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Ex-wrestler Dusty 
Rhodes dies at 69

NEW YORK: WWE says Virgil Runnels,
a former professional wrestler known
by his fans as Dusty Rhodes, has died.
He was 69. The company said Runnels
died Thursday, but a spokesman
declined to say where or how, saying
the family had not authorized the
release of that information. Runnels,
who also went by the nickname “The
American Dream,” was a member of
the WWE Hall of Fame, and held the
NWA championship three times. 

He became famous during the
height of wrestling’s popularity in the
1970s and 1980s, appearing in signa-
ture yellow polka dot tights with his
sidekick “valet” Sapphire. In a state-
ment, WWE offered condolences to
Runnels family, calling him “a caring
husband and a creative visionary who
helped shape the landscape of WWE
long after his in-ring career had end-
ed.” Runnels remained a fixture with
WWE after retiring from the ring and was working at WWE’s
Performance Center in Orlando, Florida.

Throughout his several decades in the ring, the Austin, Texas,
native endeared himself to fans as an everyman with a less than stellar
physique, but a gregarious gift of gab behind a microphone. Runnels
was also the father of two other famous WWE wrestlers: Dustin
Runnels, better known as Goldust, and Cody Runnels, who wrestles
under the name Stardust. Jim Ross, a longtime WWE broadcaster,
worked alongside Runnels for several years after his in-ring career had
ended. He spoke slowly Thursday afternoon in a phone interview as
he described being “heartbroken” about losing what he said was “a
broadcast partner, colleague and mentor.” “He was arguably the most
charismatic performer of all time,” Ross said. “His amazing unique ver-
bal styling will never be duplicated or exceeded. He was exactly what
he portrayed on TV: A blue-collar, common man, who rose from being
son of farmer to being a part of American pop culture, whose memory
will live forever. Therefore, for many he was truly the American
dream.” Several other past and present WWE wrestlers and personali-
ties took to social media to express their thoughts. Ric Flair, one of
Runnels’ rivals in the ring, also called Runnels a mentor. “Much love to
your family and more respect than can ever be measured. Love you
Dream,” read a post on Flair’s official Twitter account. That was echoed
by Paul Levesque, who wrestled under the name Triple H and current-
ly serves at an executive vice president with WWE. 

“Saddened to hear the passing of Dusty Rhodes,” he tweeted.
“Legend, teacher, mentor, friend...Love you Dream.” On his Twitter
page, wrestling broadcaster Gene Okerlund called Runnels “One of
the best ever.” Ross said today’s generation of wrestlers owe a lot to
Runnels. “Hopefully today’s performers will understand how commit-
ted he was to his craft, how much he was in love with wrestling busi-
ness and how much he as a natural extension of himself,” Ross said.  “If
they are paying attention that is what they’ll do... No matter what you
do -wrestlers or anybody else - you have to commit yourself to always
be yourself. Dusty was always himself.”— AP 

NEW YORK: Usain Bolt says he is not yet ready for a duel
with Justin Gatlin but is looking forward to silencing the
confident American in a Beijing sprint “explosion” at the
world championships in August. While the Jamaican has
eased into the season after an injury-disrupted 2014,
Gatlin has set the fastest times of the year in both sprints
and declared himself the “man to beat”. “Gatlin has been
doing a lot of talking, saying a lot of things,” Bolt told
Reuters with a chuckle in an interview on Thursday ahead
of the adidas Grand Prix at Randall’s Island. 

“He’s proved he’s running fast times and he’s ready. So
it should be exciting going into the world championship.
“I look forward to competing when people talk ... because
if you don’t back it up you look really stupid.” Gatlin, who
has served two doping bans, last month ran the fastest
100 metres of 2015 (9.74 seconds) in Doha and a season-
leading 19.68 in the 200 in Eugene 15 days later. Bolt,
who retains the world record in both events (9.58 and
19.19), is running only the 200 on Saturday as he contin-

ues to frustrate track fans eager to see how he would
measure up on the track against Gatlin.

The Jamaican, looking slender in a black suit and dark
blue shirt outside a reception at Nasdaq headquarters,
said his race selection was nothing to do with fear of any
other athlete. “Afraid? When people say that, I laugh. I’ve
been in the sport for years and I’ve never dodged any-
body. When it matters, I’ve always showed up and shown
that I’m the best,” Bolt said. “Fact is, I’m not in the best of
shape and I’m not going to put myself out there if I know
I’m just coming back and I need time to get back to
where I need to be. “When I get to Beijing I’ll be ready to
go and that’s when the showdown will be.” Bolt said the
suspense of how the sprinters shaped up against one
another could help build interest in the world champi-
onships.

