ten players, but it is definitely great to
beat someone like her now.

“She was very solid in the fist set and I was definitely
not in any rhythm.  In the second set I tried to start over
again, and in the third I thought it was a quality match
with both of us playing well.”

Despite that Mladenovic had had to survive any
number of curious incidents to get in a position to win.
She needed two successful video reviews in the third
game of the final set to overturn decisions which would
otherwise have cost her a service game.

She also saw the umpire incorrectly over-rule a line
decision, apparently putting her love-30 up on Halep’s
serve at 5-4 in the final set, only to be let down when
that decision was reversed on appeal as well. Then two
points later Mladenovic saw her drive hit the net tape,
with the ball taking a look at falling over, only to fall
back. Had it fallen the other way Mladenovic would
have reached match point 25 rallies sooner than she
did.

When she eventually did win she dropped her rac-
quet in amazement and pleasure, before wandering
half-delighted, half-disbelieving to the net. 

However just as she had against Eugenie Bouchard,
the fifth seed, and Barbora Strycova, the tenth seed,
Mladenovic had proved how good she can be on this
surface.

Perhaps most surprising of all  however was the
strange implosion of Halep, the world number three
and a Wimbledon semi-finalist last year, in the second
set.

Mladenovic  next  faces  the  ta l l ,  s teep-serv ing
Karol ina  P l i skova.  The 23-year-old  Czech is  the
youngest top 12 player, the third youngest in the top
20, and still improving, something she showed very
well in a 6-2, 6-2 win over Carla Suarez Navarro, the
third seeded Spaniard whose skills are best suited to
clay.—AFP

BERLIN: Giant Croat Ivo Karlovic battered his
way into the semi-finals of the ATP Halle tour-
nament by smashing a record 45 aces past a
bewildered Tomas Berdych en route to a 7-5,
6-7 (8/10), 6-3 victory yesterday. Japan’s world
number five Kei Nishikori also landed in the
semi-finals after beating Poland’s Jerzy
Janowicz 6-4, 5-7, 6-3.

The 36-year-old Karlovic, who stands

2.11m (6ft 11in) tall, won the match  with the
last of his aces and now has 94 on the Halle
grass courts from three rounds of tennis. “I’m
extremely happy about the record,” Karlovic
said of his 45 aces, a new record in a best-of-
three set match.

“Hitting aces helps a lot, you can avoid the
volleys. I was surprised when I was told on
court after the match how many aces I hit. I

didn’t know it was that many. Hopefully I can
continue like that in the semi-final.” His record
came just two days after Germany’s Sabine
Lisicki blasted a record 27 aces in a match in
Birmingham-a new record for a WTA tourna-
ment. In the Halle semi-finals Karlovic, who
beat Novak Djokovic in Doha this season, will
play either Roger Federer or Florian Mayer.

Second seed Nishikori will take on the win-

ner of the match between Frenchman Gael
Monfils and Italy’s Andreas Seppi after the 25-
year-old Japanese took two and a half hours
to make the final four for the second year run-
ning. 

Last year, after beating Monfils in the quar-
ters, Nishikori was defeated by Federer, who
went on to win the tournament for a seventh
time.—AFP

Karlovic smashes aces as Nishikori rolls into semis
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CHILE: Argentina’s Lionel Messi falls on top of Uruguay’s Alvaro Pereira during a Copa America Group B soccer match in this file photo. —AP

LA SERENA: Lionel Messi will play his 100th match for
Argentina today against Jamaica in the Copa America
but it will be a century marked by too many tears and
no titles.

Silverware envy has followed the little genius wher-
ever he goes at the tournament in Chile where he will
also celebrate his 28th birthday next week.

“I’m very happy to reach this record. Hopefully I can
celebrate another victory and once and for all lift a
cup,” the Barcelona striker said in an interview pub-
lished on Thursday by Argentinian daily La Nacion.

Messi, Sergio Aguero, Carlos Tevez and the rest of
the Argentina squad have been sent across the Andes
on a mission to end 22 years without a major title since
the country won the Copa America in 1993. His extraor-
dinary debut against Hungary on August 17, 2005 set
the scene for an international career in total contrast to
his success as a Barcelona player which has seen him
win four world player of the year awards, four
Champions League titles, seven Spanish league titles
and three Copas del Rey.

The 18-year-old Messi came on as a second-half sub-
stitute against Hungary and a minute later was march-
ing off again after getting a red card for elbowing
opposing defender Vilmos Vanczak.

Team-mates went into the dressing room at the end
and found Messi crying in a corner, Argetinian media
reported at the time.

GOAL RECORD 
Since then, his 99 games for Argentina have pro-

duced 46 goals. It is an impressive return, but pales in
comparison to his record of 412 goals in 482 games for

Barcelona. Nevertheless, Messi seems certain to eventu-
ally go on and beat Javer Zanetti’s record of 145 caps
for Argentina and Gabriel Batistuta’s record of 56 goals.

Messi won the under-20 World Cup in 2005 and an
Olympics football gold at the 2008 Beijing Games. He is
now estimated to earn more than $70 million a year but
there is no Copa America and no World Cup to his
name.

Messi was in the Argentinian team beaten by Brazil
in the 2007 Copa America final in Venezuela and by
Uruguay in the quarter-finals of the 2011 tournament
on home soil. In 12 games at the Copa he has scored
just three goals.

There has been more heartbreak in the World Cup.
In 2006, he scored on his World Cup debut in a 6-0
demolition of Serbia and Montenegro. But Argentina
were beaten by Germany on penalties in the quarter-
finals.

In 2010, with Diego Maradona as coach, Argentina
were among the favourites but lost again in the quar-
ter-finals, again to Germany. There were more tears for
Messi.

