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When he wasn’t busy scribbling out the theory of relativi-
ty, Albert Einstein seems to have spent a fair amount of
time writing letters involving topics such as God, his

son’s geometry studies, even a little toy steam engine an uncle
gave him when he was a boy. The Einstein Letters, which include
more than two dozen missives, will go up for sale Thursday at the
California-based auction house Profiles in History. Some were in
English and others in German. Some were done in longhand, oth-
ers on typewriters.

Amassed over decades by a private collector, the letters repre-
sent one of the largest caches of Einstein’s personal writings ever
offered for sale. But more than that, they give a rare look into
Einstein’s thoughts when he wasn’t discussing complicated scien-
tific theories with his peers, said Joseph Maddalena, founder of
Profiles in History. “We all know about what he accomplished,

how he changed the world with the theory of relativity,”
Maddalena said. “But these letters show the other side of the sto-
ry. How he advised his children, how he believed in God.”

Professional atheist
In one letter, Einstein urged one of his sons to get more seri-

ous about geometry. In another, he consoled a friend who recent-
ly discovered her husband’s infidelity. In still another to an uncle
on his 70th birthday, Einstein recalled how the toy steam engine
the uncle gave him years ago had prompted a lifelong interest in
science. On the issue of God, Einstein dismissed the widely held
belief that he was an atheist. “I have repeatedly said that in my
opinion the idea of a personal God is a childlike one,” he wrote to
a man who corresponded with him on the subject twice in the
1940s. “You may call me an agnostic, but I do not share the cru-

sading spirit of the professional atheist. ... I prefer an attitude of
humility corresponding to the weakness of our intellectual under-
standing of nature and of our own being.”

Maddalena expects each of the 27 letters to fetch anywhere
from $5,000 to as much as $40,000, for a total take ranging from
$500,000 to $1 million. They are priceless, in his opinion, when it
comes to having a greater understanding of the most brilliant
physicist of the 20th century, the man whose theories ushered in
the atomic age. “These are certainly among the most important
things I’ve ever handled,” Maddalena said. “This is not like a Babe
Ruth autograph or a signed photo of Marilyn Monroe. These are
historically significant.”— AP

They say birds of a feather flock together, but
not at Rhode Island campgrounds. Tom
Wharton didn’t think twice about bringing his

beloved cockatoo, Tootsie, with him on camping
trips, until the duo were kicked out of two camp-
sites following complaints about his feathered
companion. Rhode Island lawmakers are consider-
ing changing the law that only allows four-legged
friends likes dogs and cats to accompany their
owners to campgrounds.

Rep. Joseph Trillo, the bill sponsor, said he does-
n’t think certain pets should be prohibited.
Hamsters and goldfish should be allowed to camp,
too, the Warwick Republican added. “That’s why
we have to do it pet by pet,” Trillo said. “It’s really
nonsense legislation we shouldn’t have to be
doing to correct commonsense decisions.” House
lawmakers on Thursday passed the bill, allowing up
to two birds in the parrot family per campsite, so
long as the birds stay inside a recreational vehicle
or camper. 

Political spectrum
Trillo said he introduced the bill after Wharton

contacted him. “My poor cockatoo has to stay

home alone in her cage and it’s just not right,”
Wharton said. Wharton, a regular camper, has
brought his 21-year-old parrot with him on several
camping trips over the years, he said. Tootsie occa-
sionally would leave his 31-foot Airstream, he said,
but she doesn’t make any noise. The 69-year-old
Warwick resident said he stopped bringing Tootsie
along a few years ago, after the proprietors at two
local campgrounds asked them to leave. 

Wharton said he hadn’t realized that having a
pet bird at a campground was against state law. “I
feel bad she has to stay home. She loves to ride in
the car. I take her to music festivals,” Wharton said.
Trillo’s bill drew the support of lawmakers on both
sides of the political spectrum. Warwick Democrat
Joseph Shekarchi said he co-sponsored the bill in
part because he’s a big animal lover. The state
Department of Environmental Management
opposed the original bill, saying it could allow for
chickens and turkeys in campgrounds. A depart-
ment spokeswoman said the agency remains neu-
tral about the amended bill. Trillo said a companion
bill will be introduced in the Senate. — AP

Parrot owner asks lawmakers 
to lift bird-ban at campsites 

Tom Wharton, of Warwick, R.I., talks to his 21-year-old pet cockatoo named ‘Tootsie,’ as
the bird raises it’s head crest at his Warwick home. — AP

27 of Einstein’s personal 
letters going on auction block 

This undated file photo shows legendary physicist Dr Albert
Einstein, author of the theory of Relativity. — AP photos 

This undated image provided by Profiles in History shows a
letter written by legendary physicist Albert Einstein about his
theory on relativity.

This undated image provided by Profiles in History shows a
letter written on September 28, 1949, by legendary physicist
Albert Einstein on his idea of God.