“People can look forward to the championship. What’s
going to happen?” he said. “Justin is running good, Tyson
(Gay) is running good, Asafa (Powell) is running good,

Usain is running good. “So when we come to the champi-
onship, it’s going to be like an explosion.” Bolt is return-
ing to race in New York for the first time since setting his
first jaw-dropping 100 meters world record at the meet in
2008, presaging his spectacular sprint double at the
Beijing Olympics later that year. “That night was exciting.
It was a big showdown between me and Tyson at the
time,” he recounted. “There was a thunderstorm. There
were stops and starts ... a false start. 

“Just a weird night overall. But in the end it worked
out. It was amazing. “For me, that was when it really start-
ed. That’s when I really blew up. People really took note.
Everybody around the world started to watch. For me, it
was a game changer.” Bolt said his return to New York
seven years later as the established king of sprinting pro-
vided a different script. “I’m just trying to get to the world
championships, defend my titles, stay injury free and then
go on to the Olympics and just continue writing my name
in stone of greatness,” he said.— Reuters

Fearless Bolt to silence Gatlin in Beijing

SAN FRANCISCO: Earlier this season, the
grounds crew that watches over the lush
green playing field where the San Francisco
Giants play tried something new: They cut
back on overnight watering. Then, the
ground felt a little bit hard to the World
Series champions. Players could be more
prone to injury without some give in the
grass. Time to turn the water back on. All
around California, ballparks are trying to
come up with ways to conserve water as the
state faces a historic drought. Cities and
towns and even agricultural areas in the
farming-rich state have been told to cut back
on water. Sports venues are finding it’s taking
some creativity and a lot of experimentation
to find ways to do their part.

“That’s a good thing, it is. It’s a serious
drought,” Giants manager Bruce Bochy said
of the conservation efforts. “It’s tough to not
have the proper amount of water on the ball
field. Some of these balls, as hard as they’re
hit, it gets dangerous and puts the infielders
at risk.” Keeping the AT&T Park field soft with
minimal watering is a tough balance and
constant work in-progress for head
groundskeeper Greg Elliott and the Giants

staff that takes prides in a pristine and
playable surface.

Elliott hasn’t watered his lawn at home in
three years. The grass at his office, though,
requires daily attention to host 81 regular-
season home games each year plus regular
playoffs. He has spent years developing cre-
ative ways of maintaining the field while
using less water - much less.  “I have the
worst lawn in the neighborhood,” Elliott said
recently while sitting in the Giants’ dugout.
“That’s my lawn, and I run this lawn.” Off the
field, the Giants are pressure-washing the
green seats every other game. Sticky soda
spills, gooey nacho cheese or stray garlic fries
might be staying put a little longer in the
stands these days. Team officials are even
considering asking fans to clean up their own
food and beverage messes.

A couple of hours before first pitch, mem-
bers of the cleaning crew walk through the
stands with spray bottles and hand towels to
touch up and wipe down the seats where
needed. Later, the video board implores: “BE
A TEAM PLAYER, HELP THE GIANTS CON-
SERVE WATER!” That is followed by an
announcement about keeping the ballpark

tidy to reduce postgame cleansing.  Across
the bay, the Oakland Coliseum sits 22 feet
below sea level and thus requires less water
because the field holds the moisture better. 

The A’s also find ways to cut down water
usage by not spraying down the stands as
regularly while still keeping the facility sani-
tary.  “We try not to use any water on the
infield dirt while the team’s on the road,”
head groundskeeper Clay Wood said. “As a
common practice we try to conserve as
much as we can. We have for the last five or
six years since we started this drought. We
have to find that balance.” At new $1.3 billion
Levi’s Stadium in Santa Clara, where the San
Francisco 49ers play, recycled water is used
for the plumbing system and to irrigate grass
among other things - accounting for about
85 percent of total water usage. 

Synthetic turf was recently installed
around high-traffic areas at the outer edges
of the field to replace grass. At Petco Park, the
Padres say they conserved approximately
288,000 gallons of water during the offsea-
son by not maintaining the playing field
grass and they expect similar savings next
offseason.  — AP 

Sticky seats? California 
ballparks get creative 

NEW YORK: In this file pho-
to, WWE wrestler Dusty
Rhodes, whose real name
is Virgil Runnels, poses at
the Joe Torre Safe at Home
Foundations 12th Annual
Gala in New York. — AP LOS ANGELES: San Francisco Giants lead groundskeeper Greg Elliott (left) waters the infield prior to the baseball game

between the Giants and the Los Angeles Dodgers in San Francisco. California’s severe drought is affecting how baseball teams
operate from Northern California down to San Diego, where the Padres have taken several measures to save water. — AP 