Last year, Messi scored four goals as Argentina
pushed through to the World Cup final in Rio de
Janeiro’s Marcana Stadium. But with one foot in the
gates of glory, Messi saw Mario Goetze score a 113th-
minute winner and Germany again ruined his day. 

Messi knows that he can be the most brilliant player,
waltz around countless defenders, but he will not over-
take Maradona as the legend of the Argentinian game
until he get his hand on a trophy with his country. The
99 games for Argentina have been “an amazing experi-
ence” but “unfortunately without a title,” he said.—AFP

Messi’s 100 games of tears but no titles

ZURICH: Under-fire FIFA leader Sepp Blatter yesterday backed greater
checks on top FIFA officials and called for greater power for Africa and
Asia within the world football body.

Blatter, who has agreed to resign amid a mounting corruption storm
engulfing FIFA and been accused of blocking greater transparency, took
a veiled swipe at Europe’s football powers as he welcomed a move
toward greater checks.

The 79-year-old FIFA president said he welcomed a proposal by
Wolfgang Niersbach, president of the German Football Federation, for an
independent integrity inspection on the members of all top FIFA com-
mittees. “In doing so, Niersbach has broached a subject that has so far
been blocked by UEFA of all associations,” Blatter said in his column for
FIFA’s The Weekly magazine.

“Better late than never,” he commented. Confederations must
“acknowledge their responsibility in matters of ethics. Only the Asian
confederation has an ethics committee like the one introduced by FIFA.
All other continental bodies are lacking in this regard,” said Blatter.

Niersbach’s call for greater ethics “must apply to everyone,” he added.
“Only together can we continue to drive the process of reform forward.
That is something I will stand for until my final day in office.” European
members of FIFA led the campaign for Blatter to stand down, which he
promised to do four days after being reelected last month as pressure
from dual corruption investigations mounted. US authorities are investi-
gating more than $150 million of bribes to top officials while Swiss
authorities are looking into the award of the 2018 and 2022 World Cups
to Russia and Qatar respectively. A FIFA executive meeting on July 20 will
decide a date for the election of a new leader. Blatter said the special
congress would also decide “extensive changes” to the world body’s
structure.—AFP

Blatter backs more checks 
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Anderson into
Queen’s semi-finals,
Raonic out

CHILE: Peru’s Claudio Pizarro (left) fight for the ball with Venezuela’s Roberto Rosales (right) and Tomas Rincon during a Copa America Group A soccer match. —AP
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CHILE: A second-half goal by Bayern Munich
star Claudio Pizarro fired Peru to a 1-0 victory
over 10-man Venezuela on Thursday as “The
Incas” bounced back from their agonizing open-
ing defeat to Brazil. Pizarro shot high into the
roof of the net on 72 minutes after midfielder
Christian Cueva burst into the box to set up the
Bundesliga-based striker and settle a hard-
fought contest.  Venezuela, who shocked
Colombia 1-0 in their opening game, were
always struggling to keep the Peruvians in check
following the first-half dismissal of Fernando
Amorebieta for a wild stamp on Paolo Guerrero.

Victory was sweet for Peru, who conceded a
goal in injury time in their cruel 2-1 defeat to
Brazil on Sunday to lose their opening game in
Group C.

Thursday’s victory leaves the race for quarter-
final places from the group wide open, with all
four teams locked on three points heading into

the final round of first phase fixtures. Peru face
Colombia in their final group game on Sunday
while Brazil, downed by the Colombians in their
second game, play Venezuela.

The flashpoint of a fractious first half came in
the 30th minute when Amorebieta received his
marching orders after the red mist descended in
a clash with Guerrero.

Amorebieta, who finished last season on loan
at English side Middlesbrough as they clinched
promotion to the Premier League, stamped on
Guerrero’s thigh after a tangle between the two
players on the left flank.

Mexican referee Roberto Orozco did not hesi-
tate to produce the red card, while Guerrero was
left nursing angry red marks imprinted on his
thigh. Until that moment Venezuela had looked
the likelier to score. Their best chance came
after only seven minutes when Alejandro Guerra
curled in a fine cross from the right met by

Salomon Rondon, whose first-time volley from
close-range was stopped by Peru goalkeeper
Pedro Gallese. Meanwhile, Brazilian star Neymar
has been provisionally suspended for one match
and could face a harsher final punishment, offi-
cials said Thursday after the striker received a
red card during a fracas in Brazil’s Copa America
loss to Colombia.

South American federation CONMEBOL’s dis-
ciplinary committee “provisionally suspended
Neymar for one game after his behavior in the
aftermath of Brazil’s 1-0 defeat to Colombia, and
will meet on Friday to decide the final punish-
ment,” said a statement on the Copa America
website. Colombia upset the five-time world
champions in a combative game Wednesday
that ended in a tumultuous melee, as Neymar
appeared to aim a headbutt at Colombian
goalscorer Jeison Murillo. Colombian striker
Carlos Bacca also received a red card for pushing

Neymar from behind. Neymar had previously
received a second yellow card for a handball,
meaning at least a one-game suspension was
inevitable. The Barcelona star had received a
first yellow card during Brazil’s opening win
against Peru. The Copa America website initially
reported a two-game suspension, but later clari-
fied that the 23-year-old striker was suspended
for one game in a preliminary decision, to be
reviewed when the disciplinary committee
meets Friday. A two-match suspension would
rule him out of Brazil’s final group game against
Venezuela Sunday and any quarter-final clash.
There was already bad blood between Neymar
and the Colombian team heading into the
match. He suffered a fractured vertebra when
Colombia’s Juan Camilo Zuniga collided with
him in their World Cup quarter-final clash last
July, an injury that sidelined him for the rest of
the tournament.—AFP

Peru sink 10-man Venezuela


